A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

The Birch Lake neighbor-
hood has a lot of faces in
July, and this year, most
of them have been hot
Here are a few scenes that
greeted lakers this week
as rains and high humidity
drove many people
indoors {or into the water).

photos by Phil Vitale

COMMODORE'S -

| treasure at the Birch Lake
Garage Sale. It was nice
i getting around the lake
checkmnr out the sales.

I spent a lot of time in the
lake last weekend trying to get
some relief for the hot weather.
Hopefilly, it will cool down a
little for the golf outing. John
Ball has the outing filled with
60 golfers. Good luck to the
participants.

The Ladies Luncheon is
close to being sold out accord-
ing to Maryann O’Neill. It’s

~N y ou have items for the BARKER, please put the materials in the Barker box at 63174 Birch Rd. (East':
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July in the neighborhood

nice to see the outstanding par-
ticipation at these events. I
want to thank the chairpersons
for setting up these interesting
and exciting events.

There is still room to sign
up for the Ladies Golf Quting
or just come to lunch with the
golfers at Lindy’s. Iknow
Mardy Miller and Betsy
Custard have a fun mormning of
golf planned with some fantas-
tic prizes. Come jom the fun.

Betsy also tells me the final
order of sweatshirts has been
placed. For those of you who
ordered sweatshirts at the pan-
cake breakfast and Vice
Commodore’s party, your order

is in and ready for pick up.
The later orders should be in
next week.  Southsiders pick up
your orders from Denny
Weesner and all others pick up
at Betsy’s or Mardy’s house.
Buzz and I have delivered
most of the video tapes. If you
haven’t received yours, you can
pick it up at one of our houses.
I want 1o thank evervone
that purchased sweatshirts and
VHS tapes. There were great
fimd raisers and the proceeds
help underwrite many of the
events we have plus help with
the up keep of the Yacht Club.
Your Commodore
-Mike Machalleck

Birch Lake
Calendar

7/28 - KIDS Science 12:30-2 pm
8/1 - Ladies Luncheon, 12:30
8/3 - Ladies Golf & Lunch
8/4 - fimmy Buffet Party
KIDS Olympics 10:30 am
8/11 - Kids Regatta 1 pm
8/18 - Com & Sausage Roast
BLYC Board Meeting Sam
Homeowners Assn. 9 am
8725 - Fall Dinner/Armmmual
Meeting
9/3 - Labor Day Regatta
11/22 - Turkey Day Regatta

'ho're')__” =

“3p.m.on Sunday afternoon, or e-mail the info'to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com by Monday at Noon. If you must.:i

| ‘mail (10 days prior to desired publication date) to Phil Vitale, 122 S6. Mlch:gan Bo. Bend IN 46601 or fax y
). ltems to (219) 232 3853 To contact me, call Ph:l at 476-1680 or (219) 232 3735, :

Note: AII times in the arker are IST ( Indiana Standard T' ime) unlws d ot]za-wrse




Birch Lake Notes

News From The Cove?

You gotta be kidding!

By Sandi Beach
Sunny’s way superior fill in

There hasn’t been anything
new or exciting around this
sleepy hollow since the 1953
great leech harvest. Some sicko
jokester told the naive (stupid})
residents that raw leeches on a
bed of lettuce topped with a dol-
lop of mayo and garnished with
seaweed was far tastier than
escargot. What a bunch of
suckers, literally. Elkbart
General had to borrow addition-
al stomach pumps from area
hospitals. Sheesh.

These people are so out of it
they stil]l wear “T Like Tke™ but-
tous on their pastel polyester
leisure suits and play stuff like
“How much is that doggy in the
window” on their Victrolas. It
1s Tumnored that Tom Rogers has
gone into deep depression upon
learning the Lennon Sisters no
longer perform. Being here has
caused me a depression flareup
as well but then, I've never
exactly been the mental health

poster child. If anything bad is
going to happen, I'll be the
recipient. For example, I putin
a rock garden last week and two
days ago three of thern died.
Figures.

Back to events in the mecca
of mediocrity, the base of bour-
geois. A social group who call
themselves the Wednesday
Wornen’s Whoopee Group is
excitedly planning a bathroom
bowl cleaning contest followed
by a soup and salad luncheon.
They haven't had this much fun
since the Great Outhouse
Pushover in 1947.

I may or may not be back
next week, depending on if I can
double my Prozac dosage.
These people are driving me -
crackers. Apparently they've
never seen a woman smoking a
cigar and wearing a rhinestone
studded thong and a Vaser
Vossue Magaie college sweatshirt,

Toodles,
-Sandi

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573

Union, M1 49130

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

US. 12

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

218 . 3rd St

P.O. Box 1828
Elkhart, IN465S15
218/ 293-9571

FAX 249/ 254-8837

John Ball, Jr., C.1.C.

Registered Representative

Owner ~ John Gableman
Seif storage Sizes available: 10x 101
¢ Home I0x1516.
e Boat I0x20
® Auto
o Trailer

Corner of M-60 and Lewis Lake R4,
(616) 476-2132

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 Waest, Union, MI
(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am-10pm MI, 6am-9pm IN

FEATURING:
Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Videos
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Jimmy Buffett Party
Jomn us Saturday, Aug 4th at

7:00 PM (Indiana time), at
Desdemona’s Rocket Ship
(BLYC). Break out those
“Isiand Clothes” and join us at
Sharkey’s Bar for Margaritas,
beer, and vanous other libations,
and of course, Jimmy Buffett
music. Bring an hors d’oeuvre
1o share.

~Jim and Sally Beck

Doba inducted

Several Birch lakers spent
Saturday evening watching Bill
Doba’s induction into the
Indiana Football Hall of Fame.
This is a well-deserved recogni-
tion of Bill’s outstanding career
as a player and 2 coach.

Bill played ball at New

Carlisle and Ball State and
coached at local high schools
including Goshen and
Mishawaka Bill then went on
to coach at U, Purdue, the
Citadel and has been at
Washington State University for
the past 12 years.

A complete story is on page
5 of the July 22 South Bend
Tribune.

Congratulations Bill, Judy
and family.

*Peaceful Waters of Birch Lake”

August 1, 2001

12:30 Indiana Time
$9 per person
This year’s hmcheon is

planned around the theme
"Peaceful Waters of Birch
Lake." The lake may not always

irch Lake Notes

for Junch, as a tasty menu has
been planned. Shish Kabobs

be peaceful but it is where we
all come to seek peace and

unwind. The committee has will be grilled to perfection by
great plans for decorating the some of the finest grilling
Yacht Club with this theme and  experts around,the men of the
we hope you will be able to East Side!

Don’t be late, you don't want
to miss out on any of the fun,
fellowship, crafts, food or the
door prizes that will be given

attend this relaxing aftemoon
for women. You will not be dis-
appointed!

‘While you munich on an

array of appetizers you will away!

have plenty of time to enjoy the There are a limited number
craft items that will be on dis- of tickets for the Ladies

play. A variety of hand-made Luncheon and they are flying
items by several Birch Lake out the door! If you haven’t got

yours yet, call now so you
won’t be disappointed because
you waited too long.

Call: Darlene Troyer 476-
2639 or Helen Toth 476-2877.
Tickets will not be sold at the
door, reserved seating only.

crafters will be on sale, so don’t
forget vour checkbook! Visit
with old friends, take time to .
make new friends and meet your
Birch Lake neighbors before
lunch 1s served

Make sure you leave room

PO Box 155 WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
Vandzilia, Michigan 49055 3:30pm to 11:00pm
SUNDAY
400pm - 9:00pm
CARRY-.OUT
FOODS Closed Manday & Tuesday
38 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
Finest Food in Michizna

Phone: (616} 476-9606

TOTAL PPACICAGE
CORSTIERUOCTIGN

Serving Michiana area for 7 years

Commercial & Residential Licensed & Bonded
219-679-7257

Construction Excavation Remodeling Landscaping

Additions Concrete Roofing All General

Decks, Patios  Tear out Siding Landscapes

Sidewalks Demolition  Foundation Lot Clearing

Garages Grading Finishing

Pole Bamns Retaining Basements

Yard Bams Walls Inside remodels

We deliver: topsoil, mulch, gravel, slag, sand, landscaping stone
We haul away: branches, brush, bum piles, trash
Fencing: privacy, chain link and famm = Install yards (sod and seed)

ANY JOB « ANY SIZE - CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

# Writing and Editing
B Photography

8 Design

B Graphic Arts

Phil Vitale
Publishing .

Birch Lake’s premier source for

B Deskrop Publishing
& Publishing Services
B Websites

B e-mail newsletters

a2 SI\!lchnganHl Suite 310 -
 South Bend., IN 16601

© L iDaivntovn — above the Chocotate Café
-219-232-3735 7 [ax 219-232-3853 _
~o-ce-mad saflorphilaphilvitaleccom 0

Proud Merber of the Bérch Lake Yacht Club

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
P % Spet Remeval
* Pet Deoderization
* Minimal Drying Time

\.Q .

General Home Cieaning
F* Vacuuming & Dusting
Y Window Washing

#® Kitchen & Bothroom
Sanitizing

@fcg Birch D

Insured & Bondad 816.476-2431
Residantial & Commersial
§3083 RBirch Road

Vandalia, Mi

55851 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, [N 46545

TOOLING - (219) 255-5176

Safe and Fun Sammer!

MFG - (219) 255-5350

Page 3



Kids say the silliest things

you've been and even how the experience
affected you. Dogs sniff each other and
each other’s secretions to tell age, breed,
sex etc. The membrane inside the nose is
four times greater in area than in humans,
and there are over 200 million scent
receptors In the nasal folds compared to
our 5 million. Moisture on the nose helps
to capture and enbance the scents. This is
why Fido licks his nose so much. Maybe
we should be asking Fido to smell the
meat first to see if it smells OK to eat?

Kid pet quotes:

A puppy always has bad breath— even

dfier a tic tac!

Never trust a dog to watch your faod!

Playing ball with the dog isn t fair. they

have 4 legs to run with!

Dog mreats don 't 1aste as good as they

look!

The Nose Knows: Ever notice the first

-David 9
-Cody 6

“Wyatt 4

-Rick 49

Have as much fim this weekend as a Lab
in z tennis ball factory!

thing Fido does when you walk in the
door is sniff your legs? He smells where

Checking
his p-mail

~Fido s Friend

" Sailing News |

Even a little bit of wind is
better than none at all! Sunday
our sailors came out to intense
heat, and very little wind, but
persevered to complete two
races in each class. Don
Harman captured two first
place finishes in the MC Class,
followed by his son Rick, and
Harold Cranmer in the first
race. Rick also finished 2nd in
the second race. Harold did not
start the second race due to rig-
ging problems. In the sunfish
division, Bob King scored two
victories. In the first race,
DeWayne Weaver finished sec-
ond, followed by Rick
Russwurm third, and Jeff
Howard fourth. In the second
stanza, Jim Bolinger finished

second, Rick Russwurm third,
Jeff Howard fourth, and Jodi
Meyers fifth (in her new boat),
Dewayne Weaver sixth.
Thanks to 2ll of you for com-
ing out. These are the first
races we’ve been able to have
since the 4th of July Regatia !l

Thanks to Don Harman and
Harold Cranmer for setting the
marks. Also thanks to my crew
on the committee boat, my
wife Sally, Phil and Sandy
Vitale, and Bruce Wagner.
Security was provided by my
Chocolate Lab Stewart.!!1

See you on the water.

-Jim Beck, fleet captain 2001

PS Don’t forget the Kidzgatta,
Sat. Aug 11 at 1:00.

Ladies’ Golf Outing

Park Shores Golf Course, Cassopolis
Friday, August 3, 9 am (IST)

Best-ball scramble
$25/man entry fee — covers 9 holes of golf, cart, and
fabulous prizes

Luncheon follows at Noon at Lmmdy’s
Contact Mardy Miller 476-9226 or
Betsy Custard 476-9835 or 219-255-88%4

Name/phone
Name
Name
Name

"INEURANCE AGESNCY, INC.

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

_ Insurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

15479 0.8, 12
P.O.Box 74
Union, MI 49130

(616) 641-5995
Fax {616) 641-5787

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP
"OVER 40 YEARS EXFERIENCE™

« FOREICN CARS & CORVETTES .. - .
+ AUTO PAINTING ot o= sl
« COMPLETE BODY REPAIR  Fre /By diy o niliie s
+ RADIATOR SERVICE = .
« GLASS REPLACEMENT
« FREE ESTIMATES

= WE USE THE LATEST

URETHANE PAINTS

4 Hour Emergency
Wrecker Service

“We agre the Best in the Business™
Acceprt No Substitutes

476-2441

SOUTH Ol CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF &-6D TO BROWNSVILLE 8D, TURM
EAST TC END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rel, Vandaiiz

\ ,_':en 1t .--;tlme-fto sell VOUI lake propertv

“we can lu

| ESTABUSHED 1850

32502 M-62 West

e the 1'1ght bu; ers. .

”."' R M”’ '—'"’"-" -—"'- M"-—"‘-I‘NN-—‘-—-’ '_p-._.-s_,— S

VWhen you're ready to sell your lake property, we
make it easy to find buyers because we're the
specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over
70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large sefection
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called
Direct Lake Properiy Marketing.

So when #'s time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling
n the buyers!

VISIT OUR ‘WEB SITE @ http://JerdooRealty.Com

Dowsglac, Michigan 48047
{696} 782-4000

S e
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Birch Lake

by Barlene Troyer

One of my many childhood memories of
Birch Lake is of Mayflies. I remember visiting
my Uncle John & Aunt LaVeta at the lake
before my parents bought our house on the
east side. When we came to visit they would
periodically have these bugs hanging on their
house, the pier and everywhere in between. It
seemed like thousands of bugs to me! You
couldn’t walk without hearmg them crunch,
vuck. I thought that Birch Lake must be a very
buggy place to live. In 1963 my parents
bought the house we now live in and I soon
learned that Mavflies inhabited the East Side
of Birch Lake as well as the Cove, My parents
had bought 2 home on this “buggy™ lake as a
retreat!

Whoever heard of a retreating with thou-
sands of bugs? Those Mayflics became a
source of fascination for me, they were so del-
icate and they reminded me of tiny sailboats
that sailed on the breezes of Birch Lake. ]
truly felt somry for them as they lived such a
short life and I was always glad [ was not born
a Mayfly! The mayfly hatches have dwindled
considerably over the years on Birch Lake but
we had a considerable hatch a few weeks ago
that brought back this memory. So, this week’s
Wildlife article is all about the Mayfly.

There are approximately 120 Mayfly
(Ephemeroptera) species. Most Mayflies have
two tails but some three tailed species are
present. These tails are vistble throughout
most of the developmental stages. In the adult
the tails are ofien as long as the body.
Mayvflies have two large, upright wings, and
most have two very small hind wings. Spring
Mayflies tend to be dark in color with dark
gray wings and dark brown or olive bodies.

Summer Mayflies are lighter in color, most
Iikely to blend in with the background and
escape their many predators. The wings
become pale gray and the body is vellow to
pale buff or olive. Then in September and
October, emerging flics are darker again.

Mayflies require clean, unpolluted water

“Wildlife”

that is generally well oxygenated. Thev are
one of the first aquatic species to disappear
when water pollution occurs. The use of gaso-
line motors on our lake and the resultmg pollu-
tion keeps the Mayfly population on most of
our lakes relatively low.

Mayflies live in flowing or still water and
occasionatly can be found at depths to 200
fect. Life Cycle of the Mayfly: Egg, Nymph,
Dun (sub-imago), Spinner (imago), Adult!
Adults swarm and mate in flight In these
swarms the male adult will fly up and down
{dippers) while the female flies throngh the
swarm. In this pass-through, a male seizes a
female and mating tekes place. These mating
swarms generally occur at dawn or dusk.

Eggs are deposited while the female adult
is in flight slimming over the water’s surface
where she will lay as many as 8,000 eggs.
Some species will submerge below the surface
to lay their eggs among the vegetation, The
tge hatches into an underwater form called 2
nymph that will develop while hiding on or
under the fake bottom vegetation, often bur-
rowing into the mud.

Nymphs feed on algae, and vegetable or
organic matter that has settled to the bottom
while they grow. The nymphs grow from a
very small size through progressively larger
stages, each stage is accompanied by a molt.

The insccts hatch in the lake sediment,
where they can spend up to two years before
swimming to the surface and flying to shore,
When the nymph is fully grown, it swims to
the surface and changes into & winged fly
called a dun (sub-imago) by splitting its
nymphal skin and emerging from it. They vary
greatly In shape, depending on the ecosystem
they have become adapted to, such as fast or
slow water. The whole process, from the time
the mavily nvmph swims to the surface of the
lake and the eggs are deposited, takes only 72
hours.

Dun (sub-imago) hatches usuvally begin
around the last half of April. Hatches continue
throughout the season right up until the first
fall frost. Mavflics may hatch “en masse™ in a

MAYFLIES

few hours or it may take several weeks for the
brood to complete a hatch. The dun is not an
adult but is fully winged.

The dun often sits on the water with its
wings held upright over the back as they dry.
Once the dun has dried its wings, it takes
flight and lights on nearby trees, buildings,
sidewalks and roads. Here at the lake they
seem to prefer house screens, decks and piers.
They rest for a period of a few hours to a few
days while gradually transforming from dun
(sub-imago) into adult as they undergo a final
molt into a spinner (imago). Spinner (imago)
The adult spinner does not feed after this
transformation.

They will mate withie a few days and then
immediately die. The dead or dying adult will
then lie on the waters surface with wings
spread and, at that point, is referred to as
*spent.”

The may{ly is a water quality indicator.
This year the mayflies have alighted along the
Pennsylvania shore in record numbers — at
least four imes more numerous than two years
ago. Ok, so what does that have to do with
Birch Lake you're wondering? It appears that
as much as we detest the zebra mussels they
have been found to be an unlikely benefactor.
These rapidly multiplving stripped black and
white mollusks filter large amounts of water as
they feed on algae and Impurities, which
allows sunlight to reach deeper depths. Strange
as it mayv sound, the zebra mussels are report-
ed to be cleaning up the water so that we have
oxygen in the lower reaches of the Iake and it
is believed that there is a strong correlation
between their arrival and the mayily’s resur-
gence. These aliens who hitchhiked from
southern Russia’s Black and Caspian Seas to
the Great Lakes in ocean-going ships™ ballast
in the late 1980°s are considered the scourge of
the waterways. They are here to stay at Birch
Lake but they may be a benefit to the lake in
some small way after all.

Take time to enjoy the wildlife Birch Lake
has to offer! Respect them so that they will be
around for generations to come!

' ST. EVANS FIREWORKS

Lioyd Vaughn
Oupser

13421 MCKINLEY EIGEWAY !
MISHAWAKA, IND 46545 -
219256 5988

AREA'S LARGEST SUPPLIER -
AT THE BEST PRICES |
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH LAXE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON INFOR

£ UR EOU!PMENT 1S THE STATE GF THE AR
Pl T WE BACK FLUSH

20% DISCOUNT cmsen msum-: = S '
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES. D IN MECHIG&N & mnmm
Acceptlng wsa & mmnn
WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE ¥, B ihier-d
WITH THEIR FIRERORKS SHOW e
| e

Dave’s Tree Trimming

Piumbmg

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Water Heaters

Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filters Faucets Winterization
20% Discount David Holdread
Fully Insured (219) 293-4097 (21 9) 29 5_8633
License # CP81041499 License #81-07776
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Water Quality Committee July 2001 Report #10

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE PROJECT

Last year marked the start of the Birch Lake “Purple Loosestrife Project.” Nine sites were identified
on the shorelines of Birch Lake. All nine sights were cleaned up by
1. Identification
2. Bagging to prevent the seeds from spreading before the plant is dug out
3. Digging the plant out.

This year, so far, one new sight has been identified and one old sight has returned. We need to keep
looking for the pinkish-purple flowers. This plant blooms from June through September along the
shoreline. Although it has been found on all the shores of Birch Lake, it seems to favor the West
Shore where two thirds of the past sightings have been identified. If you see this weed or are not
sure, please let us know so we can identify and advise or assist in the proper removal of this weed.

Purple Loosestrife can sprout about a centimeter a day. Mature plants produce between 100,000 to 2-
million seeds every year. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has dubbed it “PUBLIC ENEMY #1.”
Purple Loosestrife is an exotic species, therefore has no natural enemies. Sometimes referred to as
the “PURPLE PLAGUE.” Tt is a serious problem.

The seeds are believed to have made it to the U.S. in the 1800’s via ship ballasts dumped into New
York harbor and in imported wool. Helped along by inland waterways, Loosestrife spread to ponds,
marshes and river banks. It was an easy invasion. Loosestrife left its natural predators back in
Europe. The plant can produce millions of seeds per plant. Loosestrife is among the 12 most wanted
“alien species” putting it in the company with zebra mussels and brown snakes.

-From MLSA Michigan Riparian

Purple Loosestrife Sales Are Banned In Michigan

Purple loosestrife is a native of Europe and Asia which has spread throughout much of United States
and Canada. As often occurs with exotic species, the plant has no natural enemies. Sometimes
referred to as “purple plague,” it is a serious problem. Because the flower is so attractive, purple
loosestrife has been sold as an ornamental plant. Recently, many states including MICHIGAN have
banned its sale.

-From Sea Grant, Michigan State University

House Bill #4774 was introduced by Representative James Middaugh on May 5, 1995 and was signed
by Govemor Engler on October 24, 1995. It became Act #182 Public Acts 1995. The Act amended
“THE INSECT PEST AND PLANT DISEASE ACT: Act #189 Public Acts of 1931, and became
effective on March 28, 1996. House Bill #4474 would create an act to regulate the planting, cultiva-
tion, sale, offering for sale, distribution and transportation of certain non-native plants and to specify
penalties for selling Purple Loosestrife.

Act 182 Provisions (Section 16a; paragraph 2, & 4) (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section,
in this state, a person shall not sell, offer to sell, or distribute seed from Purple Loosestrife. (4) As of
January 1, 1997, retail sales of Purple Loosestrife are not allowed in this state except for cultivers

developed and recognized to be sterile and approved by the director of the department of agriculture.

-From MLSA Michigan Riparian
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Why do planets change posi-
tion in the night sky?

If vou have not seen the early
morning sky in a week or more,
you might be caught off guard
by Venus™ swift motion. Two
weeks ago it was near Satwm.
Now Vernus has past Saturn and
is barreling toward Jupiter.
Venus will pass 1 degree below
Jupiter on August 6. Continue
following it through early
August and watch Venus close
the gap.

Tomorrow and Monday the
Moon is near Mars. Sunday it’s
9 degrees to the upper right of
the Red Planet, and 6 degrees
(12 moon diameters) above
Antares, in Scorpius. Monday

Stu’s Star Stuff
The moving planets

night the Moon is 7 degrees on
the other side of Mars, to the
planet’s upper left.

So why does it seem that the
planets are in a different location
in the sky from one night to the
next? The planets appear to
change position against the
“fixed™ stars in the night sky
because of the relative motion of
both Earth and the planets as we
all move along in our orbits
around the Sum. The swift-mov-
ing inner planets, Venus and
Mercury, cant move from morn-
ing to evening appearances and
back again in as litfle as a few
months. The giant outer planets
such as Jupiter or Satum, with
orbits taking decades to com-
plete, appear to move more

slowly against the background of
stars.
Most of the time, the planets
move EASTWARD through the
stars. But for awhile each year,
they stop their eastward motion
against the background of stars,
then turn around and start to
move WESTWARD — a motion
known as retrograde.

This change in course baffled
astronomers for millennia. But
in the 1500s, Nicolaus
Copernicus suggested that the
retrograde riddle could be solved
by assuming that Earth and all
the other planets revolve around
the Sun — a blasphemous notion
{much like IST) that gave birth
1o modem astronomy. The plan-
ets themselves are still moving

forward in their orbits — only
our perspective changes. Earth
is closer to the Sun than Mars,
Jupiter and Saturn, 50 we move
faster. As we overtake and pass
these planets, they appear to
move backward — just as a car
vou overtake on the highway
appears to move backward
against the background of build-
mgs and trees for awhile.

Next week, the Subaru logo
and a horrifying thought. Untul
then, try to coerce yourself into
rising early enough to keep track
of Venus and Jupiter. The show
never stops, so enjoy. It's free.

-Stewart Sprait

Best of Beck s Bistne

Roast Beef and Parmesan  11/2 Tlbs red wine vinegar Spiced Rum Mai
Curis 1/2 tsp dried basil Tai
6 cups mixed salad greens,  1/2tsp salt 11/2 oz Captain
torn, washed, and dnied Pinch of Pepper. Morgan Spiced
2 celery stalks, washed and 1 20z wedge of Parmesan, at room tempera- Rum
thinly sliced. ture. 1/2 oz Lime Juice
1 16 oz piece {about 3/4 1/2 oz Almond
mmch thick) deli roast beef,  Place salad greens and celery in a large serv-  Syrup
cut into 2 1/4 ing bowl. Add roast beef, artichoke heatts, 1 tsp sugar
inch strips. tomatoes, and black olives. For dressing, 2 oz Orange Juice
1 6 oz jar marinated artichoke hearts, drained  whisk oil, vinegar, basil, salt, and pepperina  dash of Grenadine

and halved

1 cup cherry tomatoes, washed and halved
1/4 cup black olives

4 Tlbs Olive 011

small bowl. Pour dressing over salad; toss 1o
coat. Arrange on plates. Shave large curls of
Parmesan with a peeler for gamish. Serves 4
to 6

Combine in a shaker or blender. Strain over
ice in a high-ball glass. Garnish with a slice
of lime.

Eagle Lake Marine

days are pleasurable

has personalized service and certified technicians
who go the extra mile to ensure that your boating

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardshurg, Ml (1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103

FAX 616/699-7488 -

Storage ® Sales E Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat

Covers/Tops/Upholstery & More

Sanpan

Frrrer Jz. Tee Wl Batuee

HONDA
MARINE

Stop in today and pick up
a free accessories catalog




Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Building #3
P.O. Box 415 Diamond Lake Marina
Cassopolis, Mi 45031 616-445-8838

-MOWING GOoTGAS?

LP GRILL TANKS

~WATERING P/U, FILLED
~PLANTING & DELIVERED
-EDGING

-MULCHING Call Scott (Cottage #100) 476-1001
or
Travis (Cottage #008) 476-2820

IN WILLIAMBSVILLE
PHGNE: 476-2272

Z4 BOURTOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINT MART

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM I SUNDAY THRU THEURSDAY
§:00 AM TO 8:00 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TQ 12:30 (A1)

A= TOM * BETTY * BECKY **

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEYPTED

Accents & Images

Interior Design

~ Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Mi 49095

(219) 273-5025
(616) 476-9225

fax (616) 4769555

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors™

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7000

Beanﬁaéik Internet

L.ocal internet Access!
4 Completely unlimited, direct 56k v.90
irernet access!
¢ Individual e-mail account with web access
¢ 30 MB of Server Space for
Web Pages or file storage
4 Unlimited free actount support
¢ BeanSprout News
¢ instant internet Setup CD with Netscape
Communicator and AOL instant Messenger

Rial-Up Cosis

{No setup costs)

$20 per month

%50 for 3 months

895 for 6 months
$185 per year (WOW!)

presence on the web with your own
www.name.com address!

Getling On-line has never been easier!
We ¢an help your crganization gain high-speed
access for the entire office, AND devefop your

Bringing the Birch Lake
Community Online!

Start Your Internet Experience Edwardsburg, Ml 49112
with 10 FREE DAYS!

Beanstalk ntemnet LLC.
63045 M52, Sulle ©

Cali toll free 877 681-2865 orgo to
www.beanstalknet
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Somebody’s Hero

Once we move to the lake in late May,
we try to spend as little time away from
here as we can. We scan the weather fore-
casts in search of the lousiest day of the
week so we’ll know when to go grocery
shopping, and we try to bunch 50 errands
into one trip rather than split them up and
create less hectic and more doable sched-
ules.

Late last August we tumed a cloudy
‘Wednesday afternoon into a shopping
marathon, and while Shirley Anne chased
through one list of “things to get,” I worked
on another. Division of labor doesn’t
always work in our household because I
have a tendency to sacrifice bargan shop-
ping for speed buying, but we wanted to get
back home early, so she tumed me loose
with a credit card and an assignment or two,

I sailed along South Bend Avenue near
Notre Dame and decided to detour to a
record and CD store adjacent to a frozen
yogurt shop in one of the shopping plazas
west of Ironwood. As long as I was break-
ing ranks, I might as well maximize my
indulgences and squeeze in both unsched-
uled stops before my rendezvous deadline
with my more disciplined wife.

When I entered the music shop two cus-

tomers were browsing the racks and two
clerks stood behind the counter, chatting,
As I strolled the first aisle and stopped at a
bargain bin, I noticed one of the clerks, a
very pretty young woman in her early twen-
ties had turned her back on her colleague so
she could watch me. Maybe I looked like a
potential shoplifter, I thought, but when I
retumed her glance, she smiled warmly, and
1 knew I'd never seen her before.

When I reached the jazz section I began
flipping through the inventory and suddenly
she was standing beside me.

Another smile, 2 bigger one this time.
“Can 1 help you find something?”

“No, thanks,” I said. “T'm not looking
for anything in particular, just browsing.”

“We have some other jazz recordings in
those boxes in the comer, and Rock 1s on
the next aisle if you like that too.”

“QOkay. Ido and I'll take a look at all
that ” I moved sideways a step or two. Did
she give thus level of attention to every-
body? It seemed unlikely.

“T haven’t seen you in here before,” she
said.

Inodded “It’s been a while. I don’t get
over this way that often.”

She crossed her amms behind her back
and rocked on her heels and toes as she
watched me flip CD’s. “T"ve only been
working here a few months, so I've proba-
bly missed you.”

“Uh-huh.” By this time I had become
pretty damned uncomfortable, because I had
no idez what was going on. Asmuch asI
hate to admit it, I wasn’t such 2 big hit with
most pretty young women when I was 22,
and I certainly haven’t attracted hordes of
them since then. Shirley Anne saw some-
thing in me back in the early sixties, but she
was then , as she is in all ways now, atypi-

cal,

“You don’t remember me, do you, Mr.
Blue? my new admirer said.

It was my tumn to stare. “No, I don’t”

“T"ve always wanted to tell you how
much I appreciate what you did for me.”

“You have?”

“You are definitely my mother’s hero.

‘l’.I am?”

“You class was really tough, but you
were one of the best teachers I've ever had,
and you're the only person who has ever
gotten me to understand anything about
math, You gave me a C but I really felt
good because I knew I had learned some-
thing.”

And at last, came the dawn. “Do you go
to IUSB?

She gave me a “Surely, you've got to be
kidding” look. “Yes.”

“Then you’ve mistaken me for my
brother.”

“You're not Jeffery Blue.”

“Nope,” I said, “T"m his non-teacher
brother.”

She blushed. “Oh, I'm sorry. Ttook a
class from him two years ago, and I never
run into him at school. I was sure you were
him.”

“I"ll be sure to tell him what you said. I
know he’ll appreciate it.”

I bought a couple of CD’s and left the
shop on the run. 1 had to skip the frozen
yogurt so I could be on time to meet Shirley
Anne. It felt a little weird to have been the
object of such adulation only 1o lose it when
my mistaken identity came to light. I guess
that it is so rewarding to be somebody’s
hero that it feels good even if the experience
lasts for only a moment, and even if the
spotlight you stand in was intended for
somebody else.

Keirn Construction

Terry L. Keirn

.

BIENZ CONSTRUCTION

Licensed Gensral Contracior

Journeyman Electrician
Residential Remodeling
Siding = Additions « Pole Barns

4 No Job Too Small
Pres 12 Years Experience « Free Estimates
Insured
Jeff Bienz
15286 Williamsville St.
. §2933 Birch Road 3
| Veodlia, MI 45095 Phone: 616.476.2767 Vandalia, Ml 48095

(616) 476-2517

* PWC Service
Seaboo Yamaha Kawasaki
* Major & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's}

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

616-445-

2191

* RAVE/Aqua Jump Trampolines

#* Marina Supplies * Service * Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifrs

* Authorized SHORE STATION

Boat Lift Decler
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Lutz Concrete

709 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
Flatwork
Retaining Walls
Saw Cutting
Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete

616-279-7973

476-2843

T=SHIRTS
by o B

RTSWEAR

Custom Silk Screening Custom Embroidery
- T-SHIATS + CAPS - GOLF SHIRTS - 8 MONTHS ~ 6X
- TOTES ~JACKETS - MUGS - SWEATSHIRTS
+APRONS - BRASS PLAQUES - JERSEYS
- ORGANIC COTTON T'S & SOCKS
- OTHER FINE GIFTS

KON -FRI 10 AM-5 P SAT 10AM-4 PM
530 E. LaSalle

NG MINIMUMS
QUANTITY PRICING

232-1231

¢ Sommersial
v Residents
* Real Estate

FEALVA

JOHN ERHARDT - OWNER
(616) 476-85344
{616} 476-2866
VANDALIA -P.O_BOX 275

689608 Sunsef Bivd.
Union, Mf

676-641-5317

“Since 19787

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, ML 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a fisting of cur other 10 locatisns, or to find out mere

53021 Birch Rd. £ JOYCE KLIMEK about our people, products and services, visit us at:
at Birch Lake Broker .
Vandalia, MI 43085 Phone Fax (§18) 4756-2370 www.bigclumber.com

New Hickory Inn
Restaurant
Jones, Michigan
{616) 244-9004

it \\_;cd-ljésda'y «& Th u.r'sd_a_\’ 3-10-pm-
- Friday & Saturday 5-11pm

“Evening Specials

o Featuring Chichen, Seafood & Steaks -
- Prime Rib with Salad Bar!!! -

~ Evening Spec lals ~
{(With choice of \Potato & salad bar)

Mom - Going fishin
Tue - Chicken (all you can eat)
Wed - Chicken
Thur - Shrimp (All you can eat)
Fri - Cod (all you can eat)
Crab Legs - 1 lb. $9.95;
2 1b. $14.95
Sat - Steak Sizzler (all you can eat)
or - Prime Rib with Salad Bar
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FOR SALE

For Sale — 1999 Ford Ranger 4x4 supercab.
24,500 mites. white, all options (CD, remote
keyless entry, cruise control), brand new BF
Goodrich tires, white fiberglass matching cap.
Super Clean. $15,999. John Meyers 616-
3448186

1987 Oids Cutlass Ciera. 170,000 miles;
goed conditon. $1,000. Call 616-683-5008.
Viewable af Birch Lake

For Sale — Hotpoint electric range. Good
condition. 30-inch wide; 4-burner, self-clean-
ing. White. 350. The Falks, North Shore or

call 616-323-9396.

For Sale — 1295 Yamaha Wave Raider. Like
new witrailer, [ift and cover. 476-2039

19380 Ford Van. Custom made VanTyke
Conversion. Really nice. Under 60,000
mileage. Call Bud or Louise at 616-476-2174
to look atit

FOR SALE: Small sailboat, about 14, Sears
Surfwind. Sail & boat in good shape. $450.
Can be seen at Duffy Dufour’s cottage, E120,
or call 476-2807 for more info.

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Rental, Birch Lake Rental, execu-
tive style, open concept, completely furnished.
Central air, sauna, laundry room, HBO, Show-
time and much more. $1,100 weekly, $250
daily/minimum 3 days, 3200 refumable
deposit. Call Karen @ 616-983-1663 or 616-
921-3617. Weekly rentals still available.

WANTED TO BUY
Boat trailer for fishing boat. Call Bud &
476-2528

BLYC NOTES

The second shipment of “Four Seasons Of
Birch Lake™ VHS fape are in and can be
picked up at Machallack’s or Rasmussen's.
There are extras!

MISCELLANY

Professional boat seat testers available for
immediate hire. Prefer evening and weekend
work; only available in good weather. Don't
miss this opportunity to have your boat's seats
fully tested for dual-cheek compatibility and
your drink holders tested for wave resistance.
Call Phil and Sandy zt 1680 or stop by the
East Shore Marina for full details.

Sweatshirts ordered at pancake breakfast or
Yacht Club have amived. Pick up North, East,
West side order at Mardy Miller's; Southside
orders at Denny Weesner's, Orders received
after July 7 may be here August 4.

ut your Barker Classifie

We Sell:
Manitou Pontoons
Crestiiner Boats & Pontoons
Triton Bass Boats
Mercury Motors
EZ Loader Trailers
Starr Boat Lifts & Plers

Web Site: triboats.com

atfsfact’
customer SS rvice is

69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130
PHONE: 616/641-2154
FAX: 616/641-2154

o comes Fir st

We Service:

Mercury Mercruiser
Force Yoiveo
Johnson Penta
Evinrude Omc

Email: triboats.com@prodigy.net

THE TANSHOP/{
Simonton Lake Plaza {
51523 S.R. 19 N. - Elkhart, IN 46514

Ultrabronz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

¥E REPLACE CEN TER

GLASS DOORS ANC GAS LOG
INSTALLATION » CHIMNEY -
CLEANING, REPAIR AND -
. NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FURLL LINE

% FIREPLACES - WOOD STOVES

OF ACCESSORIES

Jimn Geselle

(219 262-1433 = (219 264-0728

1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Turn Nocth
134 M. 10 comer of Chapel Hill Street

Sunday Services: Sunday School  9:30 am
Worship Hour  10:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Wednesday: Adult 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm
Kid's Ciub 7:30 pm

Come worship with us

219‘264‘49 77 {803 4T9-0303 = Fax {219) Z266-6338
CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH - \\;,?f Ghhe only thing we
). 14525 Chapet Hill Street » Union, M1 49130 e
R ol Phone: 616-641-5235 ovedook ¢

Steaks - Cffg/éad
Splaits
19984 M 60 Eas!

. Three Rivers, MI 48093
{616} 279-7984
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A letter from our friends at Birch Lake Yacht Club
Camp Tannadoonah Contributions
$___ - BLYC Member Dues (820 year)
$ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year)
§__ - Salling Fess ($15/ year)
§_ - Buiding Improvement Fund
$___ - Fireworks Display Fund
$__ - Water Quality Program
$ - Other
$___ - Riparian (&7, provide address)
July 12, 2001 TOTAL
M. Machalleck Cotrmodors $
Birch Lake Yacht Club
14874 Birch Lakeshore Drive
Vandaliz, ME 49095
Dear Mr. Machallock and the Birch Lake Yacht Club: Make checks payable to:
‘Thank you for your dedication to Camp Tannadoonah. Your pancake breakfist was & Bfl'Ch Lake YaChf CIUb
great success again this year!  Many lake residents had en oppostunity 1o visit with
fricnds zad enjoy the pancakes. Lo Mail to:
Lﬁm mﬁ"m upm donation will belp with crany camp L [1-1501Elg )‘grc‘;jegDe.r, TrEeasturer
SN unve £as
neraio o s oo B ek, oo semng e Elkhart, IN 46514
Thank you fot your support! D]’Qp Qﬁ:
" s Y el %mg2< Pe 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)
Elainc Veevacte Kav-Schilling
Executive Director Board President
HANDY TIP

MUSTY BOOKS can be a real problem espe-
cially when they sit enclosed in your cottage all year.
Here's a easy way to remove the smell. Place the
books in a brown paper sack along with some clean
cat litter. Close the bag tightly and leave for a week.
When you take the books out there will be no odor!

“The Lake Expert”

Shore Acres

21550 Shore Acres Rd
‘Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
Office: {800) 385-2763
Residence: {616) 476-2515
Email: nancywalker@realtor.com

. mEMAX
“"NancyWalker Shore Acres
CRS, GRI ‘ 7 24550 Shoro Acres R -

wwwswnﬁmiganhqmes.com R C_Wh,mséﬂ_@m a

!n today ] ccmpetltive real &sta;e market you need fresh and crealwe ways to sell -
‘and buy homes. That’s why it's a good. idea to use a rea! estate agent who fui Iy
understands the iate.st tecbmques that get results fastf

 .} rm a professional real estaie agent for RE/MAX So |f you 're iookmg for an mmva«
tive and hard-workmg mdmdua% to represent you or someone you know m buyang
or seiimg a home piease caii me today Fresh :deas are my specsaity

7z

~ Sincerely,
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