John Ball and
Jim Beck fora
creat day of
golf and an
excellent meal It sure was fun
and now we have a year to
practice to try to dethrone the
number 1 team next year.
Paula Russell and Elizabeth
Parkinson had another great
turnout for KIDS Science,
Remember to get your kids to

the Yacht Club, Saturday,
August 4th from 10:30 am to
noon for the last KIDS
Olympics program.

What a busy week we have
planned for the Yacht Club.
The ladies decorated the Yacht
Club for the Ladies Luncheon
on Wednesday, August 1st.
They were expecting a sold out
crowd for this event.

Also, the Ladies Golf
Cuting and hinch at Lindy’s
should be a great success.
Thanks to Mardy Miller and
Betsy Custard for chairing this

event.

Plan to come to the Jimmy
Buffett Party at the Yacht Club,
Saturday, August 4th. Jim and
Sally Beck have nun this event
the last 3 years and it has
proved to be one of the BEST
events of the season! Geton
those “Island Clothes™ and
check out our Margaritas.
Bring and hors d’oeuvre to
share and enjoy the music. See
you there.

Your Commodore

-Mike Machalleck

A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

Volume Eleven, August 4, 2001

Barker photos by Phll Vitale

The big news of the weekis
the continued heat spell
that brought temperatures
near 100 degrees and
humidity levels that left us
a covering of haze every
merning. Despite the
steambath, the county
managed to pave at least a
part of Birch Road along
the east shore (including
the hill near the landing).

Birch Lake
Calendar

8/4 - Immy Buffett Party
KIDS Olympics 10:30 am
8/1 -Kids Regatta 1 pm
8/18-Corn & Sausage Roast
Homeowners Assn. 9 am
8/19-BLYC Board Meeting Sarm
8/25 - Fall Dinner/Annual
Meeting
9/3 - Labor Day Regatta
11/22 - Turkey Day Regatta

Buffett party.

Buffett Party tonight!

Take a trip on Desdemona’s Rocket Ship at the Yacht
Club with hosts Jim and Sally Beck tonight (Saturday,
Aug 4th) at 7 pm (Indiana time) for the annual Jimmy

Break out those “Island Clothes™ and visit Sharkey’s
Bar for Margaritas, beer, and various other libaticns, and
of course, plenty of good Jimmy Buffett music.

Bring an hors d’oeuvre to share.

KIDS Olympics today

Kids Olympics, the third in the Birch Lake Yacht Club
KIDS® events will take place from 10:30 am to Noon today
(Saturday, Aug. 4th). All kids are welcome to come out to
compete and share in the fun and refreshments.”

And don’t miss the KIDS Regatta will August 11 at 1
pm. All sailors should plan on meeting at the Harman's
pier on the East Shore prior to 1 pm.

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB FALL DINNER

Saturday, August 25
Birch Lake Yacht Club
6 pm Cocktails - 7 pm Dinner
510 adults - 385 children
Polish Dinner Buffet
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY 38/18
(available at Buffett Party, Comn & Sausage Roast or mail below)

# Adults at $10@ equals
# Children at $5(@ equals
total number

NAME

total § enclosed

tickets will be held for you at the door

Return to: Jim Bolinger
63276 Birch Read (East Shore)
Vandalia, Mi 49095

 If you have items for the BARKER, please put the inth
3pm.on Sunday afternoon, or e-mail the info to me at sailorphil@]

{10 days. pnor to desrred pubhcatlon date) to Phil Vitale, 122 s
' ] B - To

| Note: AH times . the Barka' are IST ( Imﬁana Standard T zme) unless stated otherwise




Birch Lake Notes

News From The Cove?

For the poor rubes who have nothing else going on

By Sandi Beach
Filling in for Sunny Waters who better get
back toute de suite or I'm sure to die of
promaine poisoning.

In an effort to be hospitable, several
Birch Lakers have invited me to dine with
them. The first invitation came froma
seemingly nice couple. When I knocked
on their door the husband, I think his name
was Phil, took one look, grabbed a handful
of Tootsie Rolls, slung them at me and
said, “Sure is a scary mask you got on.
Happy Halloween.” Before the door
slammed shut the wife, Sandy, if I'm not
mistaker, grumbled, “It’s not Halloween, them.
dummy.”

“Coulda fooled me. So long, Kid.”

My next hosts were some people on the
south shore, While they appeared to be
most hospitabie, 1.1, the lady of the house,
was a little ditsy. The dinner table was
beautifully set and the main course was
tasty. Salad was served European style,
after the entree. It was most appealing until
the first bite. What the hostess obviously
mistook for ranch dressing was, in fact,
Coppertone sunblock. I don’t wish to dis-
cuss the consequences.

The following evening, still feeling

porcelain god.

The last invitation came from Gertie
and Bob something or other. By this time I
had absolutely no trust in Birch Lake cooks
and zebra mussel’s brulee in a pastry shell;
the mere thought sent me to worship the

You wonder why 1 have an attitude? I
dor’t give bodiddly if Sunny hasn’t recov-
ered from her big-deal eyelash implant:
I'M OUTTA HERE!

May the bluebird of happiness drop lit-
tle bundles of cheer upon you

sunblock squeamishness, T was the guest of
Howard and Beth Blackwood who dis-
played their culinary skills with Aldi
peanut butter spread thinly on bread color-
fully dotted with green and blue patches.
The bread wasn't the only thing furning
green. As if sent from heaven, my cell
phone rang and I wold the Blackwoods that
I had to leave due to an emergency.
Actually it was telemarketing but I was so
grateful that I called them back and
ordered one of their $40,000.00 sprinkling
systems and gave the the narnes and phone
numbers of ALL the people at Birch Lake
whom I knew would just Iove to hear from

Coming next week: Sunny’s

~Sandi Beach back with an all-new look!

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573 U.S. 12
Union, M1 49130

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

219 5. 3rd St

P.0. Box 1828
Eikhart, IN46515
218/ 293-9571
FAX 2157 294-8937

John Bali, Jr., C.1.C.
Registered Represaentative

Ovmer - John Gableman

Self storage Sizes available: 10x 10 ft.
o Home I0x 154
¢ Bosat I0x20 £
e Auto

o Trailer

Corner of M-60 and Lewis Lake Rd.
(616) 476-2132

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MI
{616) 641-5861

Cpen Daily: 7am-10pm MI, 6am-9pm IN

FEATURING:
Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh feats
Cold Beer
Videos

Page 2




Congratulations Kim & Stu

Assuming that there were no
radical changes of plans, by the
time you read this Barker, Kim
Pritz will be the bride of Stewart
Spratt. The couple was sched-
uled to be married on Friday,
Aug 3 in South Bend

The newlyweds intend to
make thetr home in South Bend
during the week and in the off
months, and spend considerable
time at the Spratt cottage on the
north shore, where Stewart will
continue to watch the stars.

3,2,1...KIDS Science Blasts Off
About 25 Birch Lake young

scientists attended KIDS

Science on Saturday, July 28th.

They constructed COZ rockets

Birch

that blasted off up to 20 feet,
made colorful GAK, and made
lava volcanoes. They also
learned about birds and how
they eat, as well as vortex torna-
do tubes!

The kids enjoyed refresh-
ments of popcom, cookies,
juice, and candy. Thanks to
adult “lab techs™ Paula Russell,
Elizabeth Parkinson, Ann
Kesmodel, and Helen Toth.

See you Saturday at KIDS
Olympics!

Crazy camping cousins

Last week, five of the
youngest Toth cousins attended
Camp Tannadoonah. Matthew
Toth, 13, enjoyed sports and
sailing. Katie Kesmodel, 12,

swam the full length of the lake
without a life jacket as her
counselors rowed across the
lake. Congratulations Katie!

Lauren Kesmodel, 9, loved
making arts and crafts.

Patrick Russell, 8, loved the
food, as well as sports and
drama. Connor Russell, 5, AKA
“Super Con™ and “Ladies Man”,
was popular with the Jadies!

Though their parents still
don’t believe it, Matthew and
Katie both won the “goiden
broom™ award for the cleanest
cabin,

Had there been recognition
for the messiest cabin, Patrick
and Conmnor would have won
hands down!

All cousins (and parents) are

ake Notes

looking forward to next year!
Thanks Camp Tannadoonah!

Blackweod Quartet to sing

The Pleasant View Church
of Christ is having the
Blackwood Quartet in concert
on Sunday August 5, at 6 PM.
MI time.

The Blackwood quartet
sings southern gospel mostly.
everyone welcome no admission
charge but 2 offering will be
taken for the group.

The address of the church is
60550 Crooked Creek Road,
Cassopolis, ML, at the comer of
Crooked Creek Road and M-60

PO Box 153
Viandailis, Michigan 45035

CARRY-OUT
FOODS

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
2:3Cpm o 11:CGlpm

SUNDAY
4:.00pm - 9:00pm

Closed Monday & Tuesday
38 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Finest Food in Michtana
Phone: (616) 476-9606

TOTAL PACES
CORSTIRUCTION

Serving Michiana area for 7 years

Commercial & Residential

219-679-7257
Construction Excavation Remeodeling Landscaping
Additions Concrete Roofing All General
Decks, Patios  Tearout Siding Landscapes
Sidewalks Demoliton  Foundation Lot Clearing
Garages Grading Finishing
Pole Bams Retaining Basemenis
Yard Bams Walls Inside remodels

We deliver: topsoil, mulch, gravel, slag, sand, landscaping stone
We haul away: branches, brush, bum piles, trash
Fencing: privacy, chain link and farm « Install yards (sod and seed)

ANY JOB » ANY SIZE » CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

UMD

Licensed & Bonded

B Writng and Editing
& Photography

B Design

B Graphic Arts

4 Phil Vitale
Publishing .

Birch Lake’s premier source for

¥ Desktop Publishing
B Publishing Services
B Websites

& e-mail newsletters

$. Michigan St.. Suite 310°
: South Bend. IN 46601 - _
“Dovwntensn —above the Chocolute Café

719-737-3'73\ ’fn"’l‘) "a"-‘38

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Spet Removal

* Pet Deoderization

* Minimal Drying Time
General Hlome Cleaning

Y Vacuuming & Dusting
* Window Washing

*Kitchen & Bethroom
Sanitizing

ans Birch D

insured & Bondad

Residential & Commercial

€3093 Birch Road

BL16-4T6-2431

Yandaila, i

TOOLING -

qve

55951 RUSSELL NDUSTF% IAL PRWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

(218} 255-5176

Safe and

MFG - (219) 255-5350

erl
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In the early moming hours
the eastem sky holds some inter-
esting sights this time of vear.
Sirfus, the Dog Star, is becoming
visible in the predawn twilight.
Sirfus is the brightest star in the
night sky. Itis outshined only
by Jupiter and Venus. Becauvse it
is so bright, legend has it that the
heat from Sirius combines with
the heat from the sun, giving us
the excessively hot weather we
often call the dog days of sum-
Iner.

Along with Sirius comes a
harbinger of winter, {a horrifying
thought) Orion, the Humter.
Orion’s belt, a distinct line of
three bright stars, is visible now
stretching straight up from the
horizon. As summer winds
down and we get into fall, Onion

St’s Star Stuff
The dog days arrive

will rise earlier and earlier, and
the stars making up his belt will
become more horizontal. By
winter Oricn will have assumed
his familiar place in the southern
sky for most of the night

Follow the line of three stars
up from the horizon and a little
to the left and you will find
Aldebaran, the orange eye of
Taurus the Buil. Near Aldebaran
lie members of the Hyades star
cluster, a locse collection of stars
held together by the stars’ mutu-
al gravitational attraction.
Aldebaran, although not a mem-
ber of the cluster, is often
“attached” to the group to com-
plete 2 “V™ shape pattern 1o sym-
bolize the bull’s face.

Further up from the horizon,
past Aldebaran, is one of may
favorite sights in the summer sky

— the Pleiades. The Pleiades is
a cluster of several hundred
young stars about 400 light-years
from Earth. The stars were all
bom from a single cloud of gas
and dust, and they move through
space &s a group. Right now, the
stars are passing through a DIF-
FERENT intersteller cloud from
the one in which they were born.
Photos of the cluster reveal
wisps of gas and dust in the sec-
ond cloud that are painted blue
by light from the hot, young
stars.

To the unaided eye, the
Pleiades looks like a tiny dipper-
shaped pattern of six mederately
bright stars. Ancient Japanese
skywatchers named the star pat-
term “Subarw™ That's why the
logo on Subaru cars shows six
stars. The new Japanese national

telescope in Hawaii is also
named Subaru. But in very dark
skies, to those with keen eve-
sight, a seventh star is visible,
too. For some American Indian
tribes, finding that seventh star
was a vision test. The extra star
helps give the cluster its nick-
name the Seven Sisters. The
Pleiades are particularly shmning
when viewed through binoculars.

In the early moming, look for
the Plejades by following the
line made by Orion’s belt. Look
a bit left of that ling. Watch how
the belt begins to flatten out over
the coming weeks as Orion
climbs higher into the early
hours™ sky. And for now, enjoy
the dog days and the show.
They’re both free.

~Stewart Spratt

ing up Sat., Aug 11atl

Once again, no
WINDI!! Hopefully
we can get some races
in before Labor Day.

The Kidzgatia ia com-

PM. There will be J)
FREE T-Shirts for ail
participants. Hope to EA
see all of you there. o st
~Jim Beck
fleet captain 2001

Hey Kids!!!

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in cooperation
with AAA of Michigan, Stearns Manufacturing and Wellington
Water Sports, is offering a drawing for young boaters to receive a
free PFD. Michigan conservation officers carry postage paid draw-
ing cards that are handed out to boaters during the boating season. A
drawing is held during the boating season and if your name is drawn
you will receive a free PFD delivered by 2 conservation officer. For
== an opportunity to win a free PFD, please contact 2 Michigan conser-
vation officer on the water during the boating season.

"I NSURANCE AJEKCT, INC

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

_ Insurance
Mature Owner Discounts

1547 .S . 12
P.O.Box 74
Union, M1 49130

“Call us for a quick quote”

{616) 641-5855
Fax (616) 641-5787

32502 M-G2 West

EVANS BROS.
“OVER 40 YEARS EXFERIENCE™

= FOREICN CARS & CORVETTES

+ AUTO PAINTING

= COMPLETE BODY REPAIR

* RADIATOR SERVICE

* GLASS REPLACEMENT

+ FREE ESTIMATES

= ¥WE USE THE LATEST
URETHANE PAINTS

BODY SHOP

R N
LAl &
.-‘,’H!l%\"{'iiq .

~ N 11
4 r !
———

"‘”'W" 4 =

£

24 Hour Emergengy
Wrecker service

“We are the Best in the Business”
Accept No Substitures

476-2441

SQUTH Ok CALVIN CENTER KDL OFF

EAST TC END OF RCAD. 15874 Brownsville fel, Vandaila

YWhen you're ready 10 seil your 1aké property, we

W50 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TuRe

e, Mogen 4IUT ake it easy fo find buyers because we're the
{616) 7824000  speciaiists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called
Direct Lake Properfy Markefing.

So when #'s tfime {o sell, just give us a call and we'll sizd reeling
m the buyers!
VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ htip://JerdouRealty.Com

 JERDON |

FERE EXTRYE SRC.

ESTABLISHED 1850
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Best of Beck o Blstho

Oven French Toast Pour mixture over bread slices. Refrigerate about 40 minutes.
covered overnight. Let stand 5 minutes

Prepare and Refrigerate before serving.

overmght 1 loaf French ‘When ready to bake, heat oven to 350

Bread cut into I-inch thick  degrees. Place on cookie sheet to catch Mandarin Qrange

slices. spills. Cooler

Fill 9-inch square baking Topping: 1 stick butter (unsalted) softened I shot of Mandarin Vodka

dish with bread slices so the dish is com-~ 1 cup packed light brown sugar Add ice
pletely covered, and filled to the top. 2 Tlbs dark com syrup Fill with tonic water
1 cup coarsely chopped pecans Garnish with an orange slice.
Mix 6 large eggs, 11/2 cups each, milk and
half and half, 1 tsp vanilla, 1/8 tsp each, cin-  Mix butter, brown sugar, and com syrup. Very refreshing with a good orange taste.
namon and nutmeg. Stir in pecans. Spread topping evenly over

bread slices. Bake until puffed and golden,

The Birch Lake Fishing Corner

How to release a fish unharmed gills. Release the fish gently in quiet water released fish is five to 10 times greater

after it can hold itself upright and has when the angler uses artificial rather than
The Michigan DNR recommends the regained strength to swim from your gentle  natural baits.
following steps to ensure a fish intended for ~ &1IP. . . Anglers may choose to use barbless
release has the best chance for survival: The use of artificial files and lures is hooks so fish can be released more easily.
B Play and land fish as rapidly as possible recommended whenever many fish are Standard hooks can be made barbless by
to reduce exhaustion stress. This is especial-  being caught and released. Survival of flattening the barb with needle-nose pliers.
ly critical when water is warm.
;ifgli the fish in the water as much as Fish stories
B Do not squeeze the fish or place fingers Currently only two state record fish have been caught by Cass County fishermen:
in the gills. A landing net is helpful.
Hulliemcge Ighe 1i(wok ggnﬂg- R?thﬁr ﬁﬁf& Black Bullhead Warmouth Bass
pullmg the hook out of 2 deeply OOKe Weight: 3.44 Weight 1.02 lbs
fish, cut thehne (Ieader). The hook will Leng.th: 17 Lerigth: 16 inches
o rovive an evhausied ish while fishe | Ye27 1999 Year. 2000
ing in inland waters or streams, hold it gen- Water Body: Magician Lake Water Body: Eagle Lake
tly in 2 upright position facing downstream | County: Cass County: Cass
in fairly calm water and move it stowly Angler: Louie Keller Angler: Mark A. Losee
back and forth to move water through its

Lioyd Vaughn
' ST. EVANS FIREWORKS © Owner
13421 MCKINLEY HIGHWAY _ _ -
MISHAWAKA, IND 46545 : 2ot
219 256 5938
AREA'S LARGEST SUPPLIER (SEPT[C SERV;{CE}
AT THE BEST PRICES |

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

L |
BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON INFOR R EG‘U. pME\‘g’E E;&E;ggg

20%. DISCOUNT

, LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHIGAN & IND:
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PU s IANA
RCHASE Accepting VISA & msa*smnn

WE AT RKM FIREORKS ARE AGAIN FAPPY T0 PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
TR THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW

Dave’s Tree Trimming

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks

Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filters Faucets Winterization
20% Discount David Holdread 3
Fully Insured {219) 293-4097 { ' 1 g) 29 5 -@$ 6 3 3

License # CP81041499 License #81-07776
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Water Quality Committee August 2001 Report #11

ML&SA partnership update

Michigan Lake and Stream Associations (ML&SA) has a partnership with the Michigan Department
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to assist in the collection of samples and information that provide insight
fo the quality and trophic status of the lake. This partnership is titled the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program. Birch Lake is taking part in 4 targeted parameters:

1) Secchi disk readings

2) spring and summer phosphorus concentrations

3) chiorophyll a concentrations

4) depth profiles of dissolved oxygen.

L 1999 and 2000 results: Qligotrophic high guality Mesotrophic
Birch Lakefis proof A at a lake can improve from Mesotrophic to very low Mesotrophic with controlled
watershed managementagd residents who are loyal to the lake.

Birch LakeVias no agriculture, septic system, stream, road runoff or groundwgter problem. Birch Lake has
a program that fertilizes lawns with 0 phosphorus runoff.

Last summer marked a change in the Iake environmént.
Birch La e part1c1pated in the Zebra Mussel Monitoring & Reporting Program diected by Mike Klepinger,
Exotic Sec1es Program Coordinator, Michigan Sea Grant, Michigan State Univefsity. Mx. Klepinger tells us
that the erly warning allows us to develop a program to stop the invasion of the veligers spread by boat own-
ers and anglers.

The initial hvpothesis is that zebra mussels clean up a lake,
Clear waters do not necessarilv mean safe, clean waters.
The prodigious filtering of water by zebra mussels may increase humar and wildlife exppsure to organic
pollutants (PCBs and PAHs) Early studies show that zebra mussels rapidly accumulate ordanic pollutants
within their tissues to Jevels more than 300,000 times greater than concentrations in the envilgnment. Zebra
russel feces and pseudofeces stay at the bottom of the lake. As waste particles decompose oXygen is used

up.

\ The presence of zebra mussels increases the algae growth rate.
Aleae is dikested more rapidly than it decomposed before the mussels arrived. This results in more rapid

recycling of whosphorus and nitrogen which provides more nutrienis fo stimulate the growth ¢ nlae:

1) Cladopifora a filanteriqus green algae that attaches to rock
2yl a filamentous bldesgreen algae in mussel beds

Noxious blue-green algae blooms are not likely to be reduced by zebra mudgsel filtration.

During recent Microcystis blooms in western Lake Erie and in Saginaw Baw gebra myséels were observed
- N . . . . . i

rejecting the clumps of Microcystis pulled into their siphons.

UNDERSTANDING RAPID ALGAL ASSESSMENT DATA_
This summer, Rapid Algal Assessment is a powerful addition to other water quality data being collected.
Birch Lake is one of ten lakes participating in the pilot program developed by ML&SA and MDEQ. This
new parameter provides even more information about the status of Birch Lake.

Algae are a diverse group of photosynthetic organisms, growing in the water column and on submerged sur-
faces in ponds, lakes and streams, often to great excesses. Because they use mutrients dissolved in the water
and reproduce on the order of a few hours to a few days, algae respond very quickly to changes in the lake

environment,

Algae often are the first biological indicator to respond to environmental change, so monitoring algae popula-
tion can provide accurate feedback on the increasing or decreasing of the water quality of Birch Lake.

-g temple
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The Loon is on the move in Michigan

LANSING — The common loon, the
farmiliar symbol for the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources Nongame
Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund, is on the
move,

Beginning April 2 of this year, Michigan
drivers have the opportunity to show their
support for Michigan’s endangered, threat-
ened and nongame wildlife by purchasing a
wildlife habitat license plate for their vehi-
cle. Michigan taxpayers, who were encour-
aged 1o “look for the loon” on the state
income tax form for many years, now have
a new opportunity to show their support
through the wildiife plate.

Since the nongame fund was established
in 1983, the program has had three main
goals:

& To restore populations of endangered and
threatened species through management and
protection.

& To maintain present populations of ani-
mals and plants.

B To promote appreciation and awareness
of Michigan’s nongame wildlife and endan-
gered species through education and first-
hand opportunities to experience wildlife.

Species management efforts are aimed at
restoring endangered and threatened animals
and plants and keeping common species
cornmon. Peregrine falcons, trumpeter
swans, gray wolves, Kirtland’s warblers,
Mitchell’s satyrs, lake sturgeon and com-
mon terns are just a few of the hundreds of
wildlife species that have benefited from
projects supported through the trust fund.
Wildlife recreation also has benefited. The
fund supports a netwerk of mere than 100
watchable wildlife sites throughout
Michigan. These sites provide a variety of
opportunities to view some of our state’s
most popular wildlife species. The watch-
able wildlife program also promotes efforts
that teach people how to responsibly photo-

graph and view all forms of wildlife and
plants.

Wildlife education is the program’s third
major focus. Over the years, a number of
educational programs have been supported
including distribution of more than three
million habitat and species posters and fund-
ing for mumerous interpretive trails, signs
and programs. Most recently, the fund has
supported over 100 small grants to schools
as part of the Nature Education Sites for
Tomorrow (NEST) program. This program
encourages schools to develop and maintain
nature education sites on school grounds
using native plant species.

Since its inception, the Nongame Fish

Conserve Wikdlife Habitar T

and Wildlife Trust Fund has raised more
than $9.5 million in support of critical proj-
ects for nongame species. In partnership
with the Secretary of State’s office, the new
fund raising vehicle registration plate will
provide Michigan’s citizens with an oppor-
tumity to help the program continue and
SrowW,

Birch Lake Yacht Club Past Commodores

1561 - John Machalleck
1962 - Bill King
1963 - Seldon Foote
1964 - Earl Troeger
1965 - Chas Purdy
1966 - John Ball
1967 ~ Dale Bratcher
1968 - Floyd Fulmer
1969 - Dick Cowen
1970 - Jack Troeger
1971 - Bruce Harlan
1972 - J. Beehler
1973 - Terry Montague
1974 - Bob Ross
1975 « Joe O°Brien
1976 - Bill Hayden
1977 - Judy Olson
1978 - Dick Whiteman
1979 - Roy Henderson
1980 - Dave Anthony
1981 - Chuck Fortino

1982 - Earl Troeger
1983 - Earl Troeger
1984 - Herm Kruggel
1985 - Randy Welch
1986 - Mike Machalleck
1987 -~ Ken Tate
1988 - Dan Reynolds
1989 ~ Harold Crammer
1990 - Buzz Rasmussen
1991 - Bud Zesinger
1952 - John Gableman
1993 - Rich Mullin
1994 - Bob Waddie
1995 - Linda Curtis
1996 - Sue Wagner
1997 - Scott Troeger
1998 - Al Cover
1999 - Jim Beck
2000 - Bob King
2001 - Mike Machalleck (current)
2001 Vice-Commodore - Jim Bollinger

Eagle Lake Marine
has personalized service and certified technicians
who go the extra mile to ensure that your boating

days are pleasurable

68777 Avenue A
Edwardshurg, Mi
616/688-5103

1-888/EAGLE-LA
(1-888/324-5352)
FAX 616/699-7488

Storage & Sales E Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop

Beat Covers/Seat

CoversiTops/Upholstery & More

MERCURY

aanparn

Hoerer Tz T Wirl) Bauee

; - MerCruiser HONDA
*dgﬁgggg‘* MARINE
" Fguape

STARCRAFT ="

Stop in today and pick up
a free accessories catalog
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LP GRILL TANKS
P/U, FILLED
& DELIVERED

Call Scott (Cottage #100) 476-1001
or
Travis (Cottage #008) 476-2820

'S GA

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
FEONE: 476-227%

Custom Pier Contractors 24 BOUR TOWING
GASQLINE AND AUTO EEPAIE
MINE RART
William D. Stohler 2:00 AM T 7:30 P (M) SUNDAY TERU TEURSDAY

B0 ADT TO 8:00 PM (MI) FRIDAY ARD SATURDAY
CLOSED STWDAY 1630 TO 12:30 M)

Buiidmg #3 A% TG & FETTY *= BECKY =*
P.O. Box 415 Diamond Lake Marina
Cassopolis, MI 49031 616-445-8838 VIRA - MASTERCARD ACCEPIED

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors™

Accents & Images

Dick & Judy Lindzy

Interior Design

- R, Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml 45085 241 Dixie Way North
(219) 273-5025 South Bend, IN 46637

Ap——= %2 219-272-7000

B’ &a ﬂg%&‘k !rﬂrern e‘} Bringing the Birch Lake

Community Oniinef i
Local internet Access! Y o
+ Completely unlimited, direct 36K v.90
Internet access! ' Rial-Up Costs
+ gagfggua; gmai% gccoun: with web access {No setup costs) L
4 Ql merver spade 1or 20 r mon e
Web Pages or file storage 250 ?:r 3m omh 5 Bgd
4+ Unlimited free account support
& BeanSprou{ News 395 for 5] months
¢ instant Internet Setup CD with Netscape $185 per year (WOW!) -
Communicator and AOL Instant Messenger ggjﬂ?ﬁ;&"@iéw
Getting On-line has never been easier! Start Your internet Experience Edwardsburg, Mi 48112

We can help your organization gain high-speed| ~ with 10 FREE DAYS!
access for the entire office, AND develop your
presence on the web with your own Cali toll free 877 681-2865 or go 1o

www.name.com address! www.beanstali.net
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215t Century Lake Life

hen we bought our place
at Birch in 1972, we lived
in a small northwestern
suburb of Chicago, and

the three-hour drive from
one home to the other served as 2 joumey
between disparate worlds. The Village of
Barrington, our linois home, had a popula-
tion of less than 10,000, but we could be at
O’Hare Field in 20 minutes, and downtown
Chicago took us less than an hour to reach
by car.

Barrington meant hurried meals and
short nights of sleep. It served as headquar-
ters for travel, business, social achvities,
exercise, theater, and anything else we could
cram into eighteen- hour days. The lake
meant sssllloooooww down, relax, look at
the trees, stare at the water, have fun, spend
time with our daughters, stare at the water
some more, enjoy each other, talk, walk,
sail, and when all else failed, stare at the
water,

We came to Birch at least once 2 month
all yvear long. Shirley Anne and the girls
lived here dunng the summers, (I flew in or
drove in on weekends) and we spent

Thanksgiving and Christmas vacations here.
This became our land for decompression,
for intense discussion, for deepening love as
a family. I always felt liberated and free of
burdens the moment, we started down one
of the hills and our headlights lit up the
water.

Every major decision we made through-
out the "70s and early "80s, we made on
these shores. At Birch we could take the
time to think and to talk and the phone
rarely rang because we didn’t give out the
number to outsiders. Dawn decided before
she turned 12 that she wanted to live here
someday, and Lisa declared, and still
believes, that this place is “home.”

Life on Birch is much different for us
now. Lisa and her family live within 15
miles of our old Barrington home, and
Dawn, though she and her family live next
door to us when we’re at the lake, 1s a wife
and a mother and a teacher and a very busy
persorn.

We've stopped traveling except for
pleasure, and my work is now “a moveable
feast™ that goes with me wherever I am. As
a writer in the 215t Century I have a bless-
ing and a curse. Modern technology, and
especially the Intemet, enables me to write
and sell my short stories, and assays, and
books without leaving my home. That's the
blessing. My home and my workplace are
now inseparable. That's the curse.

Two of mry recently completed books
and a reissue of my first mystery will come
out over the next few months. A new novel
and my earlier one will both appear as e~
books for the first time, and eady next vear
we’ll do a print version of the second novel.
A collection of some of my previously pub-
lished short stories hits the presses in

September as a trade paperback, an e-book,
and a palm book. Who had heard of a palm
book even three years ago?

My editors and publishers for the novels
live in Canton, New York and London,
England respectively, and though we com-
municate almost every day, I've never met
either of them. One book cover (and 15
short story illustrations) came from the gift-
ed hands and the extraordinary imagination
of a woman named Haze McElhenny who
lives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and the
second cover design sprang from the genius
of Sara Fisk who lives in Sacramento,
California. For weeks we passed drawings
back and forth and discussed design con-
cepts and fictional intent. I"ve never met
Haze or Sara either.

Phil Vitale and I have decided to write,
edit, and publish a series of “boutique”™
books for discreet and limited audiences.
We'll be able to work with our printer
entirely by e-mail, and we will print books
as we sell them, not in the hope that we’ll
sell them, In the words of Michael Keaton
from that marvelous comedy, Nightshift, “Is
this a great country or what?”.

I love being able to do this work in this
way, though it took me about four years 1o
figure out how to do 1t without allowing it
1o devour our lives. My only problem is
that there are no longer any natural or nec-
essary dividing lines I can utilize to main-
tain the lovely peacefulness and intimacy
we have always thrived on at Birch. Qur
home is family and social life central for us,
but it is also my office now, and my busi-
ness cyber-meeting place. I can go any-
where and anywhere can come here at any
moment. Isn't that wonderful? Perhaps the
old way was better.

President

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Keirn Construction

Terry L. Keirn

Phone: 616.476.2767

BIENZ CORST

SN

Licansed General Contractor

Journeyman Electrician
Residential Remodeling
Siding * Additions ¢ Pole Barns

No Job Too Small
12 Years Experience « Free Estimates

insured

Jeff Bienz

15286 Williamsville St.
Vandalia, Ml 49095

(616) 476-2517

* PWC Service
Seaboo Yamcha Kawasaki
* Major & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

1120 Foliet Drive
{(Behind Porky’s}

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

616-445-

2191

e

* Authorized SHORE STATLON
Boat Lift Dealer

* RAVE/Aquae Jump Trampolines
* Marina Supplies % Service * Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

+
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Lutz Concrete

709 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
Flatwork
Retaining Walls
Saw Cutting
Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete

616-279-7973

476-2843

?;@&385‘3?@

. ' AR
zpmmfao spomswa

Custom Silk Screening Custom Embroidery

= T-SHIRTS - CAPS - GOLF SHIARTS - 6 MONTHS - 6X
*TOTES ~JACKETS - MUGS - SWEATSHIRTS
+APRONS - BRASS PLAQUES « JERSEYS

~ ORGANIC COTTON T'S & SOCKS
- OTHER FINE GIFTS

MON-FRITDAM-5PH  BAT 1040 -4 PN
530 E. LasSalle

NG MINIMUMS
QUANTITY PRICING

232-1231

Termlte & Post Management

¢ Comnmersial

* Regdertal

» Res! Estee
FHA & VA

* Prst Comisod

® Tecmite Contal

* Rodert Cantral

® Fhen Tontrel
Compelitive Low Prices

SOHMN ERMARDT - OWNER
(516) 475-9344
{518} 475-2866
VANDALIA - PO BOX 2TS

68608 Sunsef Bivd,
Union, i

616-641-5317

“Since 1878

§3021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For 2 listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, preducts and services, visit us at:

af Birch Lake Broker
Vandalia, MI 48085 Phone Fax {648} 476-2370 www.bigclumber.com
New EﬁCk@W Tom ~ Eveni ung p@(c lals ~
Restaurant
Jones, Michigan
{616} 244 9@@4

(Wnth choice of potato & salad 1baur)

Mon - Going fishing
Tue - Chicken (all you can eat)
Wed - Chicken
Thuor - Sherionp (Al you can eat)
Fri - Cod (all you can eat)
Crab Legs - 1 lb. $9.95;
2 b. $14.95
Sat - Steak Sizzler (all you can eat)
or - Prime Rib with Salad Bar
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The top five things pets teach children

‘We have all heard it — Mom can we geta
dog? Why? Can I have a dog for my B-
day? Why? I asked Santa for a Dog and
T've been good.

Fidos out there are perfect teachers for
children and so are other pets. Following
are proven research benefits to granting
those wishes:

COMMUNICATION: Children leamn the
subtle cues their pets give to indicate their
feelings. They can later apply this lesson
to human interaction because they are

more attuned to watching for body posture.

EMPATHY: Children often become curi-
ous about the emotions their pets feel.

happy.

CONFIDENCE: Children go through life
under constant evaluation. They are rated
by their behavior, grades and athletic per-
formance. This is especially true of mid-
dle school children. Pets have no such
expectations. Pets give children the sense
of unconditional acceptance. No judging or
rating is involved.

Checking
his p-mail

RESILIENCE TO CHANGE: Children
who undergo traumatic experiences often
cope better when they have a pet to con-
fide in. Loneliness is very dangerous to
children. Having an animal companion
can make them feel a part of something all
the time.

This curiosity will extend itself to others.

You can find the perfect teacher at your

NUTURING SKILLS: If properly super-
vised by adults, a child leams how to take
care of another living being, and take
pleasure in keeping the pet health and

local Human Society.

-Fide 5 Friend

We Seil:
Maniton Pontoons
Crestliner Boats & Pontoons

Triton Bass Boats
Mercury Motors

EZ Leoader Trailers
Starr Boat Lifts & Piers

We Service:

Mercury Mercruiser
Force VYolvo
Johnson Penta
Evinrude Omc

69545 SUNSET BLVD.

UNION, MICHIGAN 49130
PHONE: 616/641-2154

Web Site: triboats.com

FAX: 616/641-2154
~

e
THE TAN SHOP /|

Simonton Lake Plaza
- Elikhart IN 46514

51523 SR I9N.
y

Uitrabra g}'z Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

Email: triboats.com@prodigy.net

FIREPI.ACE CENTER

FIREPLACES « WODD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOG
INSTALLATION ~ CHIMNEY -
CTLEANING, REPAIR AND
NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

- Jime Geselle

219y 2621533 = (2 10) 2640725
L8003 ATO-0303 » Fax (2187 2665338

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH
14525 Chapal Bl Street - Union, M} 494930
Fhone: 616-541-52368

g
A

1 WM. East of Union to Baldwin Prafrie Rd. Tum North
1% Wi, to comer of Ghapel Hill Soeet

Sunday Services: Suriday Schoal  9:30 am
Waorship Hour  10:45 am
Evening Sarvice  6:00 pm

Wednssiay: Aduit 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm
Kid's Club 7:30 pm

Come worship with us

\;?:\\W % orly ling we
¥ oredook rx

Gaither Lake

Steaks - chg/@ﬁd
Cf}w’zzzf

19584 {’\«’.‘tr 60 East
Thoee Rivers, MI 43003
 (616) 279-T954
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FOR SALE

For Sale — 1998 Ford Ranger 4x4 supercab.
24,500 miles. white, all options {CD, remote key-
less enfry, cruise controi), brand new BF
Goodrich tires, white fiberglass matching cap.
Super Clean. $15,999. John Meyers 616-344-
8186

1987 Olds Cutlass Ciera. 170,000 miles; good
condition. $1,000. Call 616-683-5009. Viewshle
at Birch Lake

For Sale — Hotpoint electric range. Good con-
dition. 30-inch wide; 4&-bumer, selfcleaning.
White. $50. The Falks, North Shore or caff 616-
323-9396,

For Sale — 1996 Yamaha Wave Raider. Like
new whirailer, litt and cover. 476-2039

1990 Ford Van. Custom made VanTyke

Conversion. Really nice. Under 60,000 mileage.

Call Bud or Louise at 616-476-2174 o look atit.

FOR SALE: Smali sailboat, about 14, Sears
Surfwind. Sail & boat in good shape. $450. Can
be seen at Duffy Dufour's cottage, £120, or call

£76-2807 for more info.

Washer and Dryer for Sale — Portable Washer
and Full size dryer both in very good condition.
$25 each. Call Maryann at 476-2831.

Jet ski for sale. 1987 sea doo xp. cover, jack-
ets, frailer, $4000. Complete. Shore station also
available. Jim Calderwood. 616 471-2102 mon-

sat. 921-0710 Sun.

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Rental, Brch Lake Rental, executive
style, open concept, completely furnished.
Ceniral af, saung, laundry reom, HBO, Show-
time and much more. $1,100 weekly, $250
dafly/minimum 3 days, $200 refurnable deposit
Call Karen @ 616-983-1663 or 616-921-3617.
Weekly rentats sfill avaiiable.

WANTED TO BUY
Boat trailer for fishing boat. Call Bud at 476
2528

FOR FREE
Swim raft ... really cheap summer fun...you
won't believe it ‘fill you see it! Calt Helen Toth

476-2877 or e-mail Ann Kesmodel at
toogda@acl.com

BLYC NOTES

Sweatshirts ordered at pancake breakfast or
Yacht Clut have amived. Pick up North, East,
West side order at Mardy Miller's; Southside
orders at Denny Weesner’s, Orders received
after July 7 may be here August 4.

MISCELLANY

Reduce roli, pitch and tip — Young couple
fighly proficient at being boat ballast will help
trim your boat for a more comfortable ride.
Simple process involves distributing load evenly
between two people and small, rapidly emptying
beer cooler. For full details, stop by the East
Shore Marina and ask for Phil or Sandy.

Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions

There’s still plenty of time fo contribute o the Birch Lake Yachi Club!

fail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 48514

Drop off:
63636 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks
payable {o:
Birch Lake
Yacht Club

- Riparian

- BLYC Member Dues ($20/ year)
- Homeowners Assoc. ($10 / year)
- Sailing Fees ($15/ year)

- Building Improvement Fund

- Fireworks Display Fund
- Water Quality Program
- Qther

{87/yr, provide address)

TOTAL

S

“The Lake Expert”

' Nancy Walker .
CRS, GRt -
wwwwnichiganhomes.com ,

Sincerely,

RE/MAX

Shors Acres
_ 21550 Shore Acros Bd -
. Casso_mﬁs. Mi_chiggn 49031

fast’

Shore Acres

21550 Shore Acres Rd
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
Office: {800) 385-2763
Residence: (616) 476-2515
Email: nancywalker@realfor.com

!n today s com petttwe real estate market you need fresh ancf creatwe ways to seit
and buy homes. That's why it's 2 good ides to use a real estete agent who fuuy
understands the latest techmques that get results .

F'm a professional real estate agent for RE/MAX 5o, lf you re iookmg for an mnova- |
tive and hard~workmg individual to represent you, or sormeoné you know, in buyi ng
of seihng a home, piease cali me today Fresh ndeas are my specsaity

o
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