Corn & Sausage Roast

My thanks to Jim Beck, Don

atthe
Birch L.ake Yacht Club
Adults $6; Kids $3; Tots free

Harman and Bob King for set-
ting up and running the KIDS
Regatta. We had about 20
sailors who enjoyed the race,
refreshments and T-shirts. Lind

Harman took a photo of the kids

LAST DAY FOR RESERVATIONS!!

FOR THE FALL DINNER

Saturday, August 25
Birch Lake Yacht Club

6 pm Cocktails - 7 pm Dinner
$10 adults - $5 children

Polish Dinner Buffet: chicken, sausage, potatoes,
sweet/sour cabbage, noodles, green beans,
roll, cream pies

Reservations must be received by BY 8/18
Sign up at Com & Sausage Roast, or deliver $$% to:
Jim Bolinger
63276 Birch (east side)
or call 476-9737
DON'T DELAY - CALL TODAY

who participated in last year's
regatta, put it on the computer
and transferred it to the T-shirts.
Great job, Lind!!

Remember to attend the
Homeowners Annual Meeting
on Saturday, August 18 at 10 am
at the Yacht Club. This will fol-
low the 9 AM Birch Lake Yacht
Club board meeting.

Saturday evening will be the
Com and Sausage Roast. John
Gableman and his crew will be
working hard to prepare your
meal. The food 15 always great
and everyone has a good time.

A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

Volume Thirteen, August 18 2001

August 25 is the Fall Dinner and
Annual Meeting. The tickets
are going fast so be sure to get
your reservations and money to
Jim and Debbie Bolinger by
8/18. This meal will be catered,
so they need to know how many
meals to order. Following the
meal will be the BLYC Annual
Meeting. We will have an elec-
tion of Directors and welcome
the new Commodore. Please
plan to attend even if you can't
make it to the meal. It is open
to all members.

I want to thank Buzz
Rasmussen for his work on the
VCR tape "The Four Seasons of
Birch Lake"” and Betsy Custard
for designing and selling the
sweatshirts, These were the
two BIG fund raisers for the
vacht club this year, Make sure
you pick up your sweatshirts
and there are also a few tapes
left.

Be sure to attend! Your Commodore
The following Saturday, Mike Machalleck
Birch Lake Calendar
$/18-BLYC Board Meeting 9am  8/25-Fall dinner/annuzl meeting
Homeowners Assn. 10am  9/3-Labor Day Regatta
Com & Sausage Roast 9/08-BLYC Board Meeting S9am
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Birch Lake Notes

Birch Lake Kidzgatta

Thanks to 21l of our sailors who persevered
Saturday’s light wind conditions. One would have
thought 1t was one of our Sunday season races of
late, 1.e. no wind. Nevertheless, ten craft and
crew were at the line for the start.

In the first race Stdney Krueggel and crew
captured first place, skipper Neil Troeger and
Dad were a close second, and Carrie Curtis and
David finished third in the Sunfish class. In the
MC class, Abby Rondot and Grampa Don
Harman were first, Conner Stigner and Rick
Harman were second, and Tyler Rondot and
Harold Cranmer were third. The only Catamaran,
crewed by Amanda Lacy and Bob King, obvious~
Iy finished first in their class.

The second race saw only 5 boats at the start,
due to the non-existent wind!!! All classes started
together on this race. Tvler Rondot and Harold
Cranmer finished first. Amanda Lacy and Bob
King were second. Abby Rondot and Don
Harman third, Michael Curtis and Jim Bolinger
fourth, and Conner Stigner and Rick Harman
were fifth.  All things considered, I think every-
one had a great time despite the lack of wind.
Some crews actually towed their boats for a
while, and Don Harman had a novel idea of hav-
ing his wife and daughter assist him with a leaf
blower!!! Fortunately no protests were lodged!!

Again thanks to alt who participated — wish
there had been more wind. A big thank you to
Don and Lind Harmean and family for hosting the
event again this year, and providing refreshments
and T-shirts for all the kids. Thanks also to my
crew on the committee boat, Phil and Sandy
Vitale, and Bruce Wagner.

~Jine Beck, Fleet Captain 2001

News From The Cove

By Sunny Waters

To John Gableman and his crew
who man the grill at the Corn and
Sausage Roast, I sadly offer my
regrets. It has been a small but mean-
ingful tradition that I make a trek up
the hill to bestow z blessing upon the
red-cheeked, handsome hunks and
make sure they have plenty of lemon-
ade and juice boxes. Be brave, gen-
tlemen; this year I will be with you
only in spirit due to a hapless conflict.

‘What, you may ask yourselves,
could possibly supersede this long-
awaited annual tribute to grease?

It is, dear friends, THE GREAT
AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS REUNION!

The Mishawaka High School class
of *56 will gather for an evening of
“do you remember...golly, you haven’t
changed a bit, we’ve got to get togeth-
er more often, let me show you my
grandchildren’s photos, etc.”

But before the gala event takes
place there is a tremendous prepara-
tion frenzy. Cosmetic counters are
wiped out, hair salons are booked
solid and department stores lingerie
departments are sold out of a popular
itemn called The Tummy Tamer. (B.S.
renamed it Meat Packer). We have
dieted, we have Clairoled, we cake on
the Estee Lauder and make our way

mnto a room of much older-looking
people. Minutes after arrival 2
chunky, smirky man saunters up and
says, “Hi! I remember you when you
were cute an thin.” Oh swell, it’s
Marvin who used 1o do disgusting
things with his nose 1 study hall.
Desperately I scan the crowded room
in hope of signaling B.S. to rescue
me. I spothim chatting with a former
cheerleader who has squeezed her size
16 into her cutesy Size 6 uniform and
is tickling everyone who walks past
with her pomn poms. I am beginning
to seethe when Marvin the nose sculp-
tor yells In my ear, “Hey, they’re play-
ing our song! Let’s dance.” Not at all
certain my Tummy Tamer would hold
up to Rock Around the Clock and
marvin’s sweaty hands, I excuse
myself and hole up in the ladies untl
dinner is served.

The evening dwindles and the
crowd thins. Someone starts singing
the Mishawaka Fight Song and nostal-
gia sets in. Everyone hugs, eyes are
dabbed and we all silently wonder if
we’ll all be together again at our 50th.
Even Marvin gets a warm, if brief,
hug from me.

Though I'll miss the frivolity at
the Corn and Sausage Roast, it will
have been worth it.

-Sunny

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Insurance Agency, Inc.

Since 1945

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573 US. 12
Union, M1 49130

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

219 5. 3rq 8t
P.0. Box 1828
Eikhart, IN46515
219/ 293-9571

John Ball, Jr., C.1.C.
FAX 2197 294-8937

Registered Represeniative

Owner - Johr Gableman

Seif storage Sizes available: 10x 10 fi.
¢ Home i0x 15K
e Boat Ox20f
e Auto

e Trailer

Corner of M-68 and Lewis Lake Rd.
(616) 476-2132

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MI
(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am-10pm MI, 6am-Spm IN

FEATURING:
Celi Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Vidzos
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High tea at South forty

The lake residents are all
atwitier over the fabulous fete
held at the Reynolds” last
Saturday, The gala affair was
held in honor of Major and the
future Ms. Karen O°Brien. The
event was hosted by Dr. Charles
Peterson and his lovely wife,
Julie, the ever popular Buzz and
Linda Rasmussen, and of course,
the age-defying Dan Reynolds
and his child bride, Janet.

Attending from the lake were
the Doolittles, the Abermnethys
{formerly of the North Shore)
and John and Linda Q’Brien.
The glorous cuisine of numerous
little triangles of white bread and
various dollops of different-col-
ored stuff was highly praised by
one and all. Tea from around the
world was offered and happily

consumed in coplous quantities.

The bride and groom were
delighted with the incredible
array of gifts. The bride was
beside herself when she opened
her fifth salad bowl set and was
ecstatic with vet another crystal
punch bowl, There was not a dry
eye in the place.

The outfits were spectacular,
Ms. Reynolds wore fetching
multi-colored rayon clam diggers
adorned with glittering trim
bencath a shockingly shear
blouse and was closely attended
by Mr. Doolittle and Mr.
Rasmussen.

The decorations were clever-
ly mixed with black lights and a
startling array of taffeta and chif-
fon which complimented the
Reynolds® lovely collection of
black velvet paintings. It was vet

another memorable event at
Camp Revnolds.

It was big!!!!

Have vou ever wondered if
that guy in the red bass boat
catches any fish? This past
Thursday, August 9, at 9:30 am
on a partly cloudy day, Kemry
McCoy, East side, landed the big
one. Statistics: Small Mouth
Bass; 21-3/4™; 5 1bs.; 14=3/4"
girth; estimated age: 15; Birch
Lake Location: a secret!

Per Kerry, the trick was to
get it in the boat without a land-
g net. Kerry, being a true fish-
erman, to the applause of wit-
nesses, released “Big Bertha” for
another day. Now only the story,
the pulling line, the number of
leaps, the fish looking him in the
eye, the fight the fish put up —

irch Lake Notes

gets embellished with each
retelling.

Sounding off

First, a note of thanks: I
hoped we could develop some
boat-speed amongst the Kidz of
Birch. Having spent some time
with Amanda (Ball) Lacey dur-
ing the recent RegartaKidz, I'm
confident we are on the proper
course. As the kids develop
friendships I expect the parental
involvement will become irrele-
vant. Thanks to Paula Toth
Russell, Elizabeth Parkinson &
Amy Troeger for sponsoring
vouth events this season.
Likewise the efforts of Jim Beck,
Fleet Cap™n and the Harmans for
hosting the kids sailing. Let’s do
it again next summer!

-Bob King

TOTAL PACKA

ﬁﬂ\\’!‘ﬁ“NlT“&\

Serving Michiana area for 7 years

Commercial & Residential

Licensed & Bonded

219-679-7257
Construction Excavation Remeodeling Landscaping
Additions Concrete Roofing All General
Decks, Patios  Tear out Siding Landscapes
Sidewalks Demoliion  Foundafion Lot Clearing
(Garages Grading Finishing
Pole Barns Retaining Basemenis
Yard Bams Walls Inside remodels

PO, Box 155 WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY
Vandailia, Michigan 45095 3:30pm to 11:00pm
SUNDAY
£:00pm -9:00pm
CARRY-OUT
FOODS Closed Monday & Tuesday
38 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Finest Food in Michiana
Phone: (616) 476-5606

We deliver: topsoil, mulch, gravel, sltag, sand, landscaping stone
We haul away: branches, brush, bum piles, trash
Fencing: privacy, chain link and farm « install yards (sod and seed)

ANY JOB « ANY SIZE « CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

‘) Phil Vitale
=) Publishing .

Birch Lake’s premier source for

B Writing and Editing B Desktop Publishing
B Photography B Publishing Services
B Design & Websites

B Graphic Arts B e-mail newsletters

S '\Ilclug.m St.. Suite 310
: South ‘Bend. IN 46601
I).-m nmu 4 e m’;m ¢ the Chocolute Café

19-232-3853 ...

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Spot Remeval

* Pet Decoderization

* Minimat Drying Tane

General Home Cleaning
*Vacuuming & Dusting
* Window Washing

* Kitchen & Bathroom
Sanitizing

Qﬂk? Eirch D

Insured & Bendad SI6-4T6-2432T
Residential & Commercial

53093 Birch Road Yandalia, M.

TOOLING - (218) 255-53176

55951 HUSSHLL NDUSTF{ML P}Cn"‘v’
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

Safe and Fan Sammer!

MFG - (219) 255-5350
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Bedt of Beck s Bistro

Pickled Tomato Salad 1/4 tsp salt and refrigerate at
1 Tlbs vegetable oil least 1 hour before

3 Large Tomatoes, cut into 1 tsp sugar o serving. 6 servings.

eighths 1 Tlbs pickling spices, tied in a cheesecloth

1 Medium Green Pepper, bag. .

chopped All Nighter

1 Medium Red Onion, In a bowl, combine tomatoes, green pepper, 2 oz Galliano

thinly sliced into nngs onion, and basil; set aside. In a a saucepan, 1 oz White Creme de Cacao
2 Tlbs minced fresh Basil bring remaining ingredients to a boil. 1 oz Cream
1/2 cup frozen apple juice concentrate, Reduce heat and simmer for 5 minutes. o ) L
thawed Remove pickling spices; cool to room Mix ingredients with ice in a blender and
1/2 cup Cider Vinegar temperature. Pour over vegetables. Cover strain into a cocktail glass.

Wind finally returns
to Birch Lake

Results for Sunday, Aug 12, 2001

The following are the season standings as of 8-12-01. Season

SUNFISH Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 totals include 4th of July Regatta.

Jim Bolinger 3 2 2 Sunfish CUm. av. # of races

Jeff Howard 5 9 5 Tom Howard 1529.40 11

Bob King 1 6 2 Scott Troeger 1521.93 15

M Machalleck 6 2 DNS Bob King 1477.58 17

Dave Olson 2 4 7 Jim Bolinger 1414.41 12

R Russwurm 9 8 8 Dave Olson 1344.27 11

Scott Troeger 4 1 1 Dewayne Weaver 1275.93 16

Dewayne Weaver 7 5 4 Rick Russwurm 1204.66 15

Jody Meyers 10 10 DNS

Bill Carpenter 8 7 DNS MC's

Stewart Spratt DNS DNS 6 Rick Harman 1526.11 17
Harman 1516.81 16

MCs Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 ?{Z?old Cranmer 1522.16 12

Harold Cranmer 1 1 3

Don Harman 2 2 2 What a great day. It was wonderful to see so many sailors out there.

Rick Harman 3 3 1 Thanks to the help of my committee boat crew of Phil Vitale,

CATAMARANS Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 gz{:ﬁﬂ}’lm g:;é:;t’ and our special guest Neil Troeger

Doug Weaver 1 1 1

Jack Steffen 2 2 DNS

-Jim Beck, Fleet Captain 2001

EVANS BEROS. BODY SHOP
"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE™

= FOREICN CARS & CORVETTES

WVERIBENBERGER

INZURANCE ACEXKCEL IXC.

* AUTO PAINTING LAy &y S8
@O‘fd G‘:GHP 1_23“’55 and - COMPLETE BODY REPAIR : NP )
Multi-Policy Discounts on ) ﬁéﬁ?&iig‘;ﬁ
R . AENT
Home, Auto, Life & Boat - FREE ESTIMATES
In « WE USE THE LATEST 24 Hour Emergergy
) suranc Ei URETHANE PAINTS Wracker Service
Mature Owner Discounts
i “We are the Bestin the Business™
“Call us for a quick quote” Accept No Substitutes
15479 4.8, 12 Q_?’
?0 Box 74 {616) 641-5995 | .. on chtui CENTER EE“F? a:. 1 R iLLE RD. T
Union, MI 45130 Fax (616) 641-5787 TO END OF ROAD. 15574 Bravmouine k- woiar

EAST TO END OF RDAD. 15874 Brownsville Rd., Vandaia

SR MO2West When you're ready fo sell your lake property, we
Downgiarc, Michigun 49047 ke it easy to find buyers becausepwe?re?he
{616) 782-400¢  specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called
Direct Lake Property Marketing.

) So when s time to sell, just give us a call and we'l start realing
ESTABUSHED 1950 w the buyers!
VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ htip://JerdonRealty.Com

JERD 0

RELL FSIATE WL,
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Water Quality Committee August 2001 Report #12

Citizen monitoring for zebra mussels - background
Beginning in the late 1980s, Michigan Sea Grant coordinated a program called “Zebra Mussel Watch™ to track
the spread of mussels from their original 1986 point of introduction in Lake St. Clair. Yolunteers were given
sampling equipment with instructions for identifications of new adult zebra mussel populations. By 1994, Sea
Grant had collected hundreds of citizen reports as the mussel invaded every comner of the Great Lakes region.
Reports were forwarded to researchers, resource managers and policy makers and the program was suspended.

Since the suspension, Michigan Sea Grant has been working with Michigan Lake and Stream Associations
(ML&SA) volunteers and the Michigan Department Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to track the spread of
zebra mussels to the state’s inland waters. The program named “Detecting Zebra Mussels: A Monitoring
Program for Citizem relies on Sea Grant instructional materials and equipment to collect water samples from

April 29, 20 0 The new program was introduced at the ML&SA 39th AnnualX onference Banquet. The
centerpiecd at each table was 8 Zebra Mussel Hotels. We were asked to take a hq jtel back to our lake: 1)
suspend if as deep as possible at the end of our pier at least one foot above the J Yottom 2) check for zebra
mussels tirroughout the summer 3) encourage a neighbor to participate 4) report the results to Sea Grant,
ML&SA | '

The “Muspel Brick” concept resulted in the hanging of bricks not on just 2 s but on each of the 189
plers at Birch Lake: 29 Group Leaders around the lake participated with lakesrde nagkbors to monitor
bricks apd hand pick zebras from beaches, boats, docks, equipment. \

Sea Grant, ML&SA, MDEQ appreciate the dedication of the Birch La Syolunteers.

e Botl posmv ¢ and pegative results are necessary to track the spread of the zebra mYssel as it relates
to the velicers and the infestation at different locations around Birch Lake.
. Rep rt your brick results to Gertie Temple by Sept. 15: Drop in- callin - or mail in\

BLYC ¥ ater Quality Committee wxll forward the report to Sea Grant, ML&SA and MCD Q. They
need to receive the report so they will know: Birch Lake IS a part of the official Zebra Mussel'g§rick
Watch Piggram. The results will improve their understanding of the spread of zebra mussels to in and
lakes. Thayks for helping them to help Birch Latke........... j

Mike Klepin 7, Exotic Species Coor@imatqr at Michigan Sea Grant, Michigan State University, tells ys that
zebra mussels chg contaminate lakes when boatess and anglers unknowingly transport the clinging veligers
(larvae) from infestStwgters

The early detection of zebra mussel populations allows lake managers to de\elop programs toktop the spread
of the zebra mussel. Sea Grant, Michigan Department Environmental QualitpyMichigan ¥ake and Stream
Associations, Michigan Department Natural Resources and Cass County Agencies are assisting the BLYC
Water Quality Committee in the developing of a program to stop the spread of the clinging veligers at Birch
Lake.

Veligers are attaching to our clams and transforming into juvenile forms which are growing into thick mats
on each other and suffocating the clam. Last summer, Bob King, now Past Commodore, expressed concern
that the zebra mussel could cause the elimination of our Birch Lake clams that he grew up with: their bub-
bles, their paths in the sand.

Now a word from Birch Lake, who like Bob, is also concerned about the clams:
Pick up the clam.
Clean off the zebra mussels.
Destroy them.
Place the clam back in the water.
Remember to notice their bubbles.
Remember to notice their paths.

-g temple
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Kids Regatta a hit!

Saturday, August 11th, 2001 — the
Birch Lake Yacht Club sponsored the
4th annual RegattaKidz. This event was
intended to rescue kdz from other dis-
tractions to experience the natural order
of things and leam a love for sail. It
seems that when the world went to
solo-sailing, we overtumed the evolu-
tion of crew-becomes-captain, The sail-
Ing instructions require a kid on beard
to compete.

Sadly, the morning breeze went flat
by mid-day, Still, we had a good collec-
tion of Sunfish, MCs and one lonely
Hobie-16 come out to play. Don and
Lind Harman (East shore) hosted a
swell pre-race gathering. Kidz were
given soft drinks, juice, snacks, cookies
and allowed to do what youngsters do
when left to their own devices. Sailors
watched with weather eyes, hoping for
wind that never arrived. After reason-
able delay, Past Fleet Captain Scot hud- .
dled theaycrews to checkpthai everyone Photo was taken and we hit the water.
had a PFD and described the race. His bros;»;mutméné;;ia?m“gm gﬁtbgltgii
?ggtﬁugizggﬁg %gac;,m:e:c}:)}l:n nia It)'rl:e the order of the day. Two drifters were
“no-go™ zone and the cowrse. Each kig  Sailedona t(herel;and-back-agam reach-

as iy artaKi : ing course {no beats, so even captain-
was given a Reg dz shirt.  group Kdz are not “in-irons™). Fun was had

PR T by all, and hopefully some of these
R same kids will still be sailing when the
A 2N 5. rest of us are relegated 10 rockin’

E S chairs.
~-Bob King

”
iy bt e s 0]

Lioyd Vaughn

- Ohweer ~ST. EVANS FIREWORKS
13421 MCKINLEY BIGHWAY -

MISHAWAKA, IND 46545 :
219256 5988

'AREA'S LARGEST SUPPLIER | !
AT THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THiS COUPON IN FOR

20%. DISCOUNT .

ucsaxseu & msunsn N mcmcm & smmwa ON'YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES:
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD ‘ ' :

WE AT RKM FIRERORKS ARE AGAIN FAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
W??HTHERPIREWORBSEOW

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filters Faucets izati

- 20% Discount David Holdread Himterization

e B (219) 295-8633
D

License # CP81041499 License #81-07776
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BOB SPEAKS CUT ON THE RACE

Birch has endured 2 drought of sorts: a month
of no wind was broken by the fresh breeze last
Sunday, August 12. Ten Sunfish, three MCs and 2
coupla Cats showed up to do battle. The sailors
{being shut out so many Sundays) set about to sail
three season races. Oh, my aching quadriceps!

Race 1:1 had a truly ugly start and was in-rons
making sternway (going backwards} with the clock
down to fen seconds. | suspect it was 20 seconds
after the gun before | crossed the line. This actual-
ty worked well as | caught a couple shifts, sailed on
fifts and literally inherited the lead haff way up the
windward leg. Despite spending too much time
staring over the transom, [ held my place with a
loose cover all around the course. Feeling smug, |
sailed back down to the start-box and took a nice
swim before the next race.

Race 2; having leamned litle | managed to
botch the start again and trailed the pack across the
line. No clean air this tme and my usual “clearing
maneuver seemed senseless, as port tack was fift-
ed fowards the first mark. There } was, eating bad
air and slipping out of contention. { did eventually
take a couple tacks in search of good air, each time
on headers, losing ground in the process. | wanted
more to finish and start again than anything slse
and dutifully did so. BTW {(by the way), friend
Stewart later asked how one scores a first then a
sixth - the easy-bake recipe is above.

Race 3: a gun start and good air propelled me
1o the front. After the top mark | caught several
good wakes to surf and extended into a comfortable
le=d on the reach. 1 decided to gybe early to have
a clean rounding, but to my dismay touched the
second marc Now, no one saw, #2 and #3 were
easlly over 100 yards distant, but the remedy is
simple encugh — reround the mark and sai on. |
gathered speed, kept the turn going and circled fo
round cleanly. But, something was wrong, the mark
wes suddenly close and closing on me fasti This is
nof supposed {o happen. Buoys being inanimate
objects should not move of their own accord! | had
hooked the daggerbeard on the anchor line and
was drawing it towards me. | raised the board an
instant too late — I'd hit the mark again! COK, seftle
down, round again (with & bit more arc) to the
sounds of laughier coming down: the wind — Scott
and Jim were now nearby.

The next leg | tried ever so hard to compose
myself but Scott was on my wind and | could hear
hig breath from astern. He drew even and passed.

Fido

Having trouble getting
Fido to come when called.
Simple training tip: Cutup a
hot dog in small bite size

Bad barker!

never use more than two
words. Example: “Fido
here™ or “Fido come.”
Every time vou call for Fido

Take an empty, clean

pieces. Place theminabag  spray bottle and fill it with

to carry around in your water. Add a couple of

pocket. tablespoons of lemon juice.
When calling vour dog When Fido won't stop bark-

Ing, spray them in the face
with the mixture.

Training Tips

know it, problem solved.

Checking
his p-mail

NOTE: You can only

and he/she comes 1o you, use this training technique
reward them with 2 piece of  on your own dog, not vour Happy Tails!
the hot dog. Before you neighbor’s dog. -Fidos Friend

Too d***ed (darned) close

The last couple weekends boats have come
close to getting a tomato-surprise — but, more on
that later.

Saturday August 3 {was sailing the Hobie
off the South shore with Kim, Les & Cal enboard,
A boat towing a tube came within 35’ at planing
speed. Though not animated in response {visual
shrug), | was not amused. | don't want someone
with such poor judgement coming so close.

Now some who read this might smile at the
irony, a case of the potealling-kettie-too-close. |
have been guilty of burzing fishermen (by acci-
dent) in years past, But, really, | did not see the

fisherman in guestion & sincerely apologize. |
should have aliowed the obligatory 100° PLUS the
length of my towline from those kind souls feeding
& fattening our fish.

The Hobie has bright colorful sails, and the
transgressor (mentioned above) cleardy saw me.
The same thing happened again this past week-
end. So, here’s the deal: | am getting oid and
have a hitch in my throwing arm rotator cuff.
Recent scientific tests indicate | am unable to
throw a tornato over 100", As that happens to be
the distance you are required to stand-off, I'm
serving salad to the next boat in range :0)

Seriously, let's be careful out there...

-Bob, past C2k

| gybed my sail onto starboard and we sailed on
together, me ¢n proper course and him just outside
on favored port making a touch more speed, When
| gybed back on port to steal his wind (now near the
mark) he headed up as privileged leeward boat,
gained ground and snuck ahead inside. i could
spend an hour debating who had right-cf-way and
when during the leg, but was determined to shake it
off, play a couple shifts and win out to the finish
(instead of fixating on my earier idiocy).

The last leg to windward Jooked good. We
were split apart nicely where anything can happen
and it appeared ta me as if | had overstood the

mark — it was now a fast reach — my course bet-
ter than Scot's. The boat end was favored (closer
end of the line), so rather than remain close-hauled
t eased the sheet and put on speed. Finishing fast
isan art | kept my head "out of the boat” watching
telitales and sail shape instead of the opporent.
Eventually | looked down and to my surprise the
boat I'd been heading for was gene — it was just a
spectator boat near the line (simiar to the Beck's
boat). | was now below the line altogether. |
crossed the line second and went ashore counting
both blunders 'n blessings. Motto: don't let racing
ruin your day, nor take it too seriously...-Bob

Eagle Lake Marine
has personalized service and certified technicians
whe go the extra mile to ensure that your boeating

days are pleasurable

e ——

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardsburg, Mi {1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7488 P

Storage E Sales B Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat

Covers/Tops/Upholstery & More

] ﬁﬁohnsan*

QuUTEDABDS

Hirrrer Y. Thate Wels Katiee

HONDA
MARINE

Stop in today and pick up
a free accesscories catalog




Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Building #3 ax ION < BETTY * BECKY =®
P.O. Box 415 Diamond Lake Marina
Cassopolis, M[ 48031 616-445-8838 FISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

are

AW

-MOWING GOTGAS?
TR ¢ LP GrL TANKS
~WATERING P/U, FILLED
-PLANTING & DELIVERED
-EDGING

MuLcaing | Call Scott (Cottage #100) 476-1001

or

YOUGET | 1 vic (Cottage #008) 476-2820

THE IDEA

s

Priced by hour or job

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE: 4762272

24 BOURTOWING
GASQOLINE AXND AUTO BEPAIR
MINT MARY

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM ¢MI) SUNDAY TERU THURSDAY
5:00 AM TO £:00 PM (1) FREDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 13:30 {MD)

Accents & Images

Interior Design

| - Sheryl Papandria

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

- 63680 Birch Rd. ' Mo
i u - Vandalia, MI 49095 211 Dixie Way North
A" 219 2735025 South Bend, IN 46637
A S v .- 219-272-7000
Bringing the Birch Lake
Beanstalk Internet Zromoite "ie)

tocal internat Access!
4 Completely unlimited, direct 56k v.80
Internet access!
4+ individual e-mail account with web access
4 30 ME of Server Space for
Web Pages or file sforage
4 Unlimited free account support
4 BeanSprout News
¢ instant Internet Setup CD with Netscape
Communicator and AQL Instant Messenger

Getting On-line has never been easier!
We can help your prganization gain high-speed
access for the entire office, AND develop your
presence oh the web with your own
www.name.com address!

Rial-Up Costs P
{No setup costs) T
$20 per month

$50 for 3 months

$85 for 6 months
$185 per year (WOW!)

Beanstalk Infeme: LLE.
63045 M62, Sulte C

Start Your Internet Experience Edwardsburg, Mj 48112
with 10 FREE DAYS!

Call toll free 877 681-2865 or go to
wwwebeanstall.net
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Lake people and non-lake people

Over the vears we've been at Birch I've
come to realize that there are two sorts of
people, lake people and non-lake people.
T'm a lake person. Iloved this place from
the first moment I saw it, Shirley Anne and
T were i the third or fourth week of our
very brief courtship when she brought me to
her parents' cottage in the cove.

We came down the hill, and I saw the
water and that was it, instant devotion. It
took us 2 decade before we could afford a
place of our own, but we'd have found a
way even if we'd spent 30 years saving the
money for 2 down payment.

That's why it's so difffeult for me to
understand and communicate with non-lake
people when it comes to discussing our
home here on the East Shore. It's as though
they fail 1o see a world I find obvious, and I
fail to understand problems they consider
gargantuan.

My mother is 2 non-lake person. She
grew up in Kansas, a state novelist Earl
Thompson compared to "a garden of raked
sand,” and she's been terrified of water all

her life. Lakes, rivers, fast flowing creeks,
and most of all, oceans send her into 2 panic
if she gets too close to them.

She's come to Birch a handful of times
but it is an uncomfortable experience for
everyone. When she gets out of the car, if I
turn her toward the water, she'll get sweaty
palms and z rapid heartbeat immediately.
She could no more walk onto a pier or get
into a boat than she could bungee jump
from the Sears Tower, and once she amives
she can't wait to get out of here.

We have 2 friend from Chicago who has
always been purzled abour why we spend so
much time and money on these waters, "I
don't mean to be insulting,” he'll say, “but
there's nothing to do."

"Are you kidding," I answer. "We don't
have enough time to do all the things we
enjoy."

"Like what?"

"Take rides in our boat.”

He shakes his head. "T've taken rides in
your boat, and the lake looked the same to
me on the fourth rip as it did on the first.”

"It changes all the time. Besides it's
beautiful, I don't care if it looks the same."

"It's kind of pretty, but, my Ged, it's so
small. Don't you get tired of going around
and around? And on weekends, with all of
those jet skis, you can't relax, but you can't
really open the throttle either. Don't you
hate 1t?"

I confess that I don't.

"What else do you like to do?"

"We love to take walks."

"On the roads along the lake?"

"Yes."

"How many times have you done that,
walked past those same houses, looked at
those same trees?”

"I don't know. Hundreds I guess.
Maybe thousands by now."

"I rest my case,” he says. "You're either
nutty or terminally boring *

He insists that we have to go too far if
we want to shop or find good restaurants.
He complains that the electrical power goes
out 100 often, and that it takes almost an
hour to go into Granger for 2 movie.

“"How much does this place cost you?"
he asks.

T acknovwdedge that I'd rather not think
about it. It's a sizeable number.

"You could save a fortune if you sold it,
and you and Shirley Anne could rent places
on half a dozen lakes every summer. At
least you'd have your cash in your pocket
and you'd get a little variety in your life.”

I thank bim for his concern and his sug-
gestions. I think he means well.

There isn't any point in trying to make
him see why we wouldn't live any other
way. It is one of those things you either
understand or you don't. It goes to your
essence in some way, the sort of person you
are. You come here for the first ime and
you breathe a big sigh of relief. You've
found it, you ¢an stop looking, You're a lake
person, and Birch is your lake.

President

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Keirn Construction

Terry L. Keirn

Phone: 616.4762767

BIERNZ CONSTRUCTION

Licenzed Genaral Contractor

Journeyman Electrician
Residential Remodeling
Siding - Additions - Pole Barns

No Job Too Small
12 Years Experience ¢ Free Estimates

insured

Jeff Bienz

15286 Williamsville St.
Vandalia, Ml 49095

(616) 476-2517

* PWC Service
Sealboo Yamaha Kawasaki

* pMajor & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's)

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

616-445-

2191

* RAVE/Aqud Jump Trampolines

* Marina Supplies ¥ Service * Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifrs

* Authorized SHORE STATION

Bogt Lift Degler
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Lutz Concrete

709 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093

Flatwork
Retaining Walls
Saw Cutting
Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete

616-279-7973 476-2843

T=SHIRTS
y o, :

G P RINTED SpORTSWER

Custom Silk Screening Custom Embroidery
-T-SHIATS + CAPS - GOLF SHIRTS - 6 MONTHS - 6X
- TOTES -JACKETS - MUGS - SWEATSHIRTS
-APRONS - BRASS PLAQUES - JERSEYS
~ ORGANIC COTTON T'S & SOCKS
- OTHER FINE GIFTS

MON-FRITOAM-E P SAT0AM-4FW

530 E. LaSalle

NO MINIMUMS
QUANTITY PRICING

232-1231

Termlte & Post Management

* Fegt Confesd
* Termie Contol
= Rodert Corped
* Fien Gonarol
Competitive Low Prices

SJOHN ERHARDT - OWNER
(516) 476-9944
(516} 476-2866
VANDALIS - PO, BOX 275

¢ Commersial

* Resiclerial

= Renl Egtata
FHA&VA

£860F Sunsef Bivd.
Union, M

676-6471-5317

“Since 978"

BE3021 Birch Rd.
af Bireh Lake
Vandalia, M 49055

£ JOYCE KLIMEK
Broker
Phone Fax {618} 476-2378

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For =z listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our peopie, products and services, visit us at:

www.bisclumber.com

New Hickory ITon
Restaurant
Jones, Michigan

| (616) 244-9004

~ ]Evelmiimg Spetciadls ~
(With choice of potato & salad bar)

Mon - Going fishing
Tue - Chicken (all you can eat)
Wed - Chicken
Thuor = Shrionp (ALl you can eat)
Fri ~ Cod (all you can eat)
Crab Legs - 1 Ib. $9.95;
2 1b. $14.95
Sat - Steak Sizzler (all you can eat
or - Prime Rib with Salad Bar
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It’s tempting to think of
astronomy as an esoteric science,
with giant telescopes, powerful
computers, and a gagele of
experts probing the mysteries of
the universe, But astronomy is
really the most “universal™ sci-
ence. It doesn't take any special
equipment to appreciate the
beauty of the night sky. In fact,
astrononty is an important part of
our daily lives. Qur clocks and
calendars are all based on astro-
nomical events. And even the
cvcle of day and night isan
astronomical phenomenor.

Day and night involve two
astronomical objects: Earth and
the Sun.

Stu’s Star Stuff

As Earth orbits the Sun, it
also rotates on its axis, moving
from west to east. That’s why
the Sun rises in the east and sets
in the west.

It takes 23 hours and 56 min-
utes for Earth to complete a um
on its axis. So if a star is direct-
ly overhead at a particular time
tonight, it’ll stand overhead
again exactly four minutes earli-
er TOMORROW night But
during that time, Earth will move
about 1.6 million miles along its
orbit, so it must rotate four min-
utes more for the Sun to return to
a given position in the sky. So
the stars rise and set four min-
utes earlier each day — retuming
1o their starting points once a

Appreciating ﬂw night sky

Ifthe Sun and stars all
returned to their same positions
at the same time each day, then
our night sky would never
change. We'd see the same
stars, in exactly the same places,
every night of the vear.

Speaking of things staying
the same, our nearest celestial
neighbor, the Moor, does present
the same face to us everv night
of the year. To many, this sug-
gests that the moon does not spin
on it’s axis as it ravels around
Earth. In reality, it does spin.
And by coincidence, it makes
one hurn in exactly the amount of
time it takes to make one orbit
around the Earth, This is called

synchronous rotation and this
behavior is exhibited by almost
all moons of other planets ~a
kind of equilibrium.

But viewing the Moon ¢an
still be interesting as its surface
is illuminated a litde differently
each night Tonight around 11
p.m. the Moon is New and will
be hidden from view, Watch this
week at sunset as it gets bigger
and bigger, approaching full at
the beginning of next month.

More on the Moon in the
future. There aren’t too many
warmn summer weekends left so
get out there and enjoy the show
It’s free.

-Stewart Sprant

THE TAN SHOP /| :

Simonton Lake Plaza
51523 SR 19 - Elkhare IN 46514

Ultrabronz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

\

FIREPILACE CENTER

FIREPLACES - WOUD STOVES
GELASS DOORS AND GAS LOG
INSTALLATION «- CHIMNEY
CLEARING, REFPAIR AND
NEW CONSTRUCTHON
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSQRIES

- Fim Geselle

(219D 2621433 « (219 2640723
B0 4190403 «» Fax (219) 266-6338

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH
- 14525 Chepet Hill Street - Union, MI 45130
Phone: 616-841-5236

1 M. East of Unicn to Baildwin Prairie RE. Tum Norh
1% ML {2 comer of Chapel! Hill Strect,

Sunday Services: Sunday School  9:30 am
Worship Hour  10:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Wadnesday: Adut 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm
Kid's Ciub 7:30 pm

Come worship with us

_‘y\\;);f Shhe only thing we

=7

%

oveook &

Gorter Lake

CSteakhs - d’egﬁwd
C’f}kz)ﬁ

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, MI 43083
{616} 2797,

Web Site: triboats.com FAX: 616/641

e
SR -
s t:on , comes First
' r Sat:sfac
Custome ice is
We Seli: Servt .
Manitou Pontoons We Service: )
Crestliner Boats & Pontoons Mercury Mercruiser
Triton Bass Boats Force Volvo
Mercury Motors éofmson genta
:tza;l'-: gﬁi; E:tlsle;;s Piers 69545 SUNSET BLVD. vinrude me
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

PHONE: 616/641-2154

-2154 Email: triboats.com @prodigy.net
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FOR SALE

For Sale — 1999 Ford Ranger 4x4 supercab.
24,500 miles. white, all options (CD, remote key-
less entry, cruise confrol), brand new BF
Goodrich tires, white fiberglass matching ¢ap.
Super Clean. $15,999. John Meyers §16-344-
8186

1987 Olds Cutiass Ciera. 170,000 miles; good
condition. $1,000. Call 616-683-5009. Viewable
at Birch Lake

For Sale — Slalom Ski; Kidder Velocity Pro MX.
Double Boot - 677, $200. Tom Rogers, 14901
Birch Northshore Dr.; M (312) 560-4969; Lake
476-9349

1990 Ford Van. Custom made VanTyke

Conversion. Really nice. Under 60,000 mileage.

Call Bud or Louise af 616-476-2174 to look at it

FOR SALE: Small sailboat, about 14, Sears
Surfwind. Saif & boat in good shape. $450. Can
be seen at Dufy Dufour’s coftage, E120, or call
476-2807 for more info.

Washer and Dryer for Sale -— Portable Washer
and Full size dryer both in very good condition.
$25 each. Call Maryann at 476-2831.

Jet sid for sale. 1997 seadoo xp. cover, jack-
ets, frailer, $4000. Complete. Shore station also
available. Jim Calderwood. 616 471-2102 mon-
sat. 921-0710 Sun.

For Sale - Floor size portable washer that
connects to kitchen sink and full size dryer.
Excellent condition. $25 each. Call Maryann 476-
2831

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Rental, Birch Lake Rental, executive
style, open concept, completely furnished.
Cenfral air, sauna, laundry room, HEQ, Show-
fime and much more. $1,100 weekly, $250
daily/minimumn 3 days, $200 retumable deposit
Call Karen @ 616-983-1663 or 616-821-3617.
Weekly rentals still available.

WANTED TO BUY
Boat trailer for fishing boat. Call Bud at 476-
2526

JUST WANTED

One Sunfish. Willing to buy, lease, rent or boat
sit. Also willing to accept as a fabulous gift. Call
the O'Briens at N-250; 476-2126.

MISCELLANY

Tired of spilling beer on your boat's carpet?
Young East Side couple will a2ccompany you on
boat-based lake jaunts and hold beer cans (and
assorted other filled drink containers) so they will
never spill again. Contact Phil and Sandy @
East Shore Marina.

Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions

There's still plenty of time to contribute to the Birch Lake Yacht Club!

Mail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 46514

Drop off:
63695 Birch Road {call 476-9898)

Make checks
payable to:
Birch Lake
Yacht Club

____ ~ BLYC Member Dues ({$20/ year)
_____ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year)
- Sailing Fees [$15 ] year)
-~ Building Improvement Fund

- Fireworks Display Fund

- Water Qudity Program

- Other
- Riparian

$
$
3
$
S
$
$
$

($71yr, provide address)

TOTAL

S

“The Lake Expert”

' 'Nancy Walker
CHS, GRI ' :
Www.su_fmicfﬁganhomes.com T

Sincerely, =

Shore Acres
21550 Shere Acres Rd
- Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

Office: {800) 385-2763
Residence: (616) 476-2515

. REMAX
Shors -Acres

24550 Shove Acros Rd
o Cuwpoﬁu.!ﬂic!ﬁgan 49031

fast’ '

'Emait: nancywatker@reaitor.com

En today’s competltwe reai estate market you need f:esh and creatwe ways to self
and buy homes. That's why s a good idea to use a reai estate ageﬁt who fu!iy
understands the latest techmques that get resu!is :

. ,T m a professionat rea! estate agent for RE/MAX So lf you re iookmg for an mnova~

: - tive and hard-workmg mdwsdua( to tepresent you or someone you know in buysng
ot se!img a hame please caii me today F:esh :deas are my specsalty

7‘% .
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