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irch Lake Calendar
- . TODAY

Fall Dmner and Annual Meetlng
Cocktarls & pm; Dinner 7 pm

_ Annual Meeting 8:30 pm
- ‘Summer’s not over yet — Next Week...

Sat & Sun:; 91 and 82 — Labor Day Regatta 11 am
9/3 - Sailing Awards, Yacht Club, 10 am
. 98—=BLYC B_oar_d Mee_t_mg 9am

Thanks Mike Machalleck!

This weekend heralds the changing of the guard at Birch
Lake Yacht Club. Commodore Mike and First Lady Katha need
be thanked for helming the ship of state through this first season
of the New Millennium. Few have repeated Commodore duties
— thanks for standing the wheel again Mike.

The new administration is passing the orb tonight -— best of
Tuck to Commodore Jim and First Lady Debbie, likewise to the
mystery Vice and First Spouse. They need help (and therapy),
so let’s all volunteer {or chip in and prepay for a session or
-Bob King, Past C2k

Eight-year-old Katie Luecth (East side) was none too happy to bid
farewell to Birch Lake from a neighbor’s pier as her family pre-

pared to refurn to their Indianapolis home after a great summer of
fun that included fishing, swimming, boating and a week at Camp

Tannadoonah.

COMMODORE S COMMENTS

My thanks o John
Gableman, Lynn Bess, Sally
Beck and their crew of cooks
and servers for the Com and
Sausage Roast. It was nice to
see so many people brave the
rain and make it 1o the Yacht
Club for a delicious feast,

Qur last major activity of the
season will be the Fall Dinner
and Annual Meeting. Jim and
Debbie Bolinger have almost
100 reservations for the
evening. If you havent made 2
Teservation, contact them and
I'm sure they can accommodate
you They have z great meal
planned at 7 pm (cocktails start
at 6 pm), and after dinner, at
8:30 pm, the annual Birch Lake
Yacht Club meeting will be

held. We have a slate of
Directors to replace those whose
terms expired this vear to elect.
We will also pass the gavel to
the new Commodore,

This will be my last newslet-
ter as your Commodore. 1
would like to thank my officers,
directors, editor, fleet captain,
chairpersons, volunteers, my
wife Katha, and especially, all
the members who participated in
all the activities that made thisa
very successful and fun year.

Jim Bolinger well be the
Commodore and I know he will
carry on the GREAT tradition of
the BLYC. 1ask everyone to
give him the same support you
have given me. We all will look
forward to a great time in 20021

Your Commodore
Mike Machalleck

Y If you have items for the BARKER, p!ease put the: taterials in the Barker box at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore) by |
3pm.on Sunday afternoon, or e-mail the info to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com by Monday at Noon. If_you mu

A | mail (10 days prIOI' to desired publication date) to Phil Vitale, 122 So. Michigan, So Bend IN- 46601

ntact me, call Phil at 476-1680 or.

19) 232:373

or fa you":'i

Note: H times in tke Barker are IS T( In&ana Standard I’Lme) unless staled o:kerwzse



“Birch Lake Sweatshirts™

As the nights get cooler
many Birch Lakers will keep
warm in their new Birch Lake
Sweatshirts. Hope you are
enjoying them! Since no project
is successfil without dedicated
people behind it, let’s recognize
the team

Special thanks goes to our
efficient distmibution team:
Denny Weesner, Mardy Miller
and Judy Olson. Also, Extra
Special thanks goes to Denny
and Mardy for taking orders and
fielding questions.

Any outstanding orders
should be ready for pickup
TODAY at the Custard’s (west
side -— 476-9835). There are a
few sweatshirts still available in
the following sizes: youth medi-
um (birch), youth large (navy),
adult large (white), adult 2X
{navy) or adult 3X (birch). Call
Betsy before 5 today or see the
final selection at the fall dinner.

Thanks to all who made this
a successful project.

-Betsy Custard

CORN ROAST 2001: The
Dancing Cooks!!!!

Thanks to all who attended
and supported this event. The
guys headed by John Gableman,
and his able bodied cooks, Jim

Beck, Bemie Garceau, Bob
Waddle, Phil Vitale, im
Hettmansperger, Buzz
Rasmussen, Tim Lauver, Jim
Bolinger, Ben Wozniak, and
Tom Nagy did a great job this
year. The Corn and Sausage
was the best ever.

If you made it up to the fire
pit, you were entertained by the
dancing cooks, Jim Beck, Tim
Lauver, Phil Vitale, and Bob
Waddle. Also they have talent
playing the tongs.!!!

Inside, the kitchen was
manned by Lynn Boss, and her
crew of Sally Beck, Sandy and
Erica Vitale, Tom and Vicki
Rogers, Rick and Patti
Russwurm, Mike and Katha
Machalleck, and Dave and Judy
Olson helped out by taking
money at the door,

Many thanks go to John
Gableman and Lynn Boss for all
of their hard work.

Dear Sunny and Sandi,

We thank you for giving us great
pleasure and lots of laughs dur-
ing the 2001 season. We always
read your “colummn” first.
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE US.
Your eyelashes are divine,
Lovingly,

The Betrothed Chinese Twins
{you knew the ones!)

irch Lake Notes

News From The Cove

By Starman Stu
(sitting in for Sunny)

During the especially
warm evenings of summer an
unusual display can some-
times be spotted at the water-
line near the northemmost
shore of the lake. Back in this
sheltered and secluded area
known as the Cove, under
cover of darkness, at an hour
when one would logically fig-
ure that there would be wit-
nesses, an eerie white glow
has been recorded moving
slowly just above and below
the surface of the water. I've
seen this on several occasions,
mostly when the sky 15 cloudy
or when Earth’s own natural
satellite s in it’s very old or
very new stages, offering little
light to drown out even the
faintest stars.

Through a telescope this
white apparition resolves into
not one, but two closely
paired white orbs, separated
by a deep valley, or terminator
line. With more light avail-
able, T'm sure the reflection
from the shiny surface would
be quite stunning — perhaps

visible for quite some distance
from shore.

Trust me folks, this phe-
nomenon is not of Earthly or-
gin. When trying to get a
closer look, the sparkling sur-
face has been observed to
suddenly rise from the water
and mysteriously float and
bob its way through the air,
retreating in the direction of
the Wagner home, not to
return for several more
evenings.

Look for this unnatural {or
maybe au natural) spectacle
after midnight on any warm
summer evening. Be very
carefi] not to make much
noise in your approach, as
whatever this thing is appears
to be quite shy. There is 1o
need for alarm though. This
low orbiting moon has not
shown any aggressive tenden-
cies.

It would appear that look-
ing up is not the only place to
get a good show. Come on
down to the Cove one evening
and enjoy the excitement
there. It’s free too.

-Stewart Spratt

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573 US. 12
Union, Mi 49130

Insurance Agency, Inc.

Since 1845

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

215 5. 3rd 5L

P.0. Box 1828
Elkhart, IN4E515
219/ 293-8571
EAX 2197 2848837

Johnr Ball, Jr, C.1.C.

Registered Representative

Self storage
Heme
Boat
Auto
Trailer

6 & 9 0

Ovmer - Joho Gableman
Sizes available: 10 x 10 £

WxIS&
I0x204

Corner of M-60 and Lewis Lake Rd.
{616) 476-2132

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MI

(616) 641-5861

Open bBaily: 7am-10pm MI, 6am-9pm IN

FEATURING:
Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Videos
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Birch Lake Notes

Happy Birthday Carmen

The Happy Birthday flag
was flying high again last week
at the Parkinson's. Carmen cele-
brated her big "2" on Friday.
Older sisters Maddie and Bella
taught her the fine art of blow-
ing out birthday candles, open-
ing gifts and baked and decorat-
ed the special cake — yet anoth-
er special lake party!

If's a Girl!

Ken and Darlene Troyer are
the proud grandparents of their
4th grandchild, Keirsten Nicole
Phenis who was born on August
16th and weighed in at 7lbs.,
loz and was 19-1/2" long. She
is the first grand-daughter in the
farnily.

Keirsten 1s the daughter of

Kelly & Carl] Phenis and has Watch for a passel of kids at

two proud big brothers, Grandpa & Grandma's this

Christopher and Noah. Saturday & wave as you go by
(as if that needs be mentioned
on Birch).

Navigational Notice: all
craft be forewarned that squirt
guns may be in play & adjust
your course accordingly.

Be afraid...

-Bob King

Save our indigenous clams
Gert Temple, the ever vigi-

lant Guardian of the North men-

ttoned last week about our

- - endangered clam. I don’t know

what the clam is good for, but 1t

Calvin King is 8 belongs here so greater purpose
Well almost...the actual seems ghove my pay grade,
anniversary of his birth being A couple weeks ago I man-
4:05 pm Monday the a7t aged to slice a toe, not just any

toe, but a favorite mind you.
The cut opened and bled repeat-
edly for several days. I'm mad
as hell and not gonna take it
anymore!

-Bob King

Open season declared on
Zebra Mussels

Beginning Saturday at Cal's
Birthday party I'm declaring a
bounty of a penny apiece on
these nasty knives. Kids under
the age of 16 are invited to
scour our swim area for the
striped beasties. Extra credit
wiil be given for any found
attached to the lakeland clams.

Last: 1f the appetizers seem
strange at the Fall Dinner, for-
give me, never one to waste.

-Bob King

219-679-7257
_ Construction Excavation Remodeling Landscaping
PO. Box 155 WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY Additions Concrete  Roofing All General
Vandailia, Michigan 49035  3:30pm to 11:00pm Decks, Patios  Tear out Siding Landscapes
Sidewalks Demoliion  Foundation Lot Clearing
4 w?abti%Agﬁpm Garages Grading Finishing
CARRY.OUT AP =7 : Pole Bams Retaining Basements
FOODS Closed Monday & Tuesday Yard Bams Walls Inside remodels
« We deliver: topseil, mulch, gravel, slag, sand, landscaping stone
38 YEARS IN BUSINESS! We haul away: branches, brush, bumn piles, trash
Finest Food in Michizna Fencing: privacy, chain link and farm - Install yards (sod and seed)

Phone: (616} 476-9606

Commercial & Residential

TOTLE, FPACELSS
@GB\Y\TE“J@}TNQ\

Serving Michiana area for 7 vears

ANY JOB » ANY SIZE « CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

XA 3

Licensed & Bonded

B Writing and Editing
& Photography

B Design

B Graphic Arts

122 S, Michigan St.. Suite 310
South Bend. IN 46601

< Denvitonsn — ahove the Chocolate

219-232-3735/

Phil Vitale
Publishing ..

Birch Lake’s premier source for

fax 219-232-3853
i e—mml s.nlou ph|1=a phni\;mlc.com .

Proud Member of the Birch Loke Yacht Clab

Curtis Cleaning Services

B Desktop Publishing
B Publishing Services
B Websites

B e-mail newsletters

Carpet & Uphalstery Cleaning
* Spot Removal

P Pet Deoderization

, * Minimat Drying Time
General Home Cleaning
*Vacuouming & Dusting
* Window Washing

* Kitchen & Bethroom
Sanitizing

Café

Q&s Birch D

insured & Bonded

63093 Birch Road

Residential & Commercial

GI64T6-243F

Vandalha, Mi

TOOLING - (218) 255-5176

55851 RUSSELL NDUSTR!AL DK‘WY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

MFG - (218) 255-5350

ave 8 Safe and Fan Summer!
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Sailors brave rains

to compete

Sunday brought our
sailors moderate winds and

crew on the Committee boat
of Bruce Wagner, Phil Vitale,

g Sall;ngN ews

The results of last week’s races are as follows:

threatening skies. Some of the and my wife Sally. MC’s 1st race 2ad race 3rd race
sailors were a bit heavy-head- A reminder to all you H Cranmer Ist ;;fd 2nd
ed, possibly the after effects  sailors, the Labor Day g Harman frfcli ~11§ ?irsfti
of the Com and Sausage Regatta will take place on Harman <
Roast!!! Saturday Sept 1st, 11 am with

Even after getting soaked 3 races and Sunday Sept 2nd, SUNFISH Ist race Znd race 3rd race
twice during the races, we 11 am with 2 races. J. Bolinger 4th DNS 4th
were able to complete three The sailing awards will be Teff Howard 2nd 6th 3rd
races. Monday, Sept 3rd at 10 am at Bob King 1st st st

It’s great to see sO many the yacht club. Dave Olson Sth 3d 5th
sunfish sailors out there. R. Russwurm Tth 4th 6th
Thanks to Don Harman for -Jim Beck, Fleet Captain 2001 S. Troeger 3rd 2nd 2nd
setting the marks, and to my D. Weaver 8th Sth 7th

’ S. Spratt 6th DNS 8th

Best of Beck ¢ Bistro

Elvis Presley’s
Barbequed Bologna

Stick holes all over in Bologna. Simmer in
the cider vinegar, lemon juice, and red pep-

On the anniversary of  per for 1 hour at Iow heat, basting occasion-
Elvis’s death a week orso  ally. As the liquid reduces, add your favorite
ago, NPR (National barbeque sauce and continue cocking anoth-
Public Radio) aired an er half hour.

interview with Elvis’s for-

Enjoy!!!! It's actually pretty good.

4 cans frozen
Lemonade

Mix ingredients
and chill. Serve
over ice,

This has actually been made up by Patti,

mer cook, and she divulged this recipe as Tested by the Becks and tried by all. It's very good, and you
one of his favorites. It sounds rather disgust- would never know that beer is one of the
ing, but actually quite good. Sip and Strip ingredients.!! Try it, You’ll like it!

(compliments of Patti Russwurm)
1 Bologpa ring Thanks Patti!!
Equal parts Lemon Juice and Cider Vinegar 12 cans Beer
Red Pepper Flakes ( 1 tsp or to taste) 1/5 of Vodka

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP

INEURANTCHE .LG'EHC‘." IMC

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Pelicy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

- Insurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

18479 0.8, 12
P.0. Bex 74
Taion, MI149130

_ 1.en 1t-s it m_e to sell ?oux lake

ERDON

TELL EXTATE BT

ESTABLISHED 1950

(616) 641-5995
Fax (616) 641-5787

32502 M-B2 West
Daowaglac, Michigan 43047

{616) 7824000

"OVER 40 YEARS EXFERIENCE™

= FOREIGN CARS 2 CORVETTES

+ AUTO PAINTING

- COMPLETE BODY REPAIR

» RADIATOR SERVICE

« GLASS REPLACEMENT

* FREE ESTIMATES

- WE USE THE LATEST
URETHANE PAINTS

4 Haur Emergensy
Wrecker Service

“We are rthe Best in the Business”™
Accept No Substitutes

476-2441

SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER ED. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURM
EAST TC END OF ROAD. 15874 Srownsville Rd, Vandala

r. ' '_ertv

When you're ready o sell your lake property, we
make it easy to find buyers because we're the
specialists in Scuthwest Michigan. Serving over
70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection

nfﬁbuyers generaied by our exclusive markeling program, called
Direct Lake Properly Marketing.
So when &'s ime to sell, just give us a call and we'll stard reeling

n the buyerst

VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ http-]!JerdonReaIiy.Com
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Water Quality Committee August 2001 Report #13

2001 Great North American Secchi Dip-In

An aid in the ability to perform analysis of transparency trends on individual sites

Department of Biological Sciences, Kent State University invited Birch Lake to participate in the 2001
Great North American Secchi Dip-In. To participate all we had to do was measure transparency on any
day between June 30 and July 15.

We used a black and white Secchi disk.

/ We weltt to the site where we normally measure transparency: 95° Deep Basin
__ A clear, calm day is best and we chose June 30

i mg program name is The Cooperatzve Lakes Momtormo Program.

: ich igan State University
is testing a new method for assessing the trophic status of Michigan’s inland lakes. \

The méthod uses a combination of traditional lake monitoring methods, such as water gampling and
Secchi disk transparency measurements, combined with multi-spectral images of lakes collected by the
LandSaf satellite. These images are then used to estimate trophic status in Iakes statewidq, even for
Jakes th is_ are currently not being monitored by conventional techniques.

Cloud-fre images from the LandSat satellite and transparency measurements on the lakes at app oxi—
mately the same time as the satellite overpass are needed to test this method. Unfortunately therdis lit-
tle that can Dg done about Michigar’s

However, with thehelp pfth itora enrolied in the Cooperative Lakes Mop#ioring
Program transpareQ | fritadequate images fron'the LandSat
satellite. '

The Birch Lake Water Quality Committee has been asked to help in the testing of the remote sensing tech-
nique during the period from August 6, 2001 through October 6, 2001. The LandSat satellite passes over-
head every 16 days, but because of overlaps in the field of view, much of Michigan is potentially viewable
by the satellite as often as every 8 days.

During these weeks, we will continue the transparency monitoring measurements
at Birch Lake on a weekly basis and extend the iransparency monitoring season through October 6, 2001.

We will record our additional transparency measurements on our CLMP Secchi

Disk Transparency Data Form in the spaces provided including date, time, weather conditions and unusual
conditions on the form as indicated. Also, we will draw an outline of the lake and mark the 95°Deep Basin
monitoring location.

The completed data forms will be submitted to Don Winne, Executive Director Michigan Lake and Stream

Associations.
-g temple
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Hummingbirds — we’ve got ’em at Birch Lake!!!

By Darlene Troyer

I have worked for years
planting flowers to attract
hummingbirds. When we
were first married our lovely
neighbor Della Myers had
them flitting all around her
house. I never could get them
established with our one feed-
er and she told me “you just
needed to plant the right flow-
ers.” Well, 30 years later we
have so many hummingbirds
flying around here youneed a
protective helmet! Ifound the
right combination of flowers,
no thanks to the muskrats, and
we have godles of humming-
birds. We have friends that
come to sit on our porch in the
evening just to watch the feed-
ing frenzy (we have 8 feed-
ers); they can’t believe how
many hummingbirds we have.

The hummingbirds peer
into our windows and hover in
front of the door each morning
waiting for their feeders to be
refilled, whoa to us if we for-
get. Most people when they
travel have house sitters to
take care of their house pets,
we have a sitter to fill our
feeders. Our grandsons
delight in watching the hum-
mingbirds feed from our win-
dow feeders. They have given
us hours of pleasure — and so
that you may better get to
know these tiny creatures this
weeks article is on the Ruby-

see here at Birch Lake. The
male hummingbirds have the
beautiful red throats (thus the
name, Ruby-Throated
Hummingbird), and their
green feathers have a darker
hue than females’. Females do
not have red throats but have a
gray neck and underbelly.

Bummingbirds can fiy
right, left, up, down, back-
wards and even upside down.
‘When hovering, humming-
birds hold their bodies upright
and flap their wings horizon-
tally in a shallow figure-eight.
Most hummingbirds flap their
wings about 53 times per sec-
ond. Normal flight speed is
about 25 mph. The tiny feet
of hummingbirds are almost
useless except for perching; if
hummers want to travel two
inches, they must fly.
Hummingbirds live about 4
years on average.

Hummingbirds must feed
about every 10 minutes during
the day; they consume almost
2/5 of their body weight per
day. Suger is a major part of a
hummingbird’s diet, which
they get from flower nectar,
tree sap and hummingbird
feeders. They zalso need pro-
tein in order to build muscles,
so they eat insects and pollen.
The tongue of 2 hummingbird
has grooves on the side. They
can take nectar at the rate of
about 13 licks a second.

ing high near flowering bushes
or feeders. Many hummers
will emit a loud chatter when
their territory is invaded. In
duels the hummers use their
bills and claws as weapons.
They sometimes collide with a
loud thud.

Male and female hum-
mingbirds establish separate
territories shortly after arriv-
ing. The female will establish
a nesting territory to feed her
young; he chooses an area to
protect a reliable food source.

Hummingbirds commumi-
cate with one another by mak-
ing visual displays. The male
will find and lure a ready
female through posturing and
sound. He will engageina
nuptial flight during which he
may repeatedly fly in a large
U-shaped dive pattern. Only
the male does dive displays
and during the dive you may
hear him as he makes buzzing
or popping sounds with the
wing feathers or the vocal
cords.

During nesting season your
birds will drastically draw
away from your feeders and
you may wonder where they
have gone. Visits to distant
feeders take too much time
away from the eggs. Chicks
need protein to grow, not
sugar, so hummingbird nests
are not located in feeder areas.
Chicks hatch in 2 to 3 weeks.

male takes no interest in nests
or the care and feeding of
babies. When females enter
his territory, he does aerial dis-
plays to keep them away.
After the chucks leave the nest
(about 2-3 weeks), expect the
number of hummers at your
feeder to be double what it
was before the mysterious
“disappearance” act. You can
tell the juvenile hummingbird
from the females by the green
contour feathers that have a
thin, tan or light gray outer
edge (that is if you can get
them to hold sl iong
enough). Many young birds
will ailso show broken streaks
of dark feathers, like a “5
o’clock shadow.”
Hummingbirds migrate in
response to hormonal changes,
which are triggered by
decreasing length of daylight;
nothing you can do will make
them stay too long, so it’s not
necessary to stop feeding them
to force them to go south.
They need to fatten up to near-
Iy double normal body weight
to survive the journey, and
thus appreciate your feeder
more than ever up until literal-
ly the last minute before they
depart. Hummers are fully
capable of traveling astound-
ing distances on their own
wings. Contrary to belief,
they do not hitch a ride on the
wings of geese. The fall

Throated Hurmnmingbird, the Hummingbirds compete for The mother spends most of her  departure for the southward
most popular of all species nectar and insects and guard time catching small insects
combined and the one that we  their territories fiercely, perch-  and spiders for them. The See HUM on next page
Lioyd Vaughn . 7
- Owerer  ST.EVANS FIREWORKS
EEEE 13421 MCKINLEY BIGHEWAY -
S = MISHAWAKA, IND 46545
219256 5988
(SEPTIC SERVICE ) AREAS LARGEST SUPHLEER.
AT THE BEST PRICES

LICENSED & INSURED [N MICHICAN & INDIANA
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD

54648 M-62 S. - CASSOPOLIS

FLUSH -

s
VISA |
Ry

e et

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THES COUPGN IN FOR

20% DISCOUNT-
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES.

WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN FAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAXE
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW

Dave’s Tree Trimming

David Holdread
{219} 293-4097

lumbing

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Pumps Disposals Sinks

softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filters Faucets Winterization

(219) 295-8633

License # CP81041499

License #81-07776
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HUM

Continued from previous page

migration occurs in October in our area,
unless an earlier hard frost drives the
birds south ahead of schedule.
Hummingbirds are carnivores (nectar is
Jjust the fuel to power their fly-caiching
activity), and depend on insects that are
not available in subfreezing weather, so
most of them must retreat back “home” to
Central America in the winter or risk star-
vation. Most Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds winter between southern
Mexico and northern Panama.

Hummingbirds lead solitary lives and
do not migrate in flocks. Ruby-throats
begin moving north as early as January,
and by the end of February they are at the
northemn coast of Yucatan, gorging on
insects and spiders 1o add a thick fayer of
fat in preparation for flying to the U.S.
Before departing, each bird will have
nearly doubled its weight, from about
3.25 grams to over 6 grams. Males depart
first, followed about 10 days later by the
first females. By scouting ahead for food
as the migration progresses, the males
protect the females and young from the
risk of starvation posed by scarcity of
food in unknown territory en route. The
species can more easily recover from loss
of a few males than from that of egg-lay-
ing females. The migration is spread over
a three-month period, which prevents a
catastrophic weather event from wiping
out the entire species. Once in North
America, migration proceeds at an aver-
age rate of about 20 miles per day, fol-
lowing the earliest blooming of flowers
hummingbirds prefer.

Making your yard
hummingbird friendly
Studies suggest they may follow a set
route year after year, often arriving at the

Sit: This is a useful com-
mand and will be used

dogs. Again, you should
only use two word com-
mands such as “Fido Sit™,
While facing give the com-
mand and push down on

with Fido at your side ata
heel position. This is great

often once mastered. Tt when you are walking your his p-mail
0o requires those small LEASHED dog around A0,
bite size pieces of hot the lake and a car is about

to pass. The driver and
you are more comifortable
that Fido is controlled and
will not jump into harms

More Fido Training Tips

Checking

their rear. When Fido sits, Scratch a dog behind

praise enthusiastically and  the ears and you'll find a

reward him with a treat, permanent job!

Once Fido understands this Have a butt wag-

command begin training ging kind of week! -Fido 5 Friend

same feeder on the same day. Hummers
have good memory; they can remember
food sources from previous years. So how
do you go about attracting these tiny crea-
tures anyhow? Start with a good hum-
mingbird feeder — more than one is rec-
ommended. Huge hummingbird feeders
tend to be a drawback as the sugar-water
can sour quickly during those really hot
days and become ridden with bacteria that
can be harmful to the hummers. Feeders
need to be hung and ready by early May
before their arrival! Feeders have a posi-
tive impact on the number of birds that
survive, especially in the dry Midwest, so
please keep them clean and fresh. When
establishing a feeder for the first time it is
good to color the water with a little red
food coloring. Once the feeder is estab-
lished you no longer need to add the red
coloring. You can buy commercial feed-
ing mixes but it is easier and cheaper (and
just as good for the hummingbirds) if you
0ix your own sugar water by using a
ratio of: one part sugar to 4 parts water.
It’s that simple! Well, not that simple.
Hummingbirds are attracted to tubular

flowers, especially red ones,

The following list of flowers are all
hummingbird favorites that grow in our
area: salvia, coral bells, red hot poker,
honeysuckle, pineapple sage, jewelweed,
butterfly bush, bee balm, abulilon, fox
glove, lilac, rumpet vines and hostas.
One or two varieties will increase your
chances for attracting new hummingbirds.

Another way to get hummingbirds’
attention s to festoon (be fastefil, now!)
your feeder with red or orange surveyor’s
tape, available in hardware stores. Sooner
or later a hummingbird will come to
investigate in their relentless quest for
food. In addition 1o food sources, conven-
ient perching opportunities will make
your yard more hospitable to humming-
birds, since they spend around 80 percent
of their time sitting on twigs, leaf stems,
clotheslines, etc., between feeding forays
and sorties against trespassing rivals.

Enjoy the wildlife
Birch Lake has to offer!

-Darlene

Eagle Lake Marine
has personalized service and certified technicians
who go the extra mile to ensure that your boating

days are pleasurable

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardsburg, dl (1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103 FAX B16/699-7488 v

Storage B Sales @ Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat

Covers/Tops/Upholstery & More

Janpan

binrer Iz, Tt T20C Rayre

] w#dgggggg mnRinE
s

STARCRAFT a="

Stop n today and pick up
a free accessories catalog
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Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohier

Building #3
Diamond Lake Marina
616-445-8838

P.O. Box 415
Cassopolis, Ml 49031

-MOWING GoT1GAS?
IN G LP GRILL TANKS
~WATERING PIU, F
-PLANTING & DELIVERED
-EDGING
-MULCHING Call Scott (Cottage #100) 476-1001
-You GET or
i #008) 476-2820
Tue Ippa | Lravis (Cottage #008)

Kas

ARAGE

EY WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE: 4762272

24 HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINIMART

8:G6 AM TO 7:30 PM M) SUNDAY THRU TEURSDAY
§:00 AM TO 8:00 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY I0i36 TC 12:30 (3D
*=TOM * BETTY * BECKY ~*

YISA - MASTERCARD ACCEFTED

Accents & Images

interior Design

- Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml 48085

(219) 273-5025
(616) 476-9225
fax (616) 476-9555

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7000

Beanstalk Internet

] ine!
Locall Access! Community Onfine!
4+ Completely unkimited, direct 56k v.80
Internet access! Rial-Up Costs
4 Individual e-malil account with web access {No setup costs)
¢ 30 MB of Server Space for $20 per month
Webh Pages or file storage 50 for 3 R
¢ Unlimited free account support $50 for 3 months
¢ BeanSprout News $95 for 6 months
¢ Instant internet Setup CD with Netscape $185 per year (WOW?)

Communicator and AQL instant Messenger

Getting On-line has never been easier!
We can help your organization gain high-speed
access for the entire office, AND develop your
presence on the web with your own
www.narme.com address!

Start Your Internet Experience
with 10 FREE DAYS!

Bringing the Birch Lake

Beanstalk Internet LLC.
63045 M52, Suite C
Edwardsburg, M) 48112

Call toll free 877 681-2865 or go 1o
www.peanstalk.net
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The more things change...

4 hirley Anpe and I went back to
V camp this week. True, our stay
», lasted only one evenjng, but it
£ | was our first “camp” experi-

¥ ence in almost 50 years, so it
probably deserves a mention. Neither of
us attended Tanadoonah during our camp-
going days, but we immediately recog-
nized the customs, rituals, activities and
behaviors of this woodland community
from time spent in other locales.

As far as I could tell, we didn’t do any
real damage. We probably altered the
flow and the volurne of conversation at
one dining room table, but even there, my
wife’s charm and sense of humor kept the
party rolling pretty well for the five
campers and the counselor who allowed
us to join them for dinner.

The most amazing thing to me about
the evening was how, in a world where
everything seems in constant flux, camp
life has been guarded and brought for-

ward with little alteration since the 1950s.
The cabins, dining hali, lodge and dispen-
sary looked and smelled like buildings
from my past, and the songs at meal time,
the cheers, the announcements, and even
the food serving and clean-up methods all
mirrored experiences 1 lived through at 12
and 13,

The flag pole that stands as the center
of ceremony and that provides a daily
home for our nation’s flag was donated by
members of the Scuth Bend Fraternal
Order of Police during the 1920s. I won-
der if those marvelous cops had any idea
how long lasting and influential their gen-
erous gift would be for thousands of other
people’s children.

There is & schedule for the day at
Tannadoonah, and every minute has built-
in purpose and opportunity. Counselors
carry Miss or Mr. in front of their names,
and campers ask permission before they
leave the tables during mealtime. Ifit
hadn’t been the last week of the season, I
could have signed up, returned, and
known exactly how to behave.

It isn’t easy to keep camps alive these
days. Costs have blown up to 20 or more
times what they were when I last attend-
ed. Kids have a much shorter summer
than they used to have, and more alterna-
tives when it comes to summertime activ-
ities. They can participate in organized

sports of all kinds, go to concerts, get
involved in park programs, or go to sum-
mer school. Some prefer just “hanging
out” and going to the movies or the mall
or renting videos and watching TV.
Camping fees have risen and not every-
one can find the money to send one or
more children off on a “private vacation.”

But Tannadoonah is g blessing to
everyone it touches, the kids who attend,
the young adults who work there, the
camp directors, and all of us who live on
this gorgeous lake. We are lucky to have
such a beautiful and considerate neighbor,
and I hope everyone around Birch will
find some way to help the camp prosper
and continue its non-changing growth.
The memorial walk bricks they are selling
provide a great opportunity.

Let’s remember those terrific guys
from the post World War I, South Bend
FOP. The lesson they offer to us is that
“giving” provides an endless stream of
benefit. When we give to the camp today,
we tend to think in terms of our own time
and of the children who will come here
next year and the year after, but that does-
n’t begin to tell the story. The truths and
values we all believe in and love may
well be practiced daily in that compound
50 years from now, and we can all help to
make that happen. Let’s keep things
going.

President

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Keirn Construction

Terry L. Keirn

Phone: 6164762767

BIENZ CONSTRUCIION

Licensed General Comtracior

Journeyman Electrician
Residential Remodeling
Siding * Additions ¢ Pole Barns

No Job Too Small
12 Years Experience » Free Estimates

Insured

Jeff Bienz

15286 Williamsville St.
Vandalia, M! 48095

(616) 476-2517

* PWC Service
SeabDeoo Yamcha Kawasaki
* Major & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's)

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

616-445-2

191

* RAVE/Agqua Jump Trampolines
* Marina Supplies ¥ Service *Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

* Authorized SHORE STATION
Boat Lift Dealer
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Lutz Concrete

709 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093

Flatwork
Retaining Walls
Saw Cutting

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete

616-279-7973 476-2843

TSHIRTS
by

& meRINTED SPORTSWE

Custom Silk Screening Custom Embroidery

- T-SHIRTS ~ CAPS - GOLF SHIFTS - 8 MONTHS - 6X
< TOTES ~JACKETS -MUGS - SWEATSHIRTS

- APRONS - BRASS PLAQUES - JERSEYS

-~ ORGANIC COTTON TS & BOCKS
- OTHER FINE GIFTS

MON - FRETOAM -5 P SAT 104M- 4 P
530 E. LaSalle

NO MINIMUMS
QUANTITY PRICING

232-1231

Termite & Pest Management

® Pest Corfrol * Commersial

® Termite Condref v Residertat

* Rodert Controd * Rasf Estate

& Flea Controf FHA & VA
Competitive Low Pricag

JOHN ERMARDT - OWNER
(516} 476-9944
{615} 475-2866
VANDALIA-P.O.BOX 275

v %

69608 Sunsef Blvd.
Union, MT

“Since 1878"

53621 Birch Rd.
at Birch Lake
Vandalia, Mf 49035

E. JOYCE KLIMEK
Broker
Phone Fax (616} 476-2370

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schoolcraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For 2 listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at

www.biscilumber.com

New Hickory Inm
Restaurant
Jones, Michigan
{6186y 244-9004

F\cnmg Sperl l]\ . S
aturing C hu:ken Seal‘ood & Steaks .
rime Rib w ltll “ml‘ld B(u”' ST

]E\V(e]nuumg' S]pue(cuaﬂ S ~
(With choice of potato & salad bar)

Mon - Golng fishin
Tue ~ Chicken (all you cam eat)
Wed - Chicken
Thuor « Shriomp (All you can eat)
Fri - Cod (all you can eat)
Crab Legs - 1 1b. $9.95;
2 1b. $14.95
Sat - Steak Sizzler (all you can eat)
or - Prime Rib with Salad Bar
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critigued and corrected by
Sunny Waters

As much as I have enjoyed reading
Stewart Spratt’s weekly contribution to the
Birch Barker [ feel an obligation to inform
fellow readers of the misinformation which
has been doled out routinely by the newly-
wed Stewart who obviously has stars in his
eves; the wrong kind.

To begin with, Pleiades has been
described as a cluster of stars about 400
light-years away. What on earth (little touch
of hurmor there) could this man be thinking?
The Pliedes is a Russian Olympic synchro-
nized swimming team, as everyone knows,
just as we also know that Copernicus is a
childhood illness. Don't we all remember
having our little ones inoculated?

Corrected information

Stu’s Star Stuff

Stu goes on to label Lagoon Nebula as a
famous stellar birthplace. Anyone under 90
knows that Lagoon Nebula (promounced
Navboolah) is a hot Reggae artist, Jamaica’s
finest.

And, in conclusion, Meteor Showers are
scaled-down bathroom fixtures designed for
small areas and RVs. They also meter water
flow to unburdened septic tanks, hence the
name. B.S. and I love ours.

Sorry, Mr. Spratt. 1 certainly did not
intend to defame vou but my dedication to
precise journalism motivated me.

Let’s do hmch *

Your friend,

~Sunny

*Milky Ways for dessert — tee hee Guest writer Sunny (Stars on the) Waters

51523 S.R 19 N. - Elkhart, IN

THE TAN SHOP

Simonton Lake Plaza

U&mbroigh Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

FIREPI.ACE CENTER

/ o
/ f { FIREPLACES « WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOG
46514 INSTALLATION = CHIMNEY

CLEANING, REPAIR AND
NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

Jim Geselle

(2193 2621433 « {219} 264-072%
CBO03 ATP-0403 » BEax (2T5) 2666-G3IR

L W

-z

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

)} 14525 Chapet Hill Street - Unijon, Ml 4813
Phone: 615-541-5238

1 Mi. East of Union 1o Baldwin Prairie R4, Tum North
1% M. 10 comer of Chapel Hill Street.

Come worship with us

w‘;\%\??f Glhe only thing we

‘ﬁs, ¥
7

oveook &

Glther Lake
Slecths - d)c;'g/acm’

Sunday Services: % unday School  9:30 am
Worship Hour 40:45 am N ar?,
Evening Service 6:00 pm d/bdw
Wednesday: Adult 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm 19934 M 60 East
Kid's Club 7:30 pm Three Rivers, M] 3053
(616} I79-7984

We Sell:
Manitou Pontoons
Crestiiner Boats & Pontocons
Triton Bass Boats
Mercury Motors
EZ Loader Traiiers
Starr Boat Lifts & Piers

Web Site: triboats.com

SPORT % atisfaction CO™
customer ce is
Ser\llce
We Service:
Mercury Mercruiser
Force Volve
Johnson Penta
69545 SUNSET BLVD. Evinrude Ome
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

PHONE: 616/641-2154

FAX: 616/641-2154 Email: tribeats.com@prodigy.net
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FOR SALE

For Sale — 1999 Ford Ranger 4x4 supercab.
24,500 miles. white, alt options (CD, remote key-
less entry, cruise control), brand new BF
Goodrich fires, white fiberglass matching cap.
Super Clean. $15,999. John Meyers 616-344-
8186

{987 Olds Cutlass Ciera. 170,000 miles; good
condition. $1,000. Call 616-683-5009. Viewable
at Birch Lake

For Sale — Slalom Ski; Kidder Velocity Pro MX.
Double Boot - 67, $200. Tom Rogers, 14801
Birch Northshore Dr.; M (312) 560-4969; Lake
476-9349

1950 Ford Van. Custom made VanTyke
Conversion. Really nice. Under 60,000 mileage.
Call Bud or Louise at 616-476-2174 to look at it

FOR SALE: Smali sailboat, about 14, Sears
Surfwind. Sail & boat in good shape. $450. Can
ba seen at Duffy Dufour’s cottage, E120, or call

476-2807 for more info.

Washer and Dryer for Sale — Portable Washer
and Full size dryer both in very good condition.
$25 each. Call Maryann at 476-2831.

Jet ski for sale. 1997 sea doo xp. cover, jack-
ets, Trailer, $4000. Complete. Shore station also
available. Jim Calderwood. 616 471-2102 mon-
sat. 921-0710 Sun.

For Sale - Floor size portable washer that
connects fo Kitchen sink and full size dryer.
Excellent candition. $25 gach. Call Maryann 476-
2831

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Rental, Birch Lake Rental, executive
style, apen concept, completely furnished.
Central air, sauna, laundry room, HBO, Show-
time and much more. $1,100 weekly, $250
daily/minimum 3 days, $200 refurnable deposit.
Call Karen @ 616-983-1663 or 616-921-3617.
Weekly rentals still available.

WANTED 7O BUY
Boat trailer for fishing boat. Call Bud at 476-
2526

JUST WANTED

One Sunfish. Willing to buy, lease, rent or boat
sit. Also willing to accept as a fabulous gift. Call
the O'Briens at N-250; 476-2126.

MISCELLANY

Spider problem on your boat? We can rid your
vessel of those pesky critters without toxic ard
smelly chemical sprays. For a free demonstra-
tion, bring a rolled-up newspaper and lots of beer
to the East Shore Marina and pick up Phil and
Sandy for a boat ride!

Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions

There’s still plenty of time to contribute fo the Birch Lake Yacht Club!

Mail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 46514

Drop off:
63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks
payabie fo:
Birch Lake
Yacht Club

$

.

S

$ - Water Quelity Program
S

S

- BLYC Mamber Dues {$20/ year)

- Homeowners Assoc. ($10 f year)

- Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

- Building Improvement Fund
- Fireworks Display Fund

- Other
- Riparian

($74yr, provide address)

S

TOTAL

“The Lake Expert”

Nancy Walker -
CRS, GRi '
www.sm_rmichiganhomes.com g

Sincerely,

 REMMAX
Shors Acres

- 24550 Shoro Acros R -
Csxsqpolis. Mkmggn 48034

in ioday 5 campetttwe reat estate rnarket you need fresh and creatwe ways to sel
and buy homes. That's why it's a good idea to use a reai estate agent who fuiiy
understartds the iatest techmques that get results

fasr’ -

7 Pma professional real estate agent for REIMAX So ;E you re iookmg for an mnova~' |
tive and hard—workmg mdmdua[ 1o represent you or someone you know m buymg
or Seitmg a horne, p!ease cali e today Fresh tdeas are my specraity

7

Shore Acres

21550 Shore Acres Rd

Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

Office: (800} 385-2763

Residence: (616) 476-2515
Email: nancywalker@realtor.com
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