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Six boats in ite Sunfish fleet converge on
the starting line for a season race, passirig
between the “Commitiz.”
marker buoy. Committee boat responsibili-

Sat. & Sin., 9!1 and 92— - Labor Day Regatta 11 am’
~Mon., 93 — Sailing. Awards, Yacbt Club, 10 am .

boat and the red

ties have been directed this year by Fleet
Commander Jim Beck and his wife Sally.
The Becks were the recipients of this
year's Commodore’s Trophy, presented at

Birch Lake Yacht Club

2002 Officers

Secretary: TBA

Fleet Captain: Don

Directors

Term expires 8/2002
Mike Machalleck
Dan Reynolds

Rick Russwurm
Dick Bender

Judy Olson

Denny Weesner
Holly Troeger

Commodore: Jim Bolinger
Vice Comm: Phil Vitale

Treasurer: Holly Troeger

Harman

Term expires 8/2003
Fred Freihofer

Bob Waddle

Jack Miller

Vicki Rogers
Harcld Cranmer

Term expires 8/2004
Bruce Wagner
Paula Russell
Maryann O Neill
Bob Herms
Roger Falk

Dave Bouwkamp
Bill King

Denise Smitley
Scott Troeger
Sandy Vitale

Farewell Summer of 2001

the Annual Fall Dinner by Past Commodore
Mike Machalleck before he passed the title
te 2092 Commodore Jim Bolinger.

Barker photo by Patti Russwurm

Hello and Goodbye

First of all, "d like to thank
everyone for all the encourage-
ment and support offered to me
as ] begin my reign as
Commedore. I will do my best
10 live up to the expectations.
We are all fortunate to live on
this beautiful lake AND have
such sociable, friendly and help-
ful neighbors.

Specific thanks go to Mike
Machalleck for his year as
Commeodore and for the guiding
me through the duties of Vice-
Commodore. Next, thanks to
Phil Vitale for his willingness to
serve as the new Vice
Commodore.

Special thanks to the entire
Harman/Rondot family,
Maryann O'Neill, and Phil
Vitale for helping prepare for
and serve at the Fall Dinner, and
1o Patty Russwurmn, the Wagners
and Sandy Vitaie for all their
hard work at the beverage end
of the counter. kt was great to
have the dinner so well attend-
ed, especially considering the
weather in the AML

As those of you who attend-

' ' I yo ' 'have ltems for the BARKER please put the materials in’

il 0°days prior to desire
19} 232—3853 To

Note: All imes in the Barker are IST (Indiwza Standard Tm) unless stated otherwise

ail the mfo to me at sallorphll@phﬂwta_le co

COMMODORE s COMME

ed the dinner hea.rd, I have chal-

lenged my good buddy Don
Harman to return to the “sunfish
class” in this weekend’s

Regatta 1 am also encouraging
all of you with sunfish sailboats
to come out and give us, and all
the other regulars, a run for our
money (so to speak) provided
the weatherman takes pity on us
and provides us with a little
wind!

That’s all T have for this first
attempt, and as this is the last
Barker, I will just say goodbye
for this season, but I hope to see
you all out on the lake for sever-
al weeks yet, and hope for a
long Indian summer, too. Then,
after the hopefully short and
mild winter, we will all meet up
again for a glorious summer
2002! Have a happy and safe
autumn, winter and spring and I
hope we’ll see you all at the
Spring Dmner in May!

Your Commaodore
Jirm Bolinger



From the Barker guy

What a great year!

Thanks to all of the wonder-
ful folks at Birch Lake who
have helped write, produce and
distribute the Barker this year.

Thanks to the regular
colummnists who have included
Comodore Mike, Gertie
Temple, Sunny (and her evil
cousin, Sandi), Stu, the Becks,
Fido’s Friends, Word Runner,
Ace Kids” Correspondent Amy
Troeger (and sister/photog
Tory) and Darlene Troyer.

Thanks to the behind-the-
scenes people who helped make
the Barker successful this year
-— folks like Dick Bender and
Barb Zesinger, and, of course,
all of the great deliverers who
braved the early-moming ele-
ments so we could have
Barkers with our bagels every
Saturday moming. Delivery
people this year were Judy
Olson, Holly, Amy, Tory and
Neil Troeger, Katha
Machalleck, Sue Montague,
Linda and Phyllis Catherine
Rasmussen, Louise Rieth,
Elaine Lochmandy, and Linda,
Carrie and Michael Curtis.

And a special thanks to all
of our neighbors for reading the
Barker and for your kind com-
ments and suggestions this year,
and thanks for allowing me to

Birch

blame the errors of both omis-
sion and commission that have
occurred this year on the ¢hron-
ic recto~cranial inversion I suf-
fered because of my premature
release from the Betty Ford
Clinic coupled with advanced
Philzheimer’s Disease.

~Phil Vitale

Congrats Mitchells
Congratulations to East
Siders Betty and Jim Mitchell,
who celebrated their 59th

anniversary on Aug. 22.

And another one

Congratulations are in order
also for Sandy Vitale (East
shore) who celebrated having
put up with Phil for 31 years on
Aug. 27.

Moussel busters still at work

Roma and John Went’s
grandsons have continued
working all summer to keep the
zebra mussel population from
growing in abundance on the
Eastside.

The boys love the lake and
care about its future. Thank you
so much boys, your hard work
has not gone unnoticed and is
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
~Maryann and Bill (’Neill

ake Notes

Farewell From The Cove

By Sunny Waters

Another summer bites the dust. And a glorious summer it
was, albeit too swiftly over. B.S. and I have asked one another
what we consider the season’s high point. B.S. votes for the
Fourth of July, when nine, count them nine, boats tied together
and the occupants spent hours eating, drinking, swimming,
drinking, talking, drinking, laughing at bad jokes, drinking and
dnnking. Camaraderie was at an all-time high. B.S. insists,
having read my rough draft, that I correct the emphasis on drink-
ing; it wasn’t really that profound. Yes, dear (and pigs fly).

Two years ago at our daughter Wendy’s wedding I was asked
by a guest what I liked best abour Birch Lake. Tough question.
Quick images of emerald green water and wonderful people
scanned through my cerebellum and the words shot out,
“GREEN PEOPLE!” The stunned inquirer made a polite exit
and I'm still laughing,

From the mouths of babes

Michael Thomas, while visiting his Blackwood grandparents,
caught a beautiful butterfly to keep as a pet. As butterflies in
captivity are wont to do, it soon expired. Ann Thomas
explained to her sad little boy that his pet was in Heaven where
everything is good. That evening the family went to dinner and
Michael became distressed about leaving the butterfly behind.
His mother explained again that it was in Heaven where every-
thing was good, whereupon Michael asked, “Aren’t we in
Heaven?” His mother replied, “No, we're at Birch Lake.” The
sweet little boy responded, “But Mommy, I though Birch Lake
is Heaven.”

That it is, Michael. That it is.

So, all you lovely Green People, after you've taken in all
your piers, drained the pipes and battened down the hatches,
remember the good old Summertime and its return in 2002.

Bless you all,

~Sunry and B.S.

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573 US. 12
Union, MI 45130

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

218 5. 3rd St
P.0. Box 1828
Eikhart, IN46515
219/ 243-9571

John Ball, Jr, C.I.C.
FAX 219/ 254-8937

Registered Representative

Owner - Johr Gablemsan

Self storage Sizes available: 10x 10 .
+ Home I0xi54a
* Boat Hx20 8
s Auto

o Trailer

Cormer of M-60 and Lewiz Lake Rd.
(616) 476-2132

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MT
(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am-10pm MI, bam-Fpm IN

FEATURING:
Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Yideos

Page 2




Good Patty/Bad Patty

It 1s with great regret that I moust publi-
cally defend myself and my reputation. It
has been brought to my attention on numer-
ous occasions — especially those at the
Birch Lake Yacht Club — that I am now
referred to as “BAD PATTY.”

I must set the record straight before this
slanderous title is passed on to my children
and they must carry this stigma with them
throughout their adult lives.

One pleasant Saturday afternoon, I was
sitting on our deck when our neighbor, Mr.
Towelhead, approached me. He demanded
that I make him a cocktail. I believe his
exact words may have been, “Hey Blondie!
Get me a drink!”

1 immediately prepared a fruitful libation
for Mr. Towelhead, which he consumed
quite quickly. He insisted that I make him
more and more and more...

Meanwhile, we were joined by the

young couple from next door and I politely
asked them if they would like something
refreshing to drink. They replied they
would indeed enjoy that, but they would
only have one, as they wanted to keep their
wits about them. Unlike Mr. Towelhead,
who then ordered me to “make some Patty
Punch!”

That did not deter Mr. Towelhead. I
reminded him that he had dinner plans that
evening with his lovely and most gracious
wife, Ilene so he might want to refrain from
dnnkmg, He could not be persuaded to
quit; he became vocal; I resigned myself to
making Patty Punch — I felt like I had no
choice.

That evening at dinner, M. Towelhead
told several of the other guests that I had
forced hum to drnk, and he had begged me
to let him leave (how untrue!). Then he told
them I deliberately made him consume mass
quantities of “Patty Punch” because I did

Jirch Lake Notes

not like jewels. How absurd! I love jewels!
My husband ; just bought me a lovely cubic

Zircoria ring in Las Vegas. Would he have
spent 313 on me if I didn’t like jewels?

So you see, Mr. Towelhead has certainly
changed what actually happened on that day
in July. Ireahze that it is sometimes hard to
come to terms with ourselves when we have.
behaved in an embarrassing manner, bus that
does not give one cause to tamish some-
one’s good name and reputation. I have to
think of my innocent children. 1 want them
1o be able to walk with their heads held high
and be able to look our Birch Lake neigh-
bors in the eye and say, “Our mom 1s not
Bad Patty — she is Good Patty!”

Thank you 1o all of you who have stood
by me duning this most stressful time. My
conscience is clear and I know that the truth
always wins out. I hope Mr Towelthead can
say the same thing!

Sincerely, (Good) Patty Luecht

I TOTAL PPACIKAGE
CORSTRUCTEIGR

Serving Michiana area for 7 years
Commercial & Residential

Licensed & Bonded

Phone: (616} 476-9606

219-679-7257
- Construction Excavation Remodeling Landscaping
PO, Box 155 WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY Additions Concrete  Roofing All General
Vandailia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm ko I11:00pm Decks, Patios  Tear out Siding Landscapes
Sidewalks Demoliion  Foundation Lot Clearing
4. SUN%{%{}pn Garages Grading Finishing
CARRY-OUT :00pm - 91 ) Pole Bams Retaining Basements
FOODS Closed Monday & Tuesday Yard Bamns Walls inside remodels
n - We deliver: topsoil, mulch, gravel, slag, sand, landscaping stone
38 YEARS IN BUSINESS! We haul away: branches, brush, bum piles, trash
Finest Food in Michiana Fencing: privacy, chain link and farm « Install yards {sod and seed)

ANY JOB - ANY SIZE - CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

&) Phil Vitale
— Publishing .

Birch Lake’s premier source for

B Writing and Editing B Desktop Publishing
B Photography B Pubkshing Services
B Design B Websites

8 Graphic Arts B e-mail newsletters

DeseRtewn — z.'bm ¢ ﬂu' € lmc olate (_'afi‘ R
219-232:3733 / fax "]9 "o’~38"~3
E e—m:ul. .ulo: plnl |

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
% Spat Removal

* Pet Deoderization

* Minimal Drying Time

Generzal Hlome Cleaning
F*Vacuuming & Dusting
% Window Waoshing

* Kitchen & BaThroom

Sanrtizing
ans Eirch D
insured & Bonded 616-476-2431

Residential & Commercial

63093 Birch Road Vandalia, Mi

TOOLING - (218) 255-5176

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTR’AL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, [N 48545

MFG - (219) 255-5350

Have G Safe and Fan Summer!
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Beot of Beck's Bistre

Tangy Chicken melted butter, chopped celery, water, Heat the cof-
brown sugar, pepper, onion, and catsup;  fee and sugar in
1 Ib. chicken pieces pour over chicken in skillet. Cover and a heavy small
142 cup flour simmer 30 minutes, or until thick and saucepan, over a
1 tsp salt celery and onion are tender. low heat, until the
2 Tlbs butter Tried by the Becks and Phil Vitale sugaris dis-
1/2 cup chopped celery  and very good. solved.
1 cup water Add the chocolate and & small pinch
2 Tibs brown sugar, packed Mexican Coffee of cinnamon, and stir until the sugar is
1/2 tsp pepper 112 cup strong brewed coffee dissolved and the chacolate melts.
1/2 cup chopped onion 11/2 tsp sugar Add the milk and whisk until frothy.
1 cup catsup 2 oz semi-sweet chocolate, chopped Pour into mugs. Add 1 Tlbs of
pinch of ground cinnamon rum to each mug. Top with whipped
Combine fiour and salf; roll chicken 1 cup heated milk cream and dust lightly with
pieces in flour mixture {0 coat. 2 Tlbs rum additional cinnamon.
Fry in skillet in hot ol until browned 1/4 cup sweetened whipped cream Serves 2
on all sides. In a small bowl, combine Cinnamon
S eason en der The results of Sunday’s races were:
The 2001 Regular Season SUNFISH Race 1 ?ace 2 Race 3
Races came fo a close Sunday with T. Howard st st 3rd
geod wind greeting the sailors. J. Bolinger 4th Znd 6th
Other highlights of the day included B. King 3rd 4th 18t
Hareld Cranmer taking a mid-race
dip and still managing to finish 2nd, g ‘g’gz;er g;g 2;2 itthh
and our dog, Stewart, snatching five :
bees out of mid ar. R. Russwurm Tth 6th 7th
it's really great to see the sun- 3. Troeger Znd 3rd Znd
fish flest growing. We know that Regatta Sat Sept 1, and Sun. Sept. M. Machalleck DNS 7th 5th
we've got more MCs out there, so % a:; 1 arg Ezaoth dajés. Three races
$alk to your fellow sailors and get and 2 races Sun. _
them oﬂtﬂl There are a ot of S The Sailing Awards will be CATAMARAN Race 1 Race 2 Race 3
Catamarans on the lake as well Monday moming at 10 am at the D. Weaver 1st Tst 1st
Everyone is welcome!! Yacht Club
Thanks to the mark sefters and [ have really enjoyed my stintas ~ MC’s Race 1 Race 2 Race 3
to the committee boat, which was fleat captain, and Sally and | have H. Cranmer 7nd 7nd 3ed
skippered by Phil and Sandy Vitale ~ had fun starting the races. With D.
and crewed by Bruce Wagner, Patfi  great honor | pass the position, and - Harman 4th 4th ist
Russwurm, and Steve and Shesi flag to Don Harman. R. Harman 3rd 3rd 4th
Deransk in my absence. -Jim Beck, Fleet Captain 2001 D. Troeger 1st st 2nd

Don't forget the Labor Day

EVANS BRGS. BODY SHOP
"OVER 40 YEARS EXFERIENCE™

= FORCICN CARS & CORVETTES

e _ ‘ * AUTD PAINTING g2y oDl
Good G‘:E’UP 1}3“5 and - COMPLETE BODY REPAIR /oty iy < nigie
Muiti-Policy Discounts on * RADIATOR SERVICE s
. * GLASS REPLACEMENT Sk
Home, Auto, Life & Boat « FREE ESTIMATES
Insurance < WE USE THE LATEST 24 Hour Emergensy
URETHANE PAINTS Wracker Service

Mature Owner Discounts

N “We are the Best In the Business™
“Cell us for a guick quote” Accept No Substitutes
15479 6.8, 12 a7
ZO Box 74 (616) 641-5995 SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER miFi’ﬁgj BROWNSVILLE RD. Ti
aion, MI 49130 Fax {616} 641-5787 SAST TO END OF ROAD. 15676 Brownsville ReL Vamane

lure the right buyers..

32502 M-G2 West

- When you're ready to sell your lake property, we
L= Downglc, Michgan 45047\ ke it easy to find buyer: becau sepwe?redg'te
{615) 7824000  specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over

ERD of buyers " ?dob{akes in 4 counties, we have a large selecfion
I QN generatea by cur exclusive marketin ram, call
J ] Direct Lake Property Marketing.  program, esled
:~ ) So when ¥'s fime {o sel, just give us a call and we'll stan reeling
| ESTABLISHED 1850 m the buyers!

VISIT GUR WEB SITE @ http:/JerdonRealty.Com
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Water Quality Committee August 2001 Report #12

BIRCH LAKE AQUATIC PLANT PROJECT
What kind of weeds are growing in our big lake garden?
How do we know what weeds are good?

How do we know what weeds are bad?

Birch Lake does not have a weed growth problem or an algae blocm problem. But, we still need to learn
about the plants. We need to know what is happening at our lake. We need a Milfoil watch. We need a Curly
Leaf Pondweed watch.

There is no agaatic Jiologist on the water quality committee with Bachelor and Master Degrees from
Michigan Sgate Univ }_ rsity in Fisheries Science and Limnology. But there is a Mr. Howard Wandell with
such degregs, who hadbeen hired by the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations to provide profession-
al assistande to the waterquality committee at Birch Lake. We apprecjate the opportunity.

) Agquatic plant mapping is a parameter often missing in a lake mandyement program.
' pirch Lake was chosen to take part in the Cooperative Lakes Monitdgring Proeram.
During the Ist vear of the pilot project._participation is Iimited tcﬁmly 3 lakes.

Mr. Wanflell met with the water quality committee in June of this year to l;:
ing were Yolunteers, Lind Harman, Don Harman, Bruce Wagner.

Mr. Waxdell conducted a weed survey of Birch Lake. He collected 12 speciesNor our plant data. He
did notfind Eurasian Milfoil. He did find a small patch of Curly Leaf Pondweed ghich was removed
from the Jake bottom. Both the milfoil and pondweed are not native to the lake. Bdgh are an exotic and
both ard mat forming. Both are bad. A small patch of milfoil could become a 5 acre pytch within one
year. could not get through it. Herbicide treatments costs thousands of dollaks — puts chemi-
cals intp the Jake. We don’t want chemicals at Birch Lake. '

Mr. Wa dell told us how to lock for the milfoil and the pondweed, how to identify it and t4 Id us te
remeve ghe small patch before it becomes a big patch and a bigger problem.

Mr. Wandkll also selected 24 sampling transects around Birch Lake and explained the procedure
. reguired to 0llect good plant data.

chkRussww'm- Qan Re)molds Dt o H frst phase
of the project. They Pgvg D . teds at
euch of their assigned#anszcts. : clock Pagitions at a I-foot deprh site, a 4-

Mr. Wandell called our committee today to see if we are ready for the next phase of the project:
Combine our plant cellection with a plant loeation map and produce an aquatic plant map of Birch
Lake. We are ready.

Your Birch Lake Yacht Club Water Quality Committee:
Rick and Patti Russwurm, Dan and Janet Reynolds, Bob and Gertie Temple
and volunteers, Don Harman and Lind Harman and Bruce Wagner.

And now a word from Birch Lake:

Thanks Don - Thanks Lind - Thanks Bruce

-g temple
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Where have all fﬁhe

By Darlene Troyer

What has a temper, a big mouth and a
huge appetite? Teenagers! Yes, teenagers
would be an appropriate answer and even
though this is 2 wildlife article they do qual-
ify! However, this week I wiite zbout one of
my favorite of all of Birch Lake’s Wildlife ~
the Great Blue Heron. Whether flying
majestically overhead or standing motion-
12ss at the water’s edge on 2 still, misty
morning awaiting an unsuspecting fish, the
Great Blue Heron embodies grace and ele-
gance,

Birch Lake has been home to the Great
Blue Heron for a relatively short ttme. Their
numbers have increased over the past 10
years on our lake until this summer. Even
though they still grace our shores we have
not had the Heron population of the past
years. I am curious as to what has sent them
locking for “greener pastures” since early
June. I suspect the drought has made their
hunting easier in the nearby shallow ponds.

Many of us on the lake have wonderful
photos and videos that we have captured as
the Blue Heron has graced our lawns and
shorelines. Many have Coy Jankowski’s
wonderful painting hanging in our homes as
a reminder of this magnificent bird.
However, I bet no one has the shocking
video I have of a Heron eating a Muskrat in
our yard! (No, I don’t make these things up
folks, they really do happen!) I knew I had
to videotape this event, as no one would
believe me. Imagine if you can, this regal
bird stabbing and beating 2 huge muskrat
and then devouring it! I won’t give you all
the gory details about that event but I
thought you should know the Heron is not
as innocent as everyone thinks he is.

Herons are terrific hunters as my video
proves! They fish night and day, with most

activity around dzvr and dusk. The Great
Blue Heron spends 90 percent of its active
day foraging for food. They spear fish with
their sharp dagger ke beaks to catch food
and usually swallow their catch whole. If
the fish is too large the heron will take it
onto the shore, kill it first by beating it into
the ground. then pick it apart by biting off
bits and pieces. Their diet consists of Tish,
frogs, salamanders, lizards, snakes, crayfish,
dragonflies, grasshoppers, rodents, aquatic
insects and a muskrat throwr: in every now
and then.

The Great Blue Heron ranks as the
largest of North American herons and
egrets. It has a grayish-blue body, a red-
dish-brown neck, and sometimes has white
or blue splotches near its eyes. Italso hasa
black stripe that starts at its forehead and
1eads back into what looks like a snake’s

tongue. The bill is long, large and yellow-
ish. The legs are long and grayish with red-
dish thighs. They stand 4 feet tall and weigh
between 5-8 pounds. In flight, the legs trail
behind the body, and motion 15 maintained
by slow, powerful strokes of wings that can
span six feet. They fly at cruising speeds of
between 19 and 29 miles per hour God
truly has a sense of humor as is evident m
there long gangly legs that bend backwards.
Those of us on Birch Lake are aware that
herons have a hoarse, deep guttural squawk
that they use frequently when they are dis-
turbed by our presence. The Great Blue
Heron is relatively quiet compared to other
members of its family. Other calls of the
heron include a “fraunk™ when the bird is

See HERONS on next page

Lioyd Vaughn
- Chester

' ST. EVANS FIREWORKS

HCENSED & iNSUREB ] MICH!GAM& !
Accepﬂng \{i MASTERCARgn i&Nﬁs

B

| e |

54648 M-Ez S. CASSGPOL!S

13421 MCKINLEY HIGEWAY
MISHAWAKA, IND 46545 - i
219256 5988

AREA'S1ARGEST SUPPLIER

AT THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THES COUPON IN FOR

20% . DISCOUNT
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES.

WE AT RKM FIREWORKS AREAG-!.N HAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
WITH THEIR FIREFORKS SHOW

Dave’s Tree Trimming

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filters Faucets Winterization
20% Discount David Holdread .
Fully Insured (219} 293-4097 ( 2 1 g ) 2 9 5, : 6 3 3
License # CP81041499 License #81-07776

lumbmg

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
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I have truly enjoyed
writing on behalf of my
favorite 4-legged friends,
T hope that my nagging
about poop scooping and
leashing was effective. I
suspect it was since nag-
ging is one of my special-
ties.

One last quick Fido
story I just have to share:
A friend of mine was hav-
ing a shower for her
daughter and there were a
Iot of dog-loving ladies
there. They all petted and
snuggled with her 1-year-
old Chihuahua, except for

a Grumpy Great Aunt.
The dog kept trying for her
attention to no avail. Next
thing we knew the dog
appeared to give up and
Ieft the room. Upon her
return she went straight up
to the Grumpy Aunt who
said, “Oh look, she’s got
something in her mouth —
she’s brought me a pres-
ent!”

She put her hand out
and the dog dropped a big
piece of poop in it and
pranced away! WOW
wouldn’t we all like to do
that to rude guests!

eware dogs bearing gifts

Checking
bis p-mail

®,

Anyway, thanks for
reading. Fido and I will be
sure to do our best at fertil-
izing your lawns while
vour away for the winter.

Happy Tails!

-Fido s Friend

Happy, happy
80th birthday to

Ray Sanders

If you heard a lot of laughter com-
ing the East side this past Sunday, it
was comming from the Sanders’ houss,
Ray Sanders’ beautiful bride, Sonia,
threw him an 80t birthday bash.

Yes another laker that defies aging,
Do you think it’s something in the
water?

Lots of family and friends joined in
to celebrate with great food and maybe
just a bit to much wine.

Happy Birthday again Ray, from all
your friends at Birch Lake.

HERONS

Continued from previcus page

disturbed near its .iest, and an “ar” when the
heron is greeting other members of its
species.

Herons can be seen beside streams,
ponds lakes, and road ditches throughout the
state. A Great Blue Heron spends most of
its time alone except during breeding sea-
son, which typically lasts from March —
May. During the breeding season the Great
Blue Heron 15 at its most elegant, with long
feathers on its back and short feathers on 1ts
neck that ruffle in the breeze. They nest in
trees and brushes, especially pine, beach,
oak, and sycamore trees. Nests are made of
sticks and lined with reeds, moss and grass,
usually in a colony with other herons, They
lay 3 to 5 large blue eggs and they hatch in
28 days. Both parents brood (sit on the

eggs) to keep them warm. When the eggs
hatch the mother and father take turmns feed-
ing and guarding the chicks unil they are
old enough to care for themselves. :

Juveniles leave the nest after abour 60
days and, if they survive their first winter,
may live for another 15 years. Sixty-nine
percent of newbormn Great Blue Herons die
1n their first year. Many herons are also
killed each year due to collisions with utility
wires.

In the past, herons and egrets were shot
for their feathers, which were used as cook-
ing utensils and to adom hats and garments,
and they also provided large, accessible tar-
gets. The slaughter of these birds went rela-
tively unchecked until 1900 when the feder-
al government passed the Lacey Act, which
prohibits the foreign and interstate commer-
cial trade of feathers. Greater protection was
afforded in 1918 with the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, which empowered the federal
government to set seasons and bag limits on

the hunting of waterfowl and water birds.
With this protection, herons and other birds
have made dramatic comebacks. In recent
years, Great Blue Herons have had to face
new challenges. Loss of nesting sites, and
deterioration of water quality and wetland
habitat are 1ssues of concern for heron sur-
vival.

Poor water quality reduces the amount
of large fish and invertebrate species avail-
able in wetland areas. If suitable feeding
and nesting areas are not maintained, popu-
lations of Great Blue Herons will eventually
decline,

Although Great Blue Herons currently
appear 10 tolerate low levels of pollutants,
these chemicals ¢an move through the food
chain, accumulate in the tissues of prey and
may eventually cause reproductive failure in
the herons.

Hopefully the blue herons wall return
next spring to Birch Lake in full numbers
and grace our shores again,

Eagfle Lake Marine

days are pleasurable

has personalized service and certified technicians -
who go the extra mile to ensure that your boating

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardsburg, MI {1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7488 o

Storage ® Sales B Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat

Covers/Tops/Upholstery & More

aanpan

Pover I Thate Wch Katyre

HONDA
MARINE

Stop in today and pick up
a free accessories cataleg




Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Building #3
Diamond Lake Marina
6516-445-8838

P.O. Box 415
Cassopolis, Ml 42031

e GOTGAS?
-TRI G L et T
ToATERING P/U, FILLED
~-PLANTING & DELIVERED
-EDGING

MuLcumNg | Call Seott (Cottage #100) 476-1001

or
-gtl)i{:: gf;A Travis (Cottage #008) 476-2820

%‘:’,‘;

k. Priced by hour or job

'S GARAGE

DN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE: 476-2272

24 HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINT MART

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM {MI) SUNDAY THRU TEURSDAY
B:00 AM TO 5:60 PM {(MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 T 12:30 (MDD
= TOM * BETTY * BECKY »*

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Accents & Images

Interior Design

 Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandaliz, Ml 49095

(218) 273-5025
" (616) 476-9225
fax (616) 476-9555

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7000

Beanstalk Interned

kocal imermet Accegs?
¢ Completely unlimited, direct 86K v.80

Communicator and ADL instant Messenger

Getting On-line has never been easier]
We can help your organization gain high-speed
access for the entire office, AND develop your
presence on the web with your own
wyrw.name.com address!

Bringing the Birch Lake
Comumunity Onfine!

Internet access! Rial-Up Costs
¢ Individual e-mail account with web access {No setup costs)
% 30 MB of Server Space for $20 per month
Wel Pages or file storage
¢ Unlimited free account support $50 for 3 months
¢ BeanSprout News $86 for 6 months
¢ Instant Internel Setup CD with Netscape $185 per year (WOW!)

Start Your Internet Experience
with 10 FREE DAYS?

Beanstaik internet LLC.
B9045 ME2, Sulte ©
Edwardshurg, M! 48112

Call toll free 877 681-2865 or go to
www.peanstalknet
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Thanks to all!

Thus has been a wonderful summer at
our house. After three years of struggle I've
finally stumbled onto a work schedule that
fits into our life. On weekdays when we
don’t go into town, I get up early, 5:30 or
so, and bang away on the keys until it’s ime
for breakfast. Then I try to squeeze in
another couple hours of writing around vari-
ous morning chores and activities.

We reserve as much of our afternoons
and weekends for relaxation, conversation
or play as we can, but house and yard work
intrude all too freguently, and I have been
known to get back on the computer after
Iunch or on a Saturday moming, Stll, it
appears to be working pretty well, and
Shirley Anne finds it tolerable.

It is this schedule that has enabled me to
write a novel over the summer even as |
Wrote seventeen essays, fifteen of which
were for The Birch Barker. When Phil
asked me to do the WordRunner pieces last
spring, I wasn’t certain, I could meet his
schedule, and T didn’t know what I would
write about, but he told me to “write about
anythung that interests yow,” and “give me

as many columns as you can.” Nothing
Interests me much more than life on this
lake, and choosing one’s own subjects
makes writing an easier proposition.

T have thanked Phil for putting me on
this gig, and T want to thank all of you for
reading my words, and for letting me know
you found them acceptable, Itisajoy and a
privilege to express my ideas to kindred
souls, singing the praises of this place we all
love,

I spent 30 years working in industries
where social interaction was the order of the
day, but I am not by nature a gregarious per-
son. Commumnicating through written words
is often easier and more enjoyable for me
than talking, and you all have been gracious
and tolerant as I spent the summer running
off at the word processor.

Some of you have asked me where the
“WordRunner” name comes from; it is the
narne I chose as an intenet identity when
Shirley Anne and I signed up with AOL
several years ago. I saw it as kind of sum-
mary word for the way I live my hife, run-
ning and writing. Both are solitary activi-
ties, at least in the way I practice them, but
both are also the best methods I've found
for getting out among and communicating
with other people.

Originally, Phil’s notion about this col-
urmn was that we would make it anonymous,
$0 a mystery name seemed appropriate.
However, I soon ran out of stories I could
tell without reference to my own life, so I
blew my cover early. Now I find I kind of
like using my name as a nom de plume.

1 have a finish for this piece, but it tes
more to the overall notions I"ve been trying
1o convey this season than to anything I've
said in this essay. A few years ago while
Shirley Anne and I were vacationing in
Florida, I found an inscribed stone plaque
that now sits on my nightstand wherever we
happen to be. It says, “If the one you love
with all your heart, retums your love, you
have everything in life that counts.™ Amen.
This hormly is intended to remind lovers of
the great gift of their shared lives, but you
can add an “s” to the word “one” in the
inscription, and it will expand the meaning
of the phrase to include your family and all
of those people and places you care about
most. I know of nothing I believe in as
much as I believe in those words.

See you next spring, and until then,
please take good care of each other.

Only 5 Sweatshirts left!!!

Would you beligve that there are
only 5 sweatshirts embroidered with
Birch Lake and the heron left? It’s
true! I have 3 youth medium (10-
12) in Birch gray and 2 youth large
(14-16} in navy. These would be
perfect Christmas presents for the
little loves in your life. Call Betsy
@ 476-9835.

Inguiring minds want to keow
How many sweatshirts were
ordered and sold? What’s your

7
gusss: THE IMsUy

President

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Keirn Construction

Terry L. Keimn

Phone: 616.476.2767

o o

.Lf".’

L Nz conmmuaTon

Licensed Ganeral Contracior

Journeyman Electrician
Residential Remodeling
Siding » Additions - Pole Barns

No Job Too Smali
12 Years Experience = Free Estimates

Insured

Jeff Bienz

15286 Williamsville St.
Vandalia, Ml 49095

(616) 476-2517

616-445

* PWC Service
SeaDoo Yamaha Kawasaki
* Major & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky’s)

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

-2191

* RAVE/Aqua Jump Trampolines
* Marina Supplies ¥ Service X Storage
%* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

* Authorized SHORE STATION

Boot Lift Dealer
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utz Concrete

709 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093

Flatwork
Retaining Walls
Saw Cutting

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete

616-279-7973 476-2843

T=SHIRTS

(1 G O ORTSWEAR
& pRINTED SPO
Custom Silk Screening Custom Embroidery

- T-SHIRTS - CAPS - GOLF SHIRTS - 6 MONTHS - 6X
- TOTES «JACKETS - MUGS - SWEATSHIRTES
-APRONS - BRASS PLAQUES - JERSEYS

~ ORGANIC COTTON T'S & SOCKS
- GTHER FINE GIFTS

MON-FRITOAM-6 PM SAT 10AR -4 PM
30 E. LaSalle

NO MINIMUMS
QUANTITY PRICING

232-1231

Termite & P anagemez

* Pest Controt

* Cammercal
¢ Termite Contref * Residertial
* Rodent Contred * Res! Estate
* Flea Controf FHA & VA

Competitive Law Prices

JOHN ERHARDT - OWNER

{616) 476-9944
(678} 175-2866
VANDALUA - PO, BOX 275

69608 Sunsef Bivd.
Union, Mi

“Since 1878"
B3021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK
at Birch Lake Broker
Vandaiia, MI 48085 Phone Fax {618} 475-2370

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks 2t Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

New Hickory Inn
Restaurant
Jones, Michigan
(616) 244-9004

ay 5-10 pm. -

ednesda
o Friday & S

 “Evening Specials

. Featuring Chicken. Scafood & Steaks & -
- Prime Rib with Salad Bar!!!

~ Even fumg S]Pnerci‘taﬂls ~
(‘W ith choice of !\potato & salad }bar)

Mom - Going fishin
Tue - Chicken (all you can eat)
Wed - Chicken
Thuor - Shorimp (All you can eat)
Fri - Cod (all you can eat)
Crab Legs - 1 1b. $9.95;
2 b. $14.95
Sat - Steak Sizzler (all you can eat)
or - Primne Rib with Salad Bar
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The Moon reaches full on Sunday this
weekend. Careful observers will notice that
its apparent size is a bit smaller right now.
That’s because Sunday marks the most dis-
tant full Moon of the vear. Warch as it rises
about 6 degrees further north the next few
evenings.

. Although diminished from its earlier
suzmer brilliance, Mars still outshines all
evening stars. Find it in the south at dusk.
The planet lines up with the leading edge of
the “teapot’s spout,” part of the constellation
of Sagittarius,

Upcoming Events

In September, watch as the Moon reck-
lessly bolts across the early moming sky
causing near misses with three planets. The
first encounter results in am occultation of
Satumn. An occultation is when one celestial
object passes in front of another, temporarily

Stu’s Star Stuff
Upcoming events

hiding it from view. This occurs on Sept. 10
On Sept 12 the Moon brushes past Jupiter
and on the 24th the Moon and Mars make 2
dazzling pair. Look about an hour zand a half
before sumrise for the first two, about an hour
after sumset for the Mars encounter.

Meteors can be seen most any night of
the year, but there are predictable showers
that occur quite regularly. One of the better
ones is the Orionid shower which peaks on
October 21. It so named because the streaks
of light can be traced back to an origin that
appears to be within the constellation Orion.
The meteors can be seen anywhere in the sky
though. Another good shower is the
Geminid shower which peaks on December
14.

The first half of 2002 will feature gather-
ings of bright planets in the evening sky,

Be sure to look nightly.

The Space Shuttle, International Space
Station and numerous satellites can be seen if
vou know when and where to look. Check
out wwwheavens-above.com for a schedule
and other interesting information.

Finally, in February 2002, look for the bian-
nual Vogon space procession. This colorful
and creative parade of intergalactic space-
craft marches across the sky for most of the
month. The parade begins at the revelers’
home planet of Vogon in the Andromeda
galaxy and winds its way across the sky 10
termminate at a grand fete near M44, the Bee
Hive cluster. It’s a bit like Mardi Gras, only
on a larger scale.

Enjoy vour fall/winter/spring and we’ll
meet again in May, when I might try eating
Corvus. Until then, enjov the show. It's
free.

with ALL FIVE in the west in Apni - May.

Simonton Lake Plaza
51523 S.R. 19 N, - Elkhart, IN 46514

THE TANSHOP/ {{

U[tmbra igh Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-2 64-4 977

\

FIREPILACE CENTER

FIREPLACES » WOUOD STOVES
GLASS ODOORS AND GAS LOG
INSTALLATHON « CHIMNEY -
CTLEANING, REPAIR AND
- NEW CONSTRUCTHON
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

- Jim Geselle

{219) 2621433 = (219 264-OT72%
{200 4190303 = Fax {219) 2666338

CHAPEL HILL BISSIONARY CHURCH
14525 Chapel Hill Street = Union, Ml 49130

Phone: 6158-641-52368

1 M. East of Unien o Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North
1% M 1 comer of Chapel Hill Street,

Come worship with us

Sunday Services: Sunday School  9:30 am
Worship Hour  10:45 am c/(},w
Evening Service 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Actult 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm 19384 M 60 East
Kid's Club 7:30 pm Three Rivers, M 43093
(616} 279-795¢

oveook &7

d’k«ﬁ’y . Cfegﬁaaf

We Sell:
Manitou Pontoons
Crestliner Boats & Pontoons
Triten Bass Boats
Mercury Motors
EZ Loader Trailers
Starr Boat Lifts & Piers

Web Site: triboats.com

s MAF n = comes First
mer Sat’Sfa tio
Gusto service s #4
We Service:
Mercury Mercruiser
Force Volvo
Johnson Penta
69545 SUNSET BLVD. Evinrude Omc
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

PHONE: 616/641-2154
FAX: 616/641-2154

Email: triboats.com@prodigy.net
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FOR SALE

For Sale — 1999 Ford Ranger 4x4 supercab.
24,500 miles. white, all options {CD, remofe
keyless entry, cruise controf), brand new BF
Goodrich tires, white fiberglass matching cap.
Super Clean. $15,999. John Meyers 616-344~
8136

1987 Olds Cutlass Ciera. 170,000 miles; goed
condifion. $1,000. Call 616-683-5008.
Viewabhle at Birch Lake

For Sale — Slalom Ski; Kidder Velocity Pro
MX. Double Boot - 677, $200. Tom Rogers,
14901 Birch Northshore Dr.; M {312) 560-4969,
Lake 476-0349

1990 Ford Van. Custom made VanTyke
Conversion, Really nice. Under 60,000
mileage. Call Bud or Louise at 616-476-2174
tolook at it

FOR SALE: Small sailboat, about 14, Sears
Surfwind. Sail & boatin good shape. $450.
Can be seen at Duffy Cutour's cottage, E120,
or call 476-2807 for more info.

Jet ski for sale. 1997 sea doo xp. cover,
jackets, trailer, $4000. Complete. Shore ste-
fion also available. Jim Calderwood. 616 471-
2102 mon-sat. 921-0710 Sun.

For Sale - Full size electric dryer in excellent
condition. Call Maryann at 476-2831

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Rental, Birch Lake Rental, execu-
tive siyle, open concept, completely fumished.
Central air, sauna, laundry room, HBO, Show-
time and much more. $1,100 weekly, $250
daily/minimum 3 days, $200 refumable deposit
Call Karen @ 616-983-1663 or 616-821-3617.
Weekly rentals still available.

WANTED TO BUY

Would tke to purchase a 5 or 6 hp outboard
boat motor in good working condition. Call Bud
at 476-2526.

JUST WANTESC
One Sunfish. Willing 1o buy, lease, rent or
boat sit.  Also wilfing to accept as a fabulous

gift. Call the O'Briens at N-250; 476-21 26.

Wanted: Hobie sailors to come out & play.
The Laboer Day Regatta runs Saturday / Sunday
& some Cats plan to barge onto the course &
campaign a third class of sailboat. Please put
on your prettiest sails & join in the funl

-BobCat

MISCELLANY
THANKS FROK THE BOAT-CHALLENGED
moochers of the East Shore Marina to all of the
great folks who chuckled at our ads this year
and still came by to give us a it The number
of hours we spent riding other people’s boats
shows not only how well Barker ads work (buy
early and buy often), but it also provides proof
of the incredible generosity and friendliness of
the Birch Lake community. We are so pleased
1o be able fo call Birch Lake home. We hope
everyone has a wonderful (and mercifuily mild)
off season and look forward to seeiny all of of
our snow-bird neighbors next yeart

-Phil and Sandy
PS: We'll be happy to watch over your liquor
cabinets while you are gone...

Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions

Donate now for next year; avoid the rush!

Mail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Eikhart, IN 46514

Drop off:
63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks
payable to:
Birch Lake
Yacht Club

$
§ - Cireworks Display Fund

5
$ - Other
$

- BLYC Member Dues ($20 1 year)

$___
$___ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year)
$

- Sailing Fees (315 / year)
- Building Improvement Fund

- Water Quality Program

- Riparian ($71yr, provide address)

TOTAL

’{f}

“The Lake Expert”

Nancy Walker
CRS, GRi
www.swmichiganhomes.com ,

Sincerely, .

RE}MAX :

‘Shore- Acres ' o
21550 Shore Acros Rd <
Cex_ssopoﬂa. MicHggn_f:Qﬂ:i‘l

!n today’s compet:ttve real wtate market ycu need fresh and creaiwe ways to sell
~and buy homes. That's why it's a good idea to use a real astate agent who fuiiy
undersiands the iat&st techmques that get resu}ts :

fast’ e

o T a professronal reat estate agent for REIMAX Sc :f you re iookmg for an mnova~
~ tive and hard-workmg individual to represent you, or someone you know, in buymg
or seElmg a home. p%ease ca!i me today Ffesh :duas are my speczaﬁy

7:;5

Shore Acres
21550 Shore Acres Rd
- Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
" Office: {800) 385-2763
Residence: (616) 476-2515
Email: nancywalker@realtor.com

Page 12



