
I 

) ) 

- ~ 
... 

·- ~ 

~~~,..--......__ 

]4~ ~ l~~/W_ ~ 
+~ E~~Jii:L B~ ~ 
-11-;tj - v~e1/ ~c£~~ ,li/6-~~-

--- . ... -- .-..a.....--

.:;t~---Cf tb \;:1 {~ .~ 

~ .. , , _:~ t' ~~V/ / l•<r w '- ,)\.1 \.: ·-
\ (' - ,.. / ... -• I~ l . ~ ~ '1)'1 ..,1. l. -,;-;_'/ ' c, ' . Zlj_ . _ ,.;:::;.,~,.....,.._) ~~ I tJ I I I lj F= ?£..1 ~ 

-- '-'J' '-- \- - ~ ~~ \ -
IT 1S TOO EARLY TO START WATCHING BUT NOT TOO EARLY TO START PLANNI NG ••• ••••• 

for the BOAT PARADE (one of our e::1nual events ). There were 19 boats 
register ed last year . Unders taP-d s tock in the Film I ndustry really soared ••• . 
you never saw so many cameras a 1clickin 1 • 

Mrs . H.:rwa.rd Andersen from Cottage # 182 has once more a ccepted the chair­
manship uf this color::"'ul event . Date wi l l be announced soon • • • in the mean­
tine~ start using that gray ~atter and come up with a winning idea. Well, 
of course, there vill be prizes. 

~ 
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JUNIOR YACHT CLUB MEMBERS ~I 

The Yacht Club is now open on these 
night s for you to enjoy . Hours on 
Tuesday and Thursday are 7:30 to 10:30 
and on Saturday from 8 :00 to 11:00. 6~ 

j/4~~!1 1~. Plenty of records for dancing • •• pop for 
(~-~ ~ J ~17 ; 1 drinking and 2 tables for ping pong 

· -.A. .;;. f:;;IV. ~llrr-u~ ... - enthusiasts. Why not let Mom and Dad 
~ -~-~enjoy a little peace and quiet on these 

~
specified night s? / 

~ . ~ (A~ Mom and Dad may REST \f~ ~ 
/ ~ I it.. a ssur ed t his wi l l be t~ ()_"" (.,_,~. 

Your Yacht Cl'J.b Memberships .for 5GI all "Chaperoned Fun" . 
entitles ":/J"..~ to a.ll this fun . ~~,. ~~- . 
'Ihere have been two Jr . Yacht Club meetings this summer. t . ~~ SJ;l-P'~ ~ 
by our President B • J • Hague • " V ~ I 

·rhe first meeting was hel6. June 23, 1966 at 8: oo- P . M:"': Thi ~I)... people 
attended . / · 

Ja~1 Carpenter got the r ecords for the juke box, bill was $10 .87. 
S~ggested act!vities ror the followi ng year: · 

Pir.g ?ong T'ou:."·.1a:ment Hay Ride 
T~ree Dance Bands Street Da nce 
Paper Drive . Car Wash -- Bake Sale . 

Next ~eeting was set for July 7th, . l966 to be he ld at the Yacht Club. Also , 
t Le meetiP-gs are every other Thur s day night . Next meeting vill be July 21st. 

The July 7th meeting was called to order by our presiden~'~ J'' Hague. 
Th~ appointed directors to sell Jr. Yacht Club memberships are as 

fol~ows: , 
East Side: Cindy Ball West Side: Karen Toth North Side: 

Pa~ Foote Keith Claro Kirk Lochmondy 
John Ball was appointed to b e Comrjittee Head of the Clean-up crew. Steve 
King was alsc appoin ted Committee Head of the advertising for dances and 
other activities. 
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at the Clubhouse o o" o oCome over an.d get 
a cCJ · ... :e,.inted with your neighbors . 

WI':fil A Lr;:j1:'LE LUCK YO!J }t:.AY ·~)JCE HOME A BUCK 
OR A ~~~JL OF GASOLINE FOR YOUR BOAT 

Cc·u.ld ·c::: o o. o o'JC•u n-.igh-1.; t1 'Jttr_ -~·i:J. a door prize! Mrs. Arlene Ma.challeck i.s 
.~:.::1. ~";t.t..::>ge of t!"ds t:·:.::.:::. ( ycr;.1 ure :aelping out the Kitchen Fund too s you know} 

t r- V - Lo.c.~.o..~.L 0 :.-- J..&.~il \....!,.~£.1c;.u i"J~ L\.4!0 u 0 o o OA~ ~ VC eo e eo ~ ~ t .':1·.., "'.,.,.,.a"' '" ~. "'I~ -""' -t-.f 0 .... "" th"'""'""' t-·· n· o· ·fe""."' 

~ ~ · ""'%' \t.:b'-;;.·~.1)3 cc!:u-: &.5 you a.:<."'e 9
: a.~ -g~go as you please" "-, 
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/ 
/ S A : L I N G NEWS 

Las t I '\iYeeker_d .fc;u;::-• ;)f' O~.l'L"' s~.i.pe Sailors X"'dPresented 
~rdtJ. La~re at Dia.~r.o:'1:1 Lake 1 ::1 the An:1ua.l Dis tric.t 3 
"' 'i.-. ~:~~:.~ 4 ~.,..""'-..,.f..,..,s c:.s; <'·~ ~~"'"" "'~···o''" , r~ -1""9 _.,. .. ..._...~ fron• .... .,.,e 'J..:..~ro~ .. L~.t·J.\.a . .,( oo:•.:. .... ~-!...Lj:J o J./ u ... ~.!. .. _-~ . ...;;~ .L.. ~ .. u .. ..:....v - ....:.. ·.._, .;;; vC .. a .. tllJ.. 

Da.~.ctJ tt::. uS t!ll""Oi.:g!"';. Ol·:.i o :pa.::'~icij,)a ted . 

Fi ve :;."'s.c ss IJ(.<,re s.ai lee vvcr.• 3 da ys L1. good ·winds with 
Dr- . V::.'!e K0l!.erLt.:m.s~ of G::;..:t c a.go taking 1st place. 
Rep:raeent;!..ng Bir•cb. Lake WEr.re Sob Hague and Don 
Holtz 3 Was._"le a._1.d Ma:~y t/;;tl ... J.,C' 3 ·:r .~:r:: Ho':lra:r-d. a.nd Steve 
King a.r.d Ea.:r·l a:-.J.6 J -ef'.f :lroog·B:,"' . 0:-:.~y the top 4 bo.a. t s 
fr•or;. eac:1. fleet in. t~-e d:,. str:~ct; s.re eligible t o par~ 
t:!.ci~ te. Earl and J ef"!: I-:.. .... o:sgsl.., f'inishsd '7th in the 
D~·:;r'!--·v S.,.-r··~ e\'l f'O!"' .... '}-.!:>. 'h·"'·""·-1:- I"it--~,.·r'1 °Y"On a '0.1-r•c'n' i' .. ~'\<e ~""ilo.,..s \io:oo.l ... :: ·-· ~.., v- - v _ ...,_ .. o u....,..,;v ...... ...... ..--.a.~"'--' ....... -o u .- .. ~, ... ~~ ~-e.._.... 

' \ 

-Thi s '!J;'eeker:d Die.::r.ond Le.ke 'h<:.·3ts a. S·..1r..fish-Sail!"'i sh regatta. Tom Troeger 

\ 

is plar..r .... i..ng to att.e:-_d ';.r!:"...i:'..e Earl. ~r_d Jeff ~roeg.er will represer:t Birch Lake 
in t:te !~~l~ge.r:. Sta;t;9 .Sr..ipe Cha.rr.;x!.cnships at Grand Rapids. Snipe Sunday 
Series ·will a"l.so be ~or:..d-;.:.\!ted. on Birch La:ks. 

"-----''---~ 
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3 E'I'TE2 J" OI:.j :i:N ~.E FUN AND GET I N THE SAIL ~ 

w'E 1<11i.sh to expr,a8s c<:..r l ove and 
sympathy to !f~s . Fred. Lunz a r:.C:. 
family in. th.e des.t:~ of net• h"J.Sband 
on Sunda-y r.:o:r•ning, J"..l"J. .. y l Oth. 
Burial vras in Fort ·wayne . 

Good ar:.d cold m:!. li.::.v fre~h ~ggs .v dsl:l.cious 
ice crea m (lotsa 1 flevors) ar!d best 
cottage cheese, i~ fact, a complote dairy 
will be drivin g past yo·c.r• d oor every other 
day. Just li5ten for 7-he Moo-o=o-o- horn 
and let tdm know you a re interested in 
"direct , to your door'~ servi~e. 

I t's the PRODUCER'S CREAMERY wi~h refrig~ 
era. ted del:!. very se::·vice that I am talking 
about . His pho~e nur:aber is 476-3811 

£14;_ fn--~~- I 
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FOR SAL~~ Simmons Loung,, · 
with Slipcovers.o•• 
sleeps two. 

See R. E. Cealka. 
Cottage # 16 ~ Hilltop 

East Side 

FOR SALE: Pontoon Boat CarrieJ 
Narrow Axel 

See Al Sikorski at Cottage # 21 

Located on U.s. 12 just 
east of Birch Road 

Operated by Mrs. L. Zimmerman 
Phone 641-5369 
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WE D 0 N I T WANT 

COWBOY SHENANIGANS 

Practised on our Birch Lake. 

Let's keep it SAFE and SANE! 

- · Good sense, particularly experience 
and training are most important. 
Before letting your children out 
in the dinghy with its one and a 

half horse, make sure they can handle it properly. (There are a good many 
of our Birch Lakers who would like to see a Safety Course taught to some of 
~r Senior Citizens also) We don 8 t need a law for instance, to tell us that 
a swimming area is~ place to run an outboard •••••• at any speedt Yes, 
adults do it too. They're old enough and big enough to know better •••• why 
not set a good example? 

You know there are always two sides to every story and our swimmers should 
also respect the rights of our boaters. We have plenty of water and plenty 
of room for everyone to enjoy good safe fun. 

Following are some complaints that have come to our attention •••• maybe you 
didn't think •••• maybe this doasntt even apply to you ••• but let's remember: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

When its dark enough for boats to have their lights on, its too dark 
to be skiing. It is difficult enough to watch, even on a sunshiny 
day, for skiers and especially if they have fallen. 

Swimmers on rubber floats should not be so far from shore that they 
interfere with boat traffic. 

Unmarked "snorklers" are appearing out of nowhere. With so much to 
watch •• othey are particularly hard to see •••• how about a little flag 
as a safety precaution (this is a law, you know) 

The same lighting regulations apply to pontoon boats as to other water­
craft ••• remember red and green on the bow and white at the stern. 

Skiers should give fisherman more consideration (the law clearly states 
at least 100ft. clearance •••• this goes for all boats, not only those 
pulling skiers. 

Boat traffic should run in a COUNTER CLOCKWISE ~ manner. 
Ma~be our own folks are not to blam~ but PLEASE advise the company 
enjoying your ootta~e and the lake to follow this rule . Dontt be a 
"wrong way Corrigan 

KEEP SEATED~~~ · And this doesn't mean on top of the back of the seat 
or on gunwales . 

* From John Ball, your Commodore. 

-----~::~::-~~:~-::~::-~~:-::~~~:~-::-:~-~-~---------\-\--r;-------------
you just have guests "drop in", ..Q-.- If~ 

9.nd - 1 
would like to print it in our ;::;;:::::- ~" ._d rJ 11ft.. ( I -

Shoreline News., This makes the ."?'""': " •' 
paper so much more interesting . _ ~~ 

Get your news ready ahead of 
time so when your Barker is 
delivered you can give it to 
your News Hound. Thanks . 

PLAN A 1-1 I= J-\ 
~ 3, 

---· ----------:-·--.. ~---------~ - -.-:. .. ·- -; . _,;. 
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~~~vn"" ~ 0-l~ ~ u . "BETTER GET IN THE SWIM" 

rr-wo Tt~eeks went much too fast and 
Tuesday finally came and Mike 
Machalleck was on his way to York­
town, Virginia, to start his new 
c:..1ties at the SKIFFES CREEK ANNEX 
Nuclear Weapons St&ti cn. 

As a graduation gift, Mike ga ve 
cis sister Kathy a trip to Washington, 
D. Ca Accompanying them i s Diane 
Waltman of Niles. Kathy and Diane 
will spend a week with P. c. and 
Ciudy Waltman, sisters of Diane, who 
are working in D. C. 

Pa t and Clair Bonfoey of Niles, 
Michiga~, spent Sat. afternoon and 
e vening at the Deckers. The five 
young Bonfoeys, Mike , Mary, Joe, 
Ierri and Laurie made merry despite 
t he quick ehange in the weather. On 
Sunday Mrs. Decker's niece from Niles 
entertained the Senior M. Y. F. from 
the Niles Methodist Church. Joining 
the "fun day" were her parents and 
sister s Luann and Lynne, cou~sellors, 
Mr . and Mrsa Elwood Hemphill and the 
Rev. Lloyd Schloop and farr:i ly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Cealka Jr. and s on 
Jeff were hosts at the Cealka Sr's 
cottage for the 4th of July weekend. 
Their guests were friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Al Boggs and daughter Jill from So. 
Bend and Suzanne from Washington, D.C. 
Their neighbors frorr. Elkhart, Mr. a nd 
Mrs. Mal oney and son Marty and daughter 
Marilyn and cousin Jer~y Kenney and 
wife Lola from Galien, Michigan all 
en j oyed the lake a nd love ly fireworks 
dis play. 

·_./ 

Th e Dee Shewman's have a new ~luebird 
h ouse which has attracted a bluebird 
or is i t a green bird. There seems 
t o ba a question. 

J effrey Mill er f rom Kansa s City visit­
ed t he Ha yden' s last weekend. 

Tori King is very glad t o be back a t 
good ol e Birch Lake after spending 3 
weeks at ~lichigan Sta te u. for 
"Operation Bentley- 1966" .. She said 
they had a beaut iful outdoor pool but 
it doesn't compare with t he lake. 

The Hartranfts, our r.ew neighbors 
at cottage # 129, announce daughtei 
Patty is oper ating a new sailboat 
(has a red, white and b lue sail) 
Daddy Hartranft says it isn't the 
biggest · boat on the lake but he 'll 
bet Patty had the biggest grin 
when it arrived. She loves i t . 

The Stoneburners from 12409 E . 
Jefferson, Mishawaka, "1-.'ill be en­
joying the I. T. Bowers' cot tage 
# 307 for the next t wo weeks. The 
Bowers will be enjoying a trip 
to the Dells in Wisconsin and a 
visit with his brother Carl and 
famil y in Milwaukee, Wis cons i n . 

HAVE YOU SEEN THE BEAUTIFUL POST 
CARDS BEING SOLD BY OUR JR. YACHI' 
CLUBBERS?? 

It 1 s a picture of a Bi::.,eh 
Lake Sunset which was taken by 
Mrs. John Kensill. Under-s-car1d 
they had t o take 3000 i~ order to 
have it repr oduced. They certainll 

Y should have t ·' O troub l e i n s e l ling 
them though ••••• 20 for a dollar or 
10 for 50¢. 

Let•s make this a profit;able 
venture for our young fo l ks and 
their Jr. Yacht Club Fund .. 

The Cowen's son Riehal,d. and f amily 
from South Bend visited with them 
l ast Sunday . 

Guests at the I. T. Bowers cottage 
# 307 for t he weekend v7ere ~Ir. 
Jame s Hile and Mr. and Mr s . Richard 
Ulrich and baby daughter Amy Sue. 
Mrs. Ulrich was the former Miss 
Sue Vyverberg , high s chool class­
mate of Fran Bowers. Sking a nd 
then more skiing and an exci t ing 
water ball game took up most of the 
time . They did t ake out enough 
time t hough to enjoy some delicious 
barbecued chicken. Baby Amy s lept 
through it all •••• the f resh lake 
a i r must have agreed with her. 

Mr. and Mrs. J~n Heckber celetrat ­
ed their birthdays a t their s on's 
cottage in the Cove. Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Heckber from Mishawa ka and 
the Stanley Niles fami l y from 
Pennsylvania were als o pres ent. 

-'1, 
• ' 'J' .•• _¥·1--' ., .. . . : 
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IV1r u ~~el Eibsc:b..r.1an .is vacati·:ming 
the ~e0~2t~ ~f t~e 9th in the I~ter ­
ne.tior;j~. l Ftalls t:\rld '~ho~~e f .. t~~h:l:-.. g :!..r: 
s~9)~sad to bs wander~u! . G~o~ 
Lu0.\: ~ 

.r::..m 9.rlc. ~:!in•Gh<?.. Hlb~l~r..me..n v:ere Et th0 
/ 

l .ake \:i. t:-... gt:e:s ts f'ron In.d:i.ar:a~)O lis :. 
Mr . c:. nd. ~·-irs . Ra·t::..a.:-.:. Streitme.ttera 
,Ji.~ r-11d. tl!a~sl1a crs go:i.ng t~o 'be pre;·~c: 
paren~s at t~e end of Novernter •••• 
Congre:cu'!.a ti :>ns t 

Karzr_ r.roth had a ~ slmriber party the 
weeke~d of the 8th f0r her 15t~ 
l~~-~~C!.C~a·s u ~:icse~ pre:S2-~it. £~~)~~ t::-.:e 
f·J.~ vTcJ.:•e Ali c e Earvey , Chris Carrnol.s., 
Ji1.1 Smal1 a.nd l\i.ars Anne Dorc:hei.'lts . 
Ha.p;ry Bi rthda. y 3 Kar•3i"1 o 

Tami Mc:.:son fl'"'•)m Westerr_ Sp:::-·i~~gs spent. 
t:1e weekend vli tl:. Gayle De-Cm:..dr>es o S::.;:: 
conqLersd the watar skiis o 

Mr-. and l\1rs . H. D. Thi ml o.r, Les li.e and 
Laurie visited the Budzir..sk:!. c ottage 
S1.:nday. After taking Les lie a~1d Tom 
to Carnp 'I'a ma.rack, the others r e t urned 
t o Birch Lake for an afternoon of 
swi mming and skiing. 

The William 
t he William 
Sat. r_ight o 

foll o-vred. 

Humphrey' s er..tertaine d 
Abolt 1 s at a cook-o~t or.. 

A good bri d ge game 

The \veekend of the 4th ~uests of the 
Ward Sco~ields cottage H 185 were ~. 
and r~Irs . Ray Van Laecke , daughter Ros e 

/( 
1·'\~A(/ i 

.i"! {l \' ....... 
··· · ~...!..~ 
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B-:;y Oh Boyt ~ Did y.;lU see a ll the 
C: .;gs a-r unnin' for their chains 
e~d dog ho~ses l ast Monday? ( on 
t~e south side of the lake ) • . Mrs . 
Otto Ma.is couldn ' t get her pet 
cat t c come dm-m :'rom the highest 
l.i:nb of the tree so she ca lled 
for help o 'I'he Dog Ha rden came t o 
the :bescue . 

Galen arld. Sarah Sargent from 
Sebring , Florida, spent last week 
~(J i th the liuber t M. Weavers • Mr. 
Sargent was f or merl y BMsiness 
Superintendent of the South Bend 
Schools. 

~be J ames Shearraan 
~ ch i gan spent the 
Hubert M. \<!:~ vers • 

I 
family of Niles, II 

4th 1dth the 

I 

Mary and son Bob and hi s girl frienct ___ _ 
Mrso Hazel Myer s of Columbus Grove, j 

Ohio is visiting the P. c. Forbes 1 

for sever a l days . Cheryl . Jim and Bill C:ortier , friends 
of Bob, were also there. Other guests 
were the Secka roski fami l y 3 John Sr. 
and J ohn Jr. and Gene • Ward.' s br other 
J ohn and his fardly from the Cove on 
tb;: Northwest side of Bircl".:. Lake came 
over 'fPith t heir gues ts to get a better 
vieiv of the fireworks. 

Thursday evening Mr. and Mrs. 
Cha r les Purdy en joyed dinner with 
their daughter , husband Mike and 
Mary Ann Vyl onis of Indian Lake, 
Dowagi ac .. 

Jim Cortier brought his 0oat a l ong Jim Purdy talked with his family 
Sunda.y. Bob, Bill and Jim enjoyed a via the phone and he will be spend- ! 
boat ride but were l eft s trar..ded on the ing this 'ileek end -vri th his grand- 1 

far side cf the lake. The Birch Lake ' p~~~nt.B 1 1v. H. Trosts of Los I 
Sheriff 1 s Patrol Boat came to the rescue ,AngeJ.es, Edwin Trosts of Manhatten i 
other~,J:l.se it vTOuld have been one long Beach and Edgar Merrimans of North- 1 

sv;i.m back , sa.ys Bob. Bob ' s luc}:: failed ridge , California. To complete I 
hi.m the following day when hhe boat the r eunion his sister and family I 
stalled near the middle of tl!.e l ake. Sue and Dale Bart er, Cindy, San dy I 
Bob was towed back t o the cottage that and Randy of Cassopolis will also 
time by Steve Tunnicliffe. Everyone be guests. The Barters are spend- 1 

agreed they had a great tir:1e though.... ing a month in Sunny California. 1 

however, ther e are now two boats on the 
lake out of wor king order for awhile. 

Mr. a.nc1 lVlrs. Paul Izdepski from South 
Bend came up last Sunday for a picnic. 
Their daughter Tricia is coming up t o 
visit Debbie for the day. 

The Norman Monroe family have 
purchased the Breec e cottage, # 133 , 
They a re enjoyi ng Birch Lake and 'I 
Tom, Robert and Mindy Anne are 
making a bi g 11s pash 11

• Welcome 
folks and have fun t. I 

Maurie , J o and Terry J enkins i>lil.L be a.t 
v cottage #' l.j2 for the next 4 vTeeics . 

Mrs. Hazel DiJ.aneau, l\1r s . Ed Van 
Ryan and daughters Katie and 
Kristine of Mi shawaka spent Friday 
w·i th the Forbes • 

,. ~· 
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in the Cove •• o •• 

The Shewrr:a.ns hs. ve co~_pleted. 
the pai nting of' the rema.ir.d~g n.ir..e 
boards of each sect1o~ or ~heir 
pi er . Neighbor Cne·c Waggor .. .c;r got 
them off to a good s tart ~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Ral ph Hanes cf s~~n 
Bena were gues~s of the Starr 
Ventworths on Saturda y evecing o 
Sunday guests wer e Mr . and Mrs. 
Jack Wentworth and two sonsJ Myron 
and Dal e and St a rr 1s mo0her, a lL 
of Howe , Indi ana. 

\_Q,t. ~ I? 
v r-·gr ;,~ ., 

~r;c~ - ,.,_ -
t" ' ·-
~ 

_I}_ 'bout 60 or ou~· loyal Bi r ch La.kers 
attended the Por t er Townshi p Board 
Meeting a t tne Porter Townsnip Hall 
last Tuesda y even~ng. Tne need I'or 
the blacktopping o1· Walnut Road r rom 
Bro1~svilie t o Harvey, t hence on Harvey 
to Birch Roaa wa s presentea. 

Arter much discussion t he Boar d 
a greed to s e t up a meeting with t he 
Cass County Road Comm2sslon , t ne Port er 
1'wp. Board and t ne Road Cor.un~ ttee or· 
B:.trc~ La.'ke • 

oi tne pier to 
a-m~Kl.n 1 when 

~ • ~ \ 

Off1C£RS 

l.,..-J. or· 0 I R C c /o,fS 
._.......... .... , • .,~- lfi}C Ce.Jjr.c-~'-

-JULY 6tn - .): ) U P. M 

ANY DRAWINGS RESEMBLING '!'ROSE HOLDING OFFICE IS ACCIDENTALLY ON PURPOSE. HAl 

HISTORY OF BIRGE LAKE AND UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

One of the principal grievances of the Southern Slave Owners befor e the Civil 
War was the Underground Railroad . Quakerz from Penns ylvania came i nto 
Michigan and purchased sections of l and around Birch Lake and Calvi n Center. 

Yhen the runaway s l a ves from the South were carri ed by the Under ground int o 
Michigan a farm was given t o them and many families have r etained this land 

• 

to the present day . The Undergro~nd ~ai lway wa s a r oute over which the color~ 
ed men and their families were ca rried on horseba ck or by wagon, a fter night 
from one station to another . T~eee stations were usual l y about 20 reiles 
apart. Two principal routes were ~sed~ one coming up from Cincinnati through 
Indiana. and converged just east of Cassopolis at the home of St ephen Bogue. 
A monument now marks this spot on route M 60 . Thi s wa s the Michigan terminal 
of the Underground Railroad . Bogue and Josiah Osborne were the principal 
operators and t he most importaLt rr.en in this undertaking . Osborne was l o­
cated on the f arm t hat is now kncvm a s Hillring' s Lakeland Gardens . He 
operated a nur s ery here a s fa~ back as 1850~ f urnishing shade and f ruit t r ees 
for the surrounding country Q 

In 1847 s l a ve owners from Bo~cc~ County, Kentucky organized an expedi­
tion to come to Michigan to recove:-· s o:':'!e of their runaway slaves . They 
arrived in t he month of August and camped near Shavehead Lake. They knew 
exactly where the runaway~ were living as they had ~ent a spy up the previous 
winter. The s py had rrAde maps and reported their location to the slave 
owners. The Kentuckians oaptured several men , women and a baby living on the 
Odell farm. The alar~ spread and froill all over t he Birch Lake area angry 
farmers gathered 3 armed with guns 9 s~ythes and c l ubs. The Kentuckians were 
stopped and surrounded a t the. Osborne farm (Lakel and Gardens) Their wagons 
were overturned and later dumped into Birch Lake. The colored people were 
again free and the sla ve ow~ers l eft to r eturn to their homes the best way 
they could. After re.t urning to Kentuc~~ t he_y W.rOt~e many threatening letters .. 
to the farmers around Birch Lake, Which fa~ned the flames of the coming Civil · 
War. The ~agons that were dumped in Birch take were visible for many years 
on the east side of the lake. ~ven in r ecent years reports that pieces of 
these. wagons havs been sighted and brought up from the soft white marl bottom 
by s ld.n d1 vers • 

. ' ., 
Set. 'I' lJ N. '>'I wee/(_/ 
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