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Monthly meetings were held i!l various homes. Th:ru the efforts of this early 

orget.nizntion. :Girch 'Lc.ite iots..s mo.d~ an experimer.tll.l lake with a resident cvnserva

tionisi l working in cooper::>.tion with ·the Bepartment of Conser,'ation and the 

University of Michigan. Trout were introdv.ced. to ·~he lake but after several years 

it ,.ms fou.n.d that ·they ,~ .. ere detriment~~l io the na.-t.~.Iro.l fish of the lo.ke, Bass, 

Blu~gills, Perch, etc. and after several years they ;rere discontinued, and fish

ing is GOOD again. 

As the po·pulation of ·t,)te lake increas0d other interes·ts besides fishing developed 

such ns boating and svrinnni.ng and. the name o7' the Club was changed. to Birch L:1.ke 

Community Club. 'l~hen sailboc.t,s appeared on the sc-ene. The first orgn,n.izBd. znilboat 

races ,.rere held here ebouii t1reniy ye:trs ago. 1V'ith rooro ycw~rful outboo.rc1 motors 

and be-tter boats sking beco.mG :popu.2ar. Some !Qf thr~ firs·t. s!ties ve::-e heme nnd.e. 

nough sawn Ash boards ~rere obtained a-t. the country sew mill, then dressed down to 

'Proper thick.\"''less and t,heu s!1c.pcd ·0o skies in a home 't'ro:-ks~L)p end somG are still 

in use on the lake. 

The no.me of tho organization vo.s nE:xt c31anged. to Birch T..!r~l:;:,s- Yn.cht Club c.nd. the 

clubhouse wa.s build on land donated. bzt J::be Eo~\lTo.rds ana ::'ina!JC·?:i by subsc:ript,ior..s 

ranging from $5.00 to $500.00. WHh ·the ne>r club house Bingo and Danci::l.g became 

populn.r. rr·ravel and fishing films ve:-e sho-:n1. Nelon. Feast-s n.nd Icc Cream Socials 

were enjoyed by all. 

The Birch Ba'!':;:er wade its appearance about t,his s~me time. Th1."ee issues t~1e first 

year and only a couple o-: pages. "From this mod.es·i beginning it hc.s gro;rn to the 

present weekly with paid advertising covering the cost of publication. The first 

.An\1ual Birc:1 Lo.ke D~nner ,.,'U.s held at 'fhe Nishawalm Conservation Club in 1950 with 

135 attending • 

.About 15 years e.go the first B.L.Y.C. Firewor&o Display was shown on July 4th 

and hcs become an annual event enjoyed by nll. Also about ~he same time ~he first 

Boat Parade was held and bas become a yearly tradition. 

Five years ago a Health and Safety Co!fu~ittee was appoin~ed. B.L.Y.C. purchased 

a patrol boat and motor, the County and State furnishing a t-:ari!le Patrol Officer, 

which has greatly contributed to the safety record of Birch Lake. That same year 

th0 Sc.fe Boo..-ti:J.g CoursB was started at B.L.Y .. C. o..t the cl~10bouse and htl.s made 

good operators of our you.~g peopl0, 

Two years ago the first :ru.mmage sale was held at the clubhouse, ~chich helped the 

finaaces of B.L.Y.c. 
The water show put on by the you;.1g skiers ln.-st. year ·r•as of Cypress Ga:!'den calib::e 

and was enjoyed by all. 

This :·ear the origine.l constitution tonil by-lo.crs of the Bll"ch I.a:~c Consermtion 

Club was amended. 

Birch Lake Yacht Club is an cxcelle~t club vith interests for everyone. LETS 

KEEP IT THIS WAY. 

Submitted by Floyd Fulmer 
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1970 SiJNFISH FINAL SEASON STAND]]\TGS 
Average 

Flee<> Number Name 8/30 Races ~~ 
1 14766 Claro 1 17 1648 

2 21923 Carpenter 12 16 1581 

3 14310 Troeger lO 15 1516 

4 130 Macha11<>ck 14 1498 

5 25075 Tunnecliff 2 12 1462 

6 20909 Cowen 17 1333 

7 25131 Spratt 3 ,-_, 1314 

8 21351 King 6 19 1302 

9 24252 Kruggel 8 19 1251 

10 14580 Troeger 5 18 1230 

11 17992 Harlan 7 17 1198 

12 29392 Axel berg 9 13 1158 

13 29079 Courtney 11 15 1052 

14 1<'illiams 12 937 

The Pol lowing Bon. ts :Did Not Sail Enou~h Ra.c~s tv be in Seo..SO;'l. Sta.ndinz;s 

22898 Foote 8 1287 

26306 Lennon 2 722 

30354 Hagu<> 4 7 1424 

O'Brien 6 1088 

16039 Ball 3 763 

Ll~.'ZOR :Ct~GATT-1, 

Saturil.ay 2 Races 

l Hace 

1:00 p.m. (Hichigan Tirne) 2:00 p.m. (Indiana) 

Sunday lO:CO e.m. 11 11 11<00 a.m. 11 

If inclement weather cance:s any races we ~ill sail a&diticnal races on Sunday 

or on Monday at 10:00 a.m. (Michig~n) - 11:00 a.m. (Indiana Time). Every attempt 

wil~ ~e ~~de to sail the 3 races. 

Trophies for the 1970 seas~n, 4th of July Regatta and the Labor Day Regatta 

vill be presented September 7th at the Yacht Club, starting at 10:00 a.m. 

l1ichigan Time - 11:00 a.m. Indiana Time. Everyone is invited to attend. 

Keith Claro continued his winning ways. He sailed his way to his fourth successive 

season championship. In the last 5 races he finished in first position. Congratu

lations, Keith. 

The last race of the season was sailed i~ heavy winds with some extremely high 

~~sts. There was lots of action with sailers working hard just to stay upright. 

All of the sailors thank those of you who manned the ccmffiittee boat. We are 

fortunate for next year as Seldon Foote, Jack Troeger and Peg Carpenter have 

volunteered to do the starting chores for 1971. 

LAKE 1!.3..!__§_ 

Gary and Margi Snyder, Kokomo, with Debbie and Brent, visited Grandma and Grand

pa Olson at Cottage 47 over the weekend s.fter spending several days in St. Louis, 

Missouri, with ?ran and Henry Roddiger and Eric. On their way home Saturday 

afternoon they stopped at Dave and Judy Olson's home in South Bend to greet 

Je:":'.:rsy David, Dave and Judy's new son. 
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Sunday gues·0s at the "Double D" VOl'e ¥.rs. itndy McCombs !.>.nd daughter, PD.tty Sue, 

of Gr~nger, Indiana. Thursday visitors were Mrs, Clayton Taylor and }Irs. D~lbert 

Schafer of South Bend. 

Y.rs. Harold Curtis (Mildred Binkley) of Plymouth, Michigan and Mrs. Marjorie 

Testsort of Vandalia were the guests of ~he Fulmers on Suneay. 

Guests of ¥~. and Y~s. A. D. Shewmcn on Sunday were l{r. and Y~s. Alvie Green of 

South Bend, Indiana£ 

The George 1'iellers of South Bend wore guests at the Gollatz cottage on Sunday. 

FOR SALE 

14' Atwood partially refinished wood boat - $25.00. Cottage #13, W.R.Schmitt 

LOST Ai'ID. FOUND 

Cottage #47 

Co·ttag,;, #11 

Troeger. 

Lost: One white life belt. If fo;ucil please return to Cottage #47. 

Lost: On<? y0llow Adolph Ki.s>fer ski. If found ple~se contact Jack 

~~-fl. EDITOR'S SOUND-OF::? 
~ ~'? "' j'8' NOW ~\R. THIS ! ! (Vir-.. the grapevine) 

f![C' ... !.... (_-- \ \ i{): There 1 s a ~7ell founded rmor thn. t R&rm Kruggel and Bill King may 

"' -t:J---~ be planning to sell a. few (3 or 4) chrdce, bGa.utifully wooded 
">,~-"···· •• c lakefront si·\es adjacent to ard south cf their Basketball a.mp. 

Rumor hn.s it that Birch Lake residents or their sel.eoted friends ~rill rove priority. 

Anyone desiring information respecting the rumor might contact Herm, a Certified 

Public .A.ccouni:rant., in Sou·th Bend., Ind.it).,no., or Bill King, e..n officer o£ M:ist:~1 

funufac"turing Company in Hishawa.kn., Indian.:1 .. 

The other day a. perso~l friend who h~s a. summer residence at a nearby lake, 

remarked - "Our taxes should be lower than yours Birch :Lake is a Status Lake 

no trailer camps, no commericc.l places or taverns, c.nd n. regu.lar fn.mily a-::~iios

phere." Quite o.. nice compliment- - dontt you agree? LETS KI~h.P IT THAT 'rlAY l ! ! 

Mighty nice to receive let';;ers from our fellows in t.ho services, Army, Navy, 

Marines, .Ai: a.nd Coast Guard.. The-se arB: people wl~o count, ! ! Tha;o.kfully, we are 

not on the mailing list cf saffron ":protestors" ll.r.d their supporters, the psuedo 

intellectuo.lsof "oen-:;al midge'o" sto.tus. 1>Te 1 ll continue to send militars personnel 

from Birch Lake the BAR:CER and to happily receive their thoughtful letters. 



I 




