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Vice·Commodore Bill Hayden 300 ~p~ ~: ---. 

Secretary Sh1rley Ross 10 I . ,. r _ 

T:t:~;u~~;tain ~:~"J!:lre/r-6 of. J cd 4 :~ ... :> ~, '!> 
Tru~:==~owcn 3os C. 0 tn ; t'lj v D fl-/.. . ~. _j 1f0~: ;·: /}Jt/iT~.-~ 

Terry Montagut= 1 r A -/ v J; .l ...... 
BobRoss, 101 ' · ' ' ~'"' .---"' ·"J---::, 

Dir~~~~~ SIDE , , ~~ --=-~-=-=-

June 28, 1975 

Chuck Stevens 46A _ 
Virginia Gard 99 

~;;;~::~th ~~ \~~ -~ _:;-_~-rr· · -........ -· 
EAi::~:ejoy 102 ·. ) /, ....T <::!..;,:: (;.j H {;:. ~ · ' V ¥ ..._ 

\ 

'I' v _,... . .;:;1 

Dave Ohon 126 · 1· . ~ ,... () 
~~?;:;~~rey :!~ ,/1 / ~. ( . ._; ':; -8 Q ..-:· t1 \j 
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NORTH SIDE ,~ , ' !~~· Bud Zesinger 26R "''l!ll!::il .. - _ 

wESTSIDE Fri., July 11: Ie.ke & Stream Association 
Joc<..acn..:p~ciJlU t 
Bob Axciberg 355 presente. ton at the Yacht Club 
Herm Kruggel 388 

Sun., ,Tuly 13: Family Softball Outing 

Sailinp Results of Jun~ 

Seven boats were out for the opening of t'1e 1975 sailing se2son. 
This is far under our avera;.:e, and is f8.r below• the total number of 
boats on the lake. He encoura:re more sailors to go out. The races 
get started at 10:00 L"ldiana time Sunday morning. T•Je're out there 
for fun and it's more enjoyable with more boats. Ue're happy to see 
one new boat out t~ere, Georee Varza. 

Under a new Fichigan lm,r, all sailboats must be registered at the 
Cassopolis license bureau which is by the BU~~Low-Superoarket. 

name number first ra.ce second race 
Kevin Kruggel 24252 1 3 
Kurt Kruegel 14766 2 4 
Bill Carpenter 21923 3 I 
Rick Doolittle 29392 4 3 
Leo Zela.sko 39996 5 6 
George Vargo 6 5 
Al Courtney 9 7 7 

A week from today will be· the start of the 4th of July Regatta. 
The race ~;ill start at 11:00. 

OPen House Ooens Se~?.son 

Fifty friends and neighbors 
gathered at the Yacht Club last 
Saturday night to enjoy the first 
scheo.uled event of the season; 
the annual Open House. E.enewing 
old friendshiPs and makinP: some 

. new ones were the orders .of the 
evening. 

The hot night caused the liquid 

refres!1ments to flow freely as 
everyone sampled the variety of 
delicious snacks and entered into 
the lively conversations. Sur~ 
prisingly enough no one T'l'ilted even 
the decorative daisies neld up. . ' 
Visitors from Pittsburg, Corey Lake, 
etc. as t<<ell as Birch Lakers vou~hed 
for a fine evening. 



SERVICE OIL CO. 

604 Water St. 
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031 

distributor of Sunoco products for Cass Co. 
heating oil 

LOCHMANDY BUICK SALES, INC. 
Buick Opel 

Service is our Business 

426 No. Main Elkhart, Ind. (219)523-3188 

WAYSIDE BEAUTY SALON 
Sears Street 476-2276 

open 9 to 4 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Paula Seager, beautician 

K TAP ROOM 
Vandalia, Michigan 

open seven days a week 
5 pm to 11 pm 

..::!!:.JL 
~ ..... ~-=-· 

GOOD FOOD COCKTAILS 

SPORTSMEN'S CENTER OF VANDALIA 
Virginia&: Richard DeLong 476-9610 

License Fishing Tackle 
Ammunition Live Bait 

Mon thru Thurs - - - 5am to 8pm 
Fri and Sat - - - 5am to 9pm 
Sunday - - - 4am to 6pm 

118 EAST FIRST STREET -MISHAWAKA, INDIANA 46544 
219/255·3722 

Presto Print 
Business Forms &: Systems 
Envelopes &: Letterheads 

Wedding Invitation' 
Road Maps to Lake 

If you need help- -Call Tom at 476-2272 
TOM'S GARAGE AND WELDING 

Williamsville open 7 days a week 

gasoline LP gas 
motor oil fuel oil 
cigarettes pop 

PHilLIPS 

~ 
candy ice cream 
bread milk 
free delivery to fill 55 gal. gas barrels 

HARTRANFT CHEVROLET, INC • 

201 East State Street 
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031 

COUNTRYSIDE BEAUTY SHOP 
Pat Swiatkowski, 

Bair Lake 
9am to 5pm 

244-5186 

operator 
on old M-60 

closed Monday 

RESIDENTIAL SPEED LIMIT IS 25 mph 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Cass County Sheriff - - - 445-2481 
Fire &: Ambulance "" 

Newberg-Porter - - - 244-5235 
Fire (Vandalia) - - - 4 76-.2440 
Hospital (Three Rivers) --- 287-1145 
Mich. State Police-- -120-483-7611 

Diamond Lake Baptist Church 
Decatur Road 
Cassopolis 445-2591 

St. Ann's Social Hall 
421 N. Broadway 445-2248 
Cassopolis Rectory 445-3140 

First Church of God 
Spencer ~oad 
Cassopolis 445-8500 

Porter Baptist ·Church 
5 mi. So". of Jones on Rte. 40 
Constantine 435-7493. 

LOCAL CHURCHES 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
W. State Street 
Cassopolis 445-3950 

United Presbyterian Church of Cass. 
E. State Street 
Cassopolis 445-2664 

Cassopolis United Methodist Church 
South Rowland 
Cassopolis 445-3107 

Union Protestant Church 
R.F.D.2 
Cassopolis 445-2066 



Here Comes #192 

Next Friday is the 199th birth
day of the siznini of the Decla
ration of Independence of the 
United States of America. 'I-Jl1c.t 
does that mean to you? To me? To 
Birch lake? 

To me, it means livinc in a 
beautiful countrywitn many oppor
tunities, eood people, and also 
the responsibility of ta.kin;: care 
of th.at coitntry. 1•Te p~y taxes, 
but not aE much as many countrys. 
1·Te are p;overned, but unlike many 
countrys under soverign rule, we 
are charc:eo. as the electors of that 
r;overnment •. To Cl.ate it seems the 
best system. Of course, a :;;ystem 
is onl" ss -ood as "those" 1,;ho 
run it: lmd we are "those n. It 
is our responsibility to train our 
children,· e-ovei'n· our own lives and 
see that we do not take advanta?e 
of others .. any more. than we t1ould 
be tal<en advs.ntaee ·of ourselves. 

And so we come to "1·!hat it 
means- to Bil'9h lake". It· means 
EACH of us is responsible! 1:Je 
EACH owe Birch lakel To be resl)on
sible as far as safety for others 
(boat drivine, swimming, etc.), as 

.far as the health of others · 
{septic s;:stems, la.ke usace ), and 
as far s.s sharine: of wha.t :rublic 
land is left, keeping in mind that 
we· must not abuse the use· of this 
land. 

On .this our _country's Bicen
tenni21 Year minus one, we must 
all remember our !'UI'Pose for this 
country and ou.r smali part in 
continuinc this concept~ Courtesy 
in every day livine does.matter to 
you, to me, ana to Pirch LP>ke in 
year #199 of our Country •. 

1\n Interes.te-:' Birch Iaker 

Ambulance contd •. 

Your donations, here a.gain, will 
help defray expenses. 

The Volunteer Ambulance Service 

You never Jmow '~<'hen you :t-rill be 
reQuirec to use the emer~ency 
number t·:) c?.ll for an ambula.nce. 
This IJarrc f,rear 1'\'e have_ noticed 
those ,f:l-"tshin[ li::;hts t.hreading 
t11.eir 1·18 ·r ar·ound our shores a m:m
ber of times. Birch lakers .. can 
feel quite secure in the knowlec: . ..-·<o 
that. an outstrmo.inc, strictly voJ.., 
unteer, ambulance service is op~:r.
e.ti:rJ,": ir. our 2.rea. 

. This service located in ;;c,nes 
covers nothern Porter to:t-rnship 
ai:lo. Birc,1 Lake is Rlmost · e:ia.ctly 
in the center o'f its houndar!.es. 

-Gary Felcolm, c"lairmsn, of 
Driskills la1<e, Hoy Camnbell, sec
ret,._ry, .. of Jones s.nd. Sue Forester 
of Rs.ir Ial<e lesd s. erouiJ of 19 
volunteers most of "'hom are regis
tereo. Emerr;ency r;edical Technician 
These ratin.::;s are achieved after 
126 hours of medical training at 
Sout'h~restern !Tichi~an College as 
1>Vell as the Advanceo Red Cross 
Eedical training. Three technicia 
a driver and. two attencl.e.nts are 
aJ,1·~ays on scheduled duty 6:OOpm 
to 6:00am daily while the day 
hours are ,,s.ndlec1 by local area 
voluntAers. 

The new van type ambulance is 
efl,ui:p;,>ed with air conditioning 
a.no. two resuscitators capable of 
cardiac ano. pulmonary emergency 
care. Another fine feature is thE 
tele~hone service whe~eby atten- · 
dants can communicate with hospit1 
while in transit. 

Patients are taken anYJIThere th1 
reouest when their conoitions do 
no£ endancer life, otherwise the 
technicians must make the decisio: 
~.rormal runs t2.l-:e the service to 
Elkh<"rt, So. Bend, Niles, DoNagia· 
and T'"tree 'Rivers.. The service is 
!)rima.rily desi:"ned for emergencie 
Call~ for transfers of patients 
are not refu~ed hut naturslly 
av<l.ilariJ.ity fo!' emer.~ency servic 
has priority. Therefore, dependi 
on the situation, there may be 
some ~imitations on transfers. 

He are indeed fortu..11ate to . The service operates strictly 
have suc'1 a o.edicated orp;anization by donations, It is not e. commerc 
of friends and. neighbors banded venture but simply a fine group o 
toc,:ether to help us al1. in emer- volunteers interested "in assistil:: 
cencies. vTe trust we won't have the ::enerql public in a vital are 
to use the- service to any e-reRt of neeo. Donations normally ra!l{ 
-extent but it 1 s com:Bortino: to anywhere from $i5 to $50 accorCI.i! 
1mow that it is tl;ere when that to :Roy c~mpbell. . 
crisis does occur. 

Two. cood rules for Jreepinc a 
fr-iend is never to lend money or 
recommend a restaurant, 

Roy also advised us of the ref 
ular Coffee Hour every Saturo.ay 
mornine at the Jones Fire House. 
Coffee and dou~hnuts can be en
joyed while you ins!lect the eq~i: 
ment and other items of service, 

contd, 



~d. Colored Algae Identi~ied 

Over the past weekend, the East 
and. North -sio.es were alarmed to 
see :;._ murky red substance invade 
their shores. The many calls that
I received. from concerned residents 
eQualled the number of theories 
propeseo. as to the cause. !ly calls 
to the. lake & Stream Assoc, the 
Dept. of Health and. the Bu.reau of 
Natural Resources among others 
proved futile, notin~ that nothing 
shoulo. eo ,,.ron?: on rrreel<ends. 

On Honday, :;. ~rater- s::>_mple "l'm.s 
analyzed by staff members of the 
Dept._ of_ Bioloey ?t ~'otre Dame. 
The findin&s.were passed on to the 
Cass Cou.!).ty Dept. of T{e~lth. ir/hat 
developed was an unusually gre:;._t 
bloom, of blue-r:!'een algae known as 
Anabaena. This form of al,e:ae nor
mally flourishes in l:;._te summer 
but the intense heat of our week 
helped_ it out compete the reeular 
lake alr:ae. It is expected that 
the pesky intruder "l'lill drash or 
die off within a feN <lays and the 
friendly <liatom algae will crow 

Somethinc- new has been added 
to the Tannadoonah-. program this 
summer. Several residents of ·Bircr 
Lf>.k.e have requested camping by the 
day for their chilo.ren and7or 
l"randchilnren. Altho several week: 
are full RS far as caPacity iS 
concerned • all children ag~d 6 to 
16 (BOTH BOyS AND GIRLS) who l~e 
on Birch Lake can register for one 

· or more week8 of camping by the da 

They would be involved_ in all t 
re."'Ular nro<"rams incluO. in."" Red 
Cross srr;tmmin:: instructions, ca- · 
noeing and sailine (if qualified), 
all sports actiV.ities, archery, 
handcraft and ca.mpcraft ~ All 
activities are optional and campe+ 
can choose ~>~i~ich part· of the pro
gram tl.-ley~~-roulo like to be in
volved in. 

The camping~by-the-day fee is 
~24.oo per week and includes-the 
noon meal and camiJer.insurance. 

.. For further ii'..formation call the 
camp office :476-2177. 

~md ,set us back in balar-ce. 'J'here-
fore there is no cause for alarm Two special ~•eeks are incorpor 
accordinG to both authorities, ated ,111 the seE:~son_ this year---
Actus.lly there is nothinc that can a ;o:irl 1 s bas){etball camp and a 
be done to help nature al~ng. --- tenn_is ·camp; both. havi11;: qualifie 

The red color proved to be 
tricky. The anabaena's florescent 
characteristics frequently s.llow 

instructors ,,.he will live at camp 
and. spend t]:le e_J:).t ire w.eel{ teachi:n 

.·fundamentals and individual instr 

it to mssk its chlorophyll by a 
reddish piement in the water hence· 
the rusty invasion of· last weekend. 

A-further coliform bacterio
lo.s;ical test to measure forms of 
pollution will ~e made but.the 
results ~>~'ill ·not be kncMn before 
this edition goes to press. 

]jirch lake Testin~·. 

Joe O'Brien 
Commodore 

As a spin off from our contact. 
with the Dept. of Health of Cass 
County concerning our aleae bloom, 

· we found that this Spring the Dept 
did take water samples of Birch 
Lake for bacteriolocical testine. 
The results, accordin~ to-Environ
mentalist, Keith Harrison, were 
~ood. · 

Harrison reveal·ed_ the DeiJt. 
plans for a loneer ran~e wa~er 
quality testine procram. This 
s6rvey will be conducted over the· 
next three months with water 
sam~les taken from the lake on six 
or seven occasions. Hhen we 
receive the results of this proeram 
we "!'rill advise all residents. 

PATRONIZE OUR ADVITISERS~ l 

tion to campers. · 

Its ::cod to be 'back among our 
nei[:hbors for the summer and 1>11e 
would like everyone to know that 
they a.re rr<elcome to come over an~ 
'fleekenn. to look around cam_p or 
"1ust visit"· Boat's~ can be. dock( 
at the pier since ther!? are no 
camoin<>: ,._ctivities from Saturday 
noon to 2 :00 PJ'l Sunday. We have 
an adult st. Bernard for a wa.tch< 
so it r.rould be advisable not· to 
brini: your IJets! 

r1rs. Chas. l·lurphy, camp dir 
Ilrs. David Le.flin, asst. ca 

direc 
camp phone 476-2177 

The following, l?:kes -8re. all 
our Porter Township; can you 
locste them? · .. Indi<:m'. ·Lake 
Baldwin la'ke Clov-erdale ·rake 
Bair Lake Little T·Tood lake 
Bu.ck Lake --Shs.vehead Lake 

·Elbow Lake Teasdale Lake 
Spatterdock.lake. Carter Lake 
Sta~e IE.ke. Robb.ins lake Lone 
't>food :Iake .Bellows lake 



For Sale 

Boat Lift suitable for outboard; 
cottase· 102, 476•27·77 

Armed Rob.b,..e£_y_.§J:t. Tom' s Garare . 

to 12. . .... 
EriR"ht · a.nd early l'onday morning 

June 16th, Arline's sister Ruth 
Rogers, her d.au~hter Fareri and 
her daughter, 2f year Andr~a plus 
a cute Doxie named Denny pulled 
in from Canoga Park, Calif. 

.. Fednesoay; Ka.thy and. Denn;r J·Jolf 
and ,thei~· ner•r.est aodition, a :7. wk. 
olo. ·('...erman s11ort-haired Pointer 
jo inea t!1e troup· 8nd ada. eo: tO. the 

On Friday, December 13, lQ74 at 
21.bout 2:00pin 0· Tom went to the eas ·· 
station ·to w • .,it ·on· Rome· customers.· 
They- b.e.CI. -.:JarJre<l. i:n the· ros:d :?.nd· 
wan·eo i!l to t'1e st!'tion •. As Tom: 

. fun and coi1fusion. . . . 

TtJa s approaching t~1e station, the 
one who.stayecl. in the car .drove it 
away. This 'surprised Tom but he 
went on into the station. lThen he 
~'"Ot into the station srid behind the 
'counter;·· they pulleo. a' e:un and told 
him it ~;as a.: stick-up. · P.fter 
msking him unlocl< the ce sh ree:ister 
they t~ed and. gsgg.ed.him .and put 
him in the.·back room, taking th~. 
money from the cash re.P"1ster and 
wallet. Jl!othi~ else w~s t:'lJren. 

Of col..1rse, rlike ~nd: Katha and 
t'.ieir two, Brie:n :an0' Iori.; are. 
here at. t'.l.eir second. home. so \t<he 
old cott21.ce is jumpinE:: for joy 
with such a spec iel ::rou:_:l. . 

The weat'1er ·has been io.e2.l.. All 
have enjoyea. swinning arid bos.:t ing. 
The lrids sr1ould be waterlo<>-~ed but 
s re ·just happy end tRnned .... ·Old · 
s.c0ue.intences have been renewed. 
T·Je ~menased to keep all fed: ·and 
many good. ::a.mes of S.amba., Gin, 
<?.nd. Pinoc"lle have kept us;-up till 
all hours. 

As soon al' the·y left; Tom ~r2.s In cru~e anyone saw _a insss of 
able to.-f.ree himself and call the black smok~ coining from ·our cottage 
Sheriff 1 s,De_pt. and they were. #51,.-I T'i'asn 1 t trying to get rid of 
ap:prehendeg. .in ECl.T-tarcrsburg .about· my comp&.ny. . .. 
40 minutes later. · Two were 16 yeA.r, In. mai<::inP:: some home remedy· cough 
olcl.s ane the· O"thPr was· 19. · The 16 syrup (honey_,. lemon ,juice, ,<?.nd 
year olc1s are now in a State De- ~r"lisky), I burned a pot of "loney · 
tention Farm and the 19 year old that had. su:::areo. After cle?.ring 
1'18.S Sentenceo. to 6-15 years in aT'l"ay t"le "1TTOke, clea·ntng the . 
Jacl~son ·S.tat.e Prison •. : stove, discard in!: the· pan s.nd 

Betty Griffith 
(I'll? s. Tom I ,s r.arage} 

Lake Hews 

m?ving some new syrup, I 1 m.not 
really sure if it is 1110rking as 
f8st as J'atha is taking it. 

* * 
June is an important moni;11. at 

the "l:uhert T·TeBver ·cottage .1383. 
·-l:ubert 1 s ·birthday ·1,ras celebrated 

# 48 has been jumping ~Jith on the 7th, his 75th.· · J.t:tendillf: 
people End activity. For t'1e past t11e event ws.s '-lubert, ,Tr. and 
two weeks, l}randpa. Ebeling ha.s Joan "'nd their .f21mily of Tim; 
he.d Jea"n.11e, :ulyson, and Dew2yne . ]•Taney, ,Ton .?nd . Jeff, . from Sou.:th 
Heaver -ana: Tony arid ·Jill B:ammes Bend; Ron snd l"aurine s.nd daughter 
fishin;;; ~rimmin:·::, sittinr;- out the Jen."life;" from Oshkosh, T.Jis.; Larry 
rains ana. enjoying .visits· 8t "The · and Fina and t'leir 2 boys T'iatthew 
lake". '"bf course, some fish ~;ere and Jeel from r.ethbridtre, Alberta, 
eaten and. Dewayne even cawr'J.t a Canada; Patrici8 e.nd ·Jim Shearman 
rail).bo~r •. "Nommy: I've a fish, but :mo. dau:hter Teri from Niles. 
it l'ron't come inl" was 1·,is excited 
cry. There is always somet"lins at 
Birch J.E.1re. 

-!:-

Hell, summer ano. the. p:ang 
arrived almost simulteneously ~t 
Fachalleck 1 s cottage 51. 

'Grammie' Ellen HcDowell, 
Arline's mom arrived by bus from 
Florida ,Tune 6th a.fter a men 1 s 
vacation with her d:=m::;:hter Evelyn 
and f..,mily at Iakel~md and. gr::md
son SteYe H::,cha.lleck :md fa.mily 
s.t Sarasota. 89 ye8.rs youn:, ~!om 

Ierry ana. ''ina and the boys are 
at Birch for the month of June. 
~1e hoys are disappointed about the 
fire~rorl<s. Ie.rry is on the faculty 
of t 11e University of Lethbrio.ge 
and is on a sabbatical leave, 

Jubert &.no. C8rolyn celebrated 
t'1eir 55th ~-1ecding armiversery qn 
the 19th. There ~;ere entertained 
'l'Tith a.inner at 100 Center, !:ish. 

* 

is busy ~rimming and pickins up Small cl11ldren feel more at 
shells every day and has taken over home tdth animA.+s than r'lith adults 
the dishwas11i!l.S e.uties of the for t'1e simnle reaso-n that pets 
house1.1old which multiplied. rR:nio.ly never criticize. 



BIRCH LP.KE i'ND THE UNDERGROUND· RAILROP,D 

One of the principal 5reivances of the Southern.Slave Owners before·the 
Civil War was the Underground Railroad. -. . 

Cuakers from Pennsylvania came into Michigan and purchased sections 
of land around Birch Lake and Calvin Center. When the runaway slaves 
from the South were- carried by the Vnd_erground into lv;i<:higan, a farm 
was given to them and many families have retained this land to the present 
day. The Underground Railway was a r_oute over which the colored men 
and their families we:;-e carried on horseback or by wagon, after night from 
one station to anoth-er. "I:hese stations were usually about twenty miles 
apart. Two principal routes were used, one coming up from Cincinnati 
through Indiana and the other from St. Louis through Illinpis. These two 
routesconverged just east of Cassopolis at the home of Stephen Bogue. 
A-monument noVO' marks this spot on Route V-60; this.was the Michigan 

·terminal of the Underground Railroad.· Bogue and Josiah Osborne were 
the principal operators and the most important men in this undertaking; 

Osborne was located on the farm that was · known as Hilrings Lake
land Gardens·. He operated a nursery here as far back ·as 1850, furnishing 
shade and fruit trees for the surrounding country. 

In 1847, slave owners from Bourbon County, Kentucky organized an 
expedition to come to Michigan to recover some of their run-away· slaves. 
They arrived in the month of E:ugust and camped near Shavehead Lake.· 
They knew exactly where the run-aways were living as they had s-ent a -
spy up the previous winter. The spy had made maps and reported their 
location to the slave owners. · 

The Kentuckians captured sever_al men, women, and a baby living on 
the Odell farm. The alarm spread and from all over the Birch Lake area 
angry farmers gathered, armed with guns, scythes and clubs. The 
Kentuckians were stopped and surrounded at the Osborne Farm (Lake-· 
land Gardens). Their wagons were overturned and later dumped into 
Birch Lak~. 

The colored people were again free and the slave owners left to return 
to their homes the best way they could. .After returning to Kentucky, they 
wrote many threatening letters to·the· farmers around Birch Lake, which 
fanned the flames of the coming Civil War. 

The wagons that were dumped in Birch Lake were visible for many: years 
on the east side of the lake. Even in:recent years, reports that pieces of 
these wagons have been sighted and brought up from the soft marl bottom. 

--reprinted from July 2.7, 1968 Barker 


