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BIRCH LAKE, VANDALIA,MlCHIGAN 

Commodore 
Vice-Commodore 
Secretary 
Treasurer. 
Reet Captain 

Trustees . 

J.oe O'Brien 1'77 
Bill Hayden 300 
Shiiley .Ross 101 
Ginny Spratt · 266 
Bill Carpenter 12 

Dick Cowen 308 
Te'rry Montague 1 
Bob Ross 101 

Directors 
SOUTH SIDE 

Don Erhardt 27 
Fran!dlorvath 34 
Chuck. Stevens 4-~A 
Viiginia Gard 99 

EAST.SIDE 
Budi.ovejoy 102 
Dave Olson 126 
HarryPrice 136 
Bill Humphrey 146 
Mort Hunt - l00-8 

NORTH SIDE 
Bud Zesinger 268 

WESTSIDE 
Joe Caenepee1310 
Bob Axelberg 355 
Herm Kruggel 388 

Aucust 30, 1975 
L"lbor Dety vTeekend 

"Hope it flll fits." 

"June wilJ. be hcr-3 before you 
know it!" 

It's not ,,_ifficult to ~ny 1 th-;nk you' nost sincerely nn<1 with 
c:rcnt fcolin::: to r-, fino r;rouiJ of 13 Directors, 3 Trustees, 4 Officers, 
r:oro th"ln 25 c1ecl.ic~.tod wnrl,ors "!Yl•:', tl'lc entire con,-,unity nf Birch 
k.ke. l•Jh2t is difficu1t is not beinp nblc to nflne t;J;,Ch of you in 
this .article nt this tir.e o.s I lo'lve the quclrteri1.eck. 

This yenr hn s been p0 rt icul?trly rowetrr' i!lf" for ro. Perhc,ps I 
nisse•c n bit of fishinc: nn" skiinc but woi'kinr: with you nll hns nnde 
ny tern f-'S Connodoro '1 venr I'll trc.~sure. 

Sin:::;linc out a few for S:PGCi:J.l praise is proper-however. To 
Judy Olson, Shi~ley 'lnd Bob Ross I nust tip ny hat. Never hos n 
Connoilore hort such nble, willinr: ond i1.e0.ic'lten. support. No Connon.ore 
should be without ."\ trio like these. All Birch'L"lkers join ne in 
expressinc our crntiturle to our retirinp: editor, Judy, and to the 
hardest workinN couple, the Rosses. 

Now I solicit your support nnd cooperation for our new Connodore, 
Bill Jbyden. 1976 pronises to be C\ f"lnt.':lstic yenr; we'll h'tve o. 
e;re'lt opportunity to show our B~rch L'lke spirit and :::olio.nrity under 
Bill's capable le'tdership. 

So lone for awhile; it has been fun, ro<1.l.ly. Th::ml{S acnin. 

Election of 1976 BLYC Officers 
f•t the annual Birch Iake Dinner 

the election of officers was held. 
The noninc,tin"" connittee chc,.irer1. 
by Buo. Lovejoy pre:::entec'! Bill 
Hay<'len for CoronoA.ore, Ginny Sprc,tt 

Joe O'Brien 

for tre<'surer "',nd Shirley Ross . 
for secreto.ry. The noninees were 
":1Ccepte<' "nil e1ectei1 un'lnimously. 
The nosi tion of vice-connoi1.ore .-rill 
be fillei1 nt the Sprine; Dinner. 



SERVICE OIL C 0. 

604 Water St. 
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031 

distributor of Sunoco products for Cass Co. 
heating oil · · · 

LOCHMANDY BUICK SALES, INC. 
Buick Opel 

Service is our Business 

426 No. Main Elkhart, Ind. (219)523-3188 

WAYSIDE BEAUTY SALON 
Sears Street 476-2276 

open 9 to 4 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Paula Seager, beautician 

K TAP ROOM 
Vandalia, Michigan 

open seven days a week 
5 pm toll pm 

GOOD FOOD COCKTAILS 

SPORTSMEN'S CENTER OF VANDALIA 
Virginia & Richard DeLong · 476-9610 

License Fishing Tackle 
Ammunition Live Bait 

Mon thru Thurs - - - Sam to 8pm 
Fri and Sat - - - Sam to 9pm 
Sunday - - - 4am to 6pm 

118 EAST FIRST STREET-MISHAWAKA,INDIANA46544 
219/255-3722 

Presto Print 
Business Forms & Systems Wedding Invitation 
Envelopes & Letterheads Road Maps to Lak< 

If you need help- -Call Tom at 476-2272 
TOM'S GARAGE AND WELDING 

Williamsville open 7 days a week 

gasoline LP gas 
motor oil fuel oil 
cigarettes pop 
candy ice cream 
bread milk 
free delivery to fill 55 gal. 

~ 
~ 

gas barrels 

HARTRANFT CHEVROLET, INC. 

201 East State Street 
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031 

COUNTRYSIDE BEAUTY SHOP 
Pat Swiatkowski, 

Bair Lake 
9am to 5pm 

244-5186 

operator 
on old M-60 

closed Monday 

RESIDENTIAL SPEED LIMIT IS 25 mph 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Cass County Sheriff - - - 445-2481 
Fire & Ambulance 

Newberg-Porter - - - 244-5235 
Fire (Vandalia) - - - 476-2440 
Hospital (Three Rivers) - - - 287-1145 
Mich. State Police - - -120-483-7611 

Diamond Lake Baptist Church 
Decatur Road 
Cassopolis 445-2591 

St. Ann's Social HaLll. 
421 N. Broadway 445-2248 
Cassopolis Rectory 445-3140 

First Church of God 
Spencer Road 
Cassopolis 445-8500 

Porter Baptist Church 
5 mi. So. of Jones on Rte. 40 
Constantine 435-7493 

LOCAL CHURCHES 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
W. State Street 
Cassopolis 445-3950 

United Presbyterian Church of Cass. 
E. State Street 
Cassopolis 445-2664 

Cassopolis United Methodist Church 
South Rowland 
Cassopoli·s 445-3107 

Union Protestant Church 
R.F.D.2 
Cassopolis 445-2066 



Dye Tcstin Pro4ect Alnost 
Cor:mleted 

Voluntary test'ers of. Birch 
L'>k~ properties hrwe been pro-. 
<'1.uclnt;: sone encour." . .c-in"' renort s 
l>[:;nin the continued-cooper8ti0n. 
r-md enthusinsr: of o~mers hC:ve 
been sincerely nppreci:-:ted, 

Tests corpleted nnd reported~l08 
Tests cor:pleted but not reported 

c.s yet------39 
Roues contacted but. owners not 

ot hor:e-----21 
Hones still to be contccted---42 
Refusnls-----------------------1 
Nul"'ber of roporteil le:-:kn'"es----0 

County Honlth Dept. Report Presented 

On TuesA_...,,y, Au('. 26 Mr. Keith 
Harrison f"'l.VC n prelininary report 
on the. Co. Benlth De:Pt. 1 s Sanitary 
and 1·!3ter r;;u.Rlity survey. This 
survey c·Jn<'1.ucteCI. on 32 c,-, ss County 
l<:.kes this sunrer included b?.cter
iolor;ic?.l :::md "letercent testinf1' as 
well ns studi.es c:s to the extent 
of la.ke pollution. .~ slide c1eMon
strRtion of infra-red photo~raphs 
ncco,.,.pnnier'l. the report. The photos 
of county recrentionnl and well
populnte<". l'11<'es were t"l'ken fran a 
heir:ht Qf 5500 feet. Ken Troyer 
and Joe O'Brien ::cttcnden this 
neetin~. 

l:lith one r:ore 1>reekend to r·o the 
project will be cor:pleted as ··fiJ:L'l.l The report shows· thnt nost cll 
contrwts o.re r:ade. The results · Co.s" Co. l~kes were well within . 
so fnr obviously nrc very welcone. ~':l'llity st'?nrl .. 'J.ril.s set by the St8.te. 

lrch L:-:ke studies o.ll turned out 

FOR SALE: 

1974 Plyoouth Gold Duster, 1l-l 
condition; .an buyinc cnr:per 
j'[ith no· trad-in; will consider 
)2600; co.ll Jo Murphy, C'1r:p 
Tnnnadoonah, 476-2177 

1973 Sears J~ hp air-cooled out-
bonrd notor 476-2780 

to be ::;ood. 1:!e shouB. be especially 
ple,.,.sed with t".e fine results of 
our r:lissolved oxyl"en tests which 
ind ic:Jteo, ir\e"l concH t ions for 

· !:OOcl. pan. fish in::;. 

l<Jc will obtn in the fin:'il pub.:. 
lished report in two weeks tine. 
He will he Dble to col"lpnre our 
w7"1tor <IUnlity TN'i th all other nren 
lnkes .• 

Fbrrison allo1•rerl_ thnt '!'-his wns 
FREE--people and 1-v;:ter lo>rinr- do~. '1 bns0 line study and thnt is rmst 

He is short-hrtired, has hr1d ' be followed up ench yenr with 
disteoper and rabies shots; is siril11r sturties. He actded thc.t 
8 nos old; nostly labrador Self-Help Projects con~ucted by 
retriever. .Woulc'l. be excellent L"1ke Associations continue to uro
huntinc, .~:uo.rd or. fnr:ily c'l.ol", vide this required follow up • · 
Cnll 476-9352 (#24) or South indepenrtent of the Dept. of Heo.l th, 
Bend 219-287-9032. 

- - -HILLTOP-LAUl!DRY-t,frD-Cl',RT.TASH-
US 12 Enst of Union 

!1on to Fri. 7::tn to lOnn 
S'1turc1.ay 7nl"' to 6pn -
Sun4.ay 8ao to 4pr. (r-1ich. t inc) 
____ l:2_undry closoc1 holir1,-,vs · - - - - - - - - ...::.-· ... - -

FOR RENT: 2 bedroon cottoP;e, ;¥1.50 
for rent fron Oct. to M":!y. Rant 
very rensonnble. Cottof1'e hns 
p~one. If interested, call Jin 
Bender, 476-2668 or 219-264-
3859. 

FOR SALE: fresh vezetobles at the· 
Hnin farr. in \!Uliar.sville-
st!".y on l\l'c.lnut, continue on 
~rnvel road, richt and first 

~ _hQu~o_on ~i~"h!. ____ 476:2441 . 

LAKE NEVTS 

Heekend ,o-uests nt Huston's #60 
f,TTN: BIRCB: LAKE PROPERTY OHl!.t!.'RS 

SOUTH BE}!D TREE CONP,~NY 
16655 Gerald _Street 

Gran~er, Ind. 219-272-2774 

I'lichinna' s nost nro,...rossive 
tree experts is exp;nc>in:: service 
to Cass Co. property owners-
schedule work durin~ the off~ 
season and ~et· special winter rate 

Call or write for free cstil"lote 
on1 advice--fully license<"_ and 
insureo .• · 

1-re speci:::.lizc in top quc.lity 
_ service at reasonable r":!tes 
--------------~-

. nnr1 Ferrus #53 wns Pee: and Russell 
Dinick ~nd their 3 dnuchters fran 
Ccdnrbur;;:-, 11isc. Betty, Spud, 
Str>re :mr'! Sus.<:tn Huston fron South 
Bene. 2.nc1 rCJJ.ke ""nr', ShA.ron (l'J:uston) 
Dir:ick fran Bowline Green, Ohio. 

The Di'1icks nre Mike's parents 
nna. Shnron' s in-18WS. 

It was their first tine at Birch 
L"1ke o.nc1 thoy re:J.lly enjoye<'1 al1 
the acti.vi ty, STN'irninc, bontinp.:, 
skiin:, nnd fishinP:. They all 
r:rreer'!. "what a beautiful, clenr 
lnke". 

They brou~ht severol kinGs of 
cheeses, .tenilerloin stenks ana. 
"brnts" fran 1-hsc, Our chef, 

cant d. 



Russell prop~re~' stonk on tho HeoJ.::r-m'" PUeStR of the Rny 
.::;rill, sto:"!nefl. S"t-leet corn, . :--.nn. Per. Klnpprmfs 1-rere, .. ECl & Helen Klappnuf 
fixecl. b8keCl potatoes ~nr S':lad fror·. Pnlos Park, ill. It was their 
for 13 os us on S[',t. ni;;ht. Fe[: first visit and. they enjoyec't our 
cooker' the br:::ts for lunch in boerbenutiful Birch L'.Cke c.nd plan to 
futter :o-nfl onion. Q.uito n trent. cone :"'""rtin. 

Our ~"OOd neirhbors, .irlinc ::m:l Bill & T-!o.xine Curtis celebrrtted 
Katho I1QchaJ.lock contributed o their 35th A .. "YJilivorsary Sunday with 
pickled :1arrot relish which wn9 neirchbors ·ana f'"lnily. All had a 
delicious 1•Yi th our stool' Clinnor r-ood ti;;e. · 
,.,n,l. everyone wanted. tho rGci.pe. .. ;, bi.c- weekcna. is coninrc up at 

Sund-':\y, we ontort"'.inei\ oll nt the Kl::-pp.auf' s. l;ll the n:rand-
Incz' s #53. 1V"Q> ha<1. n turkey chil!9.ren ::;re con in!: ani\ their 
dinner, wntci'T:'.elon fruit boflt "nd r.onPiie' s nnfl D'1fl.fiy' s,too. Granp 
b~l<er, zucchini. The Dir.ick' s & Gmnny' s house will be junpinP:. 
want to cone bo.ck soon. · 

Tell Ernie ::1nc1 ·J~ne NnP:y .we 
coulrln 1t wnit for his zucchini 
squash, ours crme fron the co.r<'.en 
of r~ikE: 8.nfl. Sharon. nn/1. Betty and 
Spud. Ernie will know whnt vre 
ne.8n. 

Con~ratulntions to Betty nni1. 
Spun. Huston on their 25th 11Iei1.dinC 
:.nnicersrJry. Hrs. Jessie Huston 
nother of S;)ud ::md his :,unt Inez 
surprised ther. on August 19th by . 
prep.nrinr.:- Cl.inner at their hone in 
Swanson Hi~hlnnds in So. Benfl. 

* 

* 
K".ren Curtis· is hnviil!" ::-, birth

f.l::y on Sept. 11. She will be 12. 
vJe nll with you n very hnppy Cl."'y. 

The Gnnp: 

* * 
r1rs. CkteCI.tke, #318 enjoyei1. the 

7isit of her son, l•.f-:1lter (Bud), w:.fs, 
Pflt, cmr' th<"ir 3 sons, Don...,l4yrs, 
Do.n-10 yrs, nnfl little cTohn who 
will be 5 years this Oct. 3. Gr'Cmd·
nn sure enjoye~ their visit which 
encl.er1 Thurs-'tny nftcrnoon. The 

The newlywe,1s Knren (Bern<JCi"k) boys (nll 3) s:c ic'\ their e;oofll;>yes 
nnd Eflrl 1-.f,'cher nft0r 'C honor.oon endin~ with "Gr"'.nf.l.no n<:Jxt sunner 
in Bcrnu<b visited Gran 3<?r:DTCi~k we ~riJ.l visit you in Floridn." 
lrcst 1rreek end. God bless then. 

Ken Berno.cink enCl,ed his v:::c".- Goc1 bless ".ll of you, too! 
tion here on Birch lc'lke erith 
regrets h.'Cvinp- to lenve the L'Jke 
r:nct easy livin£'. 

* * * 

* * 

Thnnk you Joe O'Brien for 
n. r-ood job o.s Conr·odore. '·'e 
the ne"t-r ConnoClore Goon. Iucl<:. 

A notice in n u. of Colorndo 
cr-.npus cnfetrrin st-'ltec1: '"Shoes 
"tre rcquirrd to eat in the C:1fe-

r1oin'i"tcrin." . 
wish Soneono wrote b-?low: "Socks 

East Siite ResiCJ.ent 

* * * 
Cr.rln Je'1n Yl"PP".Uf 1•rill 

celeor::-te her birthn.ny r;t Grn:nny 
on•J Gr2np 1 s Sun'"y. She wiJ.l be 
3 years olCI.. i•Te ::11 with her n. 
hnp:py birthdny. 

Gr:cnps & Gr">YY Kl"pp.:-luf, 
Uncle Ed, Auntie Krtthy, Lisf:l., 
Holly, c.lso Dftd, Nor:~ie nnf.l 
brother Brinn. 

* * * 

cnn e:::t 1tJho?rever they wnnt. " 

* * * 

EDITOR~"S CORNER 

The senson's over nnd the re
lnxinp- days of sunner nre over. 
Now it's tir.e to live by the clock 
;::nid c~lend.....,r [l, ....... ~in. 

Doinp: the :&irker these p::tst two 
ye:"rs hns been quite ·enjoyflble, I 1:ve 
net lots of people, learned the 
news first hnnd, anfl kept up on 811 
~ossip! I 1o W'lnt to thnnk the 
'if I:nterr>stec1 Birch L">ker" for con-

1-le h2.ve n ne1rr teen-nr-er, Steve tributions, Lynne Schr1nr for her 
Curtis who will be 13 on :>up:. 30. dr"!win~"s, MOM. "!nd c1nd--l!Ddine & John 
<Ie nll with hin a very h'lppy -Brown-= for the use of their tcnr'1:e 
BirthCl.ay • to store the nil"!eo,..ra'Dh in, Judy 

Rny Kl"'PP·"'Ufs, Kellys, Horris,Curtis for circulotion, nnn M"ny 
Snnc1.ers, Cc:t:l Klet>;paufs, . others for their support. 
Hunts, Fenr1chs! hin8.rskis, fl. bil" thnnks roes to Connodore 
Troy;rs, Lisa, .:::rol~y, C"rl:::, Joe O'Brien for nll the work he 
& Br1rm, too, Dad !.on,. Knren, did for "11 of us. 1N'nter qwlity 
Grnndpo. & Grondr.n Curt1s nenns nore to us know that it did 

nt tho bel"inninr of the sunner. 
His sever;l neetincs with the Hen+th 
Dept. hnve nnre then nnd us nwnre 

· .. · · · contd. 



HISTORY OF 1·TILLIAT1SVILLE 

tfuny of us co:1e to Bi.rch Lske throu.c-h 1-hllinnsville or use Tor:' s 
G0rnp-e for vns 'l.nn extrc,s. In yec;rs pnst "L'lnky~" next door to Ton's 
was the friendly stoppin~ plnce for foon, refreshnents, ras or just 
news. 

But we'd like to turn brtcll: the pf'res of history just o few yenrs 
and five you o e:lir:pse of 1Hlli'lnsville 100 yenrs "f!O. Hhere Mrs. 
Breece lives wos n lar,r:-e 2 story brick buildin_c:, The llillion T-10rritt 
Store. This store hns ch::one:efl. hann.s nony tines since it WlS first 
established bnck os fnr as 1860 by Josinh >Jilli::Jrs, the rentlencm who 
l:tid out the vill'1rre in rfurch 1848 thn.t 'bears his Ik'lt'le. Sone of these 
people are 1villinn Nerritt, 1ifn. Merritt, Jr., J. Fre0. Merritt, r-Tilo 
Merritt, Oscr.:tr Loupee, Tor. 11TJ.1ite, Albert Snyder, Hyton Jones nn<l. G.1·J. 
"L.'lr.lry" Breece. 

The c-enernl store h:-1s plnyefl o. Yery inportnnt p8rt in the history 
of this cor,·mnity. It wns the center of r.:tll business tr,-,ns<:tctions 
in the enrly fl.oys. Pf\rt of the ti"!e it housei'l the post of:fice r.:tnd 
nost of the tine it hnd the only telephone in the vicinity. 

The enrliest recorr,s in this to~mshi.p nre the entries for l<mfl in 
1829 by John 1·Jhite (who wns urob.'J.blv the first settler in north 
Porter), John Eccst nn\1 Nathan 1·Jilli~ns. l\.t this t i"le, Josinh vJillinf'.s 
built the ,<'"re:tt nill just south of the nrtin streets of f·hin nnd r1ill 
ond it wos opeF,ter'l by vi. H. Canp. The old nill by the creek has 
C~lso pl2yecl nn inporto.nt p:1rt in the history of llfil1inr.sville. Many 
s2.cks of fee0 and fl0ur hnve been r:round by the f"re"lt stone run by 
the w~ter power coninr d01•rn the f',ill rnce fron Birch L"ke -:nd the 
Hill Pond. Austin Se;:;rer wns mmer of tho r:ill in the 1940's and 
1950's. His father, Christinn So:crer, c"ne here-in 1880, bou;::ht 
the nill Rnct :::;round feed, f'~cle ci---1.er rnn. sor:::hun. 

Down on the corner of T•hin nnrl Mill in n house ownecl in the 40's 
by Nr. and T1rs. Hn. Fr"Cnklin w· s rcn Inn o:perc-ted by .o. :1an n"lned 
Austin. No n.oubt ,.,any a t-;ec-ry tr':lvGler spent th8 ni;.ht in this ·hrcven. 
Directly ncross the street W"S n ~rocE'r-y store or f"ener"'l store, r:s 
nost nll wore in those -".nys, opernte0. by Rhuben 1-Jeikle ctnCl. lnter by 
Ton Tifhite. In tho center of the block wns a telephone exchange 
instnlled by Perry Storey. There wore two physici'lns in the vill"-[e, 
o. Dr. Noore who livoc' ."\t t~1o EM corner of r1o.in Street ann. n Dr. Fort. 

Z::tcky Brown startecl a bo.rber shop in this sn"!e block an-:1 operated 
a feed store o.nd a livery in connection with the b.<:rber shop. ·Other 
ventures were o saw nill run by ;,lbert Reck anc'1 Jero:1e Cousins, a 
cr:tbinet and P"'int shop operatoc'!. by 1•.Til1 Rhinehart :end n cooporn£::e by 
Hardy NcC::llly. lcl"lil wr.s c::J.rried nt this til}e by horseback or horse 
::md c?.rt: the route runninr-- fro"l Bristol throu<rh 1•1illinnsville nn<l. 
to Vqndnlin. The cnrrier w.;s Ja"les W. E-=tst. 

There was o l!ethodist Church erected on the :NE corner of Pine 
Tree Rond intersectio~; on l;mcl. don-ntec1 by 1-Jn. R. l!erritt. Cost of 
the church wrs ~5,000. The Qunker or Friends Church was erected back 
in 1850. These people have left their inprint on the section throu~h 
those nany yc~rs. 

Now when we c:o throuch lfilliansvillc or to Ton's G"rn:::e, let's 
think n few kind thou;;hts of the poopl8 who nrcny yenrs a:_:o were p1rt 
of R thriv;j;n::; little vill"E;e on Birch Lnke. 

subr,itted by An Interested Birch Lnker 

Editor's Corner contd. 

that our wntor •-rill not· <"et bettor 
by itself--we nust help.-

Bost of luck to Bill Heyden, 
out new Con10ofl.ore. He will neon 
lots of support and lets rive it 
to hin by attendinc his first 
8Ctivity, the Sprinc Dinner. 

Have Q cood winter; see you in 
June, 1976! 

Rich people ~tss 0ne of life's 
crcntcst ple<>sures--p'lyin£: the 
l~st inst8l1~ent. 




