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Commodore Joe O'Brien . 177

Vice-Commodore  Bill Hayden 300 Iabor Day Weekend
Secretdry Shirley Ross. 101°
Treasurer . Ginny Spratt ' 266
Fleet Captain Bill Carpenter 12
Trustees l , . .
Dick Cowen, - 308 "HOPO it all fits."
Terry Montague 1
Beb Ross 101
Directors
SOUTH.SIDE _

Don Erhardt 27
Frank Horvath 34
Chuck Stevens 46A
Vugima Gard 99
EAST SIDE .

Bud Lovejoy 102
Dave Olson 126
Harry Price 136
Bill Humphrey 146
Mort Hunt . 200-8

NORTH SIDE
Bud Zesinger 268

WEST SIDE ‘
‘Joe Caenepeel 310
Bob Axelberg 355 b
Herm Kruggel 388 o

"Hurry ond get this stuff and Tt1l pull™®
you oround the loke one lost tinet™

"June will be herz before you
know it!™

It*s not difficult to sny 'thnnk you'! most sincerely ond with
creat feeling te & fine sroun of 13 Directors, 3 Trustees, 4 Officers,
nore thon 25 Aedicnted workers nnd the entire cormmunity of Birch
Irke. Thst is difficult is not beinr nble to name each of you in
this article at this time as I lenve the quarterdeck.

This yeqr hns been prrticularly recwardine for rne, DPerhaps T
rnissel o bit of flShln” an® gkiins but workins with you =11 has mnde
ny tern ﬂs Comriodore n venr I'11 tressure.

Sin~lins out a few for spcecinl praise is proper however To
Judy Olson, Shirley ~nd Bob Ross I rust tip ny hat. Never has a
Conmodore hﬁd such able, willins and dedicnted support. MNo Conmodore
should be wlthout n tric like these A11 Birch Inkers join me in
expressing our sratitude to our retlring editor, Judy, and to the
hardest workins couple, the Rosses.

__Tow I sclicit your support and cooperation for our new Comnmodore,
Bill Hayden. 1976 pronises to be a fantastic year; we'll have a
great opportunity tc show our Birch ILake spirit and solidnrity under
Billts capable lendership.

S0 1ong for awhile; it has been fun, rcally. Thanks again.

Joe O'Brien

Election of 1676 BLYC Officers

It The annual Birch lake Dinner for trecsurer nnd Shirley Ross
the election of officers was held. for secretnry. The nominees were
The noninnting cormittee chaired, accepted =nd elected unanimously.
by Bud lLovejoy presented Bill The position of vice-comrodore will
Hayden for Cormodore, Ginny Sprott be filled at the Sprine Dinmner.




SERVICE OIL CO.

604 Water St.
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

distributor of Sunoco products for Cass Co.
heating oil

118 EAST FIRST STREET ~MISHAWAKA, INDIANA 48544
218/255-3722

I Presto Print
| Business Forms & Systems Wedding Invitation
| Envelopes & Letterheads

Road Maps to Lake

LOCHMANDY BUICK SALES, INC.
Buick Opel

Service is our Business

' 426 No. Main Elkhart, Ind. (219)523-3188

WAYSIDE BEAUTY SALON
Sears Street 476-2276
open 9 to 4
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Paula Seager, beautician '

If you need help~ -Call Tom at 4762272
TOM'S GARAGE AND WELDING
Williamsville open 7 days a week

gasoline
motor oil  fuel oil
cigarettes pop
candy ice cream
bread milk

free delivery to fill 55 gal. gas barrels

LP gas

K TAP ROOM
Vandalia, Michigan

open seven days a week
5 pm to 1l pm

GOOD FOOD COCKTAILS

HARTRANFT CHEVROLET, INC.

201 East State Street
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

SPORTSMEN'S CENTER OF VANDALIA
Virginia & Richard Delong "476-9610

License
Ammunition

Fishing Tackle
Live Bait

Bt

o a-u ({1

Mon thru Thurs - - - 5am to 8pm
Friand Sat - - - 5am to 9pm
Sunday - - - 4am to 6pm

COUNTRYSIDE BEAUTY SHOP

Pat Swiatkowski, operator
Bair Lake on old M-60
9am to 5pm closed Monday

244-5186

RESIDENTIAL SPEED LIMIT IS 25 mph

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Cass County Sheriff - - - 445.2481

Fire & Ambulance

Newberg-Porter - - - 244-5235
Fire (Vandalia) - - - 476-2440
Hospital (Three Rivers) - - = 287-1145
Mich. State Police - - -120~483-7611

LOCAL CHURCHES

St. Paul Lutheran Church
W. State Street .
Cassopolis 445-3950

Diamond Lake Baptist Church
Decatur Road
Cassopolis  445-2591

United Presbyterian Church of Cass.
E, State Street
Cassopolis 44522664

St. Ann's Social Halll
421 N. Broadway 445-2248
Cassopolis Rectory 445-3140

First Church of God
Spencer Road
Cassopolis

Cassopolis United Methodist Church
South Rowland ‘ :
445-8500 ‘Cassopolis  445-3107 o
Union Protestant Church
R.F.D.2

Cassopolis

Porter Baptist Church -
5 mi. So. of Jones on Rte. 40

Constantine 435-7493 T 445.2066



Dye Testin Proiect Alrost
Lompleted ‘

Voluntary testers of Birch .
Inke properties have been pro-. .
ducing some cneourcging réports.
Aroin the continued coopcrﬂtix“..
and enthusiosr of ovmers hove
been sincerely apprecinted,

Tests
Tests

corpleted and reported;108'
corpleted but not reported .
58 yob——ee—- 29

Homes contacted but. cwners not

Homes still to be cont ched-—uli2
Refusals—mm——mom e e 1
Nurber of reported lenkareg——==0

With one rore weckend to ro the

project will be completed As fimnl
contacts are rmade, The results
so far obviously are very welcone.

FOR SALE:

1974 Piyumouth Gold Duster, A-1
condition; am buying carper
with no tra d-in; will consider

%26003 call Jo Murphy Corp
Tannadoonuh u76—2177

1973 Sears 3% hp air—cooled out~
board rotor 476~2780

FREE--people =2nd woter lovine dog.
He is short-haired, has had
distenper and rﬁbies shots; is
8 mos old' nostly labrador
retriever, Would be excellent
huntine, fuord or fanily dor.
Call 476-9352 (#24) or South
Bend 219-287~2032.

HILTTOP LAUNDEY ATD CARTASH
US 12 East of Union
Mon to Fri. 7an to 1l0pn
Saturday 7am to 6pn

Sunﬁay 8am to Mpw (Micq 1ne)

FOR BAIE:
Hain farr in Willinrmsville—— .
stay on Wélnut} continue on
cravel read, rirht and first
Youse on r1~ht

-——-ﬂ—-—-—-———.--——_-—-.

ATTHN :
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BEIRCH LAKE PROPERTY OWIERS

SOUTH BEND TREE COMPANY
16655 Gerald Strect
Granger, Ind. 219-272~2774

Hichiana's mnost prosressive
tree experts is expandin~ scrvice
to Cass Co. property ownerse-
schedule work during the off-

season and pet’ special winter rate
Call or write for free cstinnte

and dv1ce-—fu11y 1iccnsoﬁ and
1nsureﬂ

We specialize in top quality.
service at reasonnble rotes.,

tnadiE i B I I e ]

" and Ferous

- Cedarbure,
Bteve and Susan Huston fron South

County Hoqlth Dept Report Presented

on Tuesday, Aur. 26 Mr, Keith.

Herrison fave a prelinminary report
on the Co. Health Dept.'s Sanltary
and Water Tuality survey.
“survey conducted on 32 Crss County
“12kes this surmrer included bacter-

This

1ologicel and Aetersent testing as
well s studies as to the extent

of 1a¥%e pollution. 4 slide demonw
stration of infra-red photoszraphs
accompanied the report, The photos
of county recrentional and well-
populated lakes were taken fron a
heirht of 5500 feet, Ken Troyer
and Joe O!'Brien attended this
rnasting.

The report shows that most 211
Case Co. lnkes were well within
gunlity stondards sct by the State.
Bipeh Inke studiss o1l turned out
to be zood, We should be espescially
plermsed with the fine results of
cur dissolved oxysen tests which
indieated idenl conditions for

-rood pan fishing.

We will obtain the final pub-

“lished revort in two wecks tine,

e will be able to compare our
woter quality with all other area

- 1nkes.

Harrison a2llowed that this wnas
2 base line study and that is rnust
be followed up =22c¢h year with
gsimilar studies. He added that
Self~Help Projects contucted by
Ioke Associntions continue to pro-,
vide this required follow up
indeprendent cf the Dept. of Health,

FOR RENT: 2 bedrocom cottare, #150
for rent from Oct. to Mry. Eent
very rensonable., Cottrre had
nhone. If interested, call Jin
Bender, 476-2668 or 219-260-

3859,

fresh vecetatles &t thel

LAKE NEWS

Weekend puests at Huston's #60
#53 was Per ond Bussell
Dimiek and their 3 dmughters fron
Wisc, Betty, Spud,

Bend and Mike =ndl Sharon (Huston)
Dirmick fron Bowling Green, Chio.

" The Diricks are Mike's parents
2nd Shnron's in-laws.

7t was their first tine at Blrch

Lake end they really enjoyed =211
the activity, swirninge, boating,
skiin~, snd fishing. They all
arreed. "what a beautiful, clear

- 1Aake",

Thev broucht severnl kinds of
choeses tenderloin stenks and
“brnts" from Wisc, Our chef,

_ contd.



Eussell prepore? steak on the
orill, stearmed sweet corn, ~nd Per
fixed bﬂked potntoes and salad

for 13 os us on Sat, nisht, Per.

Weeken? ruests of -the Ray
Klappnufs were Ed & Helen Klappauf
frorm Pzlos Park Ti1, It was their
first visit and they enjoyed our

cooked the brats for lurich in bocrbequtiful Birch ILeke 2nd plan- to

futter 2nd onion. 9Quitec = trent,

Our rood neirhbors, Arline ani
Kathn IMachalleck contrituted o
Pickled zarrot relish which wnas
delicious with our stesnk dinner
~nd everyonc wanted the recipe.

Sunday, we entertnined nil at
Inez's #53. We had a turkey
dinner, watcrmeleon fruit boat snd
beked zucchini. The Dirmick's
want to come back soon,

Tell Ernlie ond Jone NMagy we
couldn't wnit for his zucchini .
squash, ours cane fron the rarden
of Mike =2nd Shearon.and Betty and
Spud. Ernie will know what we
resn.

Concratulotions to Betty and
Spud Huston on their 25th Weddins
smmicersary. Frs. Jessie Huston
rnother of S:-ud and his Sunt Tncz
surprised thern on Aurust 19th by
preparine Ainner at their hore in
Swanson Hirhlﬁnds in So., Bend.

-3 3 35

The newlyweds Karen {RBernacinlk)
and Esrl Wocher =2fter » honeyroon
in Bermuds visited Gram Rermrcick
1nst week end,

Ken Bermaociok ended his vocen~
tion here on Birch Inke with
regrets hoving to leﬁve the Loke
Lnd easy living.

* ¥ *

Thank you Joe O!'Brien for doing
~ood Jjob as Corrodore., e wilsh
the new Commodore Good Iucik,

East Side Resident

ﬁu

[

* * E13

Carln Jenn ¥lroppruf will
celebrete her birthday ~t Gronny
an? Grempls Sunid~y. She will be
3 years o0ld, Ve 211 with her o
hapry birthday.

Jrﬂmps & Grayy Kloppnuf,
Uncle Ed, Auntie Kathy, Lisn,
Holly, =lso Dad, Morrie and
brother Brian

% kS 3+
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We have new teen—avor, Steve
Curtis who will be 13 on jug. 30,
We 2ll with hin a very hﬂppy
Birthﬂﬂy.

Bay Klrppoufs,
Sanders, Carl Klappaufs,
Hunts, Fenrlchs VinﬂrQRis,
iroycrs Lisa, &ollv C~rla,
& Brian, too, Dad Nor, Knren,
Grandpa & Grﬁndﬁa Curtis

Kellys, H;rLis,

come nraln,

Bill & laxine Curtis celebrnated
their 35th inniversary Sunday with
neishbors and formily. All had a
gooi tire. -

A bis weekend 1s coning up at
the Xirppoauf's, 411 the grand-
children arc comning and their )
rnormmiet's and D~Ady's,too. Gramp
& Granny's house will be Jjurpine,

Karen Curtis is having o birthe
Aay on Sept. 11. She will be 12.
We nll with you 2 very hapoy day.

The Gang

2% St *

Mrs, Gaedtke, #318 enjoyed the
7isit of her son, Walter (Bud), wife,
Pat, an? their 3 sons, Don-l4yrs,
Don-10 yrs, ~nd 1little John who
will be 5 years this Oct. 3. Grand-
mn sure enjoyed their visit which
ended Thursiay aftcrnoon. . The
boys (211 3) s2id their goodbyes
endin~ with "Grondrao next surmer
ve will visit you in Florlda.

God bless therm.
God bless nll of you, too!
* %* E

L notice in o U, of Colorando
canpus cnfeteria stated: “"Shoes
are roquir@ﬁ to eat in the cafe-
terin L

80ﬁeono wrote below: "Socks
can ent wherever they want."

.
L 3 %

EDITORYS CORNER

The season's over and the re—~
lnxing danys of surner are over,

NMow it'!'s tire to live by the clock
and cnlend~r asroin,

Doings the Barker these past two
years has been quite enjoyable, I'wve-
rnet lots of people, learmed the
news first hand, 2nd kept up on 211
rosgsip! T Ao want to thonk the
*Intercsted Birch Lnker" for con-
tributions, Lynne Schaar for her
Arawincs, mom And And--Modine & John

“Brown--for the use of their sarnre

to store the nireccrorh in, Judy
Curtis for circulation, and hany
others for their -support.

4 bir thanks roes to Corrodore
Joe OfBrien for all the werk he
did for =11 of us. Water quslity
nenns nore to us know that it dié
2t the berinning of the surmer,
His severcl mcetin_s with the Health
Dert. hﬁV° rnacde therm and us aware

- contd.



HISTORY OF WILLIANMSVILLE

Many of us cone to Birch Ianke throucrh Willimrmsville or use Ton's
Gorare for gas nnd extras In yenrs past "Lankys"™ next door to Tonm's

was the friendly qtopplnn place for: fooﬁ refreshrments, pas or just
news,

But we'd like to turn back the prres of history just o few years
and give you o glimpse of Willinmsville 100 yeats ~gco. VWherc Nrs.
Breece lives wos o larre 2 story brick building, The Willianm Merritt
Store. This storec has chonged hands mony times since it was first
cstablished back ns far as 1860 by Josinh Willionrs, the rentleman who
1nid out the villnse in Merch 1848 that bears his name. Some of these
people are William Merritt, Wn, Merritt, Jr., J. Fred Merritt, Hilo

Merritt, Oscqr Ioupee, Ter White Albert Snyder, Hyton Jones and G,W.
“Ionky" Bree '

The renernl storc has played a very inmportant part in the history
cf this community. It was the center of a2ll business trongactions
in the early days. Part cof the tirme it hcused the post office and
most of the time it had the only telcephone in the vicinity.

The earliest records in this township are the entries for land in
1829 by John White {who was probably the first settler in north
Porter), John East ond Nathan Wllllqms. At this time, Josiah Willianms
built the rreat nill just south of the rnnin streets of Main and Mill
and it was opernted by W.W. Camp. The o0ld mill by the creek has
alsc played an inmportent part in the histery of Willisreville. DMany
sacks of feed ané flour have becn eround by the rreat stone run by
the wnter power conine down the mill race from Birch Iake =nd the
Mill Pond. Austin Senrer was owner of the nill in the 1940's and
1950's, His father, Christian Searer, c¢~ne here in 1880, boucht
the nill and zrcound fecd, rmnade cider ~nd sorchun.

Down on the cormer of Manin and Mill in 2 house owned in the 40's
by Mr. and Mrs., Wn. Franklin wrs sn Inn overcted by 2 man naned
Lustin, Mo doubt many n weary traveler spent the nicht in this haven,
Directly across the strect wos n erocery store or rener~l store, as
nost all werc in thosoe days, operated by Rhuben Weikle ~nd later by
Tom White. In the center of the block was a telephone exchange
installed by Perry Storey. There werc twe physicians in the village,
2 Dr. Meocre who lived at the SW cormer of Moin Street and a Dr. Fort.

Zocky Brown st rted o barber shop in this same bleck and operﬂted
a feed store and a livery in connection with the barber shop. Other
ventures were o sow mill run by 4lbert Reck nnd Jerome Cousins, a
cabinet and print shep operated by Will Bhinehart =nd a ccoperage by
Hardy !McCally. Mail wos carried ot this time by horseback or horse
and cart: the route runnins fron Bristol throurh Willinnsville and
to Vandalia, The carrier was James W, East.

There was o Methodist Church erected on the NE corner of Pine
Tree Rond intersecticn on 1and dormated by Wn. R. Merritt. Cost of
the church wns 55,000. The Guaker or Friends Church was erected back
in 1850. These peorle have left their irmprint on the scction through
these nany yeors.

Now when we ¢ throurh Williamsville or to Ton's Gorarce, let's
think »n few %ind thourhts of the pcople who many years ago were part
of a thrivings 1little villoce on Birch Inke.

subrmitted by An Interested Birch Iaker

Editer's Corner contd.

that our water will nct get better

by itself--we nust help. Rich pcople niss one cf life's
Best of luck to Bill Hnyden, crentest plessures--paying the

out new Commofore. FHe will nced 1rst installrent.

lots cf support and lets give it

to hin by sttending his first

activity, the Sprincs Dinner.
Have o rood winter; see you in

June, 19?6‘





