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Issue #2 June 18, 1977 

From the Commodore: 

By way cf tho grapevine- I've heard th<>t some of the newer lake 
residents don't know where the Yacht Club is located. The building 
is on the south side of the l<>ke; at the top of the big hill, behind 
C)ttagc #41. Turn left and the road goes back to the Yacht Club. There 
is a nice now sign that identifies it. I hope th&t the weather is great 
th~s weekend so more of you can make it over to see the progress. 

Directors and officers, be sure to attend the meeting this afternoon 
at the Yacht Club. Swme important decisions need to be made. 

Collection uf dues will start this weekend. The amount will be 
decided at the Directors' meeting today. ilt the Spring Dinner, it was 
voted to indrease the dues from $12 to $15; this will be discussed and 
7vted upon. 

Barker subscriptio~s will still be $3.00, which are included in the 
:J.ues. Any beys ond i'irJ.s who want -r.c. be B<:::-ker carriers, please contact 
Julie ·eaver <Jt cottage #004. 

Judy Olso:J. 

3GHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

Today: Clean-up at the Ya~ht Club. Come one, come all; cume 
bip, come small. Let's clean up" (~brning) 

1:00 In/2:00 ;u- Directors and Officers of BLYC at the Club. 

3:00 In/4 :00 Mi - Sylvan Shores property owners at the Club. 
(See last week's Barker for det<Jils). 

June 25: Season Opener with the Dick ,,hiteman Band 
July 3: 
July: 
July: 
July: 
August 
Lugust 

!:.•i .11:2;!'10 RIAM 

Ice Cream Social, Julie & Doug ;Ieaver, Chaircouple. 
.. omen's Golf Outing, •• ngie :Wvejo;y-, Chainvoman 
Men's Golf Outing, Bill King & Barry Schaar, Chairmer 
i"lonte Carlo Night, Joe O'Brien, Chairmar 

7: Couples Sunfish Race, Kathy & Hike Mac halleck, Ch. 
27: Fall Dinner at Cassopolis Fairgrounds 

ltlbert Osborne - Cottage #365 

f,'OO -New - Dave & Hyra .~nthony, 1840 Kessler Blvd., South 
Bend, In 46616 Phone 234-8637 
Children: Yuke 18, Jeff 15, Sue 13 (Sue is available 

for babysitting). 

#i72 - Tormas now reside at the lake year-round. 

' ·' 



Outboards 

Between Long a.."l6. Baldwin Lakes 
£voni~~s ~ +o a pm (IN Time) 
Sat" ~d S~YJ." 9 to 5 

BOATS IO's 

PONTOONS MOTORS 

1 

I 

For Your 
.i\MWAY PRODU:::TS 

Louise Rieth 
476-2174 
Evening!!! 

:::ou~TRYSIDE BEAUTY SHOP 
Pat Swiatkowski, operator 

Bair Lake on old M-60 
9am to 5pm closed Monday 

244--5186 
-------------------------r--~~~--~-~-----------~ 

i 18 EAST fiRST STREET -M~SHAWAKA, !NO~ANA 46544 

2'l9/255o3722 

Presto Print 

B · - '· S••stems W Pdding Invitation us:tnessl:'ormsc.: _v - -

Envelopes & Letterheads Road Maps to Lake, 

"ERVICF~ OIL CO .. 
604 'Xater St. 

O.istributor of Sunooo products for 
Cass Co@ 

W?.YSIDE BEAtJTY SAION 

Sears Street 
open 9 to 4 

476-2276 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Pau1 a Seager, beautician 

Vandalia 
Sportsmen's ~..:! 

Center 
Michigan Hunting & Fishing 
License, fjshing Tackle & Live 
Bait, Ammunition & Hunting 
Wear, Boots & Footwear. 
Tourist Information, Lake Maps & 
Fishing Tips & Information. 

Welcome to: 
Sportsmen's Center 
M-60 Wes1 in City 

Vmndm!im, Mich. 49095 
PlloThe (616)4i6-%10 

");; 
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HILLTOP LAT.JJ:IDRY & 1ltYC1EANING 
Coin-op Car ·?"·ash 

I.ocated on Highway 12 1 l/2 mile 
east of Union. 
Open 9-6 Indiana 

Closed on 

0 

7 days 
holidays 

a week 

8EL TS PURSES 

HANGING POTS 

WALL HANGINGS 

OTHER NOVEUT!ES 

LOTS o· KNOTS 

Darlene Troyer 
R-1 Birch Lake 
Vandalia, Ml (616) 476-2639 

TOM'S GAil.AGE A:ND ''o'ELDING 
I! you need help, call Tom at 476-2272' 

open 7 days a week 
Williamsville 

gasoline 
motor oil 

LP gas 
fuel oil 

cigarettes pop 
candy ice cream 
bread :nilk 
free delivery tc fill 55gl. gas barrel. 

BDCH L~~E YACHT CLVB · 
1977 

officers 

co~nr:toflore:--Judy Olson 

secret8ry--~nirley Ross 
tre2surer--Jinny 3-,ratt 

fleet e:?.pt2in--C-eor.r::e Vars2 
3irch Earker--Phyl D~vis 

.3-ue lic"-r.; rG 
Doris Sante 
Julie I·leave.r 

buildin~ co~~ittee-­

Dick ':I:'1iteman 
J~Jl ie. :·,7ea·ver 
BolJ Te,.,ple 

1"'"n":e:r co;:::.rcl-- K~n Troyer 
Joe ce3rien 

Jr,. Yc:c~,t Cl,:b--Sally Everett 
:>arb Lesin~er 

3chaCJr 
Trudy Claro 
Bev Krut;.c;el 

-1 . 
I"'' 

directors 

.:tl2 l·1ildred Carpenter: 000-0 to 12 
itl9 Sob 'lartin: 13 to 23 
r134 .:.~rank F...orvath: 24 to 39 
#42 Kay Greenig-Julie ,;eaver: 40 to 54 

#46A Chuck Stevens: 56 to 76 
#96 Roy ~onderson: 84 to 102 

#120 Sue Dufour: 106 to 122 
#124 Clem Haines: 124 to 137 
#138 Leo Zelasko: 138 to 170 
4'181 Darler.e Trover: 172 to 200,201 
'f'll[-8 Sonya \iirick: 1 to 26 (hill) 
!1'2.32 Gertie remple: 200 to 200-8, 205 to 232 
.-11268 Barb Zesinger: 235 to 272 
·1298 Loretta Drolet: 288 to 301 
4309 Sa Everett: 302 to 313 
#322 Phyllis Davis: 314 to 329 
.#350 Linda Carey: 330 to 371 
#382 Dennis 'tudor: 3 75 to 400A 



Cardio Pulmonary R8suscitation (CPR) Class 

If interested, ple~se notify Darlene 
Troyer, #181, 476-2639. Need 15 for a 
class to be conducted by the Red Cross. 
There would be a fee for the book; more 
information later. 

SAILING: 

i~TICE: 

11 turquoise speedboat with a white 
top was observed by several people 
deliberately hitting orie of the sail­
ing buoys many times. These buoys are 
expensive ! The boat will be reported 
if there is a recurrence. 

A meeting of Sunfish sailors and the committe.e was held .after the races. It 
was agreed to continue having the startin~ time at 10:00 In/11:00 Michigan time. 

The nmaber of races has been. changed from two races on ten Sundays to two 
ranes on twelve Sundays, the last. Sunday being ,\ugust 28th. To qualify for a trophy 
sixteen starts are needed. 

The two class systems will be continued. 
The location of buoys was approved by the majority, with a longer start line 

and a shorter-finish. 
G •••• Varga, Fleet Captain 

SUNFISH SAILING RESULTS FROi'1 JUNE lith 
CLi1SS ;rl 

17 Years and Under 

.C:.;ve ::.Ovejoy 
K. Kruggel 
Dick Carpen"•er 
R. :ihiteman 
S, Vicsik 
IL Vicsik 

!c CElEBRITY ll~ OUR MIDST: 

TOTAL 
3226 
30~2 
290B 
2758 
261? 

.211.70 

H. Haines 

CLiiSS #2 
Over 17 

B. Carpenter 
L. Zelasko 
D. Olson 
G. Varga III 
J. 0 1Brien 

1DT1\L 
3l41 
?989 
2985 
2760 
2685 
247() 

Bill King of Cotta~e #263 was named to tl':e Ball State University f,thletic 
l'coll of Fame. Bill was acting captain of the 1948 and 1949 teams, who had a 
::.'; fame winninf streak. He was the squad 1s Jlbst Valuable Player both in 1947 ac:d 
'.1 1948. Congratulations, Bill! 

cl)VING s:,IE: 14 1 ( '74) Rinker built boat with Johnson 40 hp engine with 20 hours 
and Sterling trailer. 

8t Pool table 
G. E. Dishwasher 
Magic Chef Ceramic top automatic-clean oven range, 2 years old 
Ford tractor with blade and chopper, hydraulic 

Call 476-2202 

.:. .kLCH BLRKER NE .• S: Turn in by Monday evening for the next paper. Collection 
points: Davis #322, Howard 24", Olson #126 and deaver #4A. 
Next W8ek 1s typist: Phyl Davis 

LET US HEieR YOUR NE'.1S J\ND VIE'1iS • 

<>~J) ?LSHIO!JED ICE CREhM SOCIAL, JULY 3: If you lost last week 1s Barker and didJC .. ,_ 
g;c·~ a chance to turn in the coupon for your donation, there's another one this 
''TG8k! Donations of pies and cakes are needed. Doug & Julie ,Jeaver are chairpe::-2c~s. 
P ;_ease fill cu'v the coupon below and give it to Julie at #4A or a Barker staff ;:e:c2on. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

------------ ---· 
__ COTTAGE # __ _ I"llO!IlE ------

I :ILL DONATE 

THE DICK w'HITEl1iJJ COHBO 

476-2792 

Creators of 
Fine Danceable Husic 

R. R. l, Bo~ 186-Ll 
Birch Lake 

Vandalia, Michigan 

PlEASE 
drive slowly 

Since there are no sidewalks here at 
the lake, children use the roads for 
bicycles, tricycles, skateboards, etc, 
Please drive carefully, and watch for 
children and animals, 



HISTORY OF BIRCH L~KE 

Millions of years in the past, the region where Birch Lake now lies was deep 
under a tropical sea. ;,fter the sea receded the land which emerr<ed w~s the home 

.. c•.f the reptilian and mammal age. Some 2500 years ago, great sheets of ice, a 
mile in thickness, swept down from the northeast, plowing and gouging the surface 
of the land. 

Probably primitive man lived here before the ice came. He may have been the 
Folsom man, as Folsom points believed to be spearheads have been picked up in Cass 
County. Shortly after the ice left, man came again, the forefathers of the Indians. 

The first Indians in this section found by the early French explorers were 
Miamis. Through a war council treaty, the Miami Indians, who were not a warlike 
·tribe, were replaced by the Chippewas, Potawatomies, and Ottowas, who with the ex­
ception of occasional wars, lived in relative peace. 

The area around Birch Lake was held by the Potawatomie Indians who were headed 
b;r Bi? Chief Poka?on and Under-Chiefs .'eesaw and Shavehead. \Vhile Pokagon was a 
very brilliant man, making friends of the white man and accepting the white man's 
ways ~nd teachin?s, Shavehead was the opposite. He was a large man for an Indian, 
very ugly and very mean. He gained his name by keeping his head shaved, which did 
nothing to improve his appearance. Shavehead's winter quarters was around Shavehead 
Lake and in the summer he mi~ated to what is now ~Dttville, where there was a ford 
a~ross the St. Joseph River. This ford was on the Sauk Trail, which is now modern 
U S. 12. Shave head would camp at the ford and extract a fee from the white settler.? 
for use of the crossing. It is reported that he discontinued this practice only 
1fter a young burly settler had taken his ox whip and thrashed Shavehead within an 
i_nch of his life. 

Shavehead was responsible for the deaths of many white settlers. He would 
~mise to secure game for the white man, but no one returned from the hunting 
··os but Chief Shavehead. Strangely enough, he met his death the same way. He 

wa2 at The Trading Post, which is now Cassopolis, drunk and bragging about his 
0' · ticipation in the Fort Dearborn massacre. Shavehead was overheard by a young 
·.,;·pper who had lost his wife and child in the debachery. The young trapper was 
tr>cn living on the Island in Diamond Lake. He asked Shavehead to go home with him. 
r shot was heard, and Chief Shavehead was never seen again. 

. The Indians under Chief .. eesaw, whose winter quarters were in the vicinit;· Jf 
hcwton•s ',Joods, joined Chief Sh~vehead's band in the early spring ~round Birch 2<;,,, 
· .. rher~ they bathed in the lake and drank of. its water, claiming the water had grea·~ 
' ·al:m~ power. It is recorded that Chief Pokagon, who was ill, made the journ<ey 
.. :1m h:~.s hollYO near Summerville for this purpose. 

, Settlement in Cass County was very slow; in 1840 the population was only 
''·.,710. Early settlers around Birc'h were the Harveys, Merritts and 0 1Dells. 

The decade previous to the Civil llar was very exciting in the Birch Lake area • 
. ~ection.s of land in South Cass County had been purchased by Quakers for the pur ;o: .. ~c 
,f_cGttinr up small farms for runaway slaves and negroes brought up throu~h the 

1·"'·'ler,•":ound railroad. Periodically ther~ would be a raid by Southern slave oo.'1lers 
:ceG:Ner their "property". 

!cs the pure, clear water of Birch Lake was known to the Indian, it was deet5.r .. e.; 
Vc be known by the whites. Before there were any cottap:es, it was a popular fis!"Jin.:;: 
an.J camping lake. The quality of fish taken from its waters was superb. The 
scenery was magnificQ!lt and, as roads became passable, cottages began to. be bui'. :_.. 
·)n its shores. One of the first if not the first, was the Smith Cottoge.* Todu;:' 
the lake has over 225 cottages with a summer population of about 700 p<:ople 
enjoying its sky-blue waters. 

----taken from ~n earlier B~rker 

* ,:ho knows where the "Smith Cottage" was located? ••e'd enjoy heari.l1g other 
early Birch L~ke information. 

FO<pe>rienced Baby sitter: Renee Vicsik, age 15. Call any time 476-2242. 

F;ther: :ell, son, how are your school rrndes? 
Son: They're under water. 
Father: ·.bat do vou mean under water? 
~ - 1 ' con: J:le ow "C" level. 

'I'r,e starboard side of a boat was thus 
U8rr,ed tec<lllse that was the side o:f t.ho 
steerin? toaro of 'Jik.l.t,g ships. 

Two fishermen made a bet as to 
which would catch the first fish. 
One of them got a bite on his line 
and became so excited that he .fell 
out of the boat. w.·en," s2id 
the other, "if ~-ou 1 re ,;oinl' to 
rJj.v" !'.o.r th,-,m~ the bot's off", 


