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It will be remembered as the Birch Lake Weekend Extravaganza. Beginning early Thursday 
evening Earl Troeger organized a "Let's get the Yacht Club ready party" - tab.les and 
chairs were set, supplies were checked and the weekend was d~clared here. The Commodore 
blew his whistle Saturday at 8:00 a.m. and the fun commenced. A record turn out: was 
had.for the golf outing- 94 golfers participated and 97 dinners were served. 
Congratulations Dave & Earl Troeger for organizing our greatest turn out. As the men 
were playing golf the ladies were treated to a superb luncheon that: featured a precious 
stone presentation by Images of Elkhart:. The featured piece of jewelry was an 8 carat 
diamond- and that wasn't the salad! My appreciation goes to Fran Welch and Katha 
Machelleck for putting together such a terrific program. Saturday morning came and with 
it the second annual BLYC Triat:halon began. They swam, biked and ran to the finish -
and what a finish they had. Kurt Kruggel won the individual event by 2 seconds - what 
a great finish. The first place relay team was won by Ashly Welch, Steve Sante and 
Brian Machelleck which made it a Birch Lake sweep! Congratulations to all participants 
and spectators with a special thanks to Bill Carpenter and Dan Reynolds for organizing 
this outstanding event:. When everyone thought the weekend activities had concluded 
Sunday camejthe Sunfish races began. It was an infectious weekend for we had a record 
number of sailboats resulting in some new names at the top. 

This weekend your Yacht Club put forward its greatest effort - all of our members can 
be very proud of having provided one more reason for saying Birch Lake is the greatest. 

Randy Welch - Commodore 

Saturday, August 24, 1985 - at the Yacht Club. 

Featuring a Polish Wedding dinner. 
Cocktails - 5:30 (Ind. time) - Dinner - 6:00 7:30 (Ind. time) 

Annual Meeting with election of officers and directors following dinner. 
Price - $6.25 Adults $4.50 Children under age 12 
Call for reservations and tickets immediately. 
Machelleck's - 476-9391 - Welch's - 476-8805 
Your director. 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING 

Monday, August 19- 7:30p.m. there will be a Board of Director's Meeting at the Yacht 
Club. Please make every effort to attend. 

GOLF OUTING 

To coin a phrase: The 
in more ways than one. 
97 dinners were served 

Annual Birch Lake Golf Outing was a huge success. That's huge 
94 golfers took part on this perfect Friday afternoon, while 

at the Yacht Club and everyone received a door prize. 

Thanks to Dave Troeger our chairman, this popular event became even more popular. A 
great deal of time and effort go into planning and directing an event like this and 
with young men and women like Dave, willing to put forth the effort, the future of Birch 
Lake is in good hands. 

Of course, with an event like this a lot of help is needed. Joe Harris did a super job 
as starter for the unprecedented number of golfers. Terry 
Montague did the scoring, Frank & Steve Horvath again hosted 
the beer wagon, John Brown again provided the beer transportatio 
Keith Weesner, Gus Eshelman and Randy Welch helped with the clean 
up and Earl Troeger assisted with just about everything. Many 
thers lent a helping hand and we thank everyone who pitched 

especially Denny Weesner and Connie Troeger for 



setting up the Yacht Club. Door prizes are a big part of this event and thanks to everyone 
who provided these prizes. We should especially thank Paul Kazmiersik and Roy Henderson 
whose companies each year generously provide a great many items. to help make this event a 
success. Lets all start planning for next year and do it all over again. 

LADIES LUNCHEON 

What an enjoyable afternoon! I am always so delighted to see so many familiar faces having 
such a nice time. To my added enjoyment were several new faces to Birch Lake as well as 
ex-residents. Our meal was excellent, thanks to the Matterhorn. And thanks to Bob Klose 
from Images, I'm sure our Xmas list is complete! His jewels were breathtaking ano his 
helpful hints were invaluable. Also, a smile to Ken. Everett who donated 3 lovely door 
prizes. To all of you who shared the afternoon, a sincere thank you from Katha & myself. 
To those of you who were unable to attend please try next year - I know you will have a 
great afternoon. 

Fran Welch 

SAILING NEWS 

Birch Lake residents can be proud of the large Sunfish League we have on this lake. Last 
Sunday we had 21 boats come out and join in the competition. These boats were sailed by 
people of all ages who came out to battle the shifting winds. It was especially good to 
see Ashly Welch prove that persistence pays off with 2 strong races. 

AUGUST SERIES LEADERS 

IVhat a great way to start the August series with 21 boats coming out to join in the fun. 
The first 6 places are: 1. Leo Zelasko, 2. Mike Machelleck,' 3. Steve Sante, 4. As.hly Welch. 
5. Ken· Troyer, 6. Dave Ols0n. 

** RACE RESULTS FOR ~~5 ** 

FINISH RACE # TOTAL POINTS SEASON 
RACES EARNED AVERAGE 

SAILOR 1 2 3 4 5 SAILED TODAY TO DATE 
--

DAVE TROEGER :2.. X' I !3 ,;(_ I. 8 9 I~ 2~ 
TOM HOWARD I >I (, IS -JS9,1 /(. 27 
BILL CARPENTER '-! l/3 8 /:7 /873 !3 9 3 
MARTY SANTE J 3 5 lij )."7 y. j,;F;<7 

~·~·~ 7 ;'"· 
"1 

jl( ;!..-:.J 6 ~ 13 ~'I 1 
MIKE .• GOTSTEIN ~ ..... .·· -JJ~ '"JJ3 

. 

9 - /_;;.) I 

MIKE MACRALLECK B ~ ~ /3 ~ 1 J/c. !Hi 
RANDY WELCH IP II n /I) /!. Kif I 11 'f 
ASHLY WELCH ;$" I~ if 9 :VI• '19( 
HAROLD CRAMMER /3 g ~::> 11 I 'i(. S /!~ 7 
DAVE OLSON )/ 7 }~ I ; 17 '1'1 11'13 
JEFF OLSON IS 1'6 15 1 ;;Us 71'1 
LEO ZALASKO .5 I 3 t1 JD :/;f I 3 f:l 
DON HARMAN (; ..:< I ' /? ,)II !<I / 3(, t! 
JEFF HOWARD ;if J "! /~ II J:l,l"" / .> z 1 
KEN TROYER /~ jl) q f{ . I 9 7,.5 II 3:/. 
JOE O'BRIEN /7 /:/. h q h9. 91, g 
TONY HAMMES '*" 

I:D>J::, ..D..,. ~ - I~ 12 
RICK DOOLITTLE /{.. ()JJ"\ ll.. 3 'l'f I :; 7 3 
BRIAN EBERHART'" .;<o h • 1'1 ;.( I I} 9 j 9·~ 
TROY TROEGER i'( l>~~ .D ,J::, I - I> 9'r 

CftAS LA p; ~ Rf'< E. ,5/.f r I~ 3 ~~~ 5 ;n .~ 

I{}, aJ<: H·I.AJN> ·~ N ;;:<_ 17 1'1 2 II 5:2. - 6 7~ fnj, 

/YJ A/1" IJ. ~ ss /9 1..7J ;II {, ~ l{ i %7 

GAB LEMAN 

Once again the generosity of the people of Birch Lake has come to the forefront. The 
family of Chuck and Paulene Gableman made a very generous gift of many items of liquor 
to the Yacht Club. Some of the items were in turn sold with Tip Boards at the golf outing. 
The proceeds are being given by the family to the Heart Fund in memory of Chuck and Paulene 
The rest of the liquor will be used for Yacht Club functions. 

Our thanks go out to Terry & Sue Montague, John & Claudia Gableman, Dave Gableman and Linda 
Gwynn for this very generous gift. 
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WHAT A Busy Weekend we just experienced II Whew, all the activities made one 
weary just dreaming about what came next I What with the Men's Golf Outing and the 
Ladies Luncheon on Friday, and then the Birch Lake Triathlon on Saturday, and a great 
set of Sailboat races going on Sunday, which incidently turned out to a beatltif'ul day! I 

Well now that we're talking abouu.the Triathalon (notice that I spelled it correctly 
this time 1 I) I have some interesting tid-bits to pass on : 

* As far as Bill Carpenter 1 s records went, Mario Manta came in first for the swimming 
event; George Iams (Dr. Tom Troeger's Brother-in-law) came in second;. Pete Lovato 
(Bob & Gerti Temple's Son-in-law) was th:l.:td ; and Ta.mDJY Troeger was 4th. 

* During the running portion Kurt Kruggel was seen decending the big hill in first 
place, with Brian Machalleck biting his heels in second place I Pete Lovato was 
placed as the 5th runner down the hill, and Kevin in the 6th position. 

* Three Hug"e Cheers should go to the yOUNGEST relay team entered this year: 
Leslie Greenig age 10, Heather Gwinn age 9 , and Teril:yn Montague age 8 II 

* Dick Cowen, alias "Calves Cowen•, was the oldest participant in this years Triathalon. 
It should be noted that Dick finished near the end of the pack of swimmers but soon 

gained momentum as he caught up on his bike • • • until his chain fell ott • • • but 
undaunted he still finished in the middle of the running pack! I Hats Off to Dick! I 

* Oclessa Murphy was seen "scurrying" down the road carrying the "heat relief" for her 
team - her blue & orange canteen I 

* COmmodore Welch took time to pose for a Movie Picture .e.s he pedaled around with his 
walkie-talkie. 

* Herm Kruggel was "representing" Paramount Pictures as he roved around with his 
Movie Camera l 

* V:.icewCommodore Mike Machalleck was seen jogging down Birch Road in his perfect 
"non-puffing" form. 

*Janet Barr's bike "gave up" after her part in the relay with Bud z. and COy J. 
or was it just her limbs that pooped out! I 

* Peg COndon was on "stand by" as she was bumped from her position by her son, Kyle. 

* Rick Doolittle decided to go "solo" this year and leave his wife, Cathy, at home, 
as he competed '.i:or last place. Little does he know,- .. bat he was almost declared M.r • .A:. 
Rick was heard by all to say, • The height of embarrassment is finishing just in front 
of the Slllbulance I • 

* Shelly Kruggel presented the Donny Habich Memorial to the Yacht Club, saying that 
each year the winners of our Triathalon (including last years) will be engraved on 
this plaque and remain in the memory of Donny Habich, of the Westshore. 

GARAGE SALES 
SATURDAY AUGUST 17, there will be a Garage Sale at 15248 Birch Lakeshore Dr. - Southside. 

This is the garage of Terry and Sue Montague - have some furmiture, pots & pans, 
odds & ends - homemaking things I 

There will also be a Garage Sale at Dave Gableman's - 63513 Birch Road, Eastside. 
BOTH OF THESE SALES will be from 8 am - 5 pn (Ind. time) 
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* Rumor has it that next year for the Men's Golf Outing, Earl Troeger will be including 
a Chain Saw among his golf equipnent. 

* For Fran Welch's benefit on.l.y Odessa Murphy will allow herself to be called "Thelma" I 

* A belated Happy Birthday goes to Ricey Hannon - Sunday August 11 • 
* Rumor has it that Jeff Olson also celebrated a Birthday during the past week - ~ sources 

are a secret Jeff! I 

* Ray & Fran Larson's son, Steve, won "Best of Show" at the Nappanee Art Fair last weekend, 
COngratulations to you Steve! 

* As the Social Gossip Columnist of Birch Lake I have to admit that I am remiss about 
reporting a news worthy item! On July Jrd Tom & Jackie Minglin, residents of the new:Jzy
built home on the Westshore, became the parents~of a new daughter I They also hav~ a 
son who is 2 years old. COngratulations It 

* The incoming ND. Freshmen Football players & the ND. coaching staff were at Herrn & Bev 
Kruggel's cottage for a day of fun & relaxing pleasure - befolle beginning the 1!'8.5 
Football season at ND. 

* Sheila & J;im Cook entertained his fami:cy recentlzy". From Ft. COllins, CO. were his 
brother, Tim, and Joan Cook, and children, Danielle and Spencer. From South Bend were 
his Mother, Alice Cook and his sister, Mary, and husband Mark Bradley and four children. 

* For several days last week the COoks had as houseguests friends from Oldsmar, Fla. -
Kathy & Tony Simon and their children, stephanie & Rebecca. 

* Clifford and Avanelle Cowen, 69:308 Birch Lakeview, spent Thw.sday with Florida friends 
at Battle Creek. Lunch was enjoyed at Win Schulers 1 ' at Marshall. 

* We've all been missing Irv & Helen Bowers, Westside, here at the lake. Irv has been 
fighting the "Shingles". We all wish him a very speed;y re.:overy, hurry back Irv II 

* Triathalon Tid-bits -- from Avanelle K. Cowan 
There was great cooperation among the competitors in the bicycle race - with assis

tance of chain problems, etc. 
Rick Doolittle - maybe should figure out time - another year - for a shower and, or 

shave, at home, instead of during the race, 
'Twas such a fun day for all ages! rrontestants, helpers, spectators and cheering 

sect~s all participated • 
Thanks to all who helped to make the day a roaring success - ll.ncluding the weatherman, 

for it was a beautiful day! from Avanelle Cowen 

THE SCAVENGER HUNT Nill be conducted on the South & East Sdies and no more than 4 items 
""Per cottage canbe obtained! There will be a • .50¢ admission charge. 

FOOD - PRIZES - FUN - Music. Chaperones will be Dave & J,ll,dy Olson, Mike & Katha 
Machalleck and Marty & Boris Sante. ~ THERE .Q!! AUGUST 17 from 7 pn - 11 pn (:Dl. time) t l 

FOR ALL I.U, FANS AND CONTRIBUTERS ** FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
--The 4tilA'Ii'n.u:a:L"MS1iinner of Champions will be held October 24 at the Monogram Room of 
the Notre Dame ACC. Bob~ Knight will be roasted by such dignateries as Digger Phelps, 
Ara Parscghian, and Ray Meyer. COy Jankowski of Birch Lake has done a limited edition print 
for the dinner. Limited seating, $100 Per Person for a Championship cause. Contact Jim Cook, 
Chairman at 476-226:3 or (219):2:32-8228, 

HOUSE, TRIM, & DOCK PAINTING, ODD JOBS. Reasonable rates and references. Call Dave Lovejoy 
at cottage 102, phone number 2777. 

FOR SALE: 16' 'Mark Twain Runabout with 8.5 HP Johnson. Excellent ski boat and well cared 
for:--"Also for sale is an 18' Aluminum pontoon boat with 10 HP electric start motor and 

new top. Will well as package for a special price or separatelzy". cook/Murphy 476-226:3. 

WATER TESTING 
TCE AND ORGANIC COMPOUNDS 
REGIONAL ANALYTICAL LABORATORY 
60887 U.S. :31 SOUTH 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANI 
CALL: (219) 291-7779 
(24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE) 

!Qli ~: LARGE~ TRAMPOLINE It $200,00 Call Chuck or Betty Fortino at #2218. 

FOUND 1 A BIG BLACK INTERTUBE was found ~ Thelma Koonta , after it washed up on theu 
shoreline about :3 or 4 weeks ago. Go to cottage 116 East, or call #96.57 to 
claim this intertube as yours. 



/ 

I feel the need to clarify recent statements related to Birch Lake 
pollution attributed to. myself and/or the Health Department at your 
Improvement Association meeting of August 5, 1985. 

The Cass County Health Department has not as yet, made any final con
clusions as to the sources or non-sources of the Birch Lake pollution 
problem. 

Our department is continuing our lot by lot assessment of on-site sewage 
disposal systems around Birch.Lake. we are about 1/3 complete with our 
survey and have not, as yet, found any direct discharge of sewage from 
a cottage to the lake. We have not ruled out the possibility of a direct 
discharge but feel any such discharge would become noticed by a resident 
or residents and be reported. We have found some sewage systems that are 
very close to the lake which are probably contibuting nutrients and 
possibly pathogens to the lake. 

Further testing of these systems will be undertaken. If problems are con
firmed, private orders will l:ie issued to replace these faulty systems. 

The Cass County HealthDepartment has received some nutrient sampling 
bottles from the Department of Natural Resources. These will be helpful 
to monitor stream inflow characteristics and lake condition. 

We hope to receive some assistance from othe.r agencies and experts to help 
in formulating our conclusions. I.hope to complete our· lot assessments 
by this fall and be able to submit a report soon afterward. 

The lake conditions will need to be continually monitored by our depart
ment and all concerned citizens of Birch Lake in order to clean up any 
problems and assure a clean Birch Lake. 

s~ce~~ // 
J-.L1r----~~-/~ 

T Poec !Zoorhooe D 



Randall S. Welch ,......,, 

August 14, 1985 

Mr. J. Ross Voorhees 
Cass County Health Department 
24010 Hospital. Road 
Cassopolis, Michigan 49031. 

Dear Mr. Voorhees: 

BARGER 
PACKAGING CORPORATION 

On behalf of the Birch Lake Yacht Club, we wish to reaffirm our 
support to you and the Cass County Health Department for the . 
efforts put forth i~ determining possible causes and solutions 
to our water quality. 

Until such time you have completed your survey, determinations 
and recommendations, we will not be party to any outside testing 
which may well result in duplicity. 

Although the Yacht Club does not speak for the entire lake community, 
we do want you to know your efforts are.greatly appreciated and we 
remain at your disposal to assist in any way you deem pertinent. 

~~ Randall s. Welch, Commodore 
Birch Lake Yacht Club 

RBW/ea • 

.• 



PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

EVANS BROS. 
BODY SHOP 
·over 2E Yeclrs' &ptriera .. 

24 HOUR 
WRECKER SERt/ICE 

• FOREIGN CAR iCOFW£TT£S 
• AU TO PAINTINC•COMPLET'£ fXXJt REFAR 
·RADIATOR SERVICE • GLASS R£PLKE.£NT 

FR££ £SnMATE$ 

476 2441 
South on Calvin Center Rd. off M-60 to 
Brownsville Rd.-Turn East to end of road 

R.f.D. 1-Vandalia 

WAYSIDE BEAUTY SHOP 
14352 Sears St. Phone 476-2276 

Owner - Operator Paula Seager 
Call for appointment 

Closed Monday and Wednesday 

SOUTH BEND tfrribunt 
"SHEDS MORt LIGHT" 

q~ ALL THE NEWS AND SPORTS 
fOR BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS 

COTTAGE DELIVERY RATES: 
SUNDAY ONLY .•••••••••••.• $3.00 per mo. 
SATURDAY NIO $1JNDAY ...... $3.75 per mo. 
7-DAY DELIVERY •••••••••.• $6.85 per mo. 

PHONE: 
(616) 684-6802 or~) 233-6~61 collect 

NEW~ USED 

MC SAILBOATS 
BY MELG-ES 

.$5300usTOR~7QQ 
IF 5 ARE. ORDERED 

BY GJ UNE 301:!:1 

T.JNIIOSIIli'&R 

616-4.,5-322.7 

r TI~~f ~ 
IC:E CREAH 'PARLOR 

M- 6 2. SOU'I'H 
~ CASSOFOllS, MI. ~ 
~ 616-445-3341 (N)(j 

HOURS: MON.-THURS •. 4-10 
FRI.-SUN. 3-11 

HOMEOFTHE ~ 

MR PIGGY ~ 

WALTER LEE 
TRASH REMOVAL SERVICE 

PO. BOX 194 Vandalia, Mi. 49095 
Phone (616) 47~ - 2356 

GARBAGE PICK-UP WEDS RATE $1.00 MC 
CALL FOR SPECIAL TRASH PICK-UPS 

RJ's 
HICKORY INN 

BAIR LAKE 
JONES, MICH. 

NOW OPEN 
DAILY AT 11:00 AM 
SAT. & SUN. 12 NOON 
CLOSED MONDAY 
SPECIALTIES SERVED ALL THE TIME 

PRIME RIB 
BAR-B-QUE SPARE RIBS 

~HONE: 2445257 

SAILBOATS 

tlfl!j)/l)(iJ 
SA.t LBQA.RDS 

1-1 HOL-DER 8'{ HOB/ 

219-233-310 4 

Ill CASE Of FIRE OR ACCIDENT DIAL /-244-5235 NEWBERG & PORTER fiRE DEPARTMENT 



PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

Phone: '176-2272 
We Repair 

Automobiles and Lawn Mowers 
MINI-MARKET 

HOURS: SUN. 8:30 TO 8:00 
MON. - FRI. 8:00 TO 8:30 

SAT. 8:00 TO 7:00 
* TOM * BECKY * BETTY * 

Welding and wrecker service 
NOTARY PUBLIC by appobtment only 

VISA .:nd MASTERCARD accepted 

MEN AND WOMI:tl 
HAVE YOUR IIAIR I'ROFES::;IO;~f,LLY STYLED 

DIAMOND LAKE 
HAIR STYLISTS 

OPEN 
MON-SAT 

Cassopolis, MI 

PHON£ 
6/6 445 3121 

• 
[H --· 

63021 Birch Rd. 
R. 11, Birch Loko 

Vondolio, Mi. .c9095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

(616) •76-2370 

P@RKV'S 
445-8058 

BROASTED & BARBEQUE 
PIZZA - CHICKEN - MOJO POTATOES 

DELI ITEMS - SANDWICH - SUBS - SALADS 

DESSERTS - LUNCH MEATS - CHIPS 

BEER - WINE - POP - ICE 

WE CATER PARTIES AND HOG ROASTS 

LUNCH TO GO IN LESS THAN 5 MIN. 

HOURS: SUNDAYS 7 -10 PM ~~~OPOLIS 
MON-THURS 6-11 PM 
FRI-SAT 6-11 PM 

NEW 2ND LOCATION IN EDWARDSBURG 

RESIDENTIAL • LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

DALE DEVON 

(219) 255·5369 
201 WEST RUSS 

MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

IN BUSINESS 21 YEARS 

~\'U.LESlA~S 
(THE K-TAP) 

IN VANDALIA 

Open 7 Days a week 

Lunch Mon. -Sat, 11:30-2:30 
Dinner Mon. - ~h•~s. 5:00 - 11:00 

Fri. - Sat. 5:00 ~ 12:00 
Open Sun, Noon - 10:00 

Joe ~ Joyce Kule$ia 
Specials: Prime Rib Fri. & Sat, 

Phone (616) '176-9606 

CO!N-OP LAUNDRY 
PROFESSIONAL DRYCLEANING 
DROP OFF LAUNDRY SERVICE 

PHON£: 4453678 
THE WASHBOA!RffJ 

100 EAST STATE - - - - - CASSOPOLIS 
HOURS: 

MON-FRI 
SAT 
SUN 

6AM-9PM 
6AM-6PM 
6AM-5PM 

NEW USED 
BOATS ¢MOTORS 

PHONE 445-2191 
OPEN G DAYS 9- 6-00 

• SUN. 10- S:oO 

DIAMOND LL4~\E. 
MARINA 

SYLVAN 

SIIOR.r: STATIOII 
HOISTS ~ DOCKS 
JOHNSON MOTORS 

ANCHOR-DOOLITTLE 

(:01. NORTH EDWARD STREET 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml 49031 

eus (616J445-38St 
RES (616 2«-8479 

iU[i 
ALLEN BUTCHBAKER 

Sales ASSOCiate. F!..l 

ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

o:il'!1M:ri8 Xf'O!IHtU - CASS. 
WORSHIP-10 AM-NURSERY ATTENDED 

PENN FRIENDS CHURCH-QUAKER & PENN 
fuliG£K"4Joflilll~Pw9~MIP ll AM 

PLEASANTVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 

~:6~CR~t-~~ORN WOR.l1-EVE 7PM 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF CASS-SO.ROWLAND ST 
MORN WOR. 9 & II S.Sch 9:45 


