
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

AUGUST 20 
AUGUST 27 

DIRECTOR'S MEET 
FALL DINNER 

Tickets are available to the 
FALL DINNER. The dinner will 
include buffet style BBQ ribs 
and chicken. Cocktails (cash 
bar) will begin at 5:00 IN 
with dinner around 6:00. A 
meeting will follow the dinner. 
The cost of the dinner is $7 
for adults; $4 for children. 
The following Directors have 
tickets Frank Horvath, Herro 
Kruggel, Bill Holleman, Bob 
Temple, Claudia Gableman, Tom 
Howard, Mike Love, Marty Sante, 
Earl Troeger and Linda Rasmus
sen. There are a limited 
number of tickets due to avail
able seating at our clubhouse. 

If any of our NEW LAKE PEOPLE 
would like a directory with the 
telephone numbers and addresses 
of people on the lake, there are 
a few copies left. Contact Dan 
Reynolds for cost and how to 
obtain a copy. 

Vandalia. Michigan 

August 20, 1988 

FOR SALE SUNFISH SAIL BOAT 
$550; 2 hp PORTABLE GASOLINE 
WATER PUMP $75 Stan Stokel 
2113 

6 GAL OUTBOARD MOTOR GAS 
TANK $10; CHARCOAL GRILL $15; 
DURACRAFT 10" TABLE SAW $100 
Mike Machalleck 2642 

48" ROUND ANTIQUE OAK 
PEDESTAL TABLE Everetts 2760 

The COUPLE'S SAILBOAT RACE 
was sailed last Saturday 
afternoon and although the 
turnout was light, those that 
did come-out had a good time. 
The order of finish was: 
1 KEN & SALLY EVERETT & 

HAROLD & DONNA CRANMER 
2 DON & LIN HARMON & 

BARB & JOHN RONDEAUX 
3 BRUCE VATH & MARTY CARRY 
4 BRAD & DEBBIE DAVIS 
Our hats off to all that came 
out to enjoy the day, and in 
particular to DONNA CRANMER 
who sailed an excellent last 
leg to help her team win. 

Participants of 1988 Triathlon By sue Montague 



SAILING NEWS - Last Saturday "as a great day for sailboat racing and nine Sunfish sailors came out to test the!T sxtlls agatri'st. 
the steady breeze "e had. Dave Troeger finished first "ith Harold Cranmer second and Steve Sante third. 

Race Results Season 
1 DAVE TROEGER 6 Mike Machalleck 1 TOM HOWARD 6 Marty Sante 
2 HAROLD CRANMER 7 Dave Olson 2 STEVE SANTE 7 Mike Machalleck 
3 STEVE SANTE 8 Brad Davis 3 MIKE 60TSTEIN 8 Dave Olson 
4 Too Howard 9 Jio Foos 4 Harold Cran•er 9 Bob Cr anaer 
5 Don Haroon 5 Don Haroon 

Dan Reynolds suboitted a very interesting article concerning the developeent of our area; a couple paragraphs of the article "ere 
used here and there, as needed; ho"ever, I ao afraid this very fine article lost a lot of its meaning. Following is an atte1pt 
to pick-up and cooplete the article. 

A LITTLE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Birch Lake is located in Porter Township, the largest township in Cass ~ounty, having about 54 square ·miles instead of the 
usual 36. What very few people realize is that Birch Lake is responsible for one of the most distingui.>htng features of our 
county: The Mogador Valley. 

The Valley obtained its naoe because thousands of years aqo it was the bed ,lf glacial Lake Mogador. Eventually the ~ater cut 
down.through the land and eoptted Lake Mogador. Angle Creek, which still tirains the valley rises in Birch Lake, follows the 
outlet streao through the oill pond, passes through Shavehead Lake and falls into Long Lake before running South until it joins 
the St. Joseph River. 

Starting at the outlet of Birch Lake, the valley covers an area about three miles wide and etght •iles long to the Indiana 
State Line. The drop of the creek at Williaosville is eighteen feet, at Centennial fourteen feet and another eight feet to Long 
Lake. 

Long Lake and Baldwin Lake are unique in Cass County in that they lie North and South and are qutte narrow. Other laKes 1n 
Cass County are elliptical in shape "1th swaopy South and West Shores and hlgh ground to the North. All the lakes here are 
glanally foroed and why these t"o do not conform to the pattern rematns a mystery. Anyway cack to Angle creek. 

Angle Creek has a long and interesting history. Before the cooing of tan we know that prehistoric wild liie, birds and 
anioals, "ere nuoberous in Mogador. Valley. If oan had actually lived in the valley 10,000 to 70,000 years ago they would have 
gone hunting for oastodons, ousk-ox, giant beavers and "ild hogs. They "ere here because fossil remains have been unearthed 
within the area. 

One of the interesting features of the valley is the "ay it was created by the sudden lowering of ola Laxe Mogador several 
thousands of years ago. This change oade possicle the easy excavations of the vast amount of oar! vhich has been ta~en out for 
fertilizer. 

In 1929, while excavating for marl just north of Mogador Church CLog Chapel on Chapel Hill) the skeleton of an elephant, 
which preceded the oastodon here, was found under about 20 feet of earth. Scientists fro• the University of Michigan figured it 
had died between 50,000 AND 70,000 years ago. Also fossils of prehistoric plants have been found tn the valley. 

When the first settlers arrived they found Mogador Valley occupied by Potta"atoote Indians. The settlers found the valley a 
veritable patch"ork of Indian trails, crossing Angle Creek, the Sauk Trail Cnow USI2) gotng back and fort.h iroo Long ana Baldwtn 
Lakes to Shavehead and Birch Lakes and Willtaosville and Union. 

Angle Creek and Mogador Valley were bee hives of activity in the eighteen th!Tttes. FHst, tn 1832, was the Rtnehara saw 
oill on Angle Creek - on the north side of the present highway. CSouth of Carter Lake, east of the house, Dut upstrea• ir•JO the 
junction of Angle Creek vi th the creek out of Carter Lake. 

This oil! operated for a nuober of years. However, the records sho" that on May 12, 1836 Lewis Rinehart purchased irom the 
u. s. governoent the site of the present Centennial Mills. No doubt the Rineharts foresaw the greater water power further do"n 
streao... Also, in 1836 the first building "as erected which housed the saw mill. (Mill and buildings are gone now but what 
looks li<e fish ponds cover part ot·the old oil! pond on the West side of the road!. 

It is interestinQ to know that this 11ill was powered by E~.n ove:-shot wheel 1nth an up and down saw and the drop of Angle Creek 
.at that point is !4 teet. This is the •ill where thousands and thousanos oi ieet of lumber were sawed and aellvered to the St. 
Joseph River. This lumber vas loaded on rafts and floated do"n the river to South Bend, St. Joseph and across the la~e t•o 
Chicago. 

This oil! "ith the overshot wheel operated continuously until 1870 when it was replaced wtth a turbine. 

In 1876, the Centennial year of Aoerican independence, a flour and grist mill Cegan operating 1n conjunction vith the sav 
oil! and was just North of the present saw oil!. The two mills were called "Centennial Mills.• 

As we reainisce we are reoinded that there vere 16 water powered oills in the .iooediate area in and around Porter Tovnship 
operating at the saoe tioe and Centennial "as the last to close. 

During the eighteen forties Isaac Miller and his vi fe Eliza eoigrated from Ohto to Mogador Valley. They bullt a hooe and 
adjacent blacxsoith shop to Angle Cree<, located about 30 rods south of the junction of Birch Lake and Carter Lake Roads. Tnts 
shop was appreciated by the settlers in the Valley and surrounding area for they could get their horses shod, machinery repaired 
and oany other odd jobs done that only a blacksaith was equipped to do. 

The house "as a two story "ith a porch on the Northside. The foundation can still be seen, the reoains of part of the 
baseoent, 16x32 feet, the cellar wall built "ith flat faced stones and so•e oortar in good condition. The shop was about 5 rods 
North of the house, both on the Westside of the creek. 

So, the next tiae you're looking for soaething different to do - go explortng and check out the Hogador Valley and Angle 
CreeL 



EVANS BROS. 
BODY SHOP 
·o.er 2&'1ws"~' 

24HOUR 
WRECKER SERv'KJE 

F\.1RE:lGN CAR & CORVETTES 
.:.••lo~ PAINTING* COMPLETE :BODY REPAIR 
,....,..,(•!AT('R SERVICE * GLASS REPLACEMENT 

F P. E E E S T I M A T E S 

47£-24-+1 
Sr:onH, on Calvin Centel"' Rd .. o'ff M-60 to 

JJ.r-o~·nsvi lle Rd. Turn East to end of road .. 
':'~•t ~<·now 1:l"oe first placE:.- !;OU come to, 

as ~ou leave :Birch Lake. 

easons 
\ DINING & COCKTAILS 

K.ULESIA~S 
(THE K-TAP) 

IN VANDALIA 

L.lJ~JC~~ TUES-SAT 11:30 
0IrJN~R TUES-SAT 5:00 

i"> PEN SUNDAY NOON - 1121: 00 
CLOSED MONDAYS 

Joe ' Joyce Kulesi~ 
Specials: Prime Rib Fri. ' S~~. 

..:::=30 
11=00 

Phone (616) ~76-9606 

:=nso ~-~o :::a:<~, ca:<:.opol::. 
~~:p~~onP ~·~·J~l~ 

ov~ ~·oo HOv!::::: ~o R£~ 
S?:;:::,o,:.,s ::J~ ':''..~E:S::A.~ 4 l."t~l'tSCA'! 

ON US l= UNION, MI. 

:SEER Fl"H)O 
LIQUOR PIZZA 
DAILY SPECIALS 

+ M!CH LOTTERY + 

• INSTA~ LOTTERY • ................... 
l-641-9510 

TO GO & CARRY-OUT 
OPEN 7 OAYS 

10:00 AM to 11:00 PH 

HOSTS: NEIL & SHARON PITTENGER .......................................... ~ 
• FRIDAYS A.Y .. C .. E .. FISH S4 .. 3S 
• USE THIS COUPON FOR l ·~X CF'F FOOD 

t 'I .. _.,, Lun~ r.ccm Molld<Jy thru FridOJY 11:30 om lo 2:00pm 

!')tnncr.o: • ~·00 pm MOnday thn.J Saturday 

S11nd~v 1'2·00 nm to 3:00 om 

l.:t "t ~o liCtlr on us 131 

C.:'l~~et ~t:r,,:: 

w.:l::ome • ..,c s.,orts 

SOU~ S: DE ()F SAGLE: LAKE 
ED~ARDS~URG~ MI. 

(6l6l 699-533:3 
:.~Q-7:!:el 

~AlLY r:::(l0 5:00 
CLOSE~ UEONESDAYS 

SUNDAYS 10:00 3: Q<) 

S,._(>RE S7AT!(1N H(1ISTS 
!-i.:.M~!S FLC>A7 & DECJo.. :S,OATS 

J(lHNSCIN MOTORS ·~ 
CHA!"lP!ON :B-ASS 

::~55~ SC ~as~, cassopo~~s, Mic~i~a~ 
;ele?hene ~~5-SilS 

~~~~ CROW~ rRu!;S • ~G~ASLZS !N SEASON • 
S~~e~z~ SHR~3S • ~R~S • EEACH S~~O t 

::~~ ~:R~ ~ E~~CK D!R~ • ~R!~V~~ S70~E t 

:.?:;~!'SD'CS~S .. ~·..;::.::;;::;'!: i. :.A!"::SO .. ?";: S'..:??L:~s t 



~ 
HERMAN AGENCY, INC. 

1125 E. State Street 
Cassopolis. Michigan 49031 

Phone: 616-44ii.:3S26 

Dan Herman 

ALL ITPES OF INSURAl'!CE 

WTSII£ 
EAILELAIE 

EJWliDSIUU 
.... 7 .. 

LARGE PICNIC AREA 
Companw picnics and familw reunions 

11:00 AM 11:00 PM WEEKDAYS 

11:00 AM 1:00PM FRI.- SAT. 

GLOSED MONDAYS 

-.ba ondepoode"' 
broke-r:> 
CSSOClC'::on 

ESTABLISHED 1950 

BIRCH LAKE PROPERTY 
The Largest Firm. We sell lake property on the 
entire network of lakes. This multiplies the amount 
of "lake" business. rather than just marketing a 
few lakes. 

Computer Mailings: Owners. Upon your listing. 
every lake property owner on your lake receives 
a "For Sale" data sheet on your cottage/home. 
The friends and relatives of your ''lake·· neighbors 
are most likely to purchase your lake property. 

Computer Mailings: Buyers. Upon your listing. 
all potential buyers on record also receive a data 
sheet on your cottage/home. 

TOM'S -GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

Phone: ~76-2272 

WE REPAIR AUTOS AND LAWNMOWERS 

MINI MARKET HOURS 

8:00 TO S:QQ DAILY 
CLOSED SUNDAY !0:30 TO 12~30 

** TOM * BETTY * BECKY ** 
PORTABLE WELDING AND WRECKER SERVIC~ 

ALUMINUM wELDING AT SHOP -
NOTARY PUBLIC BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
BOAT STORAGE 

SW Michigan Map. Almost 10.000 maps in cir
culation placed at the Travel Center on 1-94. This 
directs hundreds of buyers to our office. 

Lake Property Newsletters. Over 4.000 in cir
culation each year. generating a great amount of 
lake business. 

Independent Brokers Assoc. A buyer's referral 
organization that provides the best listing service 
to sellers. 

Classified Advertising. We advertise in several 
newspapers and publications throughout Illinois, 
Indiana. and Michigan. 

Floyd Jerden, President/Broker 
Thomas Jerden, Broker 

Sales Representative Donna Jerden 

(616) 782-5864 
32502 M-62 West 

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

Glenyce Haggin 
Teina Mevers 
Liz First 

:oo :\. 0 ·Keefe 
Cassopc-lis. MI 40031 

_JUST HAIR 
S{\·!ing for Men & Women 

Closed Mondays 
Evenings Available 


