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The cocktail party Saturday night was great fun! Thanks 

to all - especially for those outstanding hors-d'oeuvres. A 

special thanks to the Vice-Commodore, Bud Zesinger, for his 

help behind the bar, and the girls that assisted with clean

up. Plus I shouldn't forget Dan Reynolds who made an emergency 

run for more ice and tonic water. The Yacht Club treasury is 

a little fatter after Saturday night. Thanks again! 

Also, please don't forget to sign up your teenager for the 

Boating Safety Course on Saturday, June 30th, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the Yacht Club. This is a great opportunity for them to 

learn the Do's and Don'ts of boating safety. 

Have a good weekend! 
Buzz and Linda Rasmussen 

TIME 
(All Indiana) 
8.:00 AM to 1:00 
To be announced 
9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
9:30 AM 
DARKNESS 

.DARXNESS 
To be announced 

To be announced 
To be announced 

JUNE - JULY EVENTS 

DATE 

PM Saturday, June 30 
Saturday, June 30 
Monday, July 2 

Wednesday, July 4 
Saturday, July 7 
Saturday, July 7 
Sunday, July 8 
Sunday, July 8 

Friday, July 27 
Saturday, July 28 

HOUSE WALK 

EVENT 

Boating Safety Class (FREE) 
Children's Party at BLYC· 
Aerobic Classes at BLYC 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Boat Parade 
Board Meeting 
Fireworks Display 
Rain date - Fireworks Display 
Pancake Breakfast at 
Camp Tannadoonah 
Men's Golf Outing 
House Walk 

The new date for the Birch Lake House Walk is Saturday, 
July 28th. The homes being opened for the House Walk are 
Phyllis and Dean Davis, Northside; Claudia and John Gableman, 
Southside; and Julie and Coy Jankowski, Westside. A big THANK 
YOU goes out to all these couples for their co-operation. 



SAFETY COMMITTEE QUIZ 

1. What is a P F D? 
a. Petrified Forest Deposits 
b. Personal Flotation Device 
c. Protection from Doolittle 
d. Probably from Donnell 
e. None of the above 

2. Have you checked your P F D lately? 
a. No, I have all the protection I need. 
b. Yes, and it floats fine. 
c. No, I haven't been to Donnell Lake in years! 
d. Yes, and all channels come in loud and clear. 

If you answered (b.) to both questions, congratulations. 
You know that a P F D is a Personal Flotation Device, named so 
by the U.S. Coast Guard in their infinite quest for uniformity. 

These PFD's come in 5 types - three of which apply to 
small inland lakes. Type I is the familiar orange life vest; 
type III is a flotation aid, such as ski vests or flotation 
coats; type IV are throwable devices, such as a ring or a 
cushion. All boats are required to have aboard one Coast Guard 
approved P~for each person on board. This includes canoes, 
paddle boats, row boats, etc. Check your PFD often for rips, 
tears, and holes; check the straps and buckles. There should be 
no signs of waterlogging, mildew, or shrinkage of the bouyant 
materials. 

Remember that PFD's are not babysitters - an adult should 
always be present with children. Inflatable toys and rafts 
should not be used as PFD's! 

BOATING SAFETY 

Each year approximately 50 people perish in boating 
accidents in Michigan. The vast majority of these deaths 
could be prevented simply by making yourself familiar with a 
few safety precautions. 

Most of these deaths occur when people simply fall out of 
their boat They may stand up to fight a fish, move from one 
place to another or just reach for a new lure or worm. This 
most common accident should be the easiest to control. 

It is required that each boat carry personal flotation devices · 
Qife jackets) for each person on board. Take the time to 
educate all your passengers as to their location and use. It 
would be much better, and we would advise you to wear a 
P.F.D. at all times, and insist that everyone who. boats with 
you wear one also. 

THIS WON'T_ 

'SAVE YOUR LIFE 

oa 

UNLESS YOU'RE 

WEARING IT 

There are other items that are required on certain craft such as, fire extinguisher, whistle or hom, 
lights for nighttime operation, flame arresters and ·ventilation for certain inboard and larger craft and 
those with permanently installed engines. These items are very important and are required on many 
vessels, but your personal flotation device is What saves your life when all else fails. Take the time to 
learn about it, wear it, and insist that others do the same. Remember they won't save your life unless 
you're wearing them. · 

BOATING SAFETY CLASS 

We now have 8 teens, ages 12 - 16, scheduled to take the 
boating class on Saturday, June 30th from 8 a.m. to 1 I d. 
ti~e. This_is a great opportunity to meet other BirchPL:ke ~e~~~~ 
wh~le learn~ng something at the same time! 

Grandparents may sign up their grandkids who visit on 
week~nds, too, for this FREE class offered by the Cass. co. 
Sher7f~'s Dept. Those participating will earn a safety 
cert~f~cate enabling them to drive a speedboat without an 
adult present. Call Anne Abernethy (476-2559) or Buzz 
Rasmussen (476-2021). 
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TRIATHLON UPDATE 

This year's triathlon format has been changed in hopes 
that we can put some fun into it and get a lot of Birch Lakers 
to participate. So, you do not have to be an "iron man" to 
be a part of this year's event. 

Six person relays will be the format: two swimmers, two 
bikers, and two runners. Each swimmer will swim 1/8 mile in an 
out and back course. The bike course will circle the lake with 
each biker riding 2 1/2 miles. Each runner will run approximately 
1 mile. 

Trophies will be awarded for first place in the following 
categories: 

1. Male 
2. Female 
3. Family (Mom, Dad, son, daughter, in-law, fiancee) 
4. Mixed (3 men, 3 women each performing one of the events) 
5. 12 and under 
All participants will receive a new Birch Lake shirt. If 
you want to participate but do not have a relay contact 
Dan Reynolds (476-8877) as he will be puttin' together 
teams that need additional members. . 
This should be a really fun event so start getting your 

team together now. The entry fee will be $10 per person. 

ATTENTION LADIES 

ATTENTION LADIES: Mark your calendars for Tuesday, August 7th. 
We will be having the annual Birch Lake Ladies Luncheon at 
Hickory Inn. This year, in addition to meeting old and new 
friends and eating great food, we will be treated to a fashion 
show by The Clothes Line, a new shop that just opened in 
Middlebury. 

I will have more.information for you in the next issue 
of the Birch Barker. Denny Weesner 

CAMP TANNADOONAH FUND RAISER 

Please remember Bruce and J.J. Harlan have available an 
aerial print of Birch Lake. The price is $50.00 per print 
and you may contact them at 476-9714. Thank you. 

CRITTER SIGHTINGS 

Saturday morning Jayme Rans, Westside, and friend Kelly 
Hartman unwillingly spotted a black snake with a green stripe 
down its back, racing through Parnell's hill of myrtle. 

The week before Jayme's mom, Julie, also unwillingly 
woke a sleeping Hognose Snake on her front steps. 

Submitted by: Julie Rans 
Eastern Hognose Snake: 20-45t". A stout-bodied snake with 
pointed, slightly upturned snout and wide neck. Color extremely 
variable: yellow, tan, brown, gray, or reddish with squarish 
dark blotches on back interspaced with round dark dorsolateral 
blotches. Commonly called puff, or spreading, adder or blow 
viper. Active in the daytime. Burrows deep into loose earth 
during cold winter months. When disturbed, it "hoods" its 
neck, inflates its body, hisses loudly, and strikes. It also 
rolls over and plays dead with mouth agape and tongue hanging 
out. It becomes limp and will remain "dead" when picked up; 
however, it will roll over again if placed right-side up. The 
Hognose feeds on toads and frogs. It rarely bites people. 
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BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday to JIM MITCHELL, whose birthday i·s June 24th, 
from his wife, Betty, and his family plus his many Eastside 
friends. We hope you have a great day Jim. 

REUNION 

Lorene Krueger's daughter, Phyllis Beck, is arriving this 
weekend from Peoria, Illinois. 

Other relatives from Michigan will be arriving also for 
a Culver family reunion on Sunday, June 24th. We wish them a 
great time and lovely weather. 

ROUND OF APPLAUSE 

Those Birch Barker Delivery folks are doing a great job. 
Keep up the good work! 
Southside: Cheri and Chuck LaPierre 

Janet Reynolds 
Westside: Ryan Rans 

Marge Kinner 
Cove: Loretta Drolet and helper 
Northside: Abernethy Family 

Linda Curtis 
Eastside: Jim Mitchell 

FOR SALE 

BOAT for sale - 15' fiber glass - Steury run-a-bout - Good 
condition- 1971 50 horse power Johnson motor- runs good
trailer and canvas cover included- $1,800. Call 476-8807. 

Herter Fibre glass fishing boat - $50. 
Sailboat - new sail - $100. 
Call Wednesdays or weekends - 476-2877. 

JOBE SLALOM SKI -Honeycomb -Reinforced - Excellent Condition
$85 - call Zesinger's 476-2526. 

Red/White/Blue Sailboat - blow-up pontoons on a small Catamaran 
Sailboat. Used one season, belonged to Holleman's. Make any 
offer- paid $200 for it. Call 476-2706. 

Items for sale: 
Sears thorse water pump - have the greenest lawn on Birch Lake. 
Used only 1 summer - $50 
46" Round Redwood picnic table &: 4 benches - $75 
Umbrella type clothes line - $5 
Brown foam sofa - flops out to Queen size bed - $75 
CALL - 476-2559. 

BENEFIT AUCTION 

Newberg-Porter Fire Department is having a Benefit Auction 
Saturday, June 30th at 10 a.m. at the intersection of M40 and 
M60, Jones, Michigan. They would like you to donate anything 
for this auction; old furniture, vehicles, bikes, pots and pans, 
televisions, old farm machinery, and anything possible to sell. 
The money will be used for upgrading Fire Dept. equipment. 
You can drop off items at the Newberg-Porter Fire Department on 
Saturday, June 16 & 23, from 8:30-12:00 a.m. (Michigan) or if you 
want items picked up; call any of the following numbers: 
244-5423, 244-8535, 244-8622. THANK YOU! Stop by and see the 
new Fire Engine. 
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& LOUNGE 
PICNIC AREAS AVAILABLE 

BANQUET ROOMS 
~ W!NlCR nME FIREPlACE -

Q.OSED MONDAYS 

I 616 699·7466 I 
SMilES EAST OF EDWARDSBURG, MI. 

ON U.S .• 12 
1/2 MILE NORTH ON EAGlE LAKE RD 

10 MINUTES NORTH OF ElKHART 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

Phone: 476-2272 

WE REPAIR AUTOS AND LAWNMOWERS 
MINI-MARKET 

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
8:00 AM TO 8:00 PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

** TOM * BETTY * BECKY ** 
PORTABLE WELDING AND WRECKER SERVICE 

ALUMINUM WELDING AT SHOP 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

ESTABLISHED 1950 

BIRCH LAKE PROPERTY 
The Largest Firm. We sell lake property on the 
entire network of lakes. This multiplies the amount 
of "lake" business. rather than just marketing a 
few lakes. 

Computer Mailings: Owners. Upon your listing. 
every lake property owner on your lake receives 
a "For Sale" data sheet on your cottage/home. 
The friends and relatives of your "lake" neighbors 
are most likely to purchase your lake property. 

Computer Mailings: Buyers. Upon your listing. 
all potential buyers on record also rece1ve a data 
sheet on your cottage/home. 

NINTENDO GAME RENTALS • AUDIO CASSETTE (Tapes) 
Audio/Video Hoolc·u~s 

ANTENNA SALES & SERVICE INCLUDING TOWERS 

Hours: !lam to 9pm Monday - Thursday 
!lam to 1 Opm Friday 
1 Oam to 1 Opm Saturday 
I 2 noon to 9pm Sunday 

Over 3 TI10us:md Movies (616) 445-3311 

SW Michigan Map. Almost 10.000 maps in cir· 
culation placed at the Travel Center on 1-94. This 
directs hundreds of buyers to our office. 

Lake Property Newsletters. Over 4.000 in cir· 
culation each year. generating a great amount of 
lake business. 

Independent Brokers Assoc. A buyer's referral 
organization that provides the best listing service 
to sellers. 

Classified Advertising. We advertise in several 
newspapers and publications throughout Illinois. 
Indiana. and Michigan. 

Floyd Jerden, President/Broker 
Thomas Jerden, Broker 

Sales Representative Donna Jerden 

(616) 782-58&4 
32502 M•62 West 

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

*{}he j/icko;3 .0nn 
12039 Bair Lake Street. Jones. Ml 

244-5004 
* Our Specialties * 
• Prime Rib 
• Broiled & BAA-B-QJE RIBS 

Baked Fish 
• Childrens Menu 
Open 6 days a week 11 am. to 11 pm., 

Qosed Tuesday for Banquets 
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SOUTH SIDE OF EAGLE LAKE 
EDWARDSBURG, MI 
616/699-5333 OR 
616/699-7201 

DAilY 9:00 - 5:00 
ClOSED WEDNESDAYS 

SUNDAYS 10:00 - 3:00 

* SHORE STATION HOISTS - JOHNSON MOTORS ** 
* HARRIS FlOAT & DECK BOATS ** CHAMPION BASS * 
* CHRIS CRAFT ** HURRICANE 

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 

P.O. Box !55 
Vandalia. Michigan 49095 

l1JESDAY - SAl1JRDAY 
3:30pm to II :OOpm 

SUNDAY 
12 Noon to !O:OOpm 

Closed Mond:~y 

26 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Finest Food in Michiana 
Phone: 16161 476-9606 

~ 
ALL AMERICAN 

RENTTOOWN 
920 Eon State. Street 

Cassopolis. Michipn 49031 

• TV'S • VCR'S 
• STEREOS • APPLIANCES 
• MICROWAVES • FURNITURE 
• WATER BEDS • BEDROOM SUITES 

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH 
NO CREDIT CHECK 

FAST FREE DEUVERY 

"WHERE QUAUTY AND SERVICE 
GO HAND IN HAND" 

{616} 445-51!58 
20S 

FARM BOY FRUIT & GARDEN CENTER 
21765 M60 EAST, CASSOPOliS, MICHIGAN 

616/445-8715 
HOME GROWN FRUITS * VEGETABlES IN SEASON * 
SELECTED SHRUBS * TREES * BEACH SAND * 
GREENHOUSE * NURSERY * lANDSCAPE SUPPliES * 

DIAMOND LAKE LAUNDROMAT & DRY ClEANING 

FRIENDLY FULL SERVICE LAUNDRY 
COIN-OPERATED - ATTENDANT DUTY 

PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING 
BULK OR INDIVIDUAL - OPEN 7 DAYS 
SUMMER HOURS 7:30 AM TO 9:00 PM 

SHOE REPAIR 

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM 
A BREAK TODAY. DROP OFF YOUR 

LAUNDRY. $.65/POUND 
TELEPHONE: 61.6/445-2261 

EVANS BROS . 
. BODY SHOP 

' OVer 40 Years Experience' 
24HOUR 

WRECKER SERIK:E 
FOREIGN CAR &.CORVETTES 

AUTO P~INTING • CO"PWETE BODY REPAIR 
~AOIATOR SERVICE • GLASS REPLACEMENT 

F R E E E 5 T I M A T E 5 

476-Z4+1 
South on C•lvin Center Rd. ott M-60 to 
~o~n~ville Rd. Turn E•st to •nd ot ro•d· 

You know the tirs~ Pl•c• wou co~• to. 
•• ~ou le•v~ Birch ~•ke. 

Glenyce Haggin 
Teia Blue 
Liz First 

206 N. O'Keefe 
Cassopolis, Ml 49031 

_JUST HAIR 
St\·!ing for iHen & Women 

616/445:.8400 Closed Mondays 
Evenings Available 


