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CO~Ci!ODOR'!': COHJ:.!E!TTS 

Another fine summer season is rapidly reaching its end. 

The Eoating Safety 0ommittee would like to thank everyone who 

follows the established boating rules. :our :acht Club has 

had many functions directed by 1990 Commodore Buzz Rasmussen 

who has done an outstanding job. ':le all thank you, Fuzz! 

~ope to see a large turnout for the Fall Dinner, Saturday 

August 25th at the :acht Club. 

5:30 pm Cocktails 

,\dul ts ~8. 50 

6:30 pm Buffet Dinner 

Children under 5 ::)4.00 

Bud Zesin,ger 
Commodore· 1991 

P.S. :·:ark your calendars - Spring Dinner at ;.:orris Park Country 
Club Saturday, 4-6-91. 
Ci!ens Golf Outing- Friday, 7-26-91. 

THANK YOU 

Once again a big thank you goes to Claudia Gableman for 
leading the Birch Lake Fitness Group in Aerobics this summer. 
Claudia's great personality made it bearable for all of us 
even on the hottest of days! We are looking forward to June, 
1991 Claudia! 

MEMORIAL 

Word has been received of the death of Neva Carpenter, long­
time Birch Lake resident, last week in Fort \'layne. She was 
93 years young. 

Those of us who knew her, knew also of her great love for 
this place, to which she referred in writing as "B.B.L." (short 
for Beautiful Birch Lake). B.B.L. has indeed lost a friend. 
Her Daughter Jean's address is: !1rs. Fred Taylor 

' 9209 South Goldspeer Drive 
Fort \vayne, Indiana 46804 



30ATING, SAFETY FIGURES 

A quick look at nationwide boating and boating safety facts, 
based on 1989 U.S. Coast Guard statistics: 

Estimated number of boats: 17.8 million. 
Percentage of boats under 16 feet: 52.65. 
Percentage of boats 16 to under 26 feet: 43.59. 
Percentage of boats 26 feet and over: 3.76. 
Most typical hull construction: fiberglass (53.9%). 
Host typical propulsion: outboard (more than 80%). 
Fatality rate per 100,000 boats in '89: 5. 
Fatality rate per 100,000 boats in '79: 10.1. 
Length of boat in most accidents: 16 to 26 feet. 
Length of boat in most fatalities: less than 16 feet. 
Host typical accident: collision with another boat. 
Accident most likely to cause fatalities: capslZlng. 
Most frequent cause of accidents: improper lookout. 
Most common age group of operators: 26-50. 
Month most accidents happen: July. 
Day of week with most accidents: Sunday. 
Time of day most accidents happen: 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

CRITTER SIGHTINGS 

Critter- and - a- half! "Have you ever noticed" for such 
a fit lake (even the kids do aerobics) what FAT hummingbirds we 
have? I notice when they visit our Rose of Sharon bushes, the 
big tubs can hardly stay aloft. Are we over-doing the sugar­
water? Where do they get their vitamins and minerals? \•/ould 
they be better off foraging for nectar? (Add this to your list 
of global worries). 

Submitted: Angie Lovejoy 

Sunday our yard was filled with Cedar Waxwings chasing 
"Mayflies". They are such a pretty bird. 
Description: 6t-8". Smaller than a Robin. A sleek, crested, 

brown bird with a black mask, yellow tips on the 
tail feathers, hard red wax-like tips on the 
secondary wing feathers. 

Voice: Thin lisp, tseee. 
Habitat: Open woodlands, orchards, and residential areas. 

Waxwings spend most of the year in flocks whose 
movements may be quite erratic. Hundreds will 
suddenly appear in an area to exploit a crop of 
berries, only to vanish when that crop is ex­
hausted. Since the young are fed to some extent 
on small fruits, waxwings tend to nest late in 
the summer when there is a good supply of berries. 
Adults store food for the young in their crop, a 
pouch located in their throat, and may regurgitate 
as many as thirty choke cherries, one at a time, 
into· the gaping mouths. In summer insects are 
also taken, the birds hawking for them like fly­
catchers. These social birds have the amusing 
habit of passing berries or even apple blossoms 
from one bird to the next down a long row sitting 
on a branch, until one bird eats the food. 

5 BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED 

Connie and Earl Troeger were thankful the rains held off 
over the past weekend as they celebrated 5 birthdays with their 
family and friends. Jeff and Sue with sons Christopher and 
Matthew were home from Steamboat, CO., Tom and Libby with son 
Chad were up from Indianapolis, and Dave and Christine along with 
other family and friends helped make it a memorable weekend. 
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NEW ARRIVAL 

;velcome to Victoria Jane, new daughter of Scott and Holly 
Troeger born August 11'th. Victoria joins her sister Amy 3, and 
cousins Stephanie 6, Tara 5, James 3, Ross 1, and Sam 10 months, 
to keep things lively at the Jack and Janet Troeger home. 

iJEW SKIER 

Yet another skier has been added to Birch Lake. 
result of countless tries and some raw determination, 
Carey'is now among the water-borne. Congratulations! 

VACATIONS OVER 

As a 
Christopher 

The family that probably comes the greatest distance to 
spend the summer at Birch Lake is that of i·larty (As ire) Carey 
and her children Christopher, Brett and Arisa. They'll be 
leaving here August 29th for Virginia Beach, Virginia. Hate to 
see them leave and wish them a safe journey. 

Probably soon to follow are grandparents, Jack and Evelyn 
Asire, also of Virginia Beach. 

"GLEANING" 

I found this poem last week at the Pinehurst, N.C. village 
paper. It reminds me of late summer trips and the fields 
around Birch Lake at harvest time. Angle ...• 

"Gleaning" by Linda Pastan is from the new "Journal of 
Remembrance and Discovery," Passager, published at the University 
of Baltimore: 

Driving from coast 
to coast down looped highways, 
I notice how the future 
we have been speeding towards for years 
is receding behind us. 
'lie must have crossed some boundary 

and hardly noticed; people 
we once hurried to greet 
are standing along the roadside 
waving goodbye, your grandfather 
in his ancestral cap, my mother 
holding aloft a flowered hankie. 

Still we continue on, 
the car radio playing music 
we danced to 
how many years ago? 
wnen I try to count 
I put myself to sleep. 

"Talk to me," you say, "don't 
doze off." Vle must watch for 
whatever the stubborn flesh 
still offers: the smell of hay 
sharp and sweet on the air, 
desire--that old song. 

Look out the car window. 
Hogs have been let loose 
in the stubbled field 
like heroes in disguise 
to find what grains of corn 
are left. 
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EDITOR'S CORNER 

Well folks·-- this is the last Birch Barker of 1990. 

I would like to thank all of the Dirch Barker Reporters: 
Linda Curtis, Loretta Drolet, Claudia Gableman and Janet Reynolds. 
You did a great job each week which was greatly appreciated. Also, 
thanks to all the Birch Lakers who submitted articles throughout 
the summer. The "1990" Birch Barker Deliverers: Sarah, Negan, 
CJLolly Abernethy; Loretta Drolet and Nicholas Bergan; 1-!arge Kinner; 
Lee Klappauf; Cheri LaPierre; Jim !V!itchell; Ryan Rans --you all 
did a super job. Thank You! A big THANK YOU to Linda Rasmussen 
who took the Barker to the Printers and picked it up each week. 

Last but certainly not least - thank you - to Bud and Brad 
for putting up with me on typing day! 

Have a great Labor Day Weekend! Think "SUN"! 

Barb Zesinger, Editor 

50th ':IEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

'cVilliam and !·laxine Curtis, parents of Terry (Eastside) are 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary this weekend with 
family and friends. CONGRATUlATIONS. 

?OR SALE 

~or sale: 2 twin size box springs - like new - S10 each. 
Cushions for 2 Redwood chairs and 1 love seat - $15. 
Phone 476-9688. 

For sale: 16 ft. Hobie Cat with Tijuana Sunrise sales, mooring 
rack, trapeze. S1800. 
Call 476-2418, or (219)272-6683, or see at Troegers -
62982 Birch Road. 
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PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

l ase ..... kl-~..; ... .,. DINNERS WITH 

. IT:~~~~IR 
• SEAFOOD • 

EAGLE 1M£ 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

PICNIC AREAS AVAILABLE 
BANQUET ROOMS 

~ Vo/INTER TIME FIREPLACE [;II 
Q.OSCO MONDAYS 

I 616 699-7466 I 
S MILES EAST OF EDWARDSBURG, MI. 

ON 'u.s. ~ 12 
lf2 MILE NORTH ON EAGLE LAKE RO 

10 MINUTES NORTH OF ELKHART 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

Phone: 476-2272 

WE REPAIR AUTOS AND LAWNMOWERS 

MINI-MARKET 

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
8:00 AM TO 8:00 PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

** TOM * BETTY * BECKY ** 
PORTABLE WELDING AND WRECKER SERVICE 

ALUMINUM WELDING AT SHOP 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

-.ba moe,.no•n• tlrolCers 
auocJc::::on 

ESTABUSHED 1950 

BIRCH LAKE PROPERTY 
The Largest Firm. We sell lake property on the 
entire network of lakes. This multiplies the amount 
of "lake" business. rather than j-ust marketing a 
few lakes. 

Computer Mailings: Owners. Upon your listing. 
every lake property owner on your lake receives 
a "For Sale·· data sheet on your cottage/home. 
The friends ana relatives oi your ··lake·· neighbors 
are most likelv to purchase your lake property 

Computer Mailings: Buyers. Upon your listing. 
ail potential buyers on record also rece1ve a data 
sheet on your cottage/home. 

NINTENOO GAME RENTALS • AUDIO CASSETTE (Tapes) 

Audio/Video Hook-ups 

ANTENNA SALES & SERVICE INCLUDING TOWERS 

... ... 

Hours: I lam to 9pm Monday - Thursday 
!lam to !Opm Friday 
I Oam to 1 Opm Saturday 
12 noon to 9pm Sund:ay 

. . . . ........... -- ...... . 
··········------····· 

~Movie Center 
22080 _., EAST 

CASSOPOLIS. MIDUGAN 4903f 

Over 3 l110us:md Movies f6161 44"-""'' 

SW Michigan Map. Almost 10.000 maps in cir­
culation placed at the Travel Center on 1-94. This 
directs hundreds of buyers to our office. 

Lake Property Newsletters. Over 4.000 in cir­
culation each year. generating a great amount of 
lake business. 

Independent Brokers Assoc. A buyer's referral 
organization that prov1des the best listing service 
to sellers. 

Classified Advertising. We advertise in several 
newspapers and publications throughout Illinois. 
Indiana. and Michigan. 

Floyd Jerdon. President/Broker 
Thomas Jerdon, Broker 

Sales Representative Donna Jerden 

(616) 782-5864 
32S02 M-62 Wast 

Dowagiac. Michigan 49047 

1t;Jhe jilck~ .0nn 
12039 Boir Lake street. Jones. Ml 

244-5004 
* Our Specialties * 
• Prime Rib 
• Broiled & B.AR-8-QJE RIBS 

Baked Fish 
• Childrens Menu 
Open 6 days a week 11 am. to 11-pm., · 

Qosed Tuesday for BanquetS 



601 Hoffman St.- Northeast corner Hoffman & US-131 

Ph. 616/279a5144 Three Rivers. Ml 
OPEN: Luncneon-Monoav tnru FrlClay 

Dl nner~Monaav tnru Saturday 
Luncneon ~ sUnoay 

11:30 am to 2:00 om 
5:00 om to 10:00 om 

12:00 om to 3:00 om 

5htimn.. 6c~ '"" • ~Qibmmon. 
~ .. -~·-·­-----~ ... OII.I»!!<<r-. 

6eafoob 
~8truOd 
.:..u...- .......... nll .... - .. 

:.-:..::..:. ~-~-~-~: Sl4.95 

r .... --.. .... -. .................. SJ2.95 
• f.i;bt 'ilottion . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . $8.95 

ILll!LWcttt !llio.Htl)t 'Pike 9JltW'Iitre 
'41ooo ....... ~l4dlo--.-- -,........ ................................... Sl2.9~ 

~ ~eer 8btitlm 
---...-·--.... S9.95 
.c.m_ "Pm:b WiUtU "'-"""'·-,.. .. -.. ....... -.... '- .................................... SJ2.95 

a £.i;&t ~Portion .......... S1.95 "'rnifeh IJ?ortbern :ffljrbjqqn "!lbitcfifb 

~~rctb£.cqf 
SU~Mnlnne £11.50 

• !!ig!Jt ~Portion • • • . . . . . . • • . . . . S8.95 ....... --~~ .......... :m-""'" 
~db '»ntrr ';)loci" f..obfttt '!ail ,.. ..... -.--~- ...... ~~ ~rl)iltb 'Petite ~ilrl!mio.non ....• , .. SS.SO 

~--......_~ 

: !'!.amb~boM.~------• 
_ -;12.00 ,_;16.95 :~rwu::.so 

~eCII !D'lebc.llion'f 'l'n ..... .,.,, ___ oiiOofol~ I 

• • 
- Jl .... .,.....~:m- .. 
~-- ............................. SI4.SO 1 

• ~ :"Roe~ttXIucktltold>-::bi"-'"- .... S14.2S ~m-bccaeb Onare 9libt 1 

" _..,..,..sJO.SO mu,..SI3.95 1 

• \!bef't q:)afta bu aour !8nrifeb q::lork f£boD • • 
' 

·---· -===---·-- ...... Sl3.95 ~ 
' 
" .,_ 

IJ.l.6.:D.Jf [f)oice ~eei 

I 
I 

<~Prime 9lib 5t:u..C"htt __ ..._.,......__ tfjld:91lic;non. -·- ..... . .. SIS.ZS 

" ... 114.25 
6ttci: c.u q:loivre 
; .. -.n.. - ...... -· ~·-

fMfto£11.50 

9ltm iijork 6tritl Otcak '"------..... 
-·-·------ ........ Sl3.50 

...... Sl4.95 Gc.utttb ~cd Sii~ --- ...... - ... ----............................... . '!en 6iricin 
10 ... 111.95 304· 110.50 

*'J'~ eed 9<abob 
::..:...~: .. ~.~---'::."'~-...,.---'-~""'·95:::_ __ - __ .. _ ... _. _ ................ . 

!·---' 
'j au 6iric in 
~04--lftllM--.---!t-. 

S9.9S 

S7.95 

~----·- s:~ 
~------ ~ 
---- 11~ 

~oncltH '-ibickm 'ilre!Hitf ____ .,.__'"- ........ Sll.95 

~i::'.,._, ... _.._. .. S9.9S 
• !!il!bt "Pornan . . . • . . . • • . • . . • . 36.95 

~ of '-ibickm • .l!iQbt 'i)ortian 

-----·--~-1>oot-~w- ..... S7.95 

SOUTH SIDE OF EAGLE LAKE 
EDWARDSBURG, MI 
616/699-5333 OR 
616/699-7201 

DAILY 9:00 - 5:00 
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS 

SUNDAYS 10:00 - 3:00 

* SHORE STATION HOISTS ** JOHNSON MOTORS ** 
* HARRIS FLOAT & DECK BOATS ** CHAMPION BASS * 
* CHRIS CRAFT ** HURRICANE 

RESTAURANT ANO lOUNGE 

P.O. Box ISS 
Vandalia. Michigan 49095 

TIJESDAY - SATIJRDAY 
3:30pm to II :OOpm 

SUNDAY 
12 Noon to !O:OOpm 

Closed Mond:ly 

26 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Finest Food in Michiana 
Phone: (616) 476-9606 

~ 
ALL AMERICAN 

• TV'S 

RENT TO OWN 
9ZO East State Street 

Cassopolis. Michigan 49031 

• STEREOS 

• VCR'S 
• APPLIANCES 

• FURNITURE 
BEDROOM SUITES 

• MICROWAVES 
• WATER BEDS • 

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH 
NO CREDIT CHECK 

FAST FREE DELIVERY 

"WHERE. QUALITY AND SERVICE. 
GO HAND IN HAND" 

(616) 445-5158 

FARM BOY FRUIT & GARDEN CENTER 
21765 M60 EAST, CASSOPOLIS, MICHIGAN 

616/445-8715 
HOME GROWN FRUITS * VEGETABLES IN SEASON * 
SELECTED SHRUBS * TREES * BEACH SAND * 
GREENHOUSE * NURSERY * LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES * 

DIAMOND LAKE LAUNDROMAT & DRY CLEANING 

FRIENDLY FULL SERVICE LAUNDRY 
COIN-OPERATED - ATTENDANT DUTY 

PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING 
BULK OR INDIVIDUAL - OPEN 7 DAYS 
SUMMER HOURS 7:30 AM TO 9:00 PM 

SHOE REPAIR 

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM 
A BREAK TODAY. DROP OFF YOUR 

LAUNDRY. $.65/POUND 

TELEPHONE: 616/445-2261 

EVANS BROS . 
. BODY SHOP 

'Over 40 Years Experience' 
24HOUR 

WRECKER SEFM:JE 
~OP.ElGN CAR &-CORV~S 

AUTO PAINTING • COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
RAOIATOR SERVICE • GLASS REPLACEMENT 

F R E E E S T I N A T E S 

476-24+1 
Sourn on C•Ivin Center Rd. oTt M-60 to 

&r-o~. .. msvllle Rd. Turn E.ilat: to •nd of ro.ad. 
Vou know t~e first Pl•ea wou com• to. 

as ~ou le•v~ Birch ~•ke. 

Glenyce Haggin 
Teia Blue 
Liz First 

206 N. O'Keefe 
Cassopolis, MI 49031 

_JUST HAIR 
St1-'!ing for Men & Women 

616/445~8400 Closed Mondays 
Evenings Available 


