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Watch for swim:ners, bikers, and runners Saturday morning. The annual 

Birch Lake Triathlon will be starting at 9:00a.m. (IN) in front of Reynolds'. 

(South shore) Good luck to all participants! 

The Birch Lake Corn & Sausage Roast will be starting at 5:30p.m. (IN) 

at the Yacht Club. Please plan to attend and bring your guests. This is 

one of the Yacht Club's largest fund raisers of the year. (See following 

article.) 

Many thanks to Tern and Julie Nagy for their donation of 4 Stereo speakers 

to be used in the Yacht Club. Also, new industrial size eve troughs have 

been installed at the Yacht Club, a donation by a good friend of our club. 

The marine Sheriff visited our lake last SU!'.day. He was checking safety 

equipnent, boat registrations, and fishing licenses. 

Can you believe - Fall Dinner tickets are being printed this .week •••• 

Have a safe and fun weekend! See you at the Corn & Sausage Roast •••• 

Bud Zesinger, Corrmodore 1991 

AUGUST "1991 " EVENTS 

Mon., Wed., Fri. - Step aerobics - 9:00am(IN) at BLYC 

Aug. 10th (Sat.) - Triathlon - 9:00am(IN) 

Aug. 10th (Sat.) - Corn & Sausage Roast - 5:30j:Xtl( IN) 

Aug. 18th (Sun.) - Kid's Party - 1:30 to 3:30j:Xtl(IN) at BLYC 

Aug. 21st (Wed.) - Last day of Step aerobics "1991" 

Aug. 24th (Sat.) - Fall Dinner - 5:30j:(tl(IN) Cocktails 



CORN & SAUSAGE ROAST ---
Don't forget to extend the fun from the Triathlon and attend 

the Birch Lake Yacht Club's Annual Corn & Sausage Roast. As 

usual Bullard Farms has graciously donated their scrumptious 

sweet corn for our delectable delight. Add to that mouth 

watering sausage with savory baked beans, potato salad, rye 

bread, beer, etc.! Add to this stimulating conversation, 

confabulation, interlocution, i.e. chitchat - in the Yacht Club's 

new renovated decor. Must we go on! All this for only $5.50 

for adults and $3.00 for children 5 and under. Time: 

5:30p.m.(IN). See you there! 

BIRCH LAKE 1991 DIRECTORY 

Please check your personal information in the new Directory. 

If the information is incorrect, print the correct information 

on a piece of paper and give it to: 

Mike or Katha Machalleck (476-2642) 

14874 Birch Lakeshore Drive 

or 

Bud or Barb Zesinger 

63184 Birch Road 

(476-2526) 

Look for all corrections in ISSUE: 12! 

KID'S PARTY 

Have you filled out the form for the party? Please do 

as soon as possible to let Pam Mullin (#8820) and Claudia 

Gableman (#2132) know how many children to plan on. They would 

like to have this information by Thursday, Aug. 15th. 

Lot's of fun things are being planned so they are hoping 

to have a good attendance at the Kid's Party. 

COLES FAMILY 

After a busy summer at the farm, family reunion at Lake 

James, summer school and Cass County Fair there is hope for 

a few days at Birch Lake. 

Jeni showed her horse, Misty, at the fair and had a most 

successful year. She received a Grand Champion in showmanship 

and several first places. Fun was had by all, even Mom. 

THE BIG 50! 

The children of Deanna Coles (West side) would like everyone 

to know that Deanna Turned 50 on Sunday, August 4th! She thinks 

that we are going to keep this quiet. Surprise, Mom, and HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! Lisa, Eric, Jeni 

21st BIRTHDAY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Chip Olson who turns 21 on August 11th! 
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CALIFORNIA VISITORS 

Tony and Sheryl George (West side) will be entertaining 

Dan George, Venice Beach, California and Everett Dittman, 

Alameta, California. 

Everett keeps Uncle Tony quite busy during his visits at 

Birch Lake! 

Welcome - hope you have a great time! 

PENNSYLVANIA VISITORS 

Bill and Letitia Hayden (West side) had Gene and Ginny 

Root of Pennsylvania as weekend guests August 3rd. It sounds 

like they had an exciting time! 

CATAMARAN CATASTROPHE 

Last Sunday, August 4th, a retired captain of the 

Confederate Navy and his cabin boy boldly took sail on the 

deceptively calm waters of Birch Lake. 

The cabin boy took his place up in the "Crew's Nest". 

Unfortunately he left his barometer on shore. He thus was 

unaware of the rapid drop occurring of the atmospheric pressure. 

The waves, 12 to 15 feet, had the crew headed for Davey Jones 

locker. 

What follows is sketchy and lacks continuity and is one

sided. The Maritime office of Lloyd's of London (like most 

insurers) insisted that after the deductibles they would not 

expect to make any payments. 

Anyway, the bedraggled crew made shore. By the time they 

reached the Cove, the foot blistered feet of the captain, A.K.A. 

Bill Hayden and his cabin boy, Gene Root from Philadelphia were 

further upset on learning of a bloody brawl over who had salvage 

rights. 

Your reporter suggests that if any readers wish further 

details check the next issue of the "Enquirer" in Harding's 

Market. The fully clothed captain will be explaining his version 

of this maritime mystery. 

Perhaps the next issue of the Cassopolis "Vigilant" might 

have something after the C.I.A. closes the whole affair as 

"classified" until there will be a democratic administration. 

Submitted by John Drolet. 

TEXAS WEEKEND 

Howard and Beth Blackwood (Cove) spent the weekend in 

Austin, Texas visiting their son, Tim. Tim starred in a play 

which Dad and Mom came to applaud. 

SAVE THE EARTH * RECYCLE 
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HAPPY SUMMER DAYS WILL SOON BE OVER 

This was the last full week of summer fun at Birch Lake 

for Bob and Gertie Temple's four grandsons. Peter (6) and Robert 

(18 mo.) Lovato will be leaving (after six weeks) for Dallas, 

Texas with their mom, Gerry. While here, Peter has ridden over 

100 miles on his bicycle around the lake! --guess that means 

mommy has too! Robert has become quite the daring athlete. 

To his accomplishments he has added 3 stitches after a plunge 

in the sandbox as well as a slippery head-first crash into Birch 

Lake 

them 

it was a 10 point headstand! Their dad, Pete, has missed 

but not the Birch Lake Golf Outing! He hasn't missed 

one since 1978! 

Scott (9) and Brett (6) Sortal and their mom, Jan, are 

sad to see summer come to an end, too ••• but what a summer it 

has been! Scott is the goalie on the Illinois Selects All-Star 

Hockey Team. They won the championship in Illinois as well 

as in Ottowa, Canada. Scott ("The Glove") was undefeated the 

entire season, with 7 shutouts! Brett learned to water ski. 

He got up the first day and went all the way around the lake 

without falling -- grinning from ear to ear! 

Playing catch and Kickball by the lake are coming to an 

end for this summer. It will take the grass -- not to mention 

Grandma and Grandpa and their camera, -- at least until fall 

to recover! And those little blue gills caught off the end 

of the pier will now have a chance to get really big by next 

year. 

Oh - and let's not forget the "ever-bearing" strawberry 

patch -- maybe next summer Robert will have learned the 

difference between red (ripe) and green! 

We'll all miss you Birch Lake -- until next summer ••• 

Submitted by Jan 

ROBBERY 

Did you know that Tom's Garage was broken into the night 

of August 1st? Yes - fortunately nothing was taken. 

FALL DINNER 

When: Saturday, August 24, 1991 

Where: Birch Lake Yacht Club 

Time: Cocktails - 5:30 p.m. (IN) 

Buffet Dinner - 6:30 p.m. 

Cost: $8.50 per Adult 

Please purchase your tickets in advance. We need to tell the 

caterers how many people to serve. You may call to reserve 

tickets. 

John & Claudia Gableman 

Bud & Barb Zesinger 
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For sale: 

For sale: 

For sale: 

FOR SALE -----
16' Hobie Cat - $1600. See at Troegers - 62982 

Birch Rd. on North shore. 

Portacrib - $25.00 

Kinners - #2420 

16' Catamaran- new tarp- good sails -very fast 

$1,000.00- call #476-2183 

BIRCH BARKER REPORTERS 

North - Linda Curtis - 476-2431 

Cove - Loretta & John Drolet - 476-2706 

West - Linda & Buzz Rasmussen - 476-2021 

South - Janet Reynolds - 476-8877 

East - Helen & Bernie Weesner- 476-2134 

Editor - Barbara Zesinger - 476-2526 
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PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

rli'Rl-=,"WE'RE THE ONES TO CALL" 'Member 

~ (616) 663-8538 Eiki 

* WE'RE SOLD ON BIRCH LAKE 

* OUR AGENTS HAVE SOLD SEVERAL 
PROPERTIES ON BIRCH 

* WE CO-OPERATE WITH OTHER AGENTS 

* ADDITIONS 

* NEW HOMES 

* WE DESIGN AND 
BUILD SINCE 
1959 

264-9631 

401 W. BRlSTOL 
ELKHART. IND!o'.NA 46514 

WE ARE 
LICENSED IN 

MICHIGA~~ 

WEARE~' 

BUILDERS 

Creative Landscape Designs &W 
CONSTRUCTION • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • CUSTOM DECKS 

• DESIGN & INSTAllATION • RETAINING WAllS 
• DEGREED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

FREE LANDSCAPE 
CONSULTATION 

(616) 699-7526 

21405 us 12 E. 
EDWARDSBURG, MI 

IHORPE'S MARINE~ERVICE:· ,, . 
. - . . . .. . . . . '· .. 

'MQBILE..:SERVICE . · CASSOPOUS, Ml 49031 

_:;~ 
..Johnson 

SEA-HORSE 

SHORE STATIONS & PIERS 
MARINE HARDWARE & PAINT . 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE/SERVICE 

OMC&MERC 
STERN DRIVE 

EVInRUDEE· ....... ~ 
TOM THORPE ·. (616} 445-3176 

I..IVE· 
ENTERTAJN~NT 

NEW 
·OWNERS 
• STEAK • 

• SEAFOOD • 

BANQUET ROOMS 
~ WINTER TIME FIREPLACE [Aiiiii;1 

Q.OSEDMONDAYS ~ 

I 616 699·7466 I 

· · Remodeling • Electrical • Plumbing 
New Homes • Sprinkler Systems 

Roofing • Decking 

CAM WEAVER 
51081 TWILIGHT DR. 

ELKHART, INDIANA 46514 
219-262-2022 

<UII<f!!& !?Roraf 
t60J~ 
~&&. j£ff f.90S1 

{i(J~ fl'hoae. - 446 -24.fjS 

~ -=-· 
The feeling new ends.· 

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL OF DIAMOND LAKE AREA 
With Minimum order of $12.50 

Weekly Fresh Flowers Speciars throughout the Summer 

LARGE VARIETY OF BLOOMING PLANTS AND TERRARIUMS 

WE SPECIALIZE IN WEDDINGS & PARTY FLOWERS 
Beautiful Silk Arrangments-Ready made or made to order 

() 
PLANTERS & DISH GARDENS PERFECT FOR GIFT£ 

·= 
LLOON BOUQUETS 
~ o( M.ylan 10 

- fro:~m £. ~ C»oa 
•>~' IOIIO:X 

SOUTH SIDE OF EAGLE LAKE 
EDWARDSBURG, MI 

616/699-5333 OR 616/699-7201 
OPEN 8:30-5:00 MON-SAT CLOSED SUNDAYS 

SMILES EAST OF EDWARDSBURG, MI. 
ON U.S .• 12 

1h MILE NORTH ON EAGLE LAKE RD 
10 MINUTES NORTH OF ELKHART 

LCMC: FISHING BOATS "' Sl-DRE STATION HOISTS * JOHNSON MJTORS * KARRIS 
FLOAT & . DECK BOATS ., (}lAW ION BftSS * EBBTIOE/SUNBIRD * f,QJA PATIO 
SflN PAN & SVffl'\-!A.TI I< PCNTCO'JS 
SERVICE: FORCE/YA'I!hl., JOHNSON, CM;, VOLVO & ~'ERCRUISER 



601 Hoffman St.- Northeast comer Hottman & US-131 

Ph. 616/279-5144 Three Rivers. Ml 
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, - ,_ .... -~ .. --............................. S\4.50! 
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¢heft q)afta bu ~'""' ~cpon:~ ·--- =---·--...... Sl!l.95 ~ 
~.U..--1«--- ' ' 

'u- w- tl.I<Mt' u.a-r 1ll,.... t:~- ~ u- ~ tl1ulln- ~ 

'U.6.:D.S! <£{Joice ~eei 
~ 9lib Stldu• ~ld!DHQnoll. -·-............ Sl.S.ZS _.._ .......... _ 
'11-114.%5 
:l1cm ~ari:: am. ~W "'---·-····· 

6tcU IU i)oi\m: l•-------·-••---- .......... S\3.50 
o.-Sll.50 

.. S\4.95 Oared ~ 5li'" 
J~D 6irioUt 
1a., . .stt.SS .... ato.so 
"1' ttftiUi 2Xtf 9<abob 

::.:..~: .. ~. ~- S6.95 

---·-··--- ................................ . S9.9S 

'J'O'I6irlDin 

~ ... -------- .................... . S1.95 

I•--_, a.-----·- u.c 
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• PERSONALIZED DESIGNS 
• PROFESSIONAL INSTAllATIONS 
• LANDSCiiPE REMODEUNG 
• TREE AND SHRUB PLANTINGS 
• HYDROSEEDING 
• RETAINING WALLS 
• BRICK AND PATIO DESIGNS 
• 5 ACRE GARDEN CENTER 

• l'fiSPons/V. •nd courteous_ 

DIAMOND LAKE LAUNDROMAT & DRY CLEANING 

FRIENDLY FULL SERVICE LAUNDRY 
COIN-OPERATED - ATTENDANT DUTY 

PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING 
BULK OR INDIVIDUAL - OPEN 7 DAYS 
SUMMER HOURS 7:30 AM TO 9:00 PM 

SHOE Rf:'PAIR 

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM 
A BREAK TODAY. DROP OFF YOUR 

LAUNDRY. $.65/POUND 
TELEPHONE: 616/445-2261 

{/))gfand~a!rifle 
:Mishawaka.::Eikhart 

SWEETwATER'1811 
w/26 hp Yam8ha 
Regular $6;486.00 

Sale $6.296.00 

Sea Us For· The Best Deals on 
Evinrude Motors 
.San-Pan Pontoons 
.Aqua-Patio Pontoons 
Sweetwater· Pontoons 
Sun Chaser Deck-Boar~ 
Shoreland'r· Trailers 
Trailmaster Trailers 
Full Line nf Boat Accessor ie~ 

Boat Slip Rent~ I 
Storage 
Sea-Nymoh 

·Dynasty 
Sea Ryder Paddleboats 
Shore Station Hoist 
Connelly Skis 
Dyna-Trek Bass Boats 

U'e ';?laue U'w ~ 1kdlll 
Service - Sales - Parts 

HURRICANE 

We Make Service Calls PIERS 

3931A E. Jackson Blvd. 
Elkhart. Indiana 46516 

(219) 295·7632 

13100 E. Jefferson 
Mishawaka. Indiana 46545 

(219) 259-1510 
(219) 674-5687 

MISS THE BOAT! 

CARRY-'OUT FOODS 

P.O. Box 155 
Vandalia. Michigan 49095 

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 
3:30pm to II :OOpm 

SUNDAY 
12 Noon to !O:OOpm 

Oosed Monday 

28 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Finest Food in Michiana 
Phone: 476-9606 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

Phone: 476-2272 

WE REPAIR AUTOS AND LAWNMOWERS 

MINI-MARKET 

8:00 AM TO 7:30 PM SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
8:00 AM TO 8:00 PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

** TOM * BETTY * BECKY ** 
PORTABLE WELDING AND WRECKER SERVICE 

ALUMINUM WELDING AT SHOP 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 



----------t!Bender Mold lit Machine, 

RIVIERA CRUISER PON'IOONS 

REPAIR - Johnson - Evinrude 

Chrysler - OMC 

HOURS - Man. 12:00 - 7:30 

Tues. - Fri. 9:00 - 7:30 

Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 

Sun. 9:00 2:00 

BONNIE & CLYDE'S 

Re.staurant & Lounge 

M-60 East Cassopolis, MI 

Jeanne Wilkerson 

"CATERING" 
Our 

Specialty 

445-8138 

Phyllis Tiller 

55900 Hoo•i•r A-nue 
Ml•h•w•k•, IN 46545·5198 

Phon• (219} 255-5176 

AND 

LET THE SUN SHINE!!! 

Bender Plastics, Inc. 
55900 Hoo•ler Av•nue · 

Ml•hawaka, IN 46545·5198 
Phone (219) 255·5350 

PARK SHORE MARINA cd .... 
~:;c;;e ~,. 

Sales-Service 
21945 M-60 

CassoportS, Ml49031 

616-445·31 00 

Rentals 
22230 Maple Street 

Cassopolis, M149031 

616-445~3383 

When you're ready to ~ell your lake property, we make it easy to 
find buyers because we're the specialists in Southwest Michigan. 
Serving over 50 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection of 

lake property buyers generated by our exclusive marketing 
program. As a member of Vacation Properties Network, you're actually listing with a 
network of real estate offices nationwide. We can match your property with buyers 
from all over the country and we have advertising exposure in major cities across the 
United States. 
So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling in the buyers! .U.. 

ESTABLISHED 1950 
32502 M-62 West. Dowagiac. Michigan 49047 (616) 782-5864 
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South On Calvin Center Road OffM.ciO To Brownsville Road ·Tum East To Eod Of Road 

"Quality Work At Reasonable Prices" 

"The Chalet" 
SLOPESIDE DINING & LOUNGE 

Adventures in Eating 
Enjoy din1ng or trs finesr. We 
toke pride in our excellent CUI· 
Sine ond delighrlul ormosphere. 

OP1~N 

Wednesday - Saturday 
5 p.m. - 11 p.m. 

Sunday 
12 Noon - 8 p.m. 

No Reservations Needed 

(Closed Monday .oml Tuc::>dtly) 

Bud Zesinger 

WE INVITE YOU 
TO BROWZE THROUGH 
OUR DELIGHTFUL NEW 
DISPLAY OF COUNTRY 
CRAFTS. 

.. Outside Deck Wilh Spectacular Vlew 
• Full Menu Take-Out Available 

• Family Atmosphere 
" Children's Menu 

• Cocktails 

President's Award Winner 

ClJSTCM DESIGNED O::>RRUGATED BOXES 

atone Container Corporation 

Corrugated Container Division 

P.O. Box 570 
1925 S!one'Court 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 

219 259-7881 
Fax 219 259-7898 

12039 Bair Lake Street. Jones. Ml 

244-5004 
* Our Specialties * 
• Prime Rib 
• Broiled & BAA~ RIBS 

Baked Fish 
• Childrens Menu 
Open 6 days a week 11 am. to 11 pm.. 

Closed Tuesdav for Banouets 

New! Swiss Valley Senior Diner Club! 

JONES, MICHIGAN 49061 

• WEEKLY SPECIALS • 
• SUNDAY SPECIALS• 

Call Us Aboul 
Special Luncheons 

Banquets 

PH. (616) 244·5635 

"D. "nn" ... :IJIJ". senlng Michiana 
·p~U'Wfl Since 1946 

c COMFORT SYSTEMS J 
• 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ('ijttt'j". 

GAS & ELECTRIC-HEAT PUMPS 
SALES & SERVICE 

.~&'.c .I 233·940 1 I 
TRANE 2408 MISHAWAKA AV 

Financing 
Arrang•d 

Dally BAM .. 5PM 

111 WEST RAILROAD STREET 
P.O. BOX 388 

DOWAGIAC, Ml 49047 
616-782-8646 

FAX 616-782-7674 



FARM BOY MARKET 
complete garden center, nursery & gree~houses 

Located on M-60 East Cassopolis 445-8715 

CHEESE! 
50 VARIETIES OF CHEESE! 

OPEN DAILY 
APRIL-AUGUST 

8 to 8 

We Specialize in 
Hanging Baskets 

QUALITY GROWERS OF GERANIUMS & 
HANGING BASKETS 

HOMEGROWN . ASK ANYONE! 

McintoSh Apples 
Bartlett PeatS 
Freestone Peaches 
Stanley Plums 
Tomatoes 

Green Beans 
Broccoli 
Acorn Squash 
Butternut Squash 
Sweet Potato Squash 
Spaghetti Squash 
Asparagps 

FALL MUMS 
MANY COLORS 

FARM BOY 
LANDSCAPING 

NEED HELP WITH THE YARD! 
Sweet Corn 
Cantaloupes 

Mowing, LandscaDing~ Leaf Removal, 
~"'-.~ Sod. Sand. Stones. Railroad Ties & 

-

Umestone 

D & M Canvas & Upholstery 
Custom Designed: 

• Boat Covers Complete Upholstery For: 
• Boat Tops • Boats 
• Pontoon Tops • Trucks 
• Pontoon Seat Covers • Automobiles 
• Pontoon Full Storage Covers • R.V.'s 
• Golf Cart Tops • Lawn Furniture Cushions 
• Air Conditioner Covers • Pontoon Re-decking 
• General Sewing Repairs • Carpet Installation 

If we can be of service to you, please call 

•• Pv~t\llii'!\\BitRick· uri&·neiiv:erv•.•·······. 
~.,_,g:~:J1~:0Nsk.%h\;~~4:c:::~:..,,:::;": .. ·_=,7:~:··_:-.. ~~->:·,.- .-'.< .. -:_>",.:: -:·- .. ::.: ... .--.:.<-::.- .. ' >J~:-:::~:- ;- · ,_ 

616-244-5307 
Fast 

.4, Service 
Thank You, 

Mark & Dawn Bidelman }'- ·"' ·~vr 12291 Bidelman Rd. • Three Rivers, MI 49093 

• 
• 

IT'S THE PITTS. 
UNION MICH. 

RESTAURANT & BAR 
FAMOUS STEAKS-CHICKEN
FISH-PIZZA-SANDWICHES 
AND OUR PITTSBURGER 

616/641-9510 

YOUR HOSTS 
BARB & HAROLD BINGAMAN 

-

I 

920 F .. st Stllte Street Over 3 Thousand Movie~ 
(616)445-3311 

m ... lllil!lll!illllllllo,. 
}!~Movie Centei'. 

"-

MOVIE RENTAl.. _./ 
VCR • TV • STEREO 

SAt.ES 

NINID£0 <W-E R£NTIV.S * AUJIO CASSETTE (TN'ES) 

AUJIO/V HEl HXI<-tPS 

C!M'LETE WE 1V NliEl'H'\5 ''TCW:R" * 1£ INST!U 

lfOtTHS• lOam tc 9pm Monday • Thursdny 
lOam to l Oprn Friday 
1 Onm to 1 Opm Saturday 
12 noon to 9pm Su1Himy 


