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COMMODORE'S CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

Dear Birch Lake, 

Though there will be one more issue of the Barker, this space will be Scott's next 

week. 

This has been a summer I'm not likely to forget, nor would I want to. Filled with a 

variety of arrangements, countless errands and endless treks to the yacht club, I feel I've 

earned a PhD is Birch Lake lore. 

In my first Commodore's Comments I said that Birch Lake has been dear to me 

since I was a small child and that serving it in this capacity is my way of giving something 

in return. It certainly won't end with my term of office, although I'm going to do some 

serious kicking back for awhile! 

Of those who've worked alongside me, the list is long. One person in particular 

deserves special recognition. Bruce Wagner has done everything from "rum running" to 

scrubbing rest rooms and a myriad of tasks in between. This has been a partnership and I 

thank you profusely dear partner. 

Orchids, also, to our editor, Phyllis Davis and Phyllis, you'd better print this! She 

has consistently produced a fine newsletter. Many of you have expressed appreciation of 

her efforts and professionalism. We are grateful, Madame Editor. 

We are fortunate to have Scott Troeger taking over the helm (forgive the cliche'; I 

just couldn't resist!) Give him your excellent support. 

It has been my pleasure to be your commodore. Thank you, all and God bless you. 

Sue 



HEAR YE .... HEAR YE .... HEAR YE 

There will be a Town Meeting for homeowners on Saturday, August 
24, 1996 at 9:30 a.m. (IN) at the Birch Lake Yacht Club. The purpose is to 
discuss the possibility of organizing a Birch Lake Homeowners Association. 

We have an effective Birch Lake Yacht Club that handles all the social 
functions on the lake. At the recent directors' meeting the need for an 
organization to handle issues other than social was discussed. It was agreed 
that the proposal should be presented to the property owners for 
consideration. 

The functions of the homeowners association may be as follows; 
however it should be pointed out that the board of directors of the association 
may add to or delete from this list. 

1. Review and report on tax issues that affect lake property 
owners. 

2. Attend Porter Township board meetings and report on anything 
at affects our community. Also attend Park and Road Commission and 
County Commissioners meetings, when appropriate. 

3. Be involved in the sale of public land, such as parks. 

4. Determine rules and regulations for the public access site. 

5. Address issues at proper govermnentallevels that protect the 
value of property and the best interests of the lake. 

6. Communicate with law enforcement agencies regarding 
problems that affect property owners. 

7. Promote the renewal offish population. 

8. Preserve the scenic beauty of the lake. 

9. Promote water safety. 

We hope you will attend and express your feelings. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(All times given are Indiana) 

Aug. 24 
Aug. 24 
Aug. 31 
Sept. I 
Sept. !4 

Cass County Police Pancake Breakfast 6-10:30 
Town Hall Meeting 9:30 a.m. & BL YC 
Fall Dinner 
Aerobics & Luncheon 
Directors' Meeting 

Menu for the fall dinner: chicken breasts, roast beef au jus, salad, noodles, green beans 
almondine, rolls, coffee, iced tea and cake. Cock:tails 5:30- Dinner at 6:00. No walk-ins. 
Reservation and payment due August 26th. 

AEROBICS LUNCHEON CHANGES TIME! 
The Aerobics Luncheon has been changed to Sunday, September first. We will 

workout at the yacht club at I 0:00a.m. (IN time) and have the luncheon at Claudia 
Gableman's house at 11:30. Anyone who has been to aerobics even once is invited. Call 
Claudia at #2132 ifyou are coming. 

SAILING RESULTS 8/18/96 
Sailors know when mid-August has arrived. The wind starts to pick up, however 

slightly. Which means cold, sharp wind-driven snow with -20 degree wind chill factors 
can't be far behind. 

MC's RaQ~ 1 RaQ~ 2 Sunfish RaQe 1 
Cranmer 2 ' King ' _, _, 
D. Harman 3 Olson 2 
T. Troeger I 2 S. Troeger I 

Labor Day Weekend Schedule: 
Regatta: Saturday, August 31 - 2:00 two races 

Sunday, September I - I 0:30 three races 
Awards: Monday, September 2- 10:00 at BLYC 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
(Cost is $1 per week) 

FOR SALE: TV antenna, rotor and 30ft. tower. Good condition 476-2642. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LAKE 

RaQe 
2 
3 
I 

Mike Richwine will turn 50 on August 28th. Stop by to say "hi" or simply honk 
(north shore in the former Abernathy cottage). Mike's dad, Jim Richwine and friend Peg 
Rothke will be here from Sun City Center, Florida to help celebrate. Also on the lake will 
be Mike's brother, Jim Richwine, wife Dona and boys Sacha and Nicky from Santa 
Monica, California to wish Mike a happy half-century. 

A Birch Lake landmark has disappeared. The 1979 station wagon (fondly known 
as "The Beast") owned by the Davises was sold last week. Yes, I said sold. It still ran 
great; it just looked frightful. 

The Floras' son, Brad, and his family have been living in Italy the past three years 
and are now being transferred back to the states. 

The Birch Lake lovebug has been busy again. Bruce Bishop (of LaPorte) went to 
the middle of the lake and popped the all-important question to Jennie VanHuffel, 
granddaughter of Steve and Irene Horvath. He chose Birch Lake because he knows 
how dear it is to Jennie and her family. 

When walking on the east shore you probably noticed the extensive work done on 
the Andrews' place. They re-did the inside and outside, just finishing up a couple of 
weeks ago. THEN last week Glenn got a great promotion and they're moving to Atlanta! 
After much discussion, they decided they just couldn't commute from Atlanta to Birch 
Lake so their place is for sale. 



NEWS FROM AROUl'iD THE LAKE (Cont'dl 
Amy, Tori and Neil Troeger were visited by their cousin. Quinn Faino. from 

Portland, Oregon from July 25th thru August 6th. Quinn skied, wakeboarded. shot 
arrows, sailed, and fished. Quinn and Adam Ferguson (#I 0 I) also visited Notre Dame 
and met the football trainer and baseball coach, toured the National College Football Hall 
of Fame and attended a South Bend Silverhawks game. 

NEWS FROM THE COY£ 
Chet and Vivian Kolber's daughter, Kathy, and her family will be residing in the 

United Kingdom. Husband, Dave Barchick's job is taking them to Norley, England for 
the next two years. Matthew and Steven will attend St. Luke's Catholic School. 

The Barchicks were amazed at the diminutive refrigerators that are standard in 
British homes and ordered an additional American 'fridge to be installed. 

The family plans to explore the U.K. and Europe via Eurostar. And Kathy will be 
going to Ireland to see Mom and Dad when they are there for the Notre Dame-Navy 
game. The world keeps shrinking. 
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ORDER BIA:\K FOR BEACH TOWELS 

___ Number of Towels@ S25 Paid: Cash __ _ 
Check __ _ 

Name. _______________ _ Telephone _______ _ 

Orders will be taken on a prepaid first-come, first-served basis. Limited supply available' 
The order blank and payment may be turned in to any director. To those of you who have 
ordered but not yet paid, we encourage you to pay for your towels as soon as possible. 
Money can be sent to Linda Rasmussen 

North Shore 
Bruce Wagner 
Dean Davis 

East Shore 
Margie Trybus 
Don Harman 
Marc Golden 
Fran Welch 

DIRECTORS 
South Shore 
Earl Troeger 
Tom Howard 
Melanie Hall 

West Shore 
Brad Walker 
Buzz Rasmussen 
Tim Steffen 

OFFICERS 
Commodore 
Vice Commodore 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Birch Barker Editor 

Liz Cover 

Sue Wagner 
Scott Troeger 
Lind Harman 
Linda Rasmussen 
Phyllis Davis 

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB FALL DINNER 
Adults $8.50 Children $4.50 

NAME. ______________ __ 

Number in party ______________________________ __ 

Return to: Scott Troeger, 63696 Birch Road, Vandalia, Michigan 49095. 

Please respond by August 26th. Receipt of your check is your reservation. 

BIRCH LAKE DIRECTORY UPDATE 

NAME: ______________________________________________ ___ 

LAKE ADDRESS: ________________________________________ _ 

LAKE PHONE:; ____________________________________________ _ 

HOME ADDRESS: ________________________________________ __ 

HOME PHONE:; ___________________________________________ __ 

CHILDREN'S NAMES:: _______________________________________ __ 



• JOHNSON · 
• FORCE 
• YAMAHA 
• EBBIIDE 
• HIJRRICAHE DECK 
• SANPAHS 
• AQUA PATIO 

• MERCRUISER 
• VOLVO PENTA 
• HARRIS FLDTE BOTE 
• HARRJS FlOTE DEJ; 
• LOWE FISHING 
• SHORE STATION 

BOAT HOISTS 
• SHORELAHOR • SWEETWATER 

PON'TODHS 
• DMC COBRA 

•~SlOt: ITORAat: TRAILERS 
ciuVJto't.H~ ~~~ • ALUM! • SPAN 

lt"IHAHC-.a AW.f.JLAIU PIER I PARTS 
SOUTH SIDf OF EAGL.E LAKE 

6177~o·~~~~.g~~US'l I;JI:JWSJ11•81 
[R ~ 2Nn LI>CATI()H • 

......, or-r tJS 12 IN F.owMtn<:nn•r: 

DIAMOND LAKE LAUNDRY 
AND 

DRY CLEANING 

FRIENDLY FULL SERVICE LAUNDRY 
COIN OPERATED- ATTENDANT ON DUTY 

PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING 
BULK OR INDIVIDUAL OPEN 7 DAYS 

SUMMER HOURS 7:30AM-9:00PM 

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SEPTIC 
SYSTEM A BREAK TODAY. DROP OFF 

YOUR LAUNDRY $.65/POUND 

(616) 445-2261 

CRESSY and • .-Better 
EVERETT TY~ H9nffi~§® 
FOR ALL YOUR LAKE PROPERTY NEEDS 

.t~-skfo' NANCY WALKER 
1993-96 TOP LISTING & SALES AGENT 
MULTI-MILLION PRODUCER 

HOME 616-476-2515 OFFICE 616-699-5164 

_____ ., ...... · 
HARRY'S RESTACR.\~T 

CASUAL LAKESIDE D!Jii!JiiG 
BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

!Jii OUR LOWER LEVEL: 
COMPLETE 3 COURSE DINNER SPECIALS 
STARTING AT S5.95 TUES. WED. THURS 

TUESDA.YS S5.00 BUFFET 5-7PM (MD 
KAROAKE BY ELVEGAS ENTERTAINMENT 

STARTING AT8 PM (MI) 

OPEN TUES.- SAT. AT 5:00PM (MI) 
RESER\'ATIO:"S Sl'GGESTED 

23018 S. SHORE DRIVE. EDWARDSBURG. Ml. 
(616) 699-5113 

Your Specialist For: 
Fireplaces.Wood Stoves.Glass Doors Mantles 
Fireplace Inserts.Full Line of Accessories 

Chimney Cleaning.Inspeetions.Building Repair.Relining 

NQRPI FIREPLACE CENTER 
CERTIFIED SOLIP FUEL SAFETY TECHHICIAH 

RON COLBORN 
JIM GESELLE 
TIM GESELLE 
DON BAKER 

1108 N. NAPPANEE ST. 
ELKHART, IN 46514 

(219) 262-1433 
(219) 264-0728 

I work weekends. 
So you don't have to. 

24 HOUR# 800-385-2763 

WH~N CANI\!Ot\l6ALt.S 
SWIM 



BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

QUALITY MOLDS FOR PLASTICS CUSTOM INJECTION MOLDING 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

Havfl fl Saffl and Fon Sommflr! 

~~iJj 
( SEPTIC SERVICE ) 

Fast Service- We Return AU Calls· We Back Flush 
Ueensed and ln:wnKIIn Mieh9an and Indiana 

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE 

LLOYD VAUGHN - OWNER 

PARK SHORE MARINA 
GET READY FOR 

SUMMER FUN ON THE WATER 
COMPLETE SERVICE & LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 

pQNTOQN BQATS PECP::BOATS PERSONAL WATERCRAFT ~ DOCKS i gARpHABE 

PARTI lCRAF"l' llll!UtiCANE ltAWA.S.Ala -JET SKI EVINRtlDE BROCK DOCKS 

AQUA PATIO RINKER BOMBARDIER-SEA-DOC JOHNSON ROLL-A-DOCKS 

SANPioN R'CNABOtrl'S YAMABA-WAV'Elt"CNNER YAMAHA LAKESHORE DOCKS 

SWEETWATER MIRROR CRAFT LIFTS & TRAILERS OMC, COBRA SHORE-STATION POCKS 

PADDLEBOATS 

:DQA:t l&A:t~RS m:I sm::ts i ma: 
SHORE LANDER JET PILOT 
TRAILMASTER O'BRIEN 
EZ-LOADER SLIPPERY WEEN WET 

KAWASAKI-SKI DOC 

SALES & SEBVICE 

2~945 M-60 
445-3~00 

Visit the Newly Remodeled 

... Movie eenter......,_ 
,.- ~V~ REH'fA1.. j 

' 445-3311 ;"""" iE 5 
Movie Center's 

Newest Releases 
all the time! 

Over 3000 movies 
for $~.00 for 3 days 

3 tanning b::;oN it'·. 
1 special 10 min. bed -; 
Tanning Packages ; 

~ 2 0 CRAFT & GIFT BOOTHS 

~ GREAT VARIETY 
Booths still available - give us a call 

920 E. State, Cassopolis, MI 

·····"!'--·---------

MERCRUl:SER ALUMINUM, WOOD 
VOVOL FIBERGLAS 

BQAT Ll:fTS 

SHORE STATION 

rVISA ) BEWITT-SBOREMASTER 
JET LIFT-LITTLE LIFT 

RENTALS 
WEST SIDE OF DIAMOND LAKE 

445-33!<3 

ZIMMY~ ThVEKN~ 
: Califo't" . 

·uw Band 
SciLedt<U. 

KITCHEN HOURS 
(KJtchen dosea Tuesao~sJ 

6·0010 1000 
Fri6 Sat 5·1 I 

SANDWICHES • 'IZZA • HOf WINGS 

PIZZA IREAD • TACO SnClS • NACHOS • ETC 

CARRY OUT AVAII.Aili 
(616) 641-5317 



32so2 M.62 west. you ·'re ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac. Mich1gan 49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 

(616) 7B2-4ooo specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 
50 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 

of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
__ Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

ESTABLIS.HED 1950 
So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 

in the buyers! 
~~ • a':'·, ' ~:: •'., • • :: ·• • '• • • • •: • • • • ' ' • • •" •. "-, • • • • • •• ·, ., • : : _..:::, • ·.-... ~ .:: ·--------

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOME, BOAT, AUTO, RV 
INSIDE-OUTSIDE 

MINI WAREHOUSES- 4 SIZES 
"UP, DELIVERY, AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 

M-60 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62276 WILSOI'i AVENUE 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml ~9031 

(616) 44:>-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PIERS 
PADDLE BOATS 

STOR"-GE 
JOHNSON. OMC. E\"l!'iRUDE 

TO:\! THORPE 

···----~----

Trusr us with.' -our Jake /Jome or collaGe 

21297 carlton Drive 
cassopolis. MI 
(616) 445-2653 

Doug and Denise Martin 

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service 

• 63021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
at Birch Lake Broker 

Vandalia. Mr 49095 {616) 476-2370 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~j~-fUHICKoivi~~-
EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 

"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 24 Hour Emergency 

Wrecker Service 

ls Now Open! 

• IVE USE THE LATEST 
UHETiiANE PAINTS 11We are the P.est in the Business II 

476-2441 Accept No Substi 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M·60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD .. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd .. Vandalia 
Bair Lake Street 

Jones, Michigan 

Keirn Construetion Co~pany 
1018 N. Main St. 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 
(616) 273-1994 

Terry L. Keirn 

_A by Do~ Bollenbacher A..6" 47 ~ -2 2 (of 
lf40~., Residential & Commercial 
~ Concrete Drives, Decks & Floors 

Breakout & Replace - Bobcat Work 
Indiana & Michigan Licensed & Insured 

FACE IT, 
A Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

A first-rate alternative -to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & countertops 

at tremendous savings! 
• Customized Kitchens • Custom Atted Countenops 
• Quality Hardwood Doors • Superior Workmanship 

:'",w .. -•,,, 

!.BEB! 

Brian P. 
McNally 

painting/drywall 

360 Holton Rd. 
laPorte, IN 46350 
(219) 325-3562 
pager (219) 326-4849 

MAHAR INSURANCE AGENCY 
j:-i::::;:~t~--WE:sf.RA.H.R0AD$iREE!- DOWAGIAC, MJ .49'0.47 j 
1 'Fosr. occurore. prote~o0no1 serviCe* 

111 WEST RAILROAD STREET 
P.O. BOX 388 

DOWAGIAC, Ml49047 
616-782-8646 

I=J>x 616·782-7674 

TOM'S GARAGE 
li'i WILLIAMSVILLE 
PHONE: 476-2::!72 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MARKET- VIDEOS 

8:011 AM TO 7:311 PM (Ml) SUNDAY TIIRU THURSDAY 
8:1111 AM TO 8:1111 PM (Ml) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:311 (MI) 

•• TOM • BETTY • BECKY •• 

DISCOVER- VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTEil 



BONNIE & CLYDE'S 

"CATERING" 
Our 

Specialty 
B & C's CAFE 

445-8138 Restaurant & Lounge 

M-60 East Cassopolis, MI 

801 State Street 
Cassopolis, MI 

Breakfast & Lunch ONLY 

. 
l.AWJUNC1 D. K'UUSIA 
.. Bt!tter known 4ZS /oc·· 

Jeanne Wilkerson 

Phone (616) <17(>.96()6 

P.O. Box !55 
V aadalia. Michigan 49095 

]oinTbe 
Pa-Ciob: 

Pa
Spedals. 

616-445-5m 

.OI'Eft 7 Dfm II WEEK ~-
11altlplc T.V.s .-

RcucatkHaal Vending Machines ! :· : 
40 ft. Long B•n I Sorving Pizza-s a Sobs .~> < 

~ LOCIITED: 135 S. BroadWay. cassopolis. 111 ...,,._ 

W~k.ly Fresh Flowers Sp«i~·s chrougtuwt lM Summer 

LARGE VARIETY OF BLOOMING PLANTS AND TERRARIUMS 

WE SPECIALIZE IN WEDDINGS & PARTY FLOWERS 
StJMJCilul Silk A«MJgmtYJO·R•MiY mMk or ~de co order 

~ 
PLANTERS & DISH GARDENS PERFECT FOR GIFT$ 

EXPERT 
CONCRETE PAVING 
Asphalt Sealcoating - Striping 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Free Estimates 
24 Hour Phone Service 

Michael Greene 
(616) 244-5990 

Pager (800) 802-3749 

Phyllis Tiller 

STARCRAFT ..::f!" 

COMPLETE UNE OF 
STARCRAFT 
Alu.AINL.M • 
FIBERGLASS • 
PONTOON BOATS FULL SERVICE 

DEALERSHIP 
SALES: MERCURY • 
FORCE • MERCRUISER 

SERVICE: MERCURY • 
FORCE • MERCRUISER 
JOHNSON • EVENRUIDE • 
OMC 

MICHIGAN FISHING & HUNTING UCENSE 
UVE BAIT & TACKl..E SHOP 

STOP BY AND SEE US 

69545 SUNSET BLVD. 
UNION, MICHIGAN 411130 

816/641~154 

ERHARDT 
Termite & Pest Management • 

• Pest Con!rol 
• T ermtte Control 
• Rodent Control 
• Flea Control 

Competitive 
Low Prlc .. 

• Commerc1a1 
• Res1denua1 
• Real Estate 

FHA & VA 
lnsoecuons 

JOt4N EAHARO r • OWNEA 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA· PO BOX 2:5 



HEAR YE .... HEAR YE .... HEAR YE 

There will be a Town Meeting for homeowners on Saturday, August 
24, 1996 at 9:30 a.m. (IN) at the Birch Lake Yacht Club. The purpose is to 
discuss the possibility of organizing a Birch Lake Homeowners Association. 

We have an effective Birch Lake Yacht Club that handles all the social 
functions on the lake. At the recent directors' meeting the need for an 
organization to handle issues other than social was discussed. It was agreed 
that the proposal should be presented to the property owners for 
consideration. 

The functions of the homeowners association may be as follows; 
however it should be pointed out that the board of directors of the association 
may add to or delete from this list 

1. Review and report on tax issues that affect lake property 
owners. 

2. Attend Porter Township board meetings and report on anything 
at affects our community. Also attend Park and Road Commission and 
County Commissioners meetings, when appropriate. 

3. Be involved in the sale of public land, such as parks. 

4. Determine rules and regulations for the public access site. 

5. Address issues at proper governmental levels that protect the 
value of property and the best interests of the lake. 

6. Communicate with law enforcement agencies regarding 
problems that affect property owners. 

7. Promote the renewal of fish population. 

8. Preserve the scenic beauty of the lake. 

9. Promote water safety. 

We hope you will attend and express your feelings. 


