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A Publication by the Birch Lake Yacht Club 

COMMODORE'S COMMENTS 

August 30. 1996 
Issue: 14 

Our Commodore Sue Wagner has set an impossibly high standard for her 

successor. It's a little like teeing off after John Daly. Fortunately, Sue has things so well 

organized it may be possible to muddle through next summer on her momentum. I cannot 

thank her enough for all she has done, and I will be relying heavily on her sage advice and 

counsel. 

This summer has passed too quickly, and our oldest children began school a week 

or so ago. As a child, I recall stewing with indignation at the "back to school" ads 

featuring well-scrubbed kids carrying books and apples. Because I was never ready to 

leave the lake, I wondered what kind of kid would smile at the prospect of summer's end? 

(The ads never seemed to outrage my parents.) Apparently the kids in those ads grew up 

to be the school administrators who have started the school year in the middle of August 

and extended it to the middle of June. 

Despite all the changes in the world, tht:: lake has managed to retain its clarity and 

its surrounding hedge of trees. The people on the water quality committee deserve thanks 

for their untiring efforts; but the beauty of the lake and its desirability as a place to relax 

and play ultimately stems from the attitude and care of all the lake residents - year round 

or seasonal. 

Scott Troeger 

REMINDERS 
·Please take a moment to fill in the Birch Lake Directory Update if you are new to 

the lake since the last directory was printed or if there have been any changes. This is an 
important part of our communication. 

Once again we owe a BIG thank-you to Bullard Farms and Kevin Bullard for 
donating the corn for our Corn and Sausage Roast . Be sure you thank Kevin when you 
stop by the Bullard's Market east of Elkhart . 

Anyone using the yacht club pontoon trailer is asked to donate $ 10.00 to take care 
of the upkeep. This covers both in and out for the season. Please make your check 
payable to the Birch Lake Yacht Club and send it to Linda Rasmussen, Treasurer. 



CALE!\'DAR OF EVE!\TS 
(All times given are Indiana) 

Fall Dinner (only by reservation) Aug. 31 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 14 
Oct. 17 

Aerobics & Luncheon (see last week's Barker) 
Directors' Meeting 
Flu & Pneumonia Clinic 

FLU & PNEUMONIA CLINIC 
The Cass County Health Department will have a flu and pneumonia clinic on 

October 17th from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (Ml Time) at the Cass County Conservation Club on 
U.S . 12 and Birch Road. This will be the time for senior citizens to get their flu shots. 
Please call the Council on Aging for an appointment 1-800-323-0390. 

SAILING RESULTS 8/25/96 
A little wind and good competition - what more could you ask for? 

MC's RaQe 1 B.aQe 2 Sunfish B.aQe 1 
Cranmer 2 2 Gableman 5 
D. Harman 1 .... R. Harman 

.., 
.) .} 

D. Troeger .... 
.) 1 Howard 1 

E. Troeger 4 DNS King 6 
T . Troeger DNS 4 Olson 4 

S. Troeger 2 

Labor Day Weekend Schedule: 
Regatta: Saturday, August 31 - 2:00 two races 

Sunday, September 1 - 10:30 three races 
Awards: Monday, September 2 - 10:00 at BLYC 

ANNIE'S LAST HURRAH 

RaQe 
4 
6 
2 
5 
3 

Some of you are probably wondering the significance of the hot air balloon which 
flew over the Jake last Friday evening trailing something. It was fulfilling the wishes of 
Annie Torma, our dear neighbor who died last February. Annie's ashes, along with those 
of her husband Joe and beloved dog Missy were scattered over Birch Lake. Her family 
was here to witness her last request . Annie will always be with us. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LAKE 
Jeff and Sue Troeger and sons from Steamboat, Colorado had a fun week and 

Connie & Earl's place. Audrey Troeger was born to Libby and Tom Troeger of 
Indianapolis. Audrey was born on Grandpa Earl's birthday. She won't be loo spoiled with 
three brothers. 

The 1996 Arnold Olympics were held on Saturday, August 17th at their cottage 
on the west side. The Team Birch swimnastics team, choreographed by Megan Arnold, 
performed and received a perfect "l 0" score. After the event, 3 5 people, including 4 of 
Catherine Arnold's children, 12 of her grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild, enjoyed the 
4th annual "Frajita and Margarita Party". The party features the finest in Mexican 
food,and Mike Story's famous margaritas . It is catered by the five Story grandchildren, 
who want to ensure that their midwest relatives get at least one good Mexican meal a 
year. The Storys are spending their fifth consecutive August vacation at the cottage. 
They spent time here as children and now return every summer for a sibling reunion, since 
they now live in five different places. They enjoy sharing the Birch Lake experience with 
other friends. 

Did you see the tiny little girl water skiing') It was Ryan Lynn Durham, 
granddaughter of Bev and Berm Kruggel . She began skiing at the beginning of the 
summer. and won't be 3 years old until October' ! Bev said grandson Blake Roytek also 
began at age 2. 



NEWS FROM AROl' !\D THE LAKE (Cont'd) 
Parnells and Niezgodskis will celebrate Labor Day with a family gathering John. 

Jr . and wife Syl\'ia with daughters Laurie and Ashley will arri\'e from Cincinnati. Ohio: 
Dick from Stow. Ohio: Kimberly and husband Ken Poe: Babe and J. D . Miller: Brian (a 
senior at I. U. Bloomington) and Brian's tw in brother Shane. who is starting a new job in 
Greenburg since graduating from Rose Hulman~ Kathy. Ron and Bobby Niezgodski and 
Dorothy Parnell. This is the first family gathering since Parnells' golden wedding 
anniversary in 1992, a perfect ending for our summer weekends at Birch Lake. 

NEWS FROM THE COVE 
John Drolet is back home after a stay at Elkhart General Hospital. Glad to see 

you back, John! 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR. .... 
This winds up another summer season at the lake. The residents scatter far and wide 
during the other three-fourths of the year. We'll look forward to getting together next 
year and finding out what's happened to all of us in the interim. Have a safe, healthy. and 

happy life until we meet again . 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LIZ AND AL COVER. KATHLEEN HAS A BROTHER 
BORN AUGUST 26th. BROGAN J AMES WE IGHED IN AT 8 lbs. 10 oz . 

~E'(, FISH! DON'T LET 
~ER FOOL YOU ! THERE'S 
A HOOK ON TI-lE END 

OF TI-IAT LINE ! 

SHE'S OUT TO 
6ET VOU ! RUN 
W~ILE VOU CAN ! 

BIRCH LAKE DIRECTORY UPDATE 

NAME: _______________________________________________ ___ 

LAKE ADDRESS: _________________________________________ _ 

LAKE PHONE: ___________________________________________ __ 

HOME ADDRESS:. _______________________ _ 

HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ __ 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: ___________________________________ ~ 



BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

QUALITY MOLDS FOR PLASTICS CUSTOM INJECTION MOLDING 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P'r<NVY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

ttav~ A Saf~ and Fun Summ~rl 
~ 

TERRMIFT 
~~~ e TERRALIFT is 

a polenled system 
I hal tepreaenla a 
teehnoloQical breakthtOUQh 
in aoiltealotalion, h oolvea a number or 

underground proble,. • including 
eompaelion, aaluralion & improper 
dra inage· w~houl diaturbino the lurl. 
No ntH for a a .. lnolt bd or drain no~• . 

~ 
~ 

( SEPTIC SERVICE ) 

Fast Service · We Retum All Calls· We Back Flush 
Licor\Oed and ln"'red In Michigan and Indiana 

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE 

LLOYD VAUGHN • OWNER 
LOSS =-. 

PARK SHORE MARINA 
GET READY FOR 

SUMMER FUN ON THE WATER 
COMPLETE SERVICE & LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 

PONIOON BOATS 
PARTI KRAFT 
AQUA PATIO 
SANPAN 
SWEETWATER 

DECKBOATS 
HURRICANE 
RINKER 
RUNABOUTS 
MIRRORCRAFT 
PADDLEBOATS 

PERSONAL WATERCBAFT 
ltAWASAKI -JET SKI 
BOMBARDIER-SEA-DOC 
YAMAHA-WAVERUNNER 
LIFTS & TRAILERS 

MQ:IQR.S. 
EVINRUDE 
JOHNSON 
YAMAHA 
OMC, COBRA 
MERCRUISER 
VOVOL 

DOCKS & HARDWARE 
BROCK DOCKS 
ROLL - A- DOCKS 
LAKESHORE POCKS 
SHORE-STATION DOCKS 
ALUMINUM, WOOD 
FIBERGLAS 

BOAT TBAILERS 
SHORE LANDER 
TRAILMASTER 
EZ-LOADER 

WET SUITS & DRY 
JET PILOT 
O'BRIEN 
SLIPPERY WHEN WET 
KAWASAKI-SKI POO 

SALES & SERYICE 
21945 M-60 
445-3100 

Visit the Newly Remodeled 

e IF • 
.oiiiMovie Cent;';\ 
f M()V II: REHTA.: j 
\......_ 445-331~ 

Movie Center's 

Newest Releases 
all the time! 

Over 3000 movies 
for $1.00 for 3 days 

TANNING SALON ~ 
3 tanning beds ~' ·. 
1 special 10 min. bed · · \ 
Tanning Packages ' 

~ 2 0 CRAFT & GIFT BOOTHS 

~ GREAT VARIETY 
Booths still available - give u s a call 

920 E. State, Cassopolis, MI 

•• • "'! ............ ,_. - - - - · 

BOAT LIFTS 
SHORE STATION 
HEWITT-SHOREMASTER 
JET LIFT - LITTLE LIFT 

r VISA 
1 

RENTALS 
WEST SIDE OF DIAMOND LAKE 

445-33~3 

ZIMMY~ TAVfKN;J 

= 
Califat

Lfw Band 
Schedu.U. 

KITCHEN HOURS 
(Kite,._., c10s.a rvesoo~ Sl 

600 lo 1000 
Frl & Sot 5-I I 

SANDWICHES • "lZA • HOT WIUGS 

'IZZA IREAO • tACO STICU • NACHOS • fTC 

CARRY OUT AVAILAILE 

(616) 641-5317 

69608 Sunset Blvd • Union MICI"HO:Jn 



32so2 M-s2 west. When you ·'re ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac. Mich1gan 49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 

(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 
50 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 

TfRDON ll of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
,J ~ --D1rect Lake Property Marketing. 

•utuwE. INc. So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
ESTABUS.HED 1950 in the buyers! 

.... ~ . . - ~ . #. • . .. . . • . .. • . ..... - .... ... 
-~ ~ ..... -. . . . . . - .. ~ . ~ - .. . ..... . . . ~ - . . ". . . . . -..;:: . ...... -.. 

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOME, BOAT, AUTO, RV 
INSIDE-OUTSIDE 

MINI WAREHOUSES- 4 SIZES 
,PICKUP, DELIVERY, AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 

M-611 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

THORPE'S MARINE SERYICE 
62276 WILSO!\ A VENUE 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml -'91131 

(616) 44:--3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PIERS 
PADDLE BOATS 

STOR.\GE 
JOHNSO!\. OI\1C. E\"1!\Rl"DE 

T0:'\1 THORPE 

. _, ___ .. ___ .,.__._ ....... ,: - ··. ~ 

LAKE HESIDENTIAL CLEANING 

Trusr us wuh )'our lake 1101ne or cotwsc 

21297 C<lrllon Drive 
cassopolis. Mt 
(616) 445-2653 

Doug and Denise Martin 

St. Joseph /Cass County l isting Service 

!. 
63021 Borch Rd. E. JOYCE KLI ME K 

at Birch Lake Broker 
Vandal ia, Ml 49095 (616) 476·2370 
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HICKORY INN 

Is Now Open! EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
" OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• ~VE USE 'I'I-IE LATEST 

tnli.''HIANE PAINTS 

24 Hour Emergency 
Wrecker Service 

"\·Je are the P..est in the Business" 

476-2441 Accept No Substitutes 

SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M·60 TO BROWNSVILLE AD . TURN 
EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd .. Vandalia 

Keirn Construdion Company 
1 0 1 8 N. Main St. 

Three Rivers, Ml 49093 
(616) 273-1994 

Terry L. Keirn 

_A by Do~ BoDenbacher 
~tJ:F" 47~ -2 ZfDI 

,. " Residential &: Commercial 
.., Concrete Drives. Decks &: Floors 

Breakout &: Replace - Bobcat Work 
Indiana &: Michigan Licensed &: Insured 

1-800.455-7-

FACE IT, 
A Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

A first-rate alternative to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & countertops 

at tremendous savings! 
• Customized Kitchens • Custom Fltted Countertops 

~~~)) • Quality Hardwood Doors • Superior Workmanship 

232-2566 
<..u~tom Rdac ing 

I. ji 532 N. Niles Ave. 
· South Bend 

. •'"': ....... rr-•-----

Bair Lake Street 
Jones, Michigan 

Brian P. 
McNally 

painting/drywall 

360 Holton Rd. 
LaPorte, IN 46350 
(219) 325-3562 
pager (219) 326-4849 

§ t .WEST RAilROAD STREET DOWAGIAC. Ml 4904 7 J 
1 'Fast . accurate. o rotessoC'lnot servoce · 

,,_, ' • I I -·--·-·- ···----· -·-_; 

ll l WEST RAILROAD STREET 
P.O. BOX 388 

DOWAGIAC. M l ~90~ 7 
616-782-86Ll6 

J: py 616·782-7674 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

PHONE: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MARKET- VIDEOS 

8:011 Al\1 TO 7:311 PM (MI) SUNDAY TIIRU THURSI>A Y 
8:1111 AM TO 8:110 PM (MI) FRIDAY ANI> SATURI>A Y 

CLOSED SUNDAY 111:30 TO 12:30 (1\11) 

u TOM " BETTY " DECKY ** 

DISCOVER - V ISA - 1\IASTERCARI> ACCEPTED 



BONNIE & CLYDE'S 

"CATERING" 
Our 

Specialty 
B & C's CAFE 

445-8138 Restaurant & Lounge 

M-60 E.3st Cassopolis, MI 

801 State Street 
Cassopolis, MI 

Breakfast & Lunch ONLY 

.. 
l.AWJliNCl D. KULUIA 
.. Belltt known as Joe" 

Jeanne Wilkerson 

Phone (616) 476-9606 

P.O. Box 155 
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 

~ 
]oin The 

Pabbcr Oob: 
Pabbcr 

SpWals. 
61~157 

OPEft 7 Df1n A W!!K ~ 
Maltlpfe T.V.s - if.. 

Reaeotloual Vending Machines :, · · 
40 Ft. Long Bar I Serving Ptun a Sobs .,_ ( 

::.. LOanED: 135 S. BroadwGy. Cassopolis. Ml 1r11bC 

141/qye- f?lot·al 
ISOJ~ 
~!i&. ~10 fJOSt 

{iE~ ~ - 446 -2SJ1S 

(~) 
~ -

The ftrin 15 , l£ln' e~tds. · 

WHkly F~sh Flo~ Sp«:J111's rhroughour rh• Summrr 

LARGE VARIETY OF BLOOIIIING PLANTS AND TERRARIUIIIS 

WE SPECIALIZE IN WEDDINGS & PARTY FLOWERS 
81111Uriful Silk Arrllllgmrnts·R .. dy m11dr or m11d6 ro ordrr 

() 
PLANTERS & DISH GARDENS PERFECT FOR GIFT~ 

~ 
-~ 

UOON IOUQUE"n .....,.., .. , ....... 
~ ,,.. & " .. c.a.n 
.. 1 l•w• 

EXPERT 
CONCRETE PAVING 
Asphalt Sealcoating - Striping 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Free Estimates 
24 Hour Phone Service 

Michael Greene 
(616) 244-5990 

Pager (800) 802-3749 

Phyllis Tiller 

r~u~~~~~m~ MAm~~ 1oc. 
STARCRAFT .J:!' 

COMPLETE UNE OF 
STARCRAFT 
ALLNINW• 
FIBERGLASS • 
PONTOON BOATS FULL SERVICE 

DEALERSHIP 
SALES: MERCURY • 
FORCE • MERCRUISER 

SERVICE: MERCURY • 
FORCE • MERCRUISER 
JOHNSON • EVENRUIOE • 
OMC 

MICHIGAN FISHING & HUNTING UCENSE 
UVE BAIT & TACKLE SHOP 

STOP BY AND SEE US 

69545 SUNSET BLVD. 
UNION, MICHIGAN 40130 

818/841-2154 

ERHARDT 
Termite & Pe.st Management 

~ #i! Jt.· 
--~-~-

• Pest Control 
• Termrlt Control 
• Rodent Control 
• Flea Control 

Competitive 
Low Prlcee 

• Commercrar 
• Aes,Cienllar 
• Real Estate 

FHA & VA 
lnspectrons 

JOHN ERMARO I ·OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA· PO 60)( 275 



• JOHNSON 
• FORCE 
• YAMAHA 
• EBBTIOE 
• HURRICANE DECK 
• SAHPAHS 
• AQUA PATIO 
• SWEHWATER 

POPnOONS 

• MERCRUISER 
• • VOLVO PENTA 

• HARRIS FLOri BOTt 
• HARRIS FlOTE DEk 
• LOWE FISHING 
• SHORE STATION 

BOAT HOISTS 
• SHORELANDR 

• OMC COBRA 
IOCSiot ITOIUQ! TRAILERS 

JJ's~o~14~ ~~~~ • ALUMI · SPAN 
''*lfCINO AYAfi.MU PIER & PARTS 

SOUTH SIDf OF IAGU LA~I 
6177~o"~A:o~ll.g~~ us 11 (;j ( .. !}!}!~ "'j (I JC J 

lll:!e lNO LfJC'AlkJN . 

orr tiS 12 IN F.uw o\IO,n•••r. 

DIAMOND LAKE LAUNDRY 
AND 

DRY CLEANING 

~ FRIENDLY FULL SERVICE LAUNDRY 
COIN OPERATED- ATTENDANT ON DUTY 

PROFESSIONAL DRY CLEANING 
BULK OR INDIVIDUAL OPEN 7 DAYS 

SUMMER HOURS 7:30AM-9:00PM 

GIVE YOURSELF AND YOUR SEPTIC 
SYSTEM A BREAK TODAY. DROP OFF 

YOUR LAUNDRY $.65 !POUND 

(616) 445-2261 

CRESSY and._. Better 
EVERETT TT'~ H2ffi~~" 
FOR ALL YOUR LAKE PROPERTY NEEDS 

;.s~tfo' NANCY WA.LKER 
1993-96 TOP LISTING & SALES AGENT 
MULTI-MILLION PRODUCER 

HOME 616-476-2515 OFFICE 616-69e-5164 

HARRY'S RESTAl.RA:\T 
CASCAL LAKESIDE Dll'ii!'G 

BA!'Ql'ET FACILITIES A \ "AILABLE 

I!' OUR LOWER LEVEL: 
COMPLETE 3 COLRSE DI!\11\ER SPECIALS 
STARTii\G AT s:;.95 TUES. WED. THURS 

T UESDAYS S5.00 BUFFET 5-7PM (1\11) 

KAROAKE BY EL VEGAS El\TERT AINME!\T 
STARTING AT 8 PM (1\11) 

OPE!\ TUES. - SAT. AT 5:110 PM (MI) 
RESER\· .. \ TIO:\S Sl .G(;ESTED 

23018 S. SHORE DRIVE. EDWARDSBURG, MI. 
(616) 699-5113 

Your Specialist For: 
Fireplaces.Wood Stoves.Glass Doors Mantles 
Fireplace Inserts.Full Line of Accessories 

Chimney Cleaning.Inspections.Building Repair.Relining 

NORD! FIREPLACE CENTER 
CERTIFIED SOLID FUEL SAFETY TECHNICIAN 

RON COLBORN 
JIM GESELLE 
TIM GESELLE 
DON BAKER 

1108 N. NAPPANEE ST. 
ELKHART, IN 46514 

(219) 262-1433 
(219) 264-0728 

I work weekends. 
So you don't have to. 

r,.:;~ 
,,~·. 1 .. ·~· 24 HOUR# 800-385-2763 

.. ;'~~"*:~. ~· ~'*f/~ ,.. _, .111:; ' : ·' . 
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PUNUI'S 

TI-IERE'S A SPIRITUAL 
SIDE TO I=ISHIN6 THAT 
'(OU DON'T UNDERSTAND. 

MARCIE .. 

(!) 

~ 

TI-IERE'S A 
ONENESS WITH 
NATURE ... A 

lJNITif .. 

AND WI-IAT'S BETTER 
TI-IAN JUST 8EING 
OUTDOORS WI-I ERE .. 

" * ~~Ntrr~'dt,. rJ..:ft~-:-~r-_,.. . ~·..-;;.;:·:at:?- ' iE"t::--s'.:c · riT:::=Ji!.;~~~--.o:;:;-..»_ I 
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