
CO:MMODORE'S COMMENTS 

June 14, 1997 
T~oue 3 

The ever-expanding school year has fmally ended. It's not fair for school still 
to be affecting me at age 40, but I fmd myself now intergenerationally tied to the 
school schedule. Perhaps the childrens' bright sense of freedom from school will be 
mirrored by clear Summery weather from now on. 

Don't forget the cocktail party this Saturday, June 14 at 5:30p.m. (Indiana 
time), 6:30p.m. (Michigan time) at the clubhouse. Liquid refreshments will be 
available, served by a skilled staff of bartenders, and .fyou wish to share an hors 
d'oeuvre I am confident it will be consumed with grateful appreciation. 

To be entitled to vote for the members of the board of the Homeowners' 
Association, your $10 dues for the Homeowners' Association must be received on 
or before July 1, 1997. As with the other club dues and contributions, you may 
deliver them to any director or officer, but if convenient it is recommended that they 
be delivered either to Linda Rasmussen, Treasurer, or Scott Troeger, Commodore. 

On behalf of the club, I wish to extend condolences for the passing ofloved 
ones to the following people and their families: Rita Benjamin, for her husband 
John; Louise Dvorak, for her sister Millie; Bob Morrison, for his wife Loarme; 
Dorothy Parnell, for her husband John; and Ruth Pletcher, for Gail. We all are 
saddened at the loss of any of our lake neighbors. If I have not mentioned anyone it 
is purely from lack of knowledge, and iflike my predecessor I have prematurely 
eulogized anyone, I abjectly apologize. 

I wish to acknowledge and thank those faithful deliverers of this renowned 
newspaper: Nancy DeCocker, Judy Olson, Linda Curtis, Patrick and Sarah Mullin, 
Louise Reith, Bev Kruggel, Brittany Gableman and Holly, Amy and Tory Troeger. 
It is not too late to bask in the prestiege of being a Birch Barker deliverer, as the 
South side route from the turnaround to the Gableman's (or any portion of it) can be 
made available. Please let me know. 

-Human nature being what it is - curious -- I suspect many would enjoy more 
news oflake goings-on. You are encouraged to deliver any items to Sante's or to 
Scott Troeger's cottages, and my guess is that the Birch Barker deliverers would 
also accept them and let the Editor or me know. Generally, an item received by 
Monday will be printed in the upcoming weekend issue. The editorial policy is 

rigorous and based on a paraphrase of the New York Times': "All the news that 
fits we print" 



1997 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Camp Tannadoonah Clean Up 

Commodore Cocktail Party 

Fireworks 

Boat Parade 

Pancake Breakfast 

Directors' Meeting 

Garage Sale 

Vice Commodore Karoake Party 

Homeowner's Assn Committee 
Annual Meeting 

Ladies' GolfOuting 

Tmuny Buffet Party 

Com & Sausage Roast 

Directors' Meeting 

Fall Dinner 

Sailing Trophies 

Directors' Meeting 

Saturday, June 14 noon to 4:00 pm and 
Sunday, June 15 from 10 am to 4 pm 

Saturday, June 14, 5:30 p BLYC 

Friday, July 4, Dark Tannadoonah 
Saturday, July 5, Rain date 

Saturday, July 5, 4 pm 

Sunday, July 6, 8 am Tannadoonah 

Saturday, 9 am BLYC 

Saturday, July 12 

Saturday, July 19 BLYC 

BLYC 

Friday, August 1 Park Shore/BL YC 

Saturday, August 2 BLYC 

Saturday, August 9 5:30pm BL YC 

Saturday, August 16,9 am BLYC 

Saturday, August 23 BL YC 

Monday, Sept 1, 10 am BL YC 

Saturday, Sept 6, 9am BL YC 

CAMP TANNADOONAH CLEAN UP 
Part of the aesthetic appeal of our lake is attributable to the unspoiled shoreline and tree 
crowned hills of Camp Tannadoonah. (In case familiarity has jaded your appreciation of 
this feature, imagine what the lake would be like in an alternative universe with perhaps an 
RV campground, marina, condos or amusement park there instead). One way to show 
our appreciation for the Camp's enhancement of our enjoyment of the lake is to help with 
some of the cleanup and routine maintenance and repairs. Pat Laing indicated that 
volunteers are welcome to help this weekend at the Camp on Saturday from noon unti14 

p.m. and on Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. (all Indiana times). The agenda includes 
tearing down a structure and some miscellaneous repairs and painting. The Camp season 
opens June 22"d and there is a wedding scheduled the preceding weekend. This weekend 
will be your best opportunity this season to help the Camp. 

JIMMY BUFFET NIGHT 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 2nd. A Caribbean evening with Tmuny 

Buffet music, plus exciting.. surprise entertainment (sorry, not Tmuny). Bring your 
favorite hors d'oeuvre and wear your island attire. Kick back and enjoy a relaxing 
evening. 

We still need bartenders and help with clean-up and decorating. Give us a call if 
you would like to help. 476-2760. Tnn & Sally Beck 



BLYCDUESANDF~ORKSCO~UTIONS 

Below are dues received before this publication deadline. An asterisk indicates fireworks 
contributions. If you believe any ofthis information is incorrect, please check with Scott Troeger 
or Linda Rasmussen. 

Asire, Marty* Garceau, Bemie & Blair* 
Asire, Jack & Evelyn* Golden, Marc & llene* 
Ball, John & Jennifer* Green, Dick & Bazb* 
Barlrer, Kevin & Sheny Greenig, Kay & Bob* 
Beck, Jim & Sally* Harman, Don & Lind* 
Bender, Dick* Harris, Bill & Dianna* 
Benjamin, John & Rita Hayden, Bill & Letitia* 
Bergan, Jim & Linda* Herms, Bob & Slayter, Many* 
Bemaciak, Kennetb&:MaryEllen* Hornbeck, Ira & Mazy 
Bliler, Fr.mk & Grace* Horvath, Steve & Irene* 
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie Howard, Tom 
Blue, T1111 & Shirley* Jones, Victor & Leslie* 
Brown, John* King, Bill & Le* 
Budzinski, Loretta* King, Bob & Leslie* 
Burlre, Allan & Jackie Kinner, David & Maljorie* 
Burlret, Carl &Edythe* Kolber, Cbet & VIVian* 
Carpenter, Reg & Mildred Koontz, Cbet & VIVian* 
Coan, James* Krueger, Lorene* 
Coles, Deanna Kruggel, Herm & Bev* 
Cote, Adrian I andeSJnan, Charles & Rosalie* 
Counney, AI & Norma* LaPierre, Chuck & Cherie* 
Cover, AI & Liz* Leatherman, Phyllis* 
Cowen, Richard & Peggy* I jnc!enfuld, Fred & Marilyn* 
Davis, Dean & Phyllis* Lindzy, Richard & Judy* 
DeCocker, Tim & Nancy Messner, Jim & Judy 
Denner!, Lany & Kay* Minix, Cisco & Roberta* 
Doba, Bill & Judy* Monroe, Norman & Nancy* 
Dudeck, Phil & Lisa Morrison, Bob 
Dufour, Duffy & Sue* Mullin, Rich & Pam* 
Dugan, Teny&Carol* Mumaw,Jeny&Beth* 
Eberbart, Gtb & Bazbara* Olson, Dave & Judy* 
Emory, T1111 & Becky* O'Brien, Joe & Betty 
Foley, William & Gladys* Papandria, Sheryl* 
Foos. Jim & Carole* Petit, Claude & Claire* 
Funk, Clarence & Nancy Jo* Price, Eileen* 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SAlE: 

Rasmussen, Buzz & Linda* 
Reynolds, Dan & Janet* 
Richmond, Margaret* 
Richwine, Mike & Debbie* 
Rnsswonn, Rick & Patti* 
Sargent. Kevin & Jan* 
Scofield, John & Laveta* 
Sikorski, Joseph & Lenore* 
Stevens, Pat* 
Tjaden, James & Janita 
Troeger, Earl & Connie* 
Troeger, Tom & Pat* 
Troeger, Scott & Holly* 
Tunnicliffe, Bill & Joanne* 
Vath, Helen* 
Waddle, Bob & Sue* 
Wagner, Bruce * Sue( 
Walker, Brad & Nancy* 
Weesner, Bernie & Helen* 
Weesner, Keith & Denny* 
Welch , Randy & Fran* 
White, Phyllis* 
Williams, Jeny & Mattie* 
Wtlliams, Patrick & Sue* 
Winiarski, Wanda 
Wiseman, Teny & Becky 
Witchie, Ron & Linda* 
Wozniak, Ben & Vanessa* 
Zesinger, Bud & Bam* 

1992 Hurricane Fun Deck. Very low ho=. Big Wake. Garceau #9862 or (219) 272-9221. 

Laige deep freeze, two electtic stoves, electtic dryer, refrigerator. Wozniak 47~5. 

14ft. Venture-Cat Catamaran by McGregor. Great shape, ready to go. $500 o.b.o. 476-2760. 

12' aluminum fishing boat with 6 hp Johnson motor and boat lift. $650. Walkers 476-2515. 

BABYSITTING: If you need a babysitter, call Natalie Dudeck, 476-2395. I can sit on week nights and 

weekends only. 

OFFICERS 

Coromodore Scott Troeger 
Vice-Commodore AI Cover 
Past Commodore Sue Wagner 
Fleet Captain Bob King 
Secretary Melanie Hall 
Treasurer Linda Rasmussen 

DIRECTORS 

Liz Cover 
Dean Davis 
Marc Golden 
Dick Green 
Dan Harman 
Melanie Hall 
Bill King 

Herm Kruggel 
Buzz Rasmussen 
Tim StefFen 
Earl Troeger 
Fran Welch 
Margie Trybus 



June 1997 

FLEET NEWS 
Ahoy there! We opened the sailing season with a preseason to encourage more people to come out &: race. 
Preseason &: regatta kid are FREE, so you can try out the sport with no obligation (money back guarantee). 
H you need help finding a sailor to give you some guidance, let me know. For those of you whose Sunfish 
needs repair, I have parts schematics &: price lists. 

We are going to sail preseason races at various times to consider afternoon racing. On Sunday June 15th we 
will race at 11:00 am. The following Sunday, the 22nd, we will sail at 2:00pm. All times are Indiana Std ••. 

The July 4th Regatta will be held Friday the 4th &: Saturday the 5th (with Sunday as a make-up day). The 
regular season will follow, sailing Sundays through the Labor Day Regatta. Watch this space for times •.• 

Sailing 101: 

Now &: then I see beginner sailors 
frustrated as they try to sail upwind. 
The course nearest the wind you can 
sail is a bettt. Head too close to wind 
direction &: you end up "in irons". 

Ever find yourself with sails luffing 
&: boat slipping backwards? Just put 
the tiller hard-over to one side, slack 
the 1112insheet &: wait until the boat 
is side to the wind. Then gradually 
trim in the sheet, center the tiller 
&: sail away. 

Points of sail are shown at the right. 

0 

0 

Finish 

Reach Reach 

Run 

Racing 101: 

When racing, we usually sail a triaugle course, completing 
~one&: a third". That is, we sail the three legs of a triangle 
repeatiug the first leg to the finish. 

The first &: last legs are beats which require tacking (as this 
leg is to windward). The second leg is a reach. The third leg 
is a broad reach, or run. 

It's simple&: a lot of fun ••• come on out! 

;·c•s: g:-;::;::. ;·~g;,::c· .... :·~gatta kid? . .- ;.-·::·: g:.::;. :·-2p:·~; 

regatta kid? 
In order to get young people sailing, the Birch Lake Sailing Club is sponsoring a regatta on Sunday- June 29th. 
There will be a brief gathering with coffee, juice&: doughnuts, followed by three Wlll races (subject to weather). 
$0 entry fee covers prize for the winners &: T-sbirts for the kids. You've gl!l:ta have a kid on board to panicipate! 
Any boat, any age&: borrowed kids are ok ... send your entry&: $0 to me at the address below. 

Captain Class ...,------
Kid Shirt Size ----

Bob King, Fleet Captain, 1958 E. Denslow Dr., South Bend, IN 466!4 (h) 299-0705 (w) 232-0881 (c) 276-9999 

I 

' ' I 
I 
I 



PLEASE POST THIS FOR YOUR GUESTS OR RENTERS 

COUETESY RULE FOR PERSONAL WATERCRAFT 
Birch Lake will again ask that operators of personal 

watercraft observe the lake rule that such watercraft will not be 
operated before 9am or 7 pm (IN) . This allows residents to enjoy 
mornings and evenings in quiet. 

Michigan Laws Regarding Operatiqn of Personal Watercraft: A person shall not 
operate a personal watercraft unless each person riding on or being towed 
behind the vessel is wearing a type I, II or III personal flotation device as 
described in R281.1234 of the Michigan administrative code. 

2. While operating a personal watercraft equipped by the manufacturer with 
a lanyard type engine cutoff switch, a person shall have the lanyard attached 
to his or her person, clothing or personal flotation device as is appropriate 
for the specific vessel. 

3. A person shall not operate a personal watercraft from sunset to sunrise. 

4. A personal watercraft shall at all times be operated in a reasonable and 
prudent manner. Maneuvers that are unreasonable or unnecessarily endanger 
life, limb or property, included but not limited to, weaving through 
congested vessel traffic, jumping the wake or another vessel unreasonable or 
unnecessarily close to the other vessel or when visibility around the other 
vessel is obstructed, and swerving at the last possible moment to avoid a 
collision, constitute reckless operation of a vessel, as provided in section 
74. 

5. A person shall not operate a personal watercraft carrying more persons 
than the vessel is designed to carry. Carrying more persons than the vessel 
is designed to carry is prima facie evidence of reckless operation of a 
watercraft under section 74. 

6. A person operating a personal watercraft shall maintain a distance of 
100' from any dock, raft, buoyed or occupied bathing area, or shall not cross 
within 150' behind another vessel, other than a personal watercraft, that is 
traveling at a speed greater than slow - no wake speed. 

' 
7. A person under the age of 12 shall not operate a personal watercraft. A 
person 12 to 15 years of age may operate a personal watercraft only when 
accompanied by a person 16 years of age or older, or without adult 
supervision when in possession of a boating safety certificate in compliance 
with section 62. 

8. The owner of a personal watercraft or a person having charge over or 
control of a personal watercraft shall not authorize or knowingly permit the 
personal watercraft to be operated in violation of subsection 7. 



• 

LAST CHANCE •.• 
Anyone interested in submitting any changes or additions for the new Birch Lake Directory must 
have them turned in by 6/22. This is the FINAL date, as it is going to press the next day. You 
can drop them off to Janet Reynolds- south side (14930 Birch Lakeshore Dr.), call her at 8877 or 
fax them to 2855. 

BIRCH LAKE DIRECTORY UPDATE 

NAME: _______________________________________ __ 

LAKE ADDRESS: _______________________________ _ 

LAKE PHONE:. ___________________________________ _ 

HOME ADDRESS:. _______________________________ __ 

HOME PHONE: ________________________________ ___ 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: __________________ _ 

FACE IT, 
A Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

llill~- A first-rate alternative to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & countertops 

at tremendous savings! 

232-2566 

• Customized KHchens • Custom Fitted Counter1ops 
• Quality Hardwood Doors • Superior Workmanship · 

.,~~ng , .• - ... .._ 
1 Rd; !.BEB..!. 

' ....... / 
...... _~ ... 

CRESSY and ·~Better 
EVERETT TY..-.. H9nffi~~., 
FOR ALL YOUR LAKE PROPERTY NEEDS 

"skfor NANCY WALKER I work weekends. 
1993-96 TOP LISTING & SALES AGENT 
MULTI-MILLION PRODUCER 

HOME 616-476-2515 OFFICE 616-699-5164 

24 HOUR# 800-385-2763 

So you don't have to. 



ERHARDT 
Termite & Pest Management 

~;-:;.:: ~-- -: dW 

• Pest Conllol 
• Tern•te ContrOl 
• P.odtnl Control 
• Flea Control 

CompetiiiYe 
Low Price• 

• Commeroal 
• Resrdentlil 
• Real Estate 

FilA & VA 
tnspecbans 

JOHN ERHARD f • OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA- PO BOX 275 

ESTABLIS-HED 1950 

SALES-SIIOWROO~I 616 663-7400 

SERVICE-I' ARTS-STORAGE 616 699-5103 

Pontoon!\: Sanpay. Aqua Patio. Sweetwater. 
Stern Drives: O.MC. Cobra. Voh,.o, Mercruaser 
Boat Lineso Jlurricane Deck, Ebbtide & Starcraft 
Motor Lines: Johnson, Force, Mariner. _nunda. \amaha 
Lowe Princecraft and Starcrafi Alum lishmg pac~ages. _Strato~ 
Bass Boats. Jet Boats & Paddle Boats. Shore StatiOn Hmsts.' 
T "1 Alumi·Span Piers and Parts. Petttt Manne Pamt. 1 ull 
s:i~~~rim shop featuring custom boat covers & upholstery 
Boat Accessories. 

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service 

63021 Birch Ad. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandalia. Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

1616) 476-2370 

~i® 
{ SEPTIC SERVICE ) 

Fast Service. We Retum All Calls~ We Sack Flush 
Ucensed and lo3Ured In Mlchlgao 111nd Indiana 

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE 
LLOYD VAUGHN - OWNER 

32so2 M-62 west. youi"re ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac. Michigan 49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 

(616) 7B2-4ooo specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 
50 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 

of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program. called 
--Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
in the buyers! 



BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

QUALITY MOLDS FOR PLASTICS CUSTOM INJE~TION MOLDING 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PI<YVY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

Havfl fi Saffl and Fun Summvr! 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 
PHONE: 476-2272 

24.110UR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

l\11NI MARKET- VIDEOS 

8:011 AM TO 7:311 PJ\1 (Mil SUNDAY TIIRU THURSDAY 
• 8:00AM TO 8:00 Pi\1 (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:311 TO 12:30 (1\11) 

•• TOM * BETTY * BECKY** 

DISCOVER- VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62216 WILSON A VENUE 
CASSOPOLIS. MI -191131 

- . . \. 
(6t6) 445-3176 l"'' \V ,,_· 

~- i> 'If'''~ 
SHORE STATIONS ~ \_~<'­

SERVICE 
PIERS 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE 

JOHNSON. OM C. EVINRUDE 

TOI\1 THORPE 

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOME. BOAT, AUTO. RV 
INSIDE-OUTSIDE 

MINI WAREHOUSES- 4 SIZES 
PICKUP, DELIVERY, AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 

1\1-611 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

APPRAISAL SERVICES. INC. 

227 Dixie Way North 
Suite 235 South Bend 

Office: 219 277-7777 
Home: 616 476-2227 

Residential ap11raisals in St. Joseph and Elkhart Counties 

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante - Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIA10R SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 24 Hour Emergency 

Wrecker Service • lYE USE TilE LATEST 
UHE11ifiNE PAINTS "!Ve are the P.est in the Business" 

476-2441 Accept No Substitutes 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD .. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd .. Vandalia 


