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Allowing a former English teacher to see this years' "Colillllodore's 
Comments" was a mistake. She graciously (and with perhaps more mirth than was 
merited) expounded upon some egregious spelling errors and stilted styling, with the 
result that I now suffer from a monumental case of 'Writer's block Thanks Mom! 
(She's still exacting revenge for the "frog incident" of 1973.) 

It was delightful to see so many of you at the cocktail party last Saturday. 
Special thanks are due to veteran bartenders Bruce Wagner and Dean Davis and to 
their protege Bob Herms. 

With last weekend's glorious weather Summer seems fmally to have arrived. 
After the regatta on Saturday, J1.me 29, the next BLYC events are clustered around 
the 4th of July holidays. Fireworks are scheduled for nightfall on July 4 (with a 
July 5 raindate). The boat parade will begin at 4 p.m. (lnd), ($p.m. Mich time) on 
Saturday, July 5, beginning at Jobn and Claudia Gableman's (South# 48). The 
Pancake Breakfast is tentatively planned for 8 a.m. (Ind), (9 a.m. Mich time) at 
Camp Tannadoonah. The sailing season will also officially commence (that is, 
scores will begin to be kept) on the 4th of July weekend. For more information 
about the June 29 regatta and the sailing schedule, please peruse Fleet Captain Bob 
King's materials in this issue. 

Although Homeowners' Association dues can be paid any time, you are 
encouraged to do so by July 1 in order to be eligil:lle to vote for the directors ofthe 
Homeowners' Association who will serve for the next three years. The annual 
Homeowners' Association dues are $10. The current directors of the Homeowners' 
Association are Dean Davis, Bill King, Herm Kruggel, Rick Russworm and Scott 
Troeger. 

1997 CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Fireworks 

Boat Parade 

Pancake Brcaklast 

Garage Sale 

Friday. July 4, Dark 
Saturday, July 5, Rain date 

Saturday, July 5, 4:00pm 

Sunday, July 6, 8:00am 

Saturday,July 12 

Vice-Commodore's Party-Karoake Saturday, July 19 

Men's UolfOuting Friday, July 25 

Homeowner's Assn Committee 
Annual Meeting 

Ladies· Golf Outing 

Jimmy llufl'ct Party 

Corn and Sausage 

Fall Dinner 

Sailing Trophies 

Friday, August I 

Saturday, August 2 

Saturday, August9, 5:30 

Saturday, August 23 

Monday, September I, !O:OOam 

'J'annadoonah 

Tannadoonah 

BLYC 

Park Shore/ 
BLYC 

BLYC 

Park Shore/ 
BLYC 

BLYC 

BLYC 

BLYC 

BLYC 



DUES AND FL.~WORKS CON1RIBUTIONS 

The following have paid dues before the Barker publication deadline. An Asterisk indicates those from whom 
fireworks contributions have been received. If you believe any of this information is incorrect, please check 
with Scott Troeger or Linda Rasmussen. 

Asi re, Marty* 
Asire, Jack & Evelyn* 
Ball, John & Jennifer* 
Ball, John & Marty* 
Barker, Kevin & Sherry 
Beck, Jim & Sally* 
Bender, Dick* 
Benjamin, John & Rita 
Bernaciak, Kenneth & Mary 
Ellen* 
Blackwood, Howard & Beth* 
Bliler, Frank & Grace* 
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie 
Brown, John* 
Budzinski, Loretta* 
Burke, Allan & Jackie* 
Burket, Carl & Edythe* 
Carpenter, Reg & Mildred 
Curtis, Terry & Linda* 
Coan, James* 
Coles, Deanna 
Cote, Adrian 
Courtney, AI & Norma* 
Cover, AI & Liz* 
Davis, Dean & Phyllis* 
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy* 
Dennert, Larry & Kay* 
Doba, Bill & Judy* 
Droulet, John & Loretta* 
Dudeck, Phil & Lisa 
Dufor, Duffy & Sue* 
Dugan, Terry & Carol* 
Eberhart, Gib & Barbara* 
Emory, Tim &Becky* 
Foley, William & Gladys* 
Foos, Jim & Carole* 

Funk, Clarence & Nancy Jo* 
Gaik, Judy & Ray 
Garceau, Bernie & Blair* 
Golden, Marc & Ilene* 
Greenig, Kay & Bob* 
Harman, Don & Lind* 
Harris, Bill & Dianna* 
Harris, Gwen* 
Hayden, Bill & Letitia* 
Hettmansperger, Jim* 
Helms, Bob & Slayter, Marty* 
Hornbeck, Ira & Mary 
Horvath, Steve & Irene* 
Howard, Tom & Colleen 
Jones, Victory & Leslie* 
Kinner, David & Marjorie* 
Klappauf, Ray & Lolita* 
Kolber, Chet & Vivian* 
Koontz, Thelma* 
Krueger, Lorene* 
Kruggel, Herm & Bev* 
Landesman, Charles & 
Rosalie* 
LaPierre, Chuck & Cherie* 
Leatherman, Phyllis* 
Lindenfeld, Fred & Marilyn* 
Lindzy, Ricchard & Judy* 
Luecht, Bill & Patty* 
Minix, Cisco & Roberta* 
Monroe, Norman & Nancy* 
Morrison, Bob 
Mullin, Rich & Pam* 
Mumaw, Jerry & Beth* 
Olson, Dave& Judy* 
O'Brien, Joe & Betty 
O'Neill, Bill & Maryann* 

Papandria, Sheryl* 
Petit, Claude & Claire* 
Pletcher, Ruth* 
Price, Eileen* 
Rasmussen, Buzz & Linda* 
Reynolds, Dan & Janet* 
Richmond, Margaret* 
Richwine, Mike & Debbie* 
Rieth, Bud & Louise* 
Russworm, Rick & Pat* 
Sauders, Ray & Sonia* 
Sante, Marty & Doris* 
Sargent, Kevin & Jan* 
Scofield, John & Laveta* 
Stevens, Pat* 
Tjaden, James & Janita 
Troeger, Earl & Connie* 
Troeger, Tom & Pat* 
Troeger,Scott & Holly* 
Tunicliffe, Bill & Joanne* 
Vath, Helen* 
Waddle, Bob & Sue* 
Walker, Brad & Nancy* 
Wagner, Bruce & Sue* 
Weesner, Bernie & Helen* 
Weesner, Keith & Denny* 
Welch,Randy & Fran* 
White, Phyllis* 
Williams, Patrick & Sue* 
Williams, Jerry & Mattie* 
Wiseman, Terry & Becky 
Witchie, Ron & Linda* 
Wozniak, Ben & Vanessa* 
Zelasko, Mildred* 
Zesinger, Bud & Barb* 

TO JOIN BL YC or DONATE TO FIREWORKS 

Nrune, __________________________________ Tcl~hmre•------------------

LrureAdfueM;;_ --~-------------------------------------------

YACHT CLUB DUES 
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION DUES 
SAILING FEE- INDIVIDUAL 
OTHER 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
BUILDlNG IMPROVEMENT FUND 
WATER QUALITY PROGRAM 
RIPARIAN MAGAZINE (annual subscription) 

Total 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 

s_ 

Checks payable to: 
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB 

Mailing address for Riparian 
Masazine: _________ _ 

Please give your donation to any of the following Officers/Directors: 

Commodore: Scott Troeger 
Vice-Commodore: AI Cover 
Fleet Captain: Bob King 
Secretary: Melanie Hall 
Treasurer: Linda Rasmussen 
Past Commodore: Sue Wagner 

Directors: Liz Cover Marc Golden Dick Green 
Dean Davis Melanie Hall Bill King 
Don Harman Herm Kruggel Tim Steffan 
Earl Troeger Margie Trybus Fran Welch 
Rick Russworm Buzz Rasmris~en 



FOR SALE-12' Aluminum Fishing boat with 6hp Johnson Motor and boat 
lift - $650 Call the Walkers at 476-2515 

MOVING SALE - Ward's House, 63155 Walnut Street, Bedrooms sets, 
Antique Dining Set, outdoor furniture, lawn . ·m:ower, Housewares, 
spreader, Many items too numerous to mention':; 476-2745 - Sale 
dates Saturday and Sunday June 21 and 22. 

LAURA EMORY, age 11, recently returned from a school trip to st. 
Malo, France, on the Brittany coast. Laura thought the family she 
stayed with was interesting and that overall it was a good trip, 
but she noted that "France is weird." 

congratulations to Ryan Gableman for receiving the silver medal in 
the recent INT International Water Sports Wakeboard competition. 
Look for Ryan doing his various wakeboard tricks on Birch.Lake. 

If you are looking for a BABYSITTER, please contact Brittany 
Gableman at 2132. Brittany is 12 years old and CPR certified. 

The annual 4th of JULY BOAT PARADE will be held Saturday, July 5th 
at 4:00pm. Decorate your boat in any style! Be fancy like these 
past entries - Cleopatra's Barge, the Giant supersoaker, Pirate 
ship, Gilligan's Island, etc. or just put a few flags and balloons 
and join in the fun! There is no entry fee and all boats receive 
a prize. At 4:00 pick up your entry# at the Reynold's two story 
natural cedar home on the South side and proceed past the judges on 
the Gableman's pier a few houses from the Reynolds. All boats then 
parade around the Lake for all to see. Back at the Gableman's, 
awards will be presented. Let's keep this wonderful Birch Lake 
tradition going! Participate and become part of the fun. If you 
have any questions, call Claudia Gableman at #2132. 

LADIES GOLF OUTING - Mark your calendars for the Ladies Golf Outing 
to be held on Friday, August 1st (9am Indiana time) at the Park 
Shores Golf Course, cassopolis. It will be a scramble format again 
with a delicious luncheon and awards ceremony at the Yacht Club. 
More details to follow in the next Barker. 

MEN'S 
Date: 

GOLF OUTING - The 37th Annual·· Birch Lake Open 
Friday, July 25, 1997 

Time: ll:OOam (IN) - Shotgun start 
Place: Park Shore Golf Club, Cassopolis, MI 
Price: $50 per man for golf, cart, favor, door prizes, prime 

rib dinner, refreshments 
Deadline: July 19 - First come, first served basis. 72 golfer 

limit 
contact: Rich Mullin - 8820 or 219-277-8884 

Al Cover - 9339 
Entry fees can be dropped off at Rich Mullins on weekends. 
sponsors: Hole and door prize sponsors needed. Special thanks to 
last years sponsors: Kruggel, Lawton & Co. (Kevin Kruggel), Buzz 
Rasmussert, Barger Box (Randy Welsh), Bender Mold (Dick Bender), 
Eagle Lake Marine, Factory Tile, Inc. (Lindzy's), American Express, 
Financial Advisors (Bob King), Transamerica (Dan Reynolds), Wells 
Electronics, Inc. (Rich Mullin). 

CRESSY and e.-aBetter . 
EVERETT T~d!N HQfq~§" 
FOR ALL YOUR LAKE PROPERTY NEEDS 

JI.Skfor NANCY WALKER 
1993-96 TOP LISTING & SALES AGENT. 
MULTI-MILLION PRODUCER ' 

I work weekends. 
So you don't have to. 

HOME 616-47~515 OFFICE 616-699-5164 

24 HOUR# SOQ-385-2763 



i.·' •r·. 

B L June 1997 

y c FLEET NEWS 
A.hoy there! The prese:uon is under way & it's been wild. The wind bas.been outstanding. You may have 
seen three Sunfish streaking across the lake on Sunday June 8th. The Sunfish has a plming hull. As speed 
increases it rises on the water &; surfs on top (rather than eutting through&: displacing it). Last Sunday, 
Fathers Day, was all this Dad could ask for. It was a beautiful brisk day where we rose on plane in bursts, 
sailing three smooth speedy races. Better still, we had two new sailors out for practice. Wdcome! 

Sunday, June 22nd, we will sail at 2:00pm to give afternoon racing a try. After that I'll poll the fleet as to 
preference, we'll pick a time&; stick with it for the season (regattas are exceptions). Speaking of regattas, 
r<gatta kid? is in 8 days. After that we soil the 4th of July regatta (2:00 pm · 07104 &; 11:00 am· 07 105). 

In convers:~.tion with bkelanders I'm told about aU the other things kids have to do today: soccer, power~ 
boats, PWCs, etc. I wonder if they were ever introduced to sailing? Turned loose without being shown 
could lead to frustration (see points of sail, .last Barker). Try to ride with a sailor the fxrst time out. 

Anyone can drive a jet·ski, tbat,s why they are so dangerous- too much power coupled with little (or no) 
instruction. Sailing is an acquired art.· H you dislike PWCs you should love sailors ... we :are sooo quiet! 
What we need from the boaters is right-of-way. Please remember &: remind guests not to eut through 
races & give way to sailboats at all times - check out the rules in the Michigan Boater's Guide. 

,·,-gatta kid? will sail Sunday June 29th. Gather at the public lot bdow the Yacht Club (next to Bender's) 
at 10:00 am for registration, coffee, juice & doughnuts. Captain & crew need to report with their boats 
ready- I will arrange a temporary tie up. Everyone is welcome, the entry fee is SO, there will be prizes 
for the winners&: a FREE shirt for the kids (see bdow). 

We'll n.-gatta at 11:00 am. Hopefully we can get in three races on a short course in an hour. When I say 
short course, I mean SHORT - geared to the attention span of a kid --the triangle may be as small as 150 
yards per leg. Contact me by Sunday June 22nd so I can have a shirt ready for your crew. Come on out! 

All times are Indiana Standard Time (we never change ..• ). 

• 
regatta 

kid? 
Birch. Eak.e Sailing E:lub 

Let's have fun & 
sail safe. Provide a 
PFD for the kids. 
Maybe even wear them oursdves! 

just gotta regatta ... regatta kid? ... just gotta regatta ... 

~ 
¥lc gatta kid? 

SO entry fee covers prize for the winners & T~shirts for the kids. You've g,QUahave a kid on board to sail! 
Any boat, any age &: borrowed kids are ok ... send your entry &; $0 to me or eall 2128 this weekend. 

Cap'n ---~--
kid 

Class shirt s-:iz_e ___ _ Adult· SIMI LIIXL IXXL 
kid· 2-4 (xs), 6-8 (s), 10-12 (m), 1~16 (!) ------

J3ob King, Fleet Captain, 1958 E. Denslow Dr., South Bend, IN 46614 (h) 299-0705 (w) 232-0881 . (e) 276-9999 



ERHARDT 
Termite &: Pe.at Management 

• Pest ContrOl 
• T ermue CotllrOI 
• Rodent ContrOl 
• F1oa ConiiOI 

• Commeretar 
• Res1Cienna1 
• Real Estate 

FHA & VA 
Compellllve lnsDtC!Ions 
Low Prlcea 

JOMN EFIHAROT • OW,..EFI 

{616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA· PO BOX 275 

FACE IT, 
A Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

A first-rate alternative to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & countertops 

at tremendous savings! 
• Customized Kkchens • Custom Fitted Countertops 
• Quality Hart!wood Doors • Superior Workmanship 

.... 

SALES.SJJOWitOOM 616 663-74011 

SER\'ICE-I'ARTS.STORAGE 616 699-5103 

rontoon~: San pay .. Aqua Patio. S'vectwntcr 
Stern Drive~: OMC. Cobra~ Voh:o, 1\llercruiscr 
Boat Lines: llurricane Deck, Ebbtide & Starcrart 
1\.lotor Lines: Johnson. Force, Mariner. llonda, Yamaha 
Lowe. Princeci'aft and Starcrafi Alum fishing packab'"CS. Stralos 
Bass Boats. Jet Boats & Paddle Boats. Shore Station Hoists. 
Trailers. Alumi..Span Piers and Parts. Pettit Marine Paint. J:un 
~e':"ice trim shop featuring custom boat covers &-upholstery 
Boat Accessories. 

St. Jos:eph/Cass CoUntY Listing Service 

63021 Bireh Rd. 
at Birch lake 

Vandalia. Ml 49095 

Fast S~rvice • Ws Aatum All Calls- We Sack Aush 
Ucons«< :and INUred In Mlcl\93n and Indiana 

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE 
LLOYD VAUGHN - OWNER 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

1616) 47&2370 

32so2 M-62 west. en you;·'re ready to sell your lake property, we 

ESTABLISJ-IED 1950 

Dowagiac, Michigan _49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

50 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 

- .Direct Lake Property Marketing. 
So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 

in the buyers I 



BENDER 
< .. •\. 

PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

C£li1J! i ,.,\,!'·'! ·}1 ii·' ;t A •!fi i '*1 c;•ti '·'\'/' ':e1 #i; ,., :a&'·' e.,': [tJ 
55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P'tWVY 

MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

Have fi Safe and Fun Summer! 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

I'IIONE: 476-2272 

24 !lOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REI' AIR 

MiNIMARKET- VIDEOS 

8:00AM TO 7:311 PM (MI) SUNDAY TIIRU THURSDAY 
' 8:1111 AM TO 8:110 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (1\11) 

•• TOM • BETTY • BECKY •• 

DISCOVER- VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
(>2276 WILSON AVENUE 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml -19031 

(616) 445-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PIERS 
PADDLE BOATS 

STORAGE 
JOHNSON. OMC. E\'INRUDE 

TOM THORPE 

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOME. BOAT, AllTO. RV 
INSIDE-OUTSIDE 

MINI WAREHOliSES- 4 SIZES 
PICKUP, DELIVERY, AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 

M-611 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

APPRAISAL SERVICES. INC. 

227 Dixie Way North 
Suite 235 South Bend 

Office: · 219 277-7777 
Home: 616 4 76-2227 

Residential appraisals in St. Joseph and Elkhart Counties 

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante - Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP •.----:. 

"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 24 Hour Emergency 
• 1'/E USE TilE LATE..'>T Wrecker Service 

lll~"Tl!J."\NE PAIN'l'S "He are the P.est in the Business" 

476-2441 Accept No Substitutes 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD .. TURN -

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Ad., Vandalia 


