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The' sixteen boats and 34 sailors participating in last Sunday's Kidgatta 

(ten Sunfish and 6 MC's) presented a colorful array of sails not seen on the 
lake for years. Thanks are extended to the sailors who provided the boats, to 
the Committee Boat operators at the start and finish lines and particularly to 
Bob King for organizing the event 

Independence Day and the Fourth of July have become nearly 
synonymous, but the Continental Congress actually voted for independence 
from Great Britain on July 2, 1776. The Declaration of Independence was 
signed two days later to explain the action already taken. John Adams wrote 
effusively to his wife Abigail that "The second day of July, 1776, will be ... 
celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival ... 
solenmized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from 
this time forward, forevennore." Based on that equally confident and 
erroneous prediction, if John Adams were here today he would probably 
either be a meteorologist or an economist. 

The following events are scheduled for the Fourth of July weekend. 
The fireworks display will be launched from Camp Tannadoonah and is 
planned for dark on Friday, July 4, with a "raindate" of Saturday July 5. 
1he Boat Parade will be at 4 p.m. (Ind. time), 5 p.m. (Mich. time) on 
Saturday, July 5 and will begin and finish at John and Claudia Gableman's (S 
48) with trophies to be distributed by a distinguished and incorruptible panel 
of judges. The Boat Parade is a perfect opportunity for exhibitionists and 
voyeurs alike, so plan either to participate in a boat or cheer from shore. The 
Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, July 6 at Camp Tannadoonah 
beginning at 8 am. (Ind. time), 9 a.m. (Mich. time). The Birch Lake Yacht 
Club makes a donation to Camp Tannadoonah out of the proceeds of the 
Pancake Breakfast. 

The next board of directors meeting will be at the clubhouse on 
Saturday, July 12 at 9 a.m. (Ind. time), 10 a.m. (Mich. time) . .l realize Marc 
GQlden would prefer an earlier time, but this will give him the early morning 
hours to complete repairs to ilene's chimney. 
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Mike Goetstein instructing a «Regatta Kid", aka Grandson Brent during last Sunday's outing. 

HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION NEWS 

The public vote on the proposed thirty year 9.1 mill property tax increase for the Constantine Public Schools 
construction program has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 23, 1997. All of Birch Lake except the West 
side and the Cove is in the Constantine Public School district and would be affected by the proposed property 
tax. 

CHRIS BALL, age II and a 5'h grader at Jefferson Elemental)' School, Middlebuty, Indiana, was recently 
named Student of the Year' He and his parents, John and Jennifer, were honored at a breakfast given by the 
Middlebury Optimist Club. Chris also received a $50 savings bond. Way to go Chris! 

FOUND- An inflatable whale, which beached itself during the recent storms. To identify and reclaim this 
denizen of the deep, please contact the Lindzys, at 476-9868 

MARKET ANALYSIS FOR PROPOSED BIRCH LAKE SECURITY PATROL- A four year Cass County 
Sheriffs Deputy, fully bonded, is offering random patrol service for cottages 3 to I 0 times weekly, day or 
night. Interior inspection may also be arranged for vacated residences. Surveillance vehicles will be clearly 
identifiable and theft deterrent decals will be available for windows. Depending upon demand, one or two 
additional full time deputies will be employed. (This service is not affiliated with the Cass County Sheriff 
Department.) 

Please direct any questions to JeffBienz at (616) 476-2517. I will cater to you needs. Your response is vital in 
determining viability for this service. 

1997 CALENDER OF EVENTS 

l'ircworb Friday, .lulv 4 Dark 
" - " 

Saturday, July 5, Rain date 

Boat Parade Saturday, July 5, 4:00pm 

Pancake Breakfast Sunday, July 6, 8:00am 

<.larage Sale Saturday. July 12 

Men"s (lolfOuting Friday, July?§" 

Vice-Commodore. s Party-Karoake Saturday, July J.&b 
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Annual Meeting 

Ladies· Golf" Outing 
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Corn and Sausage 
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Sailing Trophies 
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Saturday. August 23 
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If you are looking for a BABYSrTTER, please contact Br,ittl!l.ny 
Gl!l.b~eml!l.n at 2132. Brittany is 12 years old and CPR certified. 

The annual 4th of JULY BOAT PARADE will be held Saturday, July 5th 
at 4:0opm. Decorate your boat in any style! Be fancy like these 
past entries - Cleopatra's Barge, the Giant supersoaker, Pirate 
ship, Gilligan's Island, etc. or just put a few flags and balloons 
and join in the fun! There is no entry fee and all boats receive 
a prize. At 4:00 pick up your entry # at the Reynold's two story 
natural cedar home on the south side and proceed past the judges on 
the Gableman's pier a few houses from the Reynolds. All boats then 
parade around the Lake for all to see. Back at the Gableman's, 
awards will be presented. Let's keep this wonderful Birch Lake 
tradition going! Participate and become part of the fun. If you 
have any questions, call Claudia Gableman at #2~32. 

Ladies Golf Outing 
Park Shores Golf Course, Cassopolis, MI 
Friday, August 1st at 9:00am (Indiana time) 

Join us at the next Birch Lake Ladies Golf Outing. We will play a "scramble " 
again, teaming four players of varying abilities .. . you needn't be a pro to play. 
Everyone takes their shot and you all move to the "best ball". It's a great way for 
both beginners and frequent golfers to go out on the course and have some fun! 

After golf in the morning we will share a delicious lunch as well as the awards ceremony at the • 
Yacht Club. The cost is $25 --make checks payable to: BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB- LADIES 
GOLF OUTING. It is always helpful to make your own foursome, otherwise we will assemble 
groups as best we can. Please submit your entry no later than .fJ1Jy_ ].QJh. 

Call, drop off, or mail your form and payment to: 

Pam Mullin 
14859 Birch N. Shore Dr. 
476-8820 I 277-8884 

Leslie King 
1958 E. Denslow Dr. 
299-0705 

LeKing 
14877 Birch, N. Shore Dr. 
476-2118 

37th Birch Lake Open 
Park Shores GolfCourse, Cassopolis, MI 

Friday, July 25th at 11:00 am (IN), shotgun start! 

The $50 I man entry fee covers golf, cart, favor, door prizes, refreshments & prime rib dinner. 
While the deadline for registration is July 19th, remember this is on a first-come-first-served 
basis ... we fill the course with 72 golfers. Thanks again to those who have sponsored holes & 
provided door prizes 'in the past, we hope you will support this years event as well. 

Contact Rich Mullin at 8820 I 277-8884 -or-Al Cover at 9339 

Ladies Golf Outing I 37th Annual Birch Lake Open 

I am registering for (circle one above) Payment is enclosed 0 
Name ---------------­
phone ----------------

Foursome: 
1 

2 ------------------------------
3 ----------------------------
4 ------------------------------



July 1997 

FLEET NEWS 
The preseason is over. culminating with regatta kid? sailed last Sunday. The response was grea:t! It was S'W'eet 
to see 16 boats bit the lake with 20 kids aboard! My thanks go out to the sailors, especially those who busily 
rigged their boats Sunday morning. Our gathering prior to racing brought back fond mexnories of the pre race 
parties at Earl Troeger's place- sailors renewing friendships & excited. kids ready to regatta. If you liked·the look 
from shore, you should have heard all the kids as the clock counted down to the stOU"t •.• music to this sailor's ears. 
The wind £ailed to fill in & made for a squi:relly race, some OO:~.ts dropping out altogether. Diehards stayed out for 
a second race though some kids bailed. out (my boy included). This year, if the wind fails we have a 30 minute rule 
to scuttle drifters. If a boat does not make the first mark in 30 m.inutes the race is over &: thrown out. Thanks go 
to Starters' Steve, Julie lk Jared I Finisher" Stan, Marilyn &; Leslie (on the Graceful Lady). 

regatta kid? results: 

Sunfish Jim Bolinger ·Jay 
Stewart Spr2tt • Chris &; Mike 
Len Ferguson • Adom 
John Gableman. Bnttany 
Mike Mach2l.leck · Erin 
Mike Gotstein - Brent 
Marty Sante • Nick 
Dave Olson· the invisible kid 
Doug Weaver - the invisible kid too 
Bob King • C>l 

MCs Bruce Harlan - Lauren 
Don Harman • Angie &; C21lie 
Scott Troeger· Amy, Tor:y &: Chris 
Tom How:ord ·Garth, Juhe, Jessie&; Colleen 
Harold Cr>mner ·Chad 

the r~kid.? deiga h:J been doa=ci to BLYC@ 

• 
• ~\rega~ta 

' -- I ktd? 
Bircti. Eak.e Saili:Bg €lull 

1st race 2nd race Overall 

4 dns winner 
dnf dns winner 
dnf dns winner 
5 dns winner 
3 dns winner 
6 dns winner 
7 dns winner 
2 2 winner 
? 3 winner 
1 1 winner 

5 3 winner 
4 dnf winner 
3 2 winner 
2 dns winner 
1 I winner 

The 4th of July Regatta will 
sail this weekend: 

Friday · 2:00 pm 
Saturday· 11:00 am 

211 t.iml= :aTe In<llila Sund.ard 

ASHLIE NICOLE celebrated her 1" Birthday July 8th. Ashlie is the foster daughter of Ron and Staci 
Whiteman. Big brother Ian joined in the celebration. 

1995- 25' SANPAN PONTOON BOAT with 1996 YAMAHA 40. Curtis 476-9852 

CHRIS and MIKE SPRATT have had a great week at their place on the North side of Birch Lake. The boys 
and their parents, STEW ART and MARILYN, from Edgewood, Ky spent the past week enjoying a "relaxing" 
time swimming, skiing and rafting in the sun. Marilyn is the Queen of the Raft, Mike is the fishing champion 
and Chris is the skiing master. UNCLE STAN, from Lansing, took everyone skiing and tubing. Stewart will 
be sore for the next few weeks. ·This summer marks 30 years of splendid home ownership for the Spratts. They 
are all looking forward to many more years to come. 

The 3RD ANN{IAL BIRCH LAKE GARAGE SALE will be held Saturday, July 12 10-6(Michigan Time). 
I fyou are interested in participating please give $1 to a Birch Lake Director and place a balloon on your 
mailbox the day of the sale. The garage sale will be locally advertised. If you have any questions call Claudia 
Gableman 2132. 



DUES AND FIREWORKS CON1RlBUTIONS 

The following have paid dues before the Barker publication deadline. An Asterisk indicates those from whom 
fireworks contributions have been received. If you believe any of this information is incorrect, please check 
with Scott Troeger or Linda Rasmussen. 

Asire, Marty* 
Asi~e, iack & Evelyn* ··· 
Ball, John & Jennifer* 
Ball, John & Marty* 
Barker, Kevin & Sherry 
Beck, Jim & Sally* 
Beers, Becky (Griffith)/Keith* 
Bender, Dick* 
Benjamin, John & Rita 
Bergan, Jim & Linda* 
Bemaciak, Kenneth & Mary 
Ellen* 
Blackwood, Howard & Beth* 
Bliler, Frank & Grace* 
Blue, Jim & Shirley* 
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie 
Brown, John* 
Budzinski, Loretta* 
Burke, Allan & Jackie* 
Burket, Carl & Edythe* 
Caenepeel, Joe* 
Carpenter, Reg & Mildred 
Coan, James* 
Coles, Deanna 
Collings, Rich & Peggy* 
Cote, Adrian 
Courtney, AI & Norma* 
Cover, AI & Liz* 
Cowen, Richard & Peggy* 
Curtis, Steve & Deborah* 
Curtis, Terry & Linda* 
Custard, Phil & Betsy* 
Davis, Dean & Phyllis* 
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy* 
Dennett, Larry & Kay* 
Doba, Bill & Judy* 
Doolittle, Rick & Kathy* 
Drinkall, Tom & Shirley* 
Drolet, John & Loretta* 

· Dudeck, Phil & Lisa 
Dufor, DuffY & Sue* 
Dugan, Terry & Carol* 
Eberhart, Gib & Barbara* 
Emory, Tim & Becky* 
Ferguson, Len & Delisa* 
Foley, William & Gladys* 
Foos, Jim & Carole* 

Funk, Clarence & Nancy Jo* 
Gaik, Judy & Ray 
Garceau, Bernie & Blair* 
Golden, Marc & Ilene* 
Gotstein, Mike & Marge* 
Griffith, Tom & Betty* 
Green, Dick & Barb* 
Greenig, Kay & Bob* 
Groszek, John & Lois* 
Harman, Don & Lind* 
Harris, Bill & Dianna* 
Harris, Gwen* 
Hayden, Bill & Letitia* 
Hettmansperger, Jim* 
Herms, Bob & Slayter, Marty* 
Hornbeck, Ira & Mary 
Horvath, Steve & Irene* 
Howard, Tom & Colleen 
Jones, Victor & Leslie* 
King, Bill & Le* 
King, Bob & Leslie* 
Kinner, David & MaJjorie* 
Klappauf, Ray & Lolita* 
Kolber, Chet & Vivian* 
Koontz, Thelma* 
Krueger, Lorene* 
Kruggel, Herm & Bev* 
Landesman, Charles/Rosalie* 
LaPierre, Chuck & Cherie* 
Leach, LJ & Norma* 
Leatherman, Phyllis* 
Lindenfeld, Fred & Marilyn* 
Lindzy, Richard & Judy* 
Lochmandy, Jeanette/ Elaine* 
Luecht, Bill & Patty* 
Lyzen, Bill 
Machalleck, John & Arline* 
Machalleck, Mike & Katha* 
McCay, Larry & Deb* 
McNamee, Kathleen* 
Messner, Jim & Judy 
Minix, Cisco & Roberta* 
Monroe, Norman & Nancy* 
Morrison, Bob 
Mullin, Rich & Pam* 
Mumaw, Jerry & Beth* 
Nagy, Ernie & Jane* 

TO PAY DUES or DONATIONS 

Narne;s ____________________________ ~-------

Niezgodski, Ron & Kathy* 
Olson, Dave& Judy* 
O'Brien, Joe & Betty* 
O'Neill, Bill & Maryann* 
Papimdria, Sheryl* 
Parnell, Dorothy* 
Petit, Claude & Claire* 
Pletcher, Ruth* 
Price, Eileen* 
Rasmussen, Buzz & Linda* 
Reynolds, Dan & Janet* 
Richmond, Margaret* 
Richwine, Mike & Debbie* 
Rieth, Bud & Louise* 
Russworm, Rick & Pat* 
Rzeszewski, Paul & Billie* 
Sanders, Ray & Sonia* 
Sante, Marty & Doris* 
Sargent, Kevin & Jan* 
Scofield, John & Laveta * 
Sikorski, Joseph & Lenore* 
Steffan, Tim & Irene* 
Stevens, Pat* 
Thayer, Jim* 
Tjaden, James & Janita 
Troeger, Earl & Connie* 
Troeger, Tom & Pat* 
Troeger,Scott & Holly* 
· Tunicliffe, Bill & Joanne* 
Vath, Helen* 
Valentijn, Nico & Lynette* 
Waddle, Bob & Sue* 
Walker, Brad& Nancy* 
Wagner, Bruce & Sue* 
Weesner, Bernie & Helen* 
Weesner, Keith & Denny* 
Welch,Randy & Fran* 
White, Phyllis* 
Winarski, Wanda* 
Williams, Patrick & Sue* 
Williams, Jerry & Mattie* 
Wiseman, Terry & Becky 
Witchie, Ron & Linda* 
WoziJiak, Ben & Vanessa* 
Zelasko, Mildred*· · 
Zesinger, Bud & Barb* 

Telephone __________ __ 

Lake Address: ____________ ~----------------------~--~----------

Yacht Club Dues $20 
Homeowner's Assn. Dues 10 
Sailing Fee-Individual 10 
Other 
Fireworks 
Building Improvement Fund 
Water Quality Program 
Riparian Magazine (annual) 7 
Mailing address for Riparian: 

Total check to BLYC $ __ 

Yes No 

Please give your donation to any officer or director. 



\..:.KE.SSY andWJDBetter 
EVERETT TT .... H<2rr!.s;~., 
FOR ALL YOUR LAKE PROPERTY NEEDS 

,I.S•fo' NANCY WALKER 
I work weekends. 

!993-96 TOP LISTING & SALES AGENT· 
MULTI-MILLION PRODUCER 

HOME 616-476-2515 OFFICE 6111-699-5164 

24 HOUR# 800-385-2763 

ERHARDT 
Termite & Pest Management 

So you don't have to. 

St. Joseph/Can County listing Service 

• Pest Coofrol 
• Term1te Contto! 
• Rodent COC'1 trot 
• f"Jea Control 

Competitive 
LOw Prle•• 

• CommerC!.ll 
• Resraenuat 
• R!!al Estate 

FHA & VA 
Jnsoecuons 

JOMN ERHARO r • QWNEA 

(6 16) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANOALiA- Po BOX 2;5 

63021 Birch Rd. 
a1 Sirch Lak!: 

Vandalia. M! 49095 

E. JC:i"YCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

(616) 476-2370 

Ea~le lake· Marine 'Where Rln 1s Everythfng" 
Runooouts ··sass Boats • Po:JoOOoo eoats 

Oect<. 60ats • Pa::ld!e Boals • C<rloes • .let Boats flO!Sli • PIER PMtS 

-.J~- ~-~ 
PJumoom Boats fi.$Shli 

PARTS & SfRVICE 
St-•rrr>-n Shoo 

6ron JboeA 

(616} 699-5103 

New Showroom Open 
l'earROlR!d 

U...wd~ .. Dlich(s• 4$112 

SALES SHOWROOM 
& A::ces9Cirte-s 

252:25 us 1~ tan 

!6161 663-7400 



ERHARDT, .. 
Termite & Pe.al Management 

• Put Clll'llrOl 
• Ttrm•le ConiiOf 
• Rocltnt Control 
• FlQ Control 

CompeiiUve 
Low Prlcea 

• Ctlmmerc~;J 
• Resu~enuai 
• R1al Estate 

FHA & VA. 
l~ll<Cnons 

JOMN f.RHARO r • OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA • PO BOX 2;5 

FACE IT, 
A Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

A first-rate alternative to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & countertops 

at tremendous savings! 
• Customized Knchens • Custom fltted Countenops 
• Quality Hanlwood Doors • Superior Worl«nanshlp 

' ~... .· .. . 

SAU:S..SIIOWitOOM . 616 66J·740u ·w·· .~~~. 
SER\'IC.'E-I'ARTS..STORAGt: 616 699-5103 a\ 
l'ontonn~: $anp•y .. Aqua Patio, Swtttwntcr. '·o.a.1111•· ;p."J 
Stern Orin~: QMC, Cobra, Vohro1 J\-h:-rcrvl3Cr 
Boat Unes: Hurricane Dec:~ .. Ebbtitle & Starcraft 
Motor Lines: Johnson, Force, Mariner, Honda, Yamaha 
Lowe. Princecrafi and Suucrafi Alum fishing packages .. ~trn:to!' 

. ·sw:s Boats. Jet Boa\!5 &. PeddtC· Bollts. Shore Station Hoist::>. 
Trailers. AtumiwSpan Piers. and Pan.c;. Pettit Marine Prrint. l;ull 
,~iee trim shop featuring t:ustom boat coveB &: uphol!'tery 
B·oat Accessories. 

St. Jo:.eph/C.u CoUnty Listing Strviee 

630:21 8irc::h Rd. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandall•, Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KliMEK 
Brolc~r 

16161 476-2370 

~~ 
( SEPTIC SERVICE ) 

Fast Service· Ws Rttum All Calls· We Back Flush 
l.k:41,.«1 artd lnSUNd In Mlel'l~ •nd lr.c1!11.,.,• 

PORTABLE TOILET SERVICE 

LLOYD VAUGHN - OWNER 

32So2 M-s2 W&st. you•·'re ready to sell your lake property, we 

ESTABLIS-HED 1950 

Dowagiac. Michigan _49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(61&) 782-4ooo specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

50 lakes in 4 counties. we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 

-.Direct Lake Property Marketing. 
So when it's lime to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 

in ttte buyers! .. ... ~.... ~ . . . . . . . . .... ~ .... ~ 
--:~-- ... . . ~ . . . . . . . .. . ..... . . . . . .. . . . 



BENDER 
·PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL Pf\Y\IY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG- {219) 255-5350 

Havcz fi Safe and Fun Summflr! 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 
PIIONE: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

I\11NII\1ARKET- VIDEOS 

H:OH AM TO 7:311 I'M (Ml) SUNDAY TIIRU TllURSDAY 
H:HII AM TO S:Oil PM (Ml) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:311 TO 12:311 (MI) 

"""TOM ~ BETTY *BECKY •"' 

DISCOVER- VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

THORPE'S !\lARINE SERVICE 
(•227(, WILSON AVENUE 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml ~91131 

... \. 
(616) 445-3176 l"''' {~·:· '<.·· 

,, il'~ '/' t::> 

SHORE STATIONS ~\/" 
SERVICE 

PIERS 
PADDLE BOATS 

STORAGE 
JOHNSON. OM C. E\'INRLIDE 

TOM THORPE 

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOME. BOAT, AllTO, RV 
INSIDE-OLJTSIOE 

MINI WAREHOUSES- 4 SIZES 
PICKUP, DELIVERY, AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 

M-611 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

APPRAISAL SERVICES. INC. 

227 Dixie Way North 
Suite 235 South Bend 

Office: 21'1277-7777 
Home: 616476-2227 

Residential 3J>praisals in St. .Joseph and Elkhart Counties 

Dmis Sante, SRA - Steve Sante - Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 24 Hour Emergency 

Wrecker Service • \VB UST:: THE LATEST 
IJl \1:. "'i Ii\NE PAINTS "We are the P.est in the Business" 

476-2441 Accept No Substitutes 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE AD .. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15.674 Brownsville Rd., Vanda!ia 


