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Last Saturday's storm was a fierce reminder of how close we are to Nature at 
Birch Lake. Thankfully no one was hurt, though many suffered extensive property 
damage. Among those hardest hit were the Hannons, Sanders and Browns. I'm sure 
evezyone on the lake sellSes the sufferings of our friends and neighbors. 

On a more tranquil note, the Ladies' Luncheon was an I.IIlqualified success, with 
more than 60 attendees. Linda Curtis, Lind Hannon, Sue Wagner, Darlene Troyer, 
Blair Garceau and Maryann O'Neill are to be thanked for continuing this fine lake 
tradition. 

I will turn over the Commodoreship to Al Cover at this Saturday's Fall Dinner, 
so this is my last authorship of Commodore's Comments. A! will be an excellent 
Commodore. Serving you this year has been a wonderful experience for me, and I was 
particularly impressed by the way ill which evetyone took initiative and volunteered 
with all the events. That spirit of helpfulness and community, which used to be a 
national characteristic, is all too rare these days. We're fortunate that it remains a 
hallmark of Birch Lake. I appreciate evezyone's help and patience as I tried to learn 
my way as Commodore this Summer. 

Tfze people of tlte Lake would like to thank you, Scott and Holly, you were both great We all enjoyed 
reading yourcomments, tlte work you did to keep tfze Yacht Club looking good, t!te great parties, etc. 

Fall Dinner 

Sailing Trophies 

1997 CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Intliana time 

saturday, August 23 

Monday, September 1-lOam 

BLYC 

BLYC 
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LADIES LUNCI-IEON 

The Heavenly Birch Lake Ladies Luncheon was a huge success and 
enjoyed by 64 ladies , including the angel who watched over everyone 
from the back wall. The lunch was delicious and the angel wind chimes, 
angel sachets, and angel book marks were the favors each lady got 
to take home. 

Nineteen ladies' names were pulled for the nineteen door prizes. 
Thanks to Blair Garceau, Staci Whiteman, Darlene Troyer, Maryann 
O'Neill and Becky of Tom's Garage for donating some of the door prizes. 
Sue Wagner said she donated a Mercedes but the winner was never able 
to find it in the parking lot 

Eight lucky ladies found angel pictures under their chairs and were 
able to take the center piece at their table, done so beautifully by 
Becky of Village Florist in Cassopolis, home. 

Darlene Troyer was given a special angel of her own by the committee 
for doing all the catering and not accepting any reimbursement for the 
job. 

There has been talk among the committee of doing it again next year. 
Hope you'll join us, it wouldn't be any fun without you !!!!!!!! 
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Linda Darlene Lind Sue Blair Maryann 
Curtis Troyer Harman Wagner Garceau O'Neill 

CAMP TANNADOONAH WORK DAYS 

September 13 - Painting of cabins, removal (tear-down) old shed are the main items on the agenda 
November 9 -Leaf raking, please bring a rake! 

THE JONES & OLSON'S want to thank all who offered help and support last weekend. It's great to have 
such a community. 

THE YACHT CLUB is in dire need of a new sound system, as the present one, "took a dump," this summer. If 
anyone has any components they aren't using and would be willing to donate, that would be greatly appreciated. 
We basically need an amplifier/tuner, tape deck and CD player. Please contact Jim Beck at 476-2760. 

ANOTHER SLALOM SKIER has been added to the lake. With the promise of a trip to Tom's for a bagful of 
candy. Errsa Asire made it upon one ski. We don't know which she liked better- skiing on one or the trip to 
Tom's. 

Does anyone know that there really is a post office in Vandalia? In a one block town, it should be easy to find 
but Christopher and Brett Asire managed to drive through twice without ever seeing it .. In typically mail e 
fashion they refused to stop and ask for directions. Instead, they came back to the Lake and announced that 
Vandalia doesn't have a post office. But it does- just ask a woman. 

FOUND - Kneeboard. Call 9898 to reclaim. 



HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION NEWS 

The 1997 annual meeting of the Birch Lake Homeowners' Association took 
place on Saturday, August 16, 1997 at the Birch Lake Yacht Club ctubhouse. An 
overview of the development and purposes of the Homeowners' Association was 
presented, emphasizing its nonpartisan iclbnnational role as to matters (such as school 
milla8e issues) on which Birclt Lake homeowners may have differing views. Reports 
were given on the activities of the board, including attending Porter Township and 
Constantine School Board meetings, and information was provided about the 7.75 mill 
thirty-five year construction bond issue requested by Constantine Public Schools, the 
Porter Township!Newberg Township dispute over the provision of fire and ambulance 
service to Birch Lake. and various other matters .. A vote on the Constantine Public 
Schools millage request is scheduled for September 23, so those entitled to vote should 
plan to do so to make sure their position on the matter is counted. A board of five 
directors was elected to serve for three year terms mding with the annual meeting in 
the Summer of2000: Dean Davis, Bill King. Henn Kruggel, Rick Russwwm and Scott 
Troeger. 

Enclosed with this issue of the Birch Barker is a fol1ll for providing precise 
directions to your home to tb.e Cass County 911 infonnation center. If you provide this 
information it will be entered into the 911 computer system and will appear 
~utomatically on the operator's screen when ''911" is dialed. This is designed to 
~prove respollSe time in the event of an emergency If you wish to take advantage of 
this. please fill out the form !Uld deliver or mail it to 9-1- I Infonnation Center, 321. M· 
62 North, Cassopolis, Michigan 49031. 

August 1997 

:FLEET NEWS 
Ust Saturd3y the South side ofS~th Bend wa.s on 1hedivid.ittg lin,~ 'tween storms:& sun, We worded ovc.r the 
reports of golf ball oized h2a ia. Edward.burg II: hop:d the ben for :S.irch Lak<n. Weather .ten siren• wailed&: 
TV oaid t•ke cover. Lc.lie, C.t & I huddled with ""'"''Seney supplies i.u an interior lnllway while the tornado 
swept past. It reminded ane or retreatin~ to the crawl space with my f::c:nily as a little boy. 

Sundoty, on arrh·al at Bir~;b it pained me to .tu. the d:11.ttl2gc:: &:: hear stori~~ of the wild wc::2ther from the d:ay &:. 
night befo,... Out hearts go out to th03< who suffcrc d the brunt of the bkw. We were glad to know that the 
loss w., to property- "ot pwple ,. .• Jo,•e. 

[t's cruel iron.y that mother nature spent her wind o:t Saturday leaving not el'\~ a whisper for ncing Sut'ld.:ay. 
Maybe the Clllm was needed for everyone's nerves (ll< cleanup efforts). There;, t>ruy one weekend left for the 
regub.r season~ then we wnc:lu4c: with the Labor Da:' Regatta. Having had to ca-."l.Cel (5) (;aces (too much ot 
too Jittle wind), (want to m.U.e sure 'Wl: p the: :scasc n fini.,bcd. Fo:r tbe "Kmainint,~ rata we wlll plan to sail 
at 11:00 :.mas usual. ln the event of bad "1\'elther we will !ryttgain at 1:00pm. Do1U1l wait on shore-· do rig 
your boat&: .oee ii we pootpone (wat<h my •• a., an ,ndicoto<). We will add • mak<>.~P Sunday if possible. 

To follow up on 1a.st weeks r:nentio.a:, the season is ~<·red by average. lluve audited tlu: scOt"e sh~ets of this 
~cason&. <llicovered some minor mat1.1 errors &: :. gl~rlng mistake on my part:. I though.t the standing-s would 
remain the .same comp:u-ing aggregate tot21 to ~\-era.;r,t. With one exception that is true, 'l_,.ut, that sneaky Dave 
Olson has one less race&. tO extra bonw poinu (for [,ringing a kid on board a sa:son race). Scored by a.vcragt 
Tom Howard is iD fint. Scott Troeger is second.&. I~avc: is third! My apolQgies Dave: ... 

The remainin~ schedule i$1 

Sunday 08/24 • 11:00 ( 1:00 • fmal season taces 
Saturday 08/)0 • 11:00 /1:00 ·Labor Day Regaru. 
Sund.y 08/31 11:00 ( 1:00 • X..bor Day Regatt' 
Moaday 09/01 • lO;OOAmrd.s Pre:l<lltatit>n 

The rtt-~tu kid shitU Wtre .:at the last two y.trtiu & we tried to deli~ the: rm~aining orders l.ut Sunday. 
I still bopc to complete tiW over the weekend. Fed free to see me at the F.U Dinner or coli21H. People 
continue: to ad.d~on to order a. BLYC burgee.l"bis i$ a.cu.stom otd(:f, so contotct me before it's to'' late! 

Sec you on the water ... Cap'n Bob 
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BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P't<YVY 
. MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

JOOLING - (219) 255-5176 MFG - (219) 255-5350 

Havcz fi Saffl and Fun Summczr! 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVJLL.E 

!'.II ONE: 476-2272 

2-liiOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REI' AIR 

MiN I MARKET- VIDEOS 

Gableman's 

J. G. STORAGE 
476-2132 

HOM E. BOAT. A liTO. RV 
INSIDE-OUTSfi)E 

H:Uu AM TO 7:Jit PM (MI) SUNDAY TIIRU TIIURSI>AY 
H:uu AM TO H:!ltl PM (Ml) FRIDAY AN I> SA TU RI>A Y 

CLOSED SUNDAY IO:Jll TO 12:311 (MI) 

MINI WAREHOUSES- 4 SIZES 
PICKUP, DELIVERY. AND SHRINKWRAP 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 
•• TOM • llETTY • llECKY " 

DISCOVER- VISA- ~IASTERCARD ACCEPTED ~1-60 & LEWIS LAKE ROAD 

···,': 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
C.Z21<• WILSON A VENUE . 
CASSOPOLIS. Ml ~?tl31 APPRAISAL SERVICES. INC. 

. . \. 
( 616) 445-3176 l 1''"

1 \~':' .'l. 
,, 'f" v· r~ 

SHORESTATIONS ~\_/. 
227 Dixie Way North 
Suite 235 South Bend 

Office: 
Home: 

219 277-7777 
616 476-2227 

SERVICE Residential 3f)l>raisals in St •• Joseph anti Elkhart Counties 

PIERS 
PADDLE BOATS 

STORAGE 
.JOHNSON. OMC. EYINRUDE 

TOM TI!ORPE 

Doris Sante. SRA - Steve Sante - Rich Svoboda. Apprai<e" 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
"OVER 40 YEAR$ EXPERIENCE" 

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETIES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 24 Hour Emergency 

Wrecker Service • \-IE USB THE LATEST 
ln\£'1~ If WE PAINTS ~~~ve ar~ the P..e~t in the Business' 1 

476-2441 Accept No Substitutes 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER HD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD .. TURN 
. EAST TO END OF ROAD_ 15674 Brownsville Ad., Vandaha 

u 
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CRESSY and-~Better . \ 
. EVERETT T,.-t!N H2ID~\?.e _ 

FOR ALL YOUR lAKE PROPERlY NEEDS 

,...,,for NANCY WALKER lworl\ weekends. 
1993-96 TOP LISTiNG & SALES AGENT. 
MUL Tl-MILLJON PRODUCER 

HOME 818-478-2&15 OFFICE 818-IIGIJ-5184 

24 HOUR I# 800-395-2763 

ERHARDT 
Termite & Peal Managemenl 

• P rst Conho.l 
• Term'tt Con,,ot 
• P.oOeol Controt 
• nu Control 

ComP4tiUwe 
Low Prlc:•a 

• CQmn,e.rc~l 
• Res,denllal 
• R~al Est~.rt 

FHA & VA 
lnsoe<:hons 

(616) 476-9944 
(61 (>}476-2866 

vANoA~,,;.. . Po sox :s 

PARTS a SERV1Cf: 
~{Trrn&ooo 

t~SJnJM" 

16!6!699-5103 

New Showroom Open 
\earROIM 

So you ~on't have to. 

83021 Birc:h Rd. 
.u Birch l.ll(.t 

V-andalia. Ml 49095 

$AlB SltOWilOOM 
&~!101\H 
~US12(s 

(6181 663·7400 
-, , . . . ,.:-

E JOYCE K LJMEK 
8roltt• 

16161 476 2310 
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Col))' Sboppc, Quick I'rinting & Advertls.ingSpccinltiCS: '· 

fku;V. 7~ 
15479 US 12 • P.O. Jlox 244 • Uni<>n, Ml491.16 

J>lu>ne ({,16) 641·7051 • l'•t<(616) ~41-7045 

FACE IT, 
Cabinet Works Kitchen Costs Less 

232-25&6 

A first-rate alternative to replacing 
old kitchen cabinets & counlertops 

at tremendous savings! 
• CuOiomlzed Kl!chens • Cu•tom Filled Ccuntertopa 
• Quality Htnlwood Ooora • Superior Wor<m>nlillp 

. ~. ···-

~ 
( SEPTIC SERVICE ) 

F.ast S•l'Yict • Wa Attum All C.Jis • W1 Bf:r:k flum 
l,k;,~ Md In__, lA Mlchlg.h! -~ ltld .. ,. 

32502 M-82 Weet, When you/re reaoy to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac, Michigan ;49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 

(616) 76:<-4ooo _ specialists in Southwe_st Michigan. Serving over 
50. lakes in 4 countles, we have a large selection . 

or buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
- . .Direc:t Lake Property Marketing. 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
in lhe nw,er!;l 


