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Wow, whoever has Mother Natures telephone number or E-Mail address, call her and order 
a few more weekends like that! 

The 4th of July is just around the comer, and it doesn't seem possible. Do you have your 
ideas for the BOAT PARADE? I am confident that the Arnolds, of the Western Shore, are 
already well into the design process on their float. 

It requires very little effort to participate in the firework's display, however, please help by 
donating for this tremendous show. It is never too late to get your money in. 

The Harmans, of the East side, have been busy at BLYC work. First of all, Don and Lind 
accepted the position as managers of the Birch Lake IHOP (that's International House of 
Pancakes for you bagel and coffee types), and at this point they are happy the location is 
open annually for only one day. Drive, or better yet, walk and then climb the camp stairs. It 
is always a good meal, and a good way to see a little how the Camp is doing. 

Also, thanks. to Don Harman and Jim Bolinger for their time and donated electrical supplies 
in hooking our new, high-output, air conditioner at the Yacht Club. 

The University ofNotre Dame has asked me if they could use an experience that I had this 
weekend on the Lake. The study is on the effect of~ on human behavior and the market. 
Seriously now, I couldn't believe the response we had on the towel clearance sale. The 
phone of the Troeger's and Cover's was "ringing off the hooks" and I can gladly say all 
towels have been sold and accounted for. 

Fireworks 

Boat Parade 

Pancake Breakfast 

Garage Sale 

Vice-Commodore Party 

Ladi.es Luncheon 

Mens' Golf 

AI Cover, Commodore 

1998 SCHEDULE-June and July 
Indiana time 

Saturday, July 4, Dark 
Sunday, July 5, rain date 

Saturday, July 4, 2:00 

Sunday, July 5, 8:00 

Saturday, July 11, 8:00am 

Saturday, July 18, 5:30 

Thursday, July 23,11:30 

Friday, July 31 

TANNADOONAH 

TANNADOONAH 

BLYC 

BLYC 

Park Shore/BL YC 

Director's meetings, 9am Saturday, July 11, August 15, September 5 



BOAT PARADE- The annual 4th of July Boat Parade will be held Saturday, July 4 at 2:00pm. Decorate 
your boat in any style! Be fancy like these past entries- Cleopatra's Barge, the Giant Supersoaker, Pirate 
ship, Gilligan's Island, etc. or just put a few flags and balloons and join in the fun! There is no entry fee 
and all boats receive a prize. At 2:00 pick up your entry number at the Reynold's two story natural cedar 
home on the South side and proceed past the judges on the Gableman's pier a few houses from the 
Reynolds. All boats then parade around the Lake for all the see. Back at the Gableman's, awards will be 
presented. Let's keep this wonderful Birch Lake tradition going! Participate and become part of the fun. 
If you have any questions, Call John or Brittany Gab Ieman at #2132. 

FOR RENT -LAKEFRONT on Westside- $550 weekly- Please call Brad Walker 2515. 

FYI- Michigan has passed new laws, effective next spring, regarding personal water craft (wave runners). 
Minimum age to operate a runner will be 14, those under 19 will be required to pass safety courses and be 
licensed before hitting the water. Reckless riding will be not be permitted. Those over 19 who are caught 
operating personal water craft recklessly, under the influence or ignore other bill provisions will be 
required to go through the education program and be certified for future rides. Reckless operation carries 
misdemeanor penalties of 30 days in jail and up to a $1000 fine on the first offense. Three or more 
violations in a five year period carries a 90 day jail sentence and up to $2000 in fines. For additional 
information, see article published in the Elkhart Truth, June 13. 

As of June 20 the following fireworks contributions have been received 
from the following families: 

Asire, J. Funk Landsman Sikorski 
Asire, M. Garceau Leach Slayter/ 
Ball Golden Leatherman Herms 
Barker Gotstein Linderfeld Stevens 
Beck Green Lindzy Troeger, E. 
Bender Greenig Machalleck J Troeger, T. 
Benjamin Harlan Mac halleck Troeger, S. 
Bemaciak Harman Monroe Tunnicli:ffe 
Blackwood Harris, B. Mumaw Vath 
Bliler Hayden Olson Waddle 
Blue Hogoboom O'Brien,J. Wagner 
Brovold Harris, G. O'Brien, N. Walker 
Budcinski Hettmansperger O'Neil Weesner, K. 
Burket Horvath, S. Papandria Weesner, B. 
Cowen Jones Price White 
Curtis, T. King, Bob Rassmussen Williams, J. 
Decocker King, Bill Reith Witchie 
Dennert Kinner Reynolds Wozniak 
Dirutigliano Klimec Richwine Zesinger 
Doha Kolber Richmond 
Eberhart Koontz Rogers, T&S 
Ferguson Krueger Robers, T&V 
Flora Kruggel Russ worm 
Foley Kruggel, Kevin Sante 
Foos LaPierre Scofield 

If you have paid in the past week or so, your name will appear on the next list 
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The presedSon culminates with another Regatta for kids - Sunday June 28th. We will 
have a pre-race gathering at 1:00pm (rules & refreshments), then hit the water for 
a 2:00pm start. The course will be set short for the race(s). Everyone is welcome, 
any boat class with one request-- you've g:m-ahave a kid on board. Last year there 
were several kids who took the initiative to talk a sailor into dragging his boat off 
the shore to come out &sail. If you have a boat, find a kid (ask them to help you 
get your boat in the water). If you are a kid looking for a ride, pester someone who 
has a boat to enter & help them rig their boat. 

The rules are few, but let's be careful out there & have the right life saving devices 
on board. I love the waythe Scott Troegerfamilyrefers to a PFD as a "boat coat", 
kind of makes a life jacket sound more fun! Another item of note is the change in 
rules pertaining to SunfiSh Registration. The prior rules left the Sunfish in the class 
which did not require Registration (by size & method of propulsion). Per the new 
Michigan Boating Guide, page 2, a sailbo:tt if any size must be registered. Let's send 
the state $16.75 (3 year, 12-16 foot) &comply with the new rules ... 

A bit of boating history: • Sunfish. 
In 1945, Alex Bryan & Cortland Heyniger, boyhood friends & World War II vets, 
founded the Alcort Company to build iceboats for their native New England lakes. 
In pursuit of summer business, they installed a sail on what became known as a 
boardboat to create the SailfiSh, which was featured in a 1948 Life magazine spread. 
In the early '50s, with a broader beam (for stability) & the addition of a cockpit (for 
comfort), the craft became the Sunfish, one of the worlds most popular sailboats. 
The original wooden Sunfish could be purchased as a kit, or pre-built. No one can 
remember when, but the boat soon was made of fiberglass, an out-of-the-box boat 
that could be rigged & ready in an hour. With an estimated 250,000 sold over the 
last four decades, the Sunfish has introduced several generations to the pure joy of 
sailing. Drag those hulls down to the shore & come out on the water! 

Mildred (Wentworth) Gollatz, formerly of the Cove, died May 23rd of 
this year. Mildred and her husband Starr Wentworth began comincr 
to Birch Lake in 1946 when there were only a handful of cottages i~ 
the Cove. They loved spending their summers here, and didn't sell 
their cottage until1984 when Starr's failing health made it necessary 
for them to do so. Mildred was the mother of Shirley (Wentworth) 
Blue (Birch Lake E. Side), and Dennis Wentworth of Las Vegas, as well 
as the grandmother of Dawn (Blue) Troyer (Birch Lake E. Side), and 
Lisa (Blue) Sychowski of Palatine, II. 



HISTORY OF BIRCH LAKE 

Long ages ago, millions of years in the·past, the region where Pirch L~,e now 
li<;s was deep =der a tropical sea. After the sea receaed, t".e land which 
em~rges ·.<as the home of the reptilian and mammal age. Some 2500 years or more 
ago, great sheets of ice, a mile in tnickness, swept down from the northeast, 
p~~~,n~ an~ gouging the surface of the land. 

:':'-·;;1-r.bly pt": . ..Jitive man lived here before the ice came. He may have been the 
:.<•o::.~<:>w man a~ Folsom points, believed to be spearheads, have been picked up 
i.'O. <:c!:>s Coun""Y· Shortly after the ice left.. man came again, the forefathers 
o ~ t: .. .z.· ·~ndians. 

"i:.< !"irst l;co.ians in ttlis section, as found b0 the early French explorers. 
wer• 1!iawis. Through a "ar council treaty, the 1iiami Indians, who were not a 
·•,•<tJ: J5.ke tribe, was replaced by the Chippewas, Potawatomies .and the Otto-.-as, 
cl~s-:ly rah.tsd, who with the exception of occasior.o.l '<ar.- lived in rela.tive 
pea.c~. 

Th~ £.rea a:rc-1md Birch Lake was held by the Potawatomie Indians, who were hc.aded 
by "o'.g C.:.c •• ef Pokagon and sub-ct.ief:; Weesaw and Shavehead. The section of Birch 
Lake wa:;. under the rule of Chi,;f Shavehead. While Poko.gon was a very brilliant 
mm:., making friends of the white man, accepting his ways and teachings, Shave
head was the opposite. He was a. large man for an Indian, very ugly and very 
mean, gallllilg nis name by keeping his head shaved, which in no way improved his 
appearance. Shave head 1 s winter quarters were around Shavehead Lake and in the 
summer, he il:lmigra.ted to wnat is now 1lottsville where there was a ford across 
the St. Joe Iliver. This ford was on the Sauk trail which is now modern U. s;, 
Highway #112. Shavehead would ca.np at the ford and extract a fee from the white 
settlers for the use of the crossing. It is reported that he discontinued this 
practice only after a young burly settler had taken his ox whip and thrashed 
Shavehead within an inch of his life. 

Sha7ehead was responsible for the deaths of max>y wni-te set"tl<>rs. Ha wculd 
promise to secure game for tue "hite man but no one returned from the hunting 
trips but Chief Shavehead. Strangely enough Shavehead met hi-s death th~ same= 
way. J:e was in the tradillg post which is now Cassopolis, drunk, and making his 
brags about participating in the Fort Dearborn massacre. He was overheard by 
a young trapper who had lost his wife and child in this debauchery. Th& yo-;mg 
trapper was tnen living on the island in Diamond Lake. He asked Jh&ve~~~d to 
~o home with him. A shot was heard and Sha.vehea.d was never seen again. 

The Indians under Chief Weesaw, whose winter quarters were in the vicinity of 
Ne·..-r,oC1.' s Woods joined Chief Sha.vehead' s band !.n the early spring around Birch 
Lake '"here they bathed in the lake and cl=ank the wak::: of the lake, claiming 
~i1e wa"!:-er had great healing power. It ic :-£corded that Chief Pokagon v•ho was 
Sll wa~e the journey from his home near S~erville for this purpose. 

Settlement in Cass County was very slow; in 1840 tile population was only 
5710 • Early settlers around the Birch Lalte area were the Harveys, 1lerri tts 
and O'Dells. 

The decade previous to the Civil War was very exciting in tne Birch Lake ar~a. 
Sections of land in South Cass County had been purchased by Quahers 
for the purpose of setting_up small farms for runaway slaves brought up 
through the underground ra1lroad. Periodically, there would be a raid by 
southern slave o~ners to recover their property. 

As the pure, clear water of Birch Lalte was known to the Indians it was 
destined ~o ~e lmown to the whites - before having any cottages: it was a 
popular f1sh1ng and camping lrute. The quality of the fish caught in its 
waters was superb. The scenery was magnificent and as roads became passable 
cotta?es began to be ~uilt on its shore. One of the first cottages, if not ' 
the f1rst, was t~e Sm1th cottage. Today tne lake has over 200 cottages with 
a summer popula.t1on of over 650 people enjoying its sky-blue waters. 

The people in charge 
Bend C~pfire Girls, 
did the Elkhart YMCA 
and Ta.unadoona.. 

of the selection of a site for the summer camp of South 
a.fte1· looking over many locations, chose Birch Lake as 
for their summer camps. These camps are Camp Ki-Lo-Qu'a 

People who have traveled near and far return with the statement that 
there a.r: many beauty spots in these United States, none surpass the 
and sett1ng of our ow.n beautiful Birch Lake. 

although 
charm 



CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
14525 Chapel Hill Street • Union, Ml49130 

Phone: 616-641-5236 
-~ .. -~ 

1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North 
1 16 Mi. to corner of Chapel Hill Street. 

Sunday Services: 

Wednesday: 

David Banks 
Senior Pastor 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Hour 1 0:30 am 
Evening Service 6:30 pm 

Adult 
Youth 
Kid's Club 

7:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Lance Witham 
Youth Pastor 

New Hickory Inn 
Restaurant 

Jones, Michigan 

(616) ~44-9@04 

Mon - Thur 1 1am - 10pm 
Fri f&J Sat 1 1am - 1 1pm 

Dailly: Lunch & Evening Sjpeclals 
Featuring: Chicken. Seafood & 

Steaks 

APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC. 
227 Dixie Way North 

Suite235 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 

Residential appraisals St Joseplz or Elklzart Counties 

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante -
Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

Office219-277-7777 
Fax 219-277-7797 

Home 476-2227 

Tri-Lake's Sports Marine 
MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER 

STARCRAFT : RIVIERA CRUISER 

.. SERVICE AT ITS BEST .. 

TRI-LAKES SPORTS MARJNE 
69545 SUNSET BLVD. 

UNION, MICHIGAN 49!30 

616/641-2154 

LOCA1EDBETWEEN 
LONG & BALDWIN LAKES 

WE HAVE \liHAT YOU NEED!!! 

OPENSEVENDAYSA WEEK 

WE SERVICE: 
MERCURY :FORCE : 

JOHNSON : EVINRUDE : 
OMC : OMC COBRA 

Loyd Vaughn 
Owner 

(SEPTIC SERVICE) 
7 DAYS- 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

ouR EQUIPMErxm; IS THE STATE OF THE ART· 
·.WE BACK FLUSH 

LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHIGAN & INDIANA 
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD 

- Evening Specials -
Mon - Pork Chops or Ham Steak 

Tue - Chicken (AJil you can eat) 

Wed - Prime Rib or Crab Legs 

Thur - Shrimp (All you can eat) 

Fri - Cod (All you can eat) or 
Crab Legs 

Sat - Steak Su:der (AJil you can 
eat) or Prime Rib 

Curtis Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

*Spot Removal 
*Pet Deodorization 
*Minima! Drying Time 

\e<"'1 General Home Cleaning 
*Vacuuming & Dusting 
*Window Washing 
*Kitchen & Bathroom 

;;:,¢o Sanitizing 

We Can Open & Close 
Your Lake Home for the Season 

Insured & Bonded 616-476-2431 
Residential & Commercial 800..248-5485 
63093 Birch Road Vandalia, Mi 

Safe4 
&iD~(I.ft4 

Printing & Copy Shoppe 
Fax SeRVIce • Business carets • Rubber Stamps 

Business Printing • Fliers & (Birch Barker) 

New • Used • Consignment 
Amplifiers • Instruments • Strings·n·such 

• Guitar Lessons • 

15479 us 12, "DownTown" Union, Ml 

Phone 641-7051 • Fax 641-7045 



BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P't<YVY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219} 255-5"176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

Havfl fi Safe and Fun Summczr! 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
-oVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE-

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• WE USE THE LA TEST 

URETHANE PAINTS 

24 Hour Emergency 
Wrecker Service 

·we are the Best in the Business
Accept No Substitutes 

476-2441 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD.15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandalia 

~d£pe 9!16Fa/' 
150 S. Broacfwa.y 

Ca.ssopo[is MI 49031 
Business Pfione:- 445-2393 

Fresh Flowers 
Bouquet Specials Throughout The Summer 

House Plants ~ Balloons 
Watch for our Hundreds to 

Summer Plant Sale Choose from 

Large Pottery Line 

Let the Professionals at Village Floral help you with all 

. ..:(~~~---.. your flower decorating & Party ne.eds. 

~- ;~~~~li!!ii'l!!f .. , 
~. Ll11mllil_·_._·i~~JI~~ 

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service 

"Since 1978" 

63021 Birch Rd. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandalia, Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

Phone Fax (616) 476-2370 

flili£NZ CONiaVO'IJON 
Licensed General Contractor 

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for 
over 8 years. Specializing in: Exteriors, 
Roofs, Siding, Doors, Windows, etc .. 

Give us a call, No job is to big or small 
Call Jeff 

( 476-2517 

Lake Residents References upon request. 

THE LAKE EXPERT 

When it's time to buy or 

sell, let me do the work 

while you enjoy the 

weekend! 

NANCY WALKER 

CRESSY and EVERETT 
476-2515 

800-385-2763 



32502 M-62 West When you're ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
in the buyers! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ http://JerdonRealty.Com 

P.O. Box 155 
Vandailia, Michigan 49095 

CARRY-Our 
FOODS 

TUESDAY- SATURDAY 
3:30pm to ll:OOpm 

SUNDAY 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Closed Monday 

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Finest Food in Michiana 
Phone: (616) 476-9606 

TKL Construction 
For all your Remodeling & Building Needs 

• Licensed Electricial • 
• Insured· 

• Roofing Specialist· 
"Free Estimates" 

Kevin (616) 476-9512 
Terry (219) 266-8103 

Luther(616) 476-9512 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 
PHONE: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MART- VIDEOS 

8:00AM TO 7:30PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 
8:00AM TO 8:00PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MI) 

•• TOM • BETTY • BECKY •• 

VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

BONNIE & ClYDE'S 
B & C's CAFE 

801 STATE STREET 

CASsopolis, Ml 
BREAkfAST luNCH 

& DiNNER 

RESTAURANT & lOUNGE 

M.-60 EAsT CAssopoLis, Ml 

"CATERING" OuR SpEciAlTY 

JEANNE WilkERSON Pl-tyllis TillER 

DOUBLE D's 
ICE CREAM & CRill 

UNION, Ml 
616-641-7475 

OPEN DAILY 11:30 TO 10:00 (MICH. TIME) 
STOP IN FOR THE SPECIAL OF THE DAY 
YES! WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99 

CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE ON TAKE OUT ORDERS 
15604 US 12, P.O. BOX 294, UNION, Ml 49130 

Edwardsburg, MI 

(616) 699-5103 

TMA~ 8rF-e~ ~~ 
Fo~" f/o«J<- Pad & h.taJ<-e 8a.eil(e.f<f, 

E~ Laie #fJ.!<'rite 



Good Group Rates and 
Multi-Policy Discounts on 
Home, Auto, Life & Boat 

Insurance 
Mature Owner Discounts 

"Call us for a quick quote" 

15479 u.s. 12 
P.O. Box 74 
Union, MI 49130 

(616) 641-5995 
Fax (616) 641-5787 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62392 KAMP KOZV 

CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031 

(616) 445-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE 

JOHNSON • OMC • EVINRUDE 

TOM THORPE 

ERBARD7 
Termite & Pest Management 

• Pest Control 
• Termite Control 
• Rodent Control 
• Flea Control 

• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Real Estate 

FHA&VA 
Competitive Low Prices 

JOHN ERHARDT- OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDAUA- P.O. BOX 275 

All Sport Licenses 
Live Bait & Tackle 

Ammunition 
Coleman Fuel & Supplies 

................. 's Bait & Tackle 
We carry Schuberts Baits 

• Ice • 
HOURS 

Sun.- Thurs. 6:00 am- 6:00 pm 
Fri- Saturday 6:00 am - 8:00 pm 

U.S.12 • Union,MI 
Hours 6a.m. - 6p.m. • 7 days a week 

(616) 641-2304 

211 DIXIE WAY NORTH 
SOUTH BEND, IN. 46637 

PHONE (219) 272-7000 

"Your Birch Lake Neighbors" 

DICK LINDZY JUDY LINDZY 


