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Issue 11 

July was friendly and kind, but all the same it has passed us by. We beseech you August to treat 
us so fair, rain for that which grows and sun above our Lake so clear. 

The sun was above Park Shore Golf Course last Friday and all participants seemed to have 
enjoyed themselves. Next year we may need 3 kegs at the course rather than 2. Thanks to Dean 
Davis and Steve Horvath for tending the beer wagon. John Ball and Rich Mullin did a 
tremendous job in organizing the outing for 68 golfers. Bud Zesinger's foursome proved 
unbeatable for lowest team score, congratulations! We were all treated to a read-meat 
extravaganza by K-Tap, help behind the bar was provided by Karen Curtis, Liz Cover and Dean 
Davis Thanks for everyone's help, and special thanks to all sponsors and door prize providers. 

As we all wait and debate about President Clinton's possible confession or conviction, I want 
the opportunity to confess to some sins of omission as Commodore. Because of my poor 
attention to details I have forgotten a couple of things that have hurt people's feelings. Please 
forgive me for my organizational clumsiness. 

I encourage everyone to save their appetite for this Saturday's Com and Sausage Roast. It all 
gets started at 5:30 at the Yacht Club. Price is $6 for adults, $3 for children, and free for those 
under 5. Don'tjust attend for the food, but come to toast our new outdoor deck. It looks great! 

Thanks again to all involved in the deck project; Rick Russworm, Dean Davis, Jim Beck, Brad 
Walker and Scott Troeger. 

CORN & SAUSAGE 

DIRECTOR's MEETING 

Homeowner's Association 

Fall Dinner 

AI Cover, Commodore 

1998 SCHEDULE-August 
Indiana time 

SATURDAY, August 8, 5:30 

SATURDAY, August 8, 9am 

Saturday, August 15, lOam 

Saturday, August 22, 5:30 

BLYC 

BLYC 

BLYC 

BLYC 

WALKERS, JOGGERS, NEIGHBORS WELCOME-We on Birch Lake's West side would like our Birch 
Lake neighbors to know that we welcome and encourage the tradition of walking around the Lake and extend 
to each of you a welcome to walk across the front of our properties. We enjoy seeing you and encourage you 
to continue your enjoyable Birch Lake walks. The Doolittles, Cowens, Arnolds and Minglins. 

RESERVATION FOR FALL DINNER 
Cocktails 5:30 Dinner 6:30 

Name. ______________________ __ Number _____ _ Phone number ------------
You may leave with cashier at Com & Sausage Roast, Covers or in Barker Box at 15222 Birch Lakeshore. Cost 
to be determined soon! 



LOST - Blue Float which has the words "Leslie's Unsinkable Super Float". Blew off pier in Early July. If 
found please contact Carpetner's Cottage 12. 

MARILYN & STEWART SPRATT form Edgewood, Ky. have had a great week on the North Shore. The 
two boys, Chris (14) and Mike (11) each improved their waterskiing skills. Chris had a ball driving the boat, 
now that he's passed the Michigan Boating Safety Course. Mike's looking forward to the Corn & Sausage 
Roast. Too bad the week sent so fast... It's back to Ky. tomorrow. 

FOR RENT-LAKEFRONT on Westside- $550 weekly- Please call Brad Walker 2515 

If you are looking for a BABYSITTER please call Natalie Dudeck at 2395. 

Welcome to JOYCE BAILEY A.ND FAMILY from Clarksville, IN. They will again be spending a week on 
the NorJJ Side. If you can't catch any fish this week, contact Joyce ... She'll probably have caught them all. 

August 1998 

The wind was light last weekend, but we did put races 7 & 8 in the record book Thus far no 
race has needed the "scuttle rule" (if no boat makes the frrst mark in 30 minutes nor finishes 
in 90 minutes, we cancel & thrown out the race). 1998 has 4 consecutive double-headers! 

Thanks for running the start goes to Stan Pitakos & the Spratt boys on the Graceful Lady. I 
need to mention two sailors as well Dave Olson continues to bring out kids as crew- way to 
go Dave! In the 1995 Americas G.lp trials there was an all woman crew on board the yacht 
":Mighty Mary" (until adding Dave Dellenbaugh, the bearded lad~. Birch has :Mighty Marty 
on "Pumpkin Pie" (Marty Athanas sailed in the SunfiSh fleet). It's great to see a woman out 
to do battle (though she was too darned fast). Let's hope some of the other women sailors 
kick the men off the podium ... this should not be a men's club. 

In the afternoon Les & I toured the lake counting sailboats. Some are probably hidden away 
in garages, under piles of leaves, etc. Still, we saw 47 Sunfish! Imagine the beautiful sight if 
all the SunfiSh, MCs, Hobies, & various other boats went sailing the same day. ------111111 
08/02 - Race Results: 

Sunfish 

MCs 

Starters 

S. Troeger 
B. King 
M.Athanas 
J.Howard 
D. Olson. 
J. Bolinger 
M.Macballeck 
D. Weaver 
J. Gableman 
C. Spratt 
J. Slaytor 

D. Harmon 
H.. Cranmer 
T.Howard 
B. Harlan 
RHarmon 
T. Troeger 

S. Pitakos 
S. Plaia 
J.Beck 
M. Sante 
W.King 
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Day Sailin' 
Saturday, August 22nd 

9:30 am - Sailing 100 - rigging, 
repairing your boat 

10:00 am- Sailing 101- on shore 
class on how to sail 

1 0:30 am - Sailing 1 02 - on water 
class with coaches ... 
bring a boat or just 
on & crew with us 

11:00 am- Pleasure Sail 
4:00 pm - Couples Race 

Correction· 07/26 MC results were: Race one 
(1) D. Harmon (2) B. Harlan (3) T. Howard 
(4) H. Cranmer- Race two (1) T. Howard 
(2) B. Harlan (3) H. Cranmer (4) D. Harmon 

Season Races every 
Sunday at 11 :OOam 

AU times are IN standard time ... we never change 



COMMUNITY POLICE PANCAKE & SAUSAGE SAFETY & SERVICE BREAKFAST, Sunday, 
August 15,7-12 (Michigan) at Shrine Building on Union Road in Union. Program includes children's ID and 
immunization. 

NEW SHORE STATION COVER22' long, 108 "wide- MODEL #22108- Color White- $700 item 
Best offer over $300 - Let's talk about it!!! 

JJe.M.. B-U<.ch La.k.e. waA:.eAAhe.d M/.l.i..de.rvi:A, 

Be.Low M a. p.cu;.e. .ta./:_e.n. .f.Mm. ;the. J.u.ne. M-oue. of. a. 197 9 B-U<.ch BM-k.eA.. 

Than.k. IJ.OU .f..ol!. con.;f;..i..n.u.. ;/:a do wha-t M 'fOOd f.o4 B-U<.ch La.k.e.. 

B.L.!J..C. l.iJa..tvz. ~ Colll/ll..i...U.ee. 
1998 
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IF ju_if'" outs~~e your lake-front door, 
. ~our laWti is like a beach; 
Rene?tber, my''';('ront shore 

_::Is just •·r.~thin its· reach! 
.• . ··:~. 

wri~n you say , ·:· ... , .. , ..... ,.. . 
... : "IT rs TIME TO FE'ffi'.J.:LIZEI 11 

} Look .at ne; ..... , .. ,, ... ,. __ _ 
./ ·P·lease be wise I ·········.,· .. · .. · .... :, ... ,, ... 

. : 

.... :/.::''/ YoU· ~~o t~rn u~{y l~I:;~ ~;~~et ··:· ..... · .... , ...... :·.···.·:::,, 
Yo'ur ·deluge. of all. thst.phosphorus .. 

. ::. / I~o~:;~ ;::: :·::.:ro•nl · ) 
./P.s. "Ab~~,:~:i:.:::.:: ,:~:: of tho raooL-
.. tions to ·1::16.ke ·me Oligotrophic.- the best, and keq',P ajc;· 

swj r;uJ.ing areas free . :('ro!:l algal nats and weeds! ~:!le 
phosphorus in.fertilizors entering through surfaC:!:l run 
off is not helping TJ.Y phosphorus count of • 00251 ·::;In 
fact, if you use a punp and sprinkle with ME, you;~:will 
be fertilizing at the s~ne time and reducing ny ph~sphorus 
buildup! Also, you could have a soil test to find';ofl. 
nutrient to help your lawn that is not of the pollu~ant 
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•. ;::~::J:,:'··.·····:::,. ...::··=='1···:~-'\:>.u tside your lake-frorit d cor. \. 
·:·:··==·· I -~.h. saying thanks to you. { 

Listen _..,,.N..,.ar 1:1e whisper softly J 
I. an a:'""\ovely blue. ·: 

~ '· \ ·~ 
.: ... , .. ········. BIRCH LAKE .,,, .. l 
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FER11UZING LAWNS ON LAKE LOTS ~~=!~ ~e:ty Extension Directo; 
Eutrophication-the process of nutrient enrichment of lakes, streams and ponds is probably 
Southcentral Michigan's number one lake water quality problem. Wastes and fertilizers pour, 
seep and erode into water causing an unnatural concentration of nutrients. These nutrients 
produce a superabundance of algae and rooted plants. 

Phosphorus is usually the key nutrient in eutrophication. Overabundant phosphorus com· 
monly results from human activities--primarily sewage discharges and secondarily overfer· 
tilization of lawns. In some lakes excess nitrogen is also a problem. 
Soils, saturated with phosphorus from septic systems or fertilizers cannot remove phosphorus 
from septic tank effluents. Phosphorus from septic tanks passes as far as 300 feet through 
some soils. 
Guidelines for minimizing nutrient loss from lakefront lawns: 

1. If possible, maintain a zone of natural vegetation between the lake and lawn. If you 
wish to plant a buffer strip, some trees you might consider are ta'Tlarack, red cedar, black 
willow, red oak, white oak, sugar maple, black ash and balsam poplar. A buffer strip can 
help stabilize the shoreline and prevent runoff. Deeply rooted plants can take up nutrients 
from the soil, instead of allowing them to seep into the lake water. 

2. If you are establishing a lawn, plant fescue rather than bluegrass. The annual nitrogen 
requirement of fescue is about 2 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. while bluegrass needs 4 to 7 lbs. per 
1000 sq. ft. 

3. Use the smallest possible amount (this may be pone at ali) of nitrogen fertilizer to 
maintain a good grass cover. Fertilize with nitrogen in the spring using a small amount 
of a soluble form of nitrogen. The principle is to have the grass use the nitrogen so it will 
remain vigorous and minimize the amount of undissolved fertilizer on the lawn surface 
capable of washing into the lake. If the lawn is not growing well, apply a vel)' small amount 
of nitrogen in early summer. 

4. Do not use fertilizer containing phosphorus or potash unless a soil test indicates a 
need for these nutrients and the lawn is not growing well. In most cases, no phosphorus 
is needed on lawns. 

5. Water sparingly, especially on sandy soils, to reduce the possibility of leaching nitrogen 
and other nutrients as the water moves through the soil toward the lake. 

6. Avoid fertilizer·herbieide mixtures. Use herbicides only if weeds become a serious pro
blem. If weeds are treated, apply the herbicide in the fall. This will minimize runoff and 
reduce the chances of injul)' to woody ornamental trees and shrubs. 

7. On lightly fertilized lawns thatch will probably not need to be raked. It will decompose 
and provide part of the nutrients needed by the lawn. 

8. Rake leaves in the fall. This will keep them from shading the lawn and from falling 
into the water where they will decompose and add to the nutrient load. HOW TO READ A FERTIUZER BAG 

9. Do not cut the lawn too close. Cutting height should be 2"' to 2Vi' so an adequate What's in it? 
green area remains on the turf. A 20 lb. bag of 20.5-10 fertilizer contains: 

20 percent (4 lbs.) nitrogen 
If you definitely want a lawn near the lake, and if you find that your lawn r.eeds a nitrogen fertilizer 
to remain healthy, consult the following list to find the best nitrogen source for your purposes. 

5 percent (1 lb.) available phosphoric acid 
10 percent (2 lbs.) water soluble potash 

Type of Common name Nitrogen 
fertilizer content 

Water Ammonlum 33% 
soluble nitrate 
inorganic 

Water Urea 45% 
soluble 
organic 

Water Processed 5 to 6% 
insoluble sewage 
natural sludge 
organic 

Tankage 5 to 10% 

Water Ureaformalde- 38% 
insoluble hydes 
synthetic 
or anic 

lbs. needed 
to equal I lb. 
of nitro en 
3 

22 

20.17 

20.10 

2.6 

Nitrogen 
release 
rate 
rapid 

fairly 
rapid 

moderateJy 
slow (also 
contains 
phosphorus) 

slow 

slow 

16 

Remarks 

Most effective for rapid green-up 
and growth when soil temperature is 
below 5S.60'F (before May 15). 
Strongly acidifying on soil. Causes 
burning of growing turf if not water
ed in immediate! . 
Slightly less avaiJable than soluble, 
inorganic forms when soil tempera
ture is below 55-6QOF, but otherwise 
similiar. May cause burning of grow· 
ing turf if not watered in immediately. 

Not as desirable for Iakefront use 
because nitrogen is released slowly 
and there is more chance for it to 
off to the lake. Release is most 
rapid when soil temperature is 
above GOOF. Minimum danger of 
burning turf. 
Slow nitrogen release until soil tern· 
perature is above 55--GOOF. Minimum 
danger of burning turf when used 
alone. 

Where Obtainable 

Fann supply stores 

Farm supply and garden stores 

Milorganite. for example, is 
available at farm supply, garden 
and dicount stores 

Nitro-10, for example, is avail
able at farm supply and garden 
stores. 
Not generally available except 
in pre-mixed nitrogen-phospho
rus-potash fertilizers. 



Patronize Your Advertisers 

·'·fi-. '•··. CHAPEl Hill MISSIONARY CHURCH 
14525 Chapel Hill Street· Union, Ml49130 

Phone: 616-641-5236 
..... /liT 

~ 
1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North 

1 "!6 Mi. to corner of Chapel Hill Street. 

Sunday Services: 

Wednesday: 

David Banks 
Senior Pastor 

Sunday School 
Worship Hour 
Evening Service 

Adult 
Youth 
Kid's Club 

9:30am 
10:30 am 
6:30pm 

7:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Lance Witham 
Youth Pastor 

New Hickory Inn 
R..e§taurantt 

Jones, Michigan 

(616) Z44-9004 

Mon - Tllurur 11am - 1 Opm 
lfrl. c§i) Sat 11am - 11pm 

Dally: Lunch c§i) lE, vening Speciall.s 
lf eam.ri.ng: Chicken. Seafood c§i) 

Steaks 

APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC. 
227 Dixie Way North 

Suite235 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 

Residential appraisals St. Joseph or Elkhart Counties 

Doris Sante, SRA- Steve Sante
Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

Ofjice219-277-7777 
Fax 219-277-7797 

Home 476-2227 

Tri-I.ake's Sports Marine 
MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER 

STARCRAFT : RIVIERACRUISER 

... SERVICE AT ITS BEST .. 
LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU Al"'D 

SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 

TRI-LAKES SPORTS MARINE 
69545 SUNSET BLVD. 

UNJON. MICHIGAN 49130 

616/ 641-2154 

LOCATED BETWEEN 
LONG & BALDWIN LAKES 

WE HAVE WF.AT YOU:N'EED!!! 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

WE SERVICE: 
MERCURY :FORCE : 

JOHNSON : EVJNRUDE : 
OMC : OMC COBRA 

Loyd Vaughn 
Owner 

(SEPTIC SERVICE) 
7 DAYS- 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

'· ' i ' ' ~ '• \ • ' ' ' ' ) 

•• ouR eooJPMEN:r·is THE srArE of= THE AR+ 
,·,,, i ', ·., , · WE, BACK FLUSH, · 

0
' ~~ ' 10 ' ~ ) ' ' 

1~1 
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- Evening Speciall.s -
Mon - Pork Clb.ops or Ham Steak 

Tue - Chicken (A.Jlll. you can eat) 

Wed - Prime R.lli or Crab Legs 

Thm - Shrimp (A.Jlll. you can eat) 

lfri - Coo (A.Jlll. you can eat) or 
Crab Legs 

Sat - Steak Snmer (A.Jlll. you can 
eat) or Prime R.lli 

Curtis Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

*Spot Removal 
*Pet Deodorization 
*Minimal Drying Time 

I e<'<"'l General Home Cleaning 
*Vacuuming & Dusting 
*Window Washing 
*Kitchen & Bathroom 

,
0 

Sanitizing 
\)'("IU' 

We Can Open & Close 
Your Lake Home for the Season 

Insured & Bonded 616-476-2431 
Residential & Commercial 800-248-5485 
63093 Birch Road Vandalia, Mi 

Sale6 
&P«&tea~ 

Printing & Copy Shoppe 
Fax Service • Business cards • Rubber Stamps 

Business Printing • Fliers & (Birch Barker) 

New • Used • Consignment 
Amplifiers • Instruments • Strings-n~such 

• Guitar Lessons • 

15479 us 12, "DownTown" Union, Ml 

Phcme 641-7051 ·Fax 641-7045 



32502 M-62 West When you're ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

ESTABLISHED 1950 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
in the buyers! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE@ http://JerdonRealty.Com 

P.O. Box 155 
Vandailia, Michigan 49095 

TUESDAY- SAlURDAY 
3:30pm to ll:OOpm 

CARRY-OUT 
FOODS 

SUNDAY 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Closed Monday 

35 YEARS lN BUSINESS! 

Finest Food in Michiana 
Phone: (616) 476-9606 

TKL Construction 
For all your Remodeling & Building Needs 

• Licensed Electricial • 
• Insured· 

• Roofing Specialist • 
"Free Estimates" 

Kevin (616) 476-9512 
Terry (219) 266-8103 

Luther(616) 476-9512 

TOM'S GARAGE 
.IN WILLIAMSVILLE 
PHONE: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLTh"E AND AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MART- VIDEOS 

8'00 AM TO 7,30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 
8:00AM TO 8:00PM (MI) FRIDAY A..'ID SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10,30 TO 12'30 (MI) 

** TOM • BETTY * BECKY •• 

VISA- MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

BONNIE & ClYDE'S 
B & C's CAFE 

801 STATE STREET 

CASsopolis, Ml 
BREAkfAST luNcH 

& DiNNER 

RESTAURANT & lOUNGE 

M.-60 EAsT CAssopolis, Ml 

"CATERING" OuR SpEciAlty 

JEANNE WilkERSON Pkyllis TillER 

DOUBlE D's 
ICE CREAM & CRill 

UNION, Ml 
616-641-7475 

OPEN DAILY 11:30 TO 10:00 (MICH. TIME) 
STOP IN FOR THE SPECIAl OF THE DAY 
YES! WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99 

CAll. AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE ON TAKE OUT ORDERS 
1S604 US 12, P.O. BOX 294, UNION, Ml 49130 

I .. :-- -·_·_. :. · .. ··.· .. : .. " ... _· -.··_ . .-. 

i T.r·oll · • TJ:·oll TJ:·on · , 
~- ' ' .,. " 

Your Boat • 

Edwardsburg, MI 

(616) 699-5103 

TfMk 8r~eh- La~ 
hF tfo«t<- Pad & h.tru<e 8a&>tire.?&>. 

Ea;le !.de ftfar-tire 
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PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P!<YVY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG - (219) 255-5350 

HavQ fi Safcz and Fun Summczr! 
EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 

-oVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE-

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• CLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• WE USE THE LA TEST 

URETHANE PAINTS 

24 Hour Emergency 
Wrecker Service 

-we are the Best in the Business
Accept No substitutes 

476-2441 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandalia 

~~,?e :J??b.ra/ 
150 S. Broad:way 

Cassopo[is MI 49031 
Business Pfione:- 445-2393 

Fresh Flowers 
Bouquet Specials rnroughout The Summer 

House Plants y Balloons 
Watch for our Hundreds to 

Summer Plant Sale Choose from 

Large Pottery Line 

Let the Professionals at Village Floral help you with all 
your flower decorating & Party needs. . ~ 

iliill::!i!iflllP~ V 

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service 

"Since 1978" 

63021 Birch Rd. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandalia, Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

Phone Fax (616) 476-2370 

8/!lfNil CCNSI!II!mON 
Licensed General Contractor 

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for 
over 8 years. Specializing in: Exteriors, 
Roofs, Siding, Doors, Windows, etc .. 

Give us a call, No job is to big or small 
Call Jeff 

.eo 
;~ 476-2517 
~ 

Lake Residents References upon request. 

THE LAKE EXPERT 

When it's time to buy or 

sell, let me do the work 

while you enjoy the 

weekend! 

NANCY WALKER 

I Cl!ESI>Y and EVERETT 
476-2515 

800-385-2763 



Patronize Your Advertisers 

Good Group Rates and 
Multi-Policy Discounts on 
Home, Auto, Life & Boat 

Insurance 
Mature Owner Discounts 

"Call us for a quick quote" 

15479 U.S.12 
P.O. Box 74 
Union, MI 49130 

(616) 641-5995 
Fax (616) 641-5787 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62392 KAMP KOZY 

CASSOPOLIS, Ml49031 

(616) 445-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE 

JOHNSON • OMC • EVINRUDE 

TOM THORPE 

ERRAR 
Termite &: Pest Management 

• Pest Control 
• Termite Control 
• Rodent Control 
• Flea Control 

• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Real Estate 

FHA&VA 
Competitive Low Prices 

JOHN ERHARDT- OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA- P.O. BOX 275 

All Sport Licenses 
Live Bait & Tackle 

Ammunition 
Coleman Fuel & Supplies 

................. 's Bait & Tackle 
We carry Schuberts Baits 

• Ice • 
HOURS 

Sun. - Thurs. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Fri- Saturday 6:00 am- 8:00 pm 

U.S. 12 • Union, MI 
Hours 6a.m. - 6p.m. • 7 days a week 

(616) 641-2304 

211 DIXIE WAY NORTH 
SOUTH BEND, IN. 46637 

PHONE (219) 272-7000 

"Your Birch Lake Neighbors" 

DICK LINDZY JUDY LINDZY 

.. -


