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Issue 13
COMMODORES’ COMMENTS

This is the last weekend before most schools ring their bells, calling children back to class, and signaling the
emotional close to summer for anyone who has ever been a parent.

This Saturday is the Fall Dinner, and the last event of the season. I offer up two optional names for this
dinner. The event can more precisely be named, the End of Summer Dinner, or more optimistically, The
August Dinner.

I have many people to thank for their assistance this Yacht Club season, and I feel it necessary to briefly
mention why:

Scott & Holly Troeger - for questions answered.

Bill King, Herm Kruggel, Dean Davis & Earl Troeger - for your experience, wisdom.
Bill, Dean and Herm for selling advertisements for the Barker.

Jim Beck, Rick Russworm & Bob King for being there when needed. Bob for leading the fleet and
writing the weekly fleet articles.

John Gableman - for your commitment to Yacht Club events.
Linda & Temry Curtis - for your work behind the scene.

Doris Sante - for your “Herculean” summer commitment to the Barker and Marty for giving a couple
hours each week driving the Barker to the Printer, counting and delivering papers.

The Barker Delivery people who trudged through rain and sleet to do their jobs. Those

brave people include: Louise Rieth, the Mullins Family, Linda Curtis, Judy Olson, Nancy DeCocker,
Holly Troeger, Natalie Dudeck, Sue, Terri, & Terry Montague and Bev

Kruggel. :

The directors and talented people planning and working at outings, luncheons, dinners, the breakfast...
My Wife, Liz - you were always there getting it done when I couldn’t.

Many of us on the Lake enjoy the work of the Yacht Club, but there are a consistent few who do so much for
uwsall.

Bob King asked me last week what was the best thing I can take from the experience of being commodore.
My answer was swift and sincere that it was getting to know so many people that I otherwise might not have
contact with on the Lake.

With confidence I will turn over the position of Commodore to a great fellow Westsider - Jim Beck

Thanks again to all Birch Lakers for a great Summer of “98. -

Your Commodore
Al Cover
1998 SCHEDULE
¥all Dinner Saturday, August 22, 5:30 BLYC
Director’s meeting Saturday, September 5, 9:002m BLYC

Sailing Trophies Monday, September 7, 10:00am BLYC



LOST - BLACK RUBBER GAS CAP about 4" diameter - Kruggel’s 476-2169
FOR RENT-LAKEFRONT on Westside - $550 weekly - Please call Brad Walker 2515
If you are looking for e BABYSITTER please call Natalie Dudeck at 2395.

1 would like to purchase a SEAWORTHY 10-12 foot ALUMINUM ROW BOAT. Bud Zesinger - Looks
like Barb and Bud are headed for Europe.

The last three weeks have been very busy at the Wozniak Cottage. Vanessa’s Sister, Debbie, her Husband Ted,
and Daughter Kerri were in from Southem California. Kerri spent 2 full weeks enjoying Birch Lake after her
parents left. She has done this for the past seven summers. Carrie took the Boating Safety Course this summer
and Capt. Carlisle was happy 1o see someone all the way from California. She passed with flying colors.

The party continued this weekend with Ben’s college room mate, wife, three sons and niece from Cedar
Rapids, lowa enjoyed all Birch Lake has to offer. Perhaps you saw them tubing endlessly. Ben & Vanessa will
need at least three weeks to recover from all the excitement.

FOUND - Cypress Gardens Life Jacket floated in - Identify and claim - Sante 476-2227

The Birch Lake Ladies Golf Outing was played under cloudy skies but the rain held off. There were 20
golfers pius Staci Whiteman driving the beverage cart keeping us from getting too dry. The luncheon was held
at the Yacht Club and was catered by Kathy Haney. We enjoyed appetizers of crab filled phyllo cups and
crostini with roasted garlic and brie; and for lunch there was smoke chicken walnut salad with rolls, raspberry
tea or wine and assorted sorbets for dessert. We greatly appreciate all of the contributions from the following:

Dick Bender Bill King Kevin Kruggel Dan Reynolds Bob King Irepme Steffen Tom Regers
Rich Mullin Al Cover Liz Comran Mike Richwine Cindy Bernaciak LeKing Bev Kruggel

Linda Rasmussen Mike Machalleck Toms Garage Park Shore Golf Course

Hemeowners’” Association Meeting

The annual meeting of the Homeowners® Association took place Saturday, August 15, 1998 at the
clubhouse. Rick Russwurm called the meeting to order and reported on the membership and
finances, and on the public vote declining Constantine Schools’ request for a property tax increase
to finance new construction. Dean Davis reported on the meetings of local governmental and other
boards attended on behalf of the Homeowmers’ Association, including the Porter Township Board
of Trustees, Constantine School Board, Board of Public Works, Board of Zoning Appeals and
Community Policing Association. Dean also discussed his investigations into the possibility of
inviting, in conjunction with the water quality committes and the board of the BLYC, 2 professional
to conduct an updated comprehensive water quality analysis of the lake. He will try to make
arrangements for that professicnal to attend a meeting open to 2ll lake residents to discuss the
proposed analysis, after which a degision would be made whether to hire the professional to conduct
the znalysis. Scott Troeger discussed the proposed new Michigan legislation on waverunners. He
also reported on the extent and type of usage of the boat launck, and (as reported earlier this year
in local newspapers), that the county along with the DNR seems interested in paving the land behind
the boat launch to add more parking spaces for the boat launch and Lake Park. The membership
considers additiomal parking at the boat launch to be exiremely undesirable, with adverse
consequences for water quality, safety and quality of life for the lake homeowners, Dean Davis
reported on local political changes and their implications for the lake, and Bill King reported on the
status of the dispute between Porter and Newberg townships over providing fire and emergency
services to the lake. During the discussion period, it was leamed that some lake residents had
observed the dumping of sewage from the new intensive hog sheds onto the field directly South of
the Jake. The membership considers this activity absolutely unacceptable and action will be taken
to stop it. Members alsc discussed the desirability of coordinating efforts with other local lake
associations on matters of mutual interest, and this will be investigated. The meeting was then
adjourned by Rick Russwurm. |
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FLEET NEWS

The article in [ast weeks Barker Lsting race results for 08/09 was just a “dig” at the sailors for
not coming out to play. Though I claimed two first place finishes, it was only practice. Races
number nine & ten were held 08/16 in light & variable winds. Two weekends remain in the
season, followed by the Labor Day Regatta. Thanks go 1o the Plaa Race Committee crew.

There were a couple ems of note in the September issue of Sail magazine on youth sailing.
The first was an edtonal by Panence Wales on “winning & losing well”. Beyond the theme
of teaching young people 2 slappers code of conduct, she related how juntor fleets are grow-
ing. The 1989 Optimust class had 1,000 competors, today there are over 3,000. An article
ttled 7he Batler A te My Horeuore discussed sailing as 2 High School sport. There were only
67 sailing tearns in 1989, roday there are 230! Contact the Inter Scholastic Sailing Association
at 1 (800) 739-3253. So, what does this mean® Well, I hope we can promote young sailors on
Birch Lake. There has been some interest in starting 2 Sunfish Junior League (there certamly
are enough boats availible}). Contact me I you are interested 1n providing a kid or boat.

Bring a young sailor out on Saturday to introduce them 1o the sport (free lessons, see below).

08/16 - Race Results:
Season Race # T} - .
Saturday, August 22nd
unfish ; o N
S STt 2 3 9:30 am - Sailing 100 - rigging,
3. Howerd 3 1 repairing your boat
i;%",{:‘" ; :n 10:00 am - Sailling 101 - on shore
A > ' class on how fo sail
I d
” ek oo 10:30 am - Sailing 102 - on water
?-;;"r :ﬂs :ﬂ’ class with coaches ...
5 Rz ns 03 . .
C. Spraw dns  dus 11:00 am - Pleasure Sail
J. Staytor dos  dos 2:00 pm - Couples Race”
MCs R. Hzrmon 1 5
D. Harmor 2 2
TToegr 3 3 Season Races every
T. Howard 4 ] .
B Craomer 8 1 Sunday at 11:00am
B. Harlzn 3 4
Starters s piai ) Labor Day Regatta:
S. Pitakos 4 Saturday 08/05 at 14:00 am
I Beck 2 Sunday 08/06at 2:00 pm
o e - Awards 09/07 at 11:00 am

All times are I standard time ... we never change

1\



If you have ever wondered about the BLYC finances, here is 2 summary of the Treasurer's
Report to the BLYC board on Auvgust 15, 1998, This report covers receipts and disbursements
from the July 11, 1998 board meeting to the August 15, 1998 board meeting. The General Fund
inchedes social events and activities such as the Commodore’s Party, Vice Commodore's Party,
Men's Golf, Ladies Golf, Ladies Luncheon, Corn & Sausage, Boat Parade trophies, etc. The
deficit in the Building Fund resuits from the expenditures on the new deck and air conditioning

unit.

General Fond $4,975.55 $5,043.75 ($8.685.19) | $2,334.11
Sailing 120.00 0 0 120.00
Fireworks 4,982.45 85.00 {4,000.00) 1,067.45
Building Fund (685.45) 0 (1,582.54) (2,267.59)
Water Quality 3,760.37 0 0 3,760.37
Riparien 49 0 0 49
Totals $13,201.92 $6,128.75 ($14,267.73) $5,062.94
Homeowners' $1,560.00 $60.00 (5167.57) $1,452.43
Association

ELDSDT JST 7250

Don’t mess with Mother Nature ...

We all grump when water foul leave presents on our piers. Paleontologists now befieve
dinosaurs were closely related to birds. By their appearance, Great Biue Herons must be
ancestors of Pterodactyls. Herons were here first.

We foul the environment with gas and oil, churning the surface in motorized contraptions.
We replace the naturai shoreline with concrete walls. We pull those darned weeds (which
are indigenous ingredients of the naturai habitat). Many of the frogs and turtles are gone.
Thankfully, the minnows (food for most critters) were given a chance to rebound when
commercial trapping ceased.

Long before descendants of man emerged from the primordial soup, these creatures and
their kind were here. Remember who was here first and who is an interloper.

Be gentle with Lady Birch.



CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

14525 Chapel Hili Street « Union, kMt 49130
Phone: 616-641-5236

1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Turm North
1%z Mi. to comer of Chapel! Hill Sireet.
2:30 am

Sunday Services: Sunday School

Worship Hour

Adult
Youth
Kid's Club

Lance Witham
Youth Pastor

| Wednesday:
E 715 pm

David Banks
Senior Pastor

New Hickory Inn

Restaurant
Jomes, Michigan

(616) 244-9004

Mon - Thur 1 dam - 10pm

Fri & Sat f1dam - 11pm

{ Daily: Lunch & Evening Specials

|  Featuring: Chicken, Seafood &
Steaks

APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC.

227 Dixie Way North
Suite 235
South Bend, Indiana 46637

Residential appraisals St. Joseph or Elkhart Counties

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante -

Rich Svoboda, Appraisers
Office219-277-7777 Home 476-2227
Fax 219-277-7797

Tri-Lake’s Sports Marine

MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER
STARCRAFT : RIVIERA CRUISER

"SERVICE AT ITS BEST™

LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU AND
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

TRIL.AKES SPORTS MARINE
69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49150

616/ 641-2154

LOCATED BETWEEN
LONG & BALDWIN LAKES

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

WE SERVICE:
MERCURY :FORCE :
JOHNSON : EVINRUDE :

WE EAVE WHAT YOU NEED!! MG - OMC COBRA

10:30 am
Evening Service &:30 pm

7:3G pm

g - Guitar Lessons J

Loyd Vaughn ”

(SEPT!C SERVICE )

7 DAYS - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHIGAN & INDIANA

Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD
.: T |

VISA

64643 M-62 S. - CASSOPOLIS == |

~ Evening Specials ~ |
Mon - Pork Chops or Ham Steak
Tue - Chicken (All you can eat) |
Wed - Prime Rib or Crab Legs
Thur - Shrimp {All you can eat)

Fri - Cod {(All you can eat) or
Crab Legs

Sat - Steak Sizzler (All you can
eat) or Prime Rib

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Spot Removal

* Pet Deodorization

* Minitmal Drying Time

TW General Home Cleaning
* Vacuuming & Dusting
* Window Washing

*Kitchen & Bathroom
Sanitizing.

We Can Open & Close
Your Lake Home for the Season’

insured & Bonded 616-476-2431
Residential & Commerciat 800-248-5485
63093 Birch Reoad Vandafia, Mi

Liedo

Pnntsng & Copy Shoppe

Fax Service « Business Cards « Rubber Stamps
Business Printing + Fliers & [Birch Barker)

New = Usad » Consignment
Ampiifiers » lnstruments « Strings-n-such

15479 US 12, "DownTown” Union, Ml |
Phone 641-7051 - Fax 641-7045 |



Patromz Your Aertisers

32502 M-62 West

Cowagiac, Michigan 49047

{616) 7824000

R TR T R
REAL ESTATE, INC,

ESTABLISHED 1950

in the buyers!

When you're ready to seli your lake property, we
make it easy to find buyers because we're the
specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over
70 lzkes in 4 counties, we have a large selection

of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, cailed
Direct Lake Property Marketing.

So when if’'s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling

VISIT QUR WE STTE @ hétp://JerdonRealty.Comn

| PO.Box 155

TUESDAY - SATURDAY
| Vandailia, Michigan 45095

3:30pm to 11:00pm

SUNDAY
4:Q0pm - 9:00pm

Closed Monday

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Finest Food in Michiana
Phone. (616) 476 9606

TKL Construction

For all your Remodeling & Building Needs

CARRY-QUT
FOQDS

* Licensed Electricial =
* |[nsured
- Roofing Specialist »
“Free Estimates”

Kevin (616) 476-9512
Terry (219) 266-8103
Luther (616) 476-9512

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE: 476-2272

24 HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART - VIDEQOS

| 3:00 AM TO 7:30 PM (M) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
| 5:00 AM TO 8:00 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 16:30 TO 12:30 (M)
*% TOM = BETTY * BECKY **

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

| BONNEE & CLYDE'S

| Restaurant & Lounge

B & C’s CAFE
801 State Streer
Cassopolis, Ml
Breakfast Lunch
& Dinner

M-60 East Cassopolis, Mi
"CATERING" Our Specialiy

447-8138

Jeanne Witkerson Phyllis Tiller

ICE CREAM & GRILL
UNION, Ml
616-641-7475

OPEN DAILY 11:30 TO 10:00 {MIiCH. TIME}
STOP IN FOR THE SPECIAL OF THE DAY
YES! WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99
CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE OM TAKE OUT ORDERS
15604 US 12, P.O. BOX 284, UNION, Mi 49130

Aagie L. i
“So. Side of Eaﬂle Lake
Edwardsburg, Mi

(616) 699-5103

7 hanke Biiwch Lake,
For Yowr Past & Fature Busivess,
L’%@é Like Marive




| - AUTO PAINTING
I+ COMPLETE BODY REPAIR

I+ GLASS REPLACEMENT
" - FREE ESTIMATES

PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC.

55851 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY

MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING - (219) 255-5176

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP ’

"OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE™

| - FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES

* RADIATOR SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency

|+ WE USE THE LATEST €
Wrecker Service

URETHANE PAINTS

“We are the Best in the Business™
Accept No Substitutes

476-2441

| SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-50 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandaiia

150 S. Broadway
Cassopotis M1 49031
Business Phone: - 445-2393

Fresh Flowers
Bouquet Specials Throughout The Summer

House Plants Batloons
Hundreds to
Choose from

Watch for our
Summer Plant Sale
Large Pottery Line

Let the Professionals at Village Fioral help you with all
<. your flower decorating & Party needs. o

MFG - (219) 255-5350

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service

“Since 1978”

E. JOYCE KLIMEK
Broker
Phone Fax (616) 476-2370 ¢

63021 Birch Rd.
at Birch Lake
Vandatlia, M} 49095
L BIENZ CONSTRUCTION

rAN

Licensed General Contractor

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for
over 8 years. Specializing in: Exteriors,
Roofs, Siding, Doors, Windows, etc..
(Give us a call, No job is to big or small
Call Jefft

£ 476-2517

Lake Residents References upon request.

THE LAKE EXPERT

When it’s time to buy or
sell, let me do the work
while you enjoy the
weekend!

" NANCY WALKER )

CRESSY and EVERETT

476-2515
800-385-2763




. P.O.Box 74

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

Insurance
Mature Owner Discounts

| “Call us for a quick quote”
| 1s9Us.12

Union, MI 45130
THORPE’S MARINE SERVICE

62392 KAMP KOZY
CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031

(616) 445-3176

SHORE STATIONS
SERVICE
PADDLE BOATS
STORAGE

JOHNSON « OMC - EVINRUDE

TOM THORPE

(616) 6415995 |
Fax (616) 641-5787 §

rmlte & est Managemet

* Pest Control

* Termite Contro!

* Rodent Control

* Flea Centrol
Competitive Low Prices

JOHN ERHARDT - OWNER

(616) 476-9944
(616) 476-2866
VANDALIA - P.O. BOX 275

* Residentiai
* Real Estate
FHA & VA

All Sport Llcenses
Live Bait & Tackle
Ammunition
Coleman Fuel & Supplies

Haﬂ's Bait & Tackle

We carry Schuberts Baits
= Jcee
HOURS
Sun. - Thurs. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm
Fri - Saturday 6:00 am - 8:00 pm

U.S. 12 « Union, M1
Hours 6a.m. - 6p.m. » 7 days a week

(616) 641-2304

211 DIXIE WAY NORTH |
SOUTH BEND, IN. 46637 |

PHONE (219) 272-7000

"Your Birch [Lake Neighbors"

| DICK LINDZY




