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COMMODORES’ COMMENTS Issue 14

Saturday saw another attempt at having a “Couples Race” twarted by lack of wind.

Saturday evening some 75 Birch Lakers enjoyed another fall dinner catered by Bonnie & Clydes. The food was
excellent, thanks to Phyllis and crew. Al Cover presented the Commodores Trophy to Rick and Patti
Russwurm for all of their efforts and assistance to the Yacht Club. Al then passed the Commodoreship to me..
I am admittedly a bit nervous at this point, but hopefully that will pass. I announced my new Vice Commodore,
Bob King. Tfeel very lucky that Bob accepted, and feel he will be a great asset to me in the coming year. [ am
looking forward to working with Bob.

As T stated, at the fall dinner, we have a very unique community. To some, it’s a weekend or summer get-away,
to others it is our home. We are blessed with clear water and the serene beauty of Birch Lake. As we enjoy
this great resource, let us take a moment to thank the people who have beer: here for years, the people who have
had the foresight to maintain the Lake we are able to enjoy on a daily basis. Had those people pot had the
vision to keep the Lake, for the most part “Private”, we wouldn’t be able to enjoy the Lake as we do today.
We have the responsibility to keep the Lake as natural and unspoiled as we possibly can. If we do this now,
perhaps 30 or 40 years down the road our children and grandchildren will love it as much as we do.

On a lighter note, I would like to thank everyone who helped with the Fall Dinner, my Wife, Saily, Tom &
Vicki Rodgers, Rick Russwurm who managed the bar, Pam Mullins for providing the flowers for the tables,
and Liz and Al Cover, Scott and Holly Troeger for taking Reservations and keeping in contact so we could
provide Bonnie & Clydes with an accurate “head Count™, and to everyone who helped clean up after the dinner.
Again, Thanks.

The Sailors were blessed with strong winds Sunday moming. Thank you to my Wife, Sally, Leslie and Calvin
King for helping me to man the starting boat. The races were quick and quite exciting to watch. If you’ve only
observed them from shore, you’re missing a lot. You should come out and watch them from your boat, and
cheer the satlors on. But please give them ample space and keep in mind they have the right of way.

Again, let me say, I'm looking forward to serving as your Commodore for 1999.

Jim Beck, Commodore

1998 SCHEDULE
Director’s meeting Saturday, September 5, 9:00am BLYC

Sailing Trephies Monday, September 7, 11:00am BLYC
. Please note time change

LOST - BLACK RUBBER GAS CAP about 4" diameter - Kruggel’s 476-2169
FOR RENT-LAKEFRONT on Westside - $550 weekly - Please call Brad Walker 25 15

If you are looking for a BABYSITTER please call Natalie Dudeck at 2395.
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FLEET NEWS

Saturday morning we had a Lesm to Sail class: rigging a Sunfish, basics of sailing (on shore)

& then everyone went out for a short race on the kiddie course. The Scott Troeger clan had
a boat-load including Alex Ball, Alice Corey, Lindsey Fuang, Michelle Huang, Amy Troeger,
Tory Troeger & Neil (the pirate) Troeger. Deb Richwine, son Patrick, Leslie & Cal were also
in the group. Thanks to Holly, Dave, Don & Lind for the help.

The 2:00 pm Couples Race 2 went much like the first - no wind. Third time a charm ... ?

The wind Sunday was explosive -- South-west bursting 15-20 knots. Both of the fleets were
blasted around the course for two quick races bringing this years season total to 12. Only 2
races remain in the regular season before the third season begins - the Labor Day Regatta.
Thanks go to the Beck crew who overcame the post Fall Dinner haze to run the start.

Leslie &I have agreed to help Commodore & First Lady Beck as Vice. I will resign as Fleet
Captain at the season end on Labor Day. Sincere thanks to all those who helped these last
two years. I hope that we can build our fleet in the years to come. See you on the water.

Cap’n Bob
08/23 - Race Resuifs:  goaconRace #
TP
B. King 3 2 .
3 Hoveard - 2 Lgbo; Dgy Monday e_a? 11:00am we
D. Otscn. 4 4 will distribute the Sailing & Starter
$Bﬁ::inger dns  dns awards. Come to Bill & Le King’s
. anas dns dns
M. Machalleck  dns  dne boathouse on the North Shore.
D. Weaver dns dns
é' (;abl:tman dns dns Parking is tight so please walk or
. Spra dns dns H :
J. Staytor dns  dne come by b_oat {sail would be nice).
Everyone is welcome so please
' come especially Regafta Kidz!

MCs T. Howard 1 1
R. Harmon 4 2
T. Troeger 2 4
D. Harmon 5 3 Correction: iast weeks race results listed Dave
H. Cranmar 2 dnf Olson as dns in race 2, he finished, sory Dave.
B. Harlan dns &

Starters  _ geck 4 Labor Day Regatta:
S. Plaia 4 .
S, Pitakos 2 Saturday 09/05 at 11:00 am
B Sante dns Sunday 08/06 at 2:00 pm
W. King dns

Ali imes are IN standard time ... we never change

We are sorry to hear of the death of Don Erhardt, a lifelong resident of Birch Lake. Don died on August 20
at Borgess Medical Center in Kalamazoo after a short iliness. Don and Mary Alice, have lived at Birch Lake
for 45 years. During that time he enjoyed boating, fishing, and just being at “The Lake”. Don loved to talk
and his stories were not only informative, but interesting. He loved to tell others about simpler times at “the
Lake™. Don is survived by his wife of 55 years, Mary Alice, and four children; Don Jr. of New Carlisle,
Indiana; Cheryl Wilcox and husband, Tom of The Colony, Texas;, Lynne Halsted also of The Colony, Texas;
and John Erhardt of Birch Lake. Don is also survived by grandchildren; Tracy, Kimberly, and Ryan Wilcox
also Josh and Adam Halsted.

The Erhardt family would like to thank all of the friends and neighbors at “the Lake” for the cards, food, and
support during this time of sorrow. With Special thanks to Julie and Doug Weaver for being there for Don and
Mary Alice, especially during the last few weeks of Don’s life when he was so ill. Don was a fixture at Birch
Lake and we will miss him.



CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

14525 Chapel Hill Street » Union, MI 49130
Phone: 616-641-5236

1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North
1% Mi. to comer of Chapet Hill Street.

Sunday School
Worship Hour
Evening Service

Aduit
Youth
Kid’'s Ciub

Lance Witham
Youth Pastor

Sunday Services:
[ Wednesday:

David Banks
Senior Pastor

New Hickory Inm

Restaurant
Jones, Michigan
(616) 244-9004

Mon - Thur 4 iam - 10pm
Fri & Sat 11am - 11pm

Daily: Lunch & Evening Specials
| TFeaturing: Chicken, Seafood &
Steaks

APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC.

227 Dixie Way North
Suite 235
South Bend, Indiana 46637

Residzntial appraisals St Joseph or Elkhart Counties

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante -
Rich Svoboda, Appraisers

Office219-277-7777 Home 476-2227

Foc 219-277-7797

Tri-Lake’s Sports Marine

MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER
STARCRAFT : RIVIERA CRUISER

"SERVICE AT ITS BEST™

LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU AND
SMAIL ENOUGH TO CARE

TRI-LAKES SPORTS MARINE
69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

616/ 641-2154

LOCATED BETWEEN
LONG & BALDWIN LAKES

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

WE SERVICE:
MERCURY :FORCE :
JOHNSON : EVINRUDE :

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!! OMC : OMC COBRA.

\ « Guitar Lessons »

Loyd Vaughn

(SEPT!C SERVI CE)

7 BAYS - 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 1N RMICHIGAN & INDIANA
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD
- ; : i

L

Lo

64648 M-62 S CASSOPOLIS

~ Evening Spea:mﬁs ~

Mon - Pork Chops or Ham Steak |
Tue - Chicken (All you can eat) .
Wed - Prime Rib or Crab Legs
Thur - Shrimp (All you can eat)

Fri - Cod (All you can eat) or
Crab Legs

Sat - Steak Sizzler (All you can
eat) or Prime Rib

Curtis Cleaning Services

Carpet & Uphoistery Cleaning
* Spot Removal
* Pet Deodorization
, * Minimal Drying Time
T General Home Cleaning
= *Vacuuming & Dusting
* Window Washing

= ; * Kitchen & Bathroom
Sanitizing

Pe Can Gpen & Close
Your Lake Horme for the Season

Insured & Bonded 616-475-2431
Residential & Commercial 800-248-5485
63093 Birch Road Vandalia, Mi

2
Prmtmg & Copy Shoppe

Fax Service » Business Cards « Rubber Stamps
Business Printing « Fliers & (Birch Barker)

New « Used » Consignment
Amplifiers ~ Instruments + Strings-n-such j

15479 US 12, "DownTown" Union, Mi |
Phone 641-7051 - Fax €41-7045




Patronize Your Advertisers

32502 M-62 West
Dowagiac, Michigan 45047

{616) 782-4000

R T
REAL ESTATE, iNC.

ESTABLISHED 1850

in the buyers!

When you're ready te sell your lake property, we
make it easy to find buyers because we’re the

spedialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over
70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a iarge selection

of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, cailled
Direct Lake Properly Marketing.
So when #'s time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling -

VISIT OUR WEB SITE @ http://JerdonRezlty.Com

TUESDAY - SATURDAY
3:30pm to 11:0C0pm

SUNDAY
4:00pm - 9:00pm

Closed Monday

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Finest Food in Michiana
Phane- (616) 476-9696

TKE_ Construction

For all your Remodeling & Building Needs

| PO.Box 155
& Vandailia, Michigan 49095

CARRY-OUT
FOODS

= | icensed Electricial «
* insured -
» Roofing Specialist -
“Free Estimates”

Kevin (616) 476-9512
Terry (219) 266-8103
Luther (616) 476-9512

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE: 476-2272

24 HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART - VIDEQS

3:00 AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY |

8:00 AM TO $:00 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 16:30 TO 12:39 (MI)

= TOM = BETTY * BECKY *=

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEFTED

| BONNIE & CLYDE'S

B & C’s CAFE

801 Staw Smeer

Cassopotlis, Mi

Breakfast Lunch
& Dinner

Restaurant & Lounge
M-60 East  Cassopolis, Mi
"CATERING” Our Speciatry

44%-8178

Jeanne Wilkerson

Phyllis Tiller

BLE D's

ICE CREAM & CRILL
UNION, Mi
616-641-7475

OPEN DAILY 11:30 TG 10:00 (MICH. TIME)
STOP iN FOR THE SPECIAL OF THE DAY
YES!'WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99
CAil AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE ON TAKE QUT ORDERS
15604 US 12, P.O. BOX 284, UNION, M! 49130

~So. Side of B Eagle Lake
Edwardsburg, MI

(616) 699-5103

[ harks Birck Lake,
For Your Past & Future Busivess,
f&;/e Lake Marine




|« RADIATCR SERVICE

PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, iNC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING - (219) 255-5176

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP
“OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE™

FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES N
AUTO PAINTING RS IR
COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 77l N o™/,

4 - GLASS REPLACEMENT
o - FREE ESTIMATES

E  + WE USE THE LATEST
URETHANE PAINTS

24 Hour Emergency
Wrecker Service

“We are the Best in the Business™
Accept No substitutes

476-2441

| SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN |

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandalia

150 5. Broadway
Cassopolis MI 49031

Business Phone: - 445-2393

Fresh Flowers
Bouquet Specials Throughout The Summer

House Plants Balloons
Hundreds o
Choose from

Watch for our
Summer Plant Sale
Large Pottery Lime

Let the Professionals at Village Floral help you with all
your flower decorating & Party needs.

MFG - (219) 255-5350

rl

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service

“Since 1978”

E. JOYCE KLIMEK
Broker
Phone Fax {616) 476-2370 |

63021 Birch Rd.
at Birch Lake
Vandalia, M! 42035

Licensed General Contractor

T BIENZ CONSTRUCTION

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for
over 8 years. Specializing in: Exteriors,
Roofs, Siding, Doors, Windows, etc..
Give us a call, No job is to big or small
Call Jeff

4 476-2517

Lake Residents References upon request.

When it’s time to buy or
sell, let me do the work
while you enjoy the
weekend!

" NANCY WALKZR \

CRESSY and EVERETT
476-2515

800-385-2763




__Patronize Your Advertisers

Good Group Rates and
‘Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat
Insurance
Mature Owper Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

| 1sam9US. 12
| P.0.Box74

(616) 641-5995
Union, MI 49130

Fax (616} 641-5787

THORPE’S MARINE SERVICE
62392 KAMP KOZY
CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031

(616) 445-3176

SHORE STATIONS
SERVICE
PADDLE BOATS
STORAGE

JOHNSON - OMC - EVINRUDE

TOM THORPE

c.

PHONE (219) 272-7000

¢ Comrnercial
* Residential
© Real Estale

FHA & VA

* Termite Control

° Rodent Contro}

¢ Flea Control
Competitive Low Prices

JOHN ERHARDT - OWNER

{616) 476-2344
{616) 476-2866

VANDALIA - P.O. BOX 275

Al} Sport Lxcemses
Live Bait & Tackle
Ammuniticn
Coleman Fuel & Supplies

Haﬂ's Bait & Tackle

We carry Schuberts Baits
»JIceo
HOURS
Sun. - Thurs. 6:00 am - 6:00 pm
Fri - Saturday 6:00 am - 8:00 pm

U.S. 12 « Union, M1
Hours 6z.m. - 6p.m. « 7 days a week

(616) 641-2304

211 DIXIE WAY NORTH |
SOUTH BEND, IN. 46837

"Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

| DICK LINDZY

JUDY LINDZY |




