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Well, again the weather gods smiled on Birch Lake, with the exception of the storm we had early Tuesday 
morning. Without a doubt, this has been one of the nicest summers weather-wise in recent years! A1 Cover 
must have had an "in" somewhere. I hope I can find out his secret before next spring. 

Saturday September 5th is the final Board ofDirector' s Meeting for 1998. I would like to thank all of the Board 
members for their dedication and perseverance throughout the year! Well done! Following Saturday's Board 
meeting, we will be joined by Mr. Joe Ervin, a water research specialist, with thirty year's experience from 
Michigan State University, who will give a presentation on a proposed year long water quality study and testing 
of the Lake and surrounding watershed. This meeting is open to the public and any interested people should 

come and listen to this presentation. 

This is only a proposed analysis and we need to listen and consider what Mr. Ervin has to say. The 
presentation should begin at !O:OOam, immediately following the Board meeting. What Mr. Ervin has to say 
should be of great importance to all residents of Birch Lake, as the quality of the water affects all of us. 

Director's meeting 

Sailing Trophies 

Jim Beck, Commodore 

1998 SCHEDULE 

Saturday, September 5, 9:00am 

Monday, September 7, ll:OOam 
Please note time change 

BIRCH LAKE YACBT CLUB 
50 YEARS OF SAILING 

i'!:a Birch Lake Yacht Club will be canpleting its 50th year of sailing this 
ir Day weeJ:eru;t· On Labor Day 1948, one trophy was presented to Earl 

Troeger for WJ.nm.ng the Season and Labor Day races. 

~and all types of. saiJJ:x>ats raced in the beginning with the races being 
capped by starting times. The faster boats scxretimes started as much 

as 1-_1/2 hours after race start. · . 

Frolft this begining, a Snipe Class Fleet evolved and grew to about 15 boats 
racmg every. weekend. The .Sunfish Class came about later and grew to about 
25 boats racmg. ~ Snipe Class then faded with the Sunfish caning on 
strong. The MC ~ mtroduced in the early "80"s and thus we have come to 
what we have now WJ.th both Sunfish and MC' s canpeting on Sunday. 

Birch ~ has. hos~ed sever.:u regatta's over the years including the Sni 
Class lilunior DJ.strwt Champl.Onship which took in eight states. we used : 
g7t large turnouts for the Memorial Day Champagne Regattas for Snipes, the 
B~ch Lake Open Regattas for Sunfish, and have hosted an MC Regatta for 
Dl.am:md, Eagle, Corey and Birch Lakes. 

Congratula~OI_LS to all the Birch Lake Sailors and may there be many more 
. years of saJ.lmg to come. 

BLYC 

BLYC 



FOR RENT-LAKEFRONT on Westside- $550 weekly- Please call Brad Walker 2515 

If you are looking for a BABYSITTER please call Natalie Dudeck at 2395. 

HURRICANE FUN DECK for sale $3,000 - Please call AI or Liz at 9339. 

After reading in an old Birch Barker that the record number of times for skiing around the Lake all at once was 
11 circuits, Erisa Asire decided to set a new record. On August 18 , she completed 12 continuous laps. 
Congratulations! 

GUNDY CUSTOM BUILDERS 
CUSTOM BARNS - GAZEBOS 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE. 

- NEW RESIDENTIAL HOMES - REMODEL - RESTORATION-
616-641-2900 (Located on Shavehead Lake) - BIRCH LAKE 

September 1998 

FLEET NEWS 

Sunday we sailed the final two races of the regular season in a lovely breeze. The rivahywas 
right down to this last weekend in both fleets -- it has made me do the math twice! Though 
we kept the Commodore &First Ladyup late Saturday night, they were first out on the lake 
to start our races (narrowly edging out Stan Pitakos who rode along). Thanks to all those who 
helped run the start this past year (including Santes & Plaias who are starting this weekend). 

We will finish the organized sailing with the Labor Day Regatta. Please note the time changes 
below (again). The races are both at 11:00 am. There are more MCs racing than SunfiSh! The 
Regatta is one last chance to put a lot of boats on the course, please come out. Come to Bill 
&Le King's boathouse for the Trophy presentation at 11:00 am Monday(walk or sail please). 

I want to repeat mythanks to everyone who has helped over the last two years. AI the gather
ing Sunday I will announce the 1999 Fleet Captain. See you on the water, Cap'n Bob 

Race# Fiml Season St:mdings 

08/30 - Race Results: t3 I 14 Points #Races Average Place 

Sunfish S. Troeger 1 1 21,777 14 1,555.5 1 
B. King 2 3 21,307 14 1,521.9 2 
J.Howard 3 2 20,533 14 1,466.6 3 
D. Olson. 4 5 16,601 12 1,383.4 4 
J.Bolinger 5 4 10,793 8 1,349.1 5 
M.Athanas dns dns 
M. Machalleck dns dns 
D. Weaver dns dns 
J.Gableman dns dns 
C. Spratt dns dns 
J. Slaytor dns dns 

MCs .T.Howard 2 3 21,013 14 1,500.9 1 
D. Harmon 5 4 20,705 14 1,478.9 2 
H. Cranmer 1 5 20,255 14 1,446.8 3 
R.Harmon 4 2 11,412 8 1,427.6 4 
B. Harlan 6 6 17,830 13 1,371.5 5 
D. Troeger* 3 1 

Starters J.Beck 6 6 6 1 
S. Pitakos 4 4 4 2-tie 
S. Plaia 4 4 4 2-tie 

Couples Race - 3: labor Day Regatta: 
Sunday 09/06 - 2:00 pm Saturday 09/05 - 11:00 am 
Awards Gathering: Sunday 09/06- 11:00 am 
Monday 09/07 - 11:00 am All times are IN standard 



Patronize Your Advertisers 

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
· 14525 Chapel Hill Street • Union, Ml 49130 

Phone: 616-641-5236 .......... 
~ 
1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North 

1Y. Mi. to comer of Chapel Hill Street. 

Sunday Services: 

Wednesday: 

David Banks 
Senior Pastor 

Sunday School 
Worship Hour 
Evening Service 

Adult 
Youth 
Kid's Club 

9:30am 
10:30am 
6:30pm 

7:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Lance Witham 
Youth Pastor 

New Hickory Inn 
Restaurant 

Jones, Michigan 
(616) ~44-9004 

Mon - Thur 11am. - 10pm 
Fri. &> Sat 11am. - 11pm 

Daill.y: Lunch &> Evening Speci.a]l§ 
F eaturi.ng: Chicken~ Seafood &> 

Steaks 

APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC. 
227 Dixie Way North 

Suite235 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 

Residential appraisals SL Joseph or Elkhart Counties 

Doris Sante, SRA - Steve Sante -
Rich Svoboda, Appraisers 

Ofjice219-277-7777 
Fax 219-277-7797 

Home 476--2227 

Tri-I.a.ke's Sports Marine 
MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER 

STARCRAFT : RNIERA CRUISER 

.. SERVICE AT ITS BEST"~ 

1RI·LAKES SPORTS MARINE 
69545 SUNSET BLVD. 

UNION, MICHIGAN 49130 

616/641-2154 

LOCATED BETWEEN 
LONG & BALDWIN LAKES 

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED!!! 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

WE SERVICE: 
MERCURY :FORCE : 

JOHNSON : EVINRUDE : 
OMC : OMC COBRA 

Loyd Vaughn 
Owner 

(SEPTIC SERVICE) 
7 DAYS- 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

OUR EOUIPl\tlENT IS THE STATE OF TBE ART 
. WE BACK FLUSH . . . 

LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHIGAN & INDIANA 
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD 

64648 M-62 S. - CASSOPOLIS 

- E vemng Special~.§ -
Mon - Pork Chops or Ham Steak 

Tue - Chicken (All you can eat) 

Wed- Prime Rib or Crab Legs 

Thur - Shrimp (All you can eat) 

F ri - Cod (All you can eat) or 
Crab Legs 

Sat - Steak S"nmer (All you can 
eat) or Prime Rib 

Curtis Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

*Spot Removal 
*Pet Deodorization 
*Minimal Drying Time 

\er<'i General Home Cleaning 
*Vacuuming & Dusting 
*Window Washing 
*Kitchen & Bathroom 

~..,Ao Sanitizing 

We Can Open & Close 
Your Lake Home for the Season 

Insured & Bonded 616-476--2431 
Residential & Commercial 800-248-5485 
63093 Birch Road Vandalia, Mi 

Safe6 
&P~oPU 

Pnntmg & Copy Shoppe 
Fax Service • Business Cards • Rubber Stamps 

Business Printing • Fliers & (Birch Barker) 

New • Used • Consignment 
Amplifiers •Instruments • Strings-n-such 

• Guitar Lessons • 

15479 us 12, "DownTown" Union, Ml 

Phone 641·7051 • Fax 641·7045 



32502 ~West When you're ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowa9J8c, Michigan 

49047 make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling .. 
in the buyers! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE@ 

P.O. Box 155 
Vandailia, Michigan 49095 

CARRY-OUT 
FOODS 

TUESDAY- SATURDAY 
3:30pm to ll:OOpm 

SUNDAY 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Closed Monday 

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Fmest Food in Michiana 
Phone: 476-9606 

TKL Construction 
For all your Remodeling & Building Needs 

• Licensed Electricial • 
• Insured • 

• Roofing Specialist • 
"Free Estimates" 

Kevin (616) 476-9512 
Terry (219) 266-8103 

Luther (616) 476-9512 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 
PHONE: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE A.lW AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MART- VIDEOS. 

8:00AM TO 7:30PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 
8:00AM TO 8:00PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MI) 

** TOM • BETTY • BECKY •• 

VISA· MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

BONNIE & ClYDE'S 
B & C's CAFE 

801 STATE STREET 
CASsopolis, Ml 

BREAkfAST I..UNck 
& DiNNER 

RESTAURANT & lOUNGE 

M ... 60 EAsT CAssopolis, Ml 

"CATERING" OuR SpE:ciAhy 

lEANNE WilkERSON Pllyllis TillER 

DOUBLE D's 
ICE CREAM & CRill 

UNION, Ml 
616-641-7475 

OPEN DAILY 11:30 TO 10:00 (MICH. TIME) 
STOP IN FOR THE SPECIAL OF THE DAY 
YES/WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99 

CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE ON TAKE OUT ORDERS 
15604 US 12, P.O. BOX 294, UNION, Ml 49130 

• ,-ts\Q~~~o 
... , 0" GP' .. 

l\~":~Q.\l\ 
e~~~ 

sc~ 

Edwardsburg, MI 

(616) 699-5103 

Tirurk &~k- taie~ 
fOF ~a/" Paa- & Fu.trv-e 8acil(e.%'. 

E~ taie #aFnre-
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BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL P't<Y'IY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219) 255-5176 MFG - {219) 255-5350 

Havfl fi Saffl and Fun Summflr! 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
·ovER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE-

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• GLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• WE USE THE LATEST 

URETHANE PAINTS 

24 Hour Emergency 
Wrecker Service 

"We are the Best In the Business
Accept No Substitutes 

476-2441 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD.15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandalia 

~~,?e ~.ra~ 
150 S. Broadwa.y 

Cassopofis MI 49031 
Business Plione:- 445-2393 

Fresh Flowers 
Bouquet Specials Throughout The Summer 

House Plants ~ Balloons 
Watch for our Hundreds to 

Summer Plant Sale Choose from 

Large Pottery Line 

Let the Professionals at VIllage Floral help you with all 
your flower decorating & Party needs. . ~. 

[B[!£][11]~ v 

St Joseph!Cass County listing Service 

"Since 1978" 

63021 Birch Rd. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandalia, Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

Phone Fax (616) 476-2370 

~i f/JillfNZ CONIBlflJCDON 
~'1. Licensed General Contractor 

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for 
over 8 years. Specializing in: Exteriors, 
Roofs, Siding, Doors, Windows, etc .. 

Give us a call, No job is to big or small 
Call Jeff 

( 476-2517 

Lake Residents References upon request. 

THE LAKE EXPERT 

When it's time to buy or 

sell, let me do the work 

while you enjoy the 

weekend! 

NANCY WALKER 

CRESSY and EVERETT 
476-2515 

800-385-2763 
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Good Group Rates and 
Multi-Policy Discounts on 
Home, Auto, Life & Boat 

Insurance 
Mature Owner Discounts 

"Call us for a quick quote" 

15479 u.s. 12 
P.O. Box74 
Union, MI 49130 

(616) 641-5995 
Fax (616) 641-5787 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62392 KAMP KOZY 

CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031 

(616) 445-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE 

JOHNSON • OMC • EVINRUDE 

TOM THORPE 

ERHARDT 
Termite & Pest Management 

• Pest Control 
o Termite Control 
• Rodent Conlrol 
• Flea Control 

~<!~/. Commercial 
• Residential 
• Real Estate 

FHA&VA 
Competitive Low Prices 

JOHN ERHARDT- OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA- P.O. BOX275 

All Sport Licenses 
Live Bait & Tackle 

Ammunition 
Coleman Fuel & Supplies 

.... "'"" ...... 's Bait & Tackle 
We carry Sch.uberts Baits 

• Ice • 
HOURS 

Sun. - Thurs. 6:00 am - 6:00pm 
Fri- Saturday 6:00 am - 8:00 pm 

U.S. 12 • Union, MI 
Hours 6a.m. - 6p.m. • 7 days a week 

(616) 641-2304 

211 DIXIE WAY NORTH 
SOUTH BEND, IN. 46637 

PHONE (219) 272-7000 

. "Your Birch Lake Neighbors" 

DICK LINDZY JUDY LINDZY 


