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Welcome back to the lake everyone! It's been a long winter for all of us. As the days 
continue to get longer, we know summer can't be far off. I see more & more people 
"opening up" in anticipation of another season. For those of you who were not at the 
Spring Dinner, here are some things that have happened since last summer. The last sailor 
on the lake was Bob King who sailed on Thanksgiving Day. The first water-skiers this 
Spring were Dr. Green's family who hit the lake on March 28th- Brave Souls! 

Since last summer we have lost some friends. Gone from our shores are: Don Earhardt, 
Carl Burkett, Cisco Minix, Les Jensen, Avanelle Cowen, Chet Waggoner & Stan StokeL 
To the friends, fumily & neighbors of these people we offer our sincere condolences
they will all be missed. 

During the winter Doris Sante resigned as Editor of the Barker. Thanks go to Doris for all 
the work she put into our paper over the years. Our new Editor is Beth Blackwood. Please 
drop off articles, ads & items of interest at the Blackwood residence in the Cove. 

Welcome to the new residents on the lake. The Parkinson family purchased the Mather 
place (South side), the DeYoung fumily now owns the Ward home (West shore), the 
Calderwoods bought the former Steffen place (West side), the Wos fumily now own the 
Ferguson place (next to the Landing) & the Meyers have taken up residence; (East side). 
We look forward to meeting you & hope you will be active members of our co=unity. 

Thanks to the volunteers who participated in the Road Cleanup May 15th. Our helpers 
were: Sandra Krchmar, Sally Beck, Bruce Wagner, Dick Bender, Scott & Neil Troeger, 
& Rick Russworm. It was great of you to help. Last weekend we cleaned the Yacht Club. 
Again, many thanks to the volunteers including: Bruce & Sue Wagner, John Scofield, 
Scott, Neil & Amy Troeger, Dick Golden, Sally Beck & Bob King. Things look a lot 
better- great job folks! 

The Co=odore's Cocktail Party is in the not too distant future on June 12th. We are 
adding a little twist to it this year with a wine tasting so bring a bottle (or two) of your 
favorite vintage! We will provide cheese, bread & fruit to cleanse your palates. Please 
bring an hors d'oeuvre to share. June 12th will be here before you know it! Enough for 
now. Have a safe & fun Memorial Day weekend! 

Jim Beck, Co=odore 

1999 Yacht Club Officers: 

Commodore-J"IID Beck 
Vice Commodore- Bob King 
Secretary- Sally Beck 
Treasurer-Holly Troeger 
Fleet Captain- Scott Troeger 

Board of Directors: 

North Side 
Bill King 
Pam Mullin 
Rick Russworm 
Dean Davis 

EastSide 
Judy Olson 
Scott Troeger 

South Side 
Denny Weesner 
Dan Reynolds 
Dick Bender 
Dr. Richard Green 

WestSide 
Herm Kruggel 
Liz Cover 
Sally Beck 

Staudiug Committees: 

Water Quality: 

Gert&BobTemple 
Janet & Dan Reynolds 
Linda & Terry Curtis 

Homeowners Association: 

Dean Davis 
Rick Russworm 
Scott Troeger 
Herm Kruggel 
Bill King 

Time spent gazing at Birch is not 
deducted from one's life span_ 



1999 Schedule ·of Events & Meetings 
Sat- 06/12- Commodore's Cocktail Party 
Sat- 07/03- Boat Parade (4:00pm) 

BLYC Board: 
Sat- 06/05- Club, 9:00 am 

Sat- 07/03- Fireworks (after dark, rain-date Sun) 
Sun- 07/04- Tannadoonah Pancake Breakfast 
Sat- 07/10- Birch Lake Garage Sale 

Sat- 07/10- • " 
Sat - 08/07 - • " 
Sat- 09/11 - • " 

Sat- 07/17- Vice Commodore's Cocktail Party 
Fri - 07/30- Men's Golf Outing * 
Fri - 08/06 - Ladie's Golf Outing 
? ??!?? - Ladie's Luncheon 
Sat- 08/07- Com & Sausage Roast 
Sat- 08/21 -Fall Dinner 

We still need someone to run the Ladie's Outing & 
Ladie's Luncheon, please contact Sally Beck ... 

Homeowners Association: 
Sat- 08/07- after Brd. Mtg. - 10:00 

*Note: 
due to a change in policy at the 
Park Shores course, the Men's 
outing was moved to Spruce 
Ridge this year. 

Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions 
Due to the generosity of those who have sent 
in dues & contributions our treasury is "mostly" 
solvent (note the building fund deficit). The 
balances as of 05/21 are: 

$ __ - BL YC Member Dues ($20 I year) 
$ __ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10 I year) 
$ __ - Sailing Fees ($15/ year) 
$ __ - Building Improvement Fund 
$ __ - Fireworks Display Fund General Fund ......................... . 

Homeowners Association ......... . 
SaiHng Club ........................... . 
Building Improvements ............ . 
Fireworks .............................. . 
Wa!er Quality ........................ . 
Riparian ................................ . 
NET ..................................... . 

Notes: 
• ( ) denotes a negative number 
- within $500 of the '99 cost 
-minus $4,250 fireworks 07104 

$ 592.80 
1,994.81 

138.00 
(1,085.79) * 

3,778.45 -
3,599.93 

63.00 

$9,081.20 -

The last printing of the Directory was '97 
so there are many outdated listings. Some 
people are upset that names or addresses 
are wrong. While we make a best effort to 
get it tight, errors are quite possible. We are 
currently compiling the new database. 

I Send corrections now! 

If no changes are requested we assume the 
old information is ok. Sally Beck is leading 
this project. Complete the fonn on the 
right, mail to her, phone her at 476-2760, 
or live with bad listings until 2001 ... 

Two new fundraisers in progress: 

T -shirts ($12), Long Sleeve T -shirts ($15) & Sweat
shirts ($22). New designs (by Coy Jankowski) and 
colors. Limited number available earfy June, order 
for late June. Contact Dan Reynolds at476-989a 

BL YC coffee mugs ($8), design similar to that at 
right wraps around mug, 3-finger handles, blue 
on bone color. Order is in progress !!.Ql!! for 38 
sold at the Spring dinner, may break mold at 100 
Qust kidding). Contact Bob King at 219-299.{)705 
or Bill & Le King at 476-2128 

$ __ - Water Quality Program 

$ __ - Other-=:------:-:---:-:--:
$ __ - Riparian ($7/yr, provide address) ~ 

o-TOTAL 

.. Send dues I contributions to Sally Beck 
62815 Birch, Lakeview Dr. 

Vandalia, Ml49095 

Please list names, summer and winter address & 
phone numbers below: 

name(s), ______________ _ 

lake address I phone-----------

winter address I phone----------

Email address ____________ _ 

1999 



., 

Se.pA:A.c S1J4.te:M .oe.ep.e.d -i.n..to B-Ul.ch La.k.e. 

UJha..t cUd ~ do to,.,_ B-<--'l.ch La.k.e.? 

ljo u. du.q. o u..t .the. oLd - IJ-O u. ~ .ta.L.Le.d .the n.e.w! 

now 
UJha..t can. .!JQJ!: do f-oJZ. B-Ul.ch La.k.e.? 

ljo u. can. p.wn.p. y.o tLJZ. .tank. and ;the.n. 

e.LTeJUJ, .Wo 'fe.a.JZ.-6 

P UrrrP IJ-O tLJZ. .tank. o.q.a.-i.JL! ! ! 

Water Quality Update 
You have probably noticed that the chrity 

of Birch Lake is outstancling. Tests this Spring with a Secchi. 
disk revealed reaclings of 21 & 26 feet. The Department of 
Enviromental Qwility (DEQ) considers 12-15 feet superior. 

In addition, bacteria, fecal coliform, nitrogen 
& phosphorus profiles continue to be excellent. Birch is in 
the best shape ever since testing & water qwility work began 
in the late '70s. Your Water Qwility Committee is available 
to address any specific residential problems. 

Birch Lake is also a member of the Michigan 
Lakes & Stream Association (MLSA), which gives us access 
to all it's programs & conferences. This year Birch became a 
member of the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program, a 
cooperative venture between the MLSA, the DEQ & the 
CLMP. Fewer than fifty lakes belong to this elite program. 

The Water Quality Committee continues to 
monitor on a regular basis both the lake water & surrounding 
watershed. At this time we are delighted to report that our 
lake is in excellent condition - considered by many to be the 
best in Southern Michigan. 

Gertie & Bob T emp1e 
Linda & Terry Curtis 
Janet & Dan Reynolds 

CAN'T FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO GET RID 
OF IT ??????? 

Porter Towns hip will 
come to the rescue. On 
Sat. 06105, from 8-2 Ml, 
7-1 IN, Township officers 
& Sheriffs Dept. Trustees 
will wait for you at the 
An :erican Waste facility 
on Mason St., a block 
West of Union Rd. to 
help you get rid of that 
"stuff" even the trash 
haulers won't take. Even 
refrigerators, freezers 
& air conditioners that 
need coolants will be 
taken without charge! 
Household hazardous 
wastes like paints & 
sprays are ok too. The 
only charge is for tires, 
wheels & rims. There 
is help for those who 
are unable to move an 
item on their own. No 
Y2!Q waste accepted, 
compost it please. To 
arrange help call 1 0-4 
at 641-2375 (M-F) 
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BLYc SAILING NEWS 
Yy 

Tune up (or at least locate) your boats for a quick Memorial Day Regatta. No one -w-ill 
have had much opportunity to practice (except of course Bob King who just returned 
from cruising the Caribbean on a fifty footer), so this will give everyone a chance to 
refresh their memory of which rope does what ... 

Plan to attend a brief organizational meeting at the clubhouse on Sunday 05/30 at 
9:30am IN, 10:30pm 111, followed by a race or two. 

Scott Troeger, Fleet Captain 

NEW PWC LAWS IN EFFECT FOR '99 
BOATING SEASON, From our Boating 
Safety Committee : As the boating season 
begins, there are a number of new and revised 
laws concerning PWCs that we need to be aware 
of so that everyone will be able to enjoy a safe, 
fun- filled season. 

I. No one shall operate a PWC unless 
each person 12 years of age or~. riding on or 
being towed behind a PWC is wearing a type I, ll 
or ill, Coast Guard approved, personal flotation 
device. (Always look for that label when you 
buy.) Anyone born after Dec.31, 1978 must have 
a boating safety certificate. 
. 2. No one shall operate a PWC unless 

each person on board or being towed by the 
PWC who is less than 12 years of age is wearing 
a Type I or ll personal flotation device. 

3. No one shall operate a PWC if a child 
who is under 7 years of age is on board or being 
towed behind the PWC, unless the child is in the 
company of his or her parent or guardian or a 
designee of the parent or gua:.'lian. 

4. While operating a PWC equipped by 
the manufacturer with a lanyard-type cutoff 
switch, the lanyard .m.J.IS1.be attached to his or her 
person, clothing, or personal flotation device as 
is appropriate for the PWC. 

5. No one may operate a PWC during the 
period that begins one hour be( ore sunset and 
ends at 8 am. "Sunset" means that time 
determined by the National Weather Service. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

6. A PWC operator shall not cross within 
150 feet behind another vessel, other than a 
PWC, unless the person is operating at siow-no
wake speed. 

7. A person shall operate a PWC in a 
reasonable and prudent manner. A maneuver 
that unreasonably or unnecessarily endangers 
life, limb, or property, including but not limited 
to all of the following, constitutes reckless 
operation: 

Weaving through congested traffic. 
Jumping the wake of another vessel 
unreasonably OR unnecessariiy close to 
the other vessel, or when visibility around 
the other vessel is obstructed. 
8. Beginning with March 31, 2000, non

residents of Michigan will be required to obtain a 
boating safety certificate in order to operate a 
PWC in this state. 

9. The owner of a PWC or the person 
having charge over or control of a PWC ( renter 
and or a rentee?) shall not authorize or permit the 
personal water craft to be operated in violation of 
these laws. 

Please be aware of what is happening all 
around you and remember to be considerate of 
the others who also enjoy using our lake. Also 
all boaters need to remember that you are 
required to have your licenses with you, even on 
PWCs. It is suggested that you photocopy and 
laminate them and keep the real thing at home. 
Thanks. Your Boating Safety Committee 

FOR RENT: Lovely 3-bedroom cottage on North Shore, Birch Lake. Call Stewart Spratt at 
606-344-1146 (h) or 513-241-4959ect. 239 (w) 

FOR SA• F= Gently used office set. Walnut veneer on solid wood desk. locking 5 d!awer, 
matching formica top. Three walnut chairs, burgundy button backs with brass button rolled 
arms, tv.Q guest & one swivel. Call Bob King at 219-299-0705, or weekends at 476-2128 
WANTED: Nice young couple wants Birch lake cottage I home. We always seem to miss 
those dream spots as they sell {overnight). Please give us a call if you know of a property 
coming on to the mar1<et- Phil & SanclyVrtale at 219-291-6102, p.s. prefer a firm bottom 



DID YOU KNOW? 

The Birch Barker costs nearly 
$2,000 I year to produce! 

Those who advertise 
cover our cost! Please 

buy from our PATRONS. 

Last space available ••• 

DOUBLE D's 
ICE CREAM & GRILL 

UNION, Ml 
616-641-7475 

OPE<l DAILY 11:30 TO 10:00 (MICH. TIME) 
STOP IN FOR THE SPECIAL OF THE DAY 
YES! WE HAVE KIDS MEALS FOR $2.99 

CALL AHEAD FOR QUICK SERVICE ON TAKE OUT ORDERS 
15604 US 12, P.O. BOX 294, UNION, Ml 49130 

NEW OUTSIDE 
SCREENED-IN GAZEBO 

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
. 14525 Chapel Hill Street • Union, Ml 49130 

Phone:616~1-5236 ...... 
~ 
1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North 

1% Mi. to comer of Chapel Hill Street 

Sunday Services: 

Wednesday: 

David Banks 
Senior Pastor 

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Hour 10:30 am 
Evening Service 6:30 pm 

Adult 
Youth 
Kid's Club 

7:30pm 
7:15pm 
7:15pm 

Lance Wrtham 
Youth Pastor 

~'Phi\ Vita\e. 
~ 'Pub\ishing toG_ 

Your professional sauce for 

• Writing • Graphic Arts 
• Editing • Desktop Publishing 
• Photography • Publishing services 
• Design • Websites 

He's not at the newspaper any more! 

Edwardsburg, MI 

(616) 699-5103 

Tirvrf.r 8i~ei- Laiej 
Fo~ f/oq Pad & htaH 8a.frire.s>J>. 

Erl!fe Laie #Cll"rire 

BONNIE & ClYDE'S 

.. 
RESTAURAJ\'T & lOUNGE 

B &C's CAFE 
801 STATE STREET 
CASSopolis, Ml 

BREAkfAST LUNCk 
& DiNNER 

M ... 6Q EAsr CAssopoLis, Ml 

"CATERING" OuR SpEciAllY 

44r ... sus 
• 

JEANNE WilkERSON Pliyllis TillER 

CRESSY ande..a:setter 
EVERETT . ITIIIIIflll H£.~ 

22451 US 12 East 
Edwardsburg, Ml 

C. JEANNE WILKERSON 
REALTORB> • Million Dollar Club • 1998 Medallion Club • 1998 President's Club . 

Office: {616) 699-5164 • Toll Free: (800} 856-8200 
Res: (616} 445-2760 • Pager: 1-888-407-1984 



New Hickory Inn 
R..e§taurant 

J o:nes, Michigan 

(6:Hi) Z44-9004 

Monday- Thursday 7am- 10pm 
Friday & Saturday 7am- 11pm 

Daily: Breakfast, Lunch & Evening Specials 
Featuring: Chicken, Seafood & Steaks 

TOM'S GARAGE 
IN WILLIAMSVILLE 

PHOl'I'E: 476-2272 

24 HOUR TOWING 
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR 

MINI MART- VIDEOS. 

8:00AM TO 7:30PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 
8:00AM TO 8:00PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MI) 

** TOM * BETTY * BECKY •• 

VISA- ~:IASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

Tri-I.ake's Spons Marine 
MERCURY : FORCE : MERCRUISER 

STARCRAFT : RIVIERA CRUISER 

••sERVICE AT ITS BEsr• 
LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU AND 

SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 

TRI-LAKES sPoRTS MAR1NE 
69545 SUNSET BLVD. 

UNION, MICHIGAN 49130 

616/641-2154 

LOCATED BETWEEN 
LONG& BALDWIN LAKES 

WEHAVEWHATYOUNEED!l! 

OPENSEVENDAYSA WEEK 

WE SERVICE: 
MERCURY :FORCE : 

JOHNSON : EVINRUDE : 
OMC : OMC COBRA 

-Evening Spec~
Mon - Pork Chops or Ham Steak 

Tue - Chicken (All you can eat) 

Wed- Prlme R;h or Crnh Legs 
Thur - Shriffip (All you can eat) 

Frl - Cod (All you can eat) or 
Crab Legs 

Sat - Steak S"l.Uler (All you can 
eat) or Prime Rib 

Curtis Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

*Spot Removal 
*Pet Deodorization 

*Minimal Drying Time 

ie«"i General Home Cleaning 
*Vacuuming & Dusting 
*Window Woshing 
*Kitchen & Bathroom 

\.)oOo Sanitizing 

We Can Open & CIOH 
Your Lake Home for the Season 

Insured & Bonded 
Residential & Commercial 
63093 Birch Road 

616-476-2431 
800-248-5485 
Vandafia, Mi 

------Loyd Vaughn 
Owner 

(SEPTIC SERVICE) 
7 DAYS.- 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

. . 
OUR EQUIPMENT IS THE STATE OF THE ART 

WE SACK FLUSH 

LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHIGAN & INDIANA 
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD 

32502 M~ West When you're ready to sell your lake property, we 
Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

make it easy to find buyers because we're the 
(616) 782-4000 specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving over 

70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large selection 
of buyers generated by our exclusive marketing program, called 
Direct Lake Property Marketing. 

So when it's time to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling 
in the buyers! 

YJ'SIT 0~ WEB SITE@ http://JerdonRealty.Com 



i . 
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P.O. Box 155 
Vandailia, Michigan 49095 

CARRY-Our 
FOODS 

TUESDAY- SATURDAY 
3:30pm to ll:OOpm 

SUNDAY 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Closed Monday 

36 YEARS IN BUSINESS! 

Fmest Food in Michiana 
Phone: (616) 476-9606 

Good Group Rates and 
Multi-Policy Discounts on 
Home, Auto, Life & Boat 

Insurance 
Mature Owner Discounts 
"Call us for a quick quote" 

15479 u_s_ 12 
P.O.Box74 
Union,l\1149130 

(616) 641-5995 
Fax (616) 641-5787 

(IJIJJE~Z CO'-fSl!lii1JaiiOFof 
Licensed General Contractor 

Proudly serving the Birch Lake area for 
over 9 years. Specializing in: Exteriors, 
Roofing, Siding, Doors, Windows, Etc.. 
Now offering new pier construction, 
installation & removal. 

Call Jeff, no job is too big or small! 
Lake Resident references on request. 

476-2517 

• Pest Control 
• Tennite Control 
• Rodent Control 
. • Rea Control 

• Commercial 
• Residential 
• Real Estate 

FHA&VA 
Competitive Low Prices 

JOHN ERHARDT-OWNER 

(616) 476-9944 
(616) 476-2866 

VANDALIA-P.O. BOX275 

THORPE'S MARINE SERVICE 
62392 KAMP KOZY 

CASSOPOLIS, MI 49031 

(616) 445-3176 

SHORE STATIONS 
SERVICE 

PADDLE BOATS 
STORAGE 

JOHNSON • OMC • EVINRUDE 

TOM THORPE 

St. Joseph/Cass County Listing Service 

.. . . 

. ~C)VC 
.. · ... ·. 

c R~au, . 
. ·,. -· -.. 

. ·. ·, 

"Since 1978" 

.63021 Birch Rd. 
at Birch Lake 

Vandalia, Ml 49095 

E. JOYCE KLIMEK 
Broker 

Phone Fax (616) 476-2370 

"Your Birch Lake Neighbors" 

Dick & Judy Lindzy 

211 Dixie Way North 
South Bend, IN 46637 

219-272-7000 



BENDER 
PLASTICS INC, MOLD & MACHINE, INC. 

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY 
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545 

TOOLING- (219} 255-5176 MFG- (219) 255-5350 

Havcz fi Saffl and Fun Summqr! 
All Sport Licenses 
Live Bait & Tackle 

Ammunition 
Coleman Fuel & Supplies 

_..__.._.,.._.._.._'s Bait & Tackle 
We carry Schuberts Baits 

HOl'RS: 
:Open daily 6 am - 6 pm 
Summers 5 am- 7 pm 
15573 t:s 12- l'nion, 'Iichigan 

616~641-2304 

AL'TOS UPHOlSTERY 

CARPfl' PLus 
CAD~l-7510 
----.;-.r.,l· C~JANING 

JOHN HECKMAN 
DRAPES SPILlS 

•. , . 
lt~the.~ 'Ill IIi 
Your Hosts Harold & Judy Bingaman 

Union1 Michigan 
restaurant & bar 

Famous steaks- chicken -fish -pizza 
sandwiches & our PiWs burger 

616-641-9510 

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP 
-oVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE-

• FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES 
• AUTO PAINTING 
• COMPLETE BODY REPAIR 
• RADIATOR SERVICE 
• CLASS REPLACEMENT 
• FREE ESTIMATES 
• WE USE THE LA TEST 

URETHANE PAINTS 

24 Hour Emergency 
Wrecker Service 

"We are the Best in the Business
Accept No Substitutes 

476-2441 
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO BROWNSVILLE RO. TURN 

EAST TO END OF ROAD. 15674 Brownsville Rd., Vandalia 

Nancy 
Walker 

THE LAKE EXPERT 

When it's time to buy 
or sell, let me do the 
work while you enjoy 
the weekend! 

Nancy Walker 

REI MAX 

476-2515 


