A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

7eah! Happily, the weather
cooperated to make most of the
Memorial Day weekend very
pleasant It was good to see so
much activity around the lake with friends
and neighbors making their first “cruises™
of the season.

Conditions were perfect for the bon-
fire at the Yacht Club Sunday night.
“Thank you” to all those that came to
keep us company while we reduced the
stack of branches that had accumulated
there.

Tonight is the Commeodore’s Cocktail
Party at the Yacht Club. Please come join
us. We would love to see some new faces
in addition to all of those that have
become good friends already. We will
surely have a good time, including
karacke by “DaBob.” It will be 2 ‘Music
of the Decades’ theme so feel free to
dress as a past or present music star if you
likee. It would be nice to have an Elvis or
Cher present. Also, think back a while,
and if you can remember an appetizer that
was all the rage in years past, make some
and bring it along to share. In words from
the past “BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!”

Also, remember the boat check is
next Saturday (June Sth) 16am.~12
noon, IN time, at Dan Covey’s pier. See
ya on the lake (or at the BLYC)!

Your Commodore!
-Jim Bolinger

P.S. Our daughter Becky recently
graduated from college and is now home
for the whole summer for the first ime in
many years. She is hoping to encourage
others in their 20s and 30s to come out of
hiding and attend the Yacht Club func-
tions, so they can all make some new
friends around the lake. Therefore, if you
have one (a 20 or 30 something) too,
bring them, or send them, to the party
tonight, or any of the other parties. They
might be surprised and have a good time.
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A Blt of snofv didp’t deter Bob King from flying Ol

d Glory on the mast of his

Hobie during the winter months ... let’s hope we’re done with snow for the year,

though so summer at the lake can get into full swing.

photo by Bob King

Birch Lake Yacht Club Calendar for 2002

June 1 .....Commodore’s Party
(Karaoke)
June 8 ..... Boat Check at Covey’s pier
10 am - noon
June 15 ... Board Meeting 9 am
Sewer Meeting, 11 am
Vice Commodore’s Party
(Blues & Ribs)
..Fireworks

(Rain Day Saturday, 7/6)
July 6 ... Boat Parade
July 7 ......Pancake Breakfast
TBA........Beach Party
July 26 .... Men’s Golf Quting
Aug. 3.....Women’s Golf Outing
Aug. 7..... . Women’s Luncheon
Agpg 10......Corn and Sausage Roast
Ang. 24... Fall Dinner

Note: Al times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unles stated otherwise
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Camp open house a hit!

Our third annual Open House at
Tannadoonah was a success!!! The weather
was lovely. Thanks to all of the Birch Take
residents who came. We always enjoy see-
ing you!

Resident camping begins on June 23rd.
Campers are girls ages 6-16 and boys ages
6-14, For more details call the South Bend
Camp Fire Office at 574-234-4145.

-Jane Goldsberry

Congrats Nick Bergan

Nick Bergan, son of Jim & Linda
Bergan graduated Magna Curn Laude from
St Louis University with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Economics on May 18th. He will
be going on to graduate school at Florida
State. The Bergans had a graduation party
for him in St Louis that was aftended by
family and many Birch Lake friends.
Congratulations Nick, we are all very proud
of you!!!

HOMEGWNERS’ ASSN. NEWS

The Porter Township trustees have been
deliberating whether to iroplement a waste-
water (sewer) project for some or all of
Baldwin, Long, Indiana, Carter, Shavehead
and Birch lakes. The engineering firm
Wightman Petrie has prepared studies for a
proposed sewer project involving those
Iakes including costs, procedures, timetables
and altematives. The Homeowners’
Association has been monitoring those
developments. It appears that many resi-
dents of Baldwin, Long and Indiana lakes
are strongly m favor of having sewers

By Sunry Waters
who lights up your life
Last week, while perus-
ing the stacks at Cass
County Library, I glimpsed
a man who looked familiar,
sequestered and scribbling
away. Becoming quite
curious I edged my way
behind a fake fern to get 2
better view. The rather
bizarre but scholarly man
was 50 engrossed he wasn't
at all aware of my skulk-
ing. Edging in a litfe clos-
er I noticed he was wearing
a wig which still had the
K-Mart $5.95 price tag
dangling. A shoplifier?
Martha Stewart stuff would

be better.

Apparently the wig,
strawberry blonde for
Pete’s sake, became itchy
and when the strange man
raised his hand to scratch I
saw the large tattoo, I ¥
Shirley Anne. It was our
very own Word Runner!
His plagiarism was shock-
ing enough and when I saw
he was writing Gone With
the Wind I knew he had
definitely slipped a cog.

On the lighter side...

..B.S. and I decided
that our bathroom coutd
use some spiffing so we
started out with two wall
shelves, Mine is lined with

News from the Cove

CAUTION: Don’t read this if caustic wit offends you

pretty Caswell Massey
things and I had expected
that B.S. would spruce his
with designer shaving
cream, etc.

Not your nm of the ol
cuy, my B.S., his shelfis a
medley of frogs. That’s
my B.S.!

Fight the Filthy Fly
Month

To all you wonderful
Birch Lakers, a happy,
healthy summer.

— Sunny the sagacious
Oh yes, Congrats to Nick

Bergan on his college grad-
uation.

installed as soon as possible.

Tt therefore seems likely that as early as
this Summer a petition drive may be initiat-
ed for installing sewers at Baldwin, Long,
Indiana, Carter, Shavehead and Birch lakes.
The Homeowners’ Association wants to
ensure that the property owners at Birch
Lake receive all the relevant facts in order

to make an informed decision
petition is circulated

if a sewer

Want to get involved?

We are tooking for help with all BLYC
events this season, and will we will also
be happy to consider any new events
suggested by members of the Birch
Lake community — contact Jim
Bolinger or Phil Vitale...

(616) 476-2132

Owner - John Gableman
Self sterage Sizes available: 10 x 10 ft.
e Home I0x15&
o Boat 10x20 4.
e Ao
e Trailer

Corner of M-60 and Lewls Lake Ré.

Phil Vitale
Publishing .

Birch Lake’s resource for
B Writing and Editing & Deskiop Publishing
B Photography & Publishing Services
& Design B Websites
B Grapbic Arts B E-mail newsletters

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176

Have A Safe and Fun Summer!

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

MFG - (574) 255-5350
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Sailing News

Last Monday a
sailing meeting was
held at the Yacht
Club. The purpose of
this meeting was to
explore ways to

First Week of Sailing

Sunday, June 2, 11 am

Also this year
. you will receive
added bonus points
by having a ¢rew on
board. We are going
to put the marks out

increase interest in
sailing. The more
boats we have out, the
more fun the sailors

Newcomers, novices and
first-timers welcome!

gvery Samrday for
anyone wishing to
practice. For more
information call Don Harman 476-2039

have, as well as those
on the shore who
enjoy seeing all the
boats out on the lake.

It was decided that we would have
two Sunfish Fleets, an “A” fleet with the
more experienced sailors and a “B” fleet

fun of salling.

with sailors that have little or no experi-
ence. This means that anybody can come
out and sail competing with sailors who
are at the same skill level. So dust off
that old boat and come out and enjoy the

or Harold Crammer
Our regular season races start this
Sunday June 29 at 11 a.m. Indiana time.

~Don Harman, Fleet Captain
476-2039

A summary of significant sailboat racing rules

Here is a summary of the sailing rules that apply most
often on the race course.

WIND

\

PORT-STARBOARD: Boats on a port
tack (with the wind coming from the
port side of the boat) must keep clear
of starboard-tack boats.

WINDWARD-L.LEEWARD: When boats
are overlapped on the same tack, the
downwind boat has the right of way
and the windward boat must keep
clear.

Port
Tack

ON SAME TACK, ASTERN-AHEAD: When boats are on

the same tack and not
overlapped, the boat clear
astemn must keep clear.
One boat is "clear astem” if
she's entirely behind a line
through the other boat's aft-
most point, perpendicular to
the other boat. Two boats
are "overlapped" if neither
is clear ahead of the other.

WIND

N

When ;
overlapped and on
the same tack, down-
wind boat (white) has
right of way

TACKING TOO CLOSE:
Before you tack, make sure your tack will keep you clear

Continued on NEXT PAGE

Accents & Images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
_ Vandalia, Ml 48085

(574) 273-5025
(616) 476-9225
fax (816) 476-9555

“Your Birch Lake Neighjaom"

Dick & Judy Lindzy

. /

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7000

FINANCIAL S

RVICES

500 Park Bivd. e Iitasca, lilinois 60143

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 6306-773-0920

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak
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Rules

Continved from previous page

of all other boats.

PASSING MARKS

There is a set of speciai rules for

rights and obligations with
respect to another boat
are "frozen" when the first
of them enters that zone.
If you are clear asten of
another boat when she
enters the zone, you must
keep clear of her until both

QOveriap

fetching the mark {o
sail above close-
hauled to avoid you,
or it you will prevent
her from passing the
mark.

ROOM TO TACK AT

AN CBSTRUCTION:
When boats are on
the same tack on a
beat and come {0 an
obstruction, the lee-~
ward boat gets e
decide which way

boats that are about to pass a mark or
obstruction. Except at a starting mark,
you must give boats overlapped

inside you room to pass a mark or
obsiruction, and boats clear astem
must keep clear of you.

boats are past the mark or
obstruction, even if you
later become overlapped
inside her.

Biack boat must
give white boat two
boat lengths of
“huoy room” to
clear mark

TACKING NEAR A
MARK: Don't tack within
the two-length zone at a windward
mark if you will cause a boat that is

Shop UNION MARKET

There's a two-length zone around

marks and obstructions, and a boat's Continued on NEXT PAGE

Open Daily 6-6

15940 US 12 West, Union, Ml 6516-641-2304

(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am - 10 pm Mi, 6 am -8 pm IN

FEATURING:

11’s Bait & Tackle

Deli Selections Fresh Meats -y
Fresh Produce Cold Beer 15573 US' 12
Picnic Needs Videos ﬁm{}n, M 4%}_3{}

jark The Painter

Greetmgs Birch Lake Campers! Do you
need, want or desire a quality oy,
painter this summer?

Does your home or cot-

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

14525 Chapel Hill Street « Union, Mi 48130
Phone: 818-841-5236

R

WA

1 WM. East of Union {0 Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum Norih
1%% Bl 10 carner of Chapel Hill Street

Sunday Senvices: Sunday School  9:30 am tage have a need for
}é\!orghip Hour  "10:45 am some fixing up? | am
vening Service  6:00 pm now booking jobs for the sum- |
Wednesday: iﬁﬁ% ;:gg pm mer of 2002...dates will go fast.
] s m H
Kid's Club 730 gm | have references on Birch Lake,

why not give Mark a call today!!!

1-574-288-3307

Come worship with us

When you’re ready to sell your lake property,
we make it easy to find buyers because we're
the specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving
over 70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive
marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.

So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

VISIT OUR WEB SI’I‘E AT http‘//www jerdon.net

32502 M-62 West
Dowagiac, Michigan 43047

(616) 782-4000




Ruies (i.e., the course that will take you to

) . ACQUIRING RIGHT OF WAY: When  the next mark the fastest) while you
Continued from previous page you do something to become the remain overlapped.
right-of-way boat, you must give the
other boat a chance to get away from  OTHER RULES
you. Before your start and after you finish,

don't interfere with boats that are

CHANGING COURSE: When you about to start or are racing.
change course, you must give the

they are going to pass it. If the lee-
ward boat hails for room to tack, the
other boat must give it to her: but the
leeward boat must give the other boat
time to respond before she tacks.

LIMITATIONS ON RIGHT OF WAY other boat a chance to keep clear. If you break a rule while racing, get
away from cther boats and do two
if the other boat must keep clear, e <aae TACK; PROPER 360-degree tums; if you hit a mark, do

you have "right of way." Even if you
have right of way, there are limitations
on what you can do:

COURSE: If you are overlapped to one turn.
feeward of a boat on the same tack,

and if just before the overlap began If you start too soon, keep clear of
AVOID CONTACT: You should you were clear astern of her, you can-  others until you get behind the line
: not sail above your proper course again.

always avoid contact with other boats,

PHONE 476-2272
24-HOUR TOWING
P.O Box 155 Wednesday—Saturday GASOLM AND AUTO REPAIR
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm te 11 pm MINI MART
Carry-out Sunday 8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
Foods 4pm-9pm 8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MI)
38 Years in Business! Clesed Monday & Tuoesd
orec Tonday i **TOM * BETTY * BECKY**
Finest Foed in Michiana
Phone (616) 476-9606 VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Lioyd Vaughn
Cwizer

ST. EVANS FIREWORKS
13421 MCKINEEY HIGHWAY
MISHAWAKA, IND 46545
574 256-5988

AREAS TARGEST SUPPLIER
AT THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCHIAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON INFOR

20% DISCOUNT
LB 3 A ,
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES Ecsws:"g & nggggg iﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ g INDIANA
WE AT RKM FIREWORIS ARE AGAIN HAPPY T PROVIDE BIRCE LAKE Vi 63 .
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW Vasa
64648 M-62 5. - CASSOPOL)S lowsmea)

SPORT’S MARINE
We Service: SERVICE ES #1 WE SELL:
MERCURY MERCRUISER MANITCU PONTQOONS
FORCE VOLVO PENTA 69545 SUNSET BLVD MONARKBOATS & PONTOONS
: SKEETER BASSBOATS
JOHNSON OMC
EVINRUDE UNION, MICHIGAN 49130 MERCURY MOTORS
_ EZ LOADER TRAILERS
PHONE: 616/ 641-2154 STARR BOAT LIFTS, PIERS
FAX: 616 /641-5993 & PIER PARTS
WEB SITE: triboats.com Customer Satisfaction Comes First EMAIL:triboats.com@prodigy.net
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Dan & Janet Reynolds, Patti & Rick Russwurm, Bob & Gertie Temple
May 2002 Report #2
First a word from Dr. Niles Kevern
“You’ve done a good job by reducing pinpoints by correcting faulty septic systems.”
Birch Lake is Oligotrophic because of the septic system program.

Birch Lake is sensitive to increased phosphorus loading - insensitive to nitrogen. The deep basin is 95 feet.
The deep basin holds sediment. The oxygen level keeps the sediment from entering the lake’s water columns.
Phosphorus input must be on 2 continual reduction basis to avoid build-up which affects oxygen and causes
phosphorus to enter the columns and feed algae.

Who is Dr. Niles Kevern?
Dr. Kevern was Chair of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at Michigan State University (MSU) from
1969 until retirement in 1995. He was a Professor of Fisheries & Wildlife from 1969 - 1995 at MSU. He
also served as Assistant Director and Associate Director of the Institute of Water Research for MSU and
Associate Director of Michigan Sea Grant,_Megeceived his M.S. Degree in Fisheries Management and aPh.D
Degree in Limnology and Pollution Biojogy from¥SU. He has done individual research and authorship of 3
separate studies, as well as cooperativefresearch and reporting of 29 other areas of study.

Was Dr. Kevern hired tp do a study of Birch Lake?
Dr. Kevern retired in 1995 from MSY and serves as (hairman of Michigan Lake & Stream Associations’
(ML&SA) Science Advisory Conphittee. ML&SA degided to explore a new program at the 2002 Annual
Conference at #o cost 1o the BLAZC. We met the criteria and-BsKevern called the Temples to set up a private
session to interpret the Coopergtive Lakes Monitoring reports contamnifz~data for Birch Lake: Secchi Disk,
Spring Phosphorus, Summer FPhosphorus, Chlorophyll a., Dissolved Oxygen, (Rapid Algal, Aquatic Plant
Survey).

What/other Birch Lake programs were acceptable for interpretation?
Southwestern Michigan Inland Lakes Watershed Analysis Study
1978 data includes Bfrch Lake maps: Depth Contours, Watershed Land Use/Cover, Drainage and Sux{ace
Loading Potential. /Monitoting reports classified Birch Lake as middle to low middle. Secchi Disk
Transparency waé between 6.5 and 15 feet. Oxygen stopped at 25 feet. Residents were urged to reduce phog-
phorus from §értilizer runoff and from septic seepage and told that a reduction in phosphorus loading would |
return BirclYLake to Oligotrophic (top quality).

) Birch Lake did return to Oligotrophic because of the septic system program.
| Oxygen now stops at 90 feet. Today’s Secchi Disk Transparency: Between 31 and 32 feet.

untv Health Department Birch Lake Monitoring Pro LMP j
1984 to 1994 a total of 1,015 surface water samples were taken at sampling site locations around the Jake and
stream onYa consistent and regular basis and mailed to the MI State Department of Public Health. Thank you
monitors 4 you know who you are and what you did for your lake. In 1995 the Department of Envijonmental
Quality dif bacteriological tests: Birch Lake is free of bacteria from sewage. BLMP is On-going: f The lake
and stream ‘are monitored for bacteria._We monitor for pastured hogs in the watershed. We monitorfagriculture
in our watersisd. We monitor the Weir Dam so that the level established by the State of MI in 1927 is not
altered.

ass Countv Health Department Birch Lake Survey Program '
1984-1994 Collected detailed data chsarly identifies and pinpoints the pollution source as a residen lal sewage
poilution problem. Cass County Health Department records document the inspection of each of thg 181 lake-
front properties” sewage disposal system and the correction of 96 faulty septic systems that were cantributing
bacteria and/or phosphorus to Birch Lake, It has been estimated that the cost of the program was a nearly mil-
lion dollars. The program was unique in the-Statg of Michigan and the residents of Birch Lake we re and are
special. Birch Lake property owners maintain their seplicsygtems with a pump every year or two. iSome that
were cleared have been replaced because of remodeling or ne¥ construction inadequacy which raisps the cost
of the program at a lake that cannot be measured in money, but i pristine beauty.

Birch Lake residents are to be complimexted on a job well done.
In a recent note from Dr. Kevern, he says, “I enjoyed talking witityau about Birch Lake at the conference.
1 learned a lot about how much a concerned and determined Riparian cin-da.Birch Loke is now an excel-
lent lake, but always be vigilant.”

-G. Temple

P.S. If you fertilize, Bob Temple has some BLYC no-phosphorus fertilizer for you.
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And the beat goes on

‘When we rebuilt our house on the East
shore 12 years ago, we decided that 2 new
home deserved to have 2 new setting, and
Shirley Anne called on Pete Thomton, from
Elkhart, to help her redesign our yard. Every
year since then, Pete’s guys have arrived
sometime in late May 1o ¢lean out and
replace those plantings that have died or
become overgrown, and to put in a fresh
blanket of flowers for the summer ahead.

In the early days Pete staffed his crews
with college kids on summer vacation, many
of them young people errotled in landscape
architecture programs at Purdue or IU. They
were unfailingly bright, attractive, person-
able, and polite, but most of themn didn’t
work half as hard when Pete wasn’t around
as when he was. About seven years ago,
Pete mentioned that because his business had
grown significantly, he was having difficulty
recruiting enough students and he had filled
out some of his slots with newly arrived
Mexican laborers. “They don’t speak much
English, but they seem 1o be doing all right,”
he said.

When our springtime crew artived, it
included three big, happy, brash, college stu~
dents and one small, dark, quiet man who
had probably never spent much time at a uni-
versity. We had a unusually large project for
them that year, that included the removal of a
couple of tons of stone from a parking area
and four flower beds. It was backbreaking
work, but it wouldn’t have been too bad if
the four guys had split it up among them.

However, the crew chief made sure that
he and his buddies got the light duty while
the Mexican man shoveled and hauled stone,
one set of buckets after another, from 8:30
in the moming umti] he finished at about half
past five. For the last 90 minutes of the day

the three younger men stood together talking
and smoking cigarettes while their compan-
ion moved back and forth in

front of them.

The guy doing all the work was named
Martine. Unlike his co-workers who were
putting in their ime wnti] the fall semester,
he was (and is) a married man with children.
He needed that job. He went at it like a fel-
low who was accustomed to both working
hard and being stuck with companions who
did not. I watched him lift the last load of
rock into the dump truck and I dide’t know if
he would make it. His legs trembied as he
shouldered the load and his arms seemed too
weak for the final push over the top. Tt tock
two tries, but he got it done.

1 called Pete the next mormning and told
him what had happened. “Don’t let that
Hispanic guy get away,” I said. “He’s the
best you've ever sent us.”

Today, most of Pete’s landscaping crews
are staffed with men who have migrated here
from Mexico. Some of them speak English,
but many do not. They have little to say, but
they all work their butts off. Martineisa
Supervisor now. He speaks English to go
along with his Spanish, and Pete always
sends him to help us start the summer. We
look forward to having him here.

It’s an old story, it’s the American story.
The Irish did it. The Italians, and the Poles,
and the Jews, and two dozen other ethnic
groups came to this country to find 2 better
life, and they did the work no one else want-
ed to do. They suffered discrimination and
endured more hardship than they had com-
ing, but they stuck it out, and they became
the first generation of a new strong, proud
cadre of Americans.

As a matter of full disclosure I must

By The WordRunner

confess that I have a bias that favors
Hispanic people in general, and Mexicans in
particular. I love their music and their danc-
ing and their food and their art. Ilove what
Spanish speaking writers do to English when
they write in our language rather than theirs.
I marvel at the strength of their family bonds
and I've never seen anyone work harder than
they do.

Nevertheless, I recognize that what I'm
really seeing is not a super industrious ethric
group, but rather, the latest wave of new
Americans who are determined to change
their destiny. Their culture has not yet been
assimilated, and their needs are basic and
highly specific. Find ajob. Get the family
back together,. Make things better for the
kids.

Some day there will be a score or more
of Hispanic families on this lake. They’ll
come here for the same reasons all the rest of
us have come, and they’ll love and treasure
this beautiful spot just like we do. I hopel
live to see the first among them arrive so that
I can say to a new group of the American
middle class families, “Welcome my friend,
i casa, su casa.”

Geod Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Aufe, Life & Bosat

- Ipsurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

15479 U.8. 12
P.0. Box T4 (616) 641-5995
Uaion, MI 49130 Fax (616) 641-5787

FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB
ADAMSVILLE

BINING ROOM
COPEN TO PUBLIC

Country(lact

Receptions E Business Lunches B Parties

ICHIGAN

Call 1-616-699-5348
to reserve for

IO T T O T T

3 Lady Blues +12

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE

Thar Birch Lake s own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

LOOK FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

5 LADY BLUES |

A ey Fua Stess

1. wmICHALL BLDE

You can order any of these books at any bookstore or
online at Amazon.com or Barmes&Noble.com.

+ 17

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to The Birch Lake Yacht Club

- A Micki Garrity Mystery

| A Collection of 15 Short Stories

For More Information Visit Jim's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 478-2708 to order an autographed book

A Favor For Zodiac

1. lf-iCN_i-F.L sing
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4 Ursa Major, the great bear, is
high in the north this evening, and rotates 10
the northwest after midnight. Its most
prominent stars form the Big Dipper. The
dipper’s bowl forms the bear’s hindquarters,
while the handle forms its tail.

The dipper is positioned handle up
these evenings, pouring its contents onto the
north shore of the lake. If you line up the
two northem most stars, the ones that are
farthest away from the handle, then follow
them to the right, youw'll come to Polaris, the
north star. It’s served as a cosmic signpost
for centuries, pointing out due north for
those of us in the northem hemisphere.
Many people believe that the North Star is
the brightest star, but it’s not. More than
three dozen other stars are brighter Polaris

Stu’s Star Stuff

forms the tip of the handle of the Little
Dipper, 2 constellation that’s easily hidden
by city lights but quite recognizable here at
the lake.

Thanks to an effect called precession,
Polaris hasn’t always marked the north
celestial pole in our sky. Earth wobbles on
its axis like a spinning top. As it wobbles,
the north pole draws a circle on the sky.
Gver time, then, the pole points at different
stars — Or no stars at all.

When construction began on the Great
Pyramids of ancient Egypt, about 4500
years ago, the star closest to the north celes-
tial pole was Thuban, in the modern constel-
lation Draco, the dragon. Although it was-
n’t a perfect alignment, Thuban was close
enough that it provided a good indicator of

true north.

‘With the help of Thuban
— and perhaps other stars as well ~the
Egyptians built the pyramids with almost
perfect north-south alignments. That’s espe-
clally true for the first and largest of the
pyramids, the Great Pyramid of Khufu.
Egyptologists have wondered what tools or
markers the builders used to achieve such
precise alignment. One astronomer says
that in addition to Thuban, they might have
used one star in the Big Dipper, and another
in the Little Dipper.

As an aside, if you’re setting up a new
telescope, our latitude/longitude here at the
lake is 41.881873,-085.863010. Havea
great week, and enjoy the show: It’s free.

~Stewart Spratt

“Slnce 1978"

530621 Birch Rd.
at Birch Lake
WVandalia, ¥t 45093

E. JOYCE KLIMEK
Broker
Phone Fax {816} 478-2370

Water Heaters
Water Pumps
softeners

iron Filters

Plumb

(574) 295

License # CP8104149%

ing

on Gua
Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Disposals Sinks
Toilets BathtubsiShowers
Faucets

Winterization

License #81-07776

Simonton Lake Plaza E
31523 8.R 19N - Elkhart IN 46514

THE TAN SHOP / {

Ultrabronz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

Ve

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of cur other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

:S\\%\%y S only thing we

overpok &
Gites Late
Steaks - Seafood

o3 &\é

-B%_ Bienz CONSTRUCTION

18 years Experience @ Free Estimates

Licensed General Contractor
Roofing © Siding
Residential Remodeling

No Job Toe Small

. For 13 Years
CSpoecty
Seasonal Pier
e Installation & Removal
19984 M 60 East Average $20 a section
Three Rivers, Ml 48093
All New Custem: Piers
(616) 279-7984 Tnsured Jeff Bienz (Owner)
Phone: (616} 476-2517 14381 Harvey St Vandaliz, MI 45095

f%} Proudly Serving Birch Lake
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Yea Fido’s Friend is back!

Memorial Weekend was a fast reality
to the retum of the lake season. Sadly for
my Fido and other year-rounders that are
blessed with a K9 family member, this
means our walks are cut very short due
mostly to our summer neighbors that still
have trouble following the Michigan leash
laws.

My Fido 1s 12 vears old now and is in
such good health due largely to her fitness
program. Although I hope she makes
Guinness World Book of Records as the
oldest living dog, odds are not in her favor.
You guessed it, I am pulling at your dog
loving heart strings. If you leash your

e responsible — leash your dog!

I YO DON'T mIND THROWING
TEMNNI TALLS FOE

‘We have voluntesrs to assist in installation
and training! Pleceeeeese,
Have a safe weekend.

dogs can continue their heaithy fitness pro-
gram. Pleceeeeecase.

Another option to the traditional leash
is the electric fence. This allows your dog
-Fido s Friend

dog, my dog and your other neighbors

to Toam free and safe in your own yard.

69608 Sunset Blivd,
Union,

A Design / Build Firm

Cusrom Buno ERS, InC.

universal designs for accessible living
P20, Box 272

Onion, MId9130:0272  1-888-641-9205

Handyman Repairs

* Roof to basement - inside and out

« Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
* Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

* Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

+ Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

* Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance

» Painting - interior and exterior

* Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

* Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

» We do windows

* Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing
» Spring and fall yard clean up

* Tree and shrub trimming

¢ Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
» Firm quotes for all jobs

« Fully insured

* No job too big or too small

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

» Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
* Periodically checks your property

» Provides second home peace of mind

* Call for all lake property requirements

[ Dave’s Residential Services }
| (616) 476-2797; Wireless (516) 362-0724

dhardisty@beanstalk.net
\ Emergency Service Available 24/7 :3--

Page 9




Birch Lake Yacht Club officers & board

Officers Bob WaddIe ... eec s eeererserssa s emsst s ensns e 476-2293
Commodore Jim: Bolinger AT6-9T3T  JACK MELLET oo emaeeesssnemeeessessnsssssssessassemecasssnanss: 4 TO-IZ26
Vice Commodore Phil Vitale AT6-1680  VICkE ROQETS...ourererersnnrrennmrreessssressmsasnssasssmsssssassssenssssses e 10-203 83
Secretary Sandy Vitale 476-1680  HArOM CRADINET . oeooeomeeceees o ererennssene s esssnsassessnssrcsacrmncesonss & JO=2 170
Treasurer Helly Troeger 476-9898  Bruce WAZMET .o vecccecccmsrsnssnsssrsssass s s tasssnsssssassanss soanees 476-2050
Fleet Captain Don Harman 476-2039  Paula RusSsell....ccocceiiereranies e reesnssnnssrnsnssmssss s semsssssasnnas s AT76-1022
Maryann ONEIL. ... s sasssass 476-2831
Directers Bob Herms ...ooooeveeereees ertearireiaireetaetaes et aant st e st e et rannenebias 476.9381
Mike Machalleck (past commodore) 476-2642  ROGET FAIK ..ovroiocrrccreccremsiicins s e tsas s s n/a
Dan REYDOIAS ..ocooioiireecereemcc bttt AT76-8877  Dave BOUWKAIIID co.cueereersreeecmccssemsssetressmsssas st ssmsatssisssasssisarsssass s na
Rick RUSSWUITI...c..coviinininenns eeteeeeeaeseatasserarne s p et ensera e eaend 4762407  Charlene SHeetz.......cveceeerirerierer e ersscessans e 476-2604
DACK BEART .ot ce e e e seve e s ssn s s 476-2591  Denise SMItEy .vviireeeeceeemecreresescrrreernises s sen st s anera s recs 476-9000
Ty OISO ..ccrurerrreee v reeeeece st sssassans s ssssessseas s ssreresns 476-2125  SCO TIOBERT ...ooeveeerereaereereemressssisss st stsss s et st st shss s 476-9898
DENTY WEESTIET ...vvveeerecereniceemacsisserssassrems sesraseremsssassinssssns 476-2569  Sandy VITAIE ....oceicirerr e em st e st ans 476-1680
HHOIY TIORERT .vevvrveverecrevercancrorsorssssbsbss s sssnsansnesssmssanasans 476-9898  Howard BEackwood.......oeemeerccercerimsmassisssinnssssnisise e neseans 476-2840
Fred Frethofer. ... .. ocereeceri s s s so s 476-9823

Getting Online has never been easier!
Bringing creative solutions o your home
or husiness. We simply offer the best |
services, at the best prices, with the best |
support staff in the areal

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardshurg, Ml (1-888/324-5352)
B816/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7T488 o

www.eaglelakemarine.com

Eagle Lake Marine Storage B Sales [l Service
has personalized Upholstery/Trim Shop
service and certified Boat Covers/Sezat

technicians who go the extra mile tc ensure that

. Covers/Tops/Uphostery & M
your boating days are pleasurable ps/Uphostery & More

Fomer Iz Thzze Vil Bature




Barker Classified Advertising

FOR SALE

63208 Kinsey St. (Birch Lake): Four bedroom
brick ranch with deeded access to lake. Call
Joyce Realty at (616) 476-2370.

Hard top for Mercedes Benz SL (convertible).

week. Sleeps 6 Two bedroom, Two bath. Dry
sauna. Open concept, Bar, Large Screen TV,
Washer, Dryer. Picnic table/deck Artwork, stained
glassflamps decor Contact Coy Jankowski for
viewing. 574 298 4067 or 574 234 2211
$1000.00 a wesk, $200.00 deposit

Available immediately. Please contact Stewart
Spratt at any of the following: South Bend =
574.232.9731, Cellular - 574.514.0667, Birch
Lake - 616.476.2113,

Dark blue, light tan interior — with hard-plastic
clam-shell storage case. Excallent condition.
$600. Call Phil at 475-1680

SERVICES

Used sails (2) for MC Sailboat. Some wear and
tear but good for general sailing and practice.

1001

Lawn care & More: Grass cutting, leaf raking,
deck cleaning & odd jobs. Call Scott at 476-

Call Phit at 476-1880

FOR RENT
Birch Lake Home for Rent or Sale. Rent by the

LOOKING FOR WORK

Energefic, presentable, amiable software con-
sultant looking for full ime employment in the
Michiana area. Resume available upon request.

63093 Birch Road
Vandalia, M| 49085

Curtis

Cleanif'ig Linda & Terry Curtis

Services
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cleaning
516-476-2431

Bonded & Insured

Insurance Agency, inc.
Since 1945

For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most

219 S, 3rd St

P.0. Box 1828
Etkhart, IN4G515
219/ 2933571
FAX 2194 254-8837

John Ball, Jr., C.1.C.
Registered Rspresentative

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, Mi 49031

616-445-8838

HPWE Service
Seablooe Yamcha Kawasalki

* Major & Minor Engine Repaoir
' OMC /S Mercruiser

w 27 000 5q Ft+ Building

616-445-2191

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's)

oy
{
o
* RAVE/Agua Jump Trampolines
* Marina Supplies % Service * Storage
v

* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

* Authorized SHORE STATION
Boat Lift Dealer
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Membership for 2002 (so far)

Andriano, Fred & Stacie Garcean, Bernie & Blair Morrison, Bob Wikliams, Pat & Sue

Asire, Marty Golden, Marc & Eileen Mullin, Rich & Pam Wisemnan, Teny & Becky
Athanas, Thomas & Martha Green, Dick & Barb Clson, Dave & Judy Witchie Ron & Linda

Ball, John & Jennifer Greenig, John & Kay Olson, jeff & Beth (F) Yoshizawa, Jim & Linda

Beck, Jim & Sally Groszek, John & Lois Papendria, Sheryl & Covey, Dan  Zelasko, Millie

Bender, Dick Groszek, John (D) Quinlan, Steve & Vick Zesinger, Bud & Barb
Benjamin, Ritacarol Harlan, Bruce and Juanita Reynolds, Dan & Janet

Bergan, James & Linda Harman, Don & Lind Rieth, Bud & Louise NOTE:
Blackwood, Howard & Beth Harris, Gwen Rogers, Tom & Vicki These are the Lakers who have
Bliler, William & Grace Herms, Bob & Eileen Russwurm, Rick & Patti paid their dues to the Birch Lake
Blue, Richard/Krchmar, Saody Hornbeck, Jack & Marianne Santee, Marty & Doris Yacht Club so far — if your name
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie Jones, Vic & Leslie Scofieid, John & Laveta 1s incorrectly spelled or if it has
Coan, James King, Bill, Le & Suzy Stevens, Pat been incorrectly omitted, please
Cranmer, Steve (F) King, Bob & Leslic (AD) Thayer, Jim & Elencor contact Phil Vitale at 476-1680 or
Davis, Dean & Phyilis Kinner, Dave & Marge Troeger, Earl & Connic (574) 232-3735 for correction in
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy Kolber, Chet & Vivian Troeger, Scott & Holly the next barker.

Dennert, Larry & Kay Koiber, Chris & Barb Vath, Helen All members listed have paid
DeYoung, Rich & Beth Kruggel, Herm & Bev Vitale, Phil & Sandy their dues and donated for fire-
DiRutighano, Dominic & Joyce LaPierre, Chuck & Cheri Waddle, Bob & Sue works uniess noted as follows:
Doba, William and Judith Leach, Norma Waggoner, Monty & Kris (D)=dues only; (F)=Fireworks
Dugan, Terry & Carol MecCay, Larry & Deb Wagner, Bruce & Sue only; (AD)=Associate Dues.
Eberhart, Gib & Barbara McNamee, Kathleen Weesner, Keith & Demny If you have not yet paid your
Eichorst, Doug & Judie Miller, Jack & Maray White, Phyllis dues and wish to do so, see the
Flora, Larry & Margy (F) Monroe, Nomm & Nancy Williams, Jerry & Mattie form printed blow.

Irci

Lake Yacht Clul

————— Ve e W EL W N M WS W SR MR R ER Em A e

b Contributions

- BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year) Mail to:
- BLYC Associate Member Dues (310 / year) Holly Troeger, Treasurer
- Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year) 1516 Ash Drive East

- Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
- Building Improvement Fund

Elkhart, IN 46514

- Fireworks Display Fund Drop off at:
- Water Quality Program 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)
- Riparian {$7/yr, provide address for magazine)
- Other — Make checks payable to:
s Birch Lake Yacht Club

£ o ma me o Em e el b k) G et G W RN OO be Rw Em

Em oem bR e o G WD TD S SR MG D e a0 SR R e

Sho .e Acres
24550, Shore Acres Rd
*~  Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
" - Office:{800) 385-2763
- . Residence: (616) 476-2515
S Emaﬁ nancywa%ker@ reaftor.com

' 'Nancy Walker
CRS; GRt '

RS L Ovér 47 miliion sold!
www.pancy-walker.com L

!n today ] ccmpe{ehve reai estate market you need fresh and creaiwe ways to sei§
. and buy homes. T'}at’s why it's 2 good rdea to use a real esta?:e agent whs fuily

understands ‘che iatest techmques that get resuits . fast?. '

e ima profess;ona! reat estaﬁe agen’: for RE!MAX So 1f you e 1ookmg for an mnova~
- tive and hard-workmg mdmdua[ to represent you, or someene you know m buymg
or seﬂiﬁg a hcme piease caIi me tociay Ffesh tdeas are my specraity

. Sincerely,
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