A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

Rain was the name of the game this week as thunderstorms swept
across scuthwestern Michigan nearly every day. Pictured above

ello Again Birch Lakers.

Firstof all, I'm sure I
speak for all the residents
when I express our deepest

sympathy to the Zesinger fam-

ily for the tragic loss of Bud Jr. Qur
thoughts and prayers are with you

Next, I would like to thank Phil and
Sandy Vitale, and our bartenders Patty
Russwurm, Bob Herms and Dean Davis for
helping with the Commodore’s Party last
Saturday, Also thanks to Don Harman for
shining the place up so nice. Ihope all
those attending had a good time and suf-
fered no permanent hearing difficulties due
to any of the singing done by our Karacke-
ers. It was nice 10 see some of the next gen~
eration getting involved with lake activities.

T also wanted to mention that Friday,
June 14™ is Flag Day, and that means that
tomomow National Flag Week. With
September 11" stil] vivid in our memories,
I know everyone will want tp be sure their
flag flies not only on the 14™, but every day
this coming week, if not every day all year.

dar's web.

A few interesting flag facts:

The American flag has changed designs
more than any other flag in the world. The
first flag used was called the Grand Union
and was designed by George Washington. It
flew first over the headquarters of the Con-
tinental Army on January 1, 1776. On June
14, 1777, Congress proposed that the United
States have an official national flag, which
resulted in the flag with thirteen red and
white stripes, and thirteen stars to represent
the thirteen new states. The flag goes by
three names; The Stars and Stripes, Old
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are a couple of sailboats sithouetted behind a rain-drenched spi-

Barker phota by PHIL VITALE

Glory and the The Star Spangled Banner.
The song “The Star Spangled Banner” writ-
ten by Francis Scott Key to honor our Flag,
actually has four verses — has anyone ever
heard the other three?

That’s all I'll include here but thanks to
the Internet there’s all kinds of flag info
available 1o the curious.

That’s it fornow. Don’t forget the
boat inspection this mommning between 10 am
and noor (Ind. time) at Dan Covey’s pier

~Conunodore Jim

June 8 .....Boat Check at Covey’s pier
10 am - noon

June 15 ...Board Meeting 8 am
Sewer Meeting, 11 am
Vice Commodore's Party

{Blues & Ribs)

July 5....... Fireworks

(Rain Day Saturday, 7/6)

Birch Lake Yacht Club Calendar for 2002

July 6.......Boat Parade

July 7.......Pancake Breakfast
TBA ... Beach Pearty

July 26.....Men’s Golf Outing
Aug. 3.....Women's Golf Cuting
Aug. 7....Women's Luncheon

Note: All times in the Barker are IST { Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise



Memories

My daughters and I have very fond
memories of Buddy Zesinger. He was a very
enjoyable, fun kid. Buddy and his brother
Brad were two of the best skiers on the lake.
1 also remember Buddy taking trips on his
motor bike, exploring the countryside. He
always came back with great stories, and
sometimes we took rides in the car to see
what he had found.

Melanie remembers his purple high top
Chuck Taylor tennis shoes, and he even
swam. with them on. Melanie thought that
was ¢ool, and she had to have red ores. He
also loved listening to the Beetles. Melame,
Amy, and Beth Davis had Buddy on the top
of their cute boy list, and all of them fought
about who might get to marry him. I think
brother Brad was on the list too!

Amy remembers all the walks around
the lake, and what a soft heart Buddy had.
As a five year old, she would conveniently
get fired because she knew that Buddy
would put her on his shoulders. My girls
always had a good time at the Zesinger's,
swimming with Buddy, Brad and Cindy.
They will never forget that.

We will always remember Buddy with
fondness. He truly loved Birch Lake.

-Sally Beck, Melanie Hall, Amy Everett

Hogoboom loss

Word has been received that David
Hogoboom (south side) died on January 5 of
this year. David is survived by his wife,
Patricia, and five children.

Patricia also lost her mother recently,
Lois Scannell, age 97. The Scannell family
has had ties to Birch Lake since 1940.

QOur sympathies to the family.

Birch babysitter registry
A request has been received to poll the
readers of the Barker and &y to establish a
registry of people interested in becoming
potential babysitters for some of the chil-
dren (and grandchildren) around the lake.

Anyone interested in o¢casional
babysitting jobs (and in picking up 2 few
bucks this summer) should send us their
name, age and phone number for us to pub-
lish in the Barker.

News from the Cove

By the highly intellectu-
al
Sunny Waters
who knows how to prop-
erly set a table and can
also fold a napkin to look
like a mm’s artire.

Non-fiction segmeent:

Nick Bergan of Cove
fame has graduated with
honors from St. Louis
University. Congratula-
tions, Nick, It seems just
a short time ago when
you were a sweet little
boy who frequented our
porch for chatting and
telling jokes. Onward
and upward, Nick. We
are proud of vou.

The bonfire on the
26th was a great time for
meeting new friends and
chewing the fat with old
ones. B.S. and I always
come away from BLYC

functions feeling so fortu-  at the Vandahia Country

nate to be on Birch Lake  Club. Dates TBA.

with its inhabitants of Take a deep breath

superb people. and get a grip. It is with
Spezking of whom, great concern that I must

B.S. and I met, officially,  inform you the News

Monty and Kris From the Cove will be

Waggoner. Kris is the absent from the Birch

sister of Jack Miller who  Barker for the next two

is the husband of Mardy weeks, B.S. and I will be

Miller. Are you withme?  frolicking for a fortnight

Kind of sounds like the on Mackinac Island,

cast of a soap opera. Be kind to one anoth-

Good, fun people, they. er, do NOT go frog catch-
John Erhardt arrived ing or turtles either.

at the bonfire with a love-  Good behavior deserves

ly lady by his side and reward so, for those of

announced a wedding will  you who are good and

take place on his front proper,* there may be

yard the moming of his some Mackinac Island

annual hog roast! tudge in your future,

Congratelations, John and

Nyla, and a long, happy Ta Tz,

married life. — Sunny
Oh yes I almost for-

got. Loretta Drolet will *] have my way of know-

be giving rumba lessons ing!

P

Vitale

== Pu]ishing fnc.

15/

Birch Lake’s resource for
B Writing and Editng & Deskrop Publishing
Ovwmer - John Gableman B Photography B Publishing Services
B Desi i
Seif storage Sizes available: 10x 10 ft. B G:;%h?c Arts :gﬁ:;e:menm
» Home W0x1Sf
o Boat 10 x20fr.
e Auto
@ Trailer

Corper of M-8 and Lewis Lake Rd.
{616} 476-2132

"PLASTICS INC.

& MOLD & MACHINE, INC.

CS CUSTOM INJEC

55851 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING ~ (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Have A Safe and Fun Summer/!
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Echols te vacation here

Charlie Echols, a former Birch Lake
resident and Northsider, will be spending
the week next door to his old summer home
on the north shore. Charlie and his four
daughters, Leighanne (19), Ashley (17),
Stephanie (15), and Allyson (10) will be at
the Sprait cottage for the week. You may
remember his folks, Bill and Gussie Echols.
They lived in the home between Kings and
Spratts back in the late *60s and early *70s.

Personal Watercraft laws

‘We have been asked to remind Birch
Lakers that one of the laws affecting
Personal Watercraft on lakes m Michigan
stipulates that PWCs cannot be operated
after one hour before sunset.

During the month of June, sunset
occurs between 8:12 to 8:23 pm (Ind time),
so PWCs must be off the lake one hour
prior to that. In July, the days start getting
shorter, and sunset occurs at 8:23 on July 1
and drops to 8:04 on July 31; August sun-
sets tange from 8:02 on the Istto 7:19 at
the end of the month.

We have also been asked to remind all
boaters that the Cove is a “no-wake” zone.

Contributions needed at Camp

In a continuing effort to improve Camp
Tannadoonah and its buildings, we are in
the process of upgrading ouwr bathroom faci!-
ities in the Dining Hall. A new floor has
been installed, and a new vanity has been
put in place. Two of the more important
items are yet to be funded-a potty-and a
shower stall. The very kind person who has
been upgrading this for us 1n a volunteer
role has informed us that these two items

Important Meeting on Sewers

The Wightman Petrie Engineering
Firm will conduct “informational™
meeting on Saturday June 15, at 11
am at the Yacht Club to discuss the
issue of the proposed wastewater dis-
posal (sewer) project.

This will be a joint meeting with
residents of Shavehead Lake.

will cost $400 --- and with these, he can
finish the job. I don't know if it would be
appropriate to put a plaque on z potty, or
maybe the shower stall, but if there are any
nice people on the lake that would like to
contribute any part or all of this sum, we
could "talk” about it. If this is something
that you might like 1o help witl, please con-
tact either Doug Miller, Camp Director,
574-234-4145 (South Bend), or Bruce
Harlan, 476-9714, or South Bend (574-272-
2904).

Ditch ’em a hit in the Cove

The Backwood family, always on the
lookout for new games, pranks or ways to
shake up one another, instigated MAJOR.
DITCH EM. Travis Gaff, a good buddy of
the Bouwkamp brothers, was the inmovator.
Determined to win, he announced, “T don’t
want to worry you but your house is sur-
rounded by short people in camouflage.”

We can assume that Travis was the
winner. Watch out for those short peoplel

Camperships being sought
In educational circles they call them

€S

scholarships. At Camp Tannadeonah we

call them “Camperships.” No matter what
you call them-they are basically the same —
In our case, the financial inderwriting to a
child to experience a wonderful week at
Camp Tannadoonah.

To underwrite a “Campership,” we are
looking for kind souls who know the value
of the camping experience for kids and are
willing to sponsor a child at Tannadoonah
for 2 week. The normal weekly fee is $220.
Your “Campership” donation of $110-half
the normal fee-will allow a child from a
family that is, perhaps, not as fortunate
financially as we are to experience the fun
of a week at Camp Tannadoonah. This $110
congcession on our part is our way of indicat-
ing how important we feel this is and hope-
fully we will gain the interest of our lake
friends so they might share our desire to
see these children enjoy a week at Camp
Tannadoonah. We would hope to see at least
20 children benefit from this “Campership”
program over the summer.

If you would like to underwrite one or
more “Camperships” you may contact either
Doug Miller, Camp Director, 574-234-4145
(South Bend), or Bruce Harlan, 476-9714,
or South Bend (574-272-2904). Camp
begins the week of June 23rd.

Want to get involved?

We are looking for help with all BLYC
events this season, and will we will also
be bappy to consider any new events sug-
gested by members of the Birch Lake
commmumity — contact Jim Bolinger or

Phil Vitale...

Accents & It

Interior Design

Shery! Papandria

~ Vandalia, M) 43085

1ages

63680 Birch Rd.

(574) 273-5025
(616) 476-9225
fax (616) 476-3555

“Your Birch Lake Neighbom”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-70

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Bivd. o ltasca, lllinois 60143

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Weozniak e Suite 180C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0820
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Birch Lake
Notes

Obligatory Barker kid photos  Beck), struck 2 “I-didn’t~do-it”
Morgann Applegate, left, pose on the family sofa recent-
and Wyatt Hall are the Barker Iy.

ldds of the week. If you would like to see
Applegate, daughter of vour children {or grandchildren)
Jeremy and Sanya Applegate in the Barker, put a photo in the
(and granddaughter of Phil & box on the East Shore (at 63174
Sandy Vitale) sat still long Birch Rd. or mail them to Fhil

enough for mom and dad toput  Vitale, 122 So. Michigan, Suite
a tiara on her head for a photog- 310, South Bend, TN 46601 —

rapher to snap. be sure 1o enclose a self-
Hall, son of Bill and Mel addressed-stamped-envelope so
Hall (and grandson of Sally I can return them ..

Shop UNION MARKET

Open Daily 6-6

15940 US 12 West, Union, Ml 616-641-2304

(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am - 10 pm Ml, 6 am -9 pm IN

FEATURING: Hall’s
Deli Selections Fresh Meats 15573 U S. 12

Fresh Produce Coid Beer

Picnic Needs Videos Umﬁn, MiI 49130

Mark The Painter

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH
14525 Chapel Hill Street « Union, MI 49130

- Fhone: 816-841-5238 Greetings Birch Lake Campers! Do you
R YU AT
A1 g need, want or desire a quality 2

4 Mi. Tast of Union io Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North

: painter this summer?
1% M. 1o comer of Chape! Hill Street.

Does your home or cot-
tage have a need for
some fixing up? | am

now booking jobs for the sum-

Wednesday: Aduit 7:30 pm mer of 2002...dates will go fast.

Té%ﬁhcxub s o | have references on Birch Lake,
why not give Mark a cail today!!!

Come worship with us 1-574-288-3307

Sunday Senices: Sunday School  9:30 am
Worship Hour  *10:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

32502 M-62 West When you’re ready to sell your lake property,
Dowagiac, Michigan 43047  we make it easy to find buyers because we're
the specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving
(616) 782-4000 over 70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive
marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.
So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

| ESTABLISHED 1950 _ VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http.//www Jerdon.net
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Sailing News

Qur first race the “B” fleet for the
of the 2002 season less experienced,

was greeted by little Come Sail with us! which means you will
or no wind. A big always be competing
thanks to the sailors Sunday, June 9, 11 am with sailors on your

own skill level.

We will again be
setting the marks out
on Saturday for any-

and starters that came
out for the race. After
a poll was taken, it
was decided to scuttle

Newcomers, novices and
first-timers welcome!

the race, but all was one wishing to practice so come out and
not lost as we had two join in the fun,
“drift along with me”  regular season this week. Remember we
‘ practice races. now have two Sunfish fleets. The “A” -Don Harman, Fleet Captain
Hopefully we will be able to start the  fleet for the more experienced sailors and 476-2039

TOM’S GARA

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

GE

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR

P.O Box 155 Wednesday-Saturday
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm to 11 pm MINI MART
Carry-out Sunday 8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
Foods 4 pm-9 pm 8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:3¢ TO 12:30 (MI)
38 Years in Business! Closed Monday & Tuesda;
Y Y *+TOM * BETTY * BECKY**
Finest Food in Michiana
Phone (616) 476-9606 VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
Lioyd Vaughn
__ hwper
A2 B 2
574 256-5988
AREAS LIRGEST SPPLTER (SEPTIC SERVICE )
AT'THE BEST PRICES

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION
BIRCH IAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON INFOR

20% DISCOUNT
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES L‘“ﬁ?@g@*ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ
WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY T0O PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE 5 S
WITH THER FIREWORKS SHOW Ve
54548 M-62 5. - CASSOPOLIS (|

SPORT’S MARINE
We Service: SERVECE !S #1 WE SELL:
UANTOUEONTOONS e
R VOLVQO PENTA
igH'ﬁgON | Oﬁﬂ 2 O PEN 69545 SUNSET BLVD. SKEETER BASSBOATS
EVINRUDE IJNION, MICHIGAN 49130 MERCURY MOTORS
) EZ LOADER TRAILERS
PHONE: 616 / 641-2154 STARR BOAT LIFTS, PIERS
FAX: 616 / 641-5993 ' & PIER PARTS
WEB SITE: triboats.com Customer Satisfaction Comes First EMAIL:triboats.com@prodigy.net
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Dan & Janet ReyaolisaPatti & Rick Russwurm, Bob & Gertie Temple

June 2002 Report #3

BIRCH LAKE DATA CONFIRMS THAT BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ASKED
TO REDU¢E PHOSPHORUS RUNOFF FROM FERTILIZING

The study of Biftch Lake by SouthwaNtern] lichigan Regional Planning Commission
f Absence of Fettksze

Use a pump to sprinkle your lawn withFiake water

The study of Birch Lake by the Cass County Health Depaxguent
Fertilizing should not be tolerated

Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program
The replagément of over half of the lakefront septic systems requires fertilizer bags to read 0-0-0
NOTICE
BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS CAN NOW FERTILIZE WITHOUT PHOSPHORUS RUN O
The Birch Lake Yacht Club purchased sixty 50 pound bags of proper fertilizer for Birch/Lake
THE BAG READS 23-0-30
23 Nitrogen for leaf growth
0 Phosphorus for the growth of Birch Lake's health
30 Potash for root growth
Redyced prices are available to water quality groups when purchasing in quagtity.
We are paSsing on this savings to you and selling the 50 pound bag for only $10.
The Birch Lake Yacht Club does not want to make a profit on the sale of the ferjilizer.

¢ all agree that we want Birch Lake to profit.

Now you and we can ferikizewyjth the proper fertilizer for Birch Lake.

The fertilizer can be purchased from a Water Quality Committee Member:
Dan Reynolds, Rick Russyurm, Bob Temple

As always, thank you for supporting your Birch Lake Wacht Club and its water qudlity committee.

- g. temple

By WOODSY
Burn barrels may cut down your
garbage bill...but at a greater
cost!

A study by the
Environmental Protection
Agency has found that, pound
for pound, backyard burn bar-
rels release as much as 80 times
more 2ir pollutants than rmumici-
pal incinerator. Included in
those pollutants are such things
as dioxins, PCBs, volatile
organic compounds and an
alphabet soup of other cherni-
cals. The low-temperature come-
bustion of materials that aren’t
recycled releases may pollutants
nto the air; according to the

EPA — sometimes even
more than hotter burn- #§
ing fires that include
newspaper and other
recyclables.

The EPA study
found that pollutants
from household burn barrels
are primarily a problem to
immediate neighbors downwind.
While the amount of pollutants
from individual burn barrels is
relatively small, the picture
changes when burn barrels are
COMMON across communities.

In 1994, the EPA tried to
determine the primary sources
of dioxins m. environment by
comparing amounts in, soils with

. estimated production from
8%, industry and other large
4 Y} sources. They found
)%, | environmental levels
&f higher than would be
7# expected from known
sources, Once they found
that dioxin levels from bum
barrels can be as much as 11
times higher than from mumici-
pal incinerators, they speculated
that burn barrels may be the
“missing link” that could help
account for the discrepancy.

The most immediate envi-
ronmental impact of burning
whether it’s in a barrel or leaves
in the fali-is detrimental air
quality that can be especially

hard on people with asthma or
other lung conditions. Ideally
people should not burn house-
hold wastes. There are alterna-
tives to waste disposal other
than burning...recycling of
paper, plastic, glass and
leaves/orush. Active recycling
and composting can reduce the
burden on our landfills as much
25 40 1o 70 percent.

Be a good Birch lake
neighbor do not burn. The
birds, fish, frogs, turtles, eagles
and children need good clean
air. And since some pollution
travels farther be a good neigh-
bor Globally.

-WOODSY
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s 15 the case every spring,
there is a ot of construction
going on around the lake.
When I went running this

: a.moming, I counted two brand
new houses and four remodeling projects.
It took me back to the year we decided to
make 2 major financial commitment to our
house at Birch, as a way of preparing for
the time when we would spend more of the
year on these shores.

We built our place 12 years ago, utiliz-
ing much of the shell of the old home (a
remodeled fisherman's cottage with an
unfinished upstairs) where we'd spent our
summers since 1973. We had trees we
wanted to save, and we liked the story-and-
a-half design of the origiral building, so
we elected not to do a complete tear down.

"It will cost you more than if you
started from scratch,” Ernie Nagy promised
me, and he was right.

Joe Bailey had done the Nagy's place
as well as Bud and Barb Zesinger's house,
and we liked both of those, so we asked
him to take a ook at our situation. Joe
spent a couple of hours giving us a pop
quiz on how we wanted to live while we
were at the Jake, and within a couple of
weeks he came up with a design that gave
us everything we'd discussed.

I was still worlang in the consulting
business, so I left town on an airplane
almost every Sunday night, and I rarely
returned before Friday, Construction
began in November and went until the fol-
lowing Spring, and Shirley Anne spent part

of nearly every day driving to Birch to be
on hand while the crew was working. Joe
began by gutting the house and jackham-
mering the floor, leaving no supporting
walls in place and creating two enormous
holes in the siding,

When Shirley Anne showed me what
it looked like, 21l I could manage to say
was, "I sure as hell hope you know what
yvou're doing, Baby.”

As usual, she did. She has more nerve
than James Bond and more determination
than War Emblem. She was her own gener-
al contractor, and though Joe helped her
find most of her subs, she had to choose
every color, swatch, tile, cabinet, handle,
fbxture, appliance, carpet, light, and wood
type we needed. She placed every ceiling
light, fan, sconce, wall switch, and outlet
we had to have. She orchestrated the over-
all project, paid evervone, and made cer-
zin the work of one group didn't fall
behind and create probiems for someone
else. It was a 24-hour-a-day job.

She had a marble cutter that wouldn't
talk to anyone but her, and a bunch of dry-
wall hangers who came and went as they
pleased and managed to alienate every-
body. She had to fire a group of painters
who wouldn't come to work, and she
dumped a landscaper after he completed
only one of the four wood walls we need-
ed.

She had never done anything like this
before, but she took to it as though she'd
been bom for the task. Thank God, it was
her who built the house. If it had been me,

we'd still be living in a tent in front vard.

QOccasionally we have people from the
lake come to us for advice about building a
"dream house” at Birch. Shirley Anne can
help them with all of the details, but I am
now as I was then, kind of 3 "big picture”
guy.

"My advice," I tell them, "is to be cer-
tain you love this place before you decide
to pour a sizable portion of your resources
into 2 home here. Then bring your happi-
ness with each other and with your family
to the experience.”

Birch Lake cannot cure a sick relation-
ship or mend family wounds that have
been picked up elsewhere, but Birch Lake
can make the good times better, and the
best times indescribably good.

Also, if you're wise, you'll get my
wife to build the place for you. T've been
through this home 10,000 times, and never
once have I said, "I wish we had done this
a little differently."

Ipsurance

' IHiLANCE XS ENCE xuc
Good Group Rates and

Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick gquote”

15479 U.S. 12
Union, MI 49130 Fax {616) 641-5787

' FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB |

ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN
DINING ROOM

Receptions @ Business Lunches B Parties |

OFEN TO PUBLIC

‘Call 1.616-699-5349
to reserve for

T TOY T 7 O T T TR

3 Lady Blues + 12

LOOK FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

3 LADY BLUES |

You can order any of these books at any bookstore or
online at Amazon.com or Bamesé&Noble.com.

+id

- A Micki Garrity Mystery

i A Collection of 15 Short Stories

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE
That Birch Lake s own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

Favor For Zodiac

ZODEAC -

o Gar
1 alChaANL sLue

For More Information Visit Jim's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 476-2798 fo order an autographed book

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to Tke Birch Lake Yacht Club
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Earth, Moon,
and Sun line up fora
spectacular celestial event on Monday — an
annular solar eclipse. The Moon will pass
directly between Earth and Sun, blocking
much of the solar disk. But a thin ring of
sunlight will outline the Moon, so skies
won't go completely dark.

Solar eclipses oceur when the Sun,
Moon, and Earth are in perfect alignment,
and the Moon’s shadow skims across
Earth’s surface. That eclipses cccur at all is
thanks only to a celestial coincidence. The
Sun is about 400 times wider than the
Moon, but it’s also about 400 times farther
from Earth. When the Moon passes in front

Stu’s Star Stuff

of the Sun, then, it’s just big enough to
cover it up, turning daylight into darkness.

But the Moon’s orbit around Earth isn’t
a perfect circle. Its distance from Earth
varies by about 30,000 miles. Thisis
enough to cause Luna’s apparent size to
vary, When the Moon is farthest from
Earth, it isn’t quite big enough 1o cover the
Sun, 50 2 “ring of fire”, or annulus, encir-
cles the dark lunar disk. For this reason
Monday’s eclipse will nowhere be complete,
or total. Instead, the bright ring shows at
maximum eclipse for observers on a line
extending from Indonesia to Mexico.

The U.S., except for the east coast, will
witness various stages of a partial solar

eclipse.

For us here at the
lake or in town, the eclipse is in progress at
sunset. The eclipse begins about 8:30 p.m.
when the sun is quits low; At its best, about
25% of the sun’s diameter will be covered,
This eclipse requires eye protection or spe-
cial techniques to view safely. The sun will
still be too bright to look at directly, but you
may notice the sky turning a bit dusky, and
temperatures could drop by several degrees.

To really enjoy the show, why not jet
off to the west coast of Mexico? It'll be
free there 100.

-Stewaré Spratt

Water Tanks

“Since 19787 Water Heaters Sump Pumps
: & Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Totlets Bathtubs/Showers
Iron Filt Faucets Winterizati
53021 Birch Rel. £, JOYCE KLIMEK prites o TAE interizztion
at Birch Lake Broker 5 7 /1 2 : 5 -
Vandalia, Mt 48095 Phone Fax {618} 4762370

License # CP81041499 License #81-07776

THE TAN SHOP / ,

Simonton Lake Plaza
JI52583.R 19 - Elhart, IN 46514

.

Uftmbr g!z Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schoolcraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of cur other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

\%y’ e m{@' e%,(}g? &.}é :
pverlpok i

Steaks - foq?)ﬁdf
djaz?aféf

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, Ml 48093

(616) 279-7984

8B4, BIENZ CONSTRUCTION
§ g\% Licensed General Contractor
Roofing @ Siding
Residential Remodeling

No Job Too Smali
18 years Experience @ Free Estimates

_/_%_\_ Proudly Serving Birch Lake

For 13 Years

Seasonal Pier
Installation & Removal
Average 3520 a section

All New Custom Piers

Insured
Phone: (616) 476-2517

Jeff Bienz {Owner)
14351 Harvey St Vandalia, MI 49095
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lave you hugged your dog today?

_ "Go away, King," Stacy them. Something was wrong, this Checking

said sleepily as her German Everyone got out safely. was not like King, She looked . his p-mail
Shepherd pulled at her bed- King had badly bumed in his mouth and saw that his
ding, attempting to rouse her, paws and a gash on his back, gums were pierced with T

Stacy vaguely wondered but seemed otherwise painful, sharp wooden splin-
what King was doing in her healthy, yet the dog would not  ters.
bedroom at three o'clock in the  eat. Now they knew how King
moming, since he slept outside The next few days the had gotten into the house.
on the enclosed porch at night.  neighbors came with sand- King had, with sheer desperate

Stacy sat upin bed to give  wiches and refreshments 1o force, chewed and clawed his
the barking dog a good push help clean up and repair the way through the closed ply-
and realized that smoke was home. wood door that separated him
filling her room — the house Stacy, while taking abreak  from the family. So, have you hugged your
was on fire. Bolting out of to eat, turned her head for a The splinters were dog today?
bed, she ran in panic to her second and noticed King removed and King recovered
parents’' bedroom and woke snatching a soft sandwich. fully. ~Fido s Friend

69608 Sunsef Bivd,

Urion, Mi

A Design / Build Firm

jCi}"sr{mﬁ Bﬁ ILDERS, INC.

universal designs for accessible living
20, Box 272

Onion, M1 451300272 1-888-641-9205

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

Property Management
» Reliable caretaker

* Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
* Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

* Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

* Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance

* Painting - interior and exterior

* Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

» Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

* We do windows

* Power washing, msulation and weatherproofing
» Spring and fall yard clean up

* Tree and shrub trimming

* Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
* Firm quotes for all jobs

* Fully insured

= No job too big or too small

» Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind

« Call for ali lake property requirements

[ Dave’s Residential Services |

(6186) 476-2797; Wireless (616) 362-0724
: dhardisty@beanstatk.nst
\ Emergency Service Availzbls 24/7
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Children less than 6
years of age must wear a
Type | or Type Il Personal
Flotation Device (PFD) when
riding in the open deck area
of a boat. Each person 12
years of age or older operat-
ing, riding on or being towad
behind a personal watercraft
(jet ski) must wear a Type [,
Type Il or Type Hil PFD (that
is not an inflatable device).
Each person less than 12
years of age riding or being
towed, behind a personat
watercraft (jet ski) must wear

a Type | or Type Il PFD.
What type of PFD do [ need
to carry on my beat in
Michigan?

Vessels less than 16 feet
{including canoes and
kayaks) must be equipped
with one Tvpe 1, 1L, Il or IV
PFD for each perscn on
board. Vessels 16 feet and
longer, in addition to the Type
[, I, or il for each person on
board must carry ane type 1V,
(Canoes and kayaks over 16
feet are exempt from the
Type IV requirement.)

PFD Types
TYPE i (Off-Shore Life
Jackef) (22 ibs. Buoyancy)
Best for open, rough or
remote water, where rescue
may be slow in coming.
Sizes: Two sizes {o fit most
children and adults.
TYPE it {Near-Shore
Buovant Vest) (15.5 lbs.
Buoyancy) Good for caim,
inland water, or where there
is good chance of fast res-
cue.
Sizes: Infant, Child Small,
Child Medium, Adult.

Getting Online has never been easier!
Bringing creative solutions to your home
or business. We simply offer the best
services, at the best prices, with the best
support staff in the area!

aws (in D rieﬂ

TYPE i (Flotation Aid)
(15.5 Ibs. Buoyancy) Good
for calm, inland water, or
where there is a good
chance of fast rescue.
TYPEV

{Throwable Device} For
caim, inland water with heavy
boat traffic, where help is
always nearby.

Kinds: Cushions, Rings and
Horseshee buoys.

Note: All PFDs must be
ready at hand and not
enclosed in plastic bags or
other containers.

Eagle Lake Marine

technicians who go the extra mile to ensure that
your boating days are pleasurable

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardsburg, Mt {1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7488

www.eaglelakemarine.com

Storage i Sales B Service
has personalized Uphoisteryﬂ' rim Shop
service and certified Boat Covers/Sesat

SERCURY

KerCridser

- ﬁfﬁ’m"‘m‘;smW‘"

SUTELARDE

CoversiTops/Uphostery & More

Hiner o Tese Wich Nadure

HONDA

=




Barker Classified Advertising

FOR SALE Washer, Dryer. Picnic table/deck Artwork, stained  deck cleaning & odd jobs. Call Scott at 476-
HOME AT 63208 Kinsey St. (Birch Lake): Four  glassflamps decor Contact Coy Jankowski for 1001
bedroom brick ranch with deeded access to viewing. 574 298 4067 or 574 234 2211

lake. Call Joyce Reafty at (516) 476.2370. $1000.00 a week, $200.00 deposit, LOCKING FOR WORK

Looking for work...courteous, cheerful, punctual
WORD PROCESSOR — Same as new. Original  SERVICES software consultant looking for full fime employ-
box and directions included. Purchased for Lawn care & More: Grass cutfing, leaf raking, ment in the Michiana area. Resume and refer-
$550; asking $150. Call Bud at 476-2526. ences provided upon request.  Available immedi-

ately. Please contact Stewart Sprait at any of
the following: South Bend - 574.232.9731,
Cellutar - 574.514.0667, Birch Lake -
616.476.2113, E-mall - slsvbi@attbi.com.

SPINET PIANC — Lyon & Healy; plays well.
$400. Cali Bob at 476-2293,

FOR RENT

Birch Lake Home for Rent or Sale. Rent by the
week. Sleeps 6 Two bedroom, Two bath. Dry
sauna. Open concept, Bar, Large Screen TV.

FOUND
Yellow Lab, male, approx. 8-8 yrs. old. Call Jim
at 476-9810.

63093 Birch Road
Vandalia, Ml 48095

Curtis

Cleaning Linda & Terry Curtis

Services
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cieaning
616-476-2431

Bonded & Insured

Insurance Agency, inc.
Since 1945

For the Help You Need Custom Pier Contractors

Wm %u Need It Most William D. Stohler
Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
S. 3rg St ;
gfgl soirfazts P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, Ml 48031
vy John Ball, Jr., C.I.C. 616-445-8838
FAX 218/ 294-8937 Registerad Representative

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's)

By
i
o
PWCC Service Y RAVE/ Aqgqua Jump Trampoiir;es
SmD?a Yamahe Kawasaki * Maring Supplies * Service * Storage
v Major & Minor Engine Repair * STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts ?

QMC /7 Mercruiser
* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

&l 6-445-21T901 * Authorized SHORE STATION

Boat Lift Decler
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Membership for 2002 (so far)

Andriano, Fred & Stacie
Asire, Marty

Athanas, Thomas & Martha
Ball, John & Jennifer

Ramaby, Dave & Lynne

Beck, Jim & Sally

Bendar, Dick

Benjamin, Ritacaro|

Bergan, James & Linda
Bernacizk, Kenneth & Mery Ellen
Blackwood, Howard & Beth
Biiler, William & Grace

Blue, Jim & Shirley Anng

Biue, RichardKrechmar, Sandy
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie
Brovold, Gary & Karen
Brown, Brad

Caenepesi, Shirley

Coan, James

Cowen, Dick & Peggy
Cranmer, Steve (F)

Curtis, Terry & Linda

Davis, Dean & Phyllis
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy
Dennest, Lamy & Kay
DeYoung, Rich & Beth
DiRutighiano, Dominic & Joyce
Doba, William and Judith
Dobasiewicz, Kevin & Sandra

Dugan, Terty & Carol
Eberhart, Gib & Barbara
Eichorst, Doug & Judie
Florz, Larry & Margy (F)
Foley, Bill & Gladys
Foos, James & Carole
Garceau, Bernie & Blair
Golden, Marc & Eileen
Graen, Dick & Barb
Greenig, Bob & Kay
Groszek, John & Lois
Groszek, Jokn (D)
Harlan, Bruce and Juanita
Harman, Don & Lind
Harris, Gwen
Herms, Bob & Eiteen
Hornbeck, Jack & Marianne
Jones, Vie & Leslie
King, Bill, Le & Suzy
King, Bob & Lestie {AD)
Kinner, Dave & Marge
Klappauf, Raymond, Lee, Carl and
Sandie
Kiimek, Matt & Joyee (D)
Kolber, Chet & Vivian
Kolber, Chris & Barb
Kruggel, Herm & Bev
Lacy, Tom & Julia
LaPierre, Chuck & Cheri

Leach, Norma

Lindenfeld, Frederck & Marylynn (F)

Lindzy, Dick & Judy
McCay, Larry & Deb
McNamee, Kathieen
Hiller, Jack & Maray
Wotho, Manny & Mary Lu
Bonroe, Norm & Nancy
Morrison, Bob

Mulfin, Rich & Pam
Qlson, Dave & Judy
Olgon, Jeff & Beth (F)
ONeill, Bill & Maryann
Papendriz, Sheryl & Covey, Dan
Parkinson, Frank & Elzabeth
Price, Eileen

Quinlan, Stave & Vick
Reynolds, Dan & Janet
Rieth, Bud & Louise
Rogers, Tom & Vicki
Russeil, Mike & Paula
Russwurm, Rick & Patl
Sankey, Jos & Terd
Santee, Marty & Dofis
Scofield, John & Laveta
Sheetz, Harold & Chartens
Smitley, Jaffrey & Denise
Stevens, Pet

Thayer, Jim & Eleneor

Troager, Eatl & Connie
Troeger, Scott & Holly
Troager, Tom & Pat
Vath, Helen

Vitale, Phil & Sandy
Waddle, Bob & Sue
Waggoner, Monty & Kris
Wagner, Bruce & Sue
Weaver, Doug & Julie
Weasner, Keith & Denny
VWhite, Phyliis

Williams, Jerry & Mattie
Williams, Pat & Sue
Wiseman, Terry & Backy
Witchie Ron & Linda
Wos, Stan & Doreen
Yoshizawa, Jim & Linda
Zelaske, Milie
Zesinger, Bud & Barb

These are the Lakers whe have paid their
dues so far - if your name is incorrectly
spelied or if it has been incorrectly omit-
ted, pleass contact Phil Vitale at 476-
1680 or {574) 232-3735 for correction.

Al members Tisted have paid their
dues and donated for fireworks unless
noted as follows: {D)=dues only;
{Fy=Firewcrks only; {AD)=Asscciate Dues,

r----*_-------”“----_---#_--———_--”--------*H—--———--“q
i w = a ]
! Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions !
: Rail to: i
p S - BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year) Holly Troeger, Treasurer i
1 S - BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year) 1518 Ash Drive East g
1 $___ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year) Elkhart, IN 46514 ¥
i $__ - Saiing Fees ($15/ year) [
1 $____ - Buiding improvement Fund Drop off at: H
: 2____ - sxilretwoaks ?é;p;ay Fund 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898) :
.~ Water Quality Program
1 §$___ - Riparian (§7/yr, provide address for magazine) Make checks payable to: t
: 2“__ - Other Total Birch Lake Yacht Club :
H f
H s i
L—-————mu———-————n——-—————-—mm—-————-———u———————-—nﬂn—ﬂ
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o "2'%550 Shore Acres Rd
“: * Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

© . Office: {800) 385-2763 -

. ‘Residence: (616) 476-2515
' '."{-Ema 'fnancywaﬁker@ rea!ter.com

‘ o 0ver 47 million sold!
.nancy-walker.com -
En today S ccmpe{:twe reai estate mai'ket you need ’fresh ancf creaisve ways to seﬂ
Land buy homes, That why i sa good idea 1o use s rea§ estate agent who fu '
understands the iatest techmques that get results ‘ |

: _.f ma professmnat reai estaie agent for RE;’MAX- So !f you re inokmg for an mnova—r |
~tive and hard-workingmdiwdua{ to: represe_ you, o somecne yor:_ now "m buymg
o se!img a home, piease cal i me teday Ffesh"rdeas are my spe—cra%i

Sincerely, -
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