A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

Once again the rain has been a factor for Birch Lakers’ plans for the

secks as thundershowers moved across the [ake nearly every afternoon.
Barker photo by Phli Vitale

Important Meeting on Sewers

The Wightman Petrie Engineering
Firm will conduct “informational”
meeting today, Saturday Jupe 13, at
11 am at the Yacht Club to discuss the
| issue of a proposed wastewater dispos-
al (sewer) project for our area.
This will be a joint meeting with
residents of Shavehead Lake.

Velume Four, Jane 15, 2002

t looks like suramer is planning to
make an appearance after ail. Last
weekend was truly a promise of bet-
ter things to come. Now, if it’s not
asking too much, a trifle more wind
would be appreciated by the sailors!

As you may notice on the schedule of
events, tonight is the Vice Commodore’s
“Ribs and Blues” Party. Ihope all of you
will be able o stop around and join us for,
what I'm sure will prove to be, a great
time. What could be better than a little
music, good ribs and the wonderful compa-
ny of your lake neighbors. I would like to
extend a special invitation to all of you that
have never attended one of the summer par-
ties. We would love to meet you!

Also, this weekend brings us Father’s
Day. I'hope all of the fathers out there
have a beantiful day. Please be careful if
you are traveling today. If you will be stay-
ing to celebrate with your families here on
the lake, also take care. It could be a busy
one.

Reminders: 41 of July Fireworks will
bglon Friday, the Sth, Boat Parade on the
6 3 p.m. (IN time) and TODAY, at 9
am, (IN) is the Yacht Club Board Meeting.
Bye for this week.

See you on the lake.
-Commodore Jim

BLYC Calendar

June 15....Board Meeting 9 am
Sewer Meeting, 11 am
Vice Commodere’s Party
-{Blues & Ribs) 7 pm
July 5.......Fireworks (at dark)
(Rain Day Saturday, 7/6)
July 6.......Boat Parade 3 pm
July 7..__...Pancake Breakfast
TBA .. Beach Party
July 26.... .Men's Goelf Outing
Aug. 3......Women's Golf Quting
Aug. 7....\Women’s Luncheon
Aug 10 .....Com and Sausage Roast
Aug. 24 ....Fall Dinner

NOQTE: All parties at the Yacht Club
start at 7 pm unless otherwise noted

Note: AH times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise




News from Camp Tannadoonah :

We have just finished a week of outside
rental ... a church group with 190 children
and adults.

Staff training begins the week of June
16th. Our resident camp starts June 2314 ...
for more information, call camp at 476-
2177. Get those grandkids signed up !!!

-janie stephenson

Birch babysitier registry

A request has been received 10 poll the
readers of the Barker and try to establish a
registry of people interested in becoming
potential babysitters for some of the chil-
dren (and grandchildren) around the lake.

Anryone interested in occasional
babysithing jobs (and mn picking up a few
bucks this sumnmer) should send us their
name, age and phone number for us to pub-
lish in the Barker.

RC anyone?

Last year at the South Haven Wooden
Boat Show I had the opportunity to ty a RC
sailboat. It was so much fun I want one for
my own. After some web searching it looks
like the best prices are at: http://www victor-
model.com/

Though meter boats are the standard in
US RC fleets, I am thinking of buying the
Black-Hawk-24" kit at $60. Tt requires the
minimum in servo / radio expense. If they
were allowed the controls (by the big folks),
this might be an excellent way 10 get young
people involved in sailing / racing. Me, I
envision sailing a course around milk bot-
tles when it’s 100 cold to launch a real boat.

-Bob King

Birch

Barker

Kid-of-the-Week

Natalie Dudeck south side of Birch Lake!!
Congratulations to She graduated at the top
Natalie Dudeck of the half of her class from
Constantine High School.

After being accepted to
Indiana University-
Bloomington and Central
Michigan University, she
has chosen to attend
Central 1o major in
Joumalism, Please join us
at her open house,
Saturday, June 15 anytime
after 2 pm (EST).
Congratulations Natalie!!
We are very proud of you!
-Love, Mom, Dad, and
Phillip

More on Flags three arrows) and a red ribbon reading “E

For some cool Michigan facts including
information on the state flag, etc., check out
the Web site http:/Avww.enchantediearn-
ing.com/usa/states/michizan/

For example, did vou know that
Michigan’s official flag was adopted in
1911. The flag has a deep blue background
and pictures an elk and deer around a blue
shield labeled “TUEBOR,” meaning “I will
defend.” The shield pictures a man with 2
raised hand and a gun, a rising sun, a penin-
sula and lakes {representing Michigan’s
geography). Over the shield is a bald eagle
(holding an olive branch and a sheaf of

PLURIBUS UNUM” (which is the motto of
the U.S.A and means “COut of Many, One”
— this refers to the states of the United
States being united into one country). Under
everything lie two white ribbons that read
“SI QUAERIS PENINSULAM AMOE-~
NAM” and “CIRCUM SPICE,” which
means, “If you are seeking 2 amenable
(pleasant) peninsula, look around you.”

We are looking for help with all events, and we
will we will also be happy to consider new events
- contact Jim Bolingar or Phil Vitale...

: i ’ Birch Lake’s resource for
B Writing and Editing & Desktop Publishing
Owner - John Gableman I Photography & Publishing Services

B Design BB Websites

Self storage Sizes available: 10x 10 ft. BB Graphic Arts B E-mail newsletters

o THome I0xisf

¢ Boat W0x20 8L

e Auto

e Trailer

Coraer of M0 and Lewls Lake Rd.,
(616} 476-2132

Phil Vitale
Publishing ..

TOOLING

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

— (574) 255-5176

Have A Safe and Fun Summer!

MFG — (574) 255-5350
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The Best of Beck’s Bistro

Chocolate
Raspherry
Crumb Bars

1 cup (2 sticks) butter or
margarine, soffened.

2 cups all purpose flour

1/2 cup packed light brown
sugar

1/4 tsp salt

2 cups (12 oz. pkg) Nestle
Tollhouse semi-sweet
chocolate chips, divided

1 can (14 oz) Camation
sweetened condensed
milk

113 cup seedless Raspherry
jam

Preheat oven to 350.
Grease 13x9 inch bak-
ing pan. Beat butter in
large bowl until creamy.
Beat in flour, sugar, and
salt until crumbly.

With floured fingers, press
1 3/4 cup crumb mixture
onto bottom of prepared
baking pan; reserve
remaining mixture. Bake
for 10-12 minutes or
until edges are golden

brown.

Combine 1 cup morsels
and sweetened con-
densed milk in small,
heavy-duty saucepan.
Warm over low heat,
stirring until smooth.
Spread over hot crust.
Stir nuts into reserved
crumb mixture; sprinkle
over chocolate filing..

Drop teaspoonfuls of rasp-
berry jam over crumb
mixture.

Sprinkle with remaining
morsels.

If you can start the day with-
out caffeine or pep pills,

if you can be cheerful, ignor-
ing aches and pains,

if you can resist complaining
and boring people with
your troubles,

if you can eat the same food
everyday and be grateful
for it,

if you can understand when
loved ones are too busy
to give you time,

Inner Strength

if you can overlook when
people take things out on
you,
if you can conquer tension
without medical help,
if you can relax without
liquor,
if you can sleep without the
aid of drugs,
if you can do all these things,
THEN YOU ARE
PROBABLY THE
FAMILY DOG!

Checking
; his p-maif

Have a tail wagging kind of
day!
~-Fidos Friend

Bake for
25-30
minutes or until center is
set. Cool in pan on
wire rack.

Grilled Lime Chicken

8 skinless, boneless chick-
en breasts

1/2 cup ime juice

1/3 cup clive or vegetable
ol

4 green onions chopped

4 cloves garlic, minced

3 Tibs chopped fresh dill,
divided

1/4 tsp pepper

Pound chicken breasts to
flatten.

Combine lime juice, oil,
onions, garlic, 2 Tibs dill,
and pepper in a reseal-
able plastic bag.

Add chicken, seal and
refrigerate 24 hrs.
Drain, discard marinade.

Grill chicken, uncovered
over medium to hot heat
for 12-15 minutes, until
tender and juices run
clear.

Tumn after 6 minutes.

Sprinkle with remaining dill
before serving.

Accents & Images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
~ Vandalia, Mi 49095

(574) 273-5025
(616) 476-9225

fax {616} 476-2553

“Your Birch lLake Ner’ghbom”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
Scuth Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7000

FIRST

FINANCIAL

500 Park Bivd. ¢ ltasca, lilincis 60143

SERVICES

fe wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0820
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Wind still missing...

For the second
Sunday in a row the
winds varied from

Birch Lake Yacht Club Sailing News

Applegate, Morgann
Applegate and Erica
Vitale for manning
the committee boat.

light to nothing, Even Next race 6-16-2002

though the wind was 11 am Indiana time.

light we had a good

turnout, also we had -Don Harman, Fleet Captain
three Sunfish from the 476-2039
“B” fleet come out for

the inaugural race -  Meyer. Now lets see many more this Results from the first week of sailing
they were Chad and week. races appear on the next page

Steve Plaia, Sandy Vitale and Jody

Thanks to Jim and Sally Beck, Sanya

Shop UNION MARKET

186840 US 12 West, Union, Mi
(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7 am - 10 pm M{, 6 am - 9 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deli Selections Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce Cold Beer
Picnic Needs Videos

" Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

15573 US. 12
Union, MI 49130

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

} - 14525 Chapet Hill Street « Union, MI 49430
Phone; 816-641-5236

1 Mi East of Union 1o Baldwin Prairie Rd. Turn North
1% Mi. to comer of Chape! Hill Street.

Sunday Services: Sunday School  $:30 am
Worship Howr  *10:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Weadnesday: Adult 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm
Kid's Club 7:30 pm

Come worship with us

ark The Painter

Greetings Birch Lake Campers! Do you
need, want or desire a quality 5 R
painter this summer?

Does your home or cot-
tage have a need for

: some fixing up? [ am
now booking jobs for the sum- §
mer of 2002...dates will go fast. ©

| have references on Birch Lake,

why not give Mark a cail today!!!

1-574-288-3307

32502 M-62 West

(616) 782-4000

ESTABLISHED 14 950

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047

marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.
So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http /fWWw.j 3eron net

5;_:_.'-..«‘- M.. ---_.-‘-..— ..,—-q. M ,_--.__,-._,_.__.-....-s.,.-.._.;-..._- -""--“"

When you're ready to sell your lake property,
we make it easy to find buyers because we're
the specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving
over 70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive

-i—

-.’.'h- -~...r--.w it -n_--w-."w
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Saifor Finish Seasen Place

BLYC Sailing Results from Week 1

Sunfish “B”

Racel Race2 Average to date J. Meyer DNS 18t 1610 st
MC’s S. Vitale DNF 31 1454 3rd
H. Cranmer 18t 18t 1610 Ist C. Plaia DNF
D. Harman DNs 31 1454 4th S. Plaia DNs  2nd 1531 2nd
R. Harman DNs  znd 1531 2nd
Phil Vitale 2nd  g4th 1455 3rd “CATS”
B. King 15t 18t 1610 Ist
Sunfish “A” D. Weaver ond - ond 1531 2nd
1. Bolinger :zﬂsf DNS 1531 2nd tie
]'1; I-é?ward ! lth 1610 st Hebie2! — There are more than enough Cats around the lake to
. Olson DNS 5 1306 5th P f . . . o
th th orm a fleet. Anyone wanting to race their Hobie please join the
R Russwurm 4 4 1379 Ath Sunfish & MCs on Sundays!
S. Troeger DNs  ond 1531 2nd tie ) -Bob King
D. Weaver srd 3 1454 3rd
PHONE 476-2272
24-HOUR TOWING
PO Box 155 Wednesday-Saturday GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm to 11 pm MINI MART
Carry-out Sunday 8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
Foods 4pm-9pm $ AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:3¢ TO 12:30 (MI)
38 Years in Business! Closed Monday & Tuesday

Finest Food in Michiana

Phone (616) 476-9606

**TOM * BETTY * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

ST. EVANS FIREWORKS

13421 MCKINLEY HIGHWAY

MISHAWAKA, IND 46545
574 256-5988

AREAS TARGEST SUPPLIER
AT'THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR

20% DISCOUNT
ONYOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES

WE AT RK}M FIREWORES ARE AGAIN HAPPY T0 PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW

Liovd Vaughn
Owner

LICENSED & INSURED IN BAICHICAN & INDIANA
Accerting VISA _ MASTERCARD

D —

64548 M-62 S. - CASSOPOLIS ==

SPORT’S MARINE

We Service: SERV!CE Is #1 WE SELL:
MERCURY MERCRUISER MANITOU PONTOONS
FORCE VOLVO PENTA 69545 SUNSET BLVD MONARKBOATS & PONTOONS
JOHNSON OMC : SKEETER BASSBOATS
EVINRUDE UNION, MICHIGAN 49130 MERCURY MOTORS
EZ LOADER TRAILERS
PHONE: 616 / 641-2154 STARR BOAT LIETS, PIERS
FAX: 616 / 641-5993 & PIER PARTS
WEB SITE: triboats.com Customer Satisfaction Comes First EMAIL:triboats.com@prodigy.net
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Dan & Janet Repe6lanyPatti & Rick Russwurm, Bob & Gertie Temple

June 2002 Report #4

Ft a word fro 1 the Water Quality Committee

Birch Lake participated in th¢ Zebra Mussel ::-'- Program, a partnership between ML&SA, Sea Grant, MSU
and MDEQ. '

A brick hung from eacl of the appropriate 181 lakefront piers. Thank you groupJeaders and neighbors. Birch
Lake was alerted to fhe fact that we could no longer escape having Birch Lake’s nanis\gn the State of
Michigan Zebra Mussel Distribution Map.

Unfortunately, Cass County lakes host more zebra mussels than any other county in the state of Michigan. It
was just £ matter of time before the larvae would be introduced into Birch Lake.

Mike/Klepinger, Exotic Species Program Coordinator Mi Sea Grant, MSU, recommends a program f#r boat
inspégctions and cleanings at the Public Landing, which Dan Reynolds, Water Quality Committee Zhairman is
exploying. ’

In the meantime, Mike Klepinger asked our water quality comimittee to continue to 1egruit nei hbors to do
hand king. It will slow them down. You know the experience of hand picking zebra mus Els from your
beach. It¥sa pain in the neck and a pain in the back. But if they are not picked, they becon ke a pain in the
foot and a real eye-sote.on our sandy bottomed lake.

Bob King has volunteered to assist the Water Quality Committee with a Hand Picking Prog: an. Beware
zebras — Bob and the Birch Lake cids have a surprise in store for you.

Thanks, Bob — you’re great!

-Gert Temple

A now a word from Bob King
lussel bounty announced

7.ebra

We are mad as heck & not gonna take Kids who remove zebras from the will publish the tally and list who removed
this any more! Birch beaches will eamn a penny apiece. The  the most mussels,

The zebra mussels invading beawtiful money will be used to fund Kid functions at -Bob King
Birch are fast infesting our beaches. Last the Yacht Club this year. Please ask before
year at Cal’s birthday party the kids you go wading on other peoples property ps: make sure to put the zebras in a plastic
removed more than 1,000 from our swim (bet 1t will be OK), and remember to wear bag & put them in the garbage. So far no
area, but theyre back ... water shoes to protect your feet. one huas come up with ma good recipe and

Birch Lake Yacht Club and the Water Count out the zebras you remove and they stink after removal from the water.
Quality Committee have announced a boun-  then fill out the coupon below. Give the Do not take indigenous clams from Birch,
ty on these invaders. Granted, we may not coupon to any BLYC Director during the Just pop off the zebra mussels & return the
win the war, but let’s begin the battle! month of June, At the end of the month we  clawss fo the lake.

Official Birch Lake Yacht Club Zebra Mussel Bounty Form

Kid(s):

Collected and removed zebra mussels from Birch Lakeon _ / /062

The Mussels came from (describe the arez where you cleaned the beach):

X X
(kid’s signature) {parent’s signature)
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ike many of youI'm a
Midwestermer, both by history
and inclination. I was born
 two states west of Indiana,

i and I grew up 2 hundred
miles south of Chmago in the thoroughly
Midwestern twin cities of Champaign-
Urbana, Hlinois.

When I was in high school, I couldn’t
walt until adulthood would allow me to
trade the flat land and cold winters of the
heartland for the ocean breezes and per-
petual sunshine of Scuthern California.
Surfing with movie stars, that was going
t0 be my future,

Tve lived on the West Coast twice
now, and each time T"ve felt as unsettied
and out of place as if T had moved to a
foreign country. The LA megaplex is not
just another big city, it’s the Land of Oz,
and San Francisco is as unlike the
Midwest as is Caracas. I met a few
movie stars and leamed to love the ocean,

but I walked away from La-La-Land with

a thorough understanding of why all those
Towa farm folks felt cheated when they
gave up their homes and migrated to
Long Beach, in Nathaniel West’s, The
Day of the Locusts.

Shirley Anne and I have lived on the
East Coast as well. We spent a vear at the
mouth of Cape Cod in a south-shore sub-
urb of Boston, and it felt as though we
had journeyed to Katmandu, It’s fun to
tour the historic sites, and there is no bet-
ter collection of eateries than can be

found in the Ttalian North End of Boston,
but the folkways of Easterners can seem
bizarre to 4 native of the Midwest, and the
ruderess of the folks we encountered dur-
ing our year in Massachusetts rivals any
tales we've heard #bout the bad manners’
of the French.

We go to Florida or California for a
month each year, and there are few states
where we haven’t spent time, but we're
like dogs on a long leash when we leave
Michiana. We’re free to wander as far as
we care to, but we’re tethered to a place
we know is our home.

The weather around here has been
unbelievably lousy this spring, the worst I
¢an remember for May and June, I've
complained and ground my teeth and
stewed about the manner in which our
short lake season was being cut even
shorter by the stupidity of this “endless
November.” The unfaimess of it seems
beyond question, and my misery is
enhanced by the fact that my options are
few.

During our stay in Boston, I worked
for a company that owned a small distxi-
bution business in Des Moines, Iowa.
During my first trip to check on the health
of that business, a young woman execu-
tive met me at the airport and brought me
into the city to my hotel.

Des Moines had suffered through a
blizzard the day before I arrived, and as
we drove through the countryside I stared
out the car window at snow covered fields

By The WordRunner

laid out under a slate gray sky. It looked
cold and lonely out there. We crossed a
small bridge and a frozen stream that
snaked toward barren oak trees along the
horizon. “That is beauntiful, isn’t it7” I
said.

“You have to be from the Midwest,”
the young woman answered. “None of
the Boston people who come here would
see anything pretty about a day like this
one.”

“Then beauty must be in the eye of
the beholder,” I said.

Therein lies my problem. I'm a
Midwesterner. This lousy weatherisa
feature of my birthright. Ilove this place
and I celebrate the kinds of breathtaking
glory Buzz Rasmmussen captured in his
Seasons of Birch Lake It’s all here, the
good and the bad of it, and if I want to
experience another marvelous springtime,
I guess I'll have to cross my fingers and
wait t1ll next year,

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Pelicy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

- Insurance
Msature Owper Discounts

“Call us for a quick gquote™

15479 U.S, 12
P.0. Box 74 (616) 641-5993
Uaion, MI 49130 Fax (616) 641-5787

. FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB
ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

DINING ROOM
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Receptnons B Business Lunches B Parties

"Call 1-616-699-5349
toc reserve for

PP BEAR T AN INACIRTRETARNAL

r
J. MICHALL BLUE

3 Lady Blues + 12

You can order any of these books at any bookstore o
online at Amazon.com or Barnesé&Noble.com.

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE

That Birch Lakes own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

LOOK FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to The Birch Lake Yacht Club

- A Micld Garrity Mystery

| A Collection of 15 Short Stories

For More [nformation Visit Jin's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 476-2708 to order an autographed book

4 Feyvor For Zodiac
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The planets Venus
and Jupiter stili blaze in
the west this evening. Mars is there too but
much lower and much fainter. Here at the
lake we usually get an excellent view of the
ultimate art gallery just above us. But that’s
not the case everywhere. In town, finding
Venus, Jupiter and many bright stars is easy,

Stu's Star Stuff

currently, as it is just now approaching first
quarter. Streetlamps, lights in parking lots,
and even lights around the shore or in our
own back yards are necessary for safety and
security. But most light fixiures send much
of their light UP, or out onto the lake, not
down. When this light strikes particles in
the air, it creates a pervasive glow that over-

million tons of coal.

Over the last one humdred years, the
increase of artificial light reflected from city
streets and buildings has eroded our ability
t0 see the night sky. Scientists say nearly
two-thirds of the United States population
can no longer see the Milky Way.

Outdoor lights with hoods or reflectors
keep this light out of the sky without affect-
ing safety on the ground. Some cities and
counties have passed light-pollution laws.
That includes Tucson, which is closeto a

but most skywatchers won’t notice the near-
by glow of the Milky Way. And most of us
will miss the frequent meteor showers, too.

These subtle sights are victims of light
pollution - light that’s beamed into the
heavens and not onto the ground where it’s
intended.

The moon is a big offender, though not

objects.

powers faint stars, meteors, and other

What’s more, polluting light fixtures
waste money and natural resources.
According to the International Dark-Sky
Association, wasted light in the United
States costs at least 1.5 biilion dollars 2
year, and consurnes the equivalent of six

major observatory, and Jeff Davis County in
‘West Texas, the home of McDonald
Observatory. Here at the lake we should all
do our part to keep our exterior lighting
from becoming invasive or annoying. That
way we can all enjoy the free show to it’s
fullest.

-Stewart Spratt

mbig

51523 8.R 19N - Elkhart, IN 46514

Ultmbr igk Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Singie Facial Beds

219-264-4977

atis
“Since 49787 Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Since 1378 Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
} Iron Filters Faucets Winterization
B3021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK - = i
at Birch Lake Broker
Vandaiia, ! 48085 Phone Fax (616) 476-2370
License #81-07776
el
THE TAN SHOP /
Stmonfon Lake Plaza { l‘

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or te find cut more
about our pesple, products and services, visit us ats

www.bigclumber.com

Sy e ony thing we

oveHook: &

Gher Lake

Steaks - Seafood
ot

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, M 45093

(616) 279-7984

X34, BIENZ CONSTRUCTION
§ G % Licensed General Contractor
Roofing e Siding
Residential Remodeling
No Job Too Small

18 years Experience @ Free Estimates

f%} Proudly Serving Birch Lake
: For 13 Years

Seasonal Pier
Installation & Removal
Average $20 a section

All New Custom Piers

Insured

Jeff Bienz (Owner)
Phone: {616} 476-2517

14352 Harvey St., Vandslis, MT 49095
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News (not) from the Cove

A reply To Miss Nomer
(aka the highly intellectual Sunny
Wazers):

Last week we learned that SW and BS
are vacationing at Big Mac. It’s a closely
kept secret that this zany couple are horse-
shoe fans — not the game, but the art of
the Smithy. Every year they journey to
Mackinac and apply fresh clompers to the
draft horses as they arrive on island. No
fee is accepted, just bunks in the barn and
an annual tronk-full of fresh fudge.

But, I digress. The Lady of the Cove
has posited once too often (for this reader)
zbout not catching furtles nor froggies.
The hunt has been on since kids first came
to Birch. QOur lake-land beasties can be

caught and handled, none the worse for
weat Mom always suggests washing
hands after handling, sage advice.

Wild turtles belong in Birch, so be
gentle with the critters — catch and
release please. Inspect turtles to remove
leaches (look closely around the legs &
tail). And yes Virginia, we have even
found and removed a zebra mussel from a
turtle this year!

‘We are loaded with painted (the offi-
cial state reptile), map, snapper & (report-
edly) leatherback turtles, so enjoy!

-Not Sunny
Next week, fun with frogs

The Painted Turtle

Chrysemys picta — Painted Turtle

Pamted turtles are brightly marked.
They have a smooth shell about 10 to 18
cm long. The turtle has a relatively flat
upper shell with red and yellow markings
on a black or greenish brown background.
The male and female grow at a similar
rate to become 85mm long (female) and
130 mm long (male). The growth rate, for
both male and female, is rapid during the
first several years of the of their lives,
These turtles are described as a small to
medium sized reptile. At ages 7 years, for
the female, and 3 years, for the male, the
painted turtles are expected to be at their
maturity levels. Their shell acts as protec-
tion, but since the ribs are fused to the

Continued on next page

69608 Sunsef Bivd.

Union, M

616-641-5317

j?CUA

A Design / Build Firm

“ INC"

umiversal designs for accessible living
BO, Box 272

Uoion, M1491300772  1-888-641-9205

Handym

* Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance

» Pginting - interior and exterior

* Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs
* Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

» We do windows

 Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing
* Spring and fall yard clean up

* Tree and shrub trimming
» Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
* Firm quotes for all jobs

+ Fully insured

e No job too big or too small

an Repairs

* Roof to basement - inside and out

» Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
» Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinkiers

« Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Property Management
« Religble caretaker

« Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
» Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind

» Call for all lake property requirements

{ Dave’s Residential Services

{616) 476-2797; Wireless (616) 362-0724
dhardisty@beanstalk.net
Emergency Service Avallable 24/7
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Painted Turtle roppaorihe shatiis casédtne.
Chryseinys plcta carapace (itis kiack, olive; orbrown.
S N with-red markings-along the 'edges);
.Large shalt covergd with. 7' layer S s
" of oy plates callzd scutes. Skinls gark-gray, olive;
D B black.or brown. arid has
white arid.réd stipes:

Poirted tall with .7
redstipEs ()

© white-
stripes on
Bettom.ofthe.sheil

is talledthe plastron \ A3VebPEd, i W
{which is‘red, black Clawed fest Retractable legs
andyelow).

and-hgad

‘Shellls 10nches (25.cm} lang

Getting Online has never been easier!
Bringing creative sclutions to your home
or business. We simply offer the best
services, at the best prices, with the best
support staff in the areal

shell, the turtle cannot expand its chest to
breathe but must force air in and out of the
lungs by alternately contracting the flank
and shoulder muscles.

Painted turtles feed mainly on plants,
small animais, and some carrion. They also
feed on insects. Lacking teeth, the turtle jaw
has tough, horny plates for gripping food.

Painted turtles are the commonest ...
turtles in the North America, They are also
the most commonly studied freshwater tur-
tles. Painted turtles lack the insulated body
covering, internally regulated body tempera-
ture, and some other features of birds and
mammals.

Painted turtles are used very often in
physiological studies for education in the
¢classroom. Information from http:/animal-
diversity.ummz.umich.edu/accounts/chry-
semys/c._picta$narrative.htmi

68777 Avenue A
Edwardsburg, Ml
616/688-5103

Eagle Lake Marine

has personalized

service and certified
technicians who go the extra mile to ensure that
your boating days are pleasurable

1-888/EAGLE-LA
(1-888/324-5352)
FAX 616/699-7488

Storage H Sales @ Service
Upholstery/Trim Shop

Covers/Tops/Uphostery & More

:Ir.ihﬂ-l‘ltllﬁmre

. HMERCURY DA,
¥ _,
Johnson:
SUTBOAERDS

Boat Covers/Seat




Barker Classified Advertising

FORSALE

HOME AT 63208 Kinsey St. (Birch Lake): Four bed-
reom brick rench with deeded access fo lake, Call
Joyee Really at (616) 476-2370.

WORD PROCESSOR — Same as new. Original box
and directions included. Purchased for $550; asking
$150. Call Bud at 476-2526.

SPINET PIANO — Lyon & Healy; plays well. $400. Cail
Bob at 476-2293.

19587 Bayliner Capri, 85hp Force outboard fraier and
accessoriasd3000 obo, phona (574} 6746755

High efficiency front loading Creda washer & dryer.
Graat for small space. Can be stacked or side by side,

Like new. $500 for both. Call Ben or Vanessa at 476-
8885,

EFOR RENT
Birch Lake cottage, west side. 616-471-7647 or 616-
210740

Birch Lake Home for Rent or Sale, Rent by the weak.
Slaeps 6 Two badroom, Two bath. Dry sauna. Open
concept, Bar, Large Screen TV. Washer, Dryer. Picnic
table/deck Artwork, stained glassflamps desor Contact
Coy Jankowski for viewing. 574 288 4067 or 574 234

the Michiana area. Resume and references provided
upon request. Available immediately, Pleass contact
Stewert Spratt at any of the following: South Bend -
374.232.9731, Celluler - 574.514.0667, Birch Lake -
616.476.2113, E-mail - slsvb@atthi.com

FOUND
Yellow Lab, male, approx. 8-9 yrs. old. Call Jim at 476-
9810.

Raft came fo visit. Aqua Patio brank swim raft washed
up &t Lindenfeld’s on East Shore, Brown fop. Seeit at
63530 Birch Rd, or call 476-2152.

2211 $1000.00 a week, $200.00 deposit.

Canoe for Sale. 17 #. Grumman square stem, excel-
lent condition. Also 4 hp Evirrude, §516-471-7647 or

LOOKING FOR WORK
looking for work...fanacious, puichritudinous, modest
software consultant locking for full time employment in

SERVICES .
Lawn care & More: Grass cutting, leaf raking, deck
cleaning & odd jobs. Cali Scott at 476-1001

616-921-0710
63083 Birch Road
Vandalia, Ml 48095
Curtis
Cleamng Linda & Terry Curtis
Services
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cleaning
816-476-2431
Bonded & Insured
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945
For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most
219 . 3rd St
Eithars NgG15
2 ‘
219/ 293-9571 John Bail, Jr., C.1.C.
FAX 2197 254-8837 Registered Representative

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopclis, Ml 49031

616-445-8838

Y PWE Service
Sealoo Yamaha Kawasaki

r Major & Minor Engine Repair
OMC / Mercruiser

* 27,000 Sq B+ Building

616-445-2191

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky’'s)

iy
l
o
¥ RAVE/Agqua Jump Trampolines
¥ Marina Supplies % Service ¥ Storage
3

* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

* Authorized SHORE STATION
Boat Lift Dealer
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Membership for 2002 (so far)

Andriano, Fred & Stadie
Asire, Marty

Athanas, Thomas & Martha
Ball, John & Jennifer
Barnaby, Dave & Lynne
Beck, Jim & Sally

Bender, Dick

Benjamin, Ritacarc|

Bergan, James & Linda
Bernaciak, Ken & Mary Ellen
Blackwood, Howard & Bsth
Bliler, William & Grace

Blue, Jim & Shirley Anne
Blue, Richard/Krchmar, Sandy
Bolingar, Jim & Debbie
Brovold, Gary & Karen
Brown, Brad

Caenepesl, Shirley
Calderwood, James & Nancy
Carpanter, Bill & Ann (AD)
Carpenter, Dik & Val (AD)
Carpenter, Mildred (D)
Coan, James

Cote, Adrian & Judith
Cowen, Dick & Peggy
Cranmer, Harold & Donna
Cranmer, Steve (F)

Curtis, Teny & Linda

Davis, Daan & Phyllis
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy
Dennert, Larry & Kay
DeYoung, Rich & Beth
DiRutigliano, Dominic & Joyce
Doba, William and Judith
Dobosiewicz, Kevin & Sandra
Drotet, Loretta (D)

Dugan, Terry & Carol
Ebarhart, Gib & Barbara
Eichorst, Doug & Judie
Fillenwarth, Steven & Vicki
Flors, Lanty & Margy (F)
Folay, Bill & Gladys

Foos, James & Carole
Garceau, Bemie & Slair
Golden, Marc & Eileen
Goodin, Betty (F)

Green, Dick & Barb

Greenlg, Bob & Kay Monroe, Nomn & Nancy Troager, Scott & Holly
Groszek, John & Lois Morrison, Bob Troeger, Tom & Pat
Groszek, John {D) Mullin, Rich & Pam Vath, Helen

Harlen, Bruce and Juanita Olson, Dave & Judy Vitale, Phil & Sandy
Harmar, Don & Lind OClson, Jeff & Beth (F) Waddle, Bob & Sue

Harrig, Gwen

Herms, Bob & Ellean
Hombeck, Jack & Merianne
Jones, Vic & Leslie

O'Neill, Bill & Maryann

Papendriz, Sheryl & Covey, Dan
Pariinson, Frank & Elizabeth

Parmell, Dorothy & Niezgodski, Ren &

Wagagoner, Monty & Kris
Wagrer, Bruce & Sue
Weaver, Doug & Julie
Weesner, Keith & Denny

King, Bil, Le & Suzy Kethy White, Phylfis
King, Bob & Leslie (AD) Pletcher, Ruth (F) Williams, Jerry & Mattie
Kinner, Dave & Marge Price, Eilean Williams, Pat & Sue

Klappauf, Raymond, Lee, Carl and
Sandie

Kiimek, Matt & Joyea {D)

Kolber, Chet & Vivian

Kolber, Chris & Barb

Kruggel, Herm & Bev

Quinlan, Steve & Vicki
Reyrolds, Dan & Janet
Rieth, Bud & Louise
Rogers, Tom & Vicki
Russeli, Mike & Paula
Russwurm, Rick & Patti

Wiseman, Terry & Becky
Witchie Ron & Linda
Wosg, Stan & Doreen
Wozniak, Ben & Vanessa
Yoshizawa, Jim & Linda
Zelasko, Millie

Lacy, Tom & Julie Sankey, Joo & Ter Zesinger, Bud & Barb
LaPierre, Chuck & Cheri Santee, Marty & Dotis
Leach, Norma Scofield, John & Laveta Note: These Lakers have paid their dues — if

Lindenfeld, Frederick & Marylynn (F) Sheetz, Harold & Charlene your name is incomeclly spefled or I it has been

Lindzy, Dick & Judy SikorskiManor incorrectly omitted, please contact Phil Vitaio et
. . 476-1680 or (574) 2323735 for correction.
ﬂm;-:?aig:ﬁ SE mmehys’ Jg;f:ray &Denise All members ksted have paic their dues

and donated for fireworks unless noted as fol-

Miller, Jack & Maray Thayer, Jim & Eleneor fows: (O)=dues only, {F)=Fireworks only;
Mofho, Manny & Mery Lu Troeger, Earl & Connie (AD}=Associate Duss.
r-_“-_-----------——-----_—-ﬂ”“_---------1
§ . . z |
' Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions .
4 4
i $____ - BLYC Member Dues ($20/ year) Mail to: g
1 $___ - BLYC Assccizte Member Dues ($10/ year) Holly Troeger, Treasurer i
g $__ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year) 1515 Ash Drive East i
i $ - Building Improvement Fund ] i
B § - Fireworks Display Fund Drop -OE at i
! 63696 Birch Rozd
B §_ - Water Quality Program (call 476-9898) 4
! 8§ - Riparian ($7/yr, provide address for magazine) H
: $_ - Other :
- Total
;S i
i Make checks payable to: Birch Lake Yacht Club 3
‘_—----_--———-—--—----—-——-‘mﬂ““"“—-—_--‘

e
CRS GRI

www.nancy-walker.com

!n today’s compet:twe reel estate market y f";

~Shore Acres

24550 Shiore: Acres R{i

o Cassopolis, Mschsgan 49031
“-Office: {800) 385-2763
“'Residence: (616)476-2515
"ﬁ_Emaﬁ nancywaiker@ realtor.com

B ; tbve?r 47 million soldi

need fresh and creaiwe ways to seii
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