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As warm weather moved in with a
vengeance last week, Birch Lakers

found an aiternative to air condition-
Ing to heat the heat. Pictured above

(from [efi), the Wagners, Dennerts
and Bergans frolic in mid-lake.

Fellow Birch Lakers,
=, o you believe Jume is over?

umn%ﬁr goes far too quickly!

The 4! of July is almost here so
/1 thought ] would share some
b interesting %th YO
Asyou all know the 4% of July is the
celebration of the a.dopuon of the Declar-
ation of Independence by the Second
Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. Only
two men signed the docurnent that day, most
of &he rest signed weeks later on August

MG Of the 56 signers, 24 were lawyers or
jurists, 11 were merchants, and nine were
farmers/plantation owners. Because they
were considered traitors, five were captured
and were tortured before dying. Two lost
sons in the Army, and two others had sons
captured. Twelve had their homes ran-
sacked and burned. Francis Lewis had his
home destroyed and his wife was jailed and
died. John Hart was driven from his dying
wife’s side. He was forced to live in the
woods and caves for a year. He died a few

weeks after retuming home to find it
destroyed, his wife dead and his 13 children
gone. Two others suffered similar fates,
Hearing that his home was being occupied
by British General Comnwallis, Thomas
Nelson, Jr. urged George Washington to
destroy it, which he did. Nelson died bank-
rupt.

All the signers were well-educated,
gentlemen, not rabble-rousing ruffians. All
signed knowing that the penalty would be
death if they were captured. They gave up
their homes, wealth and families because
they valued freedom for themselves, and the
generations to come. S0, when you are pic-
nicking with your families or enjoying the
fireworks, take 2 moment to reflect on what
was given up by those 56 brave men.

Speaking of enjoying the 412 of July
festivities, don’t forget to put the following
on your calendar:

FIREWORKS - 5% at sunset

PARADE - 6t at 3 pm (4 MI)

PANCAKE BREAKFAST -8 —11 am (9-
12 MI} NOTICE the times are different than
last week’s Barker. The brealkfast will be at
the camp and the prices are the same as last

Barker photo by Petti Russwurm

year, $4 for adults, 32 for children 6-10, $¢
tots. (Of course, any additional donations
are appreciated and all proceeds will go 1o
support the camp)

Have a great weekend!

-Commodore Jim

BLYC Calendar

June 29... Kids Craft Day 10 am
July 5....... Fireworks (at dark)

(Rain Day Saturday, 7/8)
July 6....... Boat Parade 3 pm
July 7....... Pancake Breakfast 8-11
July 20.....Beach Party
July 26.....Men’s Golf Quting
Aug. 3.....Women’s Golf Quting
Aug. 7 ... Women's Luncheon
Aug 10....Com and Sausage Roast
Aug. 24 _._.Fall Dinner

NOTE: All parties at the Yacht Club
start at 7 pm unless otherwise noted

SPECIAL NOTICE

The issue of waste water treatment and a
potential Birch Lake sewer system has generated
considerable interest and controversy over the
past few weeks.

Several requests have been received from
Lakers to publish information and individual letters
of opinion. While officers and board of directors
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club, and the editor of
the Barker WILL NOT ENDORSE ANY opinion

on the issue, the Baker will publish opinion lat-
ters that meet the following stipulations:

H All [efters must be signed and the writers must
allow their names {0 be published with the article.
# Letters must be submitted by deadlines listed.
2 All letters must be submitted via e-mail, oron
computer disk in a text format.

& Alf letters must be no more thar 500 words; if
fetters are over 500 words, they will only be pub-
fished on an avaiable fime/space basis, and pro-

viding the author agrees to cover ail additional
costs incurred because of the lefter,

Note: All times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise




Leiters visit North Shore

Mike and Karol (Hemig) Leiter
and their two sons Ethan & CJ will
be staying on the north side this
week. Karol spent summers around
Birch Lake as a youth.

Duck itch vigilance urged

The famed Birch Lake Duck
Itch or Swimmer’s ltch, is in full
bloom, according to Zebra Mussel
gatherers. The skin condition that
characterizes the iteh include a
prickling sensation and red dots.
The inflammation is caused by a
parasitic flatworm fransmitted via

duck and goose faces. The worm
is ingested by snails and later bur-
rows info unsuspecting swimmers.
Treatment consists of fopical
salves and ointments. The condi-
tion disappears after several days.

Mussel Maniacs

Last weekend four Birch Lake
cousins (Toth grandkids) Katie, 13,
Lauren, 10, Patrick, 9, and Conner,
B, collected Zebra mussels for a
penny apiece, In 3 very short fime
they collected a grand fotal of
1,546. Their goal was only 100
when they started, but after a few

Boat Sales

Boat Launch

Boat & PWC Rental
Convenience Store
siip Rental

22230 Maple Street
616-445-383

parkshore’
mﬂ
“Operating on Diamond Lake for 100 Years”

{West Side of Diamond Lake)

marina
o> ilbsocaint ok

PWC Sales

Service

Gas

Consignment Sales
Boat Storage

21945 M-&0
&16-445-3100

www.parkshoremarina.com
QOur #1 Goal is Customer Satisfaction

(&

hours of working, their goal grew to
1,000. Congratulations to the hard
working cousins for collecting 1,546
mussels, surpassing both goals,
and clearing the lake of those insid-
ious lake creatures,

- Katle and Lauren Kesmodel

Stili need mussel muscles!

We still need your help to de-
mussel the Birch Lake beaches.
Remember to submit & count and
claim the penny-apiece bounty to
fund Kid events at the Yacht Club
this summer. Submit the coupon 10
any BLYC Director to credit the Kid
account. The Frethofer family har-
vested what looked to be 2.5 gal-
lons (half of a 5 galion buckst) off
the North shore last Saturday!
Maybe we are going fo have fo
arive af an average per gallon?
After seeing what the tally is for
June we will detsrmine whether the
bounty will be extended info July.

-Bob King

Babysitter sign-up

So Far we've only had one
Laker sign up to babysit — 12 year-
old Amanda Lacy, 476-2102.
Amanda has compieted the Red
Cross Baby-sifting Course and is
ready for your caill.

Don’t forget Golf

There's sfill ime © signup o
play or sponsor at this year's Men's
Goff oufing on July 26. Call Rich at
476-8820 or 574-231-1380 for info.

Barker Kid(s)
of the Week

The Barker is proud to
announce the pre-engagement
of Claire (daughter of Gary &
Karen Broveld) to Peyton
{grandson of Tom & Vickie
Rogers). Watch your mail box
for invitation to this union
sometime in 2027, Aren’t they
the cutest couple?!

144

QOvwmer - John Gableman

Seif storage Sizes available: 160 x 10 fi.
¢ Home 0x15H.
o Boat 10x20 4.
e Auto

e Trailer

Corner of M-60 and Lawis Lake Rd,
(616) 476-2132

4] Phil Vitale
(= PUbE_Sh.ing Inc.

Birch Lake’s resource for
B Writing and Editng B Deskiop Publishing
BB Photography B Publishing Services
B Design B Websites
B Graphic Asts B E-mail newsletters

Proud Mentber of the Birch Lake Yacht Club

TOOLING

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

— (574) 255-5176

MFG

— (574) 255-5350

Have A Safe and Fun Summer!
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BLYC Sailing News

Last Sunday
Tom Howard
retumned to his win-
ning ways by taking
2 first place finishes
in the Sumfish “A”
Fleet. In the “B”

Fleet Chad Plaia
proved that he is
leaming fast by fin-
1sh1ng 15t in both

“good job
Chad”.

So far our new
Sunfish “B” Fleet is
off to a slow start
with only 3 boats
participating, It
would be greatto
see more boats join-
ing in the races. As

up of sailors with
less experience.
This means that
anybody can come
out and sail compet-
ing with sailors who
are at the same skill
level, so dust off
that old boat and
come out and enjoy
the fun of sailing,

Don Harman

*Over 40 years experience

B COMPLETE BODY REPAIR
B ALL MECHANIC WORK

B AUTO PAINTING
H GLASS REPLACEMENT
I RADIATOR SERVICE
B FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES
B WE USE THE LATEST PAINTS

FREE ESTIMATES!

476-2441

SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO
BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN EAST TO END OF ROAD
15674 BROWNSVILLE RD., VANDALIA

I stated before the Fleet Captain
“B” Fleet is made
EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP

Sailing Results

Week of June 23 and season standings

Sailor Raced4 Race2 Race3d Average Place
MC's

H. Cranmer 15t g8t 1563 and
D. Haman 3 2nd 1493 rd
R. Harmen 2nd 3rd 1547 ond
Phil Vitale DNS  DNS 1430 4th
Sunfish “A"

J. Bolinger DNS  DNS 1483 ath
T, Howard 18t g8t 1565 2nd
D. Olson 3rd 3 1368 sth
Russwurr gth 4th 1358 6

S. Troeger ond - ond 1524 3rd
D. Weaver sth DN 1332 7t
D. Troeger DNS DNS 1610 Ist
Sunfish *B

J. Meyer ond  pnd 1557 2nd
S. Vitale DNS  DNS 1454 4th
C. Flaia g8t 1st 1584 1st
S. Plaia DNS  DNS 1531 3d
CATS’

8. King DNS  DNS 1571 18t tie
D. Weaver DNS  DNS 457 18t tjo

images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

- Vandalia, Mi 48085

63630 Birch Rd.

(574) 273-5025
(616) 4769225
fax (616) 476-9555

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

N

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

FIRST A

FINANCIAL SERVECES

500 Park Blvd. e Itasca, lilinois 60143

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C o

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0%820
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The Best of

Beck’s Bistro

Braised Green
Bearnis and
Tomatoes

1 Tlbs olive oil

1 Lb green beans, trimmed and cut
on diagonal info 2 inch lengths

3 cloves garlic, minced

2 1sp grated lemon pesl

1 cup canned crushed tomatoes

2 This honsy

3l tsp salt

112 tsp oregano

1/4 tsp cinnamon

1 Thbis lemon juice

In a large skillet, heat the oil
over medum-low heat Add the
green beans and cook, tossing
cccasionally until beans begin to
soften, about 5 minutes. Add garfic
and lemon peel, cook until the gar-
lic has softened, about 2 minutes,

Sfir in tomatoes, honey, salf,
cregano, and cinnamon and cook,
stiming frequently until the green
beans are tender and the sauce is
glossy, about 5 minutes longer. St
in the lemon juice,

Makes 4 servings.

Onion-Garlic Chicken

4 chicken breasts (bone in)

1 Tlbs ofive oil or vegetable oif

2 medium onions, sliced

§ cloves garlic, minced

1/3 cup packed brown sugar

2 Tihs white wine vinegar or cider
vinegar

Rinse chicken with cold water
and pat dry with paper towels. Heat
oif in medium non-stick skiflet over
med-low heat Add onions and gar-
fic, mix well. Cook and sfir 6-8 min-
utes, or uniil soft. Sfir in sugar and

vinegar untl
dissolved.
Cook and sfir 7- 9 minutes or
until liquid evaporates. Remove
from heat, Place chicken, bone side
down, in a 9x13 baking dish coated
with non-stick spray. Spread onion
mixfure evenly over chicken. Cover
loosely with foil. bake =t 450 for 20-
25 minutes or unftil chicken is done.

Makes 4 servings.

Shop UNION MARKET

(616) 641-5861

156940 US 12 West, Union, Mi

Open Daily: 7am-10 pm Ml, 6 am -9 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deii Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Videos

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Bait & Tackle

15573 US. 12
Union, MI 45130

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

lark The Painter

14525 Chapel Hili Street « Union, Mi 48130
Phone: 816-841-5238

Greetings Birch Lake Campers! Do you
need, want or desire a quality >
painter this summer?

Does your home or cot-

N
7

4 Mi. Eastof Unipn {0 Baldwin Prairie Rd Twm North
132 M. to comer of Chapel Hill Street.

Sunday Services: %nday S}fzoot 9:30 am tage have a need for
orstip Hour  '10:45 am some fixing up? | am
Evening Service  6:00 pm now booking jobs for the sum-
Woednasday: égmaﬁth ;Ega pm mer of 2002...dates will go fast. *
Kie Club LY gm | have references on Birch Lake,

why not give Mark a call today!!!

1-574-288-3307

Come worship with us

32502 M-62 West

When you’re ready to sell your lake property,
Dowagiac, Michigan 45047 . o,

we make it easy to find buyers because we're
the specialists in Southwest Michigan, Serving
over 70 Jakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive
marketing program, called Direct Lake Property M. arketing.

So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

VISIT OUR WEB S AT http //www jerdon.net

(616) 782-4000




With our beautiful lake so
clean and invifing, your dog may
want fo go for a dip. Maybe just to
cool off. Most dogs take fo the
watsr like ducks, butif he's newto
swimming, you'll want fo make
sure hie can swin,

Never just throw him into the
water, and always supervise his
water acfivities.

Stand in shallow water and
call to your dog. You may want o
coax him with a foy or a reat.

Your dog should use alf four
lags to doggie paddle. If he pad-
dles with just his front paws, lift

his rear legs fo help him float.
He'll quickly understand that he
needs all his legs to swim.

Swimming is strenuous to
any creature notused to it, so
don't let your dog swim fer teo
long. And watch out for sfrong
waves. Doggle [ife jackefs are at
pet stores for those dogs that like
fo take their boat out 1o the center
of the ake and tie up to other
boats to just float with the noodle
people.

Stay cool.

-Fido's Friend

Ready to teach your Fido to Swim?

Too cute to omit

This is Oscar
Wilson, a 9 week-
old schnoodle that
is the "granddog”
of Dean and Phyllis
Davis. He has
been boating and
swimming, and he
loves to be at Birch
Lake.

P.G Box 155
Vandalia, Michigan 49095

Carry-out
Feods

38 Years in Business!

Finest Foed in Michiana

Phone (616) 476-9606

Closed Monday & Tuesday

Wednesday-Saturday
3:30pm to 11 pm

Sunday
4pm-9pm

TOM’S GAR.

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

24-HOTUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART

SAM TO 7:30 PM (M) SUNDAY THRU THURSDBAY
8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:3¢ TO 12:30 (M)
**[OM * BETTY * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

SI. EVANS FIREWORKS

13421 MCKINLEY HIGHWAY

MISHAVAKA, IND 46545
574 256-5988

AREAS TARGEST SUPPLIER
AT'THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCHIAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR

20% DISCOUNT
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES

WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW

Lioyd Vaughn
Dwner

LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHICAN & INDIANA
Aczepting VISA & MASTERCARD

7ol
VISA

||

54648 M-62 5. - CASSOPOLIS

SPORT’S MARINE

We Service: WE SELL:
I UAIGUPONTOONS o
JOHNSON ome D FENTA 69545 SUNSET BLVD. SKEETER BASSBOATS
EVINRUDE UNION, MICHIGAN 49130  MERCURY MOTORS
_ EZ LOADER TRAILERS
PHONE: 616/ 641-2154 STARR BOAT LIFTS, PIERS
FAX: 616 / 641-5993 & PIER PARTS

WEB SITE: friboats.com

Customer Satisfaction Comes First

EMAIL triboats.com@predigy.net
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BIRCH LAKE MANAG NT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committee
Dan & Janet Revhnolds, Pxiti & Rick Russwurm, Bob & Gertie Temple

June 2002 / Report 45

1999 Cooperative Lakes Monjforing Program Director ML&SA, Don Winne.
mary’Report
Secchi Disk Transparency (feet) Carlsga TSISD (transparency) 38 RS - Don represented Birch Lake when serious deterioration was
Ty identi ee Maager, Director, Cass County Health Department.
A study show Bat the problem was caused by excessive phospho-
rus loading from ovVeghalf of the lakefront septic systems.

Annual § _'.--,'. mary Report 1994 - The program was cOrqpleted with the upgrading of all systems

Secchi Disk Transparency (fee#) Carlson TSISD (transparency) 35 that needed upgrading and the Usterioration process of Birch Lake
Total Phosphorus (ug/1) Cazldon TSITP (summmer TP) 34 was reversing. Summer blooms of Blpe green algae disappeared.
Chlorophyll a (ug/1) Carlsos TSICHL (chlorophyll} 37 Water clarity increased.
2000 Cooperative Lakes Monritoring Program 1995 - Dan Reynolds, Water Quality Commuitige Chairman, called
Annual Summ_ary.Report Steve Norton, Surface Water Quality Division,|DEQ.

limnion into mid-summer. By August oxygen  Below is a paragraph taken from Mr. Norton's/
c£pest waters, but the upper hypolimnion retains some '

oxygen even injo September. “If there were a source of fecal waste entergng the lake on a regular
basis, you would not only see a rise in thg/bacterial count, you
2001 Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program would also see a rise in weed and algalfrowth. On both of my visits
Annual Summary Report to the lake I noted how clear the waterfwas. Water clarity is reduced
Secchi Disk Trapsparency (feet) Carlson TSISD (transparency) 35 when there is an abundance of algae juspended in the water. Of all
Total Phosphoruy (ug/1) Carlson TSITP {(summer TP) 32 the lakes I kave visited, Birch Lake Had by far the best water clarity.
Chiorophyll a (ug/1} Carlson TSICHL (chlorophyll) 37 What was ever more astonisking wab the fact that it still retained
: this clarity into late August when mpst lakes have lost clarity due to
2001 Qooperative Lakes Monitoring Program the warmer water and favorable enyironment for the growth of
Axnnual Summary Report algae.” -
The Aquat:ic Plant Magping Project revealed moderate plant popula-
tions consisting of good it of species. Curly-leaf pondweed Based upon the exceptional water ¢larity and the lack of a weed and
identified. Eurasian Milfoil not fouhq. algae problem in 1995, based uponkhe Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program tests in 1999, 2000, 2001, bvaluated by Environmental and

June 20, 2002
Don Winne, Executive Director Michigan L
Associations:

Water Quality Specialists, do you agree that work done over the last
ke and Stream 17 years has maintained the integrity of Birch Lake?
-g.temple

CLMP tests Birch Lake is Oligotrophic based on lake phosphes
Secchi disk , dissoived oxygen, chlorophyll o, and Aguatic
Plants. These are current findings of Birck Lake 1999 through 2001.
These are evaluated by Ralph Bednary, Howard Wandell and Dr.
Niles Kevern.”

No-phosphorous Fertilizer still available

The Water Quality dents to use on their lawns.
Committee of the Birch Lake ; The 50-1b. bags are available
Yacht Club has reported they / from Bob Temple and Dan
still have bags of no-phos- Reynolds, and cost just $10
Bireh Lake would not be the Oligotrophic lake that it is today without horous fertilizer for resi- per bag.
all the information given the Temples over the years by Executive
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Part I

Last Saturday night about 10 pam., I said
my good-mights to those stll in attendance at
the Vice Commodore’s Cocktail Party, and
headed up the hill alongside the Yacht Club
building. It was as dark as the center of
Saddam Hussein’s heart, and I was grateful
for the guiding light provided by an open
trunk that shone like a beacon near the spot
where I'd left our car.

Four teenage girls were intent on finding
somethimg in that trunk and they paid no
attention to me as I passed by, but by the
time 1 turned the key in my ignition, they had
finished their search and were headed for the
East side of the yacht club property. 1 caught
them with my headlights and I heard one of
the girls squeal. The others laughed.
Someone waved and I waved back, though I
knew they couldn’t s¢e me in the glare of the
lights. “May you always be that Light-heart-
ed,” I sald, “and may you always have that
much fun.”

At least one of the girls was smoking a
cigarette, or so it seemed from my vantage
point. Ithought about the time when I began
smoking, and shook my head at that voung
girl’s folly, and at how casually I had once
strolled into 2 habit that would cost me 2
small fortune and deliver a bushel full of
trouble before I got rid of it.

I had just graduated from high school
and I was desperate for three things in my
life: independence from my family, accept-
ance from the kids X knew, and some evi-
dence that I was finally becoming a cool and
manly dude. Iwasn’tajock I was one of
those boys who got good grades without
working at it too hard, who acted in school
plays, and who got elected to Student
Council. You know the type, skinny and
angular, a writer and a talker and loaded with
good manners for girls and adults. The tough
guys thought I was a sissy and the athletes

Iry It, Yo

thought I was boring. Girls liked me because
I danced well and I could make them laugh,
but the girls I dated were not always the ones
1 pined for.

Obviously I needed a schtick, a totem of
manliness or at least of impending maturity,
to boost my self-esteem and to make a state-
ment to those around me. Drinking wasn’t
my thing, though I would tip a brew ortwe
1o jolly myself up on 2 Saturday night. Dope
wasn’'t much of an option either, because no
one I knew used it or sold it, and if it had
been available I would have been afraid of
“reefer madness™ or some such thing.

That left stnoking cigareties as the prime
candidate to help me transform myself from
Joe Geek into Mr. Smooth. Most of the older
guys I knew whom I would have put on my
“cool” list smoked and drank, and lighting up
scemed to ¢nhance their aura, so I took the
plunge and bought a pack of Kools.

The first puff of mentholated smoke
went through my head like a snort of super-
heated dry ice. Dry and raw, why did anyone
smoke these things? I coughed and devel-
oped a runny nose, but I worked my way
through three packs in six days, and by the
time I was ready to invest in a carton, I'd
become a smoker.

B was the summer of 1955, long before
the Surzeon General’s first report, and years
before anyone would suggest that cigarettes
were killers. I don™t know how much differ-
ence it would have made if I had known of
the nexus between smoking and heart dis-
ease, lung cancer, emphysema, coropary
artery disease, ete. etc. but I can honestly say,
I didn’t realize that cigarettes would do any
permanent damage to my health. In addition
1o that, I was 18 years old and death was not
anywhere on my radar screen.

My mother had been a smoker all of my
life, and kke all smokers she had her passions
and her rituals. Never Iit up until she’d eaten

1l Like It

By The WordRunner

in the morming, always two cigareties in a
chain after cach meal, had her favorite ash-
tray, carried it and her lighter and her open
pack from room to room as she moved about
the house, NEVER ran out, even if it meant
an extra trip to some store late in the evening.
I’d watched and I'd wondered, “Are those
things really worth all that bother?”

They weren't, but they demanded it, and
as I soon discovered, the habit takes a seat at
the center of your life. My friends and I
talked about smolking almost as much as we
smoked. We argued for the superiority of our
favorite brands, and told stories of dropped
cigarettes in 2 moving car, and of smoking
butts from an ashtray on mornings when
we'd exhausted our inventories. We bumnt
holes in our clothes; we smelled of stale
smoke every day, and we lost our youthful
fitness within a few months of taking up the
habit.

Very soon we smoked not only because
we wanted to, but becanse we had to — any
lag time beyond twenty minutes after stub-
bing one out would flood the brain with
Instructions to get the next one going. But
hey, I could guit any time I wanted to quit,
right? Tune in next week for that chorus of
Blue’s blues.

Good Group Rates and
Mulfi-Pelicy Discounts on
Home, Aute, Life & Boat

~ Imsurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Cali us for a guick quote”

15479 U.S. 12
P.O.Box 74 {616) 641-5995
Union, MI 49130 Fax {616) 641-5787

FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB

ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

DINING ROCM
OFEN TO PUBLIC

CoantrgQlick

Receptions B Business Lunches E Parties |

Cal
to reserve for

BN BARARRAREAVARARIRRTARNAL

LOOK FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

% LAY BLUES

1. MICHAEL BLUE

3 Lady Blues + 12 |

You can order any of these books at any bookstore or
online at Amazon.com or Bamesé&Noble.com.

+12

- A Miclkd Garrity Mystery

A Collection of 15 Short Stories

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE
That Birch Lake s own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

A Favor For Zodiac

For More Information Visit Jim's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 478-2708 to order an autographed book

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to The Birch Lake Yacht Club
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The early evening
sky is alive with creepy crawlers: snakes, 2
dragon, a lizard, and a big, easy-to-find
scorpion. The most ancient of the creepy
crawlers is Draco, the celestial dragon.

Draco, is putting in just about its best
evening-sky appearance for the year right
now, It stands high in the north not long
after darkness falls, wrapping around the
stars of the Lattle Dipper. When Drace
was first drawn, several thousand years
ago, it incorporated parts of both Ursa
Major and Ursa Miner, the bears.

Draco is one of those constellations
often recognized by name but seldom iden- Dipper.

Stu’s Star Stuff

tified in the sky, principally because it is
faint — 3rd and 4th-magnitude stars com-
prise the snaky body. Early evening this
time of year the dragon is nicely placed for  pole star. Thuban hardly stands out: hun-
viewing. Start with 2nd-magnitude
Eltanin, the brightest of the group. First
locate Vega, the brightest star in the east,
about halfway up. Eltanin is 15 degrees
(1-1/2 fists) to the upper left of Vega. The
winding body drops down to almost the
height of the North Star, the end of the
handle on the Little Dipper, then curves
back up and over the cup of the Little
Dipper, passing between it and the Big

About 5,000 years
ago, during the reign of the pharaohs,
Thuban, one of the stars in Draco, was our

dreds of other stars outshine it. Yet back
then, it indicated true north. Now, Vega is
getting ready to take its turn - but not for 2
couple more thousand years.

Look for Draco this evening while
you’re out in the vard around the fire pit.
And enjoy the show It’s free.

-Stewart Spratt

“Since 19787
B3021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK
at Birch Lake Broker
Vandaliz, M} 48095 Phone Fax {616} 476-2370

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks

Water Purnps Disposals Sinks

softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers

Iron Filters Faucets Wintarization
74) 295-863;

Lucense #CP81041498 License #81-07776

THE TAN SHOP / :

Simonton Lake Pioaza
51523 S.R 19 N, - Elkhart, IN 46514

Ultrabronz High Pressicre Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schoolcraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a {isting of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.comm

\zy’ e only thing te-
ovedook &
Gister Lake

Steaks - Seafood
Spraits

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, M 49093

(616) 279-7984

BmNz CONSTRUCTION

Licensed General Contractor
Roofing ¢ Siding
Residential Remodeling

No Job Too Small
18 years Experience @ Free Estimates

f%} Proudly Serving Birch Lake
B For 13 Years

Seasonal Pier
Installation & Removal
Average 520 a section

All New Custom Piers

Insured

Jeff Bienz (Owner)
Phone: (616} 476-2517

14351 Harvey St., Vandakiz, MI 49095

Page 8



You've heard the craze
about the Red Hat Society
which started after Jenny Joseph
wrote the poern “Warning”. We
are bringing a version of this
fun-filled society to the Ladies
of Birch Lake for our Ladies
Tea on Wednesday August 7th.

The Red Hat Society began
a3 a result of a few women
deciding to greet middle age
with verve, humor, and enthusi-
asm. They believe silliness is
the comedy relief of life, and
since we are all m it together,
we might as well join red-
gloved hands and go for the

gusto together. Undemeath the
frivolity, we all share 2 bond of
affection, forged by common
life experiences and a genuine
enthusiasm for wherever hife
takes us next.

The only rule of the

Society 1s that you must wear 2 Tickets

red hat and a clashing purple for the “Red

ensemble at all events to addto  Hot Summer”

the element of fim. The excep- Ladies Tea,

tion to the rule is if you are will be available for purchase
under 50 years of age youare to  during the BLYC Pancake

wear a pink hat and lavender Breakfast. There will be a limit-

ed number of tickets and tickets
will not be sold at the door on

dress until the BIG 50. 8O
Ladies, if your planning to

attend this years “Red Hot the day of the event.

Surnmer Tea”, start rummaging ‘Watch the Barker for fur-
through your closets or better ther details on this event.

vet head out and go shopping at The “Red Hot Summer

the many resale shops in the Ladies Tea Committee: Darlene
area to find that perfect RED Troyer, MaryAnn Q’Neil, Helen
HAT Prizes will be award for Toth and Denny Weesner

the Best Red Hat!

A Design / Build Firm

= Roof to basement - inside and out

» Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
» Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

» Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

* Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
» Painting - interior and exterior

» Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
» We do windows

» Spring and fall yard clean up
* Tree and shrub trimming
e Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
¢ Firm quotes for all jobs

» Fully insured

» No job too big or too small

» Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

» Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

* Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

69608 Sunset Bivd. Custom BumLpEers, Inc.
Union, M
universal designs for accessible living
616-641-5317 Onion, M t300z2 1-888-641-9205
andyman Repairs Properity Management

* Reliable caretaker

» Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
» Periodically checks your property

» Provides second home peace of mind

« Call for all lake property requirements

Dave’s Residential Services |

(616) 476-2797; Wirgless (616) 362-0724
dhardisty@beanstalk.net
Emergency Service Avallable 24/7 .
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Foreign pests threaten to prey on state’s trees

Wondering whaf's happening to
all the wonderful trees surrounding
Birch Lake? Well our increased
global trading is igniting it; most par-
ticularly CHINA the threat posed by
exotic pests and diseases is groater
than ever to Michigan's nearly 20
million acres of forest or 53 percent
of the state. Our ecosystems are
being greatly affected by our global
trading and the introduction of for-
eign commodities into this country,
Many of the new species of insects
and diseases are being introduced
from China because of China's simi-
lar climate to North America. Some
have already arrived and in Chicago
jn 1998 the Asian long hormed bee-

tles have arrived on
woaden packing 4
material and 5,700 § £\
freas have been QG el
lost.... but ongs the L€
beetls is thers the % ’U
only choice is to
desfroy a prospect that
could decimate forested land,
Ancther threal is beech bark diseass
which has been found through out
the state, Caused by exotic scale
insact that attaches to beech trees
and makes holes that are penstrated
by a fungus.

And probably the most visible
effected tree that has been seen dis-
fressed if not completely dead is the

\, beloved Dogwood. Currently there

is a very aggressive foreign fun-
% gus (anthracnoss) that is affect-
| ing or native and omamental

B flowering dogwoods. Discoverad
@7 inthe 1970s. |t has killed thou-
¥ sands of dogwoods through out the

stale and is believed to have besn
introduced thru nurseries.
Confirmation of Dogwood
Anthracnose

Dogwood anthracnose ¢an be
difficult to diagnose. If you suspsct
your dogwood is infested by anthrac-
nose, it is advisable to bring or send
a sample to your county extsnsion
cffice or to the Plant and Pest
Diagnostic Laboratory, 1155 LSPS,

Purdus University, West Lafayette.
IN 47907-1155. Several branches
with symptomatic leaves or twigs
should provide enough diseased tis-
sue to make an accurate diagnosis.

It not just about the trees dying
but the animals, birds and mammals
that rely on beech treas for food and
nesting these are the long-term
impacts. So &s your out looking for
your latest purchase at your local
Wal-Mart or discount store think
about the foraign exotic pasts, ¢rit-
{ers and diseases that may be trav-
aling back with you to the most won-
derful place in the Midwest ... Birch
Lake.

Woodsy

Gefting Online has never been easier!
Bringing creative solufions 1o your home
or business. We simply offer the best
services, at the best prices, with the best
support siaff in the areal

Eagle Lake Marine

hasg personalized

service and certified
technicians who go the extra mile to ensure that
your boating days are pleasurable

68777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA

Edwardsburg, M! {1-888/324-5352)

616/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7488 o
g

www.eaglelakemarine.com

fgua

Ryt TN

Storage ® Sales B Service

Upholstery/Trim Shop
Boat Covers/Seat
Covers/Tops/Uphostery & More

:Ir.Iluw W Eayre

SUTBOARDES

Fatte porem prae
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Barker Classified Advertising

FOR SALE
Slalorm Ski For Sale. Kidder Pro MX 67 Double Boot,
Adj. Fin $180 or best offer. Call Tom at 476-8349,

For Sale: Vagabond 14 sail boat (14-foot daysaller),
Cail Pat at 478-2578.

HOME AT 63208 Kinsey St. (Birch Lake): Four bed-
room brick ranch with deeded access to lake, Call
Joyee Realty at (616) 476-2370.

WORD PROCESSOR — Same as new. Original box
and directions included. Purchased for $550; asking
$150. Call Bud at 476-2526.

SPINET PIANG - Lyon & Healy; plays well. $400. Call
Bob at 476-2293.

1887 Bayliner Capri, 85hp Farca outhoard trailer and

aceassores$3000 obo, phone (574) 6746755

Canoe for Sale. 17 f Grumman sguare stern, excal-
lent condition. Also 4 hp Evinrude. 618-471-7647 or
816-821-0710

High efficiency front loading Crada wesher & dryer,
Great for small space. Cen be stacked or side by side.
LUika new. 3500 for both. Call Ben or Vanessa at 476-
8885,

FOR SALE: 16” Boys Bike with training wheels -
Like New $20. East Side. 476-2166,

FOR RENT
Birch Lake cottage, west side. 516-471.7647 or 616-
9210710

83083 Birch Road
Vandalia, M! 48085
Curtis
Cleaning | Lingaa Temy Curtis
Services
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cleaning
616-476-2431
Bonded & insured
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945
For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most
218 8. 3rd 8L
Einien Hiag1s
$19) 263-9571 John Ball, Jr., C.LC.
FAX 210/ 294-6937 Registered Representative

Birch Lake Home for Rent or Sala. Rent by the week,
Slesps & Two bedroom, Two bath. Dry sauna, Open
concept, Ber, Large Screen TV. Washer, Dryer. Picnic
table/deck Artwork, steined glass/lamps decor Contact
Coy Jankowski for viewing. 574 298 4067 or 574 234
2211 $1000.00 a week, $200.00 deposit,

SERVICES
Lawn care & More: Grass cutting, leaf raking, deck
cleaning & odd jobs. Call Scott at 476-1001

CREW WANTED]

After flipping my Hobie a couple weeks ago | neglected
{o thank the Freihofer family for helping me right the
boat (& the other twe boats that came to my rescue),
Also, it is clear that over 15 knots | need mors ballast -
who woulda thunk i

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, Ml 48031

616-445-8838

* PVWCE Service

Bealboe Yamaho Kawasaki
Mo jor & Minor Engine Repair

OMC / Bercruiser

* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

616-445-2191

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky’'s)

* RAVE/Agqua J'Lemp Frampoliines
* Marina Supplies  Service * Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

. % Authorized SHORE STATION
Boat Lift Decler
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Membership for 2002 (so far)

Andriano, Fred & Stacie Greenig, Bob & Kay McNames, Kathieen Steffon, Tim & irene
Asire, Marty Groszele, John & Lois Minix/Bargan Stevens, Pat
Athanas, Thomas & Martha Groszek, John (D) Mitier, Jack & Mardy Thayer, Jim & Eleneor

Ball, John & Jennifer
Bamaby, Dave & Lynne

Harian, Bruce and Juanita
Hareman, Don & Lind

Motho, Manny & Mary Lu
Monroe, Norm & Nancy

Tjaden, Jm & Juani (F}
Tom's Garage

Beck, Jim & Sally Harris, Gwen Worrison, Bob Troeger, Earl & Cennie
Bender, Dick Herms, Bob & Eiken Mullin, Rich & Pam Troeger, Scott & Holly
Benjamin, Ritacarol Hornbeck, Jack & Marianne Q' Brien, Joe & Elzabeth Troeger, Tom & Pat
Bergan, James & Linda HorvathVanHufel Qlson, Dave & Judy Valentijn, Nico & Lynnette

Bernaciak, Xen & Mary Ellen
Blackwood, Howard & Beth
Bliter, William & Grace

Blue, Jim & Shirley Anne
Blue, Richard/Krchmar, Sandy
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie
Bouwkarnp, David & Margaret
Broveld, Gary & Karen

Brown, Brad Kolber, Chris & Barb Rasmussen, Buzz & Linda White, Phyllis

Burket, Edythe (F} Krugge!, Herm & Bev Reynolds, Dan & Janet Williams, Jemy & Mattie

Caenepeel, Shirley Kuhn/Temple Rleth, Bud & Louise Wiliiams, Pat & Sue

Calderwood, James & Nancy Lacy, Tom & Julie Regers, Tom & Vieki Wiseman, Temy & Becky

Carpenter, Bill & Ann (AD) LaPierre, Chuck & Cheri Russeli, Mike & Paula Witchie Ron & Linda

Carpentar, Dik & Val (AD) Leach, Norma Russwurm, Rick & Patfi Wos, Stan & Doreen

Carpenter, Mildred (D) Leatherman, Dennis, Phylfis & Judy Sankey, Joe & Ter Wozniak, Ben & Vanessa

Coan, James Lindenfeld, Fraderick & Marylynn {F) Santee, Marly & Doris Yoshizawa, Jim & Linda

Cote, Adrian & Judith Lindzy, Dick & Judy Scofisld, John & Laveta Zelasko, Millie

Cowen, Dick & Peggy Luecht, Bill & Patty Sheetz, Harold & Charlens Zesinger, Bud & Barb

Cranmer, Harold & Donna Lyzen, Bill & Rita {F) Sikorskiffanor

Cranmer, Stove (F) Machalleck, Mike & Katha Smitley, Jefirey & Denise

Curtis, Terry & Linda McCay, Lary & Deb Spratt, Stewart & Kim

Custard, Phillp & Betsy

Davis,D@n&P?fyIJrs r—————-u.m—-—--————-——tm————-.-—-‘—————n--—m—q

DeCoclar, Tom & Nancy ' Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions l
art, Lany & Kay ] I

DeYoung, Rich & Beth 1 B

DiRutlghiane, Dominic & Joyoe 1 $ - BLYC Member Dues ($20/ year) Maii to: i

ggzsﬂfi ?(Z?ﬁiug]g’ama 1 S - BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10/ year) Holly Troeger, Treasurer "

Drolet, Loretta (D) g S - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year) 1516 Ash Drive East 1

Dugan, Terry & Carol g S - Salling Fees ($15/yean) Eikhart, IN 48514 i

Eberhart, Gib & Barbara g 3 - Building Imprevement Fund B

Eichorst, Doug & Judie s - Fireworks Disolay Fund Drop off at:

Filterawarth, Steven & Vick P spEy 63696 Birch Road .

Flora, Larry & Margy (F) I 5. - Water Quality Progrgm (call 476-9898) i

Foley, Bil & Gladys P8 - Riparian ($7/yr, provide address for magazine) g

Foos, James & Carovle S - Other g

Freihofer, Fred & Carol (D) i _ 1

Garceau, Bemie & Biair S Total

Golden, Marc & Yeen g ,

Goodin, Batly (F) ] ]

Gotstein, Michael & Margarat g Make checks payable to; Birch Lake Yacht Club i

Jones, Vic & Lesfie

Katz, Larry & Carrie (AD & FW)

King, Bill, Le & Suzy

King, Bob & Leslie (AD)

Kinner, Dave & Marge

Klappauf, Raymond, Les, Carl and Sandie
Klimnek, Matt & Joyee ()

Kolber, Chet & Vivian

Cison, Jeff & Beth {F)

O'Neill, Bitt & Maryann

Papendria, Sheryl & Covey, Dan
Parkinson, Frank & Elizabeth

Pamell, Dorothy & Niezgodskd, Ron & Katiry
Pletcher, Ruth (F)

Price, Elleen

Quinlan, Steve & Vicki

Vath, Helen

Vitale, Phil & Sandy
Waddle, Beb & Sue
Waggorer, Monty & Kris
Wagner, Brucs & Sue
Weaver, Doug & Julie
Woeesner, Keith & Denny
Went, John & Roma {F)

CHS,;"GRI

Nancy Walkér

- Shore Acres .
24550 Shote Acres Rd
* - . Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
- Office: {800} 365-2763
- Residerice: (616) 476-2515
'-'."-_Emaﬂ nancywaiker@ reaiter.com

o Ovér 47 million sold!
www.nancy-walker.com L
En today S ccmpet:twe reai estate market you negd fresh. ancf creahve ways to seii
.and buy homes. That's why itsa goed idea to'use @ reai_ : staie agerit whd?u?iy
understands the iatest techmques that get resutts R

Fma pmfesssonal real estaie agent for RE/MA& So‘
_ iive and hard-wozkmgmdmdua! to :epresent'you
Lo seﬁmg a home, piease caii me tc-day 'F esh ;6eas are my specsaity"'

lf you re icokmg fu: an;nnova- -

_Siricereiy, :
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