A Publication for the Members of Birch Lake Yacht Club

Velume Nize, July 20, 2002

ers,
7 hat a week! Last weekend
was another beauty! During
May’s cold and rain, who
would have thought we would
s end up having so many beauti-
ful days this summer. The weather was per-
fect for John and Nyla Erhardt’s wedding
(and celebration after) on the lake last
Saturday. Congratulations and best wishes
to you both!

The BLYC dirsctors met on Saturday
and the good news is that a committes was
formed to look into repairing the bathrooms
at the Yacht Club! We would like to thank
Tom Rogers for taking the time to repair the
Yacht Club eaves that had been tom down.

This weekend will be another special
one around the lake. The 4™ of July
Regatta that was a “no blow” was re-sched-
ule'ﬂ for today and tomorrow, making it the

of July Regattal With the luck {or no
Tuck) we have had this year, we thought a
sacrifice to King Aeolus, the god of wind,
might be in order. According to Homer’s

Hello Birch La

Odyssey, Aeolus gave Odysseus a bag of
wind so that he could control] the wind on
the seas. I thought the Fleet Captain could
surely use that! So, for the sacrifice, in lieu
of a live chicken, we thought maybe a 10
piece order of KFC might work.

Tonight, put on your Hawatian shirts,
sarongs, grass skirts, or what have you, and
join us for the Jimmy Buffett Tropical
Beach Party! The margarita machine will
be chuming and CDs tuming, so join us for
alot of fim. We may even have some limbo
later in the evening if the margaritas do their
thing! We will be doing our best to turn the
Yacht Club into an island paradise (though
the cleaning staff drew the line at covering
the floor with a few yards of sand like I
wanted) so be sure to come! Bring with you
an appetizer to share, perhaps something
tropical, like with coconut (7).

Some upcoming things to be sure to put
on the calendar:

Birch Lake Garage Sale the 27th

Com and Sausage Roast — August 10th

Kids All Day — August 1751 More info
[ater but there will be craft events in the
morning followed by the Kid Regatta in the
afternoon — fun for the kids all day!

BLYC Calendar

July 20.....Beach Party

July 26.....Men's Golf Outing

July 27.....Garage Sale 8 am - 2 pm
July 27 ... Kids Sport Event

Aug. 7 ....Women's Luncheon
Aug. 3.....Women’s Golf Quting
Aug 10....Com and Sausage Roast
Aug 17 .....BLYC Board Meeting
Aug 17 .....Kidz Regatta

Aug 17 .....Kids Event — TieDye
..Fali Dinner

NOTE: All parties at the Yacht Club
start at 7 pm unless otherwise noted

Do we know how to have a good time
or what? Please make the most of your
weekends at the lake by meeting all your
neighbors at one or all of our lake celebra-
tions! We love to have new acquaintances
become old friends!!

~-Commodore Jim

Note: Al times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise



irch L

Puppy found at camp launched water balloons from a cate-  will be a parly at the club at 10 fol- hitp:/fwww.gotowaiheke.co.nz/mar-
Wednasday moming a small pult {thanks to the handiwork of Mike  lowed by the Regatta at 2 pm. kefplace. him.
dog wandered into Camp Russel]), squirted each other (and Details will follow. Hope to see all the lvana posted the Beer Scooter
Tannadoonah ttrough the main any adult who stood st for long kids therel story to the Saifing Forums at
entrance. He is all black and appears  enough) with water pistols, and -Paulz Russeli  hitp:/www.2003ac.com.
to sfill be a puppy. He was wearinga  drenched each other by any means Incidentally, a selection of my sail-
hiue collar and appears fo be prefty possible. Most kids ended the mom-  Correction ing images are published on the
well frained| If you own this puppy, or  ing with &t least 2 helpings of ice Being known as a teetotaler, web at the 2003AC.com site {click
know who does, please contact cream, complete with all the toppings!  many were surprised at the Beer on Bob's Pix} thanks to the web
Camp Tannadoonah. 476-2177. Tharks to all the kids, parents, and Scooter submission last week. To wizards at Phil Vifale Publishing.
Thank you! grandparents who helped makethe  clarify, | did not write the expose, -Bob King
morming fun for alll but borrowed it from Karen Walker,
Scecop and Sprinkje Success We will have 2 Kids Sports Day  an Australian freelance writer for Basket Party planned
Abatt 35 Birch Lake Kids had on July 27th at 10:00 at the Yacht Waiheke Marketplace who writes July 27th Open House fram 11
fun at last Saturday’s Scoop and Club, and August 17th has been under the pen name Ivana Yotalot. -2 with Longaberger Baskets and
Sprinkle at the Yacht Club. They daclared Kids Day at Birch. There To read more of her writing go to: more. Vicki Rogers, 476-2383.

parkshore ™marina
o disaond! ledes
“Operating on Diamond Lake for 100 Years” M A Ry KAy
Boat Sales PWC Sales
Boat Launch Service PATRICIA KFIRN
Boat & PWC Rental  Gas Independent Beauty Consultant
Convenience Store Consignment Sales
Slip Rental Boat Storage
22230 Maple Street 24845 M-50 62933 Birch Rd. Home: {616) 476-2767
616-445-383
www.parkshoremarina.com .
Our #1 Goal is Customer Satisfaction keirnconstr®beanstalk.net

() Phil Vitale
== Publishing:.

Birch Lake’s resource for

f g

[ Writing and Edid & Desktop Publishi
Owner - John Gableman [ Photoggraphy e | Publish?ng Seml":cf
Selfstorage  Sizes available: 10X 10 B o Ares B e
¢ Home Wx1548.
* Bost 10 x 20 fi.
s Auto
@ Trailer

Corner of M-60 and Lewis Lake Rd.
(616) 476-2132

" PLASTICS INC. & MOLD & MACHINE, ING.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Have A Safe and Fun Summer/!
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BLYC Sailing News

Once again last  p.m. Ifthe wind
Sunday the sailboat comes up we will put
races had to be scuttled  the marks out and try
due to lack of wind at  for a delayed 1 p.m.
the 11 2.m. start time. start.

Tronically later in the This week is the
afternoon a good “hetter late than never
Northwest wind came 4™ of July Regatta”
up. With that in mind,  with races on Saturday
1 think it’s time we July 208 2t 2 pm, N
tried to outsmart the Indiana time and Sunday July 215t at 11 .

Wind Gods. Ifthereis am. Indiana titne. Trophies will be present- Kidz Regaéta. }asflye_ar v;e had a great

no wind and you dont  ed to the top finishers in all fleets at the end fgﬁ?&;ﬂ we re oping 10T even more

see the marks out on of the season, so come owt and enjoy the fum year.

the lake at 11 am,, of sailing. Don B Fleet Cantai
7 check again at 12:30 Next week Sunday July 28t we will on Rarman, Fleet Captam

have our regularly scheduled races at 11
am. Indiana time. Mark your ¢alendars,
coming up Saturday August 17 will be the

EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP

: KEIRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
*Over 40 years experience
FINeE BUILDING AND DESIGN
B COMPLETE BODY REPAIR
& ALL MECHANIC WORK

B AUTO PAINTING

B GLLASS REPLACEMENT

B RADIATOR SERVICE 62933 Birch Road  Terry Keirn

B FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES . ]
E WE USE THE LATEST PAINTS Vandalia, MI 49095  President

FREE ESTIMATES!

476-2441
_ Phone: 616-476-2767
SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO Cell: 616-625-0818
BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN EAST TO END OF ROAD Email: keimcenstr@beanstaik.n et

15674 BROWNSVILLE RD., VANDALIA

“Your Birch Lake Nefghbom"

Accents & Images

Interior Design

= % Sheryi Papandria

- A 63680 Birch Rd. 2%y =
2. A  Vandalia, M 49095 ¢ Mo

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
(574) 273-5025 South Bend, IN 46637

e o T2 219-272-7000

FIRST

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Bivd. e ltasca, lllinois 60143

e wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 180C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0820
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The Best of Beck’s Bi_s‘rro

Caribbean Spice Chicken run clear.

4 boneless skinless chicken breasts
1/2 cup lemon juice

1/4 chili sauce 1
2 Tib Dijon mustard 1/3 cup olive or canolz oil, divided
1 Tib dred basil 16 unpeeled garlic cloves

1 Tib minced fresh parsley
Pre-heat the grill or broiler. Combine rosemary, crushed

ingredients in a shallow baking dish to cre- 1 tsp salt

ate marinade. Cover dish and refrigerate for

30 minutes, and up to 2 hours. Drain ¢hick- 4 tsp dijon mustard
en and discard marinade. Grill or broil over 3 tsp sugar
medium heat 18-25 minutes or until juices 1/4 sp pepper

Garlic Potato Wedges

4 Lbs small red potatoes, cut into wedges

2 Tlbs minced fresh rosemary, or 2 tsp dried

1/3 cup white wine vinegar or cider vinegar

1/3 cup chopped green onions

In a bowl, combine the potatoes, 1 Tlb
of oil, garlic, rosemary, and salt. Pour into a
9x13 baking dish coated with non-stick
cooking spray. Bake, umcovered at 450 for
25-30 minutes or until potatoes are tender,
stirring every 10 minutes, In 2 small bow],
combine the vinegar, mustard, sugar, pepper,
and remaining oil until smooth. Squeeze
garlic mixture into vinegar mixture discard-
g skins. Pour over potatoes and toss to
coat. Sprinkle with onions.

Yield: 8 servings.

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, Mi
(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am - 10 pm Ml, 6 am- 2 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deli Selections Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce Coid Beer
Picnic Needs Videos

Open Daily 6-6
616-641-2304

Hall’s Bait & Tackle

15573 US. 12
Union, MI 49130

CHAPEL HILL MISSIONARY CHURCH

14525 Chapet Hill Street « Union, Mi 48130
Phone; 816-841-5238

wm
g
41 Mi. Eastof Union {o Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North
132 Mi. 1o cormer of Chape! Hill Street,

Sunday Senvices: Sunday School  9:30 am
WorshipHour  10:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Waednesday: Aduit 7:30 pm
Youth 7:30 pm
Kid's Club 7:30 pm

Come worship with us

ark The Painter

Greetings Birch Lake Campers!
need, want or desire a quality
painter this summer?
» Does your home or cot-
tage have a need for
some fixing up? [ am
now booking jobs for the sum-
mer of 2002...dates will go fast.
! have references on Birch Lake,
why not give Mark a call today!!!

1-574-288-3307

32502 M-62 West

(616) 782-4000

| ESTABLISHED 1950

e At Ll --...M.
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Dowagiac, Michigan 43047

marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.
So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http.//ww Jerdon.net

-—-qfw"w"-.-“‘-—'-n-- N-—r—:'_

When you’re ready to sell your lake property,
we make it easy to find buyers because we’re
the specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving

over 70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive




August 7 is right around the comer
and the Ladies Tea is sure 1o be an afternoon
to enjoy. Remember how much fun it was to

" dress up and put on your
mothers hats when you
were little?

The theme “Red
Hot Summer” arose from
the famous Red Hat
Society whose only rule
is to wear a red hat and
purple dress; unless you are under age 50 and
then the rule is pink hat and lavender dress.

We will be awarding three great prizes
for the ladies of Birch Lake who have the
best red/pink hats!

You still have plenty of time to pick out
the perfect “red hat” and purple dress.

There will be a wonderful assortment of
fancy sweets, tea and lemonade for the ladies
attending to enjoy while they watch a fashion
show.

The Alternate Shop in Dowagiac will be
providing several outfits and our own Birch
Lake Ladies will be modeling,

Ticket sales were hot and heavy last
week and at this writing only 4 tickets
remained. You can call Mary Ann O’Neil at
476-2831 to see if there are any tickets
remaining,

-Darlene Troyer

lat Tea tickets still available

Finest Food in Michiana

Phone (616) 476-9606

TOM’S GAI

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272
24-HOUR TOWING
P.O Box 155 Wednesday-Saturday GASOQOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm to 11 pm MINT MART
Carry-out Sunday SAM TO 7:3¢ PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
Foods 4pm-9pm $ AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

CLOSED SUNDAY 16:30 TO 12:36 (MI)

38 Years in Business! Closed Monday & Tuesday

**TQM * BETTY * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

574 256-5988

AT THE BEST PRICES

ST. EVANS FIREWORKS

13421 MCKINLEY HIGHWAY
MISHAWAKA, IND 46545
AREAS JARGEST SUPPLIER
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION
BIRCHIAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR

Lioyd Vaughn
Theper

20% DISCOUNT :
LICENSED & INSURED IN MICHICAN 2 INDIANA
ONYOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD
WE AT REM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY T0 PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE 74 : I
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW L;;?%

We Service:

MERCURY MERCRUISER
FORCE VOLVO PENTA
JOHNSON oMC
EVINRUDE

WEB SITE: triboats.com

SERVICE IS #1

69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130
PHONE: 616 / 641-2154
FAX: 616 /641-5993

Customer Satisfaction Comes First

SPORT’S MARINE

WE SELL:
MANITOU PONTQONS
MONARKBOATS & PONTOONS
SKEETER BASSBOATS
MERCURY MOTORS
EZ LOADER TRAILERS
STARR BOAT LIFTS, PIERS

& PIER PARTS

EMAIL:triboats.com@prodigy.net
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - BLYC Water Quality Committes
Dan Reynolds, Chairman
Rick Russwn}m,-BQb Temple, Gert Temple

July 2002 / \

Birch Lake is not like pther lakes ih Porter Township, Cass County.
Birch Lake is not in the same category of other lakes. Bifch Lake is anjexcellent lake with 2 management program to maintain its integrity.
Birch Lake has a leke association, the Birch Lake Yacpf Club. Within e lake association is a water guality conarittee that has represent-
ed Birch Lake for 18 years under the direction of witer quality and envirormmental specialists. It has always been their desire and our
desire to reward Birch Lake residents with a clean lgke.

Report #7

The accomplishments of the water quality commyftee surpass otizer lakes in Porter Township, Casg County. By reducing pinpoiats by cor-
recting faulty septic systems, Birch Lake is now/an excellent lake. There is no problem with groundter. There is no problem with phos-
phorus nnoff from soil erosion within our wagrshed, no problem with. agriculture, No problem with fersljzers (thanks for buying our no-
phosphorus fertilizer}.

Water quality data began in 1984, and in #hat data are the names of those who served Birch Lake, not only on the Watgr quality committee
but those who assisted the committee 3d showed respect and appreciation for the professionals who the committee Woprked for.

In 1999, the Cooperative Lakes Mgditoring Program was added to the lake management program at the advise of Do Winne, Executive
Director of the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations (ML&SA). In the words of Winne: we rely on ML&SA to keep us informed and
they depend on us to continue to follect valuable data. They have assumed the leadership role and assist us in makiffg decisions for wise
use and management in order tojmaintain the integrity of Birch Lake. ML&SA brings the experts to the annual apd other regional confer-
ences and provide the opportunity for us to get answers to questions about Birch Lake water matters.

BLYC renewed its membership in ML&SA for the year 2002. It is the desire of the water quality committee to dontinue 10 make this part-
nership successfil, to continue to Work for the water quality experts and on water quality matters, to continue fo represent “the lake.”

Membership provides professional faterpretation of collected data, provides an annual check-up on the trophid state of Birch Lake, and
gives us the answers to actions that @re gssential to protecting and guarding the excellent water of Birch Lake}

Not only are the experts concemed about the contiwued excellence of the water, but also management of the ihvasion of the exotics.
Howard Wandell, Specialist Lake and Stream Managsgent Outreach, Michigan State University assists us with “Milfoil Watch.” Mike
Klepinger, Michigan Sea Grant College Program recommends programs to help control the spread of Zebra Mussels and Purple Loosestrife.
The Hand-Pick Zebra Mussel Program results will be forwarded to Mike Klepinger at the end of summer “pidking,” Following is a report
on our Purple Loosestrife Program which will also be forwlarded to Mike Klepinger at the end of summer “blpoming.”
_ -g.temple

“PURPLE ATERT” :
It’s that time of year again, We are going into our third year of the “Birch Lake Purple Loosestrife Project.” Each year the sites have been
cleaned up by 1) Identification; 2) Bagging to prevent the seeds from spreading before the plant is dug out; 3} Digging the plant out.

This year, so far, two old sites have returned, but not s strongly as last vear,. We\need to keep looking forthe pinkish-purple flowers. This
plant blooms from June through September along the shoreline. Although it has bemfaynd on all the giOres of Birch Lake, it seems to
favor the West shore. If you see this weed, or are not sure, please let us know so we can 1demtify-srrd advise or assist in the proper
removal. Purple Loosestrife unchecked will overrun the native lake plants. It has no natural enemies, so it is up to us to keep it in
check. Each year we see the problem improving, so we are having a positive effect on the problem.  Please do your part and help with the
eradication of this nuisance plant.

-R. Russwurm

MEN’S GOLF QOUTING UPDATE
At present, 48 golfers have signed up for the outing (there are

BIRCH LAKE OPEN

Join us for the 42nd Apnual Men's Golf Quting

Friday, July 26

Park Shore Golf Course, Cassopolis, Mi
11 am shotgun start
$55/man entry fee
covers goif, cart, favor, door prizes, refreshments

and prime rib dinner
Registration deadiine is July 22
First 72 golfers are in
Contact Rich Mullin at 476-8820
or drop entry at Muliin or King home on north shore
Dinner at 5:30 pm ($20 to attend the dinner only)

Name/phone

Name

Name,

Name

enough carts for 66 golfers). We have a few partial foursomes, so if
you want to play but can’t come up with a full foursome, we can
match you up with other golfers,

The outing is less than a week away and at the time this notice
was written, only two golfers and one sponsor had dropped off their
checks, We must commit to a certain number for dinner by July 22,
so it is very important that you drop off your checks and entry form
(see below) no later than July 21 to me, Bill King or Phil Vitale.
Procrastinators will be penalized 2 strokes a sidel

Also, we have only received 12 door prizes to date and we want
to be sure everyone gets home with a prize. If you have a door prize
1o contribute, please drop them off with vour check. This way we can
see how many prizes we are short,

Finally, 1t would be helpful to receive all hole sponsorships by
Sunday the 21st, as well.

See you at the Quting!

-Rich Muillin

LADIES GOLF OUTING UPDATE

Join the Birch Lake ladies Friday, August 9, for the annual
Golf and/or Luncheon. We play a best-ball scramble. Arrange
your foursome or be grouped with some new friends.

The cost is $25, which includes 9 holes of golf and half a
cart at Park Shore Golf Course in Cassopolis, and lunch at
Lindy’s. Golf will begin at 9 am (IN); the huncheon will be at
Noon. Prizes will be awarded at the luncheon.

Please send reservation and check to Mardy Miller, 63255
Storey Hill, Vandalia, MI 49095, If you have questions, call
Mardy at 476-9226, or Betsy Custard at 476-9835.

Non golfers are welcome to join us for the lunch at Lindy’s.
Select from an open menu with individual checks. Please call
Mardy or Betsy to reserve a space.

Ladies Golf Outing

. . and Luncheon
Friday, August 9
Park Shore Golf Course, Cassopolis, Ml
9 am golfing; Noon Lunch (at Lindy’s)

$25 entry fee
covers golf, half a ¢art, and lunch at Lindy’s
Contact Mardy at 476-9226 or Belsy at 476-9835

Name CGolf Lunch
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Stay at

My son-in-law; Scott, is a stay at home
dad, a vocation so foreign to men of my
generation that when he began doing it, I
paid special attention to what he was doing
and how he went about it. When he and
Dawn found out they were going t0 have a
baby, they invested a lot of time in thinking
about and talking about what they would do
about daytime child care. We heard some of
the peripheral portions of those discussions
and we knew of their concems.

Scott was a Respiratory Therapy
Technician at Memorial Hospital in South
Bend. He worked the second shift, coming
home zbout midnight and leaving for work
in the early afternoon. Dawn taught English
at Penn High School. She left for work
around 6:30 AM, and got home about 4 in
the afternoon. For nearly three years they
put up with their conflicting work schedules
and the short times together, because both of
them enjoyed what they were doing.

However, once Madison was on the
way, they saw a big problem looming, and
they knew they would have to make some
changes in their lifestyle.

Did they want to use a baby sitter or a
daycare provider? Nope, not for a small
child. Did they have anyone in the family
who could step in and help? Maybe, but
they weren’t going to ask. Could they get
by on only one salary? It wouldn’t be as
easy as doing it on two, but they could man-
age.

And so it came to pass that they decid-
ed one of them would stop working outside
the home for a few years. Scott drew the
short straw. As (soon to be) grandparents,
we were relieved. Shirley Anne had worked
for a time while I went to college, but we
had always traded baby-sitting shifts with

ome

our two girls, One of us was at home at all
times, and we thought it worked well for the
kids.

Nevertheless, I knew that had it fallen
on me to become the stay-at-home parent
while Shirley Anne pursued a career, I
wouldn’t have known how to handle it. I
had way 100 much of my ego tied up in
what I did for a living, and I would have
worried entirely too much about how others
would have judged my choice.

If Scott gave a thought to what anyone
other than he and Dawn thought about what
they were doing, he never talked about 1t or
showed it. In fact, he seemed so focused on
making certain that their new baby was
going to be well cared for, he paid little
attention to anything else.

Madison is now almost a year and 2
quarter old, and he and his Dad are doing
great. (This is probably a good place to put
in the warning that whatever claims I make
for the perfection of my own grandchild
may need 1o be read wath a modest amount
of skepticism } This is the happiest little
boy I've ever been around. He has the fear-
lessness of a child who has been encouraged
to try new things, but who has not been put
in situations in which he might hurt himself
and become tentative or fearful.

He runs from new adventure to new
adventure all day long, talking wath the
speed of Chris Mathews in a language only
he (and sometimes his Dad) can understand,
Most of all he makes up games from each
new contact and conversation, and he
laughs, ceaselessly.

I look at my son-in-law and ask myself,
now how did he do that? I know I could not
have done it. I didn’t and don’t have the
skills, or the patience, or the sense of voca-

§

By The WordRunner

tion. I would have always been eager to lay
down my life to save my daughters, but I
could no more have been their primary par-
ent than I could have been their ballet
instructor.

Is it generational? That is certainly a
piece of it. Careerism no longer has a stran-
glehold on the young men of this country.
If child rearing is appealing to them, they
don’t sweat the “loss™ of not climbing the
business ladder. However, I think there is
more at work here than differing attitudes
between men of different generations.
There 1s something fundamental going on,
an ability to see children and child rearing
through a prism that appears opaque to me.
Until recently, I'd never met any mer who
could see clearly through that prism. Many
women, but no men.

Thank God for the change. If all little
boys whose dads stay at home with them
have an experience equal to that of my
grandson, in about 20 years, we are going to
be blessed with the best crop of young men
we’ve seen in a long, long tume.

insurance

" RECRANCE AGENCET x:ec

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounis on
Home, Aufe, Life & Boat

Matere Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick gquote”

15479 U.S. 12
P.O.Box 74 {616) 6415995
Ueion, MI 49130 Fax (616) 641-5787

. FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB
ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

DINING ROOM
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Receptions B Business Lunches BE Parties

"Call 1.616-899.5349
to reserve for

B EBARRERRNAVASSRIRUNARYAL

et Lery
1. MICHARL BLUE

3 Lady Blues +12 |

You can order any of these books at any bookstore or
online at Amazon.com or Barnes&Noble.com.

100K FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

| LADY BLUES

+12

- A Micki Gamity Mystery

A Collection of 15 Short Stories

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE
That Birch Lakes own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

A Favor For Zodiac

... ZODIA

Mealuvy -
Lo alErAEL MUE

bow Hogey Lumrrar

For More Information Visit Jim's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 476-2708 to order an autographed book

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to The Birch Lake Yacht Club

Page 7




“Venus is the evening
star™ “No, Venus is the
morning star.” “No, Jupiter is the moming
star.” Actually, 2l of the above are correct.
1t just depends on when.

Jupiter dropped out of sight late last
month. The giant planet, along with 2ll the
others, has been trudging along its orbit, as
has the Earth, As a result of these two
motions, Jupiter now sits behind the sun, at
what astronomers call “conjunction,” or
more properly, “conjunction with the sun.”
Because Jupiter’s orbit is on a slightly dif-
ferent plane than ours, the planet usually
appears above or below, rather than directly
behind the sun. This time it passes above.
Conjunction also marks Jupiter’s offictal

Stu’s Star Stuff

anointment as a moming object. Several
more weeks must pass, however, before
Jupiter emerges from the sun’s glare and
becomes visible in the dawn glow 2head of
sunrise.

‘While today marks Jupiter’s conjunc-
tion, tomorrow 1t wiil be Mercury’s tum.
The situation is somewhat different, howev-
er, with this speedy little planet. Because
Mercury’s orbit is smaller and inside the
Earth’s orbit, when it lines up with Sol, the
planet can appear in front of or behind the
sun. To distinguish those two possibilities,
astronomers refer to superior conjunction
when Mercury is beyond the sun and inferi-
or conjunction when it lies between Sol and
Earth. Tomorrow we note the former, With

superior conjunction
Mercury technically
passes into the evening sky, but it won’t
become visible until the second week of
August, and then with &fficulty asit is
quite low and so tiny.

Out of the fading blue of the western
sky comes Venus, brilliant as ever and low
on the horizon, heading for it’s next con-
junction. Mars and Saturn are up there too,
but that’s another program. For now let’s
just enjoy the show. And don’t forget...it’s
free. Next week, back to basics.

~Stewart Spratt

51523 SR 19 N, - Elkchart, IN 46314

Ultrabrzigh Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

“Sinca 1978 Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Pumps Disposals Sinks
softeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
fron Fiiters Faucets Winterization
53021 Birch Rd. £. JOYCE KLIMEK ~ -
at Birch Lake Broker 5 J 5_8 6 '
Vandalia, M! 49095 Phone Fax {616} 476-2370 y
License # CP81041495 License #81-07776
"
P
THE TAN SHOP /
Stmonton Lake Plaza {

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Ceme See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 616-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

e andy than tﬂ&
h}\ e only thing

oveilook &

Gorher Lake

Steahs c’f&ﬁa&f
Spots

g

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, M 48093

(616) 279-7984

N4, BIENZ CONSTRUCTION

& <.
8 g % Licensed General Contractor
Roofing ¢ Siding
Residential Remodeling
No Job Toc Small

18 years Experience @ Free Estimates

i%} Proudly Serving Birch Lake
' For 13 Years

Seasonal Pier
Installation & Removal
Average $20 a section

All New Custom Piers

Insured

Jeff Bienz (Owner)}
Phore: (616) 476-2517

14351 Harvey St., Vzndaliz, MI 45095
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Zebra Hunt Update

At Cal’s 2001 birthday party we gave
each kid a bucket and offered a bounty of a
penny per mussel. The kids scoured the
beach, removing over 1,000 mussels. They
were restricted to a roped off area approxa-
mately 54 x 48 ... or, 2,592 square feet.
So, that was nearly 1 mussel found in every
2 square feet!

This past weekend Cal and I harvested
the area from knee-deep to the end of the
pier and removed another 1,043 of the crit-
ters. These were mostly adult mussels (very
bad on the feet). I was under the impression
the Zebra mussels were primarily in a shal-
low band, say 10-20” deep ... not s0. To
clean the area waist deep I put on mask and
snorkel. Swimming out 6° deep ~— sure

enough, the exposed rocks were sprouting
mussels.

You can ignore this infestation for now;
but if so, invest in water shoes. I keep think-
ing of the quote published in the Barker,
07/06/02: *... people better purchase a good
rake because they’ll need it to rake their
beaches.” -Don Winne, Executive Director,
Michigan Lakes & Streams Association.

TWO-FER:

The Yacht Club bounty will continue
through July. Kids who clean the beaches
are asked to notify any Lake Director of
their count — a penny per mussel will fund
kids events at the Yacht Club. Last week 1
suggested property owners might offer to

pay the kids directly (on top of the YC
bounty) so they would get both immediate
and deferred reward. Well, we are doing it!

The owners on each side of our place
have agreed to double the bounty. Any kids
who want to harvest mussels can come
clean the beaches at Mullins/Kings/Rogers
this weekend. You will be paid a permy per
mussel and the count will be reported to the
Yacht Club. Please wear water shoes and
bring a bucket.

Any other resident who wants to join in
is encouraged to de so. If you will be
around (to pay the kids) and want help,
maybe put a bucket on your pier as a signal
to the kads?

-Bob King

v g

68608 Sunsef Bivd.
Union, Wi

A Design / Build Firm

ey

ERS, INC.

universal designs for accessible living
PO . Box 272

Onion, MI49130.0277  1-888-641-9205

* Piers and Seawalls

» We do windows

» Tree and shrub trimming
e Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
* Firm quotes for all jobs

» Fully insured

 No job too big or too small

Handyman Repairs

*» Roof to basement - inside and out

» Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
» Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

» Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

e Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance

» Painting - interior and extertor

» Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs
» Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

» Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing
» Spring and fall yard clean up

Property Management
« Reliable caretaker

» Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
» Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind

* Call for all lake property requirements

[ Dave’s Residential Services )

(618) 476-2797; Wirsless (518) 362-0724
dhardisty@beanstalk.net
Emergency Service Available 24/7
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The Sky is Falling

Ali this talk about sewers lately
got me thinking about the foks
wiho, for the past 15 vears or so,
have worked so hard to keep Birch
Lzke clean. Birch Lake is one of
the cleanest lakes in the state due
to the preventative approach lake
owners have taken in maintaining
their own seplic systems and,
where needed, have updated
and/or installed new septic systems
before a problem occurs.

Recartly a lobbying campaign
started approaching area lakes
{Baldwin, Long and Indiana Lakes)
due {o the quality of the water these
lakes contain. It appears to me that

Birch and Shavehead Lakes are
only being considerad because of
the need at Baldwin, Long and
Indianz Lakes, which | understand
have sarious sepfic problems.

After all, the more lake homes
hooking up to the proposed system,
the less cost per home. | believe
another reason Birch Lake is s0
clean comes form the fact that the
majorify of the residents are here
only in the summer months. The
majority of Baldwin, Long and
indiana Lakes' residents are year-
round dwellers.

To include Birch Lake inthe
proposed septic systsm would pave
the way for a condominium to be

' or business. We simply offer the best
| services, at the best prices, with the best §
' support staff in the areal

built right here on our clean, quiet
lake. Justbecause other lakes
haven't yet builf a conde doasnt
mean one won't be built here. After
all, we stilt have ample room i the
right person came along with
enough money or power,

We have been fold o hook up
fo the proposed system NOW! in
order to forego the cost increase in
the future. Big New Flash! every-
thing goes up every year. Why
don't folks worried about that put
$12,000 in investments to grow.

Hey! You never know, down the
road when there isn't any problem,
you would have a nice chunk of
vacation money!

[ would like o suggest every-
one check the tires on their auto-
mobile. If they show any wear,
please buy new now as the cost
wili be going up!

In closing, whenever someone
wants to put their hand in my pock-
ef, [ want to know that person reziil-
ity welil

-Bob Merrison

NOTICE: While officers and board of
directors of the Birch Lake Yacht Club,
and the editor of the Barker WILL NOT

ENDORSE ANY opinion on the issue of
# sewer system, the Baker will publish
opinicn letters that meet the foliowing
stipulations:

& Letters must be signed and the writers

must allow their names to be published
with the arficle.

E& Lettars must be submitiad via e-mall, or
on computer disk in a text format.

B2 Lefters must be na more than 500
words; letters aver 500 words will only be
published providing the author agress to
cover all additional costs.

Eagle Lake Marine

has personalized

service and certified
technicians who go the extra mile to ensure that
your boating days are pleasurable

i

www.eagielakemarine.com &

88777 Avenue A 1-888/EAGLE-LA
Edwardsburg, Ml (1-888/324-5352)
616/688-5103 FAX 616/699-7488

P

W;.—
Y
w1 L

b

Storage B Sales B Service
Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat
Covers/TopsfUphostery & More

BERCURY

RlerCrifser

- ﬁﬁnhﬁsmn*

LUTEDARLDS




Barker Classified Advertising

: FOR SALE.
Year-round Birch lakefront home. 3+
bedrooms. 104’ frontage. East side. Call
476-9862 or (574} 272-8221.

Slalom Ski For Sale. Kidder Pro MX 67"
Double Boot, Ad). Fin $18G or hest offer.
Call Tem at 476-9349.

For Sale; Vagaband 14 sail boat (14-foot
daysaiier). Call Pat at 476-2578.

SPINET PLANO - Lyon & Healy; plays - -~
well. $4C0, Call Bob at 476-22¢3.

Canoe for Sale. 17 ft Grumman square
sternt, excellent condition. Alsc 4
Evinrude. 616-471.7647 or 616-921-(710

Fishin Buddy Model 2250 clamp-on fish
iocator. 3-years cld $200 {firm). 476-2227

WANTED TO BUY
Seaworthy sunfish sailthoat, ideally with
trailer. Piease contact Bob or Stephanie
Kennedy at (516) 344-6545, or talk to
John or Jody Meyers.

Home =zt 63208 Kinsey St (Birch Lake):
Four bedroom brick ranch w/deeded
accass, Call Joyes at (616) 476-2370.

Word Processor — Same as ngw. FOR RENT
Qriginal box and directions included. Birch Lake cottage, west side. 616471
Purchased for $550; asking $150, Call 7647 or §16-921-0710

Bud at 476-2526.
Birch Lake Home for Rent or Saje. Rent
63093 Birch Road
Vandalia, Ml 49095
Curtis
Cleaning | Lindaa Terry Curtis
Services
Commercial & Residential
Carpet Cleaning
6516-476-2431
Bonded & Insured
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1945
For the Help You Need
When You Need It Most
219 5. 3rd St
Eikhan Itas1s
mfa?éa-ssn Johirs Ball, Jr., C.LC.
FAX 219f 294-8837 Registered Representative

by the waek. Sleeps § Two bedroom, Two
bath. Dry sauna. Open concept, Bar,
Large Screen TV. Washer, Dryer. Picnic
table/dack Artwark, stained glassiamps
decor Confact Coy Jankowski for viewing.
574 298 4067 or 574 234 2211 $1000.00 &
week, $200.0C deposit.

FOUND
Found - “Shoek Dottor” mouth guard
retainer, clear with black inserts. Pick it
up any weskend at Broveld cottage, 62861
Lakeview Dr. (west side) or call 476-8852
or §84-5547.

LOST
Cover for cooler on paddie boat. [tis
yellow plastic. Call Patfi at 476-2407 .

Prescription sunglasses in gray case —
call £76-2227

Lost Dog — Yellow Lab; 3-4 yrs. old; 80-
100 ibs. Red collar and blue & white flea
collar. Named Herley. Calf 476-2669

SERVICES
Lawn care & More; Grass cutfing, ieaf
raking, deck cleaning & odd jobs. Cali
Scott at 476-1001

Misc.
Lost Kentucky Wildcat stranded in
Michigan needs a good home (or porch,
patie or couch. Have own beer &boat;
looking or some wimmin. 4762113

Does anyone else miss Miss Sue, our
maven from the Cove? | dol Please write
to us at the Barker ...

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, MI 49031

616-445-8838

PWCE Service
Seaboo Yamaha Kaowasaki

v Major & Minor Engine Repair
' COMC / Mercruiser

% 27,000 Sq Ft Building

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky's)

¥ RAVE/Aguc Jump Trampolines
* Marina Supplies % Service W% Storage
* STARR & LAKESHORE PWC lifts

616-445-2191

* Authorized SHORE STATION
Boct Lift Dealer
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Membership for 2002 (so far)

Andriano, Fred & Stacie
Asire, Marty

Athanas, Thomas & Martha
Bali, John & Jennifer
Barbour, Doug & Tammy
Sobczak-Barbour

Barnaby, Dave & Lynne
Beck, Jim & Sally

Bender, Dick

Benjamin, Ritacarol

Bergan, James & Linda
Bernaciak, Ken & Mary Ellen
Blackwood, Howard & Beth
Biiler, William & Grace

Blue, Jim & Shirley Anne
Biue, Richard/Krchmar, Sandy
Bolinger, Jim & Debbie
Boss, Lynn

Bouwkamp, David & Margaret
Browvold, Gary & Karen
Brown, Brad

Burket, Edythe (F)
Caenepeel, Shirley
Calderwood, James & Nancy
Carpenter, Bill & Ann (AD)
Carpenter, Dik & Val (AD)
Carpenter, Mildred (0)

Coan, James

Cote, Adrian & Judith

Cowen, Dick & Peggy
Craamer, Harold & Donna
Cranmer, Stave (F)

Curtis, Steve & Deborah
Curtis, Terry & Linda
Custard, Pillp & Betsy
Davis, Dean & Phyllis
DeCocker, Tom & Nancy
Dennert, Lary & Kay
DeYoung, Rich & Beth
DiRutighano, Dominic & Joyce
Doba, William and Judith
Dobosiewicz, Kevin & Sandra
Doolittle, Rick & Cathy
Drinkall, Tom & Shirlay
Drolet, Leretta {0)

Dufour, Duffy & Sue

Dugan, Tery & Carol

Dunlap, Helen

Eberhart, Gb & Barbara
Eichorst, Doug & Judie
Falk, Roger & Suzanna
Fillenwarth, Steven & Vicki
Flore, Larmy & Margy {F)
Feley, Bl & Gladys

Foos, James & Carole
Freihofer, Fred & Carol (D)
Gableman, John

Gaik, Ray & Judy (D)
Garceau, Bemie & Blair
Golden, Marc & lleen
Goodin, Betty {F)
Gotstein, Michael & Margaret
Grean, Dick & Barb
Greenig, Bob & Kay
Groszek, John & Lois
Groszek, John (D)

Harlan, Bruce and Juanita
Harman, Don & Lind
Barris, Gwen

Hayes, Clyde & Nancy
Harms, Bob & Eileen
Homback, Jack & Marianne
HorvathVanHuffel

Jones, Vic & Lesle

Katz, Lamy & Carrig (AD & FW)
Keily, Mike & Lu

Keirn, Temy & Patricia
King, Bill, Le & Suzy

King, Bob & Lestie (AD)

Kinner, Dave & Marge
Klappauf, Raymond, Lea, Carl
and Sandia
Klimek, Matt & Joyce
Kolber, Chet & Vivian
Kolber, Chris & Barb
Kruggel, Herm & Bev
KuhnTemple
Lacy, Tom & Julis
LaPierre, Chuck & Cheri
Leach, Noma
Leatherman, Dennis, Phyliis &
Judy
Lindenfeld, Frederick &
Marylynr: (F)
Lindzy, Dick & Judy
Luecht, Bill & Patty
Lyzen, Bilf & Rita {F)
Machalieck, Mike & Katha
McCay, Larry & Deb
MeNamee, Kathleen
Meyers, John & Jody
Minix/Bergan
Riller, Jack & Mardy
Molho, Manny & Mary Lu
Monroe, Norm & Nancy
Worrison, Beb
Mullin, Rich & Pam
0" Brien, Joe & Elizabeth
O'Brien, Major & Kerni
Olson, Dave & Judy

Qison, Jeff & Beth

O'Neilt, Bill & Maryann

Papendriz, Sheryl & Covey,
Dan

Parkinson, Frank & Eizabeth

Pamell, Dorothy & Niezgodski,

Ron & Kathy
Petit, Claude
Pitakos, Stan
Pletcher, Ruth (F)
Price, Eileen
Quinlan, Steve & Vicki
Rasmussen, Buxz & Linda
Reynolds, Dan & Janet
Riath, Bud & Lovise
Rogers, Tom & Shelly
Rogars, Tom & Vicki
Russell, Mike & Paula
Russwurm, Rick & Paiti
Sacco, Tony & Debbie
Sanders, Ray & Sonia
Sankey, Joa & Teri
Santee, Marty & Doris
Scofield, John & Laveta
Sheetz, Harold & Charlene
StkorskiManor
Smitley, Jefirey & Denise
Spratt, Stewart & Kim
Steffen, Tim & Irene
Stevens, Pat
Thayer, Jim & Eleneor

Tjaden, Jim & Juani (F)
Tom's Garage

Toth, Joo & Helen
Troager, Earl & Connie
Troager, Scott & Holly
Troeger, Tom & Pat
Troyer, Scott & Dawn (D)
Trybus, Dennis & Margie
Tudor, Dennis & Rita (F)
Tunnicliffe, Bill & Joanne
Valentijn, Nico & Lynnette
Vath, Helen

Vitale, Phil & Sandy
Waddle, Bob & Sue
Waggoner, Monty & Xris
Wagner, Bruze & Sue
Walker, Brad & Nancy
Weaver, Doug & Julie
Weesner, Keith & Denny
Went, John & Roma (F)
Vihite, Phyllis

Williams, Jerry & Mattie
Williams, Pat & Sue
Wiseman, Terry & Backy
Wigchie Ron & Linda
Wos, Stan & Doreen
Wozniak, Ben & Vanessa
Yoshizawa, Jim & Linda
Zelasko, Millie

Zesinger, Bud & Barb
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Birch Lake Yacht Club Contributions

- Other

$ - BLYC Member Dues (520 / year)
- BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

$____ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10/ year)
$___ - Salling Fees ($15 / year)
- Building Improvement Fund
3 - Fireworks Display Fund
3 - Water Quality Program

- Riparian ($7fyr, provide address for magazine)
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Wail to:

Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East

Elkhart, IN 46514

Drop off at:

63696 Birch Road

(call 476-9898)

CRS/'GRi

Sihéeze!y,

Nancy Walksr -

www.nancy-walker.com

.”_.'Shore Acres -

24550 Shore Acres Rd
“ .~ Cassopolis, Michigan 49031
- Office: {800) 385-2763
. Residence: (616) 476-2515
£ '-"'_Emaﬁ nancywaiker@ realtor.com

o _7 Over 47 miilion sold!

' fastf '

n tcday’s compet:twe reai estate market you need tfesh and creai;ve ways o seif
_ and buy homes. That's why it's: a good :dea tousea reai estate agent wha fuﬁy
undersiands the iatest techmc;ues ihat get resui%s_

‘.‘m buymg

_ E ma pmfesssona real estaie agent for RE!MAX Sc 1f you re 1ookmg_for an snnova~ _
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