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Dear Birch Lakers,

; can’t believe that summer is winding
down. The children will be returning
10 school in the next week or two,
and even though our kids are finished
and out on their own, more or less,
school in session always signals the end of
season. I especially hate the shorter days
that make it difficult to crawl out of bed in
the morming, and the sunset earlier and ear-

BLYC Calendar

Aug 17 ....BLYC Board Meeting @ am
Yacht Club

Aug 17 ... Kidz Regatta 2 pm, (see
Page 4), Harmans'

Aug 17 .....Kids Event - Tie dye 10 am

Aug 18 .....Shuffleboard Toumey Spm

Aug. 24 ....Homeowners Assn. Annual
meeting 10 am
Aug. 24 ... Fall Dinner 5:30 pm, Camp

Tannadoonah {see Page 6)

lier each evening! Soon we will be watch-
mng the leaves tum color and collect in every
crack and crevice. It's a good thing they are
so beautiful before they come down!
Anyway, the end of the season brings
us to the closing events for the Yacht Club.
Of course we already bad the Corn and
Sausage Roast last week. We were disap~
pointed that so many were absent, but those
that attended praised the terrific com as the
sweetest ever and the sausage was great.
Huge thanks to John Gableman, Lynn Boss
and their many helpers setting up, cooking
on the hill and working in the kitchern.
Coming up this weekend:
TODAY — Board of Directors Meeting 9
AM-IN
All day is kids day! Tye Dye at 10 AM,
pizza and stuff, then the Kid’s Regatta at
2 PM at Harman’s House.
SUNDAY -~ Shuffieboard at the Olson’s
Court 5 PM
* Dom’t forget to get your reservations in for
the FalthDizmer 10 be held at the Camp on
the 24", It’s going to be a LOT OF FUN
and the changing of the guard for the
Commodore’s position. Find out who will
become Second-in-Command, the VCI12777
Look for the form elsewhere in the Barker

Note: All times in the Barker are IST { Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise

A week of
High Tea
and Mis-

demeanors

BIRCH LAKE KIDS DAY
LAST BASH OF THE SUMMER

11AM-IPM (Note time change)
YACHT CLUB FUN FAIR

Moon Walk
Games with Prizes

Tie Dye (bring your own tee, shorts,
hats, etc.)
Pizza Party

2PM KIDS REGATTA
Bring any kind of sailboat and meet at
the Harman’s front yard for a pre-race
get together.
Snacks and drinks
Kids Regatta tee shirts for all the kids

and turn it in ASAP! While you're at it,
furn in the Directory update so we all know
who's who.

That's what’s up for now.
See you on the lake and on the shuffle-

board court!

~Conmmodore Jim




BL Ladies Golf Quting

Five foursomes enjoyed
great weather and friendly com-
petition at the Ladies Goif
Outing August 9th. Two teams
ted at 37. Becky Wiseman,
Peggy Cowen, Judy Olson and
Pam Mullin collected the 1st
Prize money for their efforts,
Betsy Custard and her team won
dimmer at Lindy’s. Competition
was strong for the individual
hole prizes. Lori (Machalleck)
Noyer bested the group with the
straightest drive on the first hole.
Longest drive honors went to

Jeanne Driggs on #7. Becky
Wiseman was closest to the pin
on #4 while Allison Weaver was
closest to the pin on #8. Sincere
thanks to all our sponsors and
donors for their contributions
towards this year’s outing:
Nancy Walker, Jack Miller,
Allison Weaver, Tom's Garage,
Mike Machalleck (Claey’s
Candy), Ted Durham, BLYC
Men’s Golf Committee,
Zeke’s and Lindy’s. A good
time was had by all.

~Mardy and Betsy

Barker Kids of the Week

Not so long ago, a group posed by the recently painted wali at the
Yacht Club. From left are Brad Patello (Bernie & Helen's grandson),
Jeff and Todd Olsen, Sherry Holleman with Amber (now in college)
and Beth Davis Olsen. Note: the number on the sail is the date the
wall was painted, July 25, 1980.

o
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News from the Cove

By Sunny Waters
She who enlightens your
souls and intellect

Three large cups of hazel-
nut java and I’'m ready to
roll. I must issue 2 warning,
however. Close your win-
dows and plug your chil-
drens’ ears. My Mishawaka
High School chums will be
trekking to Birch Lake fora
day of reminiscing and rais-
ing cane. We overlook wrin-
kles, fiab and grayish hair for
a day to become teeny bop-
pers once again, Whatever
happened to my pink poodle
skirt?

The corn and sausage
Toast was great fim and a
good way to meet and greet
old friends and new ones
(sorry about the old).

B.S. has really gone over
the edge, as was expected.
He has decided to tear up our
back yard garden and tum it
into a petting zoo of exotic
and rare animals for Birch
Lake youngsters and adults

who never grew up. He aims
for completion late Spring
2003, whereupon this column
will be headlined: GNUS
FROM THE COVE.

For the uninformed 2 Gnu
is 2 South African antelope
with an ox-like head, curved
horns, long tail and & mane.

Thank you for your kind
words, Wordrunner. Your
check is in the mail. You're
1o slouch yourself even if
vou did finish off Carolyn in
the last chapter.

Happy Birthday to Rick
Doolittle from Rebecca
Kabel who isn’t sure if she
has the correct date.

Gotta run, it"s time for
iy ruid-morning strawberry
Pop Tart (It doesn’t take
much to make me happy or
hippy).

-Your loving Sunny
who sends you news and
cures your blues.

Avoid fruits and nuts.
You are what you eat.

Owner ~ John Gableman
Self storage Sizes svailable: 10x 10 ft.
¢ Home WxIsSfu
e Boat 16x20 4.
e Auto
@ Trailer

Corper of M-60 and Lewizs Lake Rd.
(616) 476-2132

| A | Phil Vitz
£=] Publishing ..

Vitale

Birch Lake’s resource for

& Writing and Editng
B2 Photwgraphy

B Design

B Graphic Arts

B Desktop Publishing
& Publishing Services
B Websites

B E-mail newsletters

Have

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY

MISHAWAKA, IN 46545
MFG — (574) 255-5350

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176

Safe and Fun Summer/
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A Tale of Two Cities: Chicago and Birch Lake

Chapter 1. The Ploneers.
In 1942 Peter and Wanda
Winarski bought property on
Birch Lake and proceeded to
build 3 home, brick by brick.
They came from the Chicago
area and settled permanently.
When Peter died a number of
years later, Wanda and young
Pete stayed on.

Chapter 2. 1990. Ben and
Vanessa Wozniak (from
Chicago) came to visit friends
on the lake. They fell in love
with Birch Lake and then
bought a small cottage on the
east side. They gutted itand
made it into a charming place
with 2 screened patio.

Chapter 3. 1995. Wanda,
in her *80s, decided she conld
no longer keep up her property.
Over the years she had sold lots
to friends and relatives, but
there was still so much to take
care of. Young Peter had long
since married and was living
with his wife and four children
in Battle Creek. She needed to
move to the city near her son
and family.

Ben and Vanessa were
delighted to acquire this from
Wanda. Vanessa attacked this
new project with a great amoumt
of enthusiasm (and a great

amount of Ben’s money). By
knocking out walls and raising
ceilings, adding a new kitchen,
decks and a screened room, she
transformed the ordinary brick
house into a tasteful showplace.
Of course, she wasn’t finished.
After scouting for just the right
furnishings, she then tackled the
outside. Besides paint, shutters,
and flowerboxes she created a
“cottage” garden where passers-
by can always see something in
bloom.

Chapter 4. Friends. Next
came the Wozniak’s city friends
for weekend visits. They, too,
fell in love with THE lake. So
Stan and Doreen Wos, with chil-
dren Christina and Erxic, bought
the house on the north side of
the public landing. This year
the Jankowski cottage was sold
to Sam and Vicki Tomaina
(friends of Wozniaks and Wos™)
and their children Lauren and
Nicole.

These purchases are good
In two ways. They have their
own homes and don’t have to
drop hints or wait to be invited
for a visit: and Vanessa doesn’t
have the extra towels and sheets
to launder and meals to cook.
What a deal!

Chapter 5. More people.

The latest newcomers (NOT
previcusly known to the above
couples) landed here by way of
Manhattan Beach, Califomia,
They are Gordon and Michelle
Seyfarth. BUT, when Nina
Frurit, nee Sanders, stopped to
talk to them while walking her
dog, it was discovered that she
and Gordon graduated in the
same high school class in South
Holland, Nlinois. Since it was
such a large class, they weren’t

acquainted. Small world,
Epilogue — The whole
premise of the piece is that I
now count 29 families on Birch
Lake who are either presently
Chicago residents, or were for-
mer Chicagoans now living
here. They just keep coming
when they find out what a para-
dise this is and that it’s only a 2
hour drive from Chicago.
-Phyllis Davis

Shuffleboard
tournament

The first-ever Birch Lake Shuffleboard
Townamert will be held on Sunday,

August 18 at 5 pm.

Vicious competition {especiaily from
those who go to Florida!) will take
place at the Olson/Jones Court,

63486 Birch Road.

Bring a snack, your
favorite beverage and
. be prepared to win or
X cheer others on

to victoryl

-Judy Olson

Krmrn CoONSTRUCTION COMPANY
FINE BUILDING AND DESIGN

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Terry Keirn
President

62933 Birch Rd.

MARY KAY®

PATRICIA KEIRN
Independent Beauty Consultant

Home: (616) 476-2767

Boat Sales

Boat Launch

Boat & PWC Rental
Convenience Store
Slip Rental

22230 Maple Street
516-445-383

{West Side of Diamond Lake)

parkshore marina

e dhaorond o
——

“Operating on Diamond Lake for 106 Years”

PWC Sales

Service

Gas

Consignment Sales
Boat Storage

21845 M-60
616-445-3100

www.parkshoremarina.com
Qur #1 Goal is Customer Satisfaction

Phone: 616-476-2767 Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (616) 358-7013

Cell: 616-625-0818

Email: keirnconstr@beanstalk.net Keirnconstr@beanstalk net
EVANS BROS. BODY SHOP

*Over 40 years experience

B COMPLETE BODY REPAIR

E ALL MECHANIC WORK

B AUTC PAINTING

B GLASS REPLACEMENT

@ RADIATOR SERVICE

E FOREIGN CARS & CORVETTES
B WE USE THE LATEST PAINTS

FREE ESTIMATES!

476-2441

SOUTH ON CALVIN CENTER RD. OFF M-60 TO
BROWNSVILLE RD. TURN EAST TO END OF RCAD
15674 BROWNSVILLE RD., VANDALIA
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Last Sunday Tom Howard
showed once again that he is the
man 10 beat in the
™ Sunfish “A” Fleet as he
sailed to three 15t
place finishes. Inthe
Sunfish “B” Fleet
Aroy Troeger

fm _the first race
—T ¢ ==""hy beating
Scott Troeger by just a few feet.
The second race was all Scott’s
as he sailed away from the field
to capture the victory. Scott
also won the third race as he
enjoved a big lead for most of
the race only to see Rick

ing News

Harman close the gap
on the lastleg foran g
exciting finish. If S
Rick had kept 0
his ace crew
of Lauren
Rosswurm
and Abby
Rondot
that he had in the
first two races he might have
caught Scott. In the Hobie Cat
Division Doug Weaver was the
only on to bring a boat out.
Doug sailed the first two races
before retiring to the south
shore.

Don’t forget, today is the Kidz
Regatta, bring a kid and any
kind of sailboat and meet at
our (Harman) frent yard at 2
p-m. Indiana time.

-Don Harman, Fleet Captain

with.

Kidz Regatta — 2 pm today!

Kids who don’t have an adult sailor still have a
chance to participate in the Kidz Regatta. Just show up
at the Harman’s house this afternoon with vour PFD (life
jacket) and tell “em you’re interested in sailing — and
we’ll do our best to find you a responsible adult to sail

Adults: We are expecting a good turn out of kids, so
if you have a sailboat sitting around that hardly ever gets
into the water, bring it over on Saturday

Season standings

Sailer Race1 Race2 Race3l Average Place
MC’s

H. Cranmer 3 3 DNS 1537 ond
D. Harman 1 2 3 1518 ard
R, Harman 5 4 2 1464 4t
S. Troeger 2 1 1 1543 1st
P. Vitale 4 5 4 1391 5t
Sunfish “A”

J. Belinger 4 3 5 1418 4th
T. Howard 1 1 1 1590 48t
D. Olsen 3 5 2 1420 3rd
R. Russwurm 5 4 3 1351 gth
D. Weaver 2 2 4 1387 5t
Bob King DNS DNS  DNS 1455 2nd
Sunfish “B”

J. Meyer DNS 3 sth 1547 3
S. Vitale 2 2 1 1532 4tn
C. Plaia DNS DNS  DNS 1584 18t
A, Troeger 1 1 DNS 1571 2nd
“CATS”

B. King DNS DNS  DNS 1545 nd
D. Weaver 1 1 DNS 1588 18t
M. Kelly DNS DNS  DNS 1542 ard

Accents & Images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
~ Vandalia, M| 49095

(574) 273-5025

(616) 4769225

fax (616) 476-9555

Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

219-272-7

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Blvd. e I[tasca, llinois 606143

e wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-772-0%2¢0
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AND PURVLE DREJIES

Red Hot Ladies” Tea

On August 7, the Yacht Club was transformed into a summer garden with a
multitude of flowers surrounding the room. The garden quickly turned into a sea
of purple and red as 64 ladies filled the room in beautiful hats and dresses. The
newly painted north wall with its French door view of the lake could not of been a
better backdrop!

Ladies enjoyed sharing stories as they sat and sipped tea and lemonade and
tried the assorted treats from cheese rolls to cheesecakes.

There were so many wonderfully decorated hats! It was hard choosing who
would be the winners but the following ladies were awarded prizes for having the
best hats: Helen Toth, Marty Ball, Louise Reith and Debbie Bolinger.

The fashion show was terrific! The Alternate Shop in Dowagiac provided the
outfits for our lovely models. Who would believe that most of the outfits
were from a second hand store!

Thanks to MaryAnn O’Neil, Helen Toth and Denny Weesner, the best women
in the world to work with! You ladies are so talented and hard working.

Many hands made this event possible, thank you all for vour help; we could-
't of done this with out you! Qurterrific models; Debbie Bolinger, Bev Kruggel,
Juanita Harlan, Betty O°Brien and Holly Troeger. To all who worked on clean up
including Helen Toth’s lovely daughters; Ann, Terry and Paula. Special thanks go
to Amanda Lacey and Amy Troeger for giving up
their afternoon to be our servers.

Till next vear,

-Darlene Troyer

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

RESTALRARNT AND: LOUNGE

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPATR

PO Box 155 Wednesday-Saturday
Vandalia, Michigan 49095 3:30pm to 11 pm MINI MART
3AM TC 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
- d
Carmy-out o $ AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 16:30 TO 12:30 (M)

38 Years in Business! Closed Monday & Tuesda, .

e Y v **TOM * BETTY * BECKY**

Finest Foed in Michiana
Phone (616) 476-9606 VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
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ome dance at the Fall Dinner

The annual Fall Dinner for the Birch Lake Yacht Club * "

will be August 24, beginning at 5:30 pm (Ind. time) in the  f i
dining hall of Camp Tannadoonah. This year the event will 1 ¢
be highlighted by old-fashioned square dancing and new- ! t
fashioned line dancing. i .
The dinner will be buffet-style, with chicken and roast f !
beef, potato salad, cole slaw, bake beans, green beans and a . i
dinmer roll (and, of course, your favorite beverages). E I
Also included during the evening will be a short, end- i Name: :
B i

4 ]

4 i

b i

f g

B 4

B -

BLYC Fall Dinner Registration

We will be attending the fall dinner on Aug. 24

of-the-year Board meeting, election of new board mem-
bers, the passing of the Commodore’s gavel, and the intro-
duction of the new Vice Commodore.

Register now by filling out the form at the right and
dropping it off with your check for S15/persen at Vitales’,
63174 Birch Rd. on the East Shore (just North of
Zesingers). Registrations must be received by August 20.

Shop UNION MARKET

No.attending: _____ @ S15each=8§

Please make checks payable to the Birck Lake Yacht Club

" Open Daily 6-6

15940 US 12 West, Union, Ml B816-641-2304

(616) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7Tam-10pm M, 6 am -9 pm IN

FEATURING: Haﬁs S ; & T&Cﬂ@
Deli Selections Fresh Meats ' 15573 U.S. 12 : B

Fresh Produce Coid Beer

Picnic Needs Videos '{}Tmsn, MI 49130

CHAPEL HiLL MISSIONARY CHURCH M a ER F ﬁ & P a E ngs g

) 14525 Chepet Hill Sireet « Union, Mi 491530

. : Phone: 816-6841-5238 Greetings Birch Lake Campers! Do you
VARG WA

LT need, want or desire a quality
1 Mi. East of Union to Baldwin Prairie Rd. Tum North . painter this summer?
1% Mi. 1o comer of Chape! Hill Street. » Does your home or cot-

Sunday Services: Sunday Schoof  2:30 am tage have a need for
ﬁéﬂ.farsmp Hour  ~10:45 am some fixing up? | am
vening Service  6:00 pm now booking jobs for the sum- |
Wadnesday: %ﬁﬁ%} 7:30 pm mer of 2002...dates will go fast. ~
7:30 pm ;
s Club 7130 gm | have references on Birch Lake,

why not give Mark a call today!!!

Come worship with us 1-574-288-3307

32502 M-62 West When you're ready to sell your lake property,

Dowagiac, Michigan 48047  we make it easy to find buyers because we're
the specialists in Southwest Michigan. Serving
{616) 782-4000 over 70 lakes in 4 counties, we have a large
selection of buyers generated by our exclusive
marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.
So when it’s time to sell, just give us a call and we’ll start reeling in the buyers!

VISITOUR WEB SITE AT http //WWW jerdon.net




It’s time to make a new
Birch Lake Directory! With your
help, we will be able to publish
anew one and distribute it in the
Spring of next year.

Beginning this week, we
will start collecting names,
addresses, phone numbers and e-
mail addresses for as many of
our neighbors as we can possi-
bly find.

We need your help!

Please take a look at the
current directory, note whatever
changes need to be made and get
them to me as soon as you can

Birch Lake Directory

50 I can start compiling the

nformation and get the new
directory ready to print (see
Page 1 for address, etc.).

You can use the form at the
tight — or make up your own,
as long as we get all of the cor-
rect new info that you want your
neighbors to have,

Anyone interested in adver-
tising in the directory or having
a listing I the Directory Yellow
Pages should contact Phil Vitale
or Bob King.

Anyone who can help on
the project should call 476-1680.

Liovpd Vaughs
- Chener

LICENSED & [NSURED IN MICHICAN & INDIANA
Accepting VISA & MASTERCARD

SI. EVANS I
13421 MCKINLEY HEGHWAY

MISHAWAKA, IND 46545
574 256-5588

AREAS IARGEST SUPPLIER
AT THE BEST PRICES
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION

BIRCH IAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON INFOR

20% DISCOUNT
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES

WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY TO PROVIDE BIRCH LAKE
WITH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW

Project

BLYC Directory Project

Names

Children

Lake Address
Lake Phone

Cottage #

Off Lake Address

Off Lake Phone

e-mail address

Other Misc.

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, Ml 49031

616-445-8838

WEB SITE: triboats.com

Customer Satisfaction Comes First

SPORT’S MARINE

We Service: WE SELL:
- ST roons
fgiﬁgm \é?nli\;fo PENTA 69545 SUNSET BLVD. SKEETER BASSBOATS
EVINRUDE UNION, MICHIGAN 46130 MERCURY MOTORS

_ EZ LOADER TRAILERS
PHONE: 616 / 641-2154 STARR BOAT LIETS, PIERS
FAX: 616/ 641-5993 & PIER PARTS

Page 7
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BIRCH LAKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM—BLYC Water Quality Committee

Dan Reynolds, Chairman

Rick Russwurin, Bob Temple, Gert Temple

August 2002

Report #9

How does BIRCH LAKE stack up?

Several [akes in Cass County pariicipate in the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations’ Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program. The 2001 results of the three parameters that were measured give an evaluation of each lake’s water quality.
As you can see, Birch Lake is rated high quality in each test, unlike any cther lake in the program.

A high quality lake, like Birch, is deep, and clear and clean, with aquatic plant growth that is native, healthy and
diverse. Dissolved oxygen is substantial in the cold, deep-botiom water of Birch Lake, and levels remain high into mid-
summer. A middle quality lake is devoid of oxygen in late summer and exhibits nuisance algae and weed growth. A
poor quality lake is weedy, with frequent algae biooms. Dissolved oxygen levels drop to near zero in the spring.

Secchi Disk Transparency —- a measure of water clarity in feet

Lake Number of Range Mean Water Quality Index
Readings Min. Max.

Baldwin 1 14 7.1 14.5 10.4 Middle
Baldwin 2 14 7.3 14.3 10.6 Middle
Baldwin 3 14 8.4 17.0 11.8 Middle
Baldwin 4 14 7.8 15.8 11.0 Middle
Big Twin No. 16 8.5 20.0 13.2 Middle
Birch 18 12.0 28.0 18.1 High

Christiana 14 55 18.0 8.3 Middle
Diamond 18 5.0 18.0 10.6 Middle
Donnell 10 5.0 14.0 9.1 Middle
Indiana 18 55 12.5 13.6 Middle
Juno 14 55 13.0 7.4 Middle
Little Twin 10 8.6 13.9 10.8 Middie
Painter 14 4.5 7.5 57 Poar

Puterbaugh 1 16 8.5 14.5 10.9 Middle
Puterbaugh 2 16 85 14.5 11.0 Middle
Puterbaugh 3 16 8.5 14.5 11.0 Middle

Total Phosphorus {ug/1) — used to predict the level of aigae

Lake Spring Overtum Late Summer Water Quality Index
Volunteer DEQ Volunteer DEQ
Baldwin 5 - 11 - Middle
Birch g - 7 - High
Christiana 25 - 16 - Middle
Dawey 18 - No Sampie - No Rating
Diamond 8 il 7 5 High
Donnell 1 - No Sample - No Rating
June 40 - 19 - Middle
No. Twin ] 9 7 2] High
Painter 25 - 44 - Poor
So. Twin 8 10 g g High
Chiorophyll — relative amount of aigae is estimated by measuring chlorophyll
Lake Sampling Event Mean Water Quality Index
May June July Aug. Sept.
Birch 5 2 2 2 3 238 High
Diamond 3 1 2 5 5 32 Middle
Juno 2 6 5 1 7 6.2 Middle
No. Twin 4 8 4 3 2 32 Middle
Painter 12 7 13 29 35 19 Poor
So. Twin 3 3 - 1 1 2 High

Page 8
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This is a wedding summer for us.
Where we are concerned, weddings
always seem to come in bunches. We've
been invited to three this season, but con-
trary to our usual behavior, we're only
going to attend one of the three, As we
gracefully age, we find ourselves less
inclined to turn our world upside down to
accommodate the schedules of our rela-
tives and friends.

The first invitation came from a fel-
low named Jim whom I met during my
years in business. He's a guy twenty-
three years my junior, who became a good
friend to both Shirley Anne and me, and
with whom we have spent many happy
times. He's 2 handsome giant who once
performed as a goalie on 2 U.S. Olympic
Soccer team, and he also enjoyed a brief
pro football career on the roster of the
New York Jets. We have not met his
intended.

We made it to Jim's first wedding
about ten vears ago in Los Angeles. His
bride at that time was a tall, beautiful,
young prosecuting attorney named Karen
(She was working on the O.J. Simpson
case at the time) whose flaming red hair
and statuesque figure helped her be even
prettier than her husband on their wed-
ding day. The ceremony took place
beside the swimming pool at The St.
James Club in the Hollywood hills, and
except for Bob Shapiro and his wife (he
was one of 0.]'s defense lawyers), I
believe Shirley Anne and I were the two

shortest, smallest people in attendance.
The highlight, or lowlight of the recep-
tion, depending on your point of view,
was the total explosion of a zipper that
ran the length of a stunning young
woman's strapless cocktail dress. She was
dancing the night away when her entire
ensemble came unstuck, making it neces-
sary for her to boogie off the dance floor
in nothing but a pair of sheer pantyhose
and two very spiky high heeled shoes.

This time around, Jim made the wed-
ding the kickoff event in a three day cele-
bration, all of which took place in the
Sonoma valley wine country, in Northern
California. It would have been fun, but a
July 3rd to 6th affair would have taken us
away at the one time when our entire
family had made plans to be here at the
lake. Besides, I doubted that anyone was
going 1o top the trick with the strapless
dress.

I have a niece who plans to be wed in
Austin, Texas on August 24th. I'm cer-
tain it will be a glorious day, but the 25th
will be our 40th wedding anniversary, and
we aren't going to sacrifice our private
celebration, even to share someone else's
joy. We'll have to catch up with her and
her handsome husband-to-be sometime
later.

1t's the third wedding that we'll be
attending. We're going to Chicago on the
weekend that this column appears in the
Barker. Once again our connection is to
the groom, a 40ish bachelor whom I met

By The wordrunner

through business associates. During the
past five years he's become so close to
both of us that he is like a member of the
family. However, he is also a man of
fixed habits and behaviors, a man set in
his ways, sort of an African American
Henry Higgins, whom I thought would
probably never let a woman in his life.

He's been very nervous during the
past several weeks, and he's quick to
admit that he's approaching the altar with
fear and trepidation. It should make for
an interesting afternoon and evening.

Weddings are wonderfial. They are at
or near the top of my list of favorite cele-
brations. I just wish that all of our friends
would get together and do a little plan-
ning, so that we could spread these
morments of joy more evenly over the
course of each year. If any of you have
figured out a way to make that happen,
please let me know. I'd appreciate the
help.

ITosurance

uzr:xau A ERCE uc.
Good Group Rates and

Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Aute, Life & Boat

Mature Owner Discounts

' FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB |
ADAMSVILLE MICHIGAN '

“Call us for a quick quote”

15479 U.S. 12
P.0. Box T4 (616) 641-5995
Usion, MI 49130 Fax (616) 641-5787

DINING ROOM
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Countrg il

Receptions B Business Lunches E Parties

- “Be,
Call 1-616-699-534%
to reserve for

DSBS NITA I RENARNEL

3 Lady Blues + 12

You can order any of these books at any bookstore or
online at Amazon.com or Bames&Nobie.com.

LOOK FOR J. MICHAEL BLUE'S:

Justified Crimes - A Ray Fox Mystery

3LADY BLUES
12

- A Micki Garrity Mystery

A Collection of 15 Short Stories

THE MYSTERY WRITERS OF AMERICA & COFFEE CUP PRESS ANNOUNCE
That Birch Lake s own Jim Blue now has three books available in MWA trade paperback and e-book editions

A Favor For Zodiac

ZODIAC

3, mIgRARL BIUE

For More Information Visit Jim's Website At www.jmblue.com, or
contact Jim at 476-2708 to order an autographed book

All royalties on books ordered from Jim will be donated to The Birch Lake Yacht Club
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My two favorite
constellations, or “aster-
isms™ as we scientists call them, putona
great show in the southern sky each evening
this fime of year. Ilike them because their
shapes are particularly recognizable.

Reddish-orange Antares, the brightest
star in the constellation Scorpius, stands to
the right, about 18 degrees (less than two
fists held at arm’s length) and a bit lower
than the Moon about an hour after sunset.
Although the constellation often is referred
to as “Scorpio,” the name adopted by
astronomers is Scorpius. Antares is the
heart of the scorpion. The head and claws
extend up and to the west, while the tail
curves down toward the water and then

Stu’s Star Stuff

curls up. The spot the moon occupies is in
the vicinity of the direction to the center of
the Milky Way galaxy. The core of the
Milky Way lies about 27,000 light-years
away. [tis hidden from view behind clouds
of interstellar dust.

Tomorrow night the moon moves from
above the spout to near the “handle” of the
“teapot” shape of Sagittarius. In the eatly
evening notice the 2nd-magnitude star
Nunki two moon diameters to the lower left.
As the night progresses the Moon passes
very close to the star for observers in most
the of U.S. (The minimum separation for
Michigan skywatchers occurs about T am.
EDT) Folks in western Canada and near the
northwestern .S, boundary will see the

Moon pass in front of
the star, blocking it from
view for a period of time.

The teapot represents only & portion of
the constellation Sagittarius. A bit more
imagination is required to see the archer
shooting his arrows toward the heart of the
scorpion.

Look for Scorpius and the teapot above
the south shore tonight when you’re out
enjoying show. Use your imagination to
watch the steam from the Milky Way pour
from the teapot’s spout. The rest of the
show is free too.

-Stewart Spratt

Vandaiia, Mt 42093

Phone Fax (618} 476-2370

“Since 178" e Eﬁ;?
' softeners
. iron Filters
B3021 Birch Rd. E. JOYCE KLIMEK
a2t Birch Lake Broker

(574)

License # CF81041489

Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Disposals Sinks

Toilets Bathtubs/Showers
Faucets Winterization

License #81-07776

THE TAN SHOP /,

Simonton Lake Plaza
51523 S.R. 19 N_- Elihart, IN 46514

Ultrabronz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

i

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Sckooleraft, MY 616-679-5500 Eikhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our pecple, products and services, visit us at:

www.hieclumber.com

Soe only thing we

ovelook o
Sother Lake
Steats - Cfcfgyémf

Three Rivers, il 49093

(616) 279-7984

BENZ CONSTRUCTION

18 years Experience ® Free Estimates

Licensed General Contractor

Roofing @ Siding
Residential Remodeling

No Job Too Small

19984 M 60 East

f%} Proudly Serving Birch Lake
For 13 Years

Seasonal Pier

Installation & Removal

Average $20 a section

All New Custom Piers

Insured
Phone: (616) 476-2517

Jeff Bienz (Owiter)
14351 Harvey St Vandaliz, MI 49095
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YMCA Camp

T - Phone 815244 5125
er & Fax 6162445000

wenn campeh.orng

Located on nearby Corey Lake, Camp Eberhart has 183 acres with aver & mile of Corey Lake
shoreline. Eberhart programs inglude: archery, arts & crafis®, astrncamp™, astronomy/rocketry™
by guns & riflery”, hoals & canoes, camp stare™ chédlenge®, disc golf, fishing & casting, horse-
back riding™, horsemasters, land spors, nature lore, photography™, salling, swimming, wake-
boarding™, waterskiing”™ & windsurfing. There are (4) 90 minute program perivdsfday. (" extra §)

The Exernart carrping tradition getes backto 1908, Inthe surmmer of 1609, fwenly Lovs frorm the South Bend YAFCA,
inclucing Harr’s Huribil Eberhart, carrped in lents at Corey Lake Harrls eft camp before the end of summer o take 2
friend home for a visit. OnJuly 24, Harris & his frienc were kiled in an sutodrain accicent. A map was fourd ameng
Harrls’ belongings cepleting how fe wolid like carmp to ook, In Sexptember of 1908 the Eferhart Family donsted mongy
o purchase land & ouitfit the carp in memory of their son. The carmp was officially cedibated on Juky 4, 1910,

The 2002 camp season ends 0817102 - make camper reservations early as openings get tight by spring each year!

69608 Sunsef Bivd.
Union, W

&:ssy@ﬁ

A Design / Build Firm

UILDERS, INC.

universal designs for accessible living
20, Box 272

Dnion, MIdo130.0772  1-888-641-9205

Handyman Repairs

» Roof to basement - inside and out

» Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
» Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

» Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

+ Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

« Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance

» Painting - interior and exterior

* Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

« Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

» We do windows

» Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing
» Spring and fall yard clean up

o Tree and shrub trimming

» Rototill your garden

Free Estimates
» Firm quotes for all jobs

* Fully insured

» No job too big or too small

Property Management
» Reliable caretaker

- Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs
» Periodically checks your property

» Provides second home peace of mind

» Call for all lake property requirements

{ Dave’s Residential Services

(618) 476-2797; Wireless (616) 362-0724
dhardisty@bsanstalk.net
Emergency Service Available 24/7 y
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The Best of Beck’s Bistro

Preheat oven to 375. Bake tuna
steaks for 6 to 8 minutes.

2 Tlbs milk

Mix jello, sugar,
comstarch, and

Meanwhile, heat oil to medium-  Mix ali together, and press mto water In

high in skillet. Saute onion and  pie plate and up sides of plate. saucepan. Cook

garlic, Add tomatoes. Stir in Poke crust with a fork and bake  umtil thick and

marmalade and vinegar. at 450 for 10-12 minutes (until clear. Let cool.
Balsamic Tuna light browmn). (quick cool by
4 Tuna steaks Serve salsa over tuna. Serves 4 setting pan m
1 Tibs olive oil Filiing; cold water). |
1/2 sweet onton, diced Fresh Fruit Pie 1 30z pkg jello (same flavor as After cooled, Ny
1 galic clove, minced (Blueberry or Peach) fruit) add 4-6 cups of SR,
2 plum tomatoes, diced 1 cup sugar fresh fruit, mix
2 Tlbs orange marmalade Crust: 11/2 cups flour 3 1/2 Tlbs comstarch well, and pour into crust and
4 Tlbs balsamic vinegar 1/2 cup oil 1 1/2 cups boiling water refrigerate at least 2 hrs to set.

2-3 Tlbs sugar Top with Cool Whip.

' or busingss. We simply offer the best
' services, at the best prices, with the best
upport staff in the areal

616/688-5103

68777 Avenue A
Edwardsburg, Mi

1-888/EAGLE-LA
(1-888/324-5352)
FAX 616/699-7488

www.eaglelakemarine.com

Storage B Sales B Service
Upholstery/Trim Shop

Boat Covers/Seat
Covers/Tops/Uphostery & More

Eagle Lake Marine

has personalized

service and certified
technicians who go the extra mile to ensure that
your boating days are pleasurable

| *ﬁnﬁnsan*

DUTEOARDD
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PRESERVE and PROTECT

PRESERVE and PROTECT

I read with great interest, the letter writ-
ten by my good friend Dan Reynolds regard-
ing the potential of sewers at Birch Lake and
his studied rationale of why they are not
necessary today. I agree with everything he
wrote and everything that Mr. Anthony
Groves, MLS. wrote in his supporting letter
to Gert Temple. However, I don't believe
Dan's conclusion ... that the lake and the
properties around the lake won't be in need
of sewers for another 20 years, is necessarily
true. I think we are seeing signs that sewers
Or a new septic system itiative could be
needed now.

HISTORY. The work that was done in the
"80s through the leadership Gert Temple,
Dan Reynolds and their dedicated committee
did make a difference in the quality of the
lake water. At that time sewers were not 2
viable option. The only option was to
upgrade our septic systerns. Those upgraded
septic systems are now 12 to 18 years old.
Based upon my experience, and as a result
of talking to several Health Departments in
the region, the average useful life of a septic
system in good soil under ideal circum-
stances is 12 10 13 years. Many of the sys-
tems around the Lake are situated in less
than good soils. As any of you who have
had the opportunity or the necessity to
change your septic system in the last several
vears know, the codes, requirements and
costs for a septic system today are signifi-
cantly different than 12 or 15 years ago.
Based upon information from two Septic
installation companies and two home
builders, replacement septic system costs
range from $4,500-812,000 with mound sys-
tems costing 2 to 2-% times the cost of con-
ventional systems. These estimates will vary
depending upon the ease of access for exca-
vation equipment, size of home, and Health
Department requirements.

FUTURE. We need to press forward with
this sewer opportunity for many reasons:

1) As real estate values continue to rise on
Birch Lake, those who buy are going to nat-
urally want to improve their properties com-
mensurate with their investment (te, Another
bedroom and/or bath, etc.). Also, the new
owners will most probably increase the
usage of the properties over the previous
owners. Some may even convert to year-
around homes, causing additional and con-
tinual stress on individual septic systems.
Septic systems cause a lack of flexibility in
what can be done with an existing property,
either through remodeling, or tear down and
rebuild. 2) The spike in ammonium nitro-
gen recently being discovered in some of our
wells may be the result of too many septic
systems In close proximity to one another.
According to the St. Joseph County Health
Department Ammonium Nitrogen 1s 2 by~
product of waste water treatment. It is NOT
the only source, but it is one of them.

TIMING. Itis my understanding that this

proposal requires a good amount of support
from the property owners at Birch Lake,
Shavehead Lake, the Village of Union,
Baldwin, Long, Coverdale and Indiana
Lakes in order to create the number of home
sites necessary to make the costs as low as
has been projected. Therefore, it requires all
of our participation and cooperation to make
this project a reality.

If we choose not to go forward with this
opportunity and demonstrate a lack of sup-
port, we are taking a leadership position to
see the project fail. If at some point in time
in the future, near or far, sewers become a
requirement, this option may not even exist.
Based upon the fact that in 1992 Diamond
Lake installed sewers at the tune of about
$4,500 per household, and in 1998 and 1999
Donnell Lakes average installation was
$7,500, and our anticipated costs are in the
neighborhood of $11,000, installation costs
at a time in the future, should the opportuni-
ty exist, will be significantly higher than
they are today. Also, the mumicipal bond
market today is 4%-5% and represents per-
haps the lowest interest rate in 25-30 years
further benefiting a positive decision today.

SEPTIC SAFETY. In most neighboring
communities ordinances are in place that
prohibits the construction of a residence,
requiring well and septic, on a lot less than
15,000 square feet. A 15,000 square foot
property would be 2 100’ x 150' typically.
The effective average lot size at Birch Lake
is 56" X 130" or 7,280 square feet. Less than
Y that mindmum. Those same communities,
having experienced significant drinking
water quality problems in developments
served by septic systems, are in the process
of modifying those ordinances to require
30,000 to 44,000 square feet of lot area in
order to safely accommodate a private well
and septic. The reasons for these ordinances
are obvious in that private septic systems in
high density cause ground water pollution to
the point where the drinking water fails to
meet safe guidelines. (This could be happen-
ing to us now.) These changes to such ordi-
nances are commonplace throughout the
country. The density of septic systems on a
majority of the Lake DO NOT meet any of
today's minimum health standards. The
more we use them, the faster they will fail.
It is not a matter of IF they will fail; itis 2
matter of WHEN,

BLUE, COOL and CLEAR. While our
lake water at this point in time is not suffer-
ing, there is no guarantee that with increased
uses on these existing private septic systems
that our present condition will continue, In
fact the reports of high Ammonium Nitrates
in sorme of our well water may indicate the
beginning of high density septic systems
effect on the groundwater. Now is the time
to preventively move forward causing and
keeping our lake at its best condition.
Waiting for the private septic system to fail,
and our Lake water quality to show signs of
deterioration, is not the appropriate time to

cure the issue. Now is the time to act pre-
ventively for the health and safety of maybe
not my generation, but the generations to
come. SEWERS ARE NOT JUST FOR
POLLUTED LAKES ... THEY PREVENT
LAKES FROM POLLUTION

SEWER CONSTRUCTION HAZARDS.
There is no doubt that the installation of 2
sewer system at our Lake will be a total
inconvenience and a total mess, but no more
$0 than at other lake communities. The eco-
logical disruption or phosphorus runoff sim-
ply did not occur. There is more risk for
dangerous run off from the process required
in the replacement of existing septic sys-
tems. Yes, there are risks in the construction
of a sewer system, but those risks have been
managed successfully in all area projects to
date. In addition, the short inconvenience is
far outweighed by the long-term benefits.

THE INVESTMENT. I really think that
the largest impediment to acceptance of sew-
ers at Birch Lake deals with the cost to each
and every one of us to implement this proj-
ect. The costs are real and they are relative-
ly salty. Believe it or not I have no interest
in spending $12,000+- to have my property
hooked up to 2 sewer system. I am fortunate
in that I have enough ground to replace my
septic gystem many times over without
endangering the quality of ground water of
any of my neighbors. But I also understand
the long-term benefits of a sewer system, not
only to the ecology of Birch Lake, but also
the financial impact it has or property value.
Every commumity that has implemented
sewers has recovered their investment short-
ly in increased property values, We have
been blessed with an appreciation rate here
at Birch Lake fundamentally because of our
incredibly blue, clear, cool lake. That appre-
ciation will cease to keep up with the sur-
rounding areas if in fact septic systems
become an issue again and the remedy for
the septic problem is not available. When
we Invest the kinds of money that we have
invested, each one of us in our properties on
Birch Lake, we must do what is best to pro-
tect that investment. Qur properties are 2 sig-
nificant investment and are most probably a
significant part of our wealth. At a time
when altemative investments are fattering,
real estate continues to perform well and
remains a good solid investment for each
end every one of us. This sewer option fur-
ther insures your investment is protected, as
well as the lake quality. If sewers are possi-
ble at Birch Lake under this propoesal, they
will be as affordable today as they ever will
be in the future. Remember, PROACTIVE
remedies are always less expensive than
REACTIVE remedies.

BACK LOT DEVELOPMENT. Porter
Township has in effect an ordinance, which
prohibits key holing or back lot development
with limited lake access. An example of

Continued on next Page

SPECIAL NOTICE

The issue of wasie water treatment and &
potential Birch Lake sewer system has generated
considerable interest and cordroversy over the
past few weeks,

Severai requests have been received from
Lakers to publish information and individual letters
of opinion. While officers and board of directors
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club, and the editor of
the Barker WILL NOT ENDORSE ANY opinion

on the issue, the Baker will publish opinion let-
ters that meet the following stipulations:

Z Al lefters must be signed and the writers must
allow their names to be published with the article.
B8 Letters must be submitied by deadlines listed.
B All letters must be submifted via e-mail, or on
computer disk in a text format

B Al letters must be no more than 500 words; if
letters are over 500 words, they will only be pub-
lished on an avallable timefspace basis, and pro-

viding the author agrees to cover all additional
costs incurmed because of the letter,
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Continued from previous page

Key holing is 2 15-lot, off-lake subdivision
having the right to jointly use one lot on the
lake to access the lake. That style of subdi-
vision development is prohibited. We have
currently a couple of key holing exceptions,
which are part of our commumity today.
Those obviously would be grandfathered and
would be allowed, The demand for back lot
development in and around Birch Lake in
Vandaliz, Michigan without lake access is
minimal to none. So please, do not make
your decision predicated on a fear that this
sewer development will promote high densi-
ty off lake development. Based upon his-
toric and current market data, off lake devel-
opment without lake access does not have a
realistic chance of success.

CAMP TANNADOONAH. The proposed
sewer project's effect on the financial health

of Camp Tamnadoonah is my most serious
concemn. Knowing that the financial life of a
girls and/or boys camp is year-to-year and
month~to-month, and that any excessive
forced expense can spell their demise, a sat-
isfactory solution for Camp is a necessity. I
know first hand having spent 40 years asso-
ciated with Camp Eberhart at Corey Lake
that the maintenance, repair angd replacement
of septic systems is a constant challenge.
Sewers for Camp Tarmadoonah would be a
blessing if they could be affordable. There
may be grants or funding programs available
for not-for-profits organizations to help off-
set this expense, however it is my under-
standing that a financial plan has been nego-
tiated with the Township relative to Camp
that is significantly more affordable than the
formula provides. This is my No. 1 concern.
Should Camp Tannadoonah be provided
with a plan that works within their financiat
constraints, then [ think we have an opportu-

nity that can only benefit everybody.

CONCLUSION. After you read Dan's arti-
cle and the supporting letter from Anthony
Groves, you recognize one indisputable fact,
... it 15 not a matter of if we need sewers, it is
a matter of when, I thunk that that the Sewer
Project is an OPPORTUNITY, not at impo-
sitton!! We should be leading our neighbor-
ing communities to ACCEPT this proposal,
not lead them to support its demise.

After all we have the most to lose ... We
are privileged to live on the most beautiful
lake in Michigan, and we need to PRE-

SERVE and PROTECT its future.
Thank you,
-Rick Deolittle
Cottage #3533
476-9713

Losing Ourselves

and Saving The Lake

I remember when I could look over the
edge of my sailboat and not be able to see
the bottom of the lake In five feet of water.
I remember walking onto the pier at my in-
law’s cottage in the Cove to get a closer
look at a wide expanse of scummy, foul
smelling, oily, waste that had washed up on
the West Shore.

There were many days when a soapy
foam of greasy contaminants, pushed east-
ward by strong winds, clung to our seawall
and coated rocks along the shoreline. We
didn’t know what it was, or where it came
from, but we knew it didn’t belong here.

I remember when more than one home-
owner thought it was okay to empty septic
waste directly into the lake or into one of
the bodies of water that connect to the lake.
They did it quietly, when they probably
thought no one would notice, but each of
them did it more than once.

There was a time when a neighboring
farm field that drained directly into Birch,
housed hundreds of pigs. The pigs did what
pigs do, and most of it ended up in the lake
water. Also, many neighboring farmers
placed raw sewage on top of their fields,
rather than “injecting” it into the soil to
guard against lake contamination. They
probably meant no harm, but harm resulted
from their carelessness.

The reason I bring those things up
today is that none of them would have
changed had it not been for the tireless,
patient, dogged, work of a very small group
of people, led by Gert Temple and Dan
Reynolds. Nobody could have given the
two of them or those who assisted them,
adequate compensation or reward for the
work they did, and the changes they brought
about. Yet they did it all for the love of the
lake, and we owe them great raspect and
admiration.

It took a decade to identify all of the
septic systems that were polluting the lake
and to get them replaced. Identification was
the easy part. Persuading the folks who had
the problems to do something about those
problems is what ate up the years. In the
end, a very few had to be taken to the brink
of legal action before they would bring their
systerns into compliance with the law.

T used to carp at Dan Reynolds that it
was ridiculous to go on year after year mak-
ing such slow progress, when the need for

change was so great. “The law is on our
side,” I would say. “Let’s use it.”

“It’s better to go slow;” Dan would say
to me. “We’'re all neighbors here. We all
have to live together long after we put this
behind us.”

Those are good words for us to remem-
ber today. The sewer propesal is a signifi-
cant issue. There are risks to us and to our
lake, regardless of which course of action
we choose, and the dollars involved could
dig a hole in anyone’s savings. Some see
the coming of sewers as the end of the tradi-
tional Birch Lake lifestyle and the beginning
of condo mania. Others believe we are
being barbaric when we flush our toilets
into the soil from which we obtain our
drinking water.

Feelings are running high. I"m not
interested in proselytizing, but there are a
few things about the current debate that are
bothering me.

I heard an assertion, repeated more than
once during the past two weeks, that the
current flurry of activity to test drinking
water for nitrates, was instigated by Nancy
Walker because she is a Real Estate agent
and “she wants to scare everyone into vot-
ing for sewers, so she can bring condo
development to Birch.” What nonsense!
Anyone who believes that Nancy would do
anything that might damage this lake, just
5o that she could make more money, doesn’t
know Nancy Walker at all.

A letter appeared in the Barker that
suggested that some unnamed parties were
“lobbying” to get Birch and Shavehead
Lakes “included” in sewer development to
help baii Baldwin, Long, and Indiana lakes
out of their “serious sewer problems.” “The
more lake homes hooking up to the pro-
posed system the less the cost per home,”
the letter writer suggested. There’s no ques-
tion that Baldwin, Long, and Indiana lakes
need sewers, but anyone who has looked at
the proposed sewer project would know that
those three lakes will pay less per house-
hold, if Birch and Shavehead stay out of the
mix than if we go in with them.

Amother piece of gossip holds that “the
only reason that the water quality committee
people are opposed to sewers is because
they won’t have anything to do once sewers
are installed,” If 5o, they must be
masochists, because I can’t imagine anyone
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wishing for more of what they have endured
over the past fifieen years. I know I never
want 10 see us go through another round of
“cleaning up.”

P’ve been told that “those who are pushing
for sewers are doing it because they want to
‘cash in” when property values rige.”
According to this theory, Dean Davis is
“behind the sewer project” because he wants
to sell out and move to Florida.

Where does this stuff come from? It is hurt-
ful, demeaning, malicious, and 1t can
destroy a neighborhood.

In my experience, those who attack
their opponents instead of the arguments
their opponent’s advance do so, because
they lack confidence in their own positions.
The arguments in this and every other
debate have to stand or fall on their own.

Clearly, you don’t need sewers to get
condos —~ there were condos on Diamond
Lake long before those folks had sewers.
Zoning is a much bigger roadblock to devel-
opment than the absence of sewers,

On the other hand, a lake as pristine as
Birch is not in eminent danger of pollution
1f we reject a sewer proposal. We have an
outstanding water quality committee and we
could probably go on for many years before
we, or our kids, are forced into making a
change. We can pay a high price now or,
we or someone else, can pay a higher price
later.

As a matter of filll disclosure, it is
probably worth noting that T favor the sewer
project. Ihave concerns about how it will
be done and by whom, and questions about
how steep the costs will be, but in the end, I
come down on the side of putting in a sys-
tem as soon as it is practicable to do so.

Whatever we do, however, let’s be gen-
erous with each other, and to those of you
who are angry and bitter about the presence
of this issue or the resistance to it, I say, get
over it. We need to think this through as a
community, and regardless of the position
any of us takes on the matter, none of us
should be maligned or denigrated by our
neighbors. Each of us is a full citizen and a
devoted shepherd of this wonderful place,
and each of us wants what is best for its
fisture.

-Jim Blue



Cleaning Tips

by Messy Maude

1love fresh cut flowers on the table! The roads_ §

around the lake are full of wildfiowers through-3
out the summer and I enjoy bringing some of %

the outdoors indoors. However, I do not enjoy

Try this lazy trick to clean out that yucky stuff.

To remove stains from the bottom of 2 glass. Im N4
flower vase fill with water and drop in two Jf}/] II”” N

Alka-Seltzer tablets. Let soak for an hour,

We Most Sincerely Appreciate This Opportunity To Serve You.
It Is Our Goal To Provide For Your EveijJAzdomatzve Need.
De Not Hesitate To Avail Yourself Of Our Many

Expert Services -

Thank You!

Casua! Dmmg ~ Fine Food ~ Cock]‘cils
Come meet the new ownersl -

| vnguﬁfuiBGir Lake : ES 3 PRI AR

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 7 a.m. ~ 10 p.m. 4325 NORTH GRAPE RD. ® MISHAWAKA, IN. 46545
Sunday ~ 8 a.m. ~ & p.m. (574) 243-7700 (888) 775-3987
: Ask for Joe Rodela, your personal sales advisor
12039 Bair Lake Rd 616~244~9004 Joer@lexusofmmhawaka.comy P wwwlexusofmishawaka.com
Jones, Ml 49061 Closed on Monday Also a2 Board Member of CampFire USA.
83093 Birch Road
Vandalia, M} 49085
Curtis
Insurance Agency, inc. . . .
Since 1845 Cleémmg Linda & Terry Curtis
Services
For tbe He@ You Need gomrrle(r;:ia[ & Residential
arpe eaning
When You Need It Most

616-476-2431

219 S. 3rd 5t

Ei%z Bw:?«iﬁsﬁs

art,
218/ 293-9571 Jolin Baﬂ, J!., c.;.c. Bonded & !nsured
FAX 2197 294-8837 Ragistered Reprasentative

1120 Follet Drive
(Behind Porky’s)

* RAVE/Agua Jump Trampolines

* PWC Service
SeaDoo  Yamaha Kawasaki #* Marina Supplies * Service % Storage

* Major & Minor Engine Repair o gyapp & L AKESHORE PWC fifts

QRC / Mercruiser
* 27,000 Sq Ft Building

&l16-445-.2191 #* Authorized SHORE STATION
Rogat Lift Dealer
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Barker Classified Advertising

EORSALE
FOR SALE - 1891Sea-Doo
Bombardier Jet Ski, including cover
and shore station - as is condition.
Needs new battery. $ 500. Contact
476-8820.

Boat Lift: Shore Master aluminum
boat lift. Maximum beat beam is 96
inches. Holds 3600 pounds. Does
not have canopy. Has cradle brack-
ets and boat guides. Thisliftisin
very good condition — winch, wheel,
cable, boat guides and puileys all
new in last few of years. Take a
look ~ Cowens on the west shore.
$1,000. Call 476-2786 or (352)
753-1187.

For Sale — 5000 BTU GE Window
AIR CONDITIONER — 110 volt. 2
months old. $120. Call 476-2642

For Sale — Computer Desk, solid
maple wood 48277 $40; Utility
Stand on rollers 19"x12"x25" $40;
Bookcase, three shelves, open
back 32"x13-1/2"x33" $8 Call Vicki
476-2333

3+ bedrooms. 104 frontags. East
side. Call 478-9862 or (574) 272-
9221,

Slaiom Ski For Sale. Kidder Pro
MX 67" Double Boot, Ad]. Fin $180
or best offer. Call Tomn at 476-9348.

For Sale: Vagabond 14 sail boat
(1400t daysailer). Call Pat at 476-
2578.

Home at 63208 Kinsey St. (Birch
Lake): Four bedroom brick ranch
wideeded access. Call Joyce at
(616) 476-2370.

SPINET PIANO — Lyon & Healy;
plays well. $400. Call Bob at 476~
2293,

Canoe for Sale. 17 ft. Grumman
square stern, excellent condition.
Also 4 hp Evinrude. 616-471-7647
or §16-921-0710

Fishin Buddy Mode! 2250 clamp-
on fish locater. 3-years old $200
(firm). 476-2227

16' Sea Nymph fishing boat with
40 hp motor (fittle use), electric
start, fish finder, electric anchor, live
fish wells, electric frolling motor and
Shorelander trailer $3,750

— als0 -
24' Riviera Cruiser Pontoon; seat
covers, radio, canopy, ice chest, 40
hp motor $5,900. Call Nagys at
616-476-2612 or 574-522-0995.

Year-round Birch lakefront home.

Chicago Bears fickets - 2002
games being played in Champaign,
llinois. 4 seats, $55 each for the
following games: Szt Aug 10, 7:05
pm-Denver; Fri Aug 23, 7:05 pm-
Jacksonville; Sun Dec 15, noon-NY
Jets; Sun Dec 29, 7:30 pm-Tampa,
Call Chris at 476-8492 or 847 226-
4078.

ly with traller. Please contact Bob
or Stephanie Kennedy at (616) 344-
6545, or talk to John or Jody
Meyers.

Interested in purchasing a small
fishing boat frailer and 2 5 or 6 hp
outboard. Call Bud at 476-2526.

Wanted to Buy: Small cottage on
Birch Lake andfor waterfront lot fo
build. Long-term interest Michigan
born, raised and schooled. GO
BLUE!! All leads appreciated and
considered from any source. Mark
and Christine Werkema, Granger,
IN (574) 243-8333. e-mail. jet-
books@flightline.com

[ need a small frailer to move and
store my MG sailboat for the winter.
Call Phil 476-1680.

FOR RENT.
Birch Lake cottage, west side.
616-471-7647 or 616-921-0710

LOST
Mustang Water Ski; probably on
east side. if a neighbor recovered
it, please call Betly or Joe O'Brien
£76-9374. Thanks!

Lost: Cover for cooler on paddie
boat. [t is blue plasfic. Gall Patfi at
476-2407.

Lost: Prescription sunglasses in
gray case - call 476-2227

WANTED 70 BUY
Seaworthy sunfish sailboat, ideal-

Lost Dog — Yeliow Lab; 3-4 yrs.
old; 80-100 [bs. Red collar and blue

& white flea coller. Named Harley.
Call 476-2669

FOUND
Found — Silver ring with dia-
monds. Found in sand on south-
east shore. Call Linda or Ron
Witchie 476-9354 fo describe it
it's yours.

Found — “Shock Doctor” mouth
guard retainer, clear with black
inserts. Pick it up any weekend at
Brovold cotfage, 62861 Lakeview
Dr. {west side} or call 476-8862 or
684-5547.

SERVICES
Lawn care & More: Grass cutling,
leaf raking, deck cleaning & odd
jobs. Call Scott at 4761001

MiSC.
Stanley's geftin’ desperate —
Wanted: any female, preferably
rich, young, beautiful and volup-
tuous, but at this point, even two-
nosed, butt-ugly, jetly-roll fat, knock-
kneed, pigeor-toed, toothless,
bearded, bald, tattoced, multiply
pierced, bunioned, callousad,
knuckle-cracking, tobacco-spittiry,
Harley-ridin’, nose-pickin’, cigar
smokin', pole-danein’, caldron-stir-
fin’, broom-ridin’ wilches, wenches,
bridge frolls, harpies, hags, strum-
pets and doxies are welcome to
apply. Object a deep, meaningful
relationship (or 2 sleazy, meaning-
less one-night stand of sweaty hand
holding and french kissing). Call
Stanley at 476-2113.

Nancy Waiker
- CHS, @GRt~

Sin'cer_e!y,

“The Lake Expert”

www.nancy-walker.com

= Ovér 47 million sold!

In tcday 5 competiiwe real estate market you need f:esh anﬁ creatwe ways io seE
and buy hcmes That's. why. it's a good !dea to. use a reai estate agent who fu!iy
' understands the !atest techmqaes that get resuits e ,astf :

. [ m a professional real estate ageni for RE]MAX -So;: if you ‘re lcoiung for an tnnova-
'twe and’ har@workmg mcitwduai to represe "you or someone You know in; buymg
or seiling 2 hcme, piease cail me today Fresh ideas are my speczalty

s '_ ".Shore Acres

21 550 Shcre Acres Rd
- Cassopolis, Michigan 49031

- Cifice: (800) 3B85-2763

- - Residence: {(616) 476-2515
':Emaﬁ nancywa lker@realtor.com

Page 16




