A publication for people who love Birch Lake

reetings fellow Birch Lakers.
The summer that Phil thought
would never end has. Oris
about to. Looks like it’s my
turn to steer the ship.

Please aliow me to
introduce myself I'm notz
man of wealth, and no one ever accused
me of having any taste, but I have been
around for a long, long time. This is my
40th summer at Birch Lake. My parents,
Archie and Ginny, bought our cottage on
the north side from Bill and Le King in
1967. We rented there for 3 years before.
I grew up summering here, sailing in
Sunfish races, waterskiing and running
wild in all manner of power boats. Some
of you may remember and perhaps even
have called my parents to report me.
When I fiss about boating safety next
summer remember that I know from
experience. I've broken zbout every rule

This is your last Barker of 2003, and
the editor decided we hadn’t had
enough sailing pictures ... Thanks to
everyone who bought an ad, paid their
dues, delivered papers and con-
tributed new and photos:

out there and now look back and realize
that T was just 2 lucky kid. Ya gotta be
careful.

Fast forward to the present ... Llivein
South Bend with my beautiful bride Kim
and her son Andrew (17). She has anoth-
er son, Ryan (20} and I have two boys,
Chris (19) and Michael (16) that live in
KY. I work as a software trainer/consult-
ant for a company in Indianapolis and
Kim is a nurse in the Peds ICU at
Memorial Hospital. So there you go.

We all had a delightful time at the
fall dinner. The down home country
cooking was provided by Kendra Reid
and Cookie Wright from South Bend.
There was excellent live bluegrass back-
ground musi¢ performed by Duane Gundy
before dinner, and afterward we worked
off some calories with a square dance
called by Roger Knapp of Elkhart.
Thanks so much to ail who helped set up
and especiaily to those who stayed behind
to help clean up.

Qur now-past commodore, Phil

Vitale, also had a spot on the evening’s
agenda. Phil recognized a number of
folks for all the help that he received dur-
ing his term as commodore. Special
recognition awards were given to Jim &
Sally Beck, Jim and Debbie Bolinger and
Erica Vitale and Steve Richards. And the
Commodore’s trophy was awarded to
Dick Bender for his excellent contribu-
tions 1o the vacht club and to Birch Lake.
Finally, and not least of all, we

announced this vear’s Vice Commodore
(and Commodore for the year 2005).
This young man has been on Birch Lake
for more than 30 years. Many of you
remember his parents, Don and Mary
Alice. His name is John Erhardt. John
lives on the south side near the turn-
around with his lovely bride Nyla and
their 3 boys Randy (13), Ben (10) and
Luke (6). Johnis very enthusiastic and
has a number of ideas for different events
for all ages next summer. John, thanks
and welcome aboard.

-Stewart Spratt

Note: Al imes in the Barker are Indiana time unless stated otherwise



A note from Camp T

Well I can’t believe that the summer i
is over. Where did the time go? First of Barker klds Of %he Week
all T would like to thank everyone who
came to camp and work on the roof of the
infirmary and those who donated money
for materials. The roof looks wonderful,
I'm sorry that I couldr™ be there. Tam
also sorry that I couldn’t make it to the
dinner at the end of the season. But I
heard a wonderful ime was had by all.

Camp Tannadoonzh may be closed
for the season but there are still some
things planned for the fall. Right now we
are planning two fall camping weekends.
September 19-21 and October 3-5. The
cost for one is $50 and $90 for both.

For those of you I won’t see until
next summer have a wonderful winter.

-Mr. Dug
Thanks for the help
A special "thank you" to the volun- Ba;ke;
teers who came to help in the reroofing of
the Camp Tannadoonah Nurses this last p e o
weekend. Your time and generous dona- the week
tions are very much appreciated. We
couldn't have completed this job without .
each and every one of you. Mookie an_d Poch
Next project ... fans for the dining g?;:gvn;mg
room. Ay
-Tom Rogers & Don Harman gggzsk;;‘:eiep}z:‘j ¢
Editor’s note: Donations are still being the week Bella.
sought to defray the cost of the roof and
the fans; call Don Harman at 476-2039.
(] Phil Vitale ST. EVANS FIREWORKS
Sd 13421 MCKINLEY HIGHWAY
Birch Lake’s resource for 974 256-5388
B paotography B Publishing Services AT THE BEST PRICES
Design B Websites
B Graphic Arts B E-mmail newsletiors EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BACKYARD CELEBRATION
BIRCH LAKE RESIDENTS BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR
20% DISCOUNT
ON YOUR FIREWORKS PURCHASES
WE AT RKM FIREWORKS ARE AGAIN HAPPY TO PROVIDE
e BIRCH LAKE WATH THEIR FIREWORKS SHOW
Proxd Memeber of the Birch Iake Yacht Chih

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, [N 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Safe and Fun Summer!
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Thanks Barker delivery people!

Big thanks 10 Barb Zesinger and all
of the people who helped deliver the
Birch Barker around the lake every
Samrday, all summer long! ... without
your help we’d be black and white but not
sc well read all around the lake!

IST bites the dust

New Commodore Stewart Spratt has
decreed that although the Barker will sll
print event times as Indiana time, the term
Indiena Standard Time shall henceforth

Board Meeting Scheduled

The last BLYC board meeting will be
September 13. The Homeowners annual
meeting will follow at 10:30am. All mem-
bers who have paid their dues are encour-
aged to attend. The election for the direc-
tors for the next term will be conducted at
the meeting,

Breaking news from the cove
Literaily (sorry, Sunny, but I could-
n’t resist an end-of-the-year pun). In case

Waters had a nasty tumble last weekend.

Seems her BS was readying their
new ponteon boat for a “toodle” with
farnily and friends, when poor Sumny
missed 2 step and fell on the pier and
broke her scapula.

Everyone at Birch Lake, and espe-
cially the overworked staff of the Birch
Barker, hope she has a speedy recovery
and comes back to us soon!

-by Sunny’s Overwerked Editor
ps: B.S,, if you need any belp, just give us
2 call!

you haven’t heard, our beloved neighbor
and ace Barker correspondent Sunny

Chapel Hill Missionary Church

14525 Chapel Hilf St, Union, M1 48130, 269-641-5236
www.chapeihlimissicnary.com

be banned from the lake’s lexicon.

Take Birch Rd. Souti: ro Carter Lake Rd. :
Turn right 1o Baldwirn Preirie All SPO“ Licenses
Lefr 1o Chapel Hil Live Bait & Tackle
Join us for Worship Ammunition .
Sunday School 2:30 am. Coleman Fuel & Supplies
Worship Hour 10:45 am. Ice
Evening Service § p.m. Schuberts Baits 5amto 7pm

15573 US 12 in Union, Michigan

FIREPLACE CENTER

FIREPLACES @ WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS
INSTALLATION @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,
REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

(574) 262-1433 (574) 264-0728
(800) 419-0403 Fax (574) 2666338

1108 N. Nappanee St, Elkhart, IN 45514

“Since 1978"

62021 Birch Rd.
at Birch Lake
Vandaiia, MI 42095

E. JOYCE KLIMEK
Breker
Phone Fax (269) 476-2370

F&RS T

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Bivd. o Ifasca, lllinois 60143

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 130C e 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0920




Hugs from
the Fall
Dinner

SPECIAL NOTICE

Purple Loesestrife Update

Birch Lake Water Quality
Commitee started its Purple
Loosestrife Program in 1999. At that
time 13 sights were identified on all
shores of Birch Lake and cleaned up
with the help of property owners and
Bruce and Sue Wagner.

The monitoring and clean-up
has continued every year, This year
we were down to four sights which
were all on the west shore and in
much smailer quantities than in the
past. Bruce and Sue continue to be
the "eradicators” and thanks to them
the program continues to be a suc-
cess.

Rick Russwwrm
Birch Lake Water Quality Commitize

The Best Reference
’S G A
IN WILLIAMSVILLE Job Well Doze!
PHONE 4762272 For your next building/remodeling project call
24-HOUR TOWING Keirn Construction Company
WXGMMOR%%A%P%?SO?I;% ARS Terry Keirn is 2 quality-driven craftsman with 30 years expe-

rience. Just ask these Birch Lake residents...

SAM TO 7:30 PM (MI} SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
8 AM TC 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:36 (M) ojr”:g‘:fof g‘;f; the house and

siding. We have thoroughly

*TOM * BETTY * BECKY** enjoyed the deck designed 1o
our specifications by Keirn
VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED Construction Company.”
Kathy & Ron Niezgodski & Dorothy Parmall

“Terry is extremely profession-
al, accurare and meticulous
and the work he does is wop

;1
d%eVi e W [ “IT'was completely satisfied i Dan Reynolds
10188 US 12 The work was done quickly
White Pigeon, Mi 49099 Lo ey i OB i

{Located in Mottville at the Bridge)

Steaks

KEIRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

C h iCke E'E FNE BUILDING AND DESIGN
seafo @ d 62933 Birch Rd.
S E rgts Vandaiia, M!
p Phone: 269-476-2767 Terry Keirmn
- Banquet Facilities Available ~ Ceil: 269-525-0818 President
Email:

269-483-9515 Dining 11 am - 10 pm keimconstr@beanstalk net




BLYC Sailing News

Great sailing last weekend — good wind, good competition
and good fun!

We’re entering the final weekend of the sailing year. The
Labor Day Regatta will take place today and tomorrow
(Saturday; and Sunday) with races beginning at 11 am both days
(alternate start time is Noomn),

On Monday, we will host our Sailing Season Wrap-up meet-
ing at the Yacht Club at 9 am. We’ll announce the season (and
regatta) winners, award prizes and trophies and talk about next
year’s season.

We encourage 2ll sailors to attend!

Last, but not least, a big thanks to
Jim and Sally Beck, Bruce
Wagner, the Platas, and evervone
who helped us out on the starting
boat this year.
Harold Cranmer
2003 Fleet Captzin

Here are the results of last weekend’s competition:
Sunfish: istrace 2nd race 3rd race
A Class
Jim Bolinger 1 1 1
Dave Oison 2 2 4
Rick Russwum 3 4 4
Dewayne Weaver 4 3 2
Tom Howard 1* 1 1*

B Class

Erica Vitale 1 2 1

Sandy Vitale 2 1 2

MCs 1strace 2nd race 3rd race
Harold Cranmer 3 4 1

Don Haman 4 3 2

Rick Haman 2 1 3

Scoft Troeger 1 2 4

Phil Vitale 5 5 5

For averages and places, come to the Sailors’ meeting Monday at 9!

Accents & Images

Interior Design

L Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandatia, Ml 48095

(574) 2735025
(269) 4769225
fax (269) 476-0555

RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL ® INDUSTRIAL

(574) 215-8887

66314 DOLAN RD.

N

VANDALIA, Ml 49095

J

Handyman Repairs

@ Roof to basement - inside and out

® Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
® Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

@ Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

@ Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

@ Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance

@ Painting - interior and exterior

@ Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs
@ Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

@ We do windows

@ Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing
@ Spring and fall yard clean up

@ Tree and shrub trimming

® Rototll your garden

Free Estimates

@ Firm quotes for all jobs
@ Fully insured
@ No job too big or too small

Property Management
@ Reliable caretaker

o Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

@ Periodically checks your property

® Provides second home peace of mind

e Call for all lake property requirements

Dave’s Residential Services
(269)476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty@beanstalk net
Emergency Service Available 24/7




Birch Lake Reci;

es of the !

Peanut Butter Roll Ups

by Le King
About 20 minutes before service: preheat
broiler Trim crusts from 10 thin, white
bread slices. With rolling pin, roll each
until slightly flattened. From jar of peanut
butter, spread 1 thsp on each bread slice.
Roll up jelly-roll fashion and cut crosswise
into 4 pieces. Cut sach of 10 bacon slices
in haif -—— first crosswise, then lengthwise.
Wrap a piece of bacon around each roll-up,
securing with toothpicks. Place roll-ups in
one layer in brotler pan; broil 5 minutes,
turning once. Remove toothpicks. Makes
40 appetizers.

To do ahead: Prepare as above but do
notbroil. Refiigerate, covered Broil forat
least 5 minutes, just before serving, Serve
hot

Diet Nutritienal Cheese Bail
by Le King
2 8oz, softened cream cheese
1 8-1/20z. can crushed pineapple w/juice
1 cup shopped celery
1 cup chopped green pepper
3/4 cup chopped onion
1 Ige package pecan chips
1 tsp Lawry’s seasoned salt

Mix ail ingredients adding pecans last.
Refrigerate.

Caviar Pie
byLeKing |
Mash 1 ripe avocado mto pyrex pie plate
3 T red onion {minced)\
6 hard boiled eggs (grated) mixed with 3 T
mayonnaise

Top with 1 jar caviar
Serve with crackers.

Suzy’s Shrimp Dip

160z sour cream

8 oz cream cheese

2-3 thsp cocktall sauce

3 fbsp dehydrated minced onion

1/4 tsp garlic powder

1 thsp worcestershire

2 cans well drained small shrimp (13 oz)

Mix first 6 ingredients well in mixer Add 1
can shrimp and mix again with mixer Add
2nd can shrimp and just stirin.

Makes 1 gt.

Cheese Canapes
by Sue Wagner
1/2 cup Hellman’s mayonnaise
1/2 cup onion, finely chopped
1-1/2 cup sharp shredded cheese
1 cup black olives, chopped
1 tsp curry
1/2 tsp salt
8 halves of toasted English Mufins
Mix first six ingredients and pile on split
toasted English muffins. Cut in quarters.
Put under broiler briefly, just until they siz-
zle. Serve hot Makes a bunch!

Parmesan Omnion Canapes
by Pam Mullin
1 cup Hellman Mayo
1 cup grated parmesan cheese
1/2 cup finely chopped onion (I use less)
1 tbsp milk
1 loaf sliced cocktail bread

Mix first 4 ingredients, spread on toast.
Place on baking sheets, broil 4” away from
heat for 2-3 minutes.

Crescent Rofls with Cheese
by Pam Mullip
1 small can crescent rolls
1 small wedge of Gouda cheese
1 thsp mustard — Dijon or other gourmet

In baking dish spread out rolls flat  Place
cheese in cent er of rolls and cover with
mustard Wrap rolls around cheese and
press out seams. Bake in oven on 325 wntil
light brown. Serve with crackers. May be
reheated in microwave to melt cheese.

Ofive Dip
by Louise Rieth
2-8 oz. cream cheese
1/2-medium onion chipped
4 oz. chopped olives with pimento
Mix and serve with chips or veggies

Olive-cheese snacks

by Phyllis Davis
1 50z jar Bacon or {ld English cheese
spread
4 tbsp soft butte
Dash hot pepper sauce
Dash worcestershire
3/4 cup flour
30 green olives with pimento drained
Mix ingredients o form a doug, then wrap it
around individual olives. Place on greased
baking sheet and bake at 400 degrees for 12
to 15 mimutes.

“Your Birch Lake Ne;‘ghbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

Have you visiied the

" HIC]

Casual Dining ~ Fine Food ~ Cocidculs
Come meet your hosts: Wayne and Knacmig Fulion!

Overlooking Beautiful Bair Lake
Tuesday ~ Thursday ~ 7 a.m. ~ 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday ~ 7 a.m. — 10 p.m.
Sunday ~ & a.m. — 8 p.m.
1203% Bair Lake Rd
Jones, M 49061

269~244~9004
Closed on Mondkay

FLATWORK ~
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

c

refaining walls ~saw cutting

14960 W. M-60
Three Rivers, M 49093

269/279-7973
FAX 269/279-0133




irch Lake

Spinach Balls
by Pam Mullin
2 pkg frozen chopped spinach
4 beaten eggs
2 cups herb stuffing (packaged) Pepperidge Farm or Stove Top
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese
1 garlic clove, minced
1 chopped onion
1-1/2 tsp thyme
3/4 1b butter, melted
salt and pepper

Cook spinach (according 1o package), drain and squeeze dry. Mix
together all ingredients. Chill for 2 hours. Roll into 17 balls.
Freeze on cookie sheet. When frozen, store in plastic bags wmtil

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MI
(269) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am-10pm ML, 6 am - 9 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deli Selections Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce Cold Beer
Picnic Needs Videos

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Woater Tanks

Water Pumps Disposals Sinks

Soffeners Toilets Bathtubs/Showers

Iron Filters Fauceis Winterization
(574) 295-8633
License # CP81041499 License #81-07776

pes of the Week

needed. thaw before baking. Bake at 300 to 350 degrees for 30
minutes. They should be a nice crispy brown.

Thanks, Miss Vicki

The Birch Lake recipes of the Week that
have appeared this year in the Barker
have been collected and provided by
Vicki Rogers. We all appreciate her dili-
gence, perseverance and good taste!

EHONWNIDS.
mEARINE

BENNINGTON

S FOURWINNS

¥ romnred NEED A PLUMBER?

=== ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

satisfaction guaranteed

269-687-7192

Quality work by licensed plumbers

Water Heaters Sump Pumps Water Pumps
Water Softeners Toiless Sinks
Showers Tabs Fancets
Drain Clezning Sewer Rodding ~ Sewage Ejection Pumps
Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction
Free Estimates Master Licensed #8110747

INC.




The

JUST FOR
THE

HEALTH
OF IT

by: Ima Foodnudge

I apologize to all for my
twin Skippy's bad attimde.
Talk about your cup half
empty.

Anvway, let's move on
with the finals in the Power
Food list.

Walnuts - these nuts stand
out among nuts because they
alone provide two heart-
healthy essential fatty acids:
Linoleic and
linclenic fatty acids.
The first can help
reduce your chances
of getting a stroke and the lat-
ter (an omega-3) is associated
with a lower risk of coronary
artery disease.

Watercress - (2 salad green)
delicate watercress contains
the highest concentration of

BCs of

antioxidants of any vegetable.
Compounds in watercress
appear to protect against can-
cer. When smokers consumed
2 ounces of watercress a day
for three days, the vegetable
sputred a detoxification mech-
anism of nicotine according to
2 clinical trial published in
Cancer Epidemioclogy,
Biomarkers & Prevention in
1999. This does not however,
give you the Ok to keep smok-
ing just by adding watercress
to your diet. If yvou are cur-
rently a smoker, STOP IT
NOW.

Watermelon - Watermelons
are 91 percent water, but they
also contain some powerful
antioxidants. This quenching
suromer fruit rich in beta-cryp-
toxanthm, a carotenoid that's
associated with
reduced heart
disease risk. And
it's one of the
few good sources of lycopene,
a free-radical scavenger that
may lower cancer and heart
disease risk. Unlike tomatoes,
however, watermelons don't
need to be cooked to provide
the most absorbable form of
lycopene. Two cups of water-

31523 S.R I9N.

THE TAN SHOP /

Simonton Lake Plaza %
- Ellhart IN 46514 ‘

{]f?zmbr g?x Pressure Tanning Beds
Tripte - Double - Single Facial Beds

574-264-4977
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19984 M 60 Fast
Three Rivers, Ml 45093

(269) 279-7984

melon also contain more than
20 percent of your daily
requirement of the antioxidant
vitamins A & C.

Wine - WOW! Aren't wein
luck, wines a good thing.
Some of us Lakers should
actually live for ever, Whether
you prefer red or white, drink-
ing wine is good for your
heart. White wine's protection
comes from tyrosol and caffeic
acid which reduce oxidative
stress and inflammation. helps
our lungs to
¢ breaih better)
Red wine's
polyphenols
appear to con-
fer its heart
benefits. People who drank
white wine in moderation had
better lung function than peo-
ple who abstained or drank
other alcoholic beverages.
Several studies show that con-
suming red wine in modera-
tion lowers homocysteine,
platelet stickiness (a factor in
blood-clotting) and LDL
{"bad"} cholesterol.
Unfortunately, experts consid-
er moderate to mean two
glasses 2 dzy for men and one
glass a day for women.

ealthy e:

ing

‘Well, that wraps up my List of
Power Foods. ] have enjoyed
sharing with you the informa-
tion I have been able to find. It
is amazing how much infor-
mation is out there on natural
healing. We all need to be
more proactive when it comes
to our health. Unfortunately,
the medical community is
making far too much money
on our bad habits.

Couple of books I would rec-
ommend:

Prescription for Nutritional
Healing by Phyllis Balch
CNC and James Balch MD.
The Quick & Ensy Way to
Healing Foods by Katherine
Colton

Bottom line; don't eat
anything with preservatives
added. It's easy 1o spot them
just by reading the ingredients.
If you can, always choose
organic. Organic farms do not
use any pesticides. They don't
genetically altered food or
feed live stock antibiotics to
mezke their buck stretch at the
expense of our health.

Take care, Ima Foodnudge
(did you guess who I am?)

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MX 269-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
zbout our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

GOLF MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE
TO THE PUBLIC

' FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB |
ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN :

DINING ROOM

Call 1-269-699-5343
to reserve for
| Receptions B Business Lunches @ Parties |

OPEN TO PUBLIC

SR B ARARR NN ANANERTRETALNEY




Our Grandson, Madison, is about to be
confronted with one of Iife's little surprises.
For two and 2 half years he has been an
adored only child. Each summer and eardy
fall, both sets of his grand-parents live with-
in walking distance of his home, (One set of
Grandparents is nearby all year) and he is
the only young child on our side of his fam-
ily. In other words, he resides at the center
of the umiverse, and he is the central figure
m glmost all of his daily encounters.

If he decides that he "wants” some-
thing, it usually arrives quickly from one
source or another, and he has no shortage of
adult playmates. He and his dad go fishing
by themselves. His morn reads to him and to
him alone. Life is good.

However, in five more weeks, Madison
will be jomned by either a little brotheror a
little sister, and things could get more com-
plicated He is a wonderful, happy, good-
natured person, but still. ..

As is often the case with Iife’s littie surpris-
es, there's no secret about what's happening
here. We all talk about "the baby" all the
time. Madison knows what's going to hap-
pen, he just doesn't have enough experience
to understand how it's going to "happen” to
him Tune m next summmer for updates.

During the past few years, I've become
more aware of other instances of life's little
surprises, and I bave to admit, T was just as
shocked by some of them as my grandson is
likely to be by his upcoming experience. In
most cases, there was nothing for me to
"do" about my discoveries except to file
them away, but they were often troubling
nonetheless.

First, there's the matter of worrying
about your kids. On days when they strained
our patience, Shirley Anne and I used to

Custom Pier Contractors

William D. Stohler

Diamond Lake Marina, Building #3
P.O. Box 415, Cassopolis, Ml 48031

269-445-8838

ife’s Little Surprises

console each other with the reassurance that
it wouldn't be long vntil they were grown-
ups and we wouldn't "have to worry about
"those things" anymore. They czn deal with
their problems themselves," we'd say.

In fact, we were right. Our "kids" are
now (on average) about four decades old
and they do deal with their own problems.
Many times we don't even know what prob-
lems they have., But when we do know, the
fact that we don't "have to worry” never
keeps us from worrying. If anything, parent-
ing appears to get tougher after you've fin-
ished "raising" your kids, because you have
almost no standing (In the lawyer's mearing
of that word) or ability to ward off, the diffi-
culties and disasters that He in wait for
them. I find that I now worry zll the time.

Also, 1t was something of 2 shock to
me to discover that I really had to get older
I mean, I knew it would happen. It had been
happening since I was bormn, but I kind of
expected it to slow 10 2 crawl at some point
in adulthood. Instead, time has now
climbed aboard a top fuel funny car, and i
is rocketing me through the years. I don't
feel any older that I did at 40, but I've
breezed through 26 years since I hit the big
4-0, and I can't account for hundreds of
days. In fact, since I'm on the subject, what
happened to the twelve months of last year,
and where have the days and nights of this
delightful summer gone?

My problem is complicated by the fact
that 'm married to 2 woman who doesn't
seem to age. She's had some health prob-
iems that demanded attention, but she steps
away from each of them as though it didm't
really effect her. Shirley Anne will probably
come to my fyneral looking like she was my
granddaughter,

By The wordrunner

There are, of course, those other little
life surprises that you would just as soon
have left undiscovered. They include;

Some people don't play by the rules.
Not all "friends” turn out to be friends,

Life isn't always fair.

And (worst of all), we don't always
don't live up to our own beliefs and stan-
dards.

Like, most of you, I can remember,
vividly, those occasions in my life when I
have grossly shortchanged myself as well as
those around me. Those moments are now
hard-wired into my brain. They'll never go
away, and no amount of making up for them
will ever make up for thern.

Nevertheless, we are where we are, as a
business associate of mine used 1o say. (He
often took satisfaction is stating the obwi-
ous.} Life is full of surprises, some pleas-
ant, some less so, and somse everchanging. It
may take Madison a long while o figure out
what a pleasant surprise came his way this
vear. Going through life knowing that you
have a brother or 2 sister, someone who
knows you better than almost anyone else,
ad who will "be there”" for you no matter
what comes your way, now that is 3 mar-
velous surprise,

Dave’s Tree Trimm

ing

20% Discount David Holdread
Fully Insured (574) 293-4097
A Design

universal designs for accessible living

PO Box 172
Union, MY 49130-6272

/ Build Firm

HHDERS, gN C-

1-888-641-9205




*Twas the night before sewage ...

Several Sundays ago my moming coffes routine was ruined.
Not spilt, spoilt. Sitting at the boat-house slarping Starbucks — just
me and the big birds as is the norm — when what to my wondering
eyes should appear?

A large brown wedge was washing ashore froms WSW., When
it slid past the neighbor's pier I went out to see what's the maiter? A
pasty brown slick, all oily and ugly — it looked like someone had
discharged z septic tank in beautiful Birch Lake.

What to do? Calling Water-Quality folk seemed a (poopy)
solution — 05:35 IST (bad time for telephone calls) - 1t was still
the wee wee hour of moming. Ch pooh sez [, take samples, get
science. Butt, how to, where 1o store the slime? Professional septic
suckers call that bubbly vanilla top the "cream" —- but this looked
unfit for a pitcher. Mom was still sleeping, 2ll tucked in her bed
What bottles could be used and not later dread?

Show others who were awake? A friend stopped by and eye-
balled the ooze! A neighbor wandered over to witness it, too. The
slick spread 200" before the moming breeze dashed it on our sea-
walls. Out of sight ...

Merriam-Webster online:
septic tank : Date: circa 1902 : a tank in which the solid matter of
continuously flowing sewage is disintegrated by bacteria

sew-er : Date: 15t century : an artificial usually subterranean con-~
guit 1o carry off sewage and sometimes surface water (as ffom rain-
all)

Neither technology is new. Sewers have been around for cen-
turies and people stored waste long before 1902, Disintegrate?
Carry off? Given the choice to tank it or send it, many would prob-
ably choose carry off. The sewer / anti-sewer dilemma has been
brewing for yvears. Some are well informed, some less so (Tm in the
latter category). Some are even so upset at having no sewers they
are posting NO SEWER signs!

Both "camps" make valid arcuments. Some gave up property /
some acquired property / some installed new systems / all were test-
ed. Thanks to those vigilant few; our water is better / bluer than

most. Continued care might forestall the day when change need
come. On the other hand, sewers will probably be required some-
day. Those needing to replace aging systems might save expense o
hook up to rmmicipal sewer. For a variety of reasons it might be
cheaper 10 act now.

But, despite the value of lake property being in the water, this
is not about money. It's about doing what's right for the Iake. Not
agreeing with one side or the other does not mean the other fella
doesn't care. Argue if vou must, but don't let contrary opinions
(because that's all they are) ruin the commumity of Birch. Accept
and embrace disagreement ... it's OK. It's even healthy.

Don't let this 1ssue divide friends and neighbors.

Bob King / boatswainbob@comcast.net
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Stus Star Stuf)

Mars is brighter this week than it’s
appeared in 15 years. It locks like a brilliant
reddish orange star rising above the east side
of the Iake around sunset and enuising low
across the south during the night. Mars is
brighter than any other planet or star visible
in tonight’s sky.

Shortly before sanrise on Wednesday,
Earth and the planet Mars past closer to each
other than they have in thousands of years:
34 million, 646 thousand, 419 miles — give
or take the length of 2 Bob’s E scow.

This close approach is the result of 2
combination of factors.

First, Mars reached a point called oppo-
sitton on Thursday, when it lined up opposite

the Sun in cur sky. It rose at sumset and
Temained in view all night Planets are
always closest to Earth around opposition.

Second, today Mars will be closest to
the Sun for its cumrent orbit, just two days
after opposition. Mars® orbit is pretty lop-
sided, so its distance from the Sun varies by
more than 25 million miles, When opposi-
tion occurs when Mars is closest to the Sun,
the planet is even closer to Earth, so it
appears bigger and brighter.

Finally, you may remember from an
carlier Barker that Eavth was FARTHEST
from the Sun early last month -~ which puts
us z litfle CLOSER to Mars. Our planet’s
orbit isn’t as lopsided as that of Mars, buxt

every litle bit helps,

When you add everything up, vou get
an unusually close approach between the
two worlds. One astronomer calculates that
Earth and Mars haven’t been this close
together in almost 60,000 years.

Check it out with binocalars, Look for
big, bright, orange Mars climbing Into view
in the southeast shortly after sunset, and
scooting low across the south during the
night. Good stargazing 1o everyone through
out the fall and winter. Keep looking up and
erjoy the show, It’s free.

=Stz Spratt

&g B
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‘When you're ready to sell your lzke property, we make
it easy to find buyers because we're the specialists in
Southwest Michigan. Serving over 70 inland lakes, we
have a large selection of buyers generated by our
exclusive marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.

So when it's tirne to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reeling in

the buyers!
JERDON

REAL ESTATE, INC.

ESTABLISHED 1950
Visit our WERSITE www jerdon.net B (269)782-4000




FOR SALE
For Sale: Cormely Pro Trick Water Siis; like new. $75;
call 476-2526

Char Sheetz Cottage for SALE with 52 feet of excel-
lent Beach, two bedrooms, knotty pine interior with sun
poreh, and uflity room. Also, large one car gatage
and fenced yard with a back lot  Please call for infor-
mation. 476-2604

1880 Ford F150 XLT Sport, White Super Cab Short
Bed, V8, 4WD compact disc. amfm stereo, running
boards, bed liner & cover, keyless entry & remote start,
power steering, windows, seats, & locks, custorn
bumper & towing pkg., excellent condition. $12,600.00.
Call 478-2383 or 574-286-4515.

FOR SALE BY OWNERS (Bud & Louise Rieth): Year-
round home on Northwest side of Birch Lake {Cove).
Large 2-story house, 4400 sq. {t., 3 Bedrooms, 2-f2
Baths, Large Living Room, Family Room, Kitchen, &
lots of closets. 69 feet frontage. Separate Guest House
with 3-Stall Garage, 2 Bedrooms, Living Room,
Kitchen, & Bath. H/2 acre lot. Price: $895,000. Call
Louise or Bud for appt. 269-476-2174

LAKEFRONT HOME FOR SALE — 75' frontage,
2500 sq 1, 3 BR, 2 BA, 2 great rooms, sunroom, laun-
dry, floor t cailing windows facing lake. Large deck,
oversized garage, many exiras. Call Dean and Phyilis
Davis 476-2396.

2003 Nissan Outboard, 8.9 Hp, 4-stroke, electric start
Only 2 hours use. $1,700; $25 more with new battery.
Can be seen at 63286 Birch Rd. (east side), or call
AT6-8897.

Aqua-Stap, a springoaded heavy-duly stainless stee!
padded sfep to mount to the rear of a wave runner.
Step remains in the up position (out of water) untl
needed, then pulls down to make an underwater step
at the rear of the boat for boarding. This unit wilt it al
wave runners and is new with al parts and full easy
installation insfructions. $35. Call Bruce Harlan 476~

g714.

For sale; Swim raft with jadder. 6 yr. old. 173 of new
($1,200} = $400. Has small leak. Contact Bob
Morrison, 14860 S. Shore, or call 574-250-4945.

For Sde: Fiberglass sailboat with traller. 2 Main Sails.
Length: 16'. Mast: Wood Call: 574-273-5367 after 5
pm.

Selfing quality WATKINS products —Tried and tue
Medicinals. World's best vanilla and Spices Heritage
products and more for the Pantry Medicine ¢chest and
beyond. See Becky at Tom's Garage or call at 476
2272 or at home evening 4751062

WANTED 7O BUY
Wanted to buy: small boat traller. Calt 476-2526.

Looking for used wakeboard preferably a beginners
board, with bindings included. (574) 272-3683

WANTED
Wanted: stainfess steel u-shaped awning parts for
cider, & wide ponfoon boat. Check on the wall or in
the rafters of your garage. While you're there, we also
need an old baitery charger with & S-volt satiing.
O'Brien; N 250, 476-2126

Wanted: 15+ foot Jon Boat needad for Porter Twp Fire
Dept Lake Rescue Squad. Contact Mike Holdeman &
chief@ptfd.org.

RENTALS
North Shore cotfage for rent, available through
Seplember. Slesps six. $350 per week. Contact Fred
Freihofer at {574) 272-3683 or send e-mail fo Frei-
hofer@aol.com.

MiSC.
FREE — four emply plastic bamels; ideat for swim raft
Corne get "em at the Bad-Patty and Good-Bill Luecht
house, east side.

Free (Old) Pier Sections. Anyone interested can just
help themselvas, otherwise we're just going to pitch
them. They are at 63315 Storey Hil St 1t's the old
Jankowski house. Thanks. Any questions, let me
know. Vickie Tomaino mytoriz@acl.com

SERVICES
Housecleaning: Gall Shanna at {269} 509-8378. I'm
located on the south side and | am available to dean
your home weekly, bi-weeldy, monthiy or seasonally.

Babysitiing: Call Shanna on the south side of Brch
Lake at (269)501-9378.

Babysiting: Plaass call Amanda Lacy at 476-2102.

Lost
Lostin the last storm ... My boogie board {small surf-
board) was lost in the last big storm. 1t has a shark
surfboarding with bright orange fiames below. It says
“hot stuf” or it and was a spedial gift from my ip to
Maine. If you have found it or possibly know where it
is please cafl me 2t 476-8583. Thank you, Indiana
Cote, Age 6.

Lost in storm: Red plasfic five-gallon gas tank, biown
off Wisernan's pier in storm of 81, Please call 478-
8550 .

Rich Pope Water Ski lost Aug. 3 near camp; please
call 476-8807.

Drepped ski —blue, red and black, HO Xira JC 58 lost
along the east shore. Pleass call Scott Troeger at
476-98%8.

Lost during storm of Juty 5: swim fins with colors blue
and black. If found, please call 476-2526.

We lost a ski last week in the north/northwest seclors.
itis 2 boring 30 yr old "Cypress Gardens” with 2 beige
boot & natural wood. It might also be useful as a
replacament board for 2 squeaky floorboard. Contact
Ray & Sonia Sanders 475-8807

http:/ /www.Nancy-Walker.com

Re/Max Shore Acres
1550 Shore Acres Rd.
Cassaopolis, MI; 49031

Business: 269-445-5333

Home: 269-476-2515

Cell: 586-530-8581

Fax: 269-445-5335
Email: walkersbep@beanstalk.net

Over 20 years
experience in
residential
real estate

NANCY WALKER




