A publication for people who love Birch Lake

Weekend of May 29, 2004

ome back my friends to the
ow that never ends. ’m so
lad you could attend after the
ong fall/winter/spring. Good
o see everyone back.

It was also good to see everyone that
attended the spring dinner. The turnout
was great and there were lots of compli-
ments on the entertainment - magician
Kevin Wilson and Duayne Gundy and his
band. If anyone would like to have either
of these folks entertain at a function
please et me know and I can put you in
touch. Thanks to all those (Bob King)
who helped with last week's Yacht Club
clean up. Having no power though we
only cleaned up outside. Perhaps we can
handle the inside as part of next week's

directors meeting. It goes much faster
with more hands. Also thank you to the
chain gang that showed up for he road
cleanup ... Dick Bender, Rick Russwurm,
Jim and Deb Bolinger, Bob and Calvin
King, Phil, Sandy and Erica Vitale, Steve
Richards, Marty and Doris Sante. Hope I
didn't overlook anyone.

As always, there are a number of fun
events planned for the summer. The next
one on the agenda is the Commodore's
party - A Night at the Races on June 12th,
Also look forward to The Great Tube
Float in July - details to come as we near
the date. We are working on some events
for kids 0. And we are always locking
for volunteers to assist with not just kids
events, but all events. 'We can use folks
to help set up, tend bar, clean up, etc.
Please contact me or John Erhardt if you'd
like to help. Enjoy your long weekend

and lets have a great summer. And make
it a safe one.
-Stewart Spratt, Commodore 2004

Updated Calendar

June 5 - Directors Meeting; 9 am
Tune 12 - Commeodore’s party - A Night at

the Races
June 26 - Vice Commodore party
July 3 - Boat parade
July 3 - Fireworks
Tuly 4 - Fireworks clean vp
July 4 - Pancake breakfast
July 17 - Party TBA
July 28 - Women’s tea
July 30 - Men’s golf outing
July 31 - Garage sale
July 31 - The Great Tabe Float
Aug. 6 - Women's golf outing
Aug. 7 - Comn and sausage roast
Aug, 21 - Fall dinner

Note: All times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise




Congrais to
Rick and Tish

Andrew Harman was
born on May 2, 2004 to
Rick and Tish Harman.
Rick is the son of Don and
Lind Harman (east side).
Mom and baby are doing
well. Congrats!

Sailing News
Sorry folks, as of dead-

line I still haven't heard
anything about plans for a
Memorial Day Regatta.
My best advice is to
watch the lake on Sunday
and Monday for signs of
the marks being set out,
then show up wherever
you see a starting line.

Last weekend’s storm was a bit more photo of Dan Reynolds’ garage on the
destructive than simply flipping a boat south side.
or two ... a5 you can see from this
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"PLASTICS INC. & MOLD & MACHINE, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

fe and Fun Summer!




Belated happy birthday
to Claire Brovold

Those of us who never
had kids (until now) never
knew how fast life was
passing us by. Look how
much they grow in only 4
years. We look forward to
each and every day!

-Gary & Karen Broveld

Safety folder tc be

delivered to cottages
Beginning this week-

end the Safety Committee

News fror
By SUNNY WATERS

and her Beloved Spouse
that gorgeous hunk

Because of my ongo-
ing efforts at keeping the
cottage neat and sound,
my weekly wisdom was
late and I wasn't up to
writing a columnful of
bon mots (Lindsey
Weesner told me that's
“good words” for all of
you French-challenged
readers); I hope my dear
friends (and editors) will
kindly understand.

If you have no inter-
est, anyway, jump in
your car and look for a

good movie ... grab a big

the Cove

bag of cheeseburgers
{Coke is free)...or I might
wisely suggest the wis-
dom of the latrine (does-
n't that just give you wis-
dom and pride?).
Hopefully next week's
blah will impress you
more, B.S. (as most of
you know, BS is my ever
loving, Beloved Spouse).

Some things to consider:

1. Veni, Vidi, Visa (I
came, I saw, I went shop-
ping)

2. You can get shoes
for 85 cents at bowling
alleys

3. It is better to have
loved and lost a short

© popup toaster tarts.

person than never to
have a tall

Bruce, dear, I've
never been inebriated,
_just over-served. Please
continue munching those

And BS, don't use my
toothbrush! Call Gilbert
Eberhart.

For those of you who
are dying to meet me,
don't forget to attend the
pancake breakfast on the
Fourth of July ... I'll be
there and saying NICE
{yes, NICE) things.

Hope all of you enjoy
a great summer; see you
next week!

-Sunny Waters

and volunteers will be dis-
tributing a folder contain-
ing Michigan hoating and
safety information for
adults and kids. It has
listings for rainy day
entertainment and emer-
gency information num-
bers. It also has a Cass

County map with restau-
rants and golf courses.
Last year the Safety
Committee provided these
folders to rental cottages
for their guests. This year
the Homeowners Assoc. is
funding a copy for each
cottage. If you have ques-

tions please call David
Bouwkamp at 476-1001.
-Safety Committee

Lose a boat?

A loose fishing boat
has been hanging out for
several days by Cottage 1
near the landing.

/

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”®

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
Scuth Bend, IN &6637

FIREPLACE CENTER

(574) 262-1433
(800) 419-0403

FIREPLACES @ WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS
INSTALLATICN @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,
REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

{574) 264-0728
Fax (574) 266-6338

1108 N. Nappanee St., Elkhart, IN 46514

Lutz

FLATWORK

~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14360 W. M-60
Three Rivers, M 49093

269/279-7973

FAX 269/27%-0133
Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmticoncrete@aoi.com
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Welcome back my fr....wait a minute...that other guy already did
that., lousy plagiarist. Anyway, this show really does never end. So
what's going on up there now? Two comets possibly bright enough
to see with the unaided eye appear in the night sky. Comet NEAT is
high in the west as darkness falls, to the right of the Moon.
Binoculars will help you find it. A second comet, LINEAR, is just
climbing mto view just above the west-southwest horizon.

Like all comets, NEAT and LINEAR are big balls of frozen
water and gas mixed with solid particles of rock.

The comet citself is sometimes referred to as the mucleus. As it
approaches the Sun, some of its ice vaporizes, which also releases
tiny grains and pebbles of rock. This material forms a bright, glow-
ing cloud around the comet, called a coma. It can span several hun-
dred thousand miles, and makes the nuclens difficult to see and
measure. (Most comets are no more than a few miles in diameter.)
Finally, solar radiation and the solar wind (2 steady flow of electri-
cally charged particles from the Sun) push the gas and dust away

- BLYC Member Dues (320 / year)
BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

¥

Homeowners Assoc. ($10 / year)
Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
Building Improvement Fund
Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Riparian ($7/yr, provide address for magazine)
- Other

3 ] 3 1

||||I|1|I|

& ¥ 5 Y L0 BT DO B9 69 O

Total $

from the comet, creating a tail that can stretch for millions of miles.
And the tail doesn't always follow the comet. As the comet nears the
sun and makes its turmn, the tail will shift a bit so that it is pointing
away from the sup. After the comet is far enough away from the sun
the tail will again follow the micleuns.

Astronomers believe that both NEAT and LINEAR are maldng
their first wips through the inner solar syster. They probably resided
in the Qort Cloud, a spherical shell of comets that surround the solar
system, for more than four billion years. A passing star or other dis-
turbance nudged them from their orbits and cansed them to fall
toward the
sun.

So tonight about an hour and a half after sunset, use your binoc-
ulars © scan the west-southwest horizon for LINEAR. Look high in
the west for NEAT. And as always, enjoy the show. It's free.

-Ste Spratt
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Rdail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 46514

63696 Rirch Road {call 476-9898)

Make checks payable fo:
Birch Lake Yacht Club
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Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance
L.awn Care
Property Management

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty @beanstaik.net

Emergency Service Available 24/7

IN!U!ANCH AQCHENKCQCY, LHC.

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

~ Imsurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

15479 U.S. 12
P.0. Box 74 (616) 641-5995
Union, M1 45130 Fax (616) 641-5787

Accents & Images

interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

53680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Mi 49095

{574) 273-5025
(269) 476-8225
fax (269) 476-9555




June 7-13 is Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness Week

Michigan has declared June 7-13 as the
second annual Aquatic Invasive Species
Awareness Week in an effort to raise aware-
ness about the prevention and controf of
species like the zebra mussel, Eurasian water-
milfod, purple loosestrife, round goby and rufie
in Michigan lakes. An aquatic invasive species
is defined as a waterbomne, non-native organ-
ism that threatens the diversily or abundance of
native speties, the ecological stability of impact-
ed waters, or threalens commercial, agricuitural,
aquacidnral o recreational activities.

Aspecial focus this will be the potential
threat of hydrilla, an aggressive, aquatic plant.
So far, biologists have found on evidence of
hydrilia in Michigan's inland lakes and streams,

but the level of concem for ecological damage

has increased due to the fact that hydslla is

know to existin New York and Pennsylvania.

You can find out how 1o join the hydrilla hunt by

visiting wan.mi umich.edwans.
Here are steps to take to help prevent

futwre invasions and spread of AIS:

1. Remove visible mud, plants, fish or animals

from boats, trallers and equipment before rans-

port the boat to-another lake.

2. Wash boats and trailers with a power washer

whenever available.

3. Eliminate all water before transport.

4. Clean and dry anything that comes in contact

with water (boats, trailers, clothing, dogs, etc.)

5. Drain water from moter, fivewell, bige and

transon wells at the ramp or access before
leaving a lake.

6. Put a capful of detergent in your boat’s bilge
and rinse it out on {and.

1. Never release plants, fish or animals into a
lake unless they came from that lake,

8. Leam to recognize the appearance and char-
acteristics of aquatic invasive species.

9. Destroy any aqualic invasive species when
discovered and dispose-in trash.

10. Report unusual fish or plants to (517) 335
4056 or check out the Web site
www.michigan.govidegaquaticinvasives

submitted by Phil Vitale
BLYC Water Quality Commitiee member

frea’s largest supniicr at best prices

Everything for your backyard celehration
Birch Lake residents bring in this coupon for 2 20% discount

We at RKM Fireworks are again happy to
provide the Birch Lake Fireworks Show!

&

13421 McKinley Highway
Mishaviala, 1N 46545

a14-256-9988




2004 BLYC Officers and Board of Directors

OFFICERS Fred Frefhofer.. .. ererceessnnene 476-9823  Denny WeeSner......coerceerervnees 476-2569

Commodore Stewart Spratt .......476-2113  Bob HermMS... e 475-9387 WATER QUALITY COMBITTEE
Vice Comm John Erhardt........... 476-1680  Jack Miller......cooovvecrenressammnnnennnn. 4 76-9226 - Dan Reynolds, chairman............. 476-8877
Secretary - Sandy Vitale............. 476-1680  Judy OISON.....ococcrncnsssssrsreernsnnn 476-2125 - TOITY DUGAN o 476-2814
Treasurer - Holly Troeger .......... 4756-9898 Maryann O'Neill ..o 476-2831  RICK RUSSWUIM. ccvtrrecns 476-2407
Fleet Captain Dewayne Weaver nfa Vicki ROGETS w.veeeememssssssssssssnnas 476-2383  Gertie Temple .. 476-2773
Past Commodore Phil Vitale......476-1680  Paula RusSell....civrvrevres 476-1880 Bob Temple....coininiiinine. 476-2773

BOARD OF DIRECTCRS Rick RUSSWUIM.....conrrvresenemneeerions 476-2407  Phil VItale..onre et 476-1680
Dick Bender ........cuurirnsesranen, 476-2591 Charlene Sheelz.....ooeceivenncrnans 476-2604  Sandy Vitale .....cooconnsnirnicnnn. 476-1680
Howard Blackwood...........c......476-2840  Denise SMREY.........oorvcererreueernces 476-9000
Jimt BOINGEr vocveocreeevveemsssesreceeeas 476-9737  Holly TrOBGET vvovreemcrecesvscsssaninne 476-9898 HOMEQWRNER'S ASSOCIATION
Dave BOUWKEMP ..covrvreeeareirerraras 476-1007  Scott TrORQer .omuemrverrareesieaneans .476-9898 There are dozens of members of the
Hargld Cranmer.......coeeeeserreennn 4 716-2170  Sandy Vitale ..o 476-1680 Homeowner's Association; contact a
Roger Falk .........cooccurennennNO 1ake phone  Bruce Wagner.......veveenecvnenneres 476-2090 board member for more information.
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Adl ills on saﬁ »
< rUp to 50% off Q

Sales, Instaliation,
Cultured Stone.
Gas, Wood
~—— and Pellet
. Fireplaces.
PR Stoves and
inserts.

Indiana’s Largest
Showrooms
235 W. Hively, Elkhart - 522-5200

_ S‘ervfces Inc.

Curtis Cleaning
Services

Commercial & Residential Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning
Linda & Terry Curtis
Water Pumps Sump Pumps er Tanks
Water Heaters Faueets Backflow Preventers 63093 Birch Rd.
Sinks Toilets Bathtubs/Showers Vandalia, MIT 49095
(574)295-8633  (269) 641-5143 ‘ ,
License # PC81061372 www.Rielhco.Eﬂ Licotse #50-02429 Bonded & Insured on our kmees to please

» NEED A PLUMBER?
ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

%‘b'

Service beyond your expectations
100/% satisfaction guaranteed

Winterizarions Sump &, Water Putnps
Water Heaters Toilers & TFubs

Water Softeners Sewer Rodding
Showers Sinks & Faucers

Drain Cleaning Sewage Ejection Pumps

Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction |
Free Estimates Master Licensed #8110747

269-687-7192




