A publication for people whe love Birch Lake

Barker photos by DARLENE TROYER

Weekend of June 5, 2004

in case you missed it, 2 swan visited Birch Lake recently and entertained the residents of the Northeast corner
for several days, tamely accepting handouts and posing for these great photos ...

nd we're off. Summer is officially
underway and we're heading
. down the front stretch toward the
| first turn in our race to the finish
on Labor Day weekend. Our first Birch
Barker was put together by Phil Vitale
and delivered by Charlene Sheetz,
Margaret Bouwkamp, Holly Troeger, Judy
Olson, Linda Curtis, Elaine Lochmandy,
Vickie Rogers, and Linda and Buzz
Rasmussen. Thank you so much. Also
thanks to Fred Friehofer for helping me.
A former long-time Birch Lake resi-

dent that many of you may have known
passed away last week. Joe Mevers lived
on the east side with his wife Bert, daugh-
ters Carol and Barb, and son Dean. Joe
moved here in the late '30s/early 60's.

Ouwr thoughts are with his family.

Did everyone receive the great publi-
cauon put together by our Safety
Committee? It contains lots of good
information for visitors and renters. A
copy should be prominently displayed in
everyone's home. How about a big round
of applause for the Safety Committee.

One of the items in the safety publi-
cation is the Michigan Boating Laws
pamphlet. An incident I observed a coun-

ple of umes last weekend sparked conver-
sation and prompted us to consult the
book. A boat was spotted waveling at
high speed and folks commented that he
was speeding. I was interested to learn
that there is a speed limit of 55 miles per
hour on Michigan waterways when it is
safe. Let's all use our heads on this one.

Don't forget the directors meeting
today at 9 a.m, and don't forget o tune in
to the Belmont Stakes this afternoon.
And speaking of horse racing, page 2 has
info on next weekend’s ‘A Night at the
Races.” Have a swell weekend. Go
Smarty Jones.

-Stewart Spratt, Commodore 2004

Neote: All times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise



You’ll be off to the races at 2004
BLYC Commodore’s Party

And down the stretch they come! If
you liked last year's Monte Carlo night
you'll like this year's program, A Nite at
the Races. A card of 6 thoroughbred
races will be presented. Betting windows
will allow each participant the opportuni-
ty to WIN some prizes, PLACE your bets
and SHOW your racing knowledge and
skill {or luck).

The object is simple: Select an entry
in each race that you think will be the

winner. The betting will be for WIN only.
The names of the entries on the
Official Souvenir Program are fictitious.
All bets will be $2 (play money to be
purchased at the door — not my idea,
contact Ms. Grandholm) but you ¢an pur-
chase as many dckets as you desire,
Payoffs will also be made in play
money which can be used to bid on prizes
at the auction table at the end of the
evening. Prizes will consist of gift
cards/certificates from local businesses.
All of the races have been filmed at

S

accredited tracks throughout the world in
rich color and sound. In addition to WIN
betting, exotic betting will be offered in
the form of Daily Double, Quinella,
Exacta and more,

I could use several volunteers to man
the mutuel betting windows, make pay-
outs, run the projector, etc. Please contact
me at 476-2113 or 574.291.3227. I'm
looking forward to a great time. Go
Smarty Jones.

-Stewart Spratt

GUY EBY INSURANCE AGENCY

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART # WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

8AM TO 7:30 PM (MD SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:3¢ (MD)
*TOM * BETTY * BECKY#*

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

112 Spencer Rd, Cassopolis, MI
265-445-2425 Toll Free: 800-228-7855 Fax: 269-445-3827
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. With an ad in NEIGHBORS

Don’t get Eeft in the wake

Boat sales ~;,-; L _ Gas
PWC sales Slip rental
Service Boat Launch
Consignment Boat Rental
Boat Storage Convenience Store

kshore marina
on diamond lake for over 700 yrs

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

MFG — (574) 255-5350




/ e BLYC Calendar
June 5 - Directors Meeting; 9 am
June 12 - Commodore’s party - A Night
Davis Olson, son at the Races
of Jeff and Beth June 26 - Vice Commodore party
Olson {grandson July 3 - Boat parade

of Judy and July 3 - Fireworks

Dave Olson and Tuly 4 - Fireworks clean up
Phyillis and Dean July 4 - Pancake breakfast
Davis) celebrat- July 17 - Party TBA

ed his first birth- July 28 - Women’s tea
day with a Babar July 30 - Men’s golf outing

look-alike at July 31 - Garage sale
Birch Lake on July 31 - The Great Tube Float
ay 30, 2004. Aug. 6 - Women'’s golf outing
Aug. 7 - Corn and sausage roast
Please send your news to the Birch Barker at sailorphil@philvitale.com Aung. 21 - Fall dinner

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 269-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

FIREPLACE CENTER

FIREPLACES & WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS
INSTALLATION @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,

(R -2 REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
- INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
211 Dixie Way North OF ACCESSORIES
South Bend, IN 46637
(574) 262-1433 (574) 264-0728
= (800} 419-0403 Fax (574) 266-6338

1108 N. Nappanee St., Elkhart, IN 46514

crete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14960 W. M-60
Three Rivers, Mi 43093

269/279-7973

FAX 269/273-0133
Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmtlconcrete®aol.com
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g assiopeia, the queen, rides her throne across the northwestem
sky on spring evenings such as these. As darkness falls, she's
almost due northwest, 1o the lower left of the pole star,
Polaris. She wheels below Polaris by around midnight.

The consteliaton's brightest stars form a bright letter M or W,
depending on how you look at it. When Cassiopeia’s above the pole
star, standing highest in the sky, the stars form a W. But when if's
below the pole, they look more like ann M.

Cassiopeia sits on her throne. But as she rotates around Polaris,
she sometimes appears to hang upside down. Ard at other times,
she's more or less standing on her ear. These undignified poses are
part of Cassiopeia's punishment for offending the gods.

In ancient mythology, Cassiopeia was the beautiful wife of King
Cephens, who has his own constellation. More on that another time.
But Cassiopeia was also vain. She boasted that she was the most
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beantiful of women. But the Nereids -- the lovely danghters of the
sea god — took umbrage. They asked their father to punish
Cassiopeia for her boasting.

He did, and Cassiopela's daughter, Andromeda, was offered as a
sacrifice to Cetus, the sea monster. Ultimately, Andromeda was res-
cued. But Cassiopeia had another bit of punishment coming her
way. She was banished to her throne, which was placed in the stars.
Cassiopeia must forever endure the embarrassment of sometimes
standing on her ear as she moves across the sky. Look for
Cassiopeia by following the pointer stars of the Big Dipper to the
North Star. Continue on that line untl vou find the W or M.
Imagine the beautiful Queen atop her thrown and gazing at her
image in her hand mirror. Until next week, enjoy the show. It's free.

-Stu Sprait
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Dock Company
& Dock Service

269-445-8838 -

Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance
Lawn Care
Property Management

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty @ beanstalk.net

Emergency Service Available 24/7

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

~ Imsurance
Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a quick quote”

15479 0.8, 12
P.O. Box 74
Union, MI 49138

(616) 641-5995
Fax (616) 641-5787

Accents & Images

Interior Design

Shery! Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, MI 49095

{574) 273-5025
{269) 476-9225
fax (269) 476-9555
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by Marian
(the librarian)

I finally had a minute to sit at the end of the pier
last night. What a treat. I do admit that I didn't have
book but if T did...

My favorite genre of books would be true crime
and fictional mysteries. Ones I hope 10 read again
would include;

@ The DaVinel Code (Brown). Remember it is fiction, |

but-it was read like non-fiction.
@ Small Sacrifices (Rule). She can write a true crime
book like no one else.

@ Fatal Vision (McGinniss). Isn't the good doctor still

claiming his innocence?
@ A Time To ¥GB (Grisham). My favorite Grisham

book. A fictional crime but it had me

at the edge of my seat.

: @' i;g in (Christe).
Rea]ly any title of hers is fun. I
feel so smart when I figure out the murderer
before the end of the book.

Next weeks topic: Good mystery and tue crime books.,

Here's what's on my personal
reading list:

by James

Grafton

THROUGH THE WINDQW: The Terrifving True

1 f S
\ Diane Fanning

|
!
\ P IS FOR PERIL by Sue
|

ntry Killer Tommy Lynn Selis by

I you have reading suggestions please email them to

% our editor, Phil, at SailorPhil @ philvitale.com

The National Transportation Safety Board will hold
a pubilic forum to discuss mandatory wear of person-
al flotation devices (PFD) on all recreational
boats, NTSB Chairman Ellen Engleman Conners has
announced. The one-day forum will begin at 9 am on
August 25, 2004 at the NTSB Academy in Ashburn, VA.

The purpose of the forum is to gather data and to
promote an open and informative discussion of pelicy
issues related to mandatory PFD use. It has been on the
Board's "Most Wanted" list of transportation safety
improvements since its inception in 1990,

"The Board has made a solid commitment to
advance recreational boating safety by all means avail-
able to our agency,” said Chairman Engleman Conrers.
"A public forum will be an excellent mechanism to bring
together agencies and organizations to identify solutions
that will improve public safety in recreational boating."

Some of the issues discussed at the forum will be:

B New PFD technology

B Alternatives to mandatory wear rules

E The impact of federal and/or state legisiation mandat-
ing wearing of PFDs on recreational boats

B Various vessels and type of operation that should be
included in or exempted from mandatory wear rules

Coast Guard statistics show that 750 boaters died in

st for
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2002. Eighty-five percent of those who drowned were
not wearing PFDs, even though in many cases, PFDs
were aboard. These statistics have been consistent from
year to year, and Coast Guard statistics show that
approximately 450 lives could be saved each year if the
victims wore PFDs.

The Safety Board wants to build on this information
and other data available to evaluate the safety benefits
of mandatory wearing of PFDs on recreational boating.
Currently, most states require PFD wear for children
and for personal watercraft operators. No state requires
PFD wear for all occupants. Yet six years of observa-
tional studies by the Coast Guard show that less than 5
percent of adults in open boats wear PFDs.

According to the NTSB website, due to limited
respurces, they do not respond to unsolicited e-mails,
but comments can be mailed to:

Chairman Ellen Engleman Conners

National Transportation Safety Board

NTSB Headquarters

490 L'Enfant Plaza, SW

Washington, DC 20594

-submitted by Bob King

Area’s larpest supplicr 2t best prices
fvervthing for vour backyard celehiration

Birch Lake residents hring in this coupon fer a 20% discount

13421 McKintey Highway
Mishawaka, 1N 46543

31£-236-2988

We at RKM Fireworks are again happy to
provide the Birch Lake Fireworks Show!




2004 BLYC Officers and Board of Directors
OFFICERS Fred Freihofer......ooeeccicenne 476-9823  Denny Weesner.......occovcoveeeees 476-2569
Commodore Stewart Spratt ......476-2113  Bob Herms..o e 476-9381 WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE
Vice Comm John Erhardt........... 4761680 Jack Miller.......overiisernceiens 476-9226  Dan Reynolds, chairman............. 476-8877
Secretary - Sandy Vitale............. 476-7680  Judy OISON.....covcverecnrrerrerenne 476-2125  Temy Dugan......oeocrcceccnnen. 476-2814
Treasurer - Holly Troeger .......... 476-9898 Maryann O'Neill........ccoooovrnvreres 476-2831  Rick RUSSWUMMLce.conronrecrscnsecrnnns 476-2407
Fleet Captain Dewayne Weaver nfa VICKi ROGENS ..oeeeervnemereanne 476-2383  Gertie Temple e e 476-2773
Past Commedore Phil Vitale.....476-1680  Paula Russell.......cccoooeorreernne. 476-1380  BOD Temple...oeiervcervmrierseanes 476-2773
BOARD CF DIRECTORS Rick RUSSWUMM.....ccvueineicricaensne 476-2407  Phil VItale......ooireerenrnriiccies 476-1680
Dick Bender........ciicnnnnne, 476-2591  Charlene Sheetz.........oore.e. 476-2604  Sandy Vitale ......cocovevvccerecnencciinecns 476-1680
Howard Blackwood.........covcvueunee. 476-2840 Denise Smitley......ooocrrmerreeerccrne 476-9000
Jim Bolinger. ..o 4769737 Holly TrORQEY oo 476-9898 HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION
Dave Bouwkamp .....cooeceeereremnnne. 47610017 SCOU TrORQLS ooveeeeeeeecarienne 476-9898 There are dozens of members of the
Harold Cranmer.....cocovvveceeens 476-2170  Sandy Vitale ...c.oceeerreenereeceeeee 476-1680 Homeowner’s Association; contact a

Roger Falk ..

S @ﬁ sal o,
P to 50% off!

Bruce Wagner.

Sales, Installation, “’L
Cuitured Stone.

Gas, Woeod
= and Pelliet
_— Firepiaces.

= Stoves and
Inserts.

: “@% Indiana’s Largest
Showrooms
1235 W. Hively, Eikhart - 522-5208

416-2090

hoard member for more information.

Services, Inc,

Water Pumps SumpPumps  Water Tanks
Water Heaters Faucets Backflow Preventers 63093 Birch Rd.
Sinks Toilets Bathtubs/Showers Vandalia, MI 49095
(574) 295-8633  (269) 641-5143 ‘ ,
License 7 PCS1061372 www.Rietheo.com Lizerssc #30-02429 Bonded & Insured an our knees 10 please

Curtis Cimnmg

Commercial & Residential Cleaning

Linda & Terry Curtis

476-2431

Services

Carpet Cleaning

i

M.‘———. NEED A PLUMBER?

Service beyond your expectations
100/% satisfaction guaranteed

Winterizations Sump 8, Warer Pumps
Warter Hearers Totlers & Tubs

Wharer Softeners Sewer Redding
Showers Sinks & Faucets

Diain Cleaning Sewage Ejection Pumps

Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction

Free Estimartes

269-687-7192

Master Licensed #8110747 :
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Web: TRIBOATS.COM

MERCURY
J OHNSON
EVINRUDE
YAMAHA )
EZ LOADER TRAILERS W )
#SLAES & SERVICE 69545 SUNSET BLVD.
*PARTS & ACCESSORIES  UNION, MICHIGAN 49130
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: $____ - BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year} Mail to: 1
I $___ - BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year) Holly Troeger T.reasurer 1
! $___ - Homeowners Assoc. ($10 / year) y 1TOeger, :
I iy 1516 Ash Drive East I
1 S - Sailing Fees ($15 / year) Elkhart. IN 4651 i
i $ - Building improvement Fund ' !
: $___ - Fireworks Fund Drop off at: :
i $___ - Water Quality Program . . I
: $____ - Riparian ($7fyr, provide address for magazine) 63696 Birch Road (cali 476-9898) :

$ - Other
Ly Make checks payable to: :
! Birch Lake Yacht Club ]
; Total $ |
&-—-—--—-————nmmm--—————————————-——nm_—---————--—————-ﬂ
SPORT'S MA] THE TAN SHOP / /
Phore: 269 / 641-2154 Simoniton Lake Plaza i %
Email: wriboats.com@prodigy.net 5153238 R I9N. - Elkhart, IN 46314

Uftrabroz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

Sue & Steve Pobuda

N 57983 M-62
4 Cassopolis, Mi
’ 48031

Serving lunch and dinner
(Closed Tuesday)

Phone (269) 782-5111
fax (269) 782-4533

=S COUNTRY CLUB
DAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

A

DINING ROOM
OPEN TO PUBLIC

... ‘BestintheArea’
" > Calil 1-269-699-5348
to reserve for

L - c
et

Receptions & Business Lunches @ Parties

1120 Foliet Drive, Cassopolis
{Behind Porky’s)

RAVE Agua Jump Trampolines
PWC Service for SeaDoo, Yamaha, Kawasalkd
Minor & Major Engine Repair
OMC, Mercruiser
LAKESHORE PWC lifts
Authorized SHORE STATION Boat lift dealer
Marina supplies
Service & Storage

(269) 445-2191




Birch Lake Managemenf Pragram - BLYC Water Quality Committee

of Environmental Quality has detgrmined that Birch
Lake is among the cleanest iakeé in the state. Birch
Lake is an Oligotrophic lake -# top quality.

Secchi disk transparengy is considered a snapshot of
the lake’s clarity. According to Carlson's Trophic State
Index, a lake is Oligotrgphic if a Secchi disk can be seen
in a range from 50 feet{to 16 feet.

In 2003 Birch Lake's maximum clarity was 33 feet.
The first test of 2004 wag taken in May, in the 95-foot
deep basin. Birch Lake fgached an all-time high of 43
» an 8-inch-diameter,
black-and-white disk reduce to a tiry white bow tie at
the same time that the sun appears fromy behind the
cloud, pierces through the column of watgr and lights
up with one quick touch: 43 feet into its depshyl!l! Birch
Lake is a beauty.

Pheosphorus is a key nutrient affecting the amount
of algae and weed growth in Birch Lake. A low level of
productivity coincides with a high level of oxygen. which
is a contributing factor in the lake's Oligotrophic state.
Since 1989, Birch Lake's phosphorous level has consis-
tently tested low, another factory in the excellent read-
ings.

Chlorophyll measured 1.4 (ug/ in June of 2003.
Chlorophyli is the beast within the algae. The beast

does not exist at Birch Lake. To be considered
Qligotrophic, the level on the Trophic State Index must
be between 0.5 to 2 (ug/l). The numbers then increase
from 3 to or Mesotrophic, then up to 40 for
Eutrophic, and &0 for Hypereutrophic. Eutrophic
lakes have little or g dissolved oxygen and extremely
high algae growth. _
Maintain your septi¢ and pump at least every three
years. Septics no longgr seep phosphorus inte Birch
Lake; therefore chlogbphyll remains low. The excelient
condition of the lake¢ attests to the success of the septic
upgrade program.
Reduce phospltorus runoff. It is recommended that
you use a pump tf fertilize your lawn with lake water.
At Birch Lake a fértilizer bag should read “0-0-0." An
alternative bag can be purchased from Bob Temple,
14757 Kiloqua Wdods, phone 476-2773. A 50-pound bag
costs $10 and readls: “23 Nitrogen for leaf growth; 0
Phosphorus; 30 Pytash for root growth.”
And now a wgrd from Birch Lake:
Fjust gutsitle your lakefront door
Your fawn is like your beach
Just remember, my front shore
15 just within its reach

-submitted by Gertie Temipie

Email: Nancywalkersells@aol.com

- http:/ /www.Nancy-Walker.com

Over 20 years
experience in
residential
real estate

INANCY WALKER

Re/Max Shore Acres
21550 Shore Acres Rd.
Cassopolis, MI; 49031

Business: 269-445-5333
Home: 269-476-2515
Cell: 586-530-8581

Fax: 269-445-5335




