A publication for peopie who love Birch Lake

Weekend of July 24, 2004

.. and Beb & Les King kayaking

photos by the PattiCam

ast weekend's Euchre party
was a lot of fun. Twenty
players competed for valu-
, able prizes and lovely parting
gifts. The top spot and brag-
ging nﬂht.s went to Phil Vitale. Jim
Bolinger was second and Pam Mullin fin-
ished third. Dave Olson took home the
coveted reasure chest award. We might
have to do that again. Thanks to all who
came.

So what's next? The boater safety
course is today. The women's tea is sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 28th. See inside
for details. The annual garage sale will be
on Satarday, July 31st from 8 am to Noon

Indiana ime, Next Friday is the men's golf
outing at Park Shores. Contact Fred
Freihefer to sign up. -

Please note that the Board of Directors
meeting has been changed to August 7th,
and the Homeowners Assoc. meeting will
follow it. August 14th is the volleyball
teurnament. No one has signed up for it
yet but I've been reminded that it's not the
last minute yet. And last but not least don't
forget the Great Tube Float. Bring whatev-
er you have to float on and join us in the
middle of the lake from 2 pm t0 3 pm next
Satarday. The more the merrier.

One nete from the pot to the
kettle., Fourth of July is over. Fireworks
can anncy and disturb your neighbors.
Another good way 10 annoy and disturb
you neighbors it to...never mind.

Commodore thanks the Barker staff

How about a big round of applause
for our Birch Barker delivery people?
These wonderful folks give up a plece of
their weekend to make sure your news is
delivered to your door in a timely manner.

Charlene Sheetz South Side
Margaret Bouwkamp South Side/Hill
Holly Troeger East Side

Judy Olson East Side

 you must, put
: M1 49031, or fax | your te

Linda Curtis East Side
Elaine Lochmandy North Side
Vickie Rogers Cove
Buzz Rasmussen West Side

Also a special thanks to Margaret
Bouwkamp for delivering to the delivery
people. The Barker doesn't just walk intwo
Margaret's hands either. Thanks to Becky
Wiseman for picking it up at Staples and

The deadline for submitting Barker materials is every Tuesday at Neon!

. Note: All s in theBker are ST { Indiana S Time) nles stated otkeise

July 24 - Boaters Safety Course

July 28 - Women’s tea

July 30 - Men’s golf outing

July 31 - Garage sale

July 31 - The Great Birch Lake Float-in
July 31 - Kids Luau I pm

Aug. 6 - Women’s golf outing

Aug. 7 - Corn and sausage roast
Ang. 7 - Directors meeting; 9 am
Aug 7 - Homeowners Assoc, Meeting
Aug 14 - Kids Regatta

Aug. 14 - Volleyball Tourney

Ang. 21 - Fall dinner

That is all. Carry on. Let's get out
there and have some fun.
-Stewart Spratt. Commodore 2004

getting it over to Margaret. Thanks to
Bob King for his assistance in getting the
electronic copy over to Staples. And we
all owe a huge thank you to Phil Vitale
for putting it together each week. We all
look forward to the Birch Barker and
without the teamwork and co-operation
we are fortunate to have we wouldn't be
enjoying it on Saturdays.




Cove News

Normally when I come
to visit the lake it is a quiet,
relaxing weekend (exclud-
ing the noisy card games),
but this weekend the small
gray cottage in the cove
belonging to Dick and
Peggy Cowen came to life
with visitors from all over
the east coast,

My great grandma Dory
was here to spend time with
us all the way from
Leesburg. Florida. Also ail
the way from Florida

ire
(Miami}) was Dawn, a fami-
ly friend, and her two chil-
dren, Casey (age 8}, and
Samantha {age 13). And
last, but not least, my uncle
John and Aunt Karen from
Elma, New York, brought
their two sons, Kyle (age 4),
and Evan (age 2). John is
son of Carolyn Cowen
McCoy.

All of the guests had a
great time and enjoyed
plenty of yummy food and
sunshine (other than
Saturday night's shower}.

202 W. Berry St.

Fort Wayne, IN 46801
(269; 424-5888

fax (260) 422-4361

Jon T. Rendot, CPA
jon@rrscpas.com

ake Notes

The little boys all caught
fish, and everyone enjoyed a
pontoon boat ride, domi-
noes, cards, a campfire with
hot dogs and marshmal-
lows, and lots of laughs.
Birch Lake is the best for
creating great memories!
-Biz Andriang

Lake Garage Sale

The annua!l Birch Lake
Garage Sale will be
Saturday, July 31. If you
plan to participate, contact
Charlene at 476-2604.

Thanks!

A Big Bouquet of roses
and thank you to: Billie &
Paul Rzeszewski & John &
Nyla Erhardt for rescuing &
returning our runaway raft!
Thanks!

Dave & Lynne Barnaby

Happy Birthday Bernie
Bernie Weesner, will
turn 90 years old on Aug. 3.
Please tell him happy birth-
day, if you see him out and

about.

ake an E L -
' w:th an ad in NE!GHBORS

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART « WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
8§ AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (ML)
**TOM * BETTY * BECKY **

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176

MFG — (574) 255-5350

Safe and Fun Summer!




Wedding Bells

Congratulations to
Steve & Vickie Quinlan
(west side) who's daughter
Caroline was married to
Hank Kappel on July 3rd at
St. Stanislaus Church in
South Bend. The newly-
weds live in Akron, OH.
For the next 3 weeks
Caroline will be spending
time here at Birch Lake
when she has free time
from teaching dance at
Saint Mary's College Fine
Arts Summer Camp.

Cove News:

Great Grandmother
Laveta Scofield and grand-
parents, Karen and Jon
Scofield are pleased to
announce the birth of
Magdelene Marie, born July
12, 2004.

"Maggie" is the daugh-
ter of Valerie and Chris
Lintner, South Bend. Her
siblings, Graciella and
Patrick, already love Birch
Lake and we're sure
Magdalene will also.

..a StyliSy CutiNary PreSentation
For your Special ©ocasion

OO
ﬁaﬁgnjqu@
Catering

SpeciaLize iN:
“Appelizer/COCKLaL Porles “BeavtiFuL BuFFets
“HouidaysS & Specar OccaSonNsg T weMe parties
“Devwery DeticatesSsen ETHNG Specidltes

“Creatawe doSigned MenNUS
FOr BIUNCH, WUNCH, ©T dINNel

. 574.262-1330
Carric Raogers . . STA-550-0356
ElKkhart, Indians chricupiquecatsgiacl.com

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

274-272-7000

1120 Follet Drive, Cassopolis
(Behind Porky’s)

RAVE Aqua Jump Trampolines
PWC Service for SeaDoo, Yamaha, Kawasaki
Minor & Major Engine Repair
OMC, Mercruiser
LAKESHCRE PWC lifts
Authorized SHORE STATION Boat lift dealer
Marina supplies
Service & Storage

(269) 445-2191

Lutz Concrete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14960 W. M-60
Three Rivers, Ml 49093

269/279-1973

FAX 26912790133
Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmiiconcrete®aol.com




isabella’s birthday

The birthday flag was
proudly flying over the
Parkinson's home on the
South Side last week.
Tuesday was Isabella's 9th
birthday and Saturday was
Madeline's 11th. Lots of
fun in the sun, cake and ice
cream was had by all. The
birthday banner has been
lowered and stored for
now, until next month
when Carmen will cele-
brate her 5th birthday. So
as to not forget, young
Frank will be hoisting his
own 3rd b'day flag in

October. This weekend, the
Parkinson's will be hosting
the famous Friend family
{Kevin, Margaret, Isabelle,
Austen and Cameron} for
an action-packed weekend
at Birch Lake.

KiDS LUAL

Please join us for the
2nd annual Kids Luau,
back by popular demand!
Bring your grass skirts and
Hawaiian shirts to the
Yacht Club on Saturday,
July 31st, between 1 - 2:30
pm (IN time). Don't miss
the fun ... including Limbo,

The Best Reference
IsA
Job Well Done!

For your next building/remodeling project call
Keirn Construction Company

Terry Keim is a quality-driven craftsman with 30 years expe-
rience. Just ask these Birch Lake residents...

“The outside of the house and
garage look grear with the new
siding. We have thoroughly
enjoyed the deck designed o
our specifications by Keirn
Construction Company.”

Kathy & Ron Niezgodski & Derothy Pamel

“I was completely satisfied,
The work was done guickly,
efficiently and on time.”

Helen Toth

“Terry is extremely profession-
al, accurate and meticulous
and the work he does is top
norch!”

Dan Reynoids

KEIRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Cell: 269-825.0818
Email:
keirnconstr@beanstalk.net

FNE BUILDING AND DESIGN
62933 Birch Ad.
Vandalia, Ml
Phone; 269-476-2767 Terry Keirn

President

Birch Lake News

teen hours at a time. After
one such workout he was
so hungry that he entered
a pancake eating contest
and took second place. All
the food gave him so much
energy that he painted his
house and two of his neigh-
bors' homes. Then he and
Rhea went for a jog. Wes
is best known for his antics
on the golf course. Just

dancing, games, and treats!
Hope to see all the Birch
Lake kids there!

Spratts revisiting
North Shore

Wes and Rhea Spratt
have returned to the north
shore for a few days of
R&R. Wes and Rhea live
in Elgin, SC. In exchange
for a few chores they are

being allowed to actually ask anyone that's ever rid-
sleep inside the cottage. den in the cart with him. I
Wes and Rhea have been also hear he's pretty good.
training for and competing  Hope they had a swell

in triathlons. Wes has week,

been known to run for fif-

T grills on sade..w
M” p to 50% off! .

Sales, Installation, 3
Cultured Stone.

Gas, Wood
and Pellet
Fireplaces.
Stoves and
inserts.

g

Indiana’s Largest
Showrooms

1235 W. Hively, Elkhart - 522-5200

Ihices good traug
Fathors Ly

YWCA Camp Eberhart

Three Rivers, Michigan
Swimming*sailing™ waterskiing™horseback riding”
astronomy™nature”crafts”canoeingarchery*campfires
Lots of new friends!

How will your kids
spend the summer?

Sessions begin Sunday, June 20, 2004
Call us at 1-269-244-5125 or toll free at 1-888-922-6732
Or on the web — www.campeb.org
Present this ad for a $50 discount
off 1 week's feg For Weeks 1-3

Servfces N,

(574) 205-8633

I License # PCS1061372

www Riethco.com

Water Pumps Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Heaters Faucets Backflow Preventers
Sinks Toliets Bathtubs/Showers

(269) 641-5143

License #30-02429 |

69608 Sunsef Bivd.
Union, M{

616-6471-5317




by Sunny Waters: she who

enlightens your lives

Let it be know that | do not

make spelling emmors. Thank
oL

B.S. and | spent a lovely
afternoon clearing away the
nasty loosestrife. B.S. did the
dirty work and | held the huge
bag. We need to keep beautiful
Birch Lake healthy. Other than
that nothing exciting has hap-
pened except B.S.'s brand new
underwear. I'm a little concemed
about the undies with roses.
Also, I've noticed my lipstick has

gene done quite a bit.

Now, let me ask, what is it
with you people? 1 made it clear
that [ am available to help youin
difficult situations. Don’t fool me,
| KNGW you have problems and
put dead fish on you spouse’s
pillow. You need help. | dom't
charge but it would he all right if
you wantied to send me cash or
a gift centificate, preferably for a
diamond toe rng or a face lift.

Except for some lightening
and thunder there ain't a whole
lot of shaking going on.

That6's about it but remem-
ber to wash your toothpicks so

News From The Cove by Sunny Waters

they may be used again.

Need something te perk you
up?

Bill Clinton was bom August

19, 1946. Doesn't that just thrill
you (if you're a Democrat)?
Personally 1 stick with presidert
Lincoin,

Are you tired of the babble?
Okay, l'l quit. Be good to your-
selves and others.

-Your gver loving Sumny
R.S. I'd include a picture of me

but I'll wait until the face lift is
done.

Reunion a hit

Last Saturday a family reunion
was held at Tom & Vickie Rogers
home. With the last Cary family
reurtion being two years ago in Fort
Wayne, Birch Lake was a big hit,
with everyone who was able to
attend. ,

With having, and eating
enough food for an Army, everyone
enjoyed a boat trip around the lake
with their favorite beverage in hand.
To our great pleasure’ our weather
held out with sunny sky's and a
refreshing breeze across our deck.
It was only an hour after everyone
had left that the sky's opened with a
downpour of rain. Tt was a great
day with many pictures taken and
new memories made.

Chapel Hill Missionary Church

14525 Chzps: Hil 5L Urign, 1401

Join us far ‘Warshiz
Sundzy Schonl £ 2w
WS Prar SR B o

Ladies Golf/Lunch

% Friday, August 6

Park Shore Golf Course,

Cassopolis

Evsrirg Servics § .

B Pest Control B Commercial

& Termite Control EE Residential
K& Rodent Control B Real Estate
& Flea Controi FHA & VA

Competitive Low Prices

JOHN ERHARDT, OWNER

(269) 476-9944
(269) 591-1627

VANDALIA - P.O.BOX 275

9 am (IN} golfing
Noon Lunch
(at Lindy's, Dowagiac)

All leveis of golfers welcome!

Golf Entry Fee- $27/per golfer
Fee covers gelf, half a cant, and lunch at Lindy's

interested in joining us for Lunch only? No pre-pay is
necessary, but reservation is requested.

Send check and reservation for golf and/or lunch
by Mon, Aug 2 to:

Allyson Weaver

69609 Hilltop Dr

Union, M! 49130

Attn: Golf Outing

For info call (269) 641-5513 or contact Julie Weaver at
476-2869 or Katha Machalleck at 476-2642

=T TN WGolfL . Lunch

Team Members:

en’s Golf Outing

Friday, July 30 ~ Park Shore ~ 11 am

4-man scramble ~ Shotgun start
Prime rib dinner (follows) at BLYC

Prizes, refreshments $60/man. Sign up NOW!

Send checks to Fred Freihofer
50831 Deer Ridge Ct., Granger, IN 46530
or drop in Barker Box (on East Shore).

Dinner only is $22/each

Deadline: July 23




Friends,

Sunday proved to be an
interesting day on the water. If
some of you non-sailors have
watched the sailboats on race day
and wondered why some of the
hoats seem to stop in the middle
of the race and let others catch

up, it's because of the tricky
winds in the middie of the lake.
Being round and set in a sort of
bowl, our iake has strange, unde-
pendable winds and dead spots
that keep the sailors fiterally on
the edge of their seats some of
the time and frantically searching

WS

for any little breeze at other times.
That is what makes it a fun and
challenging, if not downright frus-
trating sport!

Clear your calendars for
Saturday, August t4th and plan to
participate in, and have your chil-
dren or grand children attend the

Kids' Regatta. It's always good
fun and a great way to expose the
kigs to this great pastime. More
details on the "Kidgatta” will
appear in future issues of the
Barker.
-Jim Bolinger
Fieet Captain 2004

Results from last week’s sailboat races

Sailor ..coocneee # RaCES ..o class ....... 15t race......2nd race ._.3rd race.....day's total .........cumulative ........average ........place
Rick Harman ....c.ee.. SR 11/ D 6th e BN i DNS L 2541 10131 SRR 7. ¥ SO 3rd
Scott Troeger...........13.. -..MC. st w2nd .., dth... 4520 ... 19966 eoreereeees L FK] - st
Don Harmar.............13 e .MC 3rd Atha, 2nd.. 4364 .. L7 J— ALK F— 4th
Harold Cranmer........ 12 MO 2nd...... 3rd..... Bth 4190. I U £ D 1473 s 2nd
Jim Bolinger ... I T MC .......... L3 P 1st..... st 4599 OO £ - S— L S—— 5th
Phil Vitale ... 12 i MC e L5111 P 6th .. 3rd B 1 S L1 0] —— 1325 ) 6ih
Bill LUBCht .o T v MO e Tthn TtH 5th .3638 kLY L T 1225, Tth
Dave 01800 ovieereeens 1hreeca e SunA... 8. e2Dd w.2nd ABT2 e ST L D—— 1538, 3d
Rick Russwurm ........ Beiis SunA....DNS.........DNS............. DNS e L1 SO 11865 ooreeeeemnes 1483...ceeeen it
Erica Vitale ..... 5 SunA....DNS......DNS. WDNS ) S A212 oeerereannens 455, e 5th
Tom Howard .. 10....... SunA .20 e i £ A 1st... w4751 15784 578 2nd
Bob King...vecesrine Zsrisiarieenns SunA....DNSaeee DNS... ..DNS. 4 3220, 1610, ks
Caleb Walker............ 11... SunBl2nd...l I8t 1 IO 1Y 17082 S LTSK S 2nd
Amy Troeger............. Buureecerremsennne Sun B.....DNS...........DNS.. WONS D 7353.. 15 F—— 3rd
Sandy Vitale ........... L - SR——. SunB.....1st ... ..DNS... 1St eerirreenne 3220 e 17396 1581 i TSE
Steve Richards......... G e Sun B....DNS.. ..DNS... LDNS 0 4287 .. 1439... LAth
Chad Plaia.....coecenrens K SR SunB....3d. DNS.. DDNS 1454 ......... 4187.. 367 5th

Images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml 49005

(574) 273-5025
(269) 476-9225
fax (269) 476-8555

Carpet
Linda & Térry Curtis

476-2431

63093 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, MI 49095

Bonded & Insured

Curtis Cleaning
Services

Commercial & Residential Cleaning

Cleaning

on our knees to please’

Phone: 269 f 641-2154
Email: rribeats.com@prodigy.net
Web: TRIBOATS.COM

MERCURY
] OHNSON

EVINRUDE

YAMAHA
EZ LOADER TRAILERS

MANITOU

LOUNTOOM B

*SLAES & SERVICE
*PARTS & ACCESSORIES

69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

/
THE TANSHOP/ (o
Simonton Lake Plaza ( ii
51523 SR 19 N. - Elkhart, IN 46514

Ufzrabro igk Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Faciaf Beds

219-264-4977




by Biz Andrian

=w or a few years

“~ now, my grand-
ma (Peggy
Cowen, with the
little, gray, two-
story in the cove) has been
bugging me to write an
article for the Birch
Barker.

My responses were con-
stantly "maybe later,”
“there's nothing to write
about that anyone would
be interested in,” “who
cares what a kid has to
say,” or sometimes, when
she bugged me until I was
irritated, I would start off
on a rant starting with
"What's the point?”

Just this weekend, my
grandma finally got to me.
She told me, not asked me,
but told me, that I was
going to write and article
for the Birch Barker. When
I asked what about, she
told me that I should write
about the out-of-state rela-
tives and family friends
that were up this weekend.

Of course, I did my
usual routine. I scoffed and
told her that I didn't want
to, but she was deter-
mined. Seo, instead of giv-
ing me her ‘disappointed’
face and leaving me alone,
she sat down to talk with
me.

She told me about how
she was sad that the only
people that are writing for
the Birch Barker are
adults. (Not that there is
any problem with adults
writing for it. You will see
what [ mean in a2 minute.)
And if it weren't for those
same few dedicated people
submitting articles, the
paper that has been run-
ning since my mom was my
age {and even before)
would cease to exist.

She told me that the

Barker was created to help
bring the of Birch Lake
closer together; it was a
way to get tidbits of infor-
mation about everyone
around the lake to every-
one else.

No groundbreaking
news, just things people
wanted to share, She also
said that most of the arti-
cles in the paper were writ-
ten by the younger kids
around the lake who would
often go door to door ask-
ing if anyone had any news
they were willing to con-
tribute that week. (She
says she even remembers
Marty Asire's weekly vis-
its.) This got everyone,
including the kids of the
lake, involved in the com-
munity, helped develop
their writing skills, and
made it so people around
the lake knew a bit more
about each other.

I asked my grandma for
her old copies of the Birch
Barker she used to collect.
She told me that when she
moved into this cottage
from her house a ways
down the lake, she threw
them all away. {She used
to have issues dating all
the way back to the
1960's.) So the oldest one I
could find was from last
year around this time (July
26th to be exact).

After reading about the
kid of the week, how local
bulls were on a televised
rodeo, how to make the
winning chili of the 2003's
chili cook off, about an
upcoming meteor shower,
and the ABC's of healthy
eating, I turned to this
week's Barker (July 17th).
1 looked it over and com-
pared them. The number of
ads has increased thirty
some percent and the num-
ber of articles had
decreased about that much,

not to menticn the writers
now vary less and less (not
that there is anything
wrong with what is being
written, I read the Barker
every week and the articles
are always interesting)

What I am trying to
say is: people (especially
the younger generations)
need to get more involved
in the Barker!

Every week, on the bot-
tom of the front page, there
is a long black box telling
people how they can sub-
mit articles to the Barker.
It isn't that hard, and all
anyone has to do to help
get this paper filled with
more articles and different
writers is to send some-
thing in.

It doesn't have to be
anything too special. It
could be about relatives
from out of state corning to
visit (you could even get
them to write something},
where to find blackberries
around the lake, how won-
derful your pets are, your
favorite recipes, why you
like skiing, tubing, or any
other sport so much, how
wonderful an event you
attended (like the pancake
breakfast or the corn and
sausage roast) was, about
an interesting bug you saw
the other day, how to get
certain birds like humming
birds and gold finches to
hang around your yard, a
poern you wrote the other

Lake closer together

day, and interview of
another Birch Laker, help-
ful household tips, or even
about how you thought
that last week was the best
week for sailing all sum-
mer. Anything .Well, you
get the idea. It would just
be wonderful to read about
things people from all over
the lake have to say.

So, parents, encourage
your kids to send some-
thing in, Wouldn't you be
proud to see your child
enjoying writing and learn-
Ing interesting new things?

And kids, wouldn't you
like to see what you wrote
published and your name
in print?

[ am making a promise
to try and write and article
every few weeks and [ hope
that other people will start,
too. There are many inter-
esting people arcund our
lake that have a ton of
things that other people
would like to hear. Now is
the time to share them.

At least now I'm back on
my grandma's good side
and I really did write that
article she wanted me to
write. It isn't much, but
you can find it elsewhere in
the paper.

Editor’s Note: Thanks Biz
for the great article ... We'd
all love to see a lot more
people send in articles for
the Barkerl

Corn & Sausage Update

This year's BLYC Corn & Sausage Roast,
which will be held on August 7, is being
expanded! Event Chairman Bernie Garceau
has announced that in addition to the yummy
corn and sausage, attendees can now special
order (at the door) New York Strip Steak or
Chicken (at a modestly increased price).

Free Estimares

} NEED A PLUMBER?
ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

Service beyond your expectations
100/% satisfaction guaranteed

Winterzations Sump 8, Warer Pumps
Water Hearers Toiless & Tubs

Wager Softeners Sewer Rodding
Showers Sinks & Faucers

Drain Cleaning Sewage Ejection Pumps

Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction

269-687-7192

Master Licensed #8110747




v:he southern sky
holds a couple of

i wonderful constel-
lations; favorites of sum-
mertime sky watchers.
Sagittarius and Scorpius
sit low at nightfall and just
to the Ieft (east) of due
south. Experienced
observers usually think of
Sagittarius as the "teapot”
because the outline traced
by its brighter stars bears a
resemblance to that piece
of tableware. Sagittarius
hosts a pumber of well
known "deep sky objects”
within reach of small tele-
scopes and binoculars.
Look before the middle of
next week when the bright
Moon arrives in that area.

While known to most

observers as the "teapot,”
the classical representation
for Sagittarius is the
Archer. The names of sev-
eral of the constellation’s

stars allude to this ancient
centaur figure armed with
bow and arrow. The star at
the top of the "lid" is Kaus
Borealis, which literally
means "northern (part of)
bow." At the bottom of the
spout is Kaus Australis, or
"southern bow.” Between
the two, resides Kaus
Meridionalis, "middle
bow." And the spout's tip,
Nasl or Nash, translates as
“the point" (of the arrow).

Scorpius, the scorpion,
also skitters across the
southern sky. Summmer is a
pretty good time of year to
watch Scorpius. Its tail
clears the southeastern
horizon in late evening,
and the scorpion remains
visible for the rest of the
night.

The brightest star in
Scorpius is Antares, which
is in the middle of the
scorpion's curving body.

This brilliant red star is
one of the behemoths of
our stellar neighborhood.
If you placed it at the cen-
ter of our own solar sys-
tem, it would swallow
Mercury, Venus, Earth,
and Mars, and almost
reach Jupiter.

Antares is so big
because it's nearing the
end of its life. The star's
nuclear firrnace has con-
sumed its original hydro-
een fuel, and is now
"burning” heavier helium.
As the star switched fuels,
its outer layers puffed up
like a balloon.

Antares will someday
consurme its helium, too,
converting it to heavier
elements like carbon and
oxygen, which will in turn
continue to feed the star's
nuclear fires.

Eventually, though,
Antares no longer will be

Turn your eyes to the southern sk

able to use the elements in
its core as fuel. The star
will explode as a superno-
va, outshining even the
Moon in Earth's sky. All
that will remain of Antares
will be a crushed corpse:
either a neutron star — a
ball so dense that a tea-
spoon of its matter would
weigh millions of tons --
or a black hole — an
object with such powerful
gravity that not even light
could escape from it.

But don't mark your
calendars just yet. Antares
will be part of the show
for quite some tme to
come. And it will contin-
ue to be free.

-Stu Spratt

The moon for July 24 2004
{at Midnight): 0.1 days since
first quarter; llluminated
Fraction: 0.510

Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance
Lawn Care
Property Management

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty @beanstalk.net

Emergency Service Available 24/7

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

- Imnsurance
Mature Owner BPiscounts

15479 U.8. 12
P.O. Box 74
Union, M 49130

“Call us for a gquick quote”

(616) 641-5995
Fax (616) 641-5787

FIREPLACE CENTER

(574) 262-1433
(800) 419-0403

FIREPLACES & WOGQGD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS
INSTALLATION @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,
REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

1108 N. Nappanee St., Elkhart, IN 46514

(574) 264-0728
Fax (574) 266-6338




" by CMeoria (the librarian)

1 just finished Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix book for the second time. It was even better
than the first time I read it. So with a nod to the Harry
Potter series let's look at some other good books for our
younger Birch Lakers.

@ Parts (Arnold)

This book was recommended by John from the eastside.
A five-year-old boy thinks his body is falling apart. An
hysterical look at loosing teeth, skin peeling and hair
falling out. If you fell in love with parts get the sequel
More Parts.

@ Tacky the Penguin (Lester)

Tacky the penguin does not fit in with his sleek and
graceful companions, but his odd behavior comes in
handy when hunters come with maps and waps. So
funny, Tacky is really, um, tacky. Great book.

@ Chrysanthemum (Henkes)

Chrysanthemum loves her name, until she starts going to
school and the other children, like Rose and Marigold,
make fun of 1t

@ The Giver (Lowry)
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of
Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared
by only one other in his community and discovers the
terrible truth about the society in which he lives. A great
science fiction book. I know kids who have read this
book over and over again.

@ The Bad Beginning (Snicket) After the sudden death
of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must
depend on each other and their wits when it turns out
that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian
is determined to use any means necessary to get their
fortune. This is the first book in The Series of
Unfortunate Events.

9 My_Secret War: The World War 11 Diary of
Madeline Beck (Pope)

Thirteen-year-cld Madeline's diaries for 1941 and 1942
reveal her experiences living on Long Island during
World War II while her father is away in the Navy. This
is from the Dear America series.

This list tried to go from a younger point of view 1o
an older one. I know some of you have read most of
these but summer 1s such a good time to reread favorites
or ty a new title in a series of books.

Next week: Teen favorites

FINANCIAL SERVICES |

500 Park Blvd. ¢ ltasca, lilincis 60143

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C ¢ 63D0-773-3883 e

b domumer: at OBirch, ool
-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Fax 630-773-0920

RArea’s laryest supplier at best prices
Everything for your backyard celebration

Birch Lake residents kring [n this coupon for a 20% disceunt

13421 Meokiniey Highway
Mishawaka, IN 46540

314-236-3988

We at RKM Fireworks are again happy to
provide the Birch Lake Fireworks Show!




Birch Lake Merchandise for Sale

Sun Visors, foam with coil back in royal blue sell-
ing at $4; Canvas Totes, navy blue in color imprinted
in white selling at $12; Bib Aprons great for the
kitchen or sizzling BBQ's selling at $15; Fleece
Blankets, navy blue, with a sailboat in color circled by
a gold rope and birch lake text, all embroidered in the
lower right corner selling at $30.

Call any one of following committee people: Denny
Weesner 476-2569 ; Maryann O'Neil 476-2831; Judy
Olson 476-2125; Linda Bergan 478-9359; Vickie Rogers
476-2383

An open appeal for door prizes
We're soliciting door prizes for the Men's Golf
Outing. If you can donate a prize, please contact Fred

at 476-9823 or Phil ar 445-9200 or 476-1680

Ladies Day — Wednesday July 28
Those Were the Days . ..

Summer’s not over ladies, and we have lots of fun in
store for you at the Ladies Day Tea. We will have a
salad and desert luncheon at the Birch Lake Yacht
Club, with Ice Tea and Lemonade.

We have other surprises in store for you ...

tuned for more information!
Tickets are available now from the following comumit-
tee members: Mary Ann O'Neil, Helen Toth, Darlene
Troyer and Denny Weesner. Seating is limited so get
your tickets now!

so stay

Tickets: $8; Time: 12:3¢ IN

J;
Cledtical CMassage Cherapy
Specializing in better CHAaltly  for (W oman
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Brasican Slodical Pl g o

GUY EBY INSURANCE AGENCY
112 Spencer R4, Cassopolis, MI
209-445-2425"'0ll [ree: 300-228.7855 Fax: 260-445-3827

gy
Hastings Mutual
Insurance Company

Holieg Metipm + GISLIES

DanHerman  Vieki Brossman  Stephen Hulson Patti Badner
JillDull Lucy Hollan Donna Hattsell
Charlie Retherford  Trishe Hunt  Lawrie Regoer Stan Praybysz

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 269-679-5504 Elkhart, IN 218-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

Don’t get B_eft m the wake

Boat sales-” o _

PWC sales Sllp rental

Service Boat Launch

Consignment Boat Rental’

Convemence Store .

She only thing we

%‘”

oveook &

Grsher Luke

Steaks - Sewfood
d/)&/'z//J

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, Mi 49093

(269) 279-7984
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] . : Team Name:
Only 3 more weeks until the Birch Lake :
Volleyball Tournament on August 14th,  : .
Matches will get under way atnoonin  ; ream Captain:
the field next to Ben's barn in the north-
gast corner. Games will be played to 15
points with a cap of 17. The firstteam  : competing in: (check one) Fours Sixes
to win two games wins the match and :
moves on. Sign up for co-ed fours
and/or co-ed sixes. Registration is $5
per team. You may phone in your regis-
tration and pay courtside or drop it off
at Spratt's on the north side. Contact
Stewart at 574.291.3227 or 476.2113.

-
.

Roster:

Tessrenaannen

errrssnEaenss Y

EEF TR TR TR )

Sue & Steve Pobuda

57983 M-62 FOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLUB
Y/ Cassopolis, Ml ] ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

49031 DINING ROOM
\ OPEN TO PUBLIC

Serving lunch and dinner

Froe Call 1-269-
m to reserve for

{Closed Tuesday)
Phone (269) 782-5111 Receptions B Business Lunches B Parties
fax (269) 782-4533 DRI RANNAVACAGURATASNAN!

Eagle Lake Marine Shop UNION MARKET

Sales ~ Service ~ Storage

15940 US 12 West, Union, Mi

- Agua-Pati
San-Pan, Aqua-Patio, Sweetwater Pontoons (269) 641-5861

Hurricane Deck Boats Open Daily: 7 am - 10 pm Ml, 6 am - 9 pm N

Polar Kraft Fishing

FEATURING:
Honda Qutboards
Deli Selections Fresh Meats
269-699-5103 Fresh Produce Cold Beer
Picnic Needs Videos

eaglelakemarine.com

5

- 2
e \\_{& ‘_»’v’hcn vau're ready 10 sell your luke property, we make f'
g i} it easy w0 find buyers bosause we're the spooialists n ;,/f
i L Soutliwesl Michigan, Serving over 76 infand lakes, we %
i have a latge selection of buyers generated by our %
’5‘1?- exclusive marketing prograum, catled Direct Lake Property Murketing.
3 S0 when it's ime to sell, just give us a call and we'll start reelin gin ’fi
2 Uhe buyersi ﬁ

J ERDON | b

EAL ESTATE INC. 1 f. &

£

ESTABLISHED 1950

Visih our WEBSITE www.jerdon net B (269)782-4000 [




EOR RENT &/OR SALE

For Sale - ShoreStation boat lift
with 2 4,300 Ib. capacity. Great for
fishing or sal boat. $250. Call
Greenes at (440) 933-5489.

For Rent — Birch Lake North Shore
$850 wk. Multiple weeks discount.
No pets. Sleeps 6. Nice pier/swim
raft. Boatlift available. Call
Freihofers at 574-272-3683 or 269-
476-0823.

For Rent - Birch Lake Storage has
self-storage units coming available.
U-lock, 10x18", $54/monith. Call 476-
1001. :

For Sale - Faitfield 223,000 Point

Dock Company.
& Dock Service

269-445-8838

time share, Good at any Fairfield,
RCI or Interval Intl. Network for 1-2
week stay during any week and any
location you request. Very reason-
ably priced. For information and
guestions call Mike Machalieck, 476-
2642.

WANTED

Wantted: 1980 or newer Sunfish nuli
in good condition. Call Dave Olson,
476-2125 or 574-255-3722.

LOST & FOUND
Lost — Pair of glasses in blue case.
Lost Memorial Day weekend on East

side. Please call 476-2461.

Found: Blue hooded sweatshirt at
pancake breakfast. LONGBALL in
red letters on front. Contact Stewart
Spralt a1 476.2113 or 574.291.3227.

Found: Awaier lounge float was
found at the Vath's shoreline this past
weekend. It folds and has a mesh
center with a head rest, blue in color,
Since the Vath's do not have a tele-
phone, piease call Vickie Rogers at
476-2383.

Lost: White windbreaker at yacht
cub. Contact Carol Freihofer at
564.272.3683 or 476.9823.

Found — A wooden raft with blue
barreis found in the creek . We have

had it tied up in front or our seawall
hoping the ownets would claim it
Call 574-288-7936 Paul or Billie
Rzeszewski (south west corner by
outet)

MisC.

Cute kittens to goed homes onfy.
They love people and are litter box

trained. Call Charlene at 476-2604.

Free to good home: two redwood
lounge chairs. 14790 Birch Lake-
shore Dr. PS: do you need a cement
block or two? Help yourself at the
same address.

Got a classified? Send it via e-mail
to saflorphil@philvitale.com

P.0 Box 155
Vandalia, Michigan 49095

Carry-out
Foods

40 Years in Business!

%2_

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Finest Food in Michiana

Phone (269) 476-9606

Wednesday-Saturday
3:30pm to 11 pm

Sunday
4pm -9 pm

Closed Monday & Tuesday

Ww
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