A publication for people who love Birch Lake

Weekend of August 21, 2004

Lake Scenes

Birch Lake has been bapping in August as residents
and visitors try to make up for time lost to unseason-
ably cool and wer wearher. Above, the weather-delayed
Float-in finally took place a couple of weeks late ... at
right, three-year-old Evan Durbam (grandson of Herm
& Bew Kruggel and son of Shelley Kruggel Duvham)
makes one of several Flexiboard” trips around the lafee
.. and below, yours truly poses with a prize small
mouth bass taken last Monday on a dry fly off the end
of bis own pier (for the record, the fish was returned to

the lake in good condition).

. here has the year
gone? It seems like
only yesterday that
W Were preparing
for the Spring Dinner
and now tonight's the Fall Dinner.

The weather and the water are cool-
ing off and that means that summer is
coming to a close. That also means that
my 1erm as commodore 1§ coming o a
close. Tonight I will hand over the flag
and the sacred PFD to John Erhardt and
say my goodbyes.

Before that though I want to again
thank all the folks that helped me outin
such a big way this summer ... Jim
Bolinger for the Spring Dinner and fire-
works; Don & Lind Harman - Pancake

Breakfast; Bemie & Blair Garceau - Corn
& Sausage Roast; Fred Freihofer - Men's
Golf Quting. There were also quite a few
that helped out wemendously on events
that T had little or nothing to do with —
Darlene Troyer - Women's Tea; Nyla
Erhardt, Lesley Greenig, Lorie Noyer and
Allyson Weaver - Women's Golf Outing;
Charlene Sheetz - Garage Sale; Judy
Otlcon, Suzie King, Charlene Sheetz, Dick
Bender - Boart Parade. Special thanks 1o
Phil Vitale and the Barker Delivery and
Distribution team.

Also thanks 50 much to the many
who assisted with clean ups, serving,
tending bar, selling tickets, fund raising,
water quality and all the other jobs that go
along with the many events we all
enjoyed this summer. Without all the
great effort and teamwork I couldn't have
been as successful. I am sincerely most

The deadline for submitting Barker materials is every Tuesday at Noon!

Aug. 21 - Fall Dinner

Aug. 28 - Board Meeting - 9 am

Sept. 4 - Final Barker of the Season

Sept. 5 - The Great Birch Lake
Sandbar Stand - Noon

Oct. 1 (or thereabouts) — First Online
Barker of the Off-Season.

appreciative.

I wish John and the new vice com-
modore all the best in 2005, John will
hold the last board meeting of the season
next Saturday at 9 am. If everyone pitch-
es in again for him as they did for me he
too will have a successful summer.

Let's get out there.

-Stewart Spratt. Commodors 2004

Note: All times in the Barker are IST { Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise



Camp Fun

Camp Tannadoonah?
if not, then you should
soon, that is, if you are a
child. The camp has Jots of
fun activities. Ones that
your parents can sign you
up for or activities that
the camp provides no mat-
ter what! Some of the

extra activities your par-
ents can sign you up for
are tennis and horse back
riding. Even though I

haven't ever done them I
think they look like a lot
of fun! The activities that
are provided for all
campers are arts and
crafts, archery, drama,
canoeing, swimming,
nature and sperts n'
garmes.

It's a lot of fun no mat-
ter what. You have the
choice to sleep over or not
to, but it's a lot more fun
to sleep over! And no mat-

202 W. Berry St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46801
(2690) 424-3888

fax (260) 422-4361

Jon T. Rondot, CPA
Jjon@rrscpas.com

e tes

ter what cabin you are in
you'll always have at least
one friend. Don't worry
about who you getas a
counselor because you'll
get used to their rules!
Have a great summer!
Got 1o go.
-Irina Lyles

(#200-1 Sanders)
editor’s note: Irina is 11
1/2 yrs. old & lives in a
Boston suburb & spent
FOUR weeks at the fake
this year & got up on skis
for the 1st time.

Happy birthday
Carmen Parkinson
Carmen Parkinson is
5! Tuesday, the 17th, was
the big day, and Carmen's
grandparents came over to
help break the pinata and
eat cake and ice cream. If
that weren't enough, to
further assist Carmen in
celebrating her fifth birth-
day, the Baker Family will
gather at Birch Lake this
weekend. Welcome to the
always fun, but often dan-
gerous, John, Helen,
Johnny, Sabrina, Doug,

Natalie, Audrey, Lily,
Martha, Scott, Eric, Brian,
Bubba, Mary, Zack, Josh,
Jake, Louise, Rich and
Cisco. Whew!

The Great Labor Day
Sandbar Stand

Commedore-in-waiting
John Erhardt has declared
Saturday, Sept. 4 as the
date for the first annual
Birch Lake Sandbar
Stand.

Erhardt said, "It ain't
no big deal, just bring
your boat and a cooler to
the sandbar in front of my
place on the South Side.
We're going to walk in the
water from boat to boat
and socialize. Pretty
informal.”

Erhardt said the event
will start somewhere
around Noon (Indiana
time, as always).

MC Nationals

Aug 19 - 22 / 34th MC Nationals /
Maxinkuckee YC, Culver, IN; 79
boats pre-registerad!
http:/feww.myccutver.org/MCregat
ta.him or http:/inww. mcscow.org/

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART # WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSBAY
8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (ML)
**TOM * BETTY * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

A

"PLASTICS INC. &

OLD & MACHINE, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOCLING — (574) 255-5176

MFG — (574) 255-5350

er!




Troeger get-together
Connie and Earl
Troeger hested the family
get-together at their cot-
tage recently on the south
side. Shown at right with

their grandchildrern, Chris

and Matt, sons of Jeff &
Sue from Steamboat CO.,
Chad, Brett, Wade, and
Aubrey, from Fishers IN.,
and Carly & Lauren, from
Granger.

A great time was had
by all.

Kruggel family get-
together, too ...

Last week Ted and
Shelley Durham (Shelley
Kruggel) vacationed at
Birch Lake at Bev and
Herm Kruggel's home.
Their children enjoyed
various water activities.

Each year the
Durham's spend part of
their vacation time help-
ing their children accom-
plish new things.

The family all agrees
that the baby of the fami-
1y, three year old Evan,
wins the award for the
greatest accomplish-
ment. Evan made
several trips around
the lake on the
"flexiboard” during
the week (photo on
Page 1).

The other kids
worked on their
skills as well. The
oldest son, thirteen
year old Parker,
worked on perfect-
ing different wake-
boarding jumps and
grabs. Ten year old
daughter Ryan
reached her goal of cross-
ing in and out of the wake
on her wakeboard. The

Durham's middle son, nine
year old Mitchell, was con-
tent to be able to swim
and play in the lake as he
just got a cast removed
from his arm. Up until the
vacation he couldn't even
swim this summer. He
enjoyed tubing, also. As
usual, everyone had a
wonderful time at
Grandpa and Grandma
Kruggel's beautiful lake
home.

Mitchell, Ryan and Parker Durham (as well
as Evan) all accomplished new things this

summer at Birch Lake.
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News from the Cove

by your ever-loving
Sunny Waters

I'm sure you readers
have been miserable with-
out my column so I'll try
to make it up to you.

B.S. {for those of you
who don’t understand,
B.S. means beloved
spouse) and I enjoyed the
corn and sausage roast at
the yacht club with dear

Ire
friends. Birch Lakers are
special people.

If you've never met

Lindsay Weesner you've
missed much He speaks

fluently several languages.

Line up, girls, he's a gem!
Kudos to Bernie
Garceau and the crew for
a job well done. B.S. says
the steak was delicious.
August 16th was
Loretta Drolet's birthday.
This loving lady is the

Vid

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

, 11120 Follet Drive, Cassopolis
(Behind Porky’s)

RAVE Agua Jump Trampolines
PWC Service for SeaDeo, Yamaha, Kawasaki
Minor & Major Engine Repair
OMC, Mercruiser
LAKESHORE PWC lifis
Authorized SHORE STATION Boat lift dealer
Marina supplies
Service & Storage

queen of the cove. Also,
her sister Rosie is coming
for a visit. She is a dear
person and we look for-
ward to seeing her.
OX., Loveto you all ...
Fini,
~Sunny

Birch Lake merchan-
dise is stiil for sale

Sun Visors, foam
with coil back in royal
blue selling at $4
Canvas Totes, navy blue
in color imprinted in white
selling at $12
Bib Aprons great for the
kitchen or sizzling BBQ's
selling at $15
Fleece Blankets, navy
blue, with a sailboat in
color circled by a gold rope
and birch lake texz, all
embroidered in the lower
right corner selling at $30.

Call any one of follow-
ing committee people:
Denny Weesner 476-2569 ;
Maryann O'Neil 476-2831;
Judy QOlson 476-2125;
Linda Bergan 476-9359;
Vickie Rogers 476-2383.

Thanks tc the
Barker Team

Once more, a special
thanks to the Birch
Barker team: Deliverers:
Charlene Sheetz, South
Side; Margaret Bouwkamp
South Side/Hill; Holly
Troeger,East Side; Judy
Olson, East Side; Linda
Curtis, East Side; Elaine
Lochmandy. North Side;
Vickie Rogers, Cove; Buzz
Rasmussen, West Side;
Couriers: Becky
Wiseman,Bob King;
Advertising: Dick Bender

A note on Jet Skis

Michigan law says
PWCs {jet skis} must be
off the water one hour
prior to sunset. Here are
the (Indiana0 times PWCs
must be off the lake for
the next week:

AN 2] e 6:35
Aug 22 .. 6134

Aug 23 ... ..6:32
Aug 24 ... ...0:31
Aug 25 ...
Aug 26....
Aug 27 ...
AU 28 5:24

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14950 W. M-60
Three Rivers, Ml 49092

269/279-7973

FAX 268/279-0133
Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmticoncrete@acl.com




By Biz Andriang

hundred years
ago, there was
only one cabin
on Birch Lake.
A wealthy
Chicago businessman built it
on the North Shore in 1902
and the cottage was named
Silver Springs because it was
Birch Lake's fresh water
springs that made it the head
lake for other lakes such as
Shavehead and Baldwin lakes.

Eventually. the business-
man went bankrupt and sold
the cottage to a man named
Mr. Thayer from Miles, MI for
$500in 1918. (That would be
a steal now, but back then it
was expensive with wages
under $15 a week.) Every time
Mr. Thayer would come to the
lake, it would take him 12
hours in a horse and buggy to
get here.

When Mr. Thayer passed
away, his son, another Mr.
Thayer, inherited the cottage.
This Mr. Thayer had a son
named Jim. Growing up. Jim
liked to hunt and fish with his
father when he visited the
lake. When he was a boy,
there were four cottages on the
lake, all on the North Shore
becanse much of the area sur-
rounding the lake was swampy
or had no roads leading to it.

When he was young, Jim
developed a fascination with
the Potawatorni Indians that
camped between Birch and
Shavehead Lake. They were
peaceful Indians that grew
their own food and lived in
harmony with their environ-
ment. They were even accom-

[1story Of a

modating to the white men
who started to settle in their
area. After a while of being
friendly, the white men wied 1o
take the Indian's land. They
eventually succesded, but not
before the Indians went on the
warpath and tried to defend
their home.

Asg Jim grew older and
learned more about the
Indians. he appreciated them
and wanted something to show
his appreciation for the Indians
and their way of life. He want-
ed a totem pole.

For years he wanted cne.
He thought about what kind of
wood he would use. what kind
of carvings it would have, and
how tall 1t would be. It wasn't
until the mid 1990's that he
got his chance to have a totem
pole of his own. He met a
carver, Douglas Christie, who
agreed to carve a totem pole
for Jim if he could find the
right log.

Jim had two kinds of
wood in mind: Sycamore and
Tulip Poplar, Both of them
grew straight, had hard wood
that wouldn't crack easily, and
had very long trunks.
However, it proved harder
than you'd think to find the
right tree. Tt took Jim three
years to find the right mee. It
was 2 Sycamore that grew
straight and didn't have a
branch for 38 feet.

Once it was cut down and
sent to Doug's workshop, he
stripped the bark and set it
aside to dry. A year and a half
later, it was dry and ready to
be carved, and the wood had
hardly cracked at all. Sadly,
right before Jim's pole was to

be carved, Doug, the carver,
had a accident that broke both
of his legs.

After nearly a year of
healing, Doug was once again
ready to carve Jim's pole, but
because his accident was carv-
ing and height related, the 38-
foot log had to be cut in half
to be carved.

Doug carved a pole that
started with an Indian at the
top. This Indian was
Shavehead, the chief of the
Potawatomi. whose shaved
head and bear claw necklace
indicate that he is on the
warpath.

Under Shavehead was
carved an eagle holding a fish
in its talons that has a seven-
foot wingspan. Under the
eagle were a sun, a beaver, a
bear, and fire. The Potawatomi
worshiped the sun and fire,
and they hunted the abundant
beaver and bears that once
lived there.

From the back of the
totem pole, a wolf howling at
the moon was carved. The
Indians also worshiped the
moon and they coexistad with
the wolves and other animals
in the woods very well. On the
right side, a picture of corn
was carved and on the left, a
design of leaves because the
Potawatomi grew thelr own
crops and respected every
aspect of their environment.

It ook Doug a year and a
half to carve the wood. Next
he coated the pole with four
coats of a special oil to keep it
from gerting too dry and
cracking. Then Doug painted
his beautiful creation with sev-
eral coats of special paint.

‘ream Come True

Once the oil was soaked
in and the paint dry, it was
time for the final step. The
pole was coated with four lay-
ers of polyurethane to keep
water from getting in and rot-
ting the wood.

The pole was then brought
to Jim's house and was erecied
on five square feet of cement.
four metal rods, and an iron
grate underneath 10 keep it in
place. At last the two pieces of
wood were joined together and
tied with a rope it keep it in
place. And the totem pole was
finally done!

The totem poie now stood
20 feet high with a 38-inch
base weighing in at 6,000
pounds. It had two numbers
carved into each of its sides:
1821 and 2002. 1821 was the
approximate time that the
Potawatomi lived in this area
and 2002 was the year that the
pole was put in Jim Thayer's
front yard. That front yard
happens to be the same front
yard of the same cottage that
his grandfather bought all
those years ago.

If you'd like to see the
totem pole first had, itis on
the North Shore on the path
that is walked to go all the
way around the lake (you can't
miss it) and Jim probably
wouldn't mind a few compli-
ments on his life's dream come
true.

editors note: Biz Andriano, the
author of this article 1s 15
years old. She is the grand-
daughter of Dick and Peggy
Cowen (west side).

T

Services, Inc,

(574) 295-8633

License # PCRI0BI3T2

Water Pumps Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Heaters Faucets Backflow Preventers
Sinks Tellets Bathtubs/Showers

www.Riethco.com

(269) 641-5143

License #80-02439

Union,

Vi'

69608 Sunsef Bivd.
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16-6471-5317




2004 BLYC Officers and Board of

OFFICERS Judy OISOn..c..iumeieens

Commodore Stewart Spratt .......... 476-2113  Maryann O'Neill..........
Vice Comm John Erhardt .............. 476-9944  Vicki ROGETS....vucerrnn
Secretary - Sandy Vitale................ 476-1680 Paula Russell..............
Treasurer - Holly Troeger ........... 476-9898  Rick Russwurm...........
Fleet Captain Jim Bolinger ............476-9737  Charlene Sheetz.........
Denise Smitley............

BOARD OF DIRECTCRS Holly Troeger ..o

Dick BeNdar.uirinisscenscsnsinns 476-2591  Scoit Troeger..............

directors

.................... 476-2125  Rick RUSSWUMM.coov.comcvemrccirccreerinennd 762407
................. 476-2831  Gertie Temple 476-2773
................. 476-2383  Bob Temple .o 476-2773
................. 476-1880  Phil Vitalg e A 76-T680
................. 476-2407  Sandy VRale....ciiiniciieienn 4761680
................. 476-2604

................. 476-9000 HOMECWNERS ASSOCIATICN

.................... 476-9898  The 2004 officers of the homeowners
.................... 476-9898  Association are Scott Troeger, Jim Bolinger,

Howard Blackwood 476-2840  Phil & Sangy Vitale ...covmeecrciinns 476-1680 Don Harman, Bill King and Rick Russwurm.
Jim BOlINGRT v 476-9737  Bruce Wagner.........occcueeuercuusieann, 476-2090  There are dozens of members of the home-
Dave BouWKamMp. ... 476-1001  Denny Weesner ..., 476-2569  owners Association; contact any officer for
Harold Cranmer ... 476-2170 more information. Homeowners Association
Fred Freiofer ... 476-9823 WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE meelings are publicized in the Barker and
BOb HErmS i 476-9381 Dan Reynolds, chairman ............... 476-8877 open to members and prospective mem-
JACK MIlIBT oves i 476-9226  Terry DUgAN oo e 476-2814  Dbers.

- BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)
- Homeowners Assoc. {$10 / year)
- Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

- Building Improvement Fund

- Fireworks Fund

- Water Quality Program

- Riparian ($7/yr, provide address for magazing)
- Other

Total $
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Mail to:
Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 46514

Drop off at:
63696 Birch Road (call 475-9838)

Make checks payable to:
Eirch Lake Yacht Club
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Join ug for Worshiz

Sundzy Sbeal &30 am

YWCA Camp Eberhart

Three Rivers, Michigan
Swimming*sailing™waterskiing*horseback riding™
astronomy™nature*crafts™canoeing*archery*campfires
Lots of new friends!

How will your kids
spend the summer?

Sessions begin Sunday, June 20, 2004
Call us at 1-269-244-5125 or toll free at 1-888-922-6732
Or on the web — www.campeb.org
Present this ad for a $50 discount
off 1 week’s fee For Weeks 1-3

B Commercial

B Residential

{2 Real Estate
FHA & VA

2 Pest Control
& Termite Control
B Rodent Controil
EE Flea Control
Competitive Low Prices

JOMN ERHARDT, OWNER

(269) 476-9944
(269) 591-1627

VANDALIA - P.O.BOX 275

81
p to 50% off!

Sales, Installation, ‘.g
Cuitured Stone.

Gas, Wood
= and Pellet

. Fireplaces.
ie—— Stoves and
Inserts.

indiana’s Largest
Showrooms

1235 W. Hively, Elkhart - $S22-5200

Prican good inraug 5
Fathor's Day N




The Best Reference
IsA
Job Well Domne!

For your next building/remodeling project call

Keirn Construction Company

Terry Keirn is a quality-driven craftsman with 30 years expe-

rience, Just ask these Birch Lake residents...

“The ourside of the house and
garage look grear with the new
siding. We have thoroughly
enjoved the deck designed to
our specifications v Keirn
Consrruction Comparny.”

Kathy & Ron Niezgodskl & Dorothy Parnell

“I'was complerely sazisfied. notch!”
The work was done quickly,

efficiently and on rime. "

Helen Toth

“Terry is extremely profession-
al, qccurate and meticulous
and the work ke does is rop

Dan Reynolds

KErIrRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

FNE BUILDING AND DESIGN

62033 Birch Rd.

Vandalia, Ml
Phone: 269-476-2767 Terry Keirn
Cell: 269-625-0818 President

Email:
keirnconstr@beanstalk.net

Sailors,

Well, the sun and the
fun were plentiful but the
wind was a little elusive
for the Kids Regatta on
Saturday.

We started the after-
noon in the Harmans' yard
with some great pizza
from Marcello's in
Cassopolis where the own-

ers were kind enough to
deliver it to us personally!
Thanks Fred and Anna!
The kids divided into
boats and succeeded in
completing two races.
-Jim Bolinger
Fleet Captain 2004

Here's the teams and
their finishes:

TEAM........... wetarmnerreraneeren ... 15t RACE ......2nd RACE

Rick Harman - Captain (MC}

Kaitlin Kesmodel
Lauren Kesmodel
Megan Russell

Chad Plaia - Co-Captain (MC)

Harold Cranmer - 1st Mate
Patrick Russell
Connor Russell

Jim Bolinger - Captain (MC)
Amanda Lacy
Carrie Curtis

Bob King - Captain (c-scow)
Scott Troeger - Tactician
David QOlson - 1st Mate
Garth Reynelds

Tuc Osbom

Calvin King

Neil Troeger

Con Harman - Captain (MC}
Abby Rondot

Amy Swygart

Conner Stigner

Fhil Vitaie - Captain (MC) ......

Randy Osbom
Michaet Curtis
Shawn Martin

Bill Luecht - Captain (MC)......

Katie Luecht

SRR <11 o FOUOUORT 8th

Amy Troeger - Captain {Sunfish) ....8th.....ccceen.ee. 7th

Alice Corey



Sailors

Sunday’s regular season sailing
found us with no wind in the morning so
a 1 p.m. start was called. The later ume

brought us occasional putfs of wind
allowing us to finish one race.

Joining us for the first time this sea-
son was David Troeger in the "Whale

Boat" MC. Welcome David! Please try
to sail with us again when there is more
wind to play in.

-Jim Bolinger, Fleet Captain 2004

esults frot

last week’s sailboat races

Sallor —simness # Races........ class....... 15t race......2nd race .....3rd race......day’s total ........cumulative ......... aVerage......place
Scott Troeger L L TP ' | S Tst.. 1600 verrerer2 3586 e 155 T 1st
Harold Cranmer L SRR '/ | GRS 2nd... 1521 e 2122 el 1460 Znd
Don Harman RN ' | O, DNS . WO rerereen 3188 . 1449, 3rd
Rick Harman 15 ieereereeeee MO el DNS et b 0.. verernn 21560 e 1437 dth
Phil Vitale 22 e MC AL 1369 e 29863 e 1358 StH
Jim Bolinger 23.... weMC e 6th.. 1225 e ineeens 30880 1343 e Bth
Bill Luecht LY I MC......5th..... B A | S 20857 o 1227 e Tth
Greg Peyer Tovnrarins L [ — DNS .. . 1235 1235 e .
Bruce Harlan 2. wiMC e DNS .. 0 2470, S I S "
David Troeger PR MC ........3rdu 1454 .. 1454.. O T .
Tom Howard L1 SO SunA....... L3 S 1600 30155 e 1987 i 188
Dave Qlson L0 S SUN A a0 et sere s s LY I K30 T I SO £ X1 S, Znd
Rick Russwurm L PO SUNA o3 1454 (i P M DR ()
Erica Vitale 15.... SunA.....dth.., 1379 21598 e 1440, R
Bob King Zoeee SunA......DNS. ¢ I .3220.. U 13 14 P *
Sandy Vitale 18..... SunB.....1st.. SRR 1111 S, 28164 e, 1565..0ccererreen 188
Caleb Walker 21... SUN B T8 s srsmsssssserssssrssssrirens T2 b rreirnrervenaennes 32808 w1562 2nd
Steve Richards L £ T SUN B reen 3 snrsressessssssemsmssssssorsnsenns 1358 ivireeee e 21747 e 1449, Ird
Chad Plaia KT Sun B hDNS e SO ) O A187 coiviriann I S
Marty Asire 3 Sun B DNS e, v} eereemrenrene 395 i 1532 e .
Amy Troeger 8..... SUN Bt DNS e eresrenseeeeme o0 e 10338 L1 -

* Has not yet sailed in the required percentage of races

Accents & Images

Interior Design

Sheryl Papandria

63680 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml 49095

(574) 273-5025
(269} 476-9225
fax (269) 476-9555

Curtis Cleaning
Services

Commercial & Residential Cleaning
Carper Cleaning

Linda & Terry Curtis
476-2431

63093 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, MI 49095

Bonded & Insured

on our knees to please’

SPORT'S M
Phone: 269 / G41-2154

Email: triboats.com@prodigy.oet

Web: TRIBOATS.COM
MERCURY
J OHNSON
EVINRUDE
YAMAHA

EZ LOADER TRAILERS

MANITOU®

TUEVETHAN ALY

*SLAES & SERVICE
*PARTS & ACCESSORIES

69545 SUNSET BLVD.
UNION, MICHIGAN 49130

THE E’ANSHOP//g »

Sitmonton Lake Plaza
5152385 R ]9 -

Elkhars, IN 46514

Uﬁ'rmbro ig}'z Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977




handful of bright
stars highlights the
evening sky this
weekend. Yellow-

orange Arcturus
stands high in the sky
(Remember, Arc to
Arcturus?)...reddish Antares is
low in the south...and the Summer
Triangle is rising in the east.

These and other bright stars
seem to form patterns in the sky.
Antares, for example, is part of
Scorpius, a hook-shaped pattern
that resembles a scorpion. But
most of the stars look like they're
sprinkled across the sky at ran-
dom. And according to one
American Indian story, they really
are.
The story comes from the

Navajo, who live in the Four

Corners region of the southwest.
There are several versions, but the
basic outline is the same.

It begins with First Woman
carefully placing the stars in the
sky, creating beautiful patterns.
But then Coyote, the trickster,
comes along and offers to help.
First Woman doesn't trust him, so
she refuses. But Coyote persists,
and finally convinces her to let
him give it a try -- IF he promises
to be patient.

Coyote behaves himself at
first. He picks up the stars from a
blanket and places them in the sky
one at a time. But after a while,
he can't resist the temptation. He
picks up the blanket and shakes it
vigorously, scattering stars across
the entire sky. And so the night
sky appears today -- a few bright

stars forming patterns, and all the

others sprinkled across the firma-

ment at random, creating a beauti-
ful but slightly chaotic blanket of

stars.

Look for the different patterns.
Check out the familiar - Big
Dipper, Teapot, Scorpius. Also
ry for less familiar - Cygnus the
Swan in the Summer Triangle, the
Great Square of Pegasus and
Bootes the Hunter. More on those
later. Bundle up and enjoy the
show. It's free you know.

-Stu Spratt

The moon for August 21, 2004 (at
Midnight): Bluminated Fraction:
0.369; 1.1 days before first quarter

note: this column was intentionally printed in large print so
old people like Bob King can read it .. editor

e Maintenance

Lawn Care

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty @beanstalk.net

Emergency Service Available 24/7

!HSUB.A,NCE AQEXCY INC

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home,

Auto, Life & Boat
Insurance

Mature Owner Discounts

“Call us for a gquick quote”

15479 U.S. 12
P.0. Box 74 (616) 641-5995
Union, MI 49130 Fax (616) 641-5787

FIREPLACE CENTER

(574) 262-1433
(800) 419-0403

FIREPLACES ® WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS
INSTALLATION @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,
REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

(574) 264-0728
Fax (574) 266-6338

1108 N. Nappanee St., Elikhart, IN 46514




by CAGrian (the tibrarian)

The American Library Association sets aside a week in
September 10 bring awareness about censorship. Banned
Books Weeks is celebrated in libraries across America,
While I think everyone censors or "selects” their own
reading, listening and watching, as well as of their chil-
dren concerns arise about an anonymous person censor-
ing all of us. Below are just a few of the books that have
been censored over time. [ have included the reason of
censorship as well as a brief summary of the book. The
upside to censorship is that kids want to read these books
w0 see what all of the fuss is about.

@ Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury) "Fahrenheit 451is the
emperature at which book paper catches fire and bums.
After learning that books are a vital part of a culture he
never knew, a book-buming official in a future fascist
state clandestinely pursues reading until he is betrayed.
This book "created too much individualism and inde-
pendent thinking",

@ Diary of a Young Girl (Frank) A thirteen-year-old
Dutch-Jewish girl, Anne Frank, records her impressions

from the Nazis before they were discovered and taken
concentration camps. Censors found this book "sexually
offensive” and "a real downer”.

@ Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee (Brown) The
documented account of the systematic plunder of the

American Indians during the second half of the nine-
teenth century. Banned because it was "slanted".

© Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) Sustained by the hope
of someday owning a farm of their own, two migrant
laborers arrive to work on a ranch in central California.
Profanity was the reason this book was challenged.

@ I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Angelou) An

autobiography covering the childhood of a woman who
has been a professional dancer, actress, poet, journalist,
and television producer. This book was censored
because it was deemed "anti-white".

Find out a complete list of "Challenged Books™ at the
American Library Associations website. The internet

address is
www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bbwlinks/100fre-

quently.htm

Next week: Local Authors

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Bivd. e ltasca, lllinois 60143

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 190C & 630-773-3883 o Fax 630-773-0820

fire2's largest supplier at best prices
Everything for vour Baciyard celebration

Birch Lake residents bring in this coupen fer a 20% discount

13421 Mekiniey Highway
Mishawala, 1N 46343

214-236-2988

We at RKM Fireworks are again happy to
provide the Birch Lake Fireworks Show!




by Jules Verngn

DICK BENDER #39

Dick graduated from
Elkhart High School, and
earned an apprenticeship
in tool and die making
through CTS Corp. He has
been self-employed for 30
years with Bender Mold
and Bender Plastics.

In 1994, Dick started
Bender Industrial Park in

ire

Mishawaka across from
the Hummer plant. He
has 4 children named Jeff,
Bruce, Amy and Jason.
Bruce and Amy are twins.
Dick has 11 grandchil-
dren.

Dick got familiar with
Birch Lake through his
brother, Jim Bender, who
was a resident here for
many years. Dick bought
Welch’s house in July of

Chedical Chlassage Cherapy
Specializing in better Coulth for (W oman

éxﬂaj{zfmp

oricas T #9067
] 2694752882

1988 on the south shore.
The house burned in 1997,
so Dick moved next door
into his rental house
where he presently
resides.

Dick has many memc-
ries of Birch Lake, and he
couldn’t single out any one
favorite to mention. We all
know Dick as a very color-
ful person who is liked by
all, and is always there
with a helping hand to
others.

BILL KING #N263

Bill graduated high
school from Elkhart, and
received a B.S. in
Industrial Arts and
Physical Education from
Ball State University. He
also minored in math, but
his claim to fame is his 4

ies
years at BSU playing
tackle for the Cardinals.

The U.S. Army drafted
Bill in 1951 where he
served his country for 2
years, and also played
football and track. He
married Le and they have
two children, Suzy and
Bob. Bob and Leslie have
Calvin, Bill and Le's only
grandchild.

In 1956, Bill and Le
were looking for lake prop-
erty when they happened
upon Birch Lake by an
article in the South Bend
Tribune. In 1978, the
Kings took up permanent
residency at Birch Lake,
and have been loving it
ever since all year round.
Bill has a great sense of
humor!

GUY EBY INSURANCE AGENCY

112 Spencer Rd, Cassopolis, MI
269-445-2425 ol Free: 300-228-7855 Fax; 269-445-3827

nee
Hastings Mutual
%ﬁ Insurance Company
g Moz - B0

1885

Dep Hompin Vicki Brossman — Stephen Hutson Vatti Badner
Il Dull Lucy Holfmun Donna Hartsefl
Charlie Retherford ~ Trisha lhnt  Lawrle Regoer Stan Praybysz

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, M1 269-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 10 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

bon’t get left i in the wake

Boat sales = Gas
PWC sales : Sllp rental
Service - Boat Launch
Consignment Boat Rental:

Boat Storage Convenience Store

shore m
on digmond lake ﬁr oer ]

45 M-60 22230 Maple St. -
opolis

3100

ﬂ?\@;’ See orly theng twe

otedook iy

Sorter Leke

Sleaks - Seafood
Sl

79984 11 60 East
Three Rivers, MY 49093

(269) 279-7984




a tiny August rumble

~i- Signed up for Online Barker?

bellow... bellow... beliow
We hear the woods beating,
and wait for you.
you arrive ai my shore and remain
... submerged.
Just who are you... life from the past — aching
to reach today?
to warn — - - or comfort us?

Oh, you silly yellows and whites
broadcasting through my robe of black
chiffon mountaing —
that move with such perfect rhythm,
What are you looking for?
~Anon

Ok, Il do it again ... The
Online Barker, that is ...

If you've never seen it, you
don't know what you're missingt
The Online Barker is a monthly e-
mail newsletter that [ send out to
lakers, visitors and friends who
~ii ~ want to keep up with the off-sea-
son activities of Birch Lake.

The Online Barker is sent dur-
ing the months that the printed
Birch Barker is not being printed ...
starting in October and running
through the first week of May. You

can get a sneak preview (or is that
a rear-view?) and check out the
last cne from the spring by visiting
the web site
www.philvitale.com/barker.

| always keep the most current
month there in ¢ase there’s a prob-
lem with the e-mail system.

If you haven't signed up, you
can subscribe at the web site {you
can also unsubscribe anytime you
want), or just e-mail me at sailor-
phil@philvitaie.com.

Sue & Steve Pobuda

57983 M-62
.. Casscpolis, Mi
N\ 48031

Serving lunch and dinner
(Closed Tuesday)

Phone (269) 782-5111
fax (269) 782-4533

' FOUR £ ¢ COUNTRY CLUB
ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN

DINING ROOM
OPEN TO PUBLIC

(]
/§F}‘_c‘6 f}}\ Call 1-269-699-5349
P =X to reserve for
Tt N

| Receptions B Business Lunches B Parties

N B R BAAARAREAVACASIRRTSANEN

Eagle Lake Marine
Sales ~ Service ~ Storage
San-Pan, Agua-Patio, Sweetwater Pontoons
Hurricane Deck Boals
Polar Kraft Fishing

Honda OCutboards

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, Mi
(269) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7am - 10 pm M|, 6 am - 9 pm [N

FEATURING:

269-699-5103

eaglelakemarine.com

Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meais
Cold Beer
Videos

hhd ‘ﬁ.

. When you're ready 10 sell yuur lake property, we make e
2 % it easy w0 find buyers beeause we're the spocialists in b
;4 {,&_—J Southwest Michigan, Serving over 7U inlund lakes, we a}"
huve 2 lerge seleclion of buyers generated by our f
exclusive marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Murkezing. 53
50 when its lime (o seld, just give us a call und we'll start reefing in )
the buyers! £e
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We received these two lelters this week
regarding the sewer project,

\While officers and hoard of directors
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club, and the
editor of the Barker WILL NOT

ENDORSE ANY opinion on the issue,
the Baker will publish opinion letters
that meet the following stipulations:

B All letters must be signed and the writ-
ers must alfow thelr names to be pub-

lished with the artick.

B Letters must be submitted by deadiine.
B Al letters must be submitted via e-
mail, or on computer disk in a text format.
& All letters must be no more than 500

words; f letters are over 500 words, they
will enly be published on an available
time/space basis, and providing the
author agrees to cover all additional
costs incurred because of the letter,

Notice te all Birch Lake
Property Owners:

Before a Discharge
and Treatment Plant can
be built for the proposed
sewer system in Porter
Township, a permit must
be issued by the Michigan
Department of
Environmental Quality
(MDEQ). Regardless of
what side of this issue you
are on, I'm sure we are all
concerned about the envi-
ronmental concerns sur-
rounding this giant under-
taking. Censider that the
aquifer will need to be
lowered. affecting wells
and indigenous animal
and plant life, heavy con-
struction equipment will
be digging 20 feet down,
construction runoff, ete.
This is our opportunity to
request a public hearing of
our concerns before a per-
mit is issued. It does not
matter if you live here
year-round or are a regis-
tered voter. If you are a
property owner with envi-
ronmental concerns about
the sewer issue it is very
important that you put
those concerns on paper in
the form of a letter and
mail it before September
2, 2004 to:

Mr. Sean Syts

MDEQ

PO Box 30273

Lansing, MI 48909
Reguest that he schedule
a public hearing on the
proposed Discharge and
Treatment Plant to be
built for the sewer system

in Porter Township, Cass
County. Mr. Syts wants to
hear from us on environ-
mental concerns.
Unfortunately. he is not
interested in the monetary
issues, so please avoid
those in your letter to him.
This may be your only
chance to be heard. I
encourage you to take
action. If you need help
composing a letter, please
contact me.

-Lois Groszek
15105 Birch Lakeshore
Drive; 476-9698

Madness

We are divided. The
two sides are more polar-
ized than ever. Both
camps feel they are right
and the other side is
under-informed (or worse).
By November it will be
over. No, not the presiden-
tial election (silly), some-
thing more important ...
the sewer project!

Many will have
noticed "Stop the Madness
(in Porter Township)”
signs. To be fair, as was
pointed out by a lake resi-
dent, what amounts to
madness is in the eye of
beholder. Still, we would
be wise to cease argument
on immaterial topics.

Whether Birch needs
a sewer system is no
lontger the issue. The
County is both empowered
and required to adopt
water quality plans

including development of
sewers. Thankfully, the
active water quality effort
of the past kept Birch
pristine and we should
continue to care for our
puddle as time passes.

There is no longer a
legal or political issue.
Those thinking they can
extract consideration from
prior Board members
would be well served to
read the Michigan
Governmental Immunity
Act. The Township is
under new managemernt.
Let's hope once the sewer
dilemma is behind us the
new Board is diligent in
more mundarie govern-
mental tasks.

All that remains is a
financial issue. When the
bonds were sold earlier
this year, the covenants
pledged the full faith and
credit of both the
Township and County.

IF the sewer plan
were stopped by the
County, ALL property
owners in the Township
would have to repay the
millions spent to date and
ongoing costs to retire the
non-callable bonds.

So, it comes down 10
this. Each property owner
{whether in the sewer dis-
trict or not) can share in
paying millions to get
nothing -or- those actually
in the sewer district can
pay their respective share
and get something.

Whatever your prefer-
ence in this divisive mat-
ter, be goed to your friends
and neighbors. It's OK to
have different opinions
{(because that's all they
are), but, at the end of the
day, we need to come
together again.

-Bob King

Winterizations

Drain Cleaning

Free Estimares

» NEED A PLUMBER?
ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

Service beyond your expectations
100/% satisfaction guaranteed

Warer Heazers Toilets & Tubs
Wazer Softeners Sewer Rodding
Showers Sinks & Faucers

Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction

269-687-7192

Sump &, Warer Pumps

Sewage Ejection Pumps

Master Licensed #8110747




FOR RENT R SALE

For Sale - Manual Tread Mill $25.
Ultravection Oven (new) $25.
62729 Birch Lakeview Dr.

Ph: 476.2174 {Reiths)

For Sale - Lakafront home w/ 69’
frontage, 1-1/2 acre tot with large
two-story house. 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, large living room family room,
kitchen, & lots of closets. Separate
Guest house with 2 bedrooms, living
raam, kitchen & bath and three-car
garage. County Road wiyear-round
maintenance. Many extras.
$695,000. Call Reiths 476-2174

For Sale - PAST COMMODORE

Dock Company.
& Dock Service

269-445-8838 -

Sweatshirts. Dark blue with white
embroidery. Just $30. Contact "Bad
Patty’ Luecht at 476-2615

For Sale - 1988 Sylvan 20" Pontoan
Boat w/35 hp Evinrude whilt, good
condition, new top. $3,500. 476-8857

For Rent — Self-Storage units along
with RV & Boat Storage. Williamsville
location. Call David ar Margaret
Bouwkamp @ 476-1001

For Sale - Sunfish sailboat and lift
$500; 1993 Yamaha Waverunner il
and fift $2,500; 476-2642

For sale - 16 foot Lowe's jon beat,

with or withgut 6 h.p. motor. See at
Dufour's #120, east side, weekends,

For Sale — Fairfleld 223,000 Point
time share. Good at any Fairfield,
RCl or Intervat Int'l, Network for 1-2
week stay any week and any location
you request. Very reasonably priced.
For information and guesticns call
Mike Machalleck, 476-2642.

For Rent — Birch Lake North Shere
$850 wk. Multiple weeks discount.
Ne pets. Steeps 6. Nice pier/swim
raft. Boat lift available. Call
Freihofers at 574-272-3683 or 269-
476-9823.

LOST & FOUND

Lost - Pair of glasses in biue case.
Lost Memorial Day weekend on East
sicie. Please call 476-2461.

Found: Blue hooded sweatshirt at
pancake breakfast. LONGBALL in
red letters on front. Contact Stewart
Spratt at 476.2113 or 574.281.3227.

Lost: White windbreaker at yacht
club. Caontact Carol Freihofer at
564.272.3683 or 476.9823.

Found - sand wedge cover — for [eft
handed golfer; black zlastc. Calf
Freihofers @ 574-272-3683 during
the week/269-476-9823 weekends,

P.O Box 155
Vandalia, Michigan 49095

Carry-out
Foods

48 Years in Business!

Kabosinle

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Finest Food in Michiana

Phone (269) 476-9606

Wednesday-Saturday
3:30pm to 11 pm

Sunday
4pm-9pm

Closed Monday & Tuesday




