A publication for people who love Birch Lake

BLYC Commodore John Erhardts, aka

would like to take a minute o
introduce myself to those of you
that don't know me. I am John
Erhardt. T have lived on the lake
for 42 years. I graduated from
Constantine High School. I have 2 older
sisters and an older brother ,all of whom
truly enjoy the lake as much as WE all
do!

Two years ago I married my wife
Nyla, became a father of three, Randy,
Ben and Luc. We were married right here
on the lake, in our own front yard. What
a beautiful day it was, shared by many of
our Birch L.ake Family!

The boy’s keep us very busy. I coach
at least one of their baseball teams. I take
them golfing, boating and swimming. We
are always on the move. This year my
wife discovered camping, and NOT at the
Holiday Inn! We try to get a few week-
ends in but it is hard to leave the lake.
QOkay enocugh about me.

‘What a fall dinner (I hope you all
were in attendance) that my wife put on
with the spectacular help of Carrie
Rogers’ Chic Unique Eats Catering.
Carrie and her assistant Julia Johnson pre-

"Bug Guy,"” hosted a great party [ast Saturday ... see the photos inside!

pared a wonderful menu of oh-so-good
food. Behind the bar were faithful bar-
tenders Phil Vitale and Steve Richards.
For the night entertainment we can thank
Duane Gundy for taking off the tool belt
and playing his music like he does so
very well!

Along in the evening after dinner
there was the changing of the flag, and
announcing the new Vice Commodore.
He is a 3rd generation Birch Laker, and a
2nd generation Commodore. He is none
other than Ryan Gableman. Undl last
summer Ryan lived in what is now the
Doba home (my boys siill call it Johnny’s
house). He and his Beantiful wife of 2
months, Shanna, live in Dick Benders’
rental home, not far from BL.Y.C. Heis
arealtor in South Bend, and Shanna is an
early clementary school teacher looking
for a weaching position.

Dariene Troyer received the
Commodore’s award for all that she has
done and always does for any of us on
Birch Lake. She is very deserving of that
award. Thank you Darlene for all you do!
(Ken 100).

There was one other very important
title handed out to a very important per-
son. We now have a real live Parking
Attendant (with a bruised foot): Mr.

Weekend of August 28, 2(04

photo by Bob King

Aung. 28 - Board Meeting - 9 am.

Sept. 4 - Final Barker of the Season

Sept. 5 - The Great Birch Lake
Sandbar Stand - Noon

Oct. 1 (or thereabouts) — First Online
Barker of the Off-Season.

Robert (Bob) King. I gave the distinct
Jjob to the most capable person I could
think of. However after giving Bob his
new orange vest and saber light, his foot
was run over, we will NOT mention
names as to who did it! They know!

You will be receiving a postcard in
the mail with the date of next year’s
events (with more to be added!) so you
can mark your calendars and know that
you will be busy on those dates! Havea
great weekend and remember, be safe on
the water and look out, my lovely wife
may be driving the boat! Oh, no need to
say more... She is Iearning. Splish
Splashing away.

Your new Commodore,

-John Erhardt

The deadline for submm‘mg Barker materials is every Tuesday at Noon!

Note: All times in the Barker are IST ( Indiana Standard Time) unless stated otherwise



Labor Day Regatta,
awards ceremony

Fleet Captain Jim
Bolinger has announced
that the Labor Day
Regatta will be on
Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 4 and 5 beginning at
11 a.m. each day (with an
alternate start at 1 p.m. if
the weather dictates).

The final sailors’ meet-
ing will be held on
Monday, Sept. 6, at 11

a.m. All sailors, family
and friends are welcome.

Birthday wishes
to two Kings

Calvin King just
turned 11 yesterday ...
stop by the King's (north
shore) and wish him a
happy day ...

.. and be sure to wish
his dad, Bob the parking
attendant, a happy 52nd
birthday next weekend!
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Fun Summer!




Pro Wrestling returns
The picture at left was
submmitted as either an
advertisement for the
return of professional
wrestling or as this week's
“kids of the week” entry.

More birthday wishes
Belated happy birth-
day to Jim Beck, who
turnied 57 last weekend, to
Peter Green, who turned
the big Four-Oh, and tc

Don Harman who is
younger than you think.
Oh, and don't forget to
wish Bob King a happy
53rd birthday next week-
end.

A final reminder

Next week is the last
printed Birch Barker of
the year. If you have
items to submit, get them
to me by Tuesday at noon
at saitorphil@philvitale.com

S

ChMledical Hassage Cherapy
Specializing in better FCeudth for OFoman
T Smmer rater
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] E68 4762287

202 W. Berry St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46801
(260) 424-5888

fax (260) 422-4361

Jon T. Rondot, CPA
jon@rrscpas.com

Lutz Concrete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14960 W. M-30
Three Rivers, Mi 49093

269/279-7973

FAX 269/279-0133
Mobiie Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmticoncrete@asl.com

P

NEED A PLUMBER?
ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

Service beyond your expecrations
100/% sartisfaction guaranteed

Winterizations Sumnp &, Warer Pumps
Water Heaters Toilets & Tubs

Water Sofieners Sewer i

Showers Sinks & Faucers

Drain Cleaning Sewage Ejection Pumps

Commercial/Residential/Remodeling/New Construction
Master Licensed #8110747

269-687-7192

Free Estimartes




photos by Stu Spratt
and Bad Patty Luscht

THE TAN SHOP’/, (

Simonton Lake Plaza
51323 SR 19N - Ellkhart, IN 46314

Ultrabronz High Pressure Tanning Beds
Triple - Double - Single Facial Beds

219-264-4977

11120 Foliet Drive, Cassopolis
(Behind Porky's)

RAVE Agua Jump Trampolines
PWC Service for SeaDog, Yamaha, Kawasaki
Minor & Major Engine Repair
OMC, Mercruiser
LAKESHORE PWC lifts
Authorized SHORE STATION Boat lift dealer
Marina supplies
Service & Storage

269) 445-2191




2004 BLYC Officers and Board of Directors

OFFICERS Judy OlSON..covenrrrerss et 476-2125  Rick RUSSWUMM....ooevreevreeeeaess 476-2407
Commodore Stewart Spratl .........476-2113  Maryann O'Neill......vveerrevvccnnnnns 476-2831  Gertie Temple ..o 476-2773
Vice Comm John Erhardt .............. 476-9944  VicKi ROGETS...vvvvueeceeemsrrecrsssecennenns 476-2383  BOD TEMPIC cvveeeeceerrccesrasnarsnsssnnes 476-2773
Secretary - Sandy Vitale................ 476-1680  Paula RUSSEL.......coeeerrevreeoes 476-1880  Phil VITIE ..veovvvrmerresressnnsssnnnssinaas 476-1680
Treasurer - Holly Troeger .............. 476-9898  Rick RUSSWUM..ivicnnssiinineiaans 476-2407  Sandy VItale. ... 476-1680
Fleet Captain Jim Bolinger ............ 476-9737  Charlene Sheelz .....ceuscersaseenanne 476-2604

Denise Smitley........ e 476-8000 HOMEQWNERS ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Holly Troeger ..., 476-9898  The 2004 officers of the homeowners

Dick BENGET ...omermrrenneenmmrnirennenc 476-2591  SCOW TTOCEN vovvvvvresvenerienesinnnennnn. 476-3898  Association are Scott Troeger, Jim Bolinger,
Howard Blackwood........coceevuceenees 476-2840  Phil & Sandy Vitale ......cueersecennne. 476-1680  Don Harman, Bill King and Rick Russwurm.
JIT BOINGET oot rannsns 476-9737  Bruce Wagner.....crvesemssssenesnes 476-2090  There are dozens of members of the home-
Dave Bouwkamp......ccooeereeerneceses 476-1001  Denny Weesner........ooe.............476-2569  owners Association; contact any officer for
Harold Cranmer ..o 476-2170 more information. Homeowners Association
Fred Freinofer ., 476-9823 WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE meetings are publicized in the Barker and
Bob Herms .o 476-9381 Dan Reynolds, chairman ................ 476-8877 open to members and prospective mem-
JACK MIlleT o 476-9226  Terry Dugan ... 4 76-2814 - beFS,

Serv!ces ne.

Water Pumps Sump Pumps Water Tanks
Water Heaters Faucets Backilow Preventers
Sinks Toitets Bathtubs/Showers

(574) 295-8633 (269 641-5143

Vicense # PCRI0H1372 wivw. Rietheo com License #80-G2420
VU e

E9608 Sunset Blivd.
Uniomn, Mf

516-6471-5317

Chapel HIll Missionary Church

14525 Chzpe: Hill St Urion, bl 40130, S05-041-5230
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YWCA Camp Eberhart

Three Rivers, Michigan
Swimming*sailing*waterskiing*horseback riding*
astronomy™nature™erafis*canoeing*archery*campfires
Lots of new friends!

How will your kids
spend the summer?

Sessions begin Sunday, June 20, 2004
Call us at 1-269-244-5125 or toil free at 1-888-922-6732
Or on the web — www.campeb.org
Present this ad for a $50 discount
off 1 week's fee For Weeks 1-3

B Commercial

H Residential

E Real Estate
FHA & VA

B Pest Control
& Termite Control
& Rodent Control
& Flea Control
Competitive Low Prices

JOHN ERHARDT, OWNER

(269) 476-9544
(269) 591-1627

VANDALIA - P.O.BOX 275

AT ‘on saie-.»\
AT

ap o 500 Off1

Sales, Instaillation,
Cultured Stone.
Gas, Wood
= and Pellet
Fireplaces.

A %é

sStoves and
inserts.

indiana’s Largest
Showrooms
" 1235 W. Hively, Elkhart - 522-5200

Prioas goad Weough 5
Famor'a Day




I just have to write
about my first sailing
racel!

Yesterday was deemed
the "best" wind of the sail-
ing season. Of course, I
am somewhat protected
from the wind here on the
west side and really have
no clue what I am in for.

Nevertheless, I've
promised my son, now off
to college, that I would at
least try to sail in a race ...
good mom that I am, I
take off.

I almost immediately
discover that I have not
got my sail all the way up
and that there is WAY
more wind than I am pre-
pared to handle. AsIam
approaching the commit-
tee boat, another sailor
has me STANDING on the
front of my boat hefting
the sail in the proper posi-

tion. She also gives me a
tip ... don’t put the rope in
the cleat thing or I will
definitely be going OVER
today.

Now I am in my care-
ful mode, just sure I will
be tipping the damn thing
over ... and I realize I have
my very expensive glasses
on with no keeper ... and
keep imagining them at
the bottom of 100" deep
Birch Lake. (The fear of
losing my glasses is an
entire other story).

My neighbors on the
committee boat are laugh-
ing by now and asking
"YOUUUU are sailing
taday??7?".

Well, I keep jockeying
around the starting line ...
well prepared in strategy!!
However, I have no damn
idea how to sail this thing.

My neighbor Marty
shows up at the very last
second and I am scream-

The Best Reference
IsA
Job Well Done!

For your next building/remodeling project call
Keirn Construction Company

Terry Keimn is a quality-driven craftsman with 30 years expe-
rience. Just ask these Birch Lake residents...

“The outside of the house and
garage look great with the new
siding. We have thoroughly
enjoyed the deck designed to
our specifications by Keirn
Construction Company,”

Kathy & Ron Niezgodski & Derothy Parnell

“I was completely satisfied.
The work was done guickly,
efficiently and on time.”

Helen Toth

“Terry is extremely profession-
al, accurate and meticulous
and the work he does is top
notch!”

Dan Reynolds

KEIRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
FINE BUILDING AND DESIGN

62933 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml

Phone: 269-476-2767
Cell: 269-625-0818

Email:

keirmconstr @ beanstaik.net

Terry Keirn
President

ing to her in near panic
now "I thought you were
going to help me!"

Now Marty apparently
has more than a few com-
petitive bones in her body.
She replies, "This is my
kind of wind! I can either
help you or win."

So, off she goes.

THEY finally take off
while I am struggling to
MAKE IT GO!

I belatedly get wind in
my sail and go, trying my
best to watch Marty and
do what she is doing when
she is doing it.

By now it is certainly
gale force wind caused by
some remnant of a major
hurricane (or maybe it
really is a major hurri-
cane). I tack here and
there and back again, but
make little progress. This
goes on long enough that I
see Marty fly past the fin-
ish line an entire leg in
front of all the other boats.

Speaking of the MC"S
... now they start the sec-
ond race and I am still
fumbling about the east
side, not even to the first
marker of the first race.

Their sails make a
LOT of noise, and I am,
without question, in their
way, regardless of who
had the right of way.

I start thinking about
horse shows when some
idiot would ride in com-
pletely out of place on an
out of control horse and
spoil the chances of those
that were there to compete
seriously.

frace ...

So... I decide I will try
to sail home. Just about
this time I lose my atten-
tion: to what is going on
and over I golll

Thankfully, I have
lived on water all my life
and know how to fall in
without going under, and I
save my glasses. Igrab
the dagger board and get
all my weight on top of it
and tug and tug and push
with my feet and tug and
tug! It almost comes up,
but I just can't pull it over.

Another sailor comes
to my rescue and he has
trouble pulling it ¢ver as
the sail was full of water
somehow.

Well, that was encugh
... I was begging the com-
mittee beat for a drink
(they had pitchers of
something up there), but
they were off and I drifted
in

I ended up at the
home of Phil and Sandy
Vitale, put down my sail
and sat on their dock, sur-
veyed the ripped out bot-
tom of my swim suit (no
idea how that happened)
and watched Marty win
three races without a care
as to whether I had
drowned or not.

Phil and Sandy finally
returned home and very
sweetly towed me in dis-
grace back to the west
side, We did end up with a
victorious Marty, a very
pleased Caleb and an
exhausted mom.

Guess I'll need more
lessons.

Dick & Judy Lindzy

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

574-272-70(




Sailors

Finally a Sunday with perfect condi-
tions! A nice wind blew from the SW and
made it possible for three contests of sail-
ing skill to take place on a fairly long
course. We all extended a welcome to
Nancy Walker who came out in the
absence of Caleb who has returned to
school. It was great to have so many

sailors out. We had nine MCs, eight
Sunfish and Bob King joined in with his
crew in the EGO for the last race, so it
was a nice full field.

I must acknowledge a grievous omis-
sion from my sailing report of last week,
I neglected te thank Don and Lind
Harman, our very best friends for
decades, for hosting the kids regatta on

the 14th. Thanks, you guys for your
warm hospitality and organizational skills.
Thanks also o the Becks and Bruce
‘Wagner for Committee Boating that event

and also our races on the 22rd.

Now, here’'s what happened on
Sunday, August 22rd:

-Jim Bolinger, Fleet Captain 2004

Results from last week’s sailboat races

Sailer # Races class....... ist race.....2nd race .....3rd race.....day’s total ........cumulative .........average .......... place
SCOR TrO8ger ..o 22 eoereenrnes MC st... st 5th 4496 ...onrrerrrerenns 34082 oo 1549.cricrienes st
Harold Cranmer ...25 MC 6th .. Ath st 4194 S | S § LK A— 2nd
Don Harman.........25 —MC Sth... 5th 4th 3961 35842 i 1434..............3rd
Rick Harman ... 18 e MC ... ath ... 3rd 3rd 3977 25537 SN . £ SRS
Phil Vitale.............. 2 JR MC .......... 311 PO Jih.. 8th 3689 .o 33552 verrussnenirasisns T34Z e 5th
Jim Bolinger ........ L T MC .oveanes 4ih.... Bt ... Sih 3618 34498 o 1327, 6th
Bill Luecht ........... | MC ......... 111 O 9th.. Tth 3204 v Y2115 — L (1 X T Tth
Greg Peyer........ L MC .......... T i B Gth.... 3500 e 4735.... w1184 '
Bruce Haran ... 2 evsmrseenens MC cooreme DNS.vosirnne DNS DNS. 2870 e 2470 .onecrmninsnnnn 1235 e, y
David Troeger ... do.eeereererernenn, 1 O, s FOO— 2nd 2nd. 4593 ... BN L5 A -
Tom Howard......... L SunA.....DNS.....ce.. DNS DNS. L J— 30155 nrireeeernens 1587 vcersransnss 1st
Dave Olson ..........23.... SUNA o 18t e K1 DO K £+ 4488 ..o 35205..... 1531, 2nd
Rick Russwuirm ....15...cvereeneeeee SUNA ...2id e, L SR 5 SR 4781 22549...... 1503, 3rd
Erica Vitale........... L1 T SUnA .. 300G e 2nd. e T I 4486 26084 1449. 4th
Bob King ...covivoeiceZ s SunA...DNS............ DNS.....ovvee.. ~DNS e D 3220 e 1610. y
Bab King participated but did not race in his class

Caleb Walker........27 covve e SunB.....DNS DNS DNS L1 32808 . 1962, riserneen 181
Sandy Vitale......... W D SunB.....2nd 3rd 2nd 4486 32650 .o ) LS T 2nd
Steve Richards.....18 ..o Sun B.....4th 2nd 3rd 4436 32650 eeearereereres LE 5 —— 3rd
Amy Troeger ........10 SunB.....3rd Ath DNS 2843 LY — ) LY [— -
Chad Plaia 3 Sun B.....DNS DNS DNS 0 e rrsenaseesennas LY — 1367... .
Marty Asire........... B e Sun B.....1st Wlst. st 4830 L T ALY ) O— .
Nancy Walker......0overeiennne SUI Bttt DNF e teercceemeerecam s rmssnsssssens s e ser s e sss s e e s £ s ot e seneemnres .

* Has not sailed in the required percentage of races
™ Corrections have been made to Amy's score from previous weeks' total

Signed up for Online Barker?

If you've never seen it,
you don’t know what you're
missing! The Online Barker is
a monthly e-mail newsletter
that | send out to lakers, visi-
tors and friends who want to

keep up with the off-season
activities of Birch Lake.

The Online Barker is sent
during the months that the
printed Birch Barker is not
being printed ... starting in

October and running through
the first week of May. You can
get a sneak preview (or is that
a rear-view?) and check out
the last one from the spring by
visiting the web site www.phil-
vitale.com/barker.

| always keep the most

current month there in case
there's a problem with the &-
mail system.

If you haven't signed up,
subscribe at the web site (you
can also unsubscribe anytime
you want), or just e-mail me at
sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Accents & Images

interior Design

Sheryl Papandria
63680 Birch Rd.

Vandalia, Mi 49095

(574) 273-8025

(269) 476-9225
fax (269) 475-9555

Linda & Terry Curtis

476-2431

63093 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, MI 49095

Bonded & Insured

Curtis Cleaning
Services

Commercial & Residential Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

on our knees to please




1l nine planets of our
solar system were born
from the same rotating
cloud of gas and dust
that surrounded the
newbom S

un. Because of that, we
might expect all the planets to spin
in the same direction, and at the
same angle — but they don't. This
jumble of motions tells us that the
early solar system was chaotic, with
frequent collisions betwesen the plan-
ets and smaller bodies.

A prime example is Uranus, the
third-largest planet.

Most of the other planets rotate
more or less in the same direction
that they orbit the Sun. In addition,
their poles point away from the Sun.
But Uranus is different: it lies on its
side, so its poles lie nearly in its
orbital plane. As a result, its north
pole aimns at the Sun at the begin-

ning of summer. During southern
summer, the south pole gets most of
the sunlight. And at the start of
spring and fall, the Sun appears
above the planet's equator. That cre-
ates weather patterns unlike those on
any other planet, with winds and
clouds changing directions with the
seasomns.

The most likely explanation for
the planet's topsy-turvy rotation is a
collision. In the distant past, a plan-
et-sized body must have slammed
into Uranus, knocking it on its side,
like sometimes happens when two
billiard balls collide off-center.

Sirnilar impacts may have
affected the other planets, too. An
impact between Earth and another
body, for example, may have blasted
out a geyser of vaporized rock that
coalesced to form the Moon.

Uranus is putting in its best

appearance of the year. It rises at
sunset, in the constellation Aquarius,
and remains in the sky all night. It's
also closest to us for the year, so it
shines brightest. But you still need
binoculars to find it. To look for
Uranus follow a line from the spout
of the teapot across its top and
through the handle. That will take
you 1o Aquarius and it's somewhere
in there. A star chart will be helpful.

Also check out Venus and
Saturn an hour or two before sun-
rise. On Tuesday they will be just
two degrees apart, about the width
of a finger held at arm's length. A
great show in one field through your
binoculars. And it's free.

-Stu Spratt

The moon for August 28, 2004 (at
Midnight): Nluminated Fraction: 0.988; 0.8
days until full moon

Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance
Lawn Care
Property Management

INZURANCE ACGHNCTY I NMC

Good Group Rates and
Multi-Policy Discounts on
Home, Auto, Life & Boat

Mature Owner Discounts

Insurance

P.0.Box 74

“Call us for ¢ quick quote”

15479 U.8. 12

Union, MI 49139

(616) 641-5995
Fax (616) 641-5787

FIREPLACE CENTER

FIREPLACES @ WOOD STOVES
GLASS DOORS AND GAS LOGS

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty @beanstalk.net

INSTALLATION @ CHIMNEY CLEANING,
REPAIR AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSPECTIONS & FULL LINE
OF ACCESSORIES

Emergency Service Availabie 24/7

(574) 262-1433
(800) 419-0403

1108 N. Nappanee St., Elkhart, IN 46514

(574) 264-0728
Fax (574) 266-6338




by CALoim (the librarian)

How lucky we are to be living and playing on Birch
Lake. I am sitting here looking at the blue water of the
lake that mirrors the sky above and I just feel good. We
are also lucky to live near to some very good authors as
well. While James Whitcomb Riley, Gene Stratton-
Porter and Jessamyn West may come to your mind I
wanted to highlight a few other jewels among us.

@ Jim Blue Our very own award winning author. His
books are available in print as well as in e-book format
which has enabled readers from all over the globe to
enjoy his books. His first book was Justified Crimes a
hard-boiled tale which centers around Ray Fox, a
Chicagoan and his girlfriend Carolyn Warneke. They're
both unemployed and at an impasse in their lives and in
thejr relationship when Ray gets a business proposition
from his "godfather: "Go to Key West. Deliver a brief-
case and come back.” It's perfectly legal, it pays well,
Key West's a nice place, and Ray could use a break from
Carolyn, so why not? Why not indeed!

@ Kathlyn Gay Ms. Gay lives in Elkhart, Indiana. She
has written a large number of non-fiction books that are

recent publication is Body Marks: Tattooing, Piercings,
and Scarification. It discusses the history of various
forms of body marking, current popularity of body pierc-
ing and tattoos, how and why these are done, and some
things to think about before choosing to be pierced or
tattooed.

@ Kurt Vonnegut Another Indiana author that has been
widely popular in the late twentieth century. His well
know book Slaughter-House Five is about a fourth-gen-
eration German-American who is tortured by his memo-
ries of the firebombing of Dresden in 1944 which he wit-
nessed while a prisoner of war,

& Ralpk Casperson He wrote A Northern Boyhood.
While he currently lives in Niles, Michigan his bock dis-
cusses his daily experiences and observations of growing
up in Ashland, Wisconsin. It provides information on rel-
atives, friends, and good and bad times,

@ Betty Horvath From Kalamazoo, Michigan, Ms.
Horvath wrote the books about a boy named Jasper. The
most widely read title was Hooray for Jasper. This pic-
ture book tells how Jasper finally found the way to 'get
bigger by rescuing something for a friend.

Next week: Birch Lakers make suggestions

INANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Bivd. ¢ Itasca, [llinois 60143

Benjamin P. Wozniak e Suite 180C ¢ 630-773-3883 e Fax 630-773-0920

dwmmer at OBirety Lake/

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

frea’s largest suppiier at best prices
Everything for your backyard celebration

Birch Lake residents bring in this coupeon for 2 20% discount

13421 lickiniey Highway
fiishawaka, iN 46349

314-236-3988

We at RKM Fireworks are again happy 1o
provide the Birch Lake Fireworks Show!




by Jules Vernon
GWEN HARRIS #E150

Gwen graduated from
Mishawaka High School.
As a young graduate, she
took a bus during WWII
from Mishawaka to South
Bend where she worked at
Bendix making airplane
parts for the war effort.
Later on, she worked at
the First National Bank of
Mishawaka until she got
married.

Gwen raised 4 chil-

dren named William, Kim,

Scott, and Bev in Elkhart
where she lived for 23
years. She has 7 grand-
children and 3 great-
grandchildren. After 15
years of service at
Midwest Commerce Bank,
she retired, and now
enjoys working part-time
for her son William in
Elkhart.

As a young girl,
Gwen's family came to

Birch Lake in the 1930's
to visit the Shewmans
who lived in Woodland
Cove. She enjoyed the
sandy beach, blue waters,
and fishing.In the 1990,
she wanted to live on
Birch Lake permanently,
so she asked good friend,
Marguerite Johnson, to
keep her eyes open for a
cottage to purchase. In
1998, Gwen purchased
#E150 from the Wozniaks.
She enjoys the winters

here, and the nice commu-
nity Birch Lake offers.
Gwen is a very nice friend
and neighbor.

DARLENE TROYER
#E181

Darlene graduated
from Washington High
School in South Bend, and
received a license in
Cosmetology from Vogue
Beauty School. She
worked at Camp

continued on next page

TOM’S GARAGE

IN WILLIAMSVILLE
PHONE 476-2272

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOQOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART # WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

3AM TO 7:36 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY

8 AM TO 8§ PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MDD

**TOM * BETTY * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

1385

GUY EBY INSURANCE AGENCY
112 Spencer Rd, Cassopolis, MI
269-445-2425 Toll Tree: §00-228-7855 Pax; 269-445-3827

ipce
Hastings Mutual
Ei/[ Insurance Company
Halop Mzhgs!  ELIET

DenHerman  Vicki Brossman  Stephen Huison Pt Badner
Jili Dull Lucy Holfman Danna Hartsell
Charlie Retherford ~ Trisha llunt  Laurie Regner Stan Praybysz

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!
Schooleraft, MI 269-679-5500 Elkhart, IN 219-262-4506

For a listing of our other 18 locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

Boat saies
PWC salés
Service

Don’t get 1 "'ft in the wake”

. Gas
© Slip rental

7" Boat Launch

* Boat Rental

Convemence Store .

W’ She only thing we
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Goter Lake

Steechs - Gy(:a/aad
05}7/}121

19984 M 60 East
Three Rivers, MI 49093

& (269 279-7984




Friedenswald for 4 years
as the Food Service
Director. Next, she was
hired as the Catering
Manager at the Brookdale
Club in Elkhert until it
closed. She enjoyed being
the Planning Coordinator
at Union Station Catering,
and liked taking a couple’s
ideas and ( sometimes)
evolving it into a one night
extravaganza! Dariene has
always enjoyed cooking for
a mass of people!!

For the past 17 years,
Darlene has been an EMT
for the Newburg Twp.

Ambulance, and served as
Secretary. On the side, she
has started a jewelry busi-
ness where she can use
her creative talents.

Uncle John and Aunt
Levita Scofield lived on
Birch Lake, so Darlene’s
family spent several sum-
mers up here visiting. Her
parents drove around the
lake looking for a place to
purchase and found one in
1962 on the east shore.
After she and Ken were
married in 1872, they pur-
chased the home from her
Mom, remodeled, and

raised 2 children named
Scott and Kelly. They
have 5 grandchildren who
enjoy the lake, too.

Orne of Darlene’s
favorite mernories here at
the lake was during the
blizzard of 1878 Power
was out, and the only heat
was from the fireplace.
Dan Harvey was going to
have to throw away milk
from his cows, so anyone
with a snowmobile gath-
ered empty milk jugs and
took milk to all who were
shut-in. Her family mixed
the milk and fresh snow to

make” snow ice cream .”
They also enjoyed snow
pudding and a lot of hot
cocoal Her children still
talk about the fun they
had during that time,

Just last week,
Darlene received the
Commodore's Award for
her dedication to heading
the Ladie’s Luncheon
since 1995.

Congratulations, Dar!!

Darlene has a great
sense of humor and is a
good friend whom I
admire a lot.

Sue & Steve Pobuda

Serving lunch and dinner
(Closed Tuesday)

Phone (269) 782-5111
fax (269) 782-4533

57983 M-62
Cassopolis, Mi
49031

' FOUR L/

_ S COUNTRY CLUB
ADAMSVILLE, MICHIGAN
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DINING ROOM
OPENTO PUBLIC

Call 1-269-699-5349

i Receptions @l Business Lunches E Parties |

to reserve for
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Eagle Lake Marine
Sales ~ Service ~ Storage

San-Pan, Aqua-Patic, Sweetwater Pontoons
Hurricane Deck Boats
Polar Kraft Fishing

Honda Outhoards

269-699-5103

eaglelakemarine.com

Shop UNION MARKET

(269) 641-5861

15940 US 12 West, Union, Mi

Open Daily: 7am - 10 pm Ml, 6 am - 9 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deli Selections
Fresh Produce
Picnic Needs

Fresh Meats
Cold Beer
Videos

~4,  When you're ready to sell your lake propenty, we make
it 2asy w find buvers because we'te the spocialists in
Southiwesl Michigan, Serving over 74 inlund lakes, we
have o large selecion of buyers generated by our

exclusive marketing program, called Direct Lake Property Marketing.

So when s tme to sell, just give us a call und we'll start reeling in

the buyers?

JERDON

AELL ESTATE ING.

ESTABLISHED 1850

Visit our WEBSITE www.|erdonnet B (263782
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FOR RENT &/OR SALE

For Sale - Manuai Tread Mill $25.
Ultravection Oven (new) $25.
62728 Birch Lakeview Dr,

Ph: 476-2174 (Reiths)

For Sale - PAST COMMODORE
Sweatshirs. Dark blue with white
embroidery. Just $30. Contact “Bad
Patty” Luecht at 476-2615

For Sale - Lakefromt home wf 69'
frontage, 1-1/2 acre lot with large
two-story house. 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2
baths, Jarge living room family room,
kitchen, & lots of closets. Separate
Guest house with 2 bedreoms, living
room, kitchen & bath and three-car

ock Company
& Dock Service

269-445-883¢8 -

garage. County Road wiyear-round
maintenance, Many extras.
$695,000. Call Reiths 476-2174

For Sale - 1988 Sylvan 20" Pontoon
Boat w35 hp Evinsude wtlt, good
condition, new top. $3,500. 476-8897

For Safe - Sunfish sailboat and fift
$500; 1993 Yamaha Waverunner 11}
and lift $2,500; 476-2642

For Saie - 16 foot Lowe's jon boat,
with or without 6 h.p. motor. See at
Dufour's #120, east side, weekends.

For Sale — Fairfield 223,000 Point
time share, Good at any Fairfield,

RC1 or Interval Int]. Network for 1-2
week stay any week and any location
you request. Very reasonably priced.
For information and questions call
Mike Machalieck, 476-2642.

For Rent — Self-Storage units along
with RV & Boat Storage. Wiliamsville
location. Call David or Margaret
Bouwkamp @ 478-1001

For Rent — Birch Lake North Shore
$850 wk. Multiple weeks discount.
No pets. Sleeps 6. Nice pier/swim
raft. Boatlift available. Call
Freihofers at 574-272-3683 or 269-
476-9823.

Fi ‘
Found: Blue hooded sweatshirt at
pancake breakfast. LONGBALL in
red letters on front. Contact Stewart
Spratt a1 476.2713 or 574.291.3227.

Lost: White windbreaker at yacht
club. Contact Caral Freihofer at
564.272.3683 or 476.9823.

isc.

Open House - at 62729 Birch
Lakeview Dr., Northwest corner of
lake off Harvey St. Open 2:P.M. to
4:2M (In. ime) on Sat. & Sun. Bud &
Louise Rieth, 476-2174

PO Box 155
Vandalia, Michigan 49095

Carry-out
Foods

40 Years in Business!

Kabetin's

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

Wednesday-Saturday
3:30pm to 11 pm

Sunday
4 pm - 9 pm

Closed Monday & Tuesday

Finest Food in Michiana
Phone (269) 476-9606

!




