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rafts & shore. You are

* Take your time & give
room - stay 100" from
boats, rafts & shore

caution, an observer
& add the length of
your tow line to

the 100" rule

* Drive only in the
counter-clock-wise
direction (flow)

* One wearable USCG
life jacket must be
available for each
person on board! One

Emmnn-ignse Boalting:

* Go slow near other boats,

responsible for your wake

* Pulling someone on skis
or tube requires extra /.

throwable device, a fire
extinguisher, horn & valid
boat registration are some minimums

* PWCs have many special rules, more
caution must be used by young, inexperienced
drivers. You are responsible for your boating guests.

* Consult the Cass County Sheriff's Dept. (Marine Div.
for Michigan boating laws

BRaft, buoys
over 100°
from shore

Boat should
add to 100" &
avoid swim area

Mo wake zone

Have fun this Holiday
& through the summer

but let's be careful
out there!

Fallowing
too close

Caution-congestion
at boat landing

Commodore’s Comments

his past weekend was a welcome
I break. We had a little hit of every-

thing: rain, thunder, humidity, sun-
shine and clear night skies. The rain cer-
tainly dampened our picnic idea but it
was fun finding things to do inside. Scott
and Holly Troeger had a group of
teenagers who discovered all kinds of
board games and had a great time playing
with those. | know some of us even
snuck inanap or two. Therain didn’t
stop many of us from attending Camp
Tannadoonah’s Open House. Camp
Director Amber Grundy and her husband,
Chas, have really been working hard get-
ting the camp ready. It looks fabulous. It
is so exciting to see camp become a place
that everyone can be proud of.

Once that sun broke through the
clouds the lake sure became a busy place
both on and off the water. Please check
out the boating “rules of the road” map in
this week’s Barker. Two good rules of

thumb: all motorized boats need to travel
in a counterclockwise direction and stay
100 feet from other traveling boats and
floating objects. Don't forget that sail-
boats and other non-powered vessels have
the right of way. You can get the entire
Michigan Boating Handbook, in PDF for-
mat, at http://www.boat-ed.com/mi/hand-
book/index.htm

Sadly, The Memorial Day Regatta
was sunk by the weather but weekly rac-
ing will start this Sunday. Anyone who is
interested in giving it atry would be wel-
come. If you are interested in getting to
know more about it before you join the
actual competition please feel free to call
Steve Richards or myself to hook you up
with a veteran sailor. While not a sailor
myself | really enjoy a helping on the
Committee boat so please call one of us if
you want to try that. It's on the job train-
ing but very easy to do.

There are a number of things being
planned for this summer so check inside
to get the latest dates to mark on your cal-
endar. If you have anideayou'd liketo

try please give me acall. Of course we
are always looking for activities to do
with our kids. Something ssimple like a
scavenger hunt, relay races or bingo
night.

Looking forward to our next event on
June 9th, we have the beginning-of-the-
year cocktall party. The fun will start at
7:30 pm. We will honor all of our past
Commodores and then play a round of
Birch Lake Jeopardy. Questions are being
created as you read this. | played a differ-
ent version this winter and we had such a
good time. Teams were so competitive
with each other, but even the losing teams
talked about it for next week and said
they had a good time. Please bring an
appetizer or snack and dress nautically to
salute our Commodores.

Nothing official is planned for this
weekend at Birch Lake. Enjoy your
weekend no matter what the weather is...

It's a beautiful day in the neighbor-
hood!

-Blair Garceau, Commodore 2007

We are always soliciting and accepting materials for publication. E-mail the info to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or, if you must, put
the materials in the red Barker box at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). You can also mail your items to: Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway,

Cassopolis, MI 49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200. To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200.




— Birch Lake Notes —

Line Dancing is back

Line Dance, Tuesday mornings
at 9 am. Everyone is welcome to join
us at the Yacht Club.

Cass County Parks ...

There are over 20 Eagle Scout
projects at Lawless Park.

The Cass County parks hosted
nearly 90 reservations with approxi-
mately, 8,000 to 9,000 guests in
2006. Group reservations are up so
far in 2007.

Lawless Park has over 10 miles
of technical mountain biking trails
and a mountain bike race has been
held there each year for the last 12
years. It also has a tent site and a
rustic group campground that can be
reserved by any organized group and
is complete with a pavilion, water,
restrooms, a fire bowl and a cabin.

Unwritten rules of the water

Every parent knows that good
manners involves more than saying
“please” and “thank you.”

When it comes to boating, man-
ners is called “boating etiquette,” a
code of unwritten rules and behav-
iors that every boater should learn
and know.

Other boaters on our lake are
generally like our neighbors in town

— they are considerate of one anoth-
er and follow similar “rules.” Good
boating manners make for better
experiences on the lake.

Here are a few etiquette tips that
can help make your day on the lake
smoother and more enjoyable.
KNOW THE RULES

The best way to learn how to act
on the water is to take a certified
boating course. It will teach you safe-
ty procedures and how to operate
and handle a boat. Plus, you can
often get discounted boat insurance,
not to mention keep your family and
crew safer.

RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT

Be kind to water, one of Earth’s
most precious resources. That means
avoiding fuel spills and never dump-
ing trash or garbage into the lake.
MINIMIZE NOISE PoLLUTION

Respect other people’s right to
privacy and quiet. Dock away from
other boaters if you have barking
dogs or rowdy children on board,
especially at night. Keep comments
about fellow boaters to yourself
(remember, sound carries a looong
way over the water).

PLAY IT SAFE.

Always have and use the proper
safety gear, including life jackets and
communications equipment.

Tentative BLYC Calendar

JUNE 9. Board Meeting 9 AM
June 9 e Commodore’s Party
June 14 .., Ladies Coffee 10 AM
June 23 Vice Commodore’s Party
.................. FIREWORKS

.......... Boat Parade 4 PM

Pancake Breakfast

July 3.......... Fireworks & boat parade raindate
JUIY 7o Board Meeting 9 AM
July 7........ Homeowner’s Assn Meeting 10 AM
JUIY 21 Spaghetti Dinner
JUIY 27 o Men’s Golf Outing
JUIY 28 Garage Sale
Aug. 3......... Women'’s Golf Outing & Luncheon
AUG. 4 Board Meeting 9 AM
AUG. 4o Corn and Sausage Roast
AUG. 1L House Walk
AUG. 18 e Fall Dinner
Sept. Lo, Board Meeting 9 AM
SEPL. 3 s Sailing Awards

MAKE SOLID DECISIONS

A good decision is a safe one.
Don't race other boats or attack a
boat if it cuts you off — boat rage can
be as dangerous as road rage. That
means making safety the goal.
Remember, a safe decision includes
not “drinking while driving” a boat.
BE A GOOD GUEST

Guests have certain responsibili-
ties whether they are on board for
the an hour or all day. Overall,

Benjamin P. Wozniak

FIRST MIDWEST

FINANCIAL SERVICES

500 Park Blvd. e

Itasca, lllinois 60143

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer at Birch Lake!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

Suite 190C e

630-773-3883 e

Fax 630-773-0920

BENDER

supports the Birch Barker
He may be moldy but he ain’t plastic!

And he probably won’t remember your name
until you’ve know him for years ... but, hey
He wants everyone here to...

‘Have A Safe and Fun Summer/!’




guests need to be safe. So, it's best if
the boat owner reviews safety proce-
dures, any duties expected of them
and the “rules” of the boat (no smok-
ing, no running, no one allowed on
the foredeck while the boat is mov-
ing, etc.). Guests should be told not
to touch the gauges, buttons, radios
or other instruments that operate the
boat. Remind guests they should
wait until the boat has docked to
gather personal items or climb onto
the pier.
ASSIST OTHER BOATERS

Any boater will appreciate help if
he has broken down, run out of gas
or has engine trouble. As a fellow
boater, call for help or lend a helping
hand. You'd want someone to do the
same for you. If there is no dock mas-
ter or helper on hand to assist those
docking and undocking, you may also
want to offer assistance to them.

Jet Skis
Next week we'll review the rules
on operating a personal watercraft
(PWC, or Jet Ski) on Michigan lakes.
Some of the key points of
Michigan law include:
m A person shall not operate a per-
sonal watercraft during the period
that begins 1 hour before sunset and
ends at 8 a.m.

Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Barker Kids of the Week

A group of inspired-though-intrepid Birch Lake “kids” took a neighbor’s boat lift for a
walk around the lake recently and one of their spouses snapped this great photo of them
walking it around the piers in chest-deep water. From left are spectator Gary Eschelman
(whose boat is pointing the wrong way on the lake ... see chart on Page 1), an unidentified
boat heading in the proper direction, Stan Pitakos, Mike Lutz, Steve Cranmer, Bernie
Garceau, Art McElwee and Stu Spratt. According to witnesses the lift was safely relocated
with minimal whining.
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"TRFEAL EHRTATE

FOR ALL YOUR BIRCH LAKE

NEAL IXTATE NEEDRS CALL... I l I t Z

AMY TR !.:"fff REALTORR
CressyaFvereit [

107 Npring 5 Thice Hivers M

Concrete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14960 W. M-60
Three Rivers, MI 49093

269/279-7973

“Your Birch Lake NMaighbors®

Dick & Judy Lindzy

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

574-272-7000

FAX 269/279-0133
Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com




— Birch Lake Notes —

m A person operating a personal
watercraft shall not cross within 150
feet behind another vessel, other
than a personal watercraft, unless
the personal watercraft is operating
at a slow-no wake speed.

m Unless operating in a navigable
channel, canal, river or stream, a
person who operates a personal
watercraft or a person that is being
towed by a personal watercraft shall
not operate within 100 feet of:

— A dock or raft.

— A buoyed or occupied bathing or
swimming area.

— A person in the water or on the
water in a personal flotation device.
— An anchored or moored vessel.

— A vessel that is drifting or sitting
dead in the water.

m A person shall not operate a per-
sonal watercraft if a child under 7
years of age is on board or towed
unless with a parent or guardian or
designee of parent or guardian.

m A person under the age of 14 shall
not operate a personal watercraft in
this state.

m A person who is 12 but less than
14 may operate a personal watercraft

if he or she obtained a boating safety
certificate before January 1, 1999.

m Persons born after December 31,
1978 shall not operate a personal
watercraft unless they obtain a boat-
ing safety certificate.

m The operators of a personal water-
craft must carry their boating safety
certificate and display it upon the
demand of a peace officer.

m Non residents shall only operate a
personal watercraft if they possess a
boating safety certificate

Source: Michigan DNR

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come Seethe Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!

For alisting of our other locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

Schoolcraft, M| 269-679-5500 / Elkhart, IN 574-262-4506

TOM’'S GARAGE
INWILLIAMSVILLE
@ PHONE 476-2272 @
24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR
MINI MART m WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

8AM TO 7:30 PM (M) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
8AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (M1)
**TOM * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

WakeSide Marine
Jor all your

Water Sports needs!

Boats — Bannington, Fowr Winns, Nautiquas

Service — Extreme dedication and anamgy are bahind our
eoenrnilmeant be our regular cuslamers, We have almest filty
yaars af comisined sendce experence and can hande evanything
fram mirar tuna-ups to full boat and engine restoration.
Pro-3hop — Largast selection of boards, skis, tubes and
accessories from Liguid Force, Hyperite, Gator and rmany ather

MWt iques

BEEMMNINOGTON

AFOUE WI KNS

51305 SR. 19 North = Elkhart, IN 46514

BT4-264-20874 « wwyiwakesidemarne.com

Dave's
Residential
Services

Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance
Lawn Care
Property Management

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724
dhardisty@beanstalk.net

Emergency Service Available 24/7




Fleet Captain’s Corner

reetings to all you lovers of
the sea (or ocean or lake or
steam or puddles even)!

Well this year is off to a great start.
No regatta due to rain, last minute
notice of the Sailor's meeting, and
Steve’s busy with Dominic while |
finish out the school year while get-
ting to write his last minute Fleet
Captain’s article and incur the wrath
of the Barker’s editor. However, did
you see the 4 MC's and a sunfish on
the lake Sunday? What a sight!

Steve is working on getting the
plaques for the Yacht Club to display
the names of those that won the
races for the season, regattas, and
sailors of the year. When it's up we'll
let you know by Barker and post last
year's standings again.

The course will remain the same
as last year, especially in light of gas
prices the committee boat doesn’t
have to move. We'll have a MC
Fleet, and three Sunfish Fleets (A,B,
and Jr.) All ages, abilities, and other
sailing vessels are welcome; M-16's,
Cat's, and the infamous EGO. If you
don't know what, how or where to go
give us a call or come on out and
we'll help you through!

Speaking of Committee Boat...We
want to thank again all of you who
helped run races last year! Artie,
Patty L., Julie P., Stan and Stewart,
Steve R., Ryan G., Phil and Sandy,
Debbie B., and anyone | missed
please let me know so that you can
be recognized. Here are the dates of
the races this season, we'll need
starters for...well let's see, yup all of
them!

June 3,10,17,24, Regatta 30 &
July 1 or the 2nd in case of rain, July
8,15,22,29 and August 5,12, 19,26
and Regatta Sept. 1 & 2 or the 3rd in
case of rain. Please call to volunteer
for a specific date, or dates!
Otherwise we'll be calling you and
relying on the sailors to a) take a day
off in exchange for a bonus at the end
of the season or b) find a starter to
replace them.

Races will start at 12 weather

permitting, with a 1 o’clock push
time. Watch for the marks, if they're
out we plan to start, but we'll also
call around to spread the word. Most
of you are adults and know when you
should or should not sail. However,
in some situations we will not hold a
yacht club sponsored race, but marks
will be out for all of you thrill seek-
ers. Such a situation would be if
there is a storm/severe weather
watch, and/or the committee boat
cannot hold anchor (absolutely not on
20mph days). On light wind days, 30
minutes to the first mark or the day
is called off.

Speaking of marks, a great big
THANKS to Harold Cranmer for

agreeing to put out and pick up the
marks yet again this year!

One last request...Dominic loves
the water, but is yet too young to
master halyard or tiller. We're look-
ing for people who love babies and
wish to play with Dominic for a cou-
ple of hours while his mommy and
daddy are grievously pulled away
from him to meet our sailing respon-
sibilities. Dominic is offering to pay
you in hugs and smiles.

We are available at home, email,
cell, or message with the Vitale's at
the Lake.

See you on the lake,

-Erica Vitale

€ A

Mention Nisenan

We’'re known for our
CHICKEN & FISH

raise your bill byd 10 % . 5§

]

Open M-E from 5 am to 10 pm
Saturdays from 6 am to 9 pm =
Sundays from 8 am to 9 pm

Benders Corner Store
Corner of County Roads 4 & 5, Elkhart



Tannadoonah Tidbits

Memorial Day weekend at the

lake! We were up at camp for
the Open House on Sunday, and we
had a good turnout. The weather
even cleared up just in time! It was
a great chance for parents to meet
some of our staff, take a tour, and
ask questions about camp. This year
we opened up a few activities so
that prospective campers could try
out some of things they might be
doing at camp. If you couldn't make
it to the Open House, but would still
like to visit camp please call or
email me anytime.

Monday, June 4th, we will have
the first official group of kids up to
camp! This summer we
have teamed up with the
Elkhart YMCA. They will
be running a day camp for
40-50 kids up at Camp
Tannadoon-ah, and they
start their program on June
4th. The following week
(June 10-15), the People of
Praise will be running their
annual week of camp. We
think this is the 18th year
that they have held their
camp at Tannadoonah!

Then on June 17th my
summer staff will arrive for

I hope everyone enjoyed their

1/
~@-

.i"l"q

CAMP TANNADOONAH

FIiNEE jLEd

a week of staff training, followed by
the arrival of our first group of
campers on June 24th. We are now
up to 208 campers for this summer!
Still doing great, but we want to get
to 450 total.

Just like last year, we plan to
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Come visit our
new showroom at

12097 M-60
in Jones, Mi
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10 percent off
with this ad

i SEarann ) Rrraix
Revnn Laivyanenined

'iJVE

h* I '-"_ F

Check out our Weekday Dinner Specials!
Tues — Low Country Shrimp Boll; Wed — Huge Wings
& Peel & Eat Shrimp; Thur — King Crab Logs
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invite members of the Birch Lake
community to join us for dinner
weekly. However, because of some
changes we've made to the schedule
this year, it will be Friday night din-
ners, rather than Monday night!
That way our guests can also be a
part of our weekly themed costume
parties, too.

Mark your calendars for
Saturday, August 11th! That after-
noon is the Birch Lake House Walk,
and in the evening we are planning
to host a dinner event up at camp.
This is one week after the end of our
summer season, and we hope that
we will be celebrating a wonderful
and successful summer! The details
aren't settled yet, but we
hope that everyone on the
lake will join us!

Feel free to stop up and visit
anytime — Chas and | will
be up at camp most nights
starting on June 9th. See
you all soon!

Amber Holleman Grundy,
Ph.D.

Director, Camp Tannadoonah
amber@tannadoonah.org
574-315-0227

- WATCH us GROW!
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% Stu’s Star Stuff %

Once In a blue moon

hursday, for the second time this
I month, the Moon was fully illu-

minated. According to old folk-
lore, some people say, the second full
Moon in a caendar month is called a
“blue Moon.” They go on to explain that
thisis the origin of the expression “once
inablue Moon.” But it isn’t true! The
term “blue Moon” has been around along
time, well over 400 years, but its calendri-
cal meaning has become widespread only
in the last 25 years or so.

In fact, the very earliest uses of the
term were remarkably like saying the
Moon is made of green cheese. Both were
obvious absurdities, about which there
could be no doubt. “She would argue the
Moon was blug” was taken by the average
person of the 16th century as we take
“She’ d argue that black is white.”

The concept that a blue Moon was
absurd (the first meaning) led eventually
to a second meaning, that of “never.” The
statement “I’ [l marry you, m’lady, when
the Moon is blue!” would not have been
taken as a betrothal in the 18th century.

But there are also historical examples
of the Moon actually turning blue. That's
the third meaning — the Moon appearing

blue in the sky. When the Indonesian vol-
cano Krakatoa exploded in 1883, its dust
turned sunsets green and the Moon blue
all around the world for the best part of
two years. In 1927, the Indian monsoons
were late arriving and the extra-long dry
season blew up enough dust for a blue
Moon. And Moons in northeastern North
Americaturned blue in 1951 when huge
forest fires in western Canada threw
smoke particles up into the sky.

So, by the mid-19th century, it was
clear that visibly blue Moons, though
rare, did happen from time to time,
whence the phrase “once in ablue
Moon.” It meant then exactly what it
means today, afairly infrequent event, not
quite regular enough to pinpoint. That's
meaning number four, and today it is still
the main one.

But meaning is a slippery substance,
for we all know of a half dozen songs that
use “blue Moon” as a symbol of sadness
and loneliness. The poor crooner’s Moon
often turns to gold when he gets his love
at the end of the song. That's meaning
number five: check your old Elvis Presley
or Bill Monroe records for more informa-
tion.

And did | mention a slinky blue lig-
uid in a cocktail glass, one that requires
curagao, gin, and perhaps a twist of
lemon? That's number six.

So fix yourself one and get out there
and enjoy the show. It's free.

-Stu Spratt

The Moon tonight:

The moon for June 2 (at Midnight)
[lluminated Fraction: 0.946

2.2 days after full moon

Advantage Plumbing

2400 North 5th Street

Niles, Ml 49120
(269) 687-7192

TOP 10 REASONS TO CHOOSE ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

. Licensed Plumbers

Complete Plumbing Service
Sewer and Drain Cleaning

DON'T LET A LEAK RUIN YOUR DAY!
CALL US AND WE'LL BE ON OUR WAY!

. Drug-Free Employees
. Criminal Background Checked Employees

. No Surprises with the Bill- You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

. True 24-Hour Emergency Service
. Fully Stocked Trucks-"Warehouse on Wheels”
. Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms

1
2
3
4
5. 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
6
T
B
9.

Longest Warranties in the Business

10.0ur Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee During

Business Hours

Bonus- The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Major Credit Cards Accepted = =3

10% Senior Citizen Discount
Financing Available

O




CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR RENT:
Updated Cabin overlooks
North Shore by day week month
or season Sleeps 4-6 $500
weekly — 476-2086. Call 574-
825-9355-ext 241.

WANTED:
2 or 3 bedroom cot-
tage wanted for June, July,
and August of 2007. Call John
Ball at 574-295-6021 or email at
balljkb@aol.com.

| need a new Sunfish
— contact Dave Olson, 476-

- Fireworks Fund

- Safety Committee

6969696969‘6969696969

2125.

Wanted: a kid’s bike

with training wheels.

Call The Olsons at 476.2125.

FOR SALE
Spring Cleaning on
BLYC Merchandise:

Birch Lake Posters,
ready to frame, only two left at
$20@. Soon to be a collectors
print signed by the artist.

Canvas Totes, navy blue

- BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)
- Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

- Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

- Building Improvement Fund

- Water Quality Program
- Riparian ($8/yr, provide address for magazine)

- Other (non-party related expenses)

in color imprinted in white, sell-
ing at $5, also two left.

2007 Birch Lake
Calendars, 13 great photos
taken by our own Birch Lake
photographers.

Last | have a few Sun
Visors, foam with a coil back
in royal blue, selling at $.50.

Call me — share Birch Lake by

buying any of the above items. |

must move these items out,
-Vckie Rogers 476-2383

Name

GOT A CLASSIFIED AD
FOR THE BARKER?

Birch Barker classifieds are
free for members of Birch
Lake Yacht Club; non-
members pay $5. Put your
ad in the Barker Box at
63174 Birch Road, or send
an e-mail to me at:
sailorphil@philvitale.com

2007 Dues, Contributions & Donations Form

- BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year)

Address

Address

Mail to: Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East
Elkhart, IN 46514
or drop off at: 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club

THE LAKE EXPERTS
Robin Sharpe and Nancy Walker

*

Now'teamed togetherito provide
the most successful service

in the history of southwestern

Michigan Real Estate

NANCY WALKER
ROBIN SHARP 586-530-8581

574-215-5037 _
888-406-5333 g : " 888-406-5333 1

Over 25 years cbxghmgd

— . <
L5 Shore Acres
21550 SHORE ACRES RbD.
CassopolLls, Ml 49031

Y 269.445.5333

i
We are excited to be teame ther to providely
available — whether you U_YING or SEL

CALL us TODAYI

www.swmichiganhomes.com

u with the best service
your dream home!

\{yww.nancy-walker.com




