
What another superb weekend.
From Friday night until
Sunday evening our time was

spent with friends.  It seemed like Heaven
but I think it’s Michigan.  

Our trip to Wicked on July 11th, was
wonderful.  Twenty-three of us took the
South Shore in and enjoyed a few hours
of The Loop.  The play was fabulous.
The Wicked Witch and Glinda were
extremely talented actresses and the spe-
cial effects were breathtaking.  By inter-
mission I was on the edge of my seat.
Watching the Wicked Witch fly was over-
whelming.  It was a long day but every-
one had a great time and we’ll plan to do
it again next year.  For anyone interested
in discussing the book and the play we’ll
meet at the Yacht Club Saturday morning
(7/21), 10 am.  Bring your own morning
brew.  

Last Saturday night we had our

1950’s Murder Party.  Four teams of eight
characters played their parts to discover
who killed Rock Roley.  Clues were
squeezed out of our suspects and accusa-
tions made.  Only a few people claimed to
have chosen the right “killer.”  It’s always
the one you least suspect.  Many of our
suspects came dressed for the day.  I was
so sorry I didn’t have my camera that
night.  Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated and made this low-key night so
much fun.  Thanks to Terry Wiseman for
the audio set-up.  He’s always there when
we need him.  

Saturday night is our Spaghetti
Dinner.  Tickets have been sold this past
week so I hope you have yours.  The food
is always delicious and don’t forget that
the proceeds go towards our Eurasion
Milfoil treatment and management.  I
look forward to seeing everyone there. 

There are so many activities going on
at Birch Lake this time of year.  I love
getting together and seeing everyone.  It
makes me feel connected to all of my

neighbors.  I know there is something you
can participate in every week from now
until mid-August.  Inside you will find all
of the details of upcoming events.  

This may not be heaven but it sure is
a beautiful day in this Birch Lake neigh-
borhood.

-Blair Garceau
Commodore 2007

We are always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  E-mail the info to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or, if you must, put
the materials in the red Barker box at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  You can also mail your items to: Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway,
Cassopolis, MI 49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200.

Commodore’s Comments
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EURASIAN MILFOIL UPDATE
As of Tuesday, July 10th, we are still

waiting for the State of Michigan to grant
a permit to treat our Eurasian Milfoil.
Once the permit is issued the herbicide
treatment will begin in days.  

Contributions are still being accepted
for our Invasive Species budget.  Thanks
to everyone for their cooperation and
patience.

The Birch Lake Yacht Club Board of
Directors would like to clarify that our
contract with Tony Groves and
Progressive AE includes his initial survey
of the lake, contacting the herbicide appli-
cation company, assisting with the acqui-
sition of the DEQ permit and a follow-up
survey later in the season.  The Board will
then review the progress of control and
recommend further actions for next year.

Ladies Golf & Luncheon
Once again the Birch Lake Ladies

will gather for a fun filled day of golf,
lunch and a lot of fun.  Whether you’re a
pro or a duffer everyone is welcome.  The
cost for golf, cart, lunch and prizes is $40.
Please call Linda Bergan (9359), Vickie
Rogers (2383), Ilene Golden (9635) or
Blair Garceau (9862) to sign up your
foursome or if you want to be placed with
a team.  The deadline for signing up is
JULY 21st.   

Any non-golfing Birch Lake Lady
and their friends are welcome to join us

for a delicious luncheon following the
golf.  We will be dining once again at the
Four Lakes Country Club.  Lunch will
start at 12:30 and the cost for just the
lunch (and favors) is $15.  We will not be
able to accommodate walk-ins so please

call Linda, Vickie, Ilene or Blair by July
21st to reserve your spot today.  

Line Dancing
Line Dance at the Yacht Club Tues.

mornings 9 am  Everyone welcome.

He mmay bbe mmoldy bbut hhe aain’t pplastic!

BBEENNDDEERR
supports tthe BBirch BBarker

‘Have A Safe and Fun Summer!’

— Birch Lake Notes —

FIRST MMIDWEST
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500 Park Blvd.  ! Itasca, Illinois 60143
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WWee wwiisshh eevveerryyoonnee aa ssaaffee aanndd eennjjooyyaabbllee ssuummmmeerr aatt BBiirrcchh LLaakkee!!

-Ben and Vanessa Wozniak

And hhe pprobably wwon’t rremember yyour nname
until yyou’ve kknow hhim ffor yyears .... bbut, hhey

He wwants eeveryone hhere tto...

Birch Barker Kids (No. 1) of the Week

Birch Lake Kids Marquez, Sharpe, Dobosewicz, Welch



Mark Your Calendars!
Mark Your Calendar! The Corn and

Sausage Roast will be held on Saturday,
August 4th, serving food from 5:30 pm
until 7:30 pm.  Once again we will be
serving grilled chicken breasts on a limit-
ed basis, so come early if brats aren’t
your thing.  Our combo meals include
your meat choice, corn, four sides, cook-
ies and beverage.  Prices are: $5 for a hot
dog meal, $6.00 for a bratwurst or chick-
en breast meal.  Hope to see you there.

BLYC Garage Sale cancelled
Our Garage Sale must be cancelled

for this year.  We’ll try again next year.
Sorry for the inconvenience.  

One Book, One Lake
Anyone interested in discussing the

book and the play, Wicked, we’ll meet at
the Yacht Club Saturday morning (7/21),
10:00 am.  We will also pick our next
book to read so bring some ideas.  Bring
your own morning brew.  If the weather is
nice we’ll sit on the porch.

Spratts to visit
Wes Spratt and his wife Rhea will be

spending a few days on the north shore
this week.  They are visiting from South
Carolina and are here to help Stewart cel-
ebrate 40 years as property owners on
Birch Lake. In case you didn’t feel like

doing the math the Spratts bought their
cottage on the north side in 1967. 

Volleyball anyone?
Let’s spike it up.  Sunday, July 29 at

1pm come to the north east corner of the
lake and play.  Games will be played in
the field near Ben Wozniak’s barn.  This
is very informal.  You don’t need a team.
Just come on over and we’ll choose up

— Birch Lake Notes —

Lutz
Concrete

FLATWORK ~ DRIVEWAYS ~FLOORS
concrete stamping ~ colored concrete

14960 W. M-60
Three Rivers, MI 49093

269/279-7973
FAX 269/279-0133

Mobile Phone: 269/207-1153

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

574-272-7000

For All Your Building Material and Hardware Needs,
Come See the Experienced Folks at Big C Lumber!

Schoolcraft, MI 269-679-5500 / Elkhart, IN 574-262-4506

For a listing of our other locations, or to find out more
about our people, products and services, visit us at:

www.bigclumber.com

Birch Barker Kids (No. 2) of the Week

Northern in Birch Lake?

Spencer Rheinhardt, 14, and Ian
Zesinger, 8, the grandsons of Bud
& Barb Zesinger (east side) pose
with a startling discovery they
made last week.  While out walk-
ing around the lake the boys saw
— and netted — this small
northern pike, an extreme rarity
(if not a “first”) at Birch Lake.
Even without the fish, though,
they’re cool enough to be Barker
Kids of the Week!



— Birch Lake Notes —
teams from whoever’s there.  See you on
the court.

House Walk Tickets
Tickets for the Second Annual House

Walk, on August 11th, are now on
sale.  You can purchase them from Denny
Weesner, South Side, Judy Olsen, East
Side, Michelle Seyforth, North Side,
Vickie Rogers, Cove and West Shore, Bev
Kruggel, West Side..  If you buy them in
advance, they are $10. The day of the
tour, they will be $15.  We will have 7
homes and 2 historic barns open to Birch
Lake residents and their friends. 

Besides a fabulous home tour, we
will be serving   refreshments in the
Wozniak barn Everyone that buys a ticket
will be eligible for some great door
prizes.  All proceeds will go to fight the
Eurasian Milfoil.   We are all looking for-
ward to another great event at Birch
Lake!

Directories are here!
If you are a member of Birch Lake

Yacht Club and did not receive your free
directory please call Blair (9862).  If you
would like a copy or need additional
copies ($5.00) please call the same num-
ber.  Any inaccuracies in the directory
should be emailed to bgarceau@aol.com.
Please put “BL director” in the subject
box. 

Dave’s 
Residential 

Services

Handyman Repairs
Home Maintenance

Lawn Care
Property Management

(269)476-2797
Wireless (269) 362-0724

dhardisty@beanstalk.net

Birch Barker Kids (No. 3 & 4) of the Week

Terry Wiseman attracted
quite a crowd of good-
looking Birch Lake kids
to his Terryoke setup at a
recent Birch bash on the
south side.  Although
photographer GoodPatti
didn’t get their names,
the kids are too cute not
to put in the paper!

Finally, my granddaugh-
ter Morgann Applegate

is a kid of the week after
completing her first-ever
week as a camper at our

Camp Tannadoonah.  
Morgann got to go

swimming and sailing at
camp and she made a
bunch of new friends
and had a lot of fun.
She also lost a beach

towel (with a tiger on
it), one flip-flop (red,
with sparkleys) and a

tooth (one of two she lost
last week).

email kid photos to
sailorphil@

philvitale.com



TOM’S GARAGE
IN WILLIAMSVILLE

PHONE 476-2272

24-HOUR TOWING
GASOLINE AND AUTO REPAIR

MINI MART ■■ WE OPEN LOCKED CARS

8AM TO 7:30 PM (MI) SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY
8 AM TO 8 PM (MI) FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

CLOSED SUNDAY 10:30 TO 12:30 (MI)

**TOM * BECKY**

VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

1969 2007

Benders Corner Store
Corner of County Roads 4 & 5, Elkhart

Open M-F from 5 am to 10 pm
Saturdays from 6 am to 9 pm
Sundays from 8 am to 9 pm

We’re known for our  
CHICKEN &CHICKEN & FISHFISH

YYYYeeeessss,,,,   IIII ’’’’mmmm  DDDDiiiicccckkkk  BBBBeeeennnnddddeeeerrrr ’’’’ssss  bbbbrrrrooootttthhhheeeerrrr ....
MMMMeeeennnntttt iiiioooonnnn  hhhhiiiissss  nnnnaaaammmmeeee  aaaannnndddd  IIII   wwwwiiii llll llll
rrrraaaaiiiisssseeee  yyyyoooouuuurrrr   bbbbiiii llll llll   bbbbyyyy  11110000  %%%%  .... .... ....

KEIRN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
QUALITY BUILDING AND DESIGN

62933 Birch Road
Vandalia, MI 49095

Terry Keirn
President

Phone: 269-476-2767
Email: keirnconstruction@comcast.net

— Birch Lake Notes —
Almost Impossible Questions #3
This week’s Questions:
13. What television and movie star after graduating from high school worked in
his sister’s beauty parlor as ‘Mr. Danny?’

14. Studies show that men like theirs white while women prefer theirs painted
blue.  What?

15. Wyoming was the first state in which it was legal for women to do this.
What?

16. What Time Magazine Person of the Year for one of the years of the 80’s
decade was born in the U.S., but has never voted and works in this country but
has never paid a dime of income taxes?
17. Thomas Jefferson brought what popular kids dinner treat to America?

18. What do these Winter Olympic sports have in common: Speed Skating,
Hockey, Figure Skating and Curling?

Answers to last week’s Questions
7. If you suffer from ‘ailurophobia’ as Napolean did, what are you afraid of?
Kittens!

8. A recent survey revealed that 37% of those surveyed would like to be able
to do this more often at work.  What?
Dress more casually!

9. They ordered 400,000 of these for the Winter Games in Salt Lake City but
used them up in 5 days.  What?
Hot Dogs!

10. Here are three English words.  What is the connection between all three:
Wolf, gum, cigarette?
They all come in packs!

11. Ireland leads the world in the consumption of this category of food with 15
pounds a year.  What category?
Breakfast Cereal!

12. In the U.S. we get a new one of these about every 18 months.  In Europe
they get a new one about every year and in Japan, every 9 months.  What?
Cell phones!

Birch Barker Kids of the Week

Major and Kerni O’Brien were just passing by when Ben Wozniak
snapped this photo ... which is good enough to get them kid of the
week honors ... 

And Bob King turned in this nice photo of Hewie, Dewey and Louis
Duck on the turtle raft in front of a northside home as this week’s
final kid of the week picture.



It’s Harry Potter Week at camp!
We have lots of exciting events
taking place this week.  Sunday,

the 60 campers who are here this
week played “Capture the Wand.”
Monday was cookout, and we had
“Dragon Tails,” a.k.a. hot dogs, over
the fire.  Wednesday night they plan
to play Quiddich out at the Sports and
Games Field.  Friday night we will
have our costume party and Council
Fire.  Then we have a really special
treat — we were able to order Harry
Potter books for everyone who wanted
one! We actually have quite a few
extra copies that will be coming in on
Friday night at midnight, so if you
want to stop up at the Camp Store on
Saturday (10am-noon) or Sunday (2-
4pm), we will be selling them for just
$25 (regular price in the store $34.99)!

We have also placed a re-order for
hoodies, so if you came up to the
Pancake Breakfast and we didn’t have
your size, send me an email and let
me know so I can reserve one for you!
We will have more in both the forest
green and gray.  We also have lots of
gray crewneck sweatshirts still avail-
able.  They are great for these cool
nights up at the lake!

Just an update on camper num-
bers. We are actually behind last
year’s pace right now.  We were doing
SO well at the beginning of the sum-

mer, and were even almost 100 ahead
of the pace at one point.  But in the
last month or so, registrations have
pretty much stopped coming in.  We’re
currently at 352 campers, and our goal
was 450 for the summer.  We only
have 2 sessions remaining.  All Star
Sports Week begins on Sunday, July
22, and On the Loose Week/Wilder-
ness Week begins on Sunday, July 29.
We only have 23 kids signed up for On
the Loose Week as of today, and we
really need to get that number up!  So
if you have any kids, grandkids,
nieces, nephews, neighbors, etc., who
would like to come to camp, sign them
up today!  We’re even offering a $20
discount on all registrations that come
in from now til the end of the summer. 

Back to the staff bios… Miss
Kahley is a former Tannadoonah
camper, and is now living in Luta
Koda and working on the waterfront
staff.  She recently became certified as
a paramedic, and will be working this
fall and winter as an emergency tech
in South Bend.  She attended Indiana
State University, and has just a few
more credits to take before graduating.
Miss Kahley loves to swim and is
learning all about sailing this sum-
mer!

Miss Laura is also a former
Tannadoonah camper, and lives in
Luta Koda as well.  Miss Laura works

at Sports and Games this summer.
She will be a sophomore at Indiana
University in the fall.  Unfortunately,
this is Miss Laura’s last week at camp,
as she will be working for the next two
weeks coaching the marching band at
Concord High School in Elkhart,
where she attended High School.  Miss
Laura loves to play soccer and volley-
ball.

Miss Stephanie is the third coun-
selor in Luta Koda, and is also on the
waterfront staff.  She will be a senior
at Saint Mary’s College in the fall.
Miss Stephanie is a student manager
for the athletic department at Notre
Dame, and will be the senior manager
for the men’s swimming team this
upcoming year.  Miss Stephanie is a
former swimmer for Clay High School,
and she loves teaching swimming and
kayaking.  She has also been doing the
lake swim every Saturday, and coach-
ing our “Campers on the Move”
Triathlon program this summer.  

Hope everyone’s summer has been
as great as ours up at camp!  See you
on the lake.

-Miss Amber, aka
Amber Holleman Grundy, Ph.D.

Director, Camp Tannadoonah
amber@tannadoonah.org

574-315-0227

Tannadoonah Tidbits

14751 Harvey St.
on the shores of beautiful Birch Lake

Vandalia, MI 49095

Email: info@tannadoonah.org
http://tannadoonah.org/



House #2: Linda & Terry Curtis
In the fall of October, 1972, we

were on a Sunday drive and drove
down Birch Road.  That’s when we
saw the for sale sign at the Anderson
Farm, which included a home, barn,
and 50 acres.  We bought it in 1973
and remodeled it.  We raised our four
children in the house.  After they
grew-up, it became too big for us, so
our son, Steve, and daughter in law,
Deborah, purchased it in 1995.  

Linda and Terry decided to build
up on the hill in 1994.  They tried to
build it open and airy, so they could
enjoy the view and nature on their
35 acres.  By the way, the barn still
exists and is over 100 years old.  It
was built with logs from trees within
the property line.   There were many
barn dances in that wonderful old
barn.  .  Today, they use it for stor-
age.  The barn will be open for the
House Walk.  It is truly a beautiful
home, built on a beautiful piece of
property.  

House Walk will be August 11th (rain date August 12th).  It will feature six homes
and the beautiful and historic barn owned by Ben and Vanessa Wozniak.  Tickets are on
sale for $10 in advance and $15 on the day of the tour.  All proceeds are going in a fund
to fight the Eurasian.        -Denny Weesner, Vanessa Wozniak &  Michelle Seyfarth

BLYC House Walk Preview

Thanks, campers
These photos submitted by Miss Amber at

Camp Tannadoonah were shot as part of a

camp activity involving photography.  

There’s still time to ...
... register your children (or grandchildren)

for a session at Camp Tannadoonah this

summer!  Check out www.tannadoonah.org

or email info@tannadoonah.org today!  



Today, Tuesday, is busy as
usual, but oddly quiet in a lonely
kind of way. Kind of like when you
feel alone in the middle of a party.
Overcast with the threat of storm,
maybe I’m a little overcast too.
School in the morning and school at
night, driving here and there, end-
less errands, and now trying to fix a
broken truck, I really got to think-
ing of the people around each of us
that we depend on and some times
take for granted. 

Sometimes when we are at that
end of the rope, when you fall down
hard, it seems as there is no one
there to catch us; but they are
always there. That is what I love so
much about this lake community;
it’s not just a club or neighborhood,
but a family with brothers and sis-
ters, grandparents and even chil-
dren, all who have that extra inch or
two of rope when you are in need. So
this week, although print can’t real-
ly express the emotion or do it jus-
tice, I want to thank some of those
that do so much, but don’t ever ask
for recognition. So here goes:
■ Everyone always sees the marks
out for sailing on Sundays, but who
is always analyzing the weather
down to the raindrop, trying to
make the best and most challenging

courses for the sailors? Thanks go to
Harold Cranmer for his many years
of sailing knowledge.
■ Don Harman, and of course the
woman who is always behind any
good man, his wife Lind, put their
all in to the Pancake Breakfast,
doing their best to raise money for
the camp and the fireworks show
every Fourth of July, but Don just
sails in his easy way every Sunday,
never a worry.
■ If there is a project that needs
fixed, Jim Bollinger is the man that
everyone turns to, for tools, advice,
and actual work. Jim always gets
the job done, even at the expense of
being able to have a just little sail-
ing time of his own.
■ Bob King is an individual that I
wouldn’t forget if I ever left the lake
area; his passion for all things sail-
ing and honest desire to introduce
the sport, no, lifestyle of sailing to
new sailors, kids of all ages makes
me try to do this job of Fleet
Captain better. I would also like to
mention the man that’s responsible
for Bob, Bill King. Bill is the man
that everyone goes to, about any-
thing, from borrowing needed items
to just talking in the pole barn with
a cold one. Bill is truly the “King” of
the lake.

■ Thanks are due as well to all of
those that start our races, watch out
when we sail, or even allow us to
sail; “Bad” Patty Luecht and crew,
Stuart Spratt, Artie McElwee, Scott
and Neil Troeger for the rescue help
two weekends ago and of course
Eileen Golden, who has watched
Dominic on numerous occasions to
allow us the chance to sail. I know
that he’ll love it too as he grows, but
he’s still just a little too young to go
out. 
■ Since being Fleet Captain also
means being a BLYC Board mem-
ber, I’ve gotten quite an education of
how much work is done by the
Board to make life at the lake better
for all, so thanks to our current
Commodore, Blair Garceau, Vice-
Commodore Mike Lutz, Treasurer
Holly Troeger and the other officers
and Board members. It’s not just all
parties, folks. These people do the
full time job of elected officials, but
without any pay or benefits, just the
altruism of giving back to our com-
munity.
■ There are also those that live qui-
etly, almost anonymously, even a
door or two down the street, but
when there is a need for someone to
help, these people just show up.
Thank you, to all those who are just

Fleet Captain’s Corner

wwwwww.odonnellsdocks.com.odonnellsdocks.com

Visit our website
odonnellsdocks.com

LADIES GOLF AND LUNCH

Friday, August 3
Four Lakes Country Club

9 am  Tee Off — 12:30 pm  Lunch
All levels of golfers are welcome!!

$40 fee per person 
(covers golf, cart, lunch and prizes)

Checks payable to BLYC
Deadline:  July 21st 

1_________________________________

2_________________________________

3_________________________________

4_________________________________

Contact:  Linda Bergan (9359), Vickie Rogers (2383),
Ilene Golden (9635) or Blair Garceau (9862)

LADIES LUNCH (only)
Friday, August 3
Four Lakes Country Club
12:30pm  Lunch
$15 per person
Checks payable to BLYC
Deadline:  July 21st 

name:_____________________________

Contact:  Linda Bergan (9359), Vickie Rogers (2383),
Ilene Golden (9635) or Blair Garceau (9862)



there when you call, or especially
when you can’t call.
I could go on all day listing the peo-
ple that I could thank, but my sis-
ter-in-law already told me that she
read War and Peace in college. So, I
will finish with my immediate fami-
ly:
■ Speaking of her, Sanya (Vitale)
Applegate is also my longest and
best friend; fearless of everyone and
everything, except spiders, she will
take on the world and fight for any-
one not getting their fair share. She
gave me her sister, got me a job,
gave me a car; found me another car
to buy when the first one was
destroyed. I don’t understand her
immense kindness, or the way she
thinks sometimes, but I am grateful
for both.
■ Phil Vitale is just Phil, an honest
man in everything he does and who
he is. He sees the big picture in
things, sets the goal, and then gets
it done. He edits, arranges, basically
does everything involved with the
publication of the Birch Barker,
entirely alone until it all 260+ copies
are printed and delivered by others
willing to help in what way they
can. This is in addition to being the
owner and Editor-in-Chief of Cass
County Neighbors. He encourages
and pushes my education, always
asking about my classes. Sometimes
it’s just really great to have a dis-
cussion about things unrelated to

career, school, or home, like the
America’s Cup, or literature, or poli-
tics. I am proud to refer to him as
“Dad”, something my own father
would also approve of if he were still
here.

■ Sandy Vitale is a reality check,
practical, determined and dedicated.
She passed on these wonderful
traits to both of her daughters, and
also feels free to use them herself
when I need to keep my feet on the
ground. I am a dreamer and very
often lose focus, but Sandy shows
that she cares by example; working
hard herself at all she does, asking
about my studies, showing concern
and interest over my career, not
ever afraid to express her thoughts.
Thank you.
■ Finally, Erica is my life, my love,
the mother of my son and my other
half. She is always there when I
need to figure things out, to talk, or
just to laugh and play. She seam-
lessly steps in to cover for me or my
responsibilities when I am commit-
ted or indisposed due to something
else. I would say that she is my bet-
ter half or partner, but it just does-
n’t say enough as what she is to me.
There are many that I am sure that
deserve entire columns of their own
in thanks for all that they have done
for our community (Dick Bender,
Tom and Vicki Rogers, Bernie
Garceau, Artie McElwee, Fred and
Carol Friehoffer, Debbie Bollinger,
the list just goes on and on…) but
the best that I can do here is just…
Thank You.

Fair Winds and Following Seas,
-Steve Richards

2007 Fleet Captain



2007 BLYC 7/8/07 Results, Season Standings (updated)
Races .....Races ......Completion....Place............Season.........Season .........Current

Race...........................4.........5 ............Att’d.......Comp ......Percentage .....Avg ..........Total Points ....Point Avg .........Place
MC Scow
Scott Troeger...........SB2....SB2 ............1 .............1...............20.00 .........1.00 ...............1600 ..........1600.00 ............1st
Don Harman ..............1.........1...............5 .............5..............100.00 ........2.40 ...............7459 ..........1491.80............2nd
Harold Cranmer .........2......DNF ............4 .............3...............60.00 .........1.67 ...............5867 ..........1466.75 ............3rd
Bob King ....................4.........3...............5 .............5..............100.00 ........2.80 ...............7301 ..........1460.20 ............4th
Phil Vitale..................SB......SB .............3 .............3...............60.00 .........3.67 ...............4190 ..........1396.67 ............5th
Jim Bolinger ..........................2...............3 .............3...............60.00 .........4.00 ...............4113 ..........1371.00 ............6th
Jeff Smitley ................3.........4...............5 .............5..............100.00 ........4.60 ...............6632 ..........1326.40 ............7th
Bill Luecht.................SB......SB .............3 .............3...............60.00 .........5.67 ...............3539 ..........1179.67 ............8th

Sunfish A Fleet
Tom Howard...............1.........1...............5 .............5..............100.00 ........2.20 ...............7540 ..........1508.00 ............1st
Dave Olson ................2.........2...............5 .............5..............100.00 ........2.40 ...............7459 ..........1491.80............2nd
Rick Russwurm .......DNS...DNS............2 .............2...............40.00 .........2.50 ...............2969 ..........1484.50 ............3rd
Erica Vitale ..............DNS...DNS............3 .............3...............60.00 .........4.67 ...............3965 ..........1321.67 ............4th
Sandy Vitale .............SB......SB .............3 .............3...............60.00 .........3.33 ...............3819 ..........1273.00 ............5th
Ashley Marquez ......DNS...DNS............3 .............3...............60.00 .........4.00 ...............3689 ..........1229.67 ............6th
Steve Richards .........SB......SB .............3 .............3...............60.00 .........6.33 ...............3606 ..........1202.00 ............7th
Nancy Walker..........DNS...DNS............0 .............0................0.00 ..........0.00 ..................0 ................0.00 ...............8th

Sunfish B Fleet
Paul Fallon ..............DNS...DNS............2 .............1...............20.00............1 .................3121 ..........1560.50 ............1st

Junior Fleet
Neil Troeger ............DNS...DNS............1 .............1...............20.00 .........1.00 ...............1600 ..........1600.00 ............1st
Katie Luecht .............SB......SB .............3 .............3...............60.00 .........1.33 ...............4486 ..........1495.33............2nd

Regular Season Scoring
SB- Safety Boat will be scored at End-of-Season as Committee Boat Service
DNS - (Did Not Sail) does not count for or against any sailor; however a minimum of 2/3 of total season races must be completed to qualify in class
CB - Any sailor who volunteers to operate the Race Committee Boat and/or act as Starter will receive the point equivalent of a First Place finish for that
day and will be counted in final season totals
DNF - (Did not Finish) will equal Last Place of Class minus 1 place (i.e. 5 boats race in class, DNF equals 6th place)
DQF - (Disqualified Foul/CB Ruling/Other) will equal Last Place of Class minus 1 place (i.e. 5 boats race in class, DNF equals 6th place)
GCDQ - (Gross Misconduct Disqualified) will count as zero points for that race or day (CB ruling)
Season points are determined using the Square 40 Scoring System (1st place equals 40 squared, 2nd place equals 39 squared, etc.)
Season place is determined by totalling season points and dividing by races completed. DNF does not count toward required season race minimum



AA
t the dawn of the 19th century,
Giuseppi Piazzi found what many
thought was a major catch: an

object orbiting the Sun between Mars and
Jupiter. It was hailed as a new planet, and
named Ceres, for a goddess of agriculture.

As it turned out, though, Piazzi’s dis-
covery wasn’t a major planet, but a minor
one -- the first asteroid. Astronomers have
since discovered tens of thousands of
objects in a wide band known as the
asteroid belt.

The asteroids are left over from the
formation of the planets. They might have
come together to form a planet, but
Jupiter’s gravity kept pushing them apart.

Ceres is the largest of the bunch. It’s
a bit more than a quarter the diameter of
the Moon, and it contains about a third of
all the mass in the asteroid belt. That
makes it a prime target for scientific
study.

Gravity has shaped Ceres into a ball,
like the planets. And it’s given Ceres a
layered structure, with the heaviest rock
and metal sinking to the center, and
lighter materials floating to the surface.
Ceres probably has a thick layer of frozen
water, plus a surface layer of frozen
water, ammonia, and other ices.

Images from telescopes on the
ground and in space reveal only a few
features on Ceres -- a few bright and dark

spots. They show that its surface is rela-
tively smooth, and that its impact craters
are likely to be wide and shallow.

Every now and then a celestial boul-
der as big as several city blocks will
sneak up on Earth. Some will pass within
10 million miles behind our planet.  And
some have passed much closer: as little as
two million miles away.

It turns out that our region of the
solar system can seem uncomfortably
crowded. So far, astronomers have dis-
covered about 3,000 near-Earth asteroids -
big chunks of rock and metal that cross or
come close to Earth’s orbit around the
Sun.

Astronomers want to know as much
as they can about these objects - how big
they are, what they’re made of, and what
their orbits are like. In part, that’s because
these objects can provide new insights
into the formation and evolution of our
solar system.

But there’s a more pragmatic reason
for studying near-Earth asteroids: About a
quarter of them are at least one kilometer
in diameter - big enough to cause wide-
spread destruction if they hit our planet.
In fact, impacts by large asteroids may
have exterminated much of the life on
Earth more than once.

Smaller asteroids have caused
destruction on a smaller scale. One that

was perhaps a hundred yards in diameter
exploded above Siberia a century ago,
flattening hundreds of square miles of for-
est.

So far, none of the asteroids that
astronomers have discovered and plotted
pose an immediate threat. But a few have
created some nervous moments.  So get
out there and enjoy the show while it
lasts.  You never know when it might end.
But at least it’s free.

-Stu Spratt

The Moon tonight:
The moon for July 21 (at Midnight)
Illuminated Fraction: 0.497 
0.0 days since first quarter 

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff
Asteroids in our galaxy

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)
You will have good ideas for

home improvement projects. You
will be able to get along well with
colleagues. Your ability to help
others will win you points. Travel
will be to your advantage; howev-
er, it might be expensive. Your
lucky day this week will be
Monday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21)
Risks will not be profitable. You

will be able to make financial
gains. You will enjoy getting
together with friends. Be ready to
explain your actions.  Your lucky
day this week will be Monday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)
Be careful when using machin-

ery or electrical equipment. It
might be time to shake a leg and
do a personal makeover.
Unexpected romantic connections
can be made if you go out with
friends or take a pleasure trip.
Stay mellow.  Your lucky day this
week will be Friday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Your personal life will be under
the gun and you may want to
avoid the questions your lover is
going to want to ask you. Travel
should be on your agenda. You
have a real need to be vocal.
Your involvement in sports or
entertainment will lead to new
romances. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22)
You will be misinterpreted if you

get involved in other people’s
problems. Someone envious of
your popularity may challenge you
to a debate. Avoid any confronta-
tions with colleagues. Make
arrangements to spend quality
time together. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)
You may be upset if someone

has borrowed something that
belongs to you. Don’t allow your
lover to take advantage of your
good nature. Relationships have
not been the best for you lately
and it’s left you somewhat gun
shy. You can make moves, but
they won’t be settling.  Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
You will learn a great deal about

yourself if you go somewhere
secluded. Don’t be too quick to
sign documents. You will be
relentless when it comes to get-
ting yourself back into shape.
Overindulgence could cause
problems for you with your loved
ones.  Your lucky day this week
will be Tuesday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Get busy. You will feel compelled

to do some traveling. Your emo-
tional stability may influence the
changes taking place in your per-
sonal life. Channel your energy
into projects that will enhance
your home.  Your lucky day this
week will be Monday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Disappointments regarding part-

ners will be subject to the way
you react to their personal com-
ments. Compromise if you have
to, to avoid verbal battles. You’ve
been hurt before and could be
again if you don’t play hard to get.
Entertainment should include your
whole family.  Your lucky day this
week will be Thursday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)
Get help to finish a project if you

need it. You can make money if
you get involved in real estate
deals. Control your emotions and
everything will fall into place. Tie
up your personal papers or push
to have legal settlements complet-
ed.  Your lucky day this week will
be Saturday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)
Mishaps due to preoccupation

will be upsetting. Luck is with you.
Opportunities for travel and
socializing are evident. Rather
than making a scene, communi-
cate quietly about the way you
feel. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Try to deal with the problems of

those less fortunate; however,
don’t allow them to make unrea-
sonable demands. Opportunities
for new and exciting relationships
will be yours if you get out and
join groups. Don’t let someone
take the credit for a job you did.
You could be tempted to over-
spend on unnecessary items.
Your lucky day this week will be
Friday. 

Your Horoscope



By IIma FFoodnudge

Editor’s note: Ima is taking a one-week
sabbatical from her regular health column to
research the long-term effects and FDA ramifi-
cations of two recipes she has recently created
for Eurasian milfoil stew or maybe a Purple
loosestife casserole ...  she promises she’ll
have a new column ready for next week’s
Barker unless her mommy says she has to
clean her room.

In the meanwhile, Ima sent in these two
yummy-sounding recipes for a hot day at the
lake:

No Drip Ice Pops
“Made with plain yogurt and sugar-free gelatin,

these are good for dieters too!”

8 ice pops
INGREDIENTS
1 cup boiling water 
1 (3 ounce) package fruit flavored gelatin mix 
1 banana 
1 cup plain yogurt 
DIRECTIONS
Combine boiling water and gelatin in a blender
and pulse until gelatin is dissolved. Blend in
banana until smooth, then blend in yogurt. Pour
mixture into popsicle molds or small, plastic
drinking cups and freeze until hard. (If using
drinking cups, freeze until firm, insert popsicle
sticks, then freeze completely.) 

Penny’s Smoothie
“Banana, blueberries and peaches blended with
yogurt and fruit syrup. Use any flavor of syrup

to taste. (You can even use sugar free syrup)
My kids like to freeze this for ice pops.” 
3 servings
INGREDIENTS
1 banana 
1/4 cup frozen blueberries 
3/4 cup frozen peach slices 
1/4 cup yogurt 
2 tablespoons all fruit blueberry syrup 
1/8 cup milk 
DIRECTIONS
In a blender, combine banana, frozen blueber-
ries, frozen peach slices, yogurt and syrup.
Blend until smooth. add rice milk and blend to
desired consistency. Pour into glasses and
serve. 

Ima Foodnudge is a Birch Lake resident who wants her neighbors
to be healthy 

Eagle Lake Marine
Sales ~ Service ~ Storage

San-Pan, Aqua-Patio, Sweetwater Pontoons

Hurricane Deck Boats

Polar Kraft Fishing

Honda Outboards

269-699-5103
eaglelakemarine.com

Shop UNION MARKET

15940 US 12 West, Union, MI
(269) 641-5861

Open Daily: 7 am - 10 pm MI, 6 am - 9 pm IN

FEATURING:

Deli Selections Fresh Meats
Fresh Produce Cold Beer
Picnic Needs Videos

FOR THE HEALTH OF IT!

TANNADOONAH
S E R E N A D E





BLYC 47TH ANNUAL
MENS GOLF OUTING 

(FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)

JULY 27, 2007

FOUR LAKES C.C. EDWARDSBURG MI. 

$75.00 W/CART 

SHOTGUN START 12 NOON EST

NOTES: 

OPEN TO THE FIRST 100 MEN. 

CELEBRATION AT THE YACHT CLUB DIRECTLY FOLLOWING GOLF.

YOU WILL BE TREATED WITH A COOK TO ORDER RIBEYE STEAK DINNER W/CORN ON THE
COB (ROASTED), BAKED POTATO (ROASTED),GARDEN SALAD,TRIMINGS, RED WINE &
KEG BEER.

PLENTY OF GAMES/CONTESTS AND OTHER SURPRISES.

PLEASE GET ALL FOUR NAMES AND YOUR RESERVATION AND $$$ TO ARTIE McELWEE 

BY JULY 1, 2007 (see, you’re late already!)

Team Captain_____________________________________TOTAL $ Paid____________________

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Name___________________________________________________________________________

__Two Carts __One Cart

PLEASE MAIL CHECK PAYABLE TO BLYC TO ARTIE McELWEE, 63306 BIRCH ROAD

Officers
Commodore Blair Garceau
Vice Commodore Mike Lutz
Secretary Sandy Vitale
Treasurer Holly Troeger
Fleet Captain Steve Richards

Board of Directors
Southside Dick Bender

Denny Weesner
Dave Bouwkamp
Charlene Sheets

Eastside Judy Olson
Scott Troeger
Jim Bolinger
Paul Fallon

Phil Vitale
Hill Ryan Gableman
Northside Rick Russwurm

Fred Friehofer
Westside/Cove Harold Crammer

Vicki Rogers
Mardy Miller

BLYC Officers & Directors (board members)

Updated



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($20 / year)
$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)
$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____  -  Building Improvement Fund
$____  -  Fireworks Fund
$____  -  Water Quality Program
$____  -  Eurasian Milfoil Eradication
$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, provide address for magazine)
$____  -  Safety Committee
$____  -  Other (non-party related expenses)

Total $________________________
Name _______________________________
Address____________________________________________
Address____________________________________________

Mail to: Holly Troeger, Treasurer
1516 Ash Drive East

Elkhart, IN 46514
or drop off at: 63696 Birch Road (call 476-9898)

Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club

2007 Dues, Contributions & Donations Form



ROBIN SHARP
574-215-5037
888-406-5333

THE LAKE EXPERTS
Robin Sharpe and Nancy Walker 

Now teamed together to provide 
the most successful service 

in the history of southwestern 
Michigan Real Estate

Over 25 years combinedOver 25 years combined
experience! Unparalleled experience! Unparalleled 

knowledge of SW knowledge of SW 
Michigan LakesMichigan Lakes

WWe are excited to be teamed together to provide you with the best service e are excited to be teamed together to provide you with the best service 
available — whether you are available — whether you are BUYINGBUYING or or SELLINGSELLING your dream home!your dream home!

CALL UUS TTODAY!CALL UUS TTODAY!
wwwwww.swmichiganhomes.com.swmichiganhomes.com wwwwww.nancy-walker.nancy-walker.com.com

NANCY WALKER
586-530-8581
888-406-5333

Shore Acres
21550 SHORE ACRES RD.
CASSOPOLIS, MI  49031

269.445.5333

FOR RENT:
Updated Cabin overlooks North
Shore by day, week month or sea-
son Sleeps 4-6. $500 weekly — 476-
2086.  Call 574-825-9355-ext 241.

FOUND:
Yellow, 2-seat Float Tube (kid drag-
ger).  Call Bill at 476-2280, 14890
Birch Lake Rd.

FOR SALE
For Sale: Large Compost Tumbler
in very good condition $ 180.   Also:
Holder 14 MK  made by Hobie Cat
also in good condition  $1500. Will
consider other offer. Claude Petit  W.
847 675 6241 or cell 847 274 9932

For Sale: 30” glass top electric
stove, baby crib mattress, 2 sets
of dishes — 6 and 8 place settings
—  small floor lamp.  Call Olson at
476-2125.

FOR SALE: Four Passenger
Peddle Boat. Save on gas!  Great
fun for the family & friends.  Asking
$75.  Call Doreen 630-816-3374.

For sale: 2002 Mercury 6 hp out-
board engine.  Runs great.  Also
comes with 1940-1960 Alumacraft 14
ft. row boat in good shape for age.
$750 obo.  Call 476-9852

Boat for Sale: 1976 Baretta, 15FT,
Open Tri Hull with cover and trailer.
70 HP Johnson motor. Make an
offer.  Call 476-2831 

For Sale: Trailer - Shore Lander,
15 ft.  Call 1-574-231-0890 or 1-269-
476-9688.  Price $400.

Sunfish with stand/manual lift $200.
476-1680.

Pontoon for sale. 24’ Sanpan w/
30 hp Evinrude motor. ‘80s vintage
but runs good. Interior and seats in
good condition.  Asking $2,500.  Call
Gablemans 574-215-0336.
12-foot aluminum fishing boat
$50. 476-2166 pr 773-304-8042.
Kevin

Lake Safe Fertilizer - Only a few
bags left.  This fertilizer is offered by
the Water Quality Committee and is

approved for greening your lawn
without harming the lake.  Don’t feed
the weeds, use lake safe fertilizer.  It
is only $12 a bag and pick up or
delivery can be arranged by calling
the Bouwkamps at 476-1001.  

Storage Facility for Sale or Lease -
Zoned Commercial, Storage Facility
and Property located around the cor-
ner in Williamsville and is available
for lease or sale.  Building is 7,600
sq. ft. or you can lease 4,000 sq. ft.
with high bay doors for tractor trailer
access.  You can review the property
at http://home.comcast.net/~mill-
racestorage   Inquiries may call
476-1001.

BLYC MERCHANDISE:
Birch Lake Posters, ready to

frame, only two left at $20@.  Soon
to be a collectors print signed by the
artist.

2007 Birch Lake Calendars, 13
great photos taken by our own Birch
Lake photographers.

Call Vickie Rogers 476-2383

CLASSIFIED ADS Birch Barker classifieds ads are free for members of Birch
Lake Yacht Club; non-members must pay $5. Put your ad in

the Barker Box at 63174 Birch Road, fax me at 269-445-
9200, or send e-mail to me at:  sailorphil@philvitale.com


