



































Birch Lake Water Quality Committee Management Program
August 26, 2007 Report to Residents

Purple Loosetrifc Management. Program

Once again we bave bad a successful year controlling the spread of Purple loosestrife. Durting the
months of July 07 and August 07 plants were removed from three properties on the lake.

We have scen considerable improvement since the Purple loosestrife Program was started in 2000
when we had ten sites on all shores of Birch Lake some of which were very dense. Now, they are
limited to a specific area on the west shore made up of manageable clusters.

The success of this program is because of the many caring residents on the lake who have belped
keeping an eye out and reporting any sightings. Thank you all.

S specia] thanks to Bruce Wagner who inspects the shores of our lake and was responsible for
£ direction proper removal (without chemicals) of any plants that were found.
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Purple loosestrife is not blooming at Birch Lake this month — and blooming — and blooming,

A special thanks to Sue Wagner
Sue volunteered 1o assist our Water Quality Committee with the program.
i 1) Purple loosestrife identification. 2) Bagging to prevent seeds from dropping to the water
‘f and/or ground before digging the plant out by the roots. 3) Buming blossontg and roots in the bag.

In the summer of 2000, at the home of Bruce and Sue, she and I were talking about caring for the
lake when we realized that “Oh my gosh,” we shared the same experience of hearing a gentleman
speak about water quality - Sue in 2000 was inspired as | in 2000 was inspired.

Coincidentally, in the summer of 2000, at a speaking engagement, Sue heard Don Winne speak
about the Purple loosestrife threat to lakes and wetlands. 1heard him speak in the spring gf 2000
when attending a Conference of the Michigan Lake & Stream Associations (ML&SA) at which -
time he recommended that the Water Quality Committee establish a Purple loosestrife Project at
Birch Lake. Don is Executive Director of ML&SA. - Editor of Michigan Riparian.

It was obvious to both Sue and I that the Water Quality Program needed to add Purple loosestri
to its lake management. Beautiful and loving, Sue was a loyal assistant to the Water Quality
Committee. Sue was serious about keeping Birch Lake free of Purple loosestrife.

Sue was also “full of fun” I remember the morning I woke up to clusters of Purple loosestrife in §a;
my flower garden. When ] realized they were artificial, I knew my friend was thinking of me, &
tiem lity Committee

\ G le, BLYC Water

Purple loosestrife is blooming across the nation this month ~ and blooming —%and blpoming.
As destructive as it is attractive, the shoulder high weed with the distinctive vivid flower has

frustrated wildlife workers for years. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has dubbed Purple loosestrife
Public Enemy #1 on federal lands,

Purple loosestrife can sprout about a centimeter a day. It sends up spikes of pinkish-purple
flowers from June to September on stems up to eight feet high. It grows in such thick tangles that
native plants get choked out. The roots survive the winter and send up new shoots each spring.

Scientists have estimated that mature plants can produce between 100,000 to 2 million seeds
every year. The seeds are believed to have made it to the United States in the 1300’s via ships
ballasts dumped in New York barbor and in imported wool. (Excerpts from Michigan Riparian)

Purple loosestrife is a native of Europe and Asia.
An exotic species, it has no natural enemies.
It is referrcd to as the “purple plague.”
1t is a serious problem.
(Excerpts from Sea Grant, Michigan Stare University)












