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Thanks to Mr. Bob for the great heavy-air-cool-day sailing action photo ...

‘Smokin’ hot weather

June 12, Porter Twp. Cleanup Day

Boat Inspection
COMMODORE’S COMMENTS June 26 ... Vice-Comm Cocktail Party
July 3 Board meeting 9 am

I t's 5:45 am. Wednesday morning and

Boat Parade, Fireworks
despite my intentions of starting on Pancake.Bréakfast
my comments sooner, I’ m sitting here Spaghe}tl Dinner

at the counter in the kitchen and just Women's golf outing
beginning. | guess| could start before g"ens %0: Ougﬂg t
the weekend, but there wouldn’'t be much amp 1 Rog Roas
material. It's still dark outside and it has

Board meeting 10 am

L . August 7. Corn and sausage roast
been raining through the night, but the August 14 Garage sale g
forecast is for clearing skies and good August 28Fal| dinner

wezther all the way into the weekend. September 11........Board meeting 9 am
Saturday and Sunday are supposed to be September 18......... Birch Lake Trivial Pursuit
“smokin” hot, so there should be plenty of October 9. Chili cook-off
lakersin and on the water. Let usall
watch out for each other.

In case you missed it, my cocktail
party at the yacht club last Saturday night
was a great success. Thelively art of con-

versation is alive and well at Birch Lake. two long tables. Thank you to al who
Nearly 60 guestsfilled the festively deco-  brought something to share, and special
rated yacht club and devoured appetizers,  thanksto Sandy and Phil Vitale for keep-
snacks and desserts to die for that filled ing the busy bar running smoothly all

We are always soliciting and accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or if you must,
put the items in the red newspaper box at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), or mail to: Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want the materials returned. To contact us by
phone, call Phil at (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Bob Waddle at (269) 476-2293. -Phil Vitale, editor

The PRINTED BARKER is online every week at http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/pvBirchBarkerNew.htm



COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

evening. The party ended alittle past 11
p.m. and everyone made it home safely in
time to witness the spectacular lightning
show staged later by Mother Nature.

Partygoers also brought enough food
donations for the local food bank to fill
the back of our station wagon. Linda
Curtis generously volunteered to drop off
the donations at the Our Lady of the Lake
Church in Edwardsburg. This churchis
part of afood bank administered by three
local churches and is non-denominational .
Linda told me that the pantry’s shelves
were empty and our donations were grate-
fully received. The planisto again ask
for additional food donations at Stan
Pitakos' Vice Commodore's Cocktail
Party which will be on Saturday, June
26th.

| would also like to thank Don
Harman and Jim Bolinger, who both did a
great job cleaning and sealing the yacht
club deck before the party.

| still don’t have aresult to report con-
cerning my turtle raft modifications. |
guess the weather’s been too cool and not
enough sun. And yet | see other rafts cov-
ered with turtles. | think I’'m developing
turtle envy.

Anyway, on to more important things.
The next time you come down the hill on
Birch Road at the landing, take a good
look around the base of the massive oak
tree that splits the road there. Linda
Curtis and her good friend and frequent

lake visitor, Jodie Okoniewski, spent near-
ly the entire day on Tuesday pulling
weeds and planting flowers around the
tree. It already looks great and it is a per-
fect way to showcase our beautiful lake to
visitors. | aso hear the ladies have anoth-
er surprisein store for us soon. So keep
your eyes peeled. Many thanksto Linda
and Jodie.

Did you know the roundest thing at
King Arthur’s round table was Sir
Cumference. He acquired his size from
too much pi. Did you also know no mat-
ter how much you push the envelope, it'll
still be stationery. Credit for these goes to
my friend, Bad Patty.

| have to get serious again for a
moment. After much discussion, the
BLY C Board of Directors has decided that
the use of the tables at the yacht club by
members outside the yacht club will no
longer be permitted. The decision was
made to protect the interests and property
of the yacht club. It has been along time
since the BLY C has tried to raise funds by
selling items such as coffee mugs, travel
mugs, can and bottle coolies, coolers, etc.
and | would like to try again this year and
I need your feedback and opinion about
what itemsto sell. | generously offered to
alow the use of my caricature to decorate
these items, but the Board of Directors
didn’'t seem interested. In fact there was
some laughter. If you have ideas or
potential sources for these items you can
contact me by phone, e-mail or in person.

Now let’'s all take a good look at the
BLYC calendar in thisissue. First, the

annual Sheriff’s boat inspection at Dan
and Sheryl’s pier on the east side isn’t
shown. It runs from 11 am. until 3 p.m.
this Saturday June 12. Take a spin over
there and have the experts check out your
boat — free of charge.

Back to the calendar — it's going to
get very busy soon. 1I’ve aready plugged
Stan’s party. The Board of Director’s
meeting has been moved to July 10 at 9
am. And then it's the July 4th weekend,
which is the highlight of the summer here.
Let’'s make this year’s boat parade the best
ever. The fireworks are going to be more
spectacular than ever. And we can count
on Lind and Don Harman and their devot-
ed crew to serve up mouth watering pan-
cakes and al the trimmings at the Camp
mess hall on Sunday morning. YUM!

It's not too soon to make your reserva-
tions for both the ladies and men’s golf
outings. Both Bad Patty and Artie have
been busy making no small plans for both
golf outings. | know that Artie has some
specia treats in store this year because it
is the 50th anniversary of the BLYC
men’s golf outing. This one should be
very special, so hurry and sign up.

| had better get going. | know | men-
tioned my prowess at computer keyboards
and 10 am. isfast approaching. Have a
great time on the lake this weekend, be
safe and to quote alady named Anne
Dillard “ Spend the afternoon, you can’t
take it with you.”

-Commodore Partybob
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s

FLATWORK
experts

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmticoncrete@aol.com




— Birch Lake Notes —

Caps for cancer treatment

Our daughter is a nurse practitioner
with a pediatrician in Ft. Wayne. Their
office is collecting plastic bottle caps (
these can be any plastic caps from bot-
tles and cartons including laundry prod-
ucts). For every 1,000 caps collected and
sent to Riley Children’s Hospital some-
one receives a free cancer treatment.
Caps may be dropped off at Don & Lind
Harmans on the east side.

Line Dancing

Line Dancing will continue on
Tuesday mornings at 9 am at the Yacht
Club.

Porter Township Clean-Up Day

Porter Township Clean-Up Day will
be Saturday, June 12, from 8 a.m. to
Noon. The drop off point will be the
American Waste Yard, 15621 Mason St.,
Union. Pick up service will be provided
for handicapped and senior citizens. All
items except yard waste, garbage, and
construction materials may be dropped
off. A fee will be charged for refrigerator
type appliances and tires. If you have
questions, call 641-2375.

July 31st Camp T Hog Roast

On the afternoon and evening of
Saturday, July 31, Camp Tannadoonah
will join nearly 50 other Camp Fire
Councils around the country in a
National Centennial Campfire
Celebration of 100 years of serving our

mission. Everyone is invited for the fes-
tivities, which will include a Hog Roast.
Camp is also seeking volunteers to help
organize this event — please call Marty
at 574-234-4145.

Art in the Park

The Second Sunday Art Market in
the Park will be June 13, July 11, Aug. 8
and Sep. 12 from Noon to 3 pm at the
Farmers Market in Scidmore Park near
downtown Three Rivers. Fine art,
including fiber, water colors, metal
sculpture, metal jewelry, oils, photogra-
phy, fine art cards and prints, polymer

jewelry, pottery
and more. Birch

ed the following list of 2010 Boating
Safety Classes:
June 5, Donnell Lake Conservation Club
June 12, Marcellus Township Hall
June 19, Eagle Lake Marine
June 26, Diamond Lake Yacht Club
July 10, Cass County Conservation Club
July 17, Donnell Lake Conservation Club
July 24, Indian Lake Yacht Club

The boating safety certificate is only
valid for students older then 12 years.
Students should have their 12th birth-
day in 2010 to pre-register.

Students may pre-register by calling
the Cass County Sheriff’s Office at

Lake resident
Carol Dugan is P
among the local
artists exhibiting. [ :
Boat Inspection, Z’J f !
classes y

Philip Esarey
of the Cass
County’s Sheriff’s
Department
Marine Division
has scheduled the
annual Boat
Inspection at Dan
& Sheryl’s pier
(east side) on June
12 from 11 am to 3
pm.

He also provid-

Tom'"s Garage &

Convenience Store
62909 WALNUT ROAD
VANDALILA, MI

49095

269-476-2272

Becky Beers
e

NICHOLS

TREE SERVICE & SMALL EXCAVATING

Justin Nichols, owner — 269-683-6656 — 2115 Spansail Dr., Niles

TREE SERVICE

TRIMMING - PLANTING - REMOVAL
LOGGING - FERTILIZING - CABLING
BRUSH HOGGING - STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATING
HAULING - GRADING - RETAINING WALLS
POST HOLES 9” TO 32” - DRIVEWAYS
SEAWALLS - TRENCHING 0” TO 36”

GUTTER CLEANING - HEDGE TRIMMING

FOOTINGS - BACKFILLS - RETAINING WALLS

LEAF REMOVAL, SNOW PLOWING, SNOW REMOVAL, LOT CLEARING

“Justin Nichols recently put in a seawall at
my home on Birch Lake ... and he did an
amazing job in a very short time. Thanks
Justin!”

-Tom DeCocker, East Shore

“I needed a retaining wall at my new home
on the hill (Kinzie St.) while it was under
construction. | called Justin Nichols, and
he came up and put it in for me. He does
very good work!”

-PJ VandeWalle, East Side Hill

“Nichols brought in topsoil, graded my
yard, buried the gutter drains and putin a
short 25-foot wall ... now I'm ready to
enjoy summer at Birch Lake thanks to
Nichols Tree Service & Excavating.”

Tim Liddell, East Side Hill

“Justin Nichols was working next door
when | met him. | needed several trees
removed and the stumps ground ... Justin
can do it all.”

Ryan Gableman, East Side Hill




— Birch Lake Notes —

(269)445-1240 and register with the
Administration front desk. Please have
the student’s legal name, address, phone
number, and date of birth at the time of
registration.

All classes start at 8 am and should
be done by 2 pm. Students are required
to bring a #2 pencil, a sack lunch and
something to drink.

Adults are recommended to take the
class and anybody born after December
31, 1978 must have a boating safety cer-
tificate to ride a personal watercraft.

Forth of July Boat Parade

Once again it is time to start plan-
ning for this year’s 4th of July Boat
Parade at Birch Lake. I know that
many of you have been spending long
hours through the winter planning and
constructing your boat designs! There
will be a trophy for each participating
boat and new as of last year, a fist place
trophy for the best of parade.

As tradition has it, the parade will
start at Dick Bender’s pier, on the south
side of the lake, and proceed counter
clockwise around the lake. For all you

newbies, this means you only have to
decorate the front and right side of your
boat! (This is a tip for Paul, Ed and
Tim who did not have that information
last year.)

Check the Birch Barker for more
information in the near future.

-Carla Chester

Ladies’ Golf Outing
The correct date for the womens golf
outing will be FRIDAY, July 23! (a
mind is a terrible thing to waste!!)
-Bad Patty

-Open M-F from 5 am to 10 pm
Saturdays from 6 am to e

We’re known for our
CHICKEN & FISH

Benders Corner Store
' Corner of County Roads 4 & 5, Elkhart

Wouldn’t it be great to monitor
and control your home from
anywhere in the world?

“One-Touch Automation is a full service home technology
company. Our goal is to provide systems that you can control
from anywhere, are easy to use, look great, and fit your budget.

Our work should complement the quality of your lifestyle.”

-Ryan & Rachael McDaniel, Owners

Offices in Indiana & Michigan

()NE-TOUCH 800-526-6753

one-touchautomation.com

Automation

Home Automation e Home Security ® Surveillance ® Climate Control

Fire Protection e Lighting Control ® Central Vacuum e WholeHouse

Audio and Video e Computer Networking ® Home Theater o iPhone
and iTouch Home Control e System Integration/Structured Wiring

Rental/Usage Policy for the Birch Lake Yacht Club
building approved at June 5, 2010 Board Meeting of
the Birch Lake Yacht Club:

1. The BLYC building will not be rented (or used) by
NON-members of the BLYC.

2. The BLYC building will be rented (or used) by
Members only when a signed contract and appropriate
deposit has been received

3. Every rental (or use) of the BLYC building must be
approved by the officers of the BLYC in advance

4. The BLYC building will be rented (or used) by members
for social and family-oriented purposes

5. The BLYC building will NOT be rented (or used) for
any commercial venture unless the club’s board officers
have formally sanctioned the venture and all profits are
being donated to the BLYC

Sewing, Alterations
Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit
Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized
hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters

for weddings, anniversaries, graduations
(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389

13475 Harvey Street, Jones

bevscustomsewing@live.com
http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

KEIRN CONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEwW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELING REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE
ROOFING

62933 Birch Rd.
Vandalia, Ml 49095

Office: (269) 476-2767
Cell: (269) 625-0818




— Barker kids of the Week —

Jimmy Bergan caught this carp, (though on Birch Lake) recently and his
grandparents, Jim & Linda Bergan (Cove) sent it in for Kid-Of-The-
‘Week honors ... Nice fish Jimbo!

Sales/Service/Repair/Docks/Lifts/Canopies
Rafts/Benches/Ladders/Accessories

" h A
r)elizal for 19 years,

Best Prices on
Staﬂon@’
Lifts and Dock

Products &
Accessories

WWW. odonnellsdocks com

12097 M-60 Jones, MI 49061 269.244.1446 info@odonnellsdocks.com
www.odonnellsdocks.com

Claire Brovold, daughter of Karen (West Side), posed for a pier photo
recently after a dip in the cool waters of Birch Lake.

Thomas J. Mosier
Waterwell Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008




~Birch Lake Recipes~

Low-carb, easy, easy, easy salmon

Whiskey-Soused Salmon

2 (60z ounce) salmon steaks

2 cups water

Pinch salt

%4 cup reduced fat mayonnaise
1 tablespoon lemon juice

1 tablespoon whiskey

Course black pepper

Chopped water chestnuts

Rinse salmon. Bring water to a boil and add salt. Place

salmon in water. Liquid should completely cover salmon.

Bring to asim-
mer and gently
cook 5t0 8
minutes.
Salmon will be
opague.
Remove to 2
plates. Whisk
mayonnaise, lemon juice, whiskey and
pepper together in a small bowl and
spoon over salmon. Place water chestnuts on side.
Quick, easy and healthy. Can't ask for more!
-Good Patti

Fire-EMS Response Time Study (In Minutes)
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Birch Lake Temperatures 2010
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West Sider Steve Quinlan is recording the lake temperature every every
30 minutes. The Temperature sensors are at the end of his pier, 50 feet
out into the lake. The temperature sensors are 1 foot, 2 feet, and 4 feet
deep. The graph above shows the data collected from from last week

Satori Salon and Spa

11920 McKinley Street | whenay,
Jones, Michigan 49061  ° :

www.satorisalonandspa.com g

244-5510 <,

new hair stylists
and nail technicians o™ A

Pamper yourself with any one
of our signature services:
e Massage ¢ European Facial
e Body Treatment ¢ Manicure
e Pedicure ¢ Full Service Hair Salon
and more!! Mention this ad
and get 10% off your first service!
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Gundy Custom Builders
B = Gundy Custom

"l | R Builders is a family-

l“ J | owned and operated
s : design/build con-

&~ struction firm in Cass
County, Michigan

GCB specializes in:

*Lake home construction and
remodeling

* Concrete home construction

* Application of “universal
design” theory, providing
greater accessibility for all
ages

* Use of high thermal perform-
ance materials and technolo-
gies for energy savings and a
cleaner “living” environment

Call today!
888-641-9205

Dick

BENDER

and Bender Mold & Plastics,

INC.

Want all of our Birch Lake friends to have a safe and fun summer!

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!




Windy with a side of Chilly

e first official race day of the 2010 BLYC Sailing Season Results
Se4son gave me pause. The Date oo B-JUN oo B-JUN . Total...oovveeeeeens Season
clouds looked as if they could Race 1 9 Points Average

start storming at any minute, the winds | Q08 e B PO o
were forecast to be 15 to 20 MPH and it .
was chilly. Although it was a bit on the Sailor
heavy air side, we did race. See the MC Scow
sailing results below for how everyone Bill Luecht #1579........ccoooeerrveirerrs DO 2o M2, 1561
placed in the two races that were held. Gib Eberhart #916..........c.ocommvrrrvenenns Ao T 2969.........conmuenne 1485

It was a good day to have a crew, so Harold Cranmer #2412..........cccooeeeens 2o K TN 2965......cerveenene 1483
Gib recruited Tom Howard aboard his Jeff Smitley #2002 ......ccccccceccvrrrren KT T 2740 1370
MC. That turned out to be the right Dave Olson #1979......cccooovrvrns T Ao 2665....orcrrvr 1333
move as they won the second race. Sunfish
Without the unbearable weight of office, | iy Risqwum (GreenBlue)........... T T 3200, 1600
folffi Sj‘;ﬁigamfﬁzz Eﬂvlev:;i ;'ZIZ:; Stewart Sprat..........oooo 2 e 2 e 3042, 1521
with a first and a second. Both Dave Mik.e Lutz Wellothite) ..................... K K S 2888......o 1444
Olson and I blew a jibe at the leeward Katlg Luecht (Whlte/Red/BIue) ............ S TS Ao 2665........c 1333
mark and gave our sails a rinsing. Chris Spratt (Red/White)............ccooe..... 7/ S DNF...ocovorrrrirrrerieonns 25% ... 1297

In the Sunfish Class, Rick DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to
Russwurm continued on his winning qualify for season. DNF (Did Not Finish) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished,
ways from the Memorial Day Regatta you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place). DNF not counted toward minimum number of
and posted two firsts. Chris Spratt lost races needed. DQ (Disqualified) 0 points. CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their sea-
a sail or rather had it tear into shreds. son average place as of that date - counted toward season total. Season Points are awarded on Square
As he was being towed back to shore, of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) Season Place = total season
the committee boat generously provided points/number of races attempted.
a beverage to renew his spirits.

Thanks go to the committee boat
members of Deb Taghon, Karen Brovold,

JR’s Home Improvement

Property maintenance & management

Remodeling Floors

Roofing Bathrooms
Drywall Winterization
Decks Honey-Do Lists
Floors Pier Service
Kitchens 20 yrs experience

Birch Lake references available
Jeff Rienks

574-850-4499

APOLLO

Sales
Service
Storage

OUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065
269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

POLLOMARINE.NET

Denise Smitley, Good Patti Russwurm,

her sister Jennifer
and Bad Patty
Luecht. We do
appreciate their
coming out on a
cloudy and blustery
day.

Hopefully the
weather will
improve for next
week’s races. See
you at the starting
line...

-Fleet Captain Jeff

P.S. If you would
like to start the
races (or just hitch a
ride on the commit-
tee boat), here is the

STR!
~ARE READY NOW!

current schedule. To take an open slot,
you can call me at 476-9000. Denise and
I would really appreciate the help!

Committee Boat assignments

June 13 Patty Luecht
June 20......eennirennns Stewart Spratt/Deb Taghon
June 27 OPEN
July 3-5 Karen Brovold/Fry
111V O — Marc & Lynn Caenepeel
July 18 Bob & Sue Waddle
July 25 Patty Luecht
Aug. 1 Deb Taghon
Aug. 8 Bob & Sue Waddle
AUQ. 15..cereessresnens Chas & Amber Grundy
Aug. 22 Open
Aug. 29 Open
Labor Day Regatta Open

VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE!
www.diamondacresfarm.com




Lakers’ musings...

Mayflies

WI mayfly hatch is so large the swarm
is visible on NOAA radar! (see photo
at right and check out the website:

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/news/display_c
msstory.php?wfo=arx&storyid=53064&so
urce=0

Thanks for a good time

Many thanks to the CoBL (Commodore
of Birch Lake) FLoBL, VCoBL and SLoBL for
hosting such a nice cocktail party at the
Yacht Club last weekend. Kudos re the over-
flowing canned food donations. One small
suggestion would be ... if the CoBL plans fire-
works for after the party he might do well to
let us all know instead of keeping it as a
thunderous surprise. Kidding of course.
When the weather is good, credit the
Commodore ... when the it rains, blame the

Heart Attacks

Bayer is making crystal aspirin to
dissolve under the tongue. They work
much faster than the tablets — and you
should keep some by your bedside.

There are other symptoms of an
heart attack besides the pain on the left
arm. One must also be aware of an

intense pain on the chin, as well as nau-

sea and lots of sweating, however these

symptoms may also occur less frequent-
ly. Note: There may be NO pain in the
chest during a heart attack.. The major-
ity of people (about 60%) who had a
heart attack during their sleep, did not
wake up. However, if it occurs, the chest
pain may wake you up from your deep
sleep. If that happens, immediately dis-
solve two aspirins in your mouth and
swallow them with a bit of water.

gardeners! ~ Anon

-Mr. Bob

Afterwards: CALL 911
- say “heart attack!”
- say that you have taken 2 aspirins..
- phone a neighbor or a family member
who lives very close by
- take a seat on a chair or sofa near the
front door, and wait for their arrival
and...
~ DO NOT lie down ~

-Tom DeCocker

Piers and Seawalls

We do windows

Lawn Care
Spring and fall yard clean up
Tree and shrub trimming

Rototill your garden

Mowing and Trimming

Fertilizing

Handyman Repairs

Roof to basement - inside and out
Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

Home Maintenance

Painting - interior and exterior
Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs
Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

. _ « Provides second home peace of mind
Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

) ] _ « Call for al lake property requirements
Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Dave' s Residential Services

(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Power washing, insulation and wesatherproofing

Property Management
« Reliable caretaker

« Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

« Periodically checks your property




ur next stop on our journey outward
Ofrom the sun brings us to the second

brightest natural object in the night
sky — Venus. Only the Moon shines brighter.
Named for Deb, the Roman goddess of love
and beauty, it isthe second planet from the
Sun, orbiting it every 225 Earth days. Because
Venusisingde of Earth’s orhit, it never
appears to venture far from the Sun. And dso
for that reason, viewed through a telescope,
phases can be detected, much like our own
moon. Venus reaches its maximum brightness
shortly before sunrise or shortly after sunset,
for which reason it is often caled the Morning
Star or the Evening Star. 1t'stwo starsin one.
(Sorry, couldn't resist bringing that one back.)

Classified asaterrestrid planet, it is

sometimes caled Earth’'s “sister planet”
because they are smilar in size, gravity, and
bulk composition. Venusis covered with an
opaque layer of highly reflective clouds of sul-
furic acid, preventing its surface from being
seen from spacein visible light. It has the
densest atmosphere of al the terrestrid planets,
conssting mostly of carbon dioxide. The
atmospheric pressure at the planet’s surfaceis
92 times that of the Earth, making it a most
inhospitable place. A younger Venusis

: ' enus — two stars in

believed to have possessed Earth-like oceans,
but these totally evaporated as the temperature
rose, leaving a dusty dry desertscape with
many dab-like rocks.

Venus's surface was a subject of specula-
tion until some of its secrets were revealed by
planetary science in the twentieth century. It
was finaly mapped in detail by Project
Magellan in 1990-91. The ground shows evi-
dence of extensive volcanism, and the sulfur in
the atmosphere may indicate that there have
been some recent eruptions. However, the
absence of evidence of lava flow accompany-
ing any of the visible calderaremains an enig-
ma.

Venus actudly rotates from east to west,
as opposed to west to east which is the com-
mon rotating direction of most other planetsin
Space.

Venusisin view to the naked eye from
Earth for a period of 2-3 hours before sunrise
and 2-3 hours after sunset. Venusisthe only
other non terrestrial body, besides the moon,
that can be seen from Earth during both day
and night time hours. Look for Venus just after
sunset thisweekend. 1t is gpproaching the sun
but should still be visible here at the lake for
another week or two. Whereto next? We'll

just haveto see. Enjoy the show up there. It's
awaysthere and it's dways free.

-Stu Spratt

The Moon for Jun 12, 2010

(At Midnight, US Central time, as viewed from
the Northern Hemisphere)

llluminated Fraction: 0.009 (almost none)

0.8 days since new moon

LAKE HOROSCOPE

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)

You can accomplish a lot if you direct
your thoughts toward starting your own
small business on the side. You will learn
valuable information if you travel this week.
Sign up for courses or join fithess clubs.
this week will be rather hectic on the
domestic scene. Your lucky day this week
will be Friday.

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21)

You should sit down with someone you
trust and work out a budget that will
enable you to save a little extra. Try to
concentrate on research and acquiring
information that will be of value in your
chosen field. Try not to get backed into
corners. You may have been too nice to a
friend who just wanted to take advantage
of you. Your lucky day this week will be
Tuesday.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)

Travel will entice you; however, a tenden-
cy to overspend is quite possible. A new
relationship can be yours if you get out
with friends. Travel will enhance romance
and adventure. You will want to take off
and have some recreation. Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Your talents might just be discovered.
Children may be less than honest with
you. Passion is about the best way for you
to relieve tension. Ask family members for
help and you will be able to complete the
projects more quickly. Your lucky day this
week will be Friday.

LEO (July 23-Aug 22)

Opportunities to travel will be favorable in
terms of moneymaking connections. You
can win points if you present your ideas
this week. Your emotional stability may
influence the changes taking place in your
personal life. You are better off visiting
friends or relatives than entertaining at
home. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)

Travel will result in new romantic attrac-
tions. Be aware that a female you work
with may be trying to hold you back. Be
prudent and don't be led down the garden
path. You can make excellent investments
if you are in the right place at the right
time. Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)

Consider a trial separation if you and
your mate just can’t come to terms. Look
into any educational activities involving the
whole family. Be careful not to divulge
secret information this week. Problems
with your mate will develop if you don't let
them have their way. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

You may overspend if you travel this
week; however, the trip will be one to
remember. New friendships will develop
through group events. You may exagger-
ate your emotional situation. Try to slow
down, and take another look. Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)

Get domestic chores out of the way early.
Spend time with youngsters this week.
Equilibrium in your romantic life is likely if
you treat your partner well. Make sure that
new mates live up to your high standards.
Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)

Stress coupled with diet will add to stom-
ach problems. You need to take some time
out to decide what you want to do.
Authority figures may be less than accom-
modating if you have done something
deceitful. Take the time to sort out your
personal papers and double-check your
financial investments. Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)

Social activity should be on your agenda
this week. Don't believe everything you
hear. You can expect to have some prob-
lems with skin, bones, or teeth if you
haven't taken proper care of them. Travel
for business or pleasure will be enlighten-
ing. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday.

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)

Socialize with friends, but don'’t over-
spend on lavish entertainment. Put your
efforts into job advancement. Express your
interest if you want the relationship to
progress. Pleasure trips will ease the ten-
sion between you and your mate. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday.



SPOTLIGHT

Gordon and Michelle Seyfarth

n the corner of Birch Road and

Kiloqua Woods Lane you will

find a wildlife preserve that is
the home of Gordon and Michelle
Seyfarth. While not exactly new to Birch
Lake (they have been here for the last 8
years or so), they have managed to
change the way we look at the wild
things with which we share our sur-
roundings.

Gordon has always loved the out-
doors and the creatures therein, a trait,
it is said, he inherited from his grandfa-
ther, but it was his first hedgehog and
then a rattlesnake, that got him hooked.
That fascination with nature eventually
brought he and Michelle to Birch Lake.
But first, let’s go back to their begin-
nings. They are a really interesting cou-
ple!

Gordon always enjoyed traveling, at
first with his parents (during a frequent
trip to Germany, his parents home coun-
try, he found the aforementioned hedge-
hog) and, as soon as they would let him,
he traveled alone. His love of the out-
doors brought him to the Michigan
lakes, (where he saw a very large soft-
shell turtle), as well as many other areas
of the country. His interest in reptiles
led him to work with sea turtles and

other species all over the world.

While in California, the beaches
began an obsession with beach volleyball
that lasted 25 years. To stay in top
shape, he would frequent the gym where
he eventually met Michelle.
Interestingly enough, Michelle had spent
most of her early years in Germany.
After a seriously long relationship, they
married. Nine years ago, they were able
to retire and spend time in the tropics
and travelling. Almost everywhere they
went, their dog Niko would go, too.

On a visit to the area, Gordon want-
ed to show Michelle that big softshell
turtle and only knew that it was on
some small lake in, or near, Berrien
County. They bought maps of the local
lakes and began driving. This eventual-
ly brought them to Birch Lake. Though
not the small lake he remembered, Birch
had many of the things they were look-
ing for in a summer home. They pur-
chased their first Birch Lake home eight
years ago. Their current home is their
second on the lake, selling the first a few
years back and moving almost across
the street.

In the first, they enjoyed doing
remodeling and, now, in their second
they are busy redoing many of the rooms

upstairs and down. While simultane-
ously working inside the house, Gordon
and Michelle have also managed to cre-
ate a real wildlife habitat for land and
water creatures outside, with a beauti-
ful, living pond, incubation areas, lovely
vegetation for the butterflies and pro-
tected spots for the young turtles and
frogs. Turtles all over the lake have
Gordon to thank for the turtle raft idea
that has resulted in many homes put-
ting out rafts on which our turtles can
warm up in the sun.

When they are not working on the
yard or the house, they have taken up
ping-pong and have a weight station in
their lower level to keep fit, and Michelle
can be found out running most morn-
ings. What do they do in the winter, you
ask? While they still keep property in
California, the last couple of years they
have spent their time in Indonesia and
the Philippines, scuba diving. The pic-
tures are gorgeous!

Next time you come down the hill
from Harvey Street, look for the yard
with the pond. And be careful!
Something might be crawling or hopping
nearby. Remember to protect our
wildlife by being watchful and stopping
to let them pass by.

Advantage Plumbing

2400 North 5th Street

Niles, Ml 49120
(269) 687-7192

“Gilbert Goldfish”

Complete Plumbing Service
Sewer and Drain Cleaning

DON’T LET A LEAK RUIN YOUR DAY!

CALL US AND WE’LL BE ON OUR WAY!

TOP 10 REASONS TO CHOOSE ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1

Business Hours

"

100% ‘Satisfaction Guaranteed
Major Credit Cards Accepted &= =8

. Licensed Plumbers
Drug-Free Employees
. Criminal Background Checked Employees

No Surprises with the Bill- You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

True 24-Hour Emergency Service

. Fully Stocked Trucks-"Warehouse on Wheels"

. Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms
. Longest Warranties in the Business

0.Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee During

Bonus- The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

10% Senior Citizen Discouht
Financing Available




Commodore’s Cocktail Party

Commodore’s Cocktail Party

Commodore PartyBob Waddle and his lovely wife Sue host-
ed the BLYC's annual Commodore’s Cocktail Party last weekend
at the club — attracting nearly 60 lakers who came to wet their
whistles prior to the big storm. Bob is pictured (above, right) with
his Commodore of Vice, Stan Pitakos early in the evening (before
everyone’s whistles were too wet.

-photos by the PattiCam

“Your Birch Lake Neighbors”

Dick & Judy Lindzy

e A
4 / -
' ' ' c -

211 Dixie Way North
South Bend, IN 46637

574-272-7000

Eagle Lake Marine
Sales ~ Service ~ Storage

SAN PAN, AQUA PATIO AND
SWEETWATER PONTOONS,

HURRICANE DECK BOATS &
POLARKRAFT FISHING BOATS
Eagle Lake Marine

on Eagle Lake in
Edwardsburg, Mi

269) 699-5103

web site eaglelakemarine.com
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Auto
Home
Life
Renters
Business
Boats
RVs

Sue@un

PROGREISIVE
Auto-Owners Insurance

Motorcycles
Snowmobiles
Pet Injury Coverage
Sue McCammon
Independent Agent

emal

Corner of US 12 & Union Rd.
269-641-5995

UNION INSURANCE
AGENCY
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email: pat@discovermichiana.com
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Parties
Saux Trail
Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031
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Cell: 269-625-8554
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more next week!
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Pulled Pork, ribs, chicken,
sausage, wings, salmon & shrimp
Eat in, Carry out — Catering available!

US Highway 12 in Union, Michigan
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Smokin’® Hot Bar-B-Que
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http://www.discovermichiana.com




Camp Tannadoonah

Camp meeting Saturday at 10

on’t forget to come to the Camp
DTannadoonah meeting this

week! The meeting is at 10
am AT CAMP. In last week’s column I
mistakenly said that the meeting would
be at the Yacht Club, when it is actually
AT CAMP! See Chas’s notes for more
details.

If you've been up at the lake this
past week, you've probably noticed that
we had our first group of campers at
camp this week! This week the People of
Praise rented camp for a week-long
camp program. This is the 21st year that
they have rented Camp Tannadoonah
for their camp, and they had a record
number of campers attending. There
were over 200 people in camp for the
week! They had 112 campers, and more
than 90 volunteer staff!

It always seems that the People of
Praise week is a rough week at camp,
and this year was no exception! We had
water heaters going out, refrigerator and
freezer units not getting cold properly, a
leaky dishwasher, broken toilets, leaky
roofs, and more. It’s the first week that

we really use everything in camp, so we
find all the problems in a hurry!

I want to extend a HUGE thanks to
Rick Russwurm and Stan Pitakos for
coming up on short notice to install a
new water heater in the dining hall, and
Patti Russwurm for helping me get a lot
of other things taken care of. Also, a big
thanks to Shawn O’Donnell for sending
out someone to make some last-minute
adjustments to the pier very early last
Saturday morning! And finally, our won-
derful and patient volunteer, Chuck
White, who made 6 trips up to camp in 4
days to work on the cooler, freezer,
water heaters, and leaky plumbing.

My staff will be arriving at camp on
Sunday afternoon, and I can hardly wait
to kick off the staff training week. It
looks like we're going to have a fabulous
staff this summer. We have almost half
of last year’s staff returning, so there
will be a lot of experienced counselors, as
well as some fresh new ideas!

The numbers for this summer are
still looking good. We're at 352 campers
currently, and on this date last year we

had 313. The previous year we hadn’t
even hit 300 at this point. So we're still
ahead of last year’s pace, although I'd
like to see the numbers growing at a
faster rate! We're still hoping to hit a
total of 550 campers by the end of the
summer!

So far this year, I have received 47
campership requests, for a total of over
$15,000 in requests for financial aid. We
have collected around $10,000 in pledges
or actual funds, so we're well short of the
amount needed to help all of these
campers get to camp. If you're interested
in sponsoring, or helping to sponsor, a
camper this summer, please contact me.
The cost for each camper is $397. It’s
really important to me to be able to
share the camp experience with as many
children as we can each year!

Don't forget to mark your calendars
and join us for the Hog Roast up at
camp on July 31st! It should be a fun
party and a great chance to meet some
of the camp staff and Camp Fire Board
Members.

-Miss Amber

Camp Fire financial picture shared

Camp Fire USA River Bend Council
invites you to attend a public meeting at
Camp Tannadoonah on Saturday June
12 at 10 am. We will present our finan-
cial picture and plans for the coming
years. For those who cannot attend, or
those who wish to start thinking about
the topic, I'd like to share a bit now.

As you may know, Camp
Tannadoonah is owned and operated by
our local Camp Fire USA council (for-
merly Camp Fire Girls, though we've
been co-ed since 1976). We also operate
a day camp in Mishawaka and our Club
Program serves youth throughout the
year.

What you may not realize is that we
have consistently lost money for nearly
20 years. Since 1993, our average net
income has been —$12,000. In order to
survive, the council took drastic meas-
ures and sold land, cashed out invest-
ments, and borrowed money. Because of

this historically poor adaptability and a
few strategic missteps, we continue to
carry debt and face deficits.

The two camps represents over 75%
of our income. With declining funding,
we have focused on increasing campers
in order to stabilize our financial posi-
tion. This means raising prices and
working to improve the facilities and
programs. The path to sustainability is
found with more campers.

The current board of directors is
entirely new in the last three years. We
have taken major steps to make our
council sustainable and we continue to
see growth. We're not done yet, but I am
confident we have built a solid base
upon which our council can thrive.

We'll dive into numbers in more
detail during the meeting, and I'll share
some of our plans for the next few years.
I hope you'll join us Saturday and bring
your questions, ideas, and support.

River Bend Council Projected
Cash Budget, 2010

Income Total
Program Revenues
Tannadoonah...........cccceueveveviernnnne $175,000
TaWaNChi .....coceeieiceeccee e $30,500
ClUD o $100
Camperships........ccooveeneennenenen $16,000
Fundraising Other ...........ccccevenenene. $40,000
(@1 <] SRR $7,500
Total INCOME ....cvvvvvvecrererie, $269,100
Expenses

Salaries and Wages.........cc.ccceen.. $125,000
Occupancy and Overhead.............. $44,000
Supplies and Food ........c.cccceeveenene. $43,800
Marketing .........cceeerveeverierererereeens $6,500
INSUFANCE ... $16,500
DUES ...t $21,000
Camp Facilities..........ccccveerevvenennne $20,500
Total EXPENSES........ccceveveveviennnne, $277,300
Net INCOME .....coveircreeeeeee $(8,200)

-Chas Grundy

-

BiacH LAKE

http:/tannadoonah.org/

CAMP TANNADOONAH

Jaywalker Restaurant
and Jaywalker Pizzeria

At the bridge on US 12 in Mottville
and on the Point on US 12 in Union

RESTAURANT [F°
Fine dining in a
casual atmospher
483-2305
www.jaywalkerrestaurant.com

PIZZERIA— Pizza, subs,
coney & chicago dogs, sal-
ads and delicious Sherman’s ||/
Premium Ice Cream
641-5003
www.jaywalkerpizzeria.com

|




2010 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors

BLYC Officers and Board of Directors, from left: front row: Scott Troeger; Sandy Vitale, Secretary;
Stanley Pitakos, Vice Commodore; Karen Brovold; Paul Fallon; Sue Williams; Jim Bolinger; Bob
Baucus; Phil Vitale; back row: Holly Troeger, Treasurer; Bob Waddle, Commodore; Terry Dugan; Mike
Sheffieck; Lind Harman; Rick Russwurm; Fred Freihofer; Steve Quinlan; and Jeff Smitley.

Commodore—Bob Waddle—476-2293; East — Scott Troeger—476-9898

cell: 269-365-7696 Jim Bolinger—476-9737
Vice Comm.—Stan Pitakos—476-8862 Phil Vitale—476-1680
Fleet Capt. — Bill Luecht—476-2615 Lind Harman — 476-2039
Treas. — Holly Troeger—476-9898 Hill — PJ VandeWalle —574-292-5966
Secretary —Sandy Vitale—476-1680 South — Terry Dugan—476-2814
Past Comm.—Paul Fallon—476-1467 Sue Williams —476-8886

West — Harold Cranmer—476-2170

BLYC Directors: Karen Brovold — 476-8862
North — Rick Russwurm—476-2407 Steve Quinlan — 476-8802
Fred Freihofer—476-9823 Mike Sheffieck — 773-660-1673 X211
Mike Lutz — 476-2843; (cell) 269-207-1153 Greg Bolin — 574-876-3416
Bob Baucus — 476 2863 Cove — Vicki Rogers—476-2383

Cell: 574-535-4946 Home: 269-641-5644

BLYC Water Quality Comm.
Paul Fallon, Chairman — 476-1467
Rick Russwurm.—476-2407

Terry Dugan—476-2814

Gordon Seyfarth —n/a

Bruce Wagner — 476-2090
Home Owners Comm.
Jim Bolinger, Chairman—476-9737
Rick Russwurm—476-2407

Scott Troeger—476-9898

Paul Fallon—476-1467

Phil Vitale—476-1680

BLYC Fleet Captain

Jeff Smitley — 476-9000

2010 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

g BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!

BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)
. Total contribution

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
Name

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund Address

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program Make checks payable to BLYC

Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)

Safety Committee

Other non-party related expenses

Mail to BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR RENT
Cottage for rent. Three bedrooms,
sleeps six on Birch Lake’s beautiful north
shore. Indoor plumbing. Contact Stewart
Spratt at 574.514.0667.

FOR SALE
Classic Sunfish in good condition. $400.
Yellow X-360 electric scooter. Used very
little. For photos/info see the website
www.x-tremescooters.com Kathleen
McNamee. 476-2627

Entertainment Unit, custom made solid
oak unit, 71Hx24Dx87L. Upper cabinet
accommodates a 32" TV w/hide-away
doors, both ends have glass doors with
shelving. Lower cabinet has center glide
out for DVDs and lower shelf for storage,
both lower ends doors are solid wood
w/adjustable shelving. Golden oak finish.
Includes 32" Sony TV - $500. Call 476-
2383

Whirlpool built-in oven—frost-free. Call
Mr. Bob.

German Shepherd, 85 Ibs., neutered.
Speaks German. Free. Call Mr. Bob.

Snow blower for sale. Only used on
snowy days. Call Mr. Bob.

Cows, calves never bred. Also one gay

bull for sale. Call Mr. Bob.

Mixing bowl set designed to please a
cook with round bottom for efficient beat-
ing. Call Mr. Bob.

Nice parachute—never opened. Used
once. Stock up and save. Limit: one. Call
Mr. Bob.

LOST
Lost on May 20th: my Grandfather’s
favorite rod and reel. It jumped over the
boat from the large waves and all the wind
on the South shore near Mr. and Mrs.
Williams house. It's a black 7 foot St.
Croix rod with a Quantum spinning reel. |
would really like to surprise Grandpa and
give it back to him for his birthday in July.
If found please contact Claire Brovold,
West shore 476-8862.

When the Temples (North Side) were put-
ting in their pier this spring they noticed
that one of their pier sections was miss-
ing ... If you have any info, please contact
them at 476-2773

FOUND
A turtle raft has floated up to the shore
on the northeast corner of the lake. If
you’re missing one, stop by and pick it up!

Ayellow, smiley-face volleyball and a

large, blue pier float floated up to
Wiseman'’s on the south side. If you'd like
to claim them, call 476-9560

WANTED
Our son Jack (entering 6th grade) needs
trumpet lessons. Right now we've hired
someone in Mishawaka — but that takes
time away from the lake. Call Bob at
574.534.3067 (office) or 571.332.3308
(mobile)

VACATIONS
I'm considering organizing and leading a
guys-only and/or a girls-only sailing trip to
the Virgin Islands in late-January or
early-February. No experience necessary,
but healthy sense of adventure is manda-
tory. Interested in coming along? If | get
sufficient interest | will host a meeting (free
beer) to explain and discuss the options.
Contact me (Phil) at
sailorphil@philvitale.com or call me at 476-
1680 or 445-9200.

CLASSIFIED ADS
The Birch Barker will publish classified
ads free of charge for paid members
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club ... non-
members will be charged $5/ad. Send
classified ads to
sailorphil@philvitale.com

P~
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BLYC 50TH ANNUAL

" MENS GOLF OUTING "
(4-MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)

JULY 30, 2010 — $70/man
SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB

Lutz Rd., Three Rivers, Ml — Shotgun start at NOON; dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
* must have registrations by July 21st.
All par three’s big prizes, including a hole in one for $10,000

* team prizes and contests
* dinner only, $25 per person

salads, corn on the cob.

* prizes awarded during dinner.

Additional Information

* dinner includes 100z. grilled ribeye, side

* the mens’ and ladies’ outing is looking for

donations of door prizes. If you have access to

logo merchandise that could be donated to one
or both, please contact Artie McElwee at 574-

514-3179. We have need for 80 players in the

mens’ and 40 players in the womens’ event.

* lunch not included but the club has complete
restaurant and beverage service availability.

* Send entries to artie@toefco.com or

63306 birch road 574-515-3179,476-1692

*checks should be made out to BLYC

Foursome Information
Team Captain:

Please Print Players names:

Total Enclosed $




we've &ot You Covered!

 Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

 Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

"+ Roll Shutters
« Boat Covers and Tops

« Canvas Repair

« Aluminum Awnings

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawning.com



