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Birch Lake House Walk Saturday July 9th - see page 3

Greetings from the Sunshine
State.  No, I’m not writing from
Florida.  Karen has been on my

back to get this article written before we
left on the 4th.  She made subtle com-
ments, left notes, and then just got right
down and threaten me to an inch of my
life.  Do you know how hard it is to write
about something that hasn’t happened
yet?  I guess I need to take lessons from
Star Gazing Stu.

As you probably have guessed
Karen has our vacation all planned out,
from what time we eat, when, where,
what attractions we are going too, how
long we get to stay and the order the we
will be seeing them, to when we get to
go to bed.  She has been like a drill
Sergeant on a mission.  I truly needed to
slip her some Valium to calm her down.   

Claire is wondering why we are
bothering to leave paradise in the first
place.  The weather is finally getting

HOT and her last day of school was the
3rd.  She is on VACATION and wants to
tube, ski,  and swim from sun up until
sun down. Then repeat her routine the
next day with a little turtle netting
thrown in.  With our new dockaminium
turtle raft, she can net all shapes, sizes
and styles of turtles and see how they
strut their stuff.  She is looking for the
perfect ringer to enter in the 4th of July
Turtle Race.  Make sure to place your
bet on her turtle, she is a past champion.

Don’t forget tonight, Saturday June
11th is the Vice-Commodore party at the
Yacht Club beginning at 7 pm and end-
ing ???  Please bring an appetizer or
dessert to share and your vice will  have
your favorite beverage (beer, wine, pop
and some hard liquor) to quench your
thirst from all the socializing.  

The Commodore’s party is Saturday
June 25 again starting at 7 pm.  If you
are interested in making it a theme
party give me your ideas, otherwise it
will be another socializing event.  (I just
can’t get enough air time., but Karen

BLYC Calendar

2011 Calendar of Events
Sat, June 11....Vice Commodore’s Party 7pm 
Sat, June 25....................Commodore’s Party
Sat, July 2...................................Boat Parade
Sat, July 2 .......................................Fireworks
Sun, July 3........................Pancake Breakfast 
Sun, July 3 .....................Fireworks Rain Date
Sat, July 9 ......................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, July 9.........Homeowners Meeting 10 am
Sat, July 9 ....................................House-walk
Sat, July 16 ..........................Spaghetti Dinner 
Fri, July 22 ...........Women’s Golf & Luncheon 
Fri, July 29 .........................Men’s Golf Outing 
Sat, Aug. 6 .....................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, Aug. 6 .............Corn and Sausage Roast 
Sat, Aug. 27...................................Fall Dinner 
Sat, Sept. 10 ..................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, Sept. 10 ...........................Sailing Awards 
Sat, Sept. 17-24 ...............Game / Card Party
Sat, October 8 ..............Annual Chili Cook Off 
Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.

Watch the Barker for updates!

Commodore’s Comments

thanks to Mr. Bob for the cool Heron pic

Come to the 

Vice Commodore’s 
Cocktail Party
Saturday - June 11

Birch Lake Yacht Club
NOTE: The time for this event has

been changed to 7 pm ... 
Bring an appetizer or dessert to share.  
More importantly, bring a neighbor!



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
would like to do a Western theme with a
mechanical bull.)

This weekend, June 11 - 12, is
Michigan’s free fishing weekend, so take
a minute or two and wet a line.  You
can’t beat a calm evening on the pier,
casting a pink rubber worm into the lake
and coming up with a whopper.  

Hope you get a chance to try it.
Kick back and relaxing 

Commodore, Stan

Birch Williamsville Drain Project
We have been notified that the con-

tractor for the Birch Williamsville Drain
Project has ordered pipe. Williamsville
St. will be closed from June 20-27.  For

more info contact Bruce Campbell, Cass
County Water Resources Commissioner,
120 N Broadway, Suite 124, Cassopolis,
MI  49031.  Phone him at 445.4428 or
269.506.5178 or email brucec@cassco.org

4th of July Boat Parade
This year's Boat Parade will be

Saturday, July 2, commencing at 2 pm.
The parade will once again begin at the
pier of our esteemed neighbor, friend
and perennial parade director Dick
Bender.  Parade chairpersons, Eileen
Golden and Carla Chester (the latter in
abstentia due to her daughter's nuptials
that same day), are working hard to
organize the fine details of this well-

loved annual event. 
All who wish to participate are most

welcome. Multiple families are welcome
to collaborate in decorating a single ves-
sel.  Each family will receive a highly
collectible Birch Lake trophy. So get
your creative juices flowing, in harmony
with whatever theme your team desires.
The best boat in the parade will receive
the coveted Best of Parade special tro-
phy. 

Finally,  the Grand Marshall(s) for
2011 will be announced in the final
Birch Barker edition to be published just
before the 4th of July holiday weekend.
Stay tuned for breaking news on the
honorees for this year's parade.

Bev’s CCustom SSewing
& Embroidering

Sewing, Alterations

Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit

Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized

hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters
for weddings, anniversaries, graduations 

(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389
13475 Harvey Street, Jones
bevscustomsewing@live.com

http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

TOM’S GARAGE & CONVENIENCE STORE
Right Beside Birch Lake

63909 Walnut Rd.
Vandalia, MI

476-2272

Becky Beers
Owner



BLYC House Walk/Art Fair 2011
It’s only four weeks until our Birch

Lake House Walk/ Art Fair on Saturday,
July 9th!!  The Birch Lake House Walk
has really turned into a charming, much
anticipated event, with the generous
loan by Ben and Vanessa Wozniak of
their barn and the hard work of our ded-
icated group of boat captains and crew. 

We are very excited that six families
have agreed to make their unique and
wonderful homes available to view on
the tour. The combination of these ele-
ments has really made this a wonderful
social event enjoyed by the entire lake
and has made this special place even
more unique.

The day’s festivities will begin with
several local artists and vendors display-
ing their work at the Wozniak barn
starting at 11 am. We will have free
refreshments and several drawings
going on throughout the day. The house
walk will begin at 12 noon and, due to
favorable response from the previous
house walk, all participants will once
again be ferried from house to house by
pontoon boat. All participants must
check in at the barn to pick up their
brochures and begin their tour.

The participants will end the tour at
the barn where the artists will be dis-
playing their work until 4 pm. The last
home tour will begin by 2 pm at the lat-
est in order to finish by 3 pm so please
plan accordingly. A limited amount of
parking will be available at the barn so
please walk or carpool if possible.

Each week, in the Barker, we will
feature one of the homes on the tour.

Tickets are on sale for $15 in
advance and $20 on the day of the tour.
All proceeds are going to Camp
Tannadoonah for camperships (under-
privileged children).  We will be selling
tickets at the Pancake Breakfast and
door to door. Tickets can also be pur-
chased from Linda Curtis and Sue
Waddle on the East shore, Bev Kruggel
on the West shore,  Denny Weesner and
Diana Fredlake on the South shore, and
Vickie Rogers in the cove. 

Don’t miss out on this fun filled day!
Mark your calenders for July 9th. A lim-
ited amount of ad space is available on
the brochure. All ads must be submitted

by July 11th. Please call Michelle
Seyfarth at 476-1319 for further ad
information or any questions concerning
the event.

One of the homes on the tour is the
Kuhn/Temple home at 63105 Walnut
Rd. (west shore).

Tom Kuhn and Jan Temple
Jan Temple grew up on Birch Lake.

Her parents, Bob and Gertie Temple,
rented a cottage on the east shore for
summer vacations in the 1950s and 60s.
Then, in 1971, Jan’s parents bought
their property and built the home in
which they still reside  on the north
shore. When Tom Kuhn and Jan started
dating in 1995 and he was introduced to
Birch Lake, it was “love at first sight” for
Tom! 

Tom and Jan lived in Chicago and
visited her parents often.  They decided
that of all the places in the world they
could live when they retire, Birch Lake
is where they wanted to be!   They
bought their land on the west shore in
June 2006. The day they closed on the
property it was pouring rain.  That did
not stop the festivities. They were so
excited that they celebrated with a bottle

of wine and some cheese while sitting
under umbrellas in their new
Adirondack chairs.

They built the “boat house,” which
sits close to the water, in 2007 and spent
the spring, summer, and fall there in
2008 and 2009 … it is adorable!!  They
started building their home on the hill in
the fall of 2008.  The architect they
chose was Town & Country Cedar
Homes, which came highly recommend-
ed by Nancy Walker and Bob Wozny
(the designer for both of their homes);
their contractor was Nick Miller, who
built Fran and Randy Welch’s home.
They moved in at the end of 2009.  Why
a log cabin you may ask? ... The
Temple/Kuhns love the outdoors and a
casual lifestyle, and wanted their home
to blend with the natural beauty of the
woods, the hill and the lake. 

Tom and Jan’s 3 children — Scott
(29), Brett (26), and Anna (21) — have
grown up on Birch Lake, and come up
for weekends and vacations whenever
possible.  Friends and extended family
members also visit often.  And so, this
log home is not only perfect for enter-
taining … it is truly their dream come
true.

Pamper yourself with any one 
of our signature services:

● Massage ● European Facial ● Body
Treatment ● Manicure ● Pedicure ● Odorless

Artificial Nails and Gel Polish Overlays 
● Full Service Hair Salon and more!! 

Mention this ad and get 
10% off your first service!
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Satori Salon and Spa
11920 McKinley Street
Jones, Michigan 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Certified Organic!

Experience the 
“Natural” difference

Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

Photo by Carol Dugan



— Barker kids of the Week —

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Anya Lynn Noneman, daughter
of Demarée Dufour-Noneman,
granddaughter of Dave and
Michele Dufour, and great-
granddaughter of Sue and Duffy
Dufour, is back for her second
season at Birch Lake.  She is just
over one year old.

E-mail your kid-of-the-month pho-
tos to sailorphil@philvitale.com ...
or put them in a plastic bag and
drop them at my home, 63174
Birch Rd.



— Barker kids of the Week —

Now picking asparagus etc.

Last week for asparagus,
strawberries soon!

Join us for our 21st
year in Cass County!

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Ronan Scheuer is the son of Matt and Sarah Scheuer and the grandson of Rich & Pam Mullin (north shore).



Yet another reason 
to fire up that grill

What to Drink?
A fine Cabernet Sauvignon 
Or your house-favorite beer 

Yield 20 appetizer servings 

Ingredients
■ 1/2 cup soy sauce
■ 1/4 cup olive oil
■ 1/4 cup water
■ 2 tablespoons molasses
■ 2 teaspoons mustard powder

■ 1 teaspoon ground ginger
■ 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
■ 1/2 teaspoon onion powder
■ 2 pounds flank steak, cut into thin
strips
■ 32 wooden skewers (8 inch long)
soaked in water
Directions
1. In a large resealable bag, combine
the soy sauce, olive oil, water, molasses,
mustard powder, ginger, garlic powder
and onion powder. Seal and shake the
bag to mix together. Add steak strips to
the bag and seal. Refrigerate for at least

8 hours to
marinate. 
2. Preheat
the oven’s
broiler.
Thread meat
onto skewers and
place on a broiling rack. 
3. Broil the steak for 3 to 4 minutes on
each side. Arrange on a platter to serve. 
FOOTNOTE
■ This recipe can also be made on the
grill with the same amount of cooking
time. 

~Birch Lake Recipes~

S Y C A M O R E P A O F I R B U C K E M

E W C L O C U S T T N T O C A T A L P A

I E E F B U C K E Y E T P T D W L U A U

R L B E C H C O T T O N W O O D H R W K

E M T L P C H M H A W T H O B M D A P E

D E U U E I L I A W A L W B T U N B A E

B R S L L R N L C G T G M O A L R U W R

U B L A B I C G S K N C L A O B A C H G

D I I S S E P H W Y O O L I C E S K A E

W H E R O S R E A I C R L Y E R H A R O

O N C O C C A R E W L A Y I D B U I I Y

W E A A M H A F Y O T L M A A U T O A K

A L E P A W P N R E E H O O R U A A I E

L M W P S U P K I A A M O W N I G H A U

N H T L P L L L A L S H U R L L D I G B

U A R C E T E A A R N N E O N W D L O C

T W P I N E U B L H O T N D U B T W W O

A T C H E R R Y W M T G E D O G W O O D

O H S T M A P L E U A T C E R R S U E G

A M O P C U A R B M N M L O D U U R A F

Steak on a stick!

THE TREES OF BIRCH LAKE ... HOW MANY CAN YOU FIND?

MILLIPEDE
MOSQUITO
YELLOWJACKETS
LADYBUG
DRAGONFLY
FLY
LIGHTENINGBUG
CENTIPEDE
MOTH
ANT

CRICKET
TICKS
SILVERFISH
WALKINGSTICK
LOCUST
GRASSHOPPER
BEETLE
BUMBLEBEE
EARWIG
WASP

GNAT
CICADA
HORNET
POTATOBUG
SPIDER
NOSEEUM
FIREFLY
BUTTERFLY

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

Last week’s
answers 

(the bugs of
Birch Lake)



No wind; no racing.  There’s not
much more to be said.  The
winds were beautiful on

Saturday but nothing on Sunday
morning.  At least some of us were
able to have a shakeout sail on
Saturday.  It’s good to have some time
remembering the feel of the boat or
trying out new gear.  

I know a few sailors splurged and
purchased brand new sails over the
winter.  Hopefully, they can figure out
how to sail with them.  When I pur-
chased mine after my first season, I
spent the better part of the second one
trying to get back to being comfortable
in all wind conditions.  

My Lovely Bride was slightly frus-
trated with me when after a race I

would be unhappy with my perform-
ance.  

“You spent how much on that sail
and you like your old one better??!!
Really??”  

My suggestion to you all is regard-
less of where you place; tell your
spouse you LOVE your new sail.

Even though we didn’t race, I’d
like to thank Patty Luecht and her
whole gang who volunteered for the
committee boat.  If you would like to
sign up for an open date, please let me
know.   You can call me at 476-9000
or email me at jsmitley@ameritech.net

See you at the starting line…

-Fleet Captain Jeff

Fleet Captain’s Corner

No wind; no racing ...

July 16

Team Eastside

Committee Boat Schedule
June 12 .........................................Patty Luecht
June 19 ....................................................Open
June 26 ...............................Bob & Sue Waddle
July 2 (Regatta) ..........................Karen Brovold
July 3 (Rain Date) ......................Karen Brovold
July 4 (Regatta) ..........................Karen Brovold
July 10...........................................Patty Luecht
July 17 ................................Bob & Sue Waddle
July 24......................................................Open
July 31...........................................Patty Luecht
August 7 .....................................Karen Brovold
August 14....................Amber & Chase Grundy
August 21.................................................Open
August 28 ...................................Karen Brovold
Sept. 3 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 4 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 5 (Rain Date) ....................Karen Brovold



The clear skies on warm summer nights
here at Birch Lake are what inspired
me to write this column many years

ago.  Looking up and seeing so many stars,
some bright, some not so bright, seeing planets
and sometimes even satellites can be 
breathtaking.  It can also be overwhelming,
especially to the beginning stargazer.  In town,
city lights drown out all but  the brightest
objects in the sky.  But here there is so much
more to see.  Our sky here at the lake is filled
with twinkling lights.  But what’s what up
there?  Today we’ll learn to pick out a couple
of objects here in Stargazing 101.

A long time ago, before Wii, sliced bread
or even chamber pots, folks had to entertain
themselves by using their imagination.  One
game they played was Connect-the-Dots using
the stars.  Patterns were defined and named
and stories were  invented for them.  In short,
this gave birth to the constellations we know
today.  Let’s find a few.

To start off, we need a landmark.  One
that almost everyone can find is the Big
Dipper.  Aptly named because it looks just like
a dipper.  The Big Dipper is really an asterism,
which is just a recognizable part of a constella-
tion, in this case, Ursa Major, the Big Bear.  It
rides high in the northern sky.  Three stars
form a handle and four make up the bowl.  

The two stars opposite where the handle con-
nects can be used as pointer stars.  If you draw
an imaginary line from the star at the bottom of
the bowl through the star at the top and follow
the line north you will roughly arrive at
Polaris, the North Star.  Now the North Star is
not particularly bright but it is important.  It
marks, again roughly, true north from any-
where in North America.  It is also the end
point on the handle of the Little Dipper, part of
Ursa Minor, the Little Bear.  It’s tricky to see in
town but much easier here at the lake.  If you
continue to follow your imaginary line beyond
Polaris you will come to a group of five stars
that looks like a lazy W, or M.  This is
Cassiopeia, the Queen, one of my favorites and
an interesting story.  

Back to the Big Dipper.  Imagine the bot-
tom of the bowl of the dipper falling out.  The
water would have to go somewhere, right?  It
falls right on the back of Leo, the Lion, another
favorite of mine.  Leo really does look like a
lion I think.  You can imagine his outstretched
front paws, his hind quarters and especially his
head and mane, which is marked by a back-
ward question mark, at the bottom of which
you’ll find blood red Regulus.

Once more back to the dipper.  Starting
where the handle connects to the bowl follow
the arc of the handle through the sky to the first

bright star, Arcturus, the brightest star in the
constellation Bootes, the Herdsman.  From
Arcturus a line dropping straight down to the
horizon will take you to Spica, a part of Virgo.
To clarify this last bit remember this...”Arc to
Arcturus and drive a spike down to Spica”.  

Now, not only do you have enough to get
started enjoying the night sky but you also now
know everything I know.  Well, I may have
held back a little.  Get out there and enjoy the
show.  You know it’s free.

-Stu Spratt

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

~ Stargazing 101 ~

The Moon for June 11, 2011 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.837 
3.2 days since first quarter



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) - You can come up
with future trends in creative fields. Problems
with female members of your family may play
on your emotions. Rewards for past good
deeds will highlight your day. You may have to
explain your actions to your family.  Your lucky
day this week will be Monday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21) - You can help
sort out problems that friends are facing.
Inharmonious situations at home may be
extremely upsetting for you this week. You will
be prone to carelessness that could result in
accidents. Believe in yourself and so will those
who count.  Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) - Don’t expect any-
thing for nothing and you won’t be disappoint-
ed. You may experience financial loss if you
don’t use good judgment. Make any necessary
changes to your insurance policy. Disputes on
the home front may be hard to avoid.  Your
lucky day this week will be Wednesday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) - You can get
good solid advice from relatives or close
friends you trust. Don’t trust coworkers with
important or personal in formation. You’ll be
angry if those you live with aren’t pulling their
weight. Some of your new friends may not be
that trustworthy.  Your lucky day this week will
be Saturday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) - You’ve been hurt
before and could be again if you don’t play

hard to get. Confusion is apparent and you’ll
need some sound advice if you want to do the
right thing. Be prepared to encounter new
friendships that will provide you with valuable
information. Don’t let domestic problems inter-
fere with your objectives.  Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) - Your mate may
not be too sure about your intentions. You will
profit from home improvement projects and
real estate deals. You may want to have a
heart-to-heart talk with a close and trusted
friend. Positive connections can be made if
you get involved in environmental organiza-
tions.  Your lucky day this week will be
Tuesday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) - Your knowledge
and good sense will help more than you think.
Confusion is apparent and you’ll need some
sound advice if you want to do the right thing.
You must follow your desires and dreams.
Look into projects that you feel would con trib-
ute something to your appearance.  Your lucky
day this week will be Thursday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) - Try to stay
calm and understand both sides of the situa-
tion. You will be highly entertaining when in
contact with your lover. You can make favor-
able changes in your home environment. You
are best to move quickly and to get in good
with the boss.  Your lucky day this week will
be Monday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) - You will
be able to work with fine detail this week. You
can persuade even the toughest opponents to
think your way. Complete those hobbies you
started a long time ago. Try to be a bit more
understanding or you may end up spending
the evening alone.  Your lucky day this week
will be Wednesday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) - Look into
joining groups that can give you hands-on
advice about business. In-laws or older indi-
viduals may give you a bit of a hard time this
week. Your lover will cost you dearly if you let
them. You will be popular and will easily attract
members of the opposite sex.  Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) - Club mem-
berships or donations could be expensive and
prove unnecessary. Be careful when dealing
with superiors. You may want to pull out some
of those unfinished project you’ve got tucked
away. Be sure to sidestep those who are
eccentric or unpredictable.  Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) - You could be cor-
nered, so be prepared to tell the truth. Be
careful not to sign your time or your cash
away. Stay mellow. Don’t let someone talk you
into parting with your cash unless you can
truly see the benefits of doing so.  Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday. 

Birch LLake HHoroscopeBirch LLake HHoroscope

Sales
Service
Storage

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET

Avalon Pontoons

Moomba
Speedboats



One of the questions I get a lot is
how we go about marketing our
camp program to potential

campers and families. Here’s what we’ve
done the past few years:

In 2006, we had a tri-fold brochure
that included our registration card right
in the brochure. These were mailed to all
of the previous year’s campers. We also
used some newspaper ads, but other
than that we had very little in the way
of advertising for our program. We didn’t
launch our registration for the season
until the beginning of April.

In 2007, we built a new website and
introduced online registration, but also
continued to use the tri-fold brochure
with a paper registration card included.
We also offered an early bird discount
for signing up by the end of April. We
placed a few newspaper ads again.

In 2008, we had a combined
brochure for Camp Tannadoonah and
Camp Tawanchi, which no longer con-
tained the registration cards. Parents
could sign up online, or request a paper
registration from the office. We had an
early bird discount again, and this year
pushed that back to March 1st. 

In 2009, we produced a
Tannadoonah-specific post card. We
printed 20,000 of these post cards and

distributed them to schools all over the
Michiana area. We also started making
use of monthly newsletters and emails to
parents, and offered a referral bonus to
campers who recruited a new camper to
come with them to camp. We also offered
a new early bird special with a bigger
incentive (Feb 15 deadline).

In 2010 we introduced the yellow
Camp Tannadoonah signs that you have
probably seen around the community.
We also started a “Friends of
Tannadoonah” word of mouth group.
This group consists of approximately 50
camper parents who are passionate sup-
porters of camp. We send monthly
emails to the group, with ideas on how
they can help us spread the word about
camp. We had our post cards, the early
bird discount (Feb 1 deadline), yellow
signs, referral bonuses, and used Google
Ad Words to advertise online. 

This year we added 5 billboards in
the South Bend, Granger, and
Mishawaka areas to help build aware-
ness about camp, in addition to the post
cards, referral bonuses, yellow signs,
early bird discount (Feb 1 deadline), and
Friends of Tannadoonah group. Plus we
sent single-page fliers to parents in the
Friends of Tannadoonah group that they
could share with their friends and fami-

lies. Finally, we built
a Tannadoonah
FaceBook page to
share news and
information about
Camp. 

So what have
we learned? Word of
mouth is by far the
best way to get new
campers. Parents are
much more likely to
send their kids to a
camp that they’ve
heard about from
friends. Newspaper
ads and online ads
weren’t really getting
us any campers. The
yellow signs and post
cards generate a few

campers each year - enough to justify
the cost of making them. The billboards
may have led to greater awareness
about camp, but they didn’t really lead
to any camper sign ups. The early bird
discounts get people thinking about
camp earlier, and give a “jump start” on
registrations early in the year. It also
allows us to know which weeks are like-
ly to be lower in camper numbers. 

So knowing that word of mouth is
the best way to get campers, I have a
challenge for all of our lake residents:
Recruit a camper to attend camp this
year! Tell your friends about camp, talk
about what we offer, and see if you can
identify a child who would like to attend.
Our camper numbers are looking great
(450 campers registered already!), but
we’d love to see that number go even
higher. If every family up here convinced
a camper to come to camp, we’d be com-
pletely full for the summer! So start
thinking about your friends, family
members, neighbors, and acquaintances
who have children between the ages of 6
and 16 and spread the word for us this
summer!
~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org
574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031

Office: 269-445-2450
Cell: 269-625-8554

Home: 269-476-2767
Fax: 269-934-6979

email: pjkeirn@comcast.net

http://www.patkeirn.com

Licensed in
Michigan

How we market Camp T

FOUR LAKES COUNTRFOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLY CLUBUB

is Open to the Pubis Open to the Public!lic!
On Highway US 12, 4 Miles East of Edwardsburg 

Call 269-699-5701 f269-699-5701 for gor golfolf — 269-699-5349 f— 269-699-5349 for diningor dining

Check our Website: www.fourlakescc.com

GOLF
● Fair Course

● Well Maintained

● Reasonable Fees

DINING
FRI NITE FISH DINNERS

A Great Taste Experience

Make Reservations now for:
● Wedding Receptions
● Rehearsal Dinners
● Banquets
● Business Lunches
● Parties

● Outings

● Lessons

● Leagues

● Tee Times



Officers:
Commodore Stan Pitakos .........476-8862
Vice Commodore Pam Mullin ...........476-1080
Fleet Captain Jeff Smitley...........476-9000
Treasurer Holly Troeger........476-9898
Secretary Sandy Vitale .........476-1680

Board Members
East
Scott Troeger........................................476-9898
Jim Bolinger .........................................476-9737
Phil Vitale .............................................476-1680
Lind Harman.........................................476-2039
Bob Waddle..........................................476-2293
West
Harold Cranmer....................................476-2170
Greg Bolin ............................................476-2420
Steve Quinlan.......................................476-8802
Karen Brovold ......................................476-8862
Mike Sheffieck ......................................476-1849

E. Hill
PJ Vandewalle ................................................n/a
North
Rick Russwurm ....................................476-2407
Fred Freihofer ......................................476-9823
Mike Lutz..............................................476-2843

Bob Baucus..........................................476-2863
Cove
Vicki Rogers .........................................476-2383
South
Sue Williams ........................................476-8886  
Terry Dugan..........................................476-2814

2011 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and Bender Mold & Plastics, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick

Lake tem-
peratures
are 
provided
by Steve
Quinlan
(West
Side)



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2011 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)
$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)
$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)
$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)
$____  -  Building Improvement Fund
$____  -  Fireworks Fund
$____  -  Water Quality Program
$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program
$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)
$____  -  Safety Committee
$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

Total contribution $__________________________

Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
____________________________________________

Make checks payable to BLYC
Mail to BLYC c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East, Elkhart, IN 46514

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING - REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE - ROOFING
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

62933 Birch Rd. Office: (269) 476-2767
Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (269) 625-0818

KKEEIIRRNNCONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner



FOR SALE
MC Sailboat #618 complete w/
(2) sails, trailer and cockpit
cover; Call Harold Cranmer @
574 264 6817, $2,500  OBO

Old Towne fiberglass canoe.
New condition ... blue ...
includes new aluminum paddles.
Fifteen feet eight inches long.
$450.  Phone Bud at 476-2526

We still have about 35 Birch
Lake Totes left at 5 bucks each.
Call Bad Patty Luecht at 476-
2615.

For Sale: M-16 Sailboat.
Probably would still sail.  Will sell
for the same price I bought it for.
$0.00.  Lift included.  Contact
Stewart at 574.514.0667.  

HOMES FOR SALE
BirchLakeHomeSale.com
BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR SALE CHICAGO/LAKE-
VIEW AREA TOWNHOME
3 BR, 2 BA, fireplace, hardwood
floors, marble baths, Granite/
maple/stainless eat-in kitchen,
attached garage and tandem
parking spot.  Short walk to
Lake Michigan and Wrigley

Field!  Questions and price info.
please call Dan Soldato 574-
514-5175.

WANTED
Looking for a ride.  Attention
sunfish owners — If anyone has
a boat that needs to be exer-
cised on Sunday mornings I
would be happy to accept the
mount.  Naturally if I come in the
money I would expect to receive
a small percentage of the purse.
Contact Stewart at 476.2113.

FOR RENT.
Spacious Birch Lake home for
rent. 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
screened in patio for bug free
beautiful evenings. Non-smok-
ers only. Minimum 2 week rental
- monthly rates available.
Contact Doreen 630-816-3374.

For Rent:Beautiful 3 bedroom
cottage overlooking the beauti-
ful shore of Birch.  (That means
you would be on the north shore
looking across the lake.)  New
well and indoor plumbing.
Contact Stewart at
574.514.0667.  

WANTED TO RENT
Cottage for the 4th of July

week or longer. As our family
gets bigger our cottage gets
smaller. We need additional
space. Please call 317-371-
2490 or 574-255-8894 if you
have a cottage available. Phil &
Betsy Custard.

WORK WANTED
Ian Whiteman would like to do
some odd jobs around the lake.
He is unable to find a job as of
right now, and needs some
money to help pay for some of

his schooling.  House 476-9534;
Cell 1-269-244-0764 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Visit RBC today and
check out our prices 
BEFORE you buy! 

Take advantage of the savings at RBC without compromising quality or service

Want a classified ad in the Barker?
It’s easy! Email sailorphil@philvitale
... mail to Birch Barker, c/o Phil
Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI
49095, or put it in a plastic bag and
put it into one of the two newspaper
tubes of my cool new stone mail-
box (thanks Duane!) at the above
address on the east side of Birch
Lake ... Ads are free for bona-fide,
PAID members of the Birch Lake
Yacht Club ... if you aren’t a mem-
ber, the ad will cost you $5/week —
in advance!



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


