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Your Commodore of the lake has
returned from a week of wonder-
ful relaxation, lots of sun, surf,

and 95+ weather.  (Karen now thinks I
look like a bronze Greek God.)  I’ll be
doing a Travelogue and slide show in the
near future, so get your tickets early for
a front row seat.  Claire had a great
time, swimming, shelling, crabbing and
interacting with the Beluga whale, but
Saturday morning her first words were “
I can’t wait to get home and go swim-
ming!  I have missed the lake!!!!”  Like
Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz said, “There
is no place like home!”

I hope everyone had a good time at
the Vice-Commodore Cocktail Party.
There was a great turnout of new and

seasoned faces.  The conversation and
appetizers were outstanding. Plus we
were served very tasty and cold bever-
ages by Phil and Sandy.  Thank-you to
the set-up crew of Vice-Commodore Pam
and Rich Mullin, Bad Patti, Rick and
“Hot Rod” Patti Russwurm, Mike and
Julie Sheffieck and sister Polly, Phil and
Sandy Vitale.  Jim Bolinger, thank-you
taking over for Don and freshening up
the Yacht Club.  Also I would like to
thank the breakdown crew, but the sleep
deprivation and too many cold beverages
has muddled my brain cell and I’m not
sure who they were.  Keith & Dennis
Kinzler with the guidance of Lance pro-
vided a fine taxi ride to the west shore.
If I missed anyone, I apologize, the post-
it notes are running low.

If you didn’t get a chance to notice
the old fire pit has been reduced to a pile

2011 BLYC Calendar

Sat, June 25....................Commodore’s Party
Sat, July 2...................................Boat Parade
Sat, July 2 .......................................Fireworks
Sun, July 3........................Pancake Breakfast 
Sun, July 3 .....................Fireworks Rain Date
Sat, July 9 ......................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, July 9.........Homeowners Meeting 10 am
Sat, July 9 ....................................House-walk
Sat, July 16 ..........................Spaghetti Dinner 
Fri, July 22 ...........Women’s Golf & Luncheon 
Fri, July 29 .........................Men’s Golf Outing 
Sat, Aug. 6 .....................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, Aug. 6 .............Corn and Sausage Roast 
Sat, Aug. 27...................................Fall Dinner 
Sat, Sept. 10 ..................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, Sept. 10 ...........................Sailing Awards 
Sat, Sept. 17-24 ...............Game / Card Party
Sat, October 8 ..............Annual Chili Cook Off 
Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.

Watch the Barker for updates!

Commodore’s Comments

As proof that the climate at Birch Lake is conducive to growing plant life, a sprig of greenery is shown sprouting from a frayed rope on an East shore
boat lift.

Ahoy Maties!



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
of rubble, by our Past Commodore Bob
“Sparky” Waddle.  The forms are in
place and a new concrete pad will be
poured on Wednesday by Past, Past
Commodore Mike Lutz.  Thank-you!
The Corn and Sausage Roast crew will
have a brand new state of the art fire pit
to grill those wonderful brats, dogs and
chicken on August 6th.  Thank-you,
thank-you!!!!

Don’t forget to mark your calender
for the Commodore’s Cocktail Party on
June 25, starting at 7 p.m. at the Yacht
Club.  Bring your neighbor, appetizer
and conversation for another evening of
great company and socializing.  No there
will not be a mechanical bull, I am sorry
to say, may be we can get Stewart to do
the Sugar Lump dance instead.

I have been advised that several res-
idences have had their mail boxes van-
dalized (and from the looks of it, at least
one windshield was broken out).  Please
keep an eye out for any suspicious activi-
ty and report it to the Cass County
Sheriff at 445-2481 or call 911 if the
vandals are present.  Help to keep our
lake safe both in the water and out by
keeping an alert eye.

Speaking of the water, Claire was
welcomed home with a case of Birch
Lake “swimmers itch.”  Yippee!  So
make sure to towel off and shower soon
after leaving the water to reduce the
amount of exposure.  Stewart did you

get any itch after dumping the Sunfish
on Sunday, before the race began?  

Have a great weekend, may it be
HOT and breezy!

Your Commodore, Adonis Stan
______________________________________

Happy, Happy
Happy 46th Anniversary to Ruth

and Dennis Kinzler (West shore).
What a wonderful accomplishment.
Many blessings for another 46 years.

Also, a very Happy Birthday to
Vickie Rogers’ (cove) Mom, Bettie, who
turns the very young age of 96.  Could
you Please share a sip of your fountain
of youth?

Vice Commodore Party
WOW! is the word to describe

Saturday night’s Vice Commodore Party.
Thanks to everyone who showed up: we
saw some new faces, some that haven’t
attended in awhile and all the familiar

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the cool pix of sprouting plants in his garden ... 



faces. 
With close to 90 in attendance, I

hope everyone had some good conversa-
tion with friends while catching up and
enjoyed all the delicious appetizers and
desserts that were available.

I want to thank Karen Brovold
along with Sandy and Phil Vitale (who
are simply THE best bartenders around)
for bartending Saturday night. A special
thank you goes to Jim Bolinger (and I
hear Deb also helped) who had the
Yacht Club floor looking so shiny when
we went to set up Friday night. In fact,
the entire Yacht Club looked spotless
thanks to their efforts. 

I can’t forget my set-up crew on
Friday night: Patti and Rick Russwurm,
Sandy and Phil Vitale, Patty Luecht,
Julie and Mike Sheffieck with Julie’s sis-

ter, Polly and Rich Mullin. And of
course, I cannot thank everyone enough
who helped clean up after the event, you
late nighters know who you are!!

Well, the first of my many events as
Commodore-in-waiting is over and I
might say the night was an overwhelm-
ing success! 

Your Vice Commodore, Pam

4th of July Boat Parade
This year’s Boat Parade will be

Saturday, July 2, commencing at 2 pm.
The parade will once again begin at the
pier of our esteemed neighbor, friend
and perennial parade director Dick
Bender.  

Parade chairpersons, Eileen Golden
and Carla Chester (the latter in absentia
due to her daughter’s nuptials that same

day), are working hard to organize the
fine details of this well-loved annual
event. 

All who wish to participate are most
welcome. Multiple families are welcome
to collaborate in decorating a single ves-
sel.  Each family will receive a highly
collectible Birch Lake trophy. 

So get your creative juices flowing,
in harmony with whatever theme your
team desires.  The best boat in the
parade will receive the coveted Best of
Parade special trophy. 

Finally,  the Grand Marshall(s) for
2011 will be announced in the final
Birch Barker edition to be published just
before the 4th of July holiday weekend.
Stay tuned for breaking news on the
honorees for this year’s parade.

— Birch Lake Notes —

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS 
NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,
CHILDREN,

GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON 
OUR ROADS 

AND ON THE HILLS 
TO AND FROM 

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15MPH

Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and Bender Mold & Plastics, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick



BLYC House Walk/Art Fair 2011
It’s only three weeks until our Birch

Lake House Walk/ Art Fair on Saturday,
July 9th!!  The day’s festivities will begin
with several local artists and vendors
displaying their work at the Wozniak
barn starting at 11 am. We will have
free refreshments and several drawings
going on throughout the day. The house
walk will begin at 12 noon and, due to
favorable response from the previous
house walk, all participants will once
again be ferried from house to house by
pontoon boat. All participants must
check in at the barn to pick up their
brochures and begin their tour.

The participants will end the tour at
the barn where the artists will be dis-
playing their work until 4 pm. The last
home tour will begin by 2 pm at the lat-
est in order to finish by 3 pm so please
plan accordingly. A limited amount of
parking will be available at the barn so
please walk or carpool if possible.

Tickets are on sale for $15 in
advance and $20 on the day of the tour.
All proceeds are going to Camp
Tannadoonah for camperships (under-
privileged children).  We will be selling
tickets at the Pancake Breakfast and
door to door. Tickets can also be pur-
chased from Linda Curtis and Sue
Waddle on the East shore, Bev Kruggel
on the West shore,  Denny Weesner and
Diana Fredlake on the South shore, and
Vickie Rogers in the cove. 

The focus for the house walk this
week is the Boesler home at 15248 Birch
Lakeshore Dr. (south shore).

David and Cindi Boesler
Having lived on Baldwin Lake in

Union, MI for two years, the Boeslers
heard many times of Birch Lake to the
north.  They even set out to find it a cou-
ple of times, always ending up at
Shavehead.  But when they moved to
Edwardsburg for the schools, they need-
ed to find a place for their boat and once
again began looking around area lakes.

On a lovely Sunday afternoon in
early May of 2007, David and Cindi
finally found Birch Lake and instantly
knew why Birch was the favored and
beloved lake of the area.  Within the
week, they were looking at available
properties and by June, were moving
into their new summer lake home on the
Southwest Shore.

By the fall of the same year, they
began construction of a new sunroom,
deck and patio lakeside to increase their
living space and enjoyment of long lazy
summer days at Birch Lake.  This led to
a complete remodel project inside and
out over the next three years.

To enter the original home from the
street required the refrigerator door to
be shut and no shoes left by the door,
two things that were a bit of a challenge
to this family!  Their clever contractor
built a new entrance and relocated the
refrigerator which improved flow, gained
some additional space, and opened up a
lovely lake view from the kitchen.

Of course a remodel project is a bit
of a puzzle and one piece generally leads
to another.  Although not initially

planned, they continued to move forward
with new pieces until just about every
feature had been replaced, updated,
added, painted or moved.  With the
exception of the avocado green bathtub
in the main level bathroom!  Wanting to
keep the original tub intact, a retro
theme was created with new tile and fix-
tures. 

It was a fun and interesting journey
but summers spent with multiple con-
tractors was a bit tiring.  Luckily, the
project was wrapped up by the 4th of
July 2010 and the Boeslers could begin
to enjoy the lovely “new” home.  It was
perfect timing to break it in with the fun
lakeside festivities of the 4th and the
party that ensues with family coming in
from out of town to help celebrate.
Although normally a peaceful spot on
the lake, good hearted neighbors put up
with noise and rowdiness on the forth of
July!  And since they now have two col-
lege age children, Matt a senior at
Michigan, and Chrisina a sophomore at
Saint Mary’s College, noisy parties may
happen more than once per summer!

The Boesler’s winter home is in
Edwardsburg, a short 20 minute drive
from the lake (which is very convenient
when you forget something!)  David
works in Elkhart, and has a shorter
commute when staying at the lake,
which makes living at the lake for the
summer a delight!    

What does this family enjoy the
most about Birch Lake? The beautiful
views and peaceful and serene moments
living on Birch affords.  Sunrise and
sunsets and watching the amazing wild
life that calls Birch Lake home.  The
wonderfully relaxing boat rides and
“cocktail” cruises. Awesome neighbors!
Pulling kids on wakeboards and swim-
ming in the crystal clear water.  Runs,
walks and bike rides around the lake.
Taps and singing heard from Camp
Tannadoonah.  The delightful people
they have met and the sense of commu-
nity that is so strong here.  And in the
process of enjoying all this and more,
they enjoy most making memories for a
lifetime.

Photo by Carol Dugan



— Barker kids of the Week —

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net
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wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Katie from Chicago (above) thought Birch
Lake (Russwurm’s place) was the perfect place
to celebrate her 50th Birthday.  A good time
was had by all!

Bad Patty and Bill Luecht (left) celebrated
their 20th wedding anniversary on June 8th at
Birch Lake.  Bill said it’s been the best 3 years
of his life!



— Barker kids of the Week —

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Elliott James Steffen, the grandson of Tim & Irene Steffen (East side)
enjoys a cool dip on a hot afternoon.

Here is a picture of Brody Baucus after his graduation, with big sisters
Ashlee and Chelsie. Graduation was Sunday, June 5th, from Edwardsburg
High School.  The Baucuses are the children of Bob & Sandy Baucus
(North side).

E-mail your kid-of-the-month photos to sailorphil@philvitale.com ... or put
them in a plastic bag and drop them at my home, 63174 Birch Rd.



Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

TOM’S GARAGE & CONVENIENCE STORE
Right Beside Birch Lake

63909 Walnut Rd.
Vandalia, MI

476-2272

Becky Beers
Owner

— Barker kids of the Week —
That’s Earl Troeger round-
ing the mark (and checking
out all the sailing action)
on last weekend’s sailing
course ... thanks to Mr.
Bob for the photo.

Denise Smitley and Wrigley came out to watch the sailboat races last
weekend ... Denise said husband Jeff looked pretty good ... Wrigley said
“Woof.”

thanks to Mr. Bob for the photo



It was nice to finally race again.  A
brisk north-west wind was blowing
out of the cove making lifejackets

and long-sleeves necessary.  It was
dramatically different weather than
we all had Tuesday and Wednesday
when 90’s and high humidity smoth-
ered the lake.

We were about to begin the first
race when Mike Lutz lowered his sail
and swam his Sunfish to the
Committee boat.  While he was
milling about the starting line, his
tiller/rudder had broken apart.  They
tied his sailboat to the committee boat
where he stayed and helped them for
the first race.   Bob King, who did not
sail, then graciously towed him to
shore.  Bob had been out taking some

great sailing pictures.
Before the first race, Patty Luecht

said a few words in remembrance of
Don Harman and Blair Garceau
helped ring out 8-Bells for him.
Although unplanned, the empty sail
boat alongside the committee boat
brought to mind the riderless horse
that sometimes accompanies a funeral
procession.  From all of us sailors, rest
in peace, Don.

Thanks to Patty Luecht, Katie
Luecht, Blair Garceau, Amy Lutz, and
Deb Taghon  (and unexpectedly Mike)
who served on the committee boat.
Your help is truly appreciated.

See you at the starting line…
-Fleet Captain Jeff

Fleet Captain’s Corner

Finally, racing again!
Committee Boat Schedule
June 26 ...............................Bob & Sue Waddle
July 2 (Regatta) ..........................Karen Brovold
July 3 (Rain Date) ......................Karen Brovold
July 4 (Regatta) ..........................Karen Brovold
July 10...........................................Patty Luecht
July 17 ................................Bob & Sue Waddle
July 24 ......................................................Open
July 31...........................................Patty Luecht
August 7 .....................................Karen Brovold
August 14....................Amber & Chase Grundy
August 21 .................................................Open
August 28 ...................................Karen Brovold
Sept. 3 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 4 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 5 (Rain Date) ....................Karen Brovold

Date.....................................................12-Jun ............12-Jun..........Total ..........Season
Race....................................................1......................2 ...................Points.........Average

MC Scow
Scott Troeger  #1489 .........................2......................1 ...................3121...........1561
Jeff Smitley  #2002.............................1......................3 ...................3044...........1522
Gib Eberhart  #916.............................3......................2 ...................2965...........1483
Phil Vitale  #500..................................5......................4 ...................2665...........1333
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412............4......................6 ...................2594...........1297
Bill Luecht  #1579...............................6......................5 ...................2521...........1261
Bob King  #1199.................................DNS................DNS .............0 .................n/a
Dave Olson  #1979 ............................DNS................DNS .............0 .................n/a
Tom Howard  #1713...........................Crew...............Crew.............0 .................n/a

Date.....................................................12-Jun ............12-Jun..........Total ..........Season
Race....................................................1......................2 ...................Points.........Average

Sunfish
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)............1......................2 ...................3121...........1561
Stewart Spratt.....................................3......................1 ...................3044...........1522
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ..................2......................3 ...................2965...........1483
Bernie Garceau (Red/White/Blue).....4......................4 ...................2738...........1369
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue) ..........CB...................CB................TBD............TBD
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)..............CB...................DNS .............TBD............TBD
Erica Vitale (White).............................DNS................DNS .............0 .................n/a
Sandy Vitale (White) ..........................DNS................DNS .............0 .................n/a

Week 1 sailing results

Basic rules of sailboat racing
In sailboat racing there are no

out-of-bounds lines on the floor or
referees to call fouls. The rules are
self enforced and administered with-
in the fleet. A basic understanding of
just a few important rules will help
ensure that everyone has fun and
gets home safe. 

The specifics of the sailboat rac-
ing rules are mind-numbingly
detailed and written to cover all
potential incidents. DON’T WORRY -
You do not need to know everything
about the rules to go out and have
fun and be safe. By reading and
understanding the following rules
and terms, you should be able to get
around the course without fouling
another boat or causing an accident. 

These rules should only be
thought of as a beginning! 

To get an official copy of the complete rules, join
US Sailing at www.ussailing.org Members receive
an official copy of the current rules as a member-
ship benefit. For a plain language discussion of
the rules, look into purchasing Dave Perry’s book
entitled “Understanding the Racing Rules of
Sailing” at the same site.

RULE #1: Starboard Tack Boat Has Right-of-Way
A boat on a port tack (wind is coming over the port side of the boat) 

must give way to boat on a starboard tack

Boat on a port tack

Boat on a starboard tack



Birch Lake Sailing



Summer officially arrives in three days,
on June 21, the date of the summer sol-
stice. That is the longest day of the

year. But the date of earliest sunrise is about a
week before the solstice, while the latest sunset
occurs about a week after the solstice.  The
summer solstice marks the moment when the
sun is in it’s northernmost point in our sky,
overhead at about 23.5 degrees north latitude.  

We had a beautiful full moon earlier this
week.  It lined up opposite the Sun, so sunlight
bathed the entire lunar hemisphere that faces
Earth. June’s full Moon is known as the
Flower, Strawberry, Rose, or Honey Moon.  It
is nice to see but sometimes the brightness
overpowers other objects in the night sky, such
as meteors.  The Lyonid meteor shower peaked
this past week but because of the moon not
many were likely visible.  The Lyonid shower
is not particularly prolific in the first place, but
on any given night during the summer it is
possible to see a shooting star here at the lake.

The planet Saturn is in the southwest at
nightfall and looks like a bright golden star. A
true star of the constellation Virgo is just a
whisker away from it, so it looks like you’re
seeing double.  Look up and to the right of
Spica to find the pair.  (Remember from last
week...Arc to Arcturus and drive a spike down
to Spica?)  Saturn is much brighter than the

star next to it but the pair is unmistakable. 
Vega is the brightest star of the Summer

Triangle, which is in view all night. Vega is
well up in the east-northeast at nightfall and is
nearly directly overhead all night long. It is the
brightest star in that region of the sky, so it is
easy to spot.  The other two stars of the sum-
mer triangle are Deneb and Altair.  Each of the
three are a part of their own identifiable group
of stars.  Vega is the brightest star in Lyra, the
harp. Vega is only about 25 light-years away,
making it one of our closest neighbors. It
shines pure white, which tells us that its sur-
face is thousands of degrees hotter than the
surface of the Sun.

Deneb, the white super-giant star is part of
Cygnus, the swan.  Deneb is an Arabic word
meaning tail of the swan.  At about 1500 light
years from earth it still shines brightly because
it is so massive.  An airliner traveling at it’s
normal speed would take about a decade to cir-
cle Deneb’s equator.  

Altair, the Arabic word for eagle, is the
third point in the summer triangle.  It is the
brightest star in the constellation Aquila, the
eagle and is about 17 light years from home.
Like the other two stars in the triangle Altair is
a white, super hot star, much hotter than our
sun.  It can be found in the south or south east
a good distance from Deneb and Vega.  I

remind myself that Altair is out there ... away
from Vega and Deneb, but still an anchor of
the triangle.  

Look for Saturn and the summer triangle
tonight and throughout the summer.  The trian-
gle will be visible until Christmas and beyond.
Saturn too will be in the night sky for months
to come.  Track it’s motion against the back-
ground of stars.  Next week we’ll cover some
new ground and maybe tell some stories.  Until
then, the show’s free, get out there and enjoy it.
-Stu Spratt

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

Summer arrives June 21

The Moon for June 18, 2011 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.865 

3.4 days after full moon



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) You may want to
get a little extra rest. You are prone to infec-
tions and fevers. Entertainment should include
the whole family or a lot of your friends. You
can make favorable real estate offers this
week. Don’t rely on others to handle the work-
load.  Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21) Get together with
people who stimulate you mentally. Read
some books on self awareness. You can learn
from those who have had similar experiences.
You will be extremely receptive to new and
progressive methods at work.  Your lucky day
this week will be Tuesday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Get involved in
sports groups or hobbies that attract you.
Think be fore you act. Unforeseen circum-
stances will disrupt your daily routine. Get
back into the swing of things. You are best to
keep your money tied up in a safe and secure
place.  Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Past partners are
likely to reappear. Your personal secrets may
be revealed if you let coworkers in on your
family dilemmas. Your ideas may be a little
ahead of their time; don’t push them, instead
just continue working on development. Don’t
rely on others to handle the workload.  Your
lucky day this week will be Friday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Your outgoing nature
will surprise others this week. Be prepared to
counteract the damage that adversaries are
about to create. Be prepared for an active but
rewarding day. Catch up on correspondence.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) You will be quite
excitable this week. You should get out and
enjoy social events where you are likely to
meet new potential mates; however, don’t over
spend. Keep your thoughts to yourself for the
time being. Don’t be too quick to judge your
loved ones.  Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) Avoid purchasing
expensive items. You will be able to get along
well with colleagues. Be careful when dealing
with female members of your family. New part-
nerships will develop if you join investment
groups.  Your lucky day this week will be
Monday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) You may find
yourself caught in the middle of an argument
that has nothing to do with you. Friends and
relatives may not understand your needs. Do
not allow colleagues to hinder your ambitions.
Favors will be offered readily.  Your lucky day
this week will be Sunday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) You’ll
regret every word for some time to come. Your

temper could get the better of you if you con-
front personal situations. Opportunities to get
involved in investment groups will payoff. You
can do well on stage or behind the scenes, the
choice is yours.  Your lucky day this week will
be Monday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) If you
haven’t planned a vacation, then at least try to
get away for the weekend. You can expect to
experience delays or additional red tape if you
deal with institutions. Do not let the reactions
of others get you going. You haven’t been
watching your spending habits and you may
have been neglecting your duties.  Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) Uncertain
changes regarding your personal life are evi-
dent. Be prepared to have relatives or close
friends introduce you to new and exciting indi-
viduals. Catch up on overdue phone calls and
correspondence. You will be emotional about
money matters.  Your lucky day this week will
be Sunday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You will enjoy lav-
ish forms of entertainment and should con-
sider making arrangements early.
Moneymaking opportunities will surface. Read
between the lines before you sign your name.
Keep important information to yourself.  Your
lucky day this week will be Friday. 

Birch LLake HHoroscopeBirch LLake HHoroscope

Sales
Service
Storage

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET

Avalon Pontoons

Moomba
Speedboats



Looking for something different? Try this Pork
Tenderloin. I served it with mashed potatoes. Yum!

What to Drink?  Pinot Noir 

Yield 4 servings
Ingredients
■ 2 pounds pork tenderloin
■ 1/2 teaspoon salt
■ 1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
■ 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
■ 1/2 onion, thinly sliced
■ 1 stalk celery, chopped
■ 2 cups red wine
■ 1 (.75 ounce) packet dry brown gravy mix

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350

degrees F (175 degrees C). 
2. Place pork in a 9x13 inch

baking dish, and sprinkle meat
with salt, pepper and garlic pow-
der. Top with onion and celery, and
pour wine over all. 

3. Bake in the preheated oven for 45 minutes. 
4. When done baking, remove meat from baking dish, and

place on a serving platter. Pour gravy mix into baking dish
with wine and cooking juices, and stir until thickened. Slice
meat, and cover with the gravy. 

~Birch Lake Recipes~

L R S E G S E A G U L L S B L U E G I A

A Z E B R A M U S S N B Y B E U H F R T

R S N A P P E R S O T F R A A S S O L D

G L F R O G S E T U I R C O I H D P Y E

E T D S L T O A D S E P W F R G S Z D E

M E A M I N N O W I M E G O N R F E U Z

O A O M O S M A L L M O U T H S A B C A

U B A S S F E S P G D C I S C O A R K N

T C L Y L N W S D E E S W M U C S A S U

H G G N W O M O C S R R W S H W C M R U

R M A W N A C L A M A C W A O C R U S C

A U R N L F K C U S O S H B N S A S N R

I E I C S I T O B R O W N S E S W S A I

N M G S R L N O E E A I L L N E F E K C

B C W S H A K T E S A P T O W R I L E S

G G E E S I P S S R E R O P S A S S S S

E E N K L S W P L S U T R E T B H R U T

F R E D E Y E S I T R A O S N A K R E W

N M U S K R A T S E C B L U E G I L L T

F S B A E R R L P O S C C C O C K S E W

Burgundy Pork Tenderloin

CRITTERS THAT LIVE IN BIRCH LAKE ... HOW MANY CAN YOU FIND?

MULBERRY
CEDAR
PINE
BUCKEYE
HAWTHORN
WEEPING WILLOW
WALNUT
SYCAMORE
TULIP
SASSAFRAS

BIRCH
ELM
MAPLE
BUTTERNUT
HICKORY
COTTONWOOD
ASPEN
APPLE
PAW PAW
ASH

CATALPA
FIR
OAK
REDBUD
LOCUST
CHERRY
MAGNOLIA
DOGWOOD

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

Last week’s
answers 

(the trees of
Birch Lake)



Pamper yourself with any one 
of our signature services:

● Massage ● European Facial ● Body
Treatment ● Manicure ● Pedicure ● Odorless

Artificial Nails and Gel Polish Overlays 
● Full Service Hair Salon and more!! 

Mention this ad and get 
10% off your first service!

Harvey St

X

McKinley St.

Satori Salon and Spa
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Satori Salon and Spa
11920 McKinley Street
Jones, Michigan 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Certified Organic!

Experience the 
“Natural” difference

Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

May 2011 Fire EMS Response Time Study (In Minutes)

Porter Fire Serving South Porter Newberg Fire serving North Porter Porter Fire Serving Mason

Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments

5/30/2011 9:58 10:15 17 5/30/2011 11:12 11:26 14 5/6/2011 4:08 4:24 16

5/4/2011 13:10 13:27 17 5/10/2011 9:58 10:13 15

5/5/2011 19:19 19:44 25 5/23/2011 14:54 15:06 12

5/17/2011 5:40 5:41 1

5/20/2011 0:33 0:59 26

5/22/2011 3:37 3:57 20

5/26/2011 5:50 5:51 1

Ave = 15 minutes Ave = 14 Minutes Ave = 14 minutes

Porter EMS serving South Porter Newberg EMS serving North Porter Porter EMS Serving Mason

Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments Date Time into 

911

Time into 

station

Time 1st 

responder

on scene

Response

time

Comments

5/5/2011 21:24 21:36 12 5/2/2011 17:15 17:33 18 5/2/2011 11:09 11:26 17

5/6/2011 2:31 2:32 1 5/30/2011 11:12 Support FD not used 5/3/2011 17:47 17:58 11

5/8/2011 9:25 9:41 16 5/4/2011 15:25 15:30 5

5/8/2011 12:28 12:34 6 5/5/2011 11:30 11:42 12

5/9/2011 23:56 0:09 13 5/8/2011 7:46 8:04 18

5/15/2011 15:13 15:16 3 5/9/2011 9:05 9:11 6

5/15/2011 17:30 17:35 5 5/9/2011 18:12 18:26 14

5/21/2011 10:30 10:40 10 5/11/2011 7:42 7:54 12

5/21/2011 16:58 17:04 6 5/12/2011 14:32 14:43 11

5/21/2011 20:15 20:23 8 5/13/2011 23:25 23:52 27

5/22/2011 19:17 19:38 21 5/14/2011 17:39 17:50 11

5/23/2011 8:21 8:25 4 5/15/2011 12:21 12:36 15

5/23/2011 17:05 17:20 15 Ave = 18 minutes 5/16/2011 17:29 17:38 9

5/23/2011 17:06 17:12 6 5/17/2011 21:04 21:11 7

5/25/2011 21:52 22:13 21 5/19/2011 17:02 17:10 8

5/30/2011 4:04 4:22 18 5/24/2011 22:11 22:25 14

5/30/2011 9:09 9:18 9 5/30/2011 23:09 23:31 22

5/31/2011 22:22 22:38 16 Ave = 11 Minutes Ave = 13 Minutes

Bev’s CCustom SSewing
& Embroidering

Sewing, Alterations

Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit

Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized

hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters
for weddings, anniversaries, graduations 

(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389
13475 Harvey Street, Jones
bevscustomsewing@live.com

http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/
Visit/bookmark the URL — This is intended to be a cyber destination for Birch Lake items of interest ... ideas: a repository for Sunfish graphic with part numbers,
etc./list of MC sail makers with links / links to class websites - if there are things that occur, let us know ...  Thanks Mr. Bob!



This week has been our staff training week at camp.
We’ve been getting everything set up and cleaned
and organized all week, and we are so ready for

campers to arrive on Sunday!
The first week of camp this year is Holidaze Week, and

we’ll be celebrating a different holiday every day!  Sunday
is Valentine’s Day, Monday is St. Patrick’s Day, Tuesday is
Easter, Wednesday is the 4th of July, Thursday is
Halloween, Friday is Thanksgiving, and Saturday is
Christmas.  We have an Easter Egg Hunt, Thanksgiving
Dinner, and many other festive events planned for the
week. 

On Thursday night, for Halloween, we’ll be taking the
kids Trick-or-Treating around the lake! We have about 80
kids registered for camp, and we’ll split them into two
groups of around 40 kids and 10 or so counselors. If you’re
home, come on out to check out their costumes and hear
them sing some camp songs. Candy is certainly not a
requirement, but the kids would sure enjoy it! We’ll proba-
bly make it about half way down the west side (approx
Niezgodski’s), and a little way down the east side (approx
Vitale’s) with our groups. 

Last week was the annual People of Praise rental
week, and you probably heard them singing and cheering
in the evenings, and saw them out on the lake with their
swimmers, canoers, and tubers! This year they brought 88
campers and about 50 staff. This was the 22nd year they
have been renting a week at Camp Tannadoonah. 

We have two or three “specialty” activities each week

this year. These activities are only offered for one or two (or
a few) weeks of the summer. The first week we have a bas-
ketball camp coached by Mr. Neil, who is a member of the
Camp Fire board and an attorney in the South Bend area.
He has coached youth league basketball in the past, and
volunteered to work a week of camp this summer. 

Another first week specialty activity is Art Camp. We
have some great volunteers coming up to teach a day dur-
ing the week. Debbie Bolinger will be teaching a day of
painting, and Carol Dugan will be teaching a day on pho-
tography. We also have a counselor on our staff, Mr. J.P.,
who has a degree in sculpture, and he will be teaching two
days of ceramics - one day to form their creations, and a
second day to paint them. On the final art day of the week,
Miss Sue Felix, our assistant director, will be helping our
artists design and paint a mural here at camp!

Finally, Miss Kelsey will be teaching a week of
German. She plans to teach the kids all about holiday tra-
ditions in Germany, some German holiday songs, and some
conversational German to impress their friends when they
go home. She’ll also be offering German during All Ball
week, and will teach two weeks of Arabic at the end of the
summer as well!

We’re so excited for the start of camp, and our camper
numbers continue to look amazing. We’re currently (as of
6/14) at 487 campers, which is just 8 shy of last year’s
FINAL total of 495! It looks like it’s going to be a booming
year here at camp and we can’t wait to kick it off. 
~Miss Amber; amber@tannadoonah.org; 574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031

Office: 269-445-2450
Cell: 269-625-8554

Home: 269-476-2767
Fax: 269-934-6979

email: pjkeirn@comcast.net

http://www.patkeirn.com

Licensed in
Michigan

Camp is here!

FOUR LAKES COUNTRFOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLY CLUBUB

is Open to the Pubis Open to the Public!lic!
On Highway US 12, 4 Miles East of Edwardsburg 

Call 269-699-5701 f269-699-5701 for gor golfolf — 269-699-5349 f— 269-699-5349 for diningor dining

Check our Website: www.fourlakescc.com

GOLF
● Fair Course

● Well Maintained

● Reasonable Fees

DINING
FRI NITE FISH DINNERS

A Great Taste Experience

Make Reservations now for:
● Wedding Receptions
● Rehearsal Dinners
● Banquets
● Business Lunches
● Parties

● Outings

● Lessons

● Leagues

● Tee Times



RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING - REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE - ROOFING
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

62933 Birch Rd. Office: (269) 476-2767
Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (269) 625-0818

KKEEIIRRNNCONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner

BLYC 51st ANNUAL
MENS GOLF OUTING

(4-MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)
JULY 29, 2011 — $70/man

SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd., Three Rivers, MI — Shotgun start at NOON; dinner at BLYC at 6 pm

* must have registrations by July 20th.
All par three’s big prizes, including a hole in one for $10,000 

Additional Information
* team prizes and contests
* dinner only, $28 per person
* dinner includes 10oz. prime rib, side 

salads, corn on the cob.
* lunch not included but the club has complete 

restaurant and beverage service availability. 
* prizes awarded during dinner.
* the mens’ and ladies’ outing is looking for
donations of door prizes. If you have access to

logo merchandise that could be donated to one
or both, please contact Bob or Stu at
rebauc@aol.com or slsvb1@comcast.net
. We have need for 80 players in the mens’ and
40 players in the womens’ event.

* Send entries to Bob Baucus, 
19470 Starbrick Rd., Edwardsurg, MI 49112

*checks should be made out to BLYC

Foursome Information
Team Captain:

______________________________________

Total Enclosed $_________________

Please Print Players names:

July 16

$7/adults; $5/kids
Tickets are on sale NOW — Buy yours at the Commodore’s

Cocktail Party June 25, or contact any member of Team Eastside



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2011 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program

$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

Total contribution $__________________________

Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________

____________________________________________

Make checks payable to BLYC
Mail to BLYC c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East, Elkhart, IN 46514

Officers:
Commodore Stan Pitakos .........476-8862
Vice Commodore Pam Mullin ...........476-1080
Fleet Captain Jeff Smitley...........476-9000
Treasurer Holly Troeger........476-9898
Secretary Sandy Vitale .........476-1680

Board Members
East
Scott Troeger........................................476-9898
Jim Bolinger .........................................476-9737

Phil Vitale .............................................476-1680
Lind Harman.........................................476-2039
Bob Waddle..........................................476-2293
West
Harold Cranmer....................................476-2170
Greg Bolin ............................................476-2420
Steve Quinlan.......................................476-8802
Karen Brovold ......................................476-8862
Mike Sheffieck ......................................476-1849
E. Hill
PJ Vandewalle ................................................n/a

North
Rick Russwurm ....................................476-2407
Fred Freihofer ......................................476-9823
Mike Lutz..............................................476-2843
Bob Baucus..........................................476-2863
Cove
Vicki Rogers .........................................476-2383
South
Sue Williams ........................................476-8886  
Terry Dugan..........................................476-2814

2011 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



FOR SALE
MC Sailboat #618 complete w/ (2)
sails, trailer and cockpit cover; Call
Harold Cranmer @ 574 264 6817,
$2,500  OBO

Melges MC sailboat #581, original
owner, beautiful yellow deck and green
trim with varnished wood spray rail and
tiller. Two sails, full cover. Custom MC
trailer. Beautiful condition $2500 com-
plete. Rigged and ready to sail. Also
have 1000# aluminum Shore Station
lift, $500.   Bruce Harlan 574-340-0345

Old Towne fiberglass canoe. New
condition ... blue ... includes new alu-
minum paddles.  Fifteen feet eight inch-
es long.  $450.  Phone Bud at 476-2526

We still have about 35 Birch Lake

Totes left at 5 bucks each.  Call Bad
Patty Luecht at 476-2615.

For Sale: M-16 Sailboat.  Probably
would still sail.  Will sell for the same
price I bought it for.  $0.00.  Lift includ-
ed.  Contact Stewart at 574.514.0667.  

HOMES FOR SALE
BirchLakeHomeSale.com
BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR SALE CHICAGO/LAKEVIEW
AREA TOWNHOME — 3 BR, 2 BA,
fireplace, hardwood floors, marble
baths, Granite/maple/stainless eat-in
kitchen, attached garage and tandem
parking spot.  Short walk to Lake
Michigan and Wrigley Field!  Questions
and price info. please call Dan Soldato
574-514-5175.

FOR RENT.
Spacious Birch Lake home for rent. 4
bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, screened in
patio for bug free beautiful evenings.
Non-smokers only. Minimum 2 week
rental - monthly rates available. Contact
Doreen 630-816-3374.

For Rent:Beautiful 3 bedroom cottage
overlooking the beautiful shore of Birch.
(That means you would be on the north
shore looking across the lake.)  New
well and indoor plumbing.  Contact
Stewart at 574.514.0667.  

WORK WANTED
Ian Whiteman would like to do some
odd jobs around the lake. He is unable
to find a job as of right now, and needs
some money to help pay for some of his
schooling.  House 476-9534; Cell 1-
269-244-0764 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Visit RBC today and
check out our prices 
BEFORE you buy! 

Take advantage of the savings at RBC without compromising quality or service

Want a classified ad in the Barker? It’s
easy! Email sailorphil@philvitale ... mail to
Birch Barker, c/o Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch
Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095, or put it in a plastic
bag and put it into one of the two newspa-
per tubes of my cool new stone mailbox
(thanks Duane!) at the above address on
the east side of Birch Lake ... Ads are free
for bona-fide, PAID members of the Birch
Lake Yacht Club ... if you aren’t a member,
the ad will cost you $5/week — in advance!

Lake temperatures are provided by Steve Quinlan  (West Side)



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


