
It’s time to write my article and I can
see 2 big old bass right out in front
just off the pier.  Ah but Phil will be

wondering what to fill my space with if I
don’t send something to him tonight.
I’m sure he’ll be glad to have someone
else to write this.  Well as long as they
don’t wait until the last minute … Hear
that Pam?  Knowing you; you already
have all of next year’s articles written or
at least outlined.  

Speaking of Pam! Have you gotten
your tickets for the Fall Dinner?  August
27th and at a bargain price of $20 per
person for a Polish feast.  Come and
show your support for the new adminis-
tration.  Pam will be introducing her
Vice Commodore.  I wonder why she
wouldn’t tell me who it is?  We will also
be filling the board with new members
or old board members who will be re-
upping for another term.  See who repre-
sents your interest on your shore.  

Sales Staff await your orders.  Oh
yes don’t forget Camp T will be doing
their Silent Auction that evening as
well.  

Hey Keith where were you Saturday
last week?  Karen and I tried to take you
up on your Birthday beer.  It was OK,
we spent time with our other friends in
the middle of the lake.  At least for a
short while.  I got the Wave Runner
home and covered it and the sailboat
with seconds to spare.

The Van Huffels were awfully glad
to have booked the Yacht Club as a
backup location for an anniversary
party.  The Weather Channel called
another one just right.  Mike Lutz now
knows why you keep all of the springs
and install them on your boat lift’s
canopy.  His started to become a rather
large sail.  

Here’s hoping today (Saturday) will
be calm and dry so we can all can enjoy
one of the last weekends before summer
comes to and end and the kids go back
to school.  

Yes, kids I said it back to school.  By
the time you read this many students
will have already been enjoying just
that.  Please remember do not pass the
school bus when the lights are flashing.
WE want to have a safe school year.  So
we can all enjoy the wonders of Birch
Lake.  

Here’s a sure sign that Fall is
around the corner.  Camp “T” has
already pulled their piers and the swim-
ming area is cleared.  A big hand to all

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the red newspaper box at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), or mail to: Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI 49031,
or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want the materials returned.  To contact us by phone, call

Phil at (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Stan Pitakos at  (269) 476-8862.   -Phil Vitale, editor

2011 BLYC Calendar

Sat, Aug. 27...................................Fall Dinner 

Sat, Sept. 10 ..................Board Meeting 9 am

Sat, Sept. 10 ...........................Sailing Awards 

Sat, Sept. 17-24 ...............Game / Card Party

Sat, October 8 ..............Annual Chili Cook Off 

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.

Watch the Barker for updates!

Commodore’s Comments

Procrastinating on an off week

© Copyright 2011, The Birch Lake Yacht Club
Weekend of August 20, 2011

The official publication of the
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

Thanks (once again) to Mr. Bob for the closeup of the bumble bee on the pretty yellow flower (sorry, no color this week ...)



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
who helped last weekend with the Camp
clean up.  Hats off to all who lend a
hand.  

See you at the Fall Dinner.
-Still High and Dry Commodore

Sausage Fest returns
It’s that time once again, the

Kinzler’s (west side) 5th annual Sausage
Fest returns to the west side of Birch
Lake Aug 19-21st. It’s the growing and
ever-popular, all-guys trip to the lake
house. You may remember the waterski-
ing pirate and hot dog. This year we
may be visited by the waterskiing
dynamic duo. “Holy sausage fest
Batman.” We won the waterski contrap-
tion contest last year and our R&D team
has been working feverously on this
years’ entry to defend our title. (Sorry
Stu). Don’t be alarmed if you see 30+
guys barbequing in matching sausage
fest t-shirts. So be on the lookout for the
“dancing sausage” and our new laser
light show at night.

You are welcome to stop by for a
game of bags, beer darts & pong, and
the coldest beer on Birch Lake! 

Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday to Brody Baucus,

son of Bob & Sandy (north shore), who
celebrated his 18th birthday this past
Thursday (on the 11th) and just moved
into Central Michigan University this
past weekend.  

Fall Dinner fast approaching!
Mark you calendars as Saturday,

August 27th is the date of the Fall
Dinner. The ticket ladies are ready with
tickets for you to purchase. Remember
adult tickets are $20.00 and children
tickets are $8.00 (aged 5 to 10) for the
delicious Polish Feast being planned. 

Ticket ladies are:  Le King
(Northside); Karen Brovold (Westside);
Sue Williams (Southside); Vickie Rogers
(Cove) and Lynn Decocker and Patty
Luecht (Eastside).

The new Vice-Commodore to be and
I hope to see everyone at the Fall
Dinner. Any questions (except who the
new Vice-Commodore is), call me at 476-
1080.

-Vice-Commodore Pam

Photo return
Note from the editor: many people

over the year who have sent in photos
for use in the Birch Barker have not
made arrangements to have them

returned.  I will take my stash of photos
to the fall dinner ... if you want yours
back, hopefully it will be among them.

-pv

Farewell Appreciation
We would like to invite everyone up

to Tom’s for a Farewell Appreciation on
Sept. 5, 2011 from 10 am  to 3 pm.  Hot
dogs and Cake on the menu.  

-Becky Beers

Totes & Lunchbags begone ...
There are no more totes or lunch

bags.  Watch next year for the for the
“Birch Lake Commemorative Product of
2012!” (suggestions welcome — contact
Bad Patty at: pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Unexpected Pets
There we were, dozing in our chairs

around the campfire, gazing into the
flames.  The three of us had had a busy
day of fishing and cleaning up after a
supper of walleye pike. We talked briefly
of the fish catch and the sequence of
events of the day – the fire, the tent, the
presence of mosquitoes at dusk, the clear
sky, and the moon overhead.

We were paying attention to the
perimeter of light that surrounded our
campfire and the reflections off our near-
by tent.  Darkness closed like a blanket
around us.  We were contented and
weary from the day.  All of a sudden we
were aware of movement  somewhere in
the darkness.  As we adjusted our eyes



in the dimmed light… there was a
large rabbit, nibbling at the grass
around the edge of the cleared
campsite.   Surprise!! There was
another rabbit, then another, till
there were fifteen or twenty rab-
bits, all edging closer and closer
and all eating the short-cropped
grass.  We were completely sur-
rounded by Snowshoe rabbits!
When we made a move, they
would scamper, almost flying, into
identifiable pathways.  Within
minutes they were back. It was
pretty funny to watch their quiet

return.  
We speculated that there must

be a  multitude of rabbits in these
Canadian woods.  If we were very
quiet and didn’t move, the rabbits
were at our feet.  Moving very
slowly we could squat and, with
one finger, pet their necks while
they ate.  After the amusement
waned and we were tired of our
new-found pets, we retired into the
tent for the night.  The next night,
… guess what … the same rabbits
were back!

-Duffy Dufour

— Birch Lake Notes —

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

TOM’S GARAGE & CONVENIENCE STORE
Right Beside Birch Lake

63909 Walnut Rd.
Vandalia, MI

476-2272

Becky Beers
Owner

ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements



Visit RBC today and
check out our prices 
BEFORE you buy! 

Take advantage of the savings at RBC without compromising quality or service

— Barker kids of the Week —

ABOVE: 4th generation of Birch Lake Gablemans & Grandma Claudia
Phipps.  Left to right is Macey, Taylor, Parker, Grams and Layla.

ABOVE RIGHT: Cameron Petty with his puppy, Lola.  Cameron loves
swimming and riding his scooter as fast as he can down the North Shore!

BOTTOM RIGHT: Lily Bergan, age 1, granddaughter of Jim & Linda
Bergan (Cove), had a sleep over at her grandparents’ home recently ... As
you can see, Gus always enjoys her visits.

send your kid-of-the-week photos to sailorphil@philvitale.com



— Barker kids of the Week —

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Katie  Luecht (east side) was 18 on August 4th and has been coming to
Birch Lake since she was 1 month old! Unbelievable! 

Our beautiful grandchildren, Dominic and Alessandra (east shore)
cheesing it up at hour house were just too cute to not be Kids of the week   

send your kid-of-the-week photos to sailorphil@philvitale.com



Thank you to all of the wonder-
ful volunteers who came out to
Camp last Saturday and

helped us with the cleanup! We don’t
generally have such an early camp
clean up day, but this year we had a
rental group that followed directly
after our camp season ended, which
meant that we had to leave some of
the jobs we normally do at the end of
the season undone. 

I know that it was a busy week-
end for many people, and we appreci-
ate that people took some time on a
Saturday to come give us a hand! We
had a hard-working crew of about 20
people, including several Birch
Lakers, and got everything done
faster than I expected. 

This week was the first week I
spent in the Camp Fire office in my
new role as Executive Director. It was
a busy week trying to get the office
organized and develop a fall work
plan. First up is the Silent Auction to
be held during next weekend’s Birch
Lake Fall Dinner at camp. 

We have a lot of exciting items in

this year’s auction, and we will be uti-
lizing an open bidding format this
year (unlike last year’s closed bids).
Last year’s auction was a huge suc-
cess, and we hope that this year’s will
be just as good or better! 

Here are some of the items up for
bid:
■ Dinner for 8 at Camp Tannadoonah
— prepared by Deb Taghon
■ Bluegill Dinner at the DeCocker
home — caught and prepared by Tom
DeCocker
■ One week at a condo in Florida —
donated by Barb and Jon Rondot 
■ One—of—a—kind mailbox — paint-
ed by Deb Bolinger
■ Three stained glass pieces — by
Marty McKiernan
■ Four tickets to the Nov 20th Bears
game vs. the San Diego Chargers  —
donated by Chris Kolber
■ Notre Dame athletics tickets —
donated by Tom Nevala
■ Four Club—Level tickets and a
parking pass for the Dec 18th Bears
game vs. the Seattle Seahawks—
donated by Pat & Sue Williams

■ Custom etched—glass pieces — by
Amber Grundy
■ Four tickets to a South Bend
Symphony Orchestra show plus a
backstage pass
■ Studebaker Museum Tickets
■ Foursome with golf lesson from
Signal Point Golf Club
■ Foursome with golf lesson from
Juday Creek Golf Course
■ $25 gift card to Corndance restau-
rant
■ Framed Artwork (photographs and
paintings) from Tannadoonah campers
■ Framed Artwork donated by Bob
and Leslie King
■ Apollo Marine Gift Certificates
■ Furniture piece by Ben Wozniak 
■ Two Bottles of wine from Wyncroft
Winery
■ Three—piece Power Tool set —
donated by John and Lois Groszek

We hope to see many Birch Lakers
at the dinner next weekend! 

~Miss Amber~
amber@tannadoonah.org

574—217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031

Office: 269-445-2450
Cell: 269-625-8554

Home: 269-476-2767
Fax: 269-934-6979

email: pjkeirn@comcast.net

http://www.patkeirn.com

Licensed in
Michigan

Thanks to the volunteers!

FOUR LAKES COUNTRFOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLY CLUBUB

is Open to the Pubis Open to the Public!lic!
On Highway US 12, 4 Miles East of Edwardsburg 

Call 269-699-5701 f269-699-5701 for gor golfolf — 269-699-5349 f— 269-699-5349 for diningor dining

Check our Website: www.fourlakescc.com

GOLF
● Fair Course

● Well Maintained

● Reasonable Fees

DINING
FRI NITE FISH DINNERS

A Great Taste Experience

Make Reservations now for:
● Wedding Receptions
● Rehearsal Dinners
● Banquets
● Business Lunches
● Parties

● Outings

● Lessons

● Leagues

● Tee Times



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

ESTABLISHED 1950
Specialists in 

LAKE REAL ESTATE
Visit our website 

showcasing 
lake properties 

on 100 lakes 
in Southwest Michigan

WWW.jerdon.net

Contact Floyd Jerdon
or Tom Jerdon today!

(269) 782-4000 

Thank you Birch Lake for the
opportunity to provide the
corn for last weekend’s Corn
& Sausage Roast ... It was my
pleasure to serve you!

The Company holiday program

Before the first Jingle Bell, turkey
carving, or Ho Ho Ho, “The Company”
gets you into the Holiday spirit with
their annual “Singin’ and Dancin’ into
the holidays,” this year aptly named, “A
Merry Como Christmas.”  Shows will be
on Nov. 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 and 19. Curtain
time is 8 pm, with a 7:30 warm-up.
Ticket Prices are $10 for seniors,  and
$11 for adults and children. 

Shows will be at the Battell Center
Theatre, 904 North Main Street,
Mishawaka, IN. For information or to
reserve tickets call  574-243-7704,or
check the www.thecompanyplayers.com 

Tickets will be available at the
Battell Center from 9-5, or at the door. 



Last Sunday we had a preview of
fall with cooler temperatures
and low hanging steel-gray

clouds.  If it was any cooler, lake effect
rain would have been a possibility but
thankfully we stayed dry.  The wind
was from the north, spilling over the
Camp’s cliff onto the water.  It was
fairly steady in pressure but was
shifty throughout the course not just
at the windward mark.  It’s been a
long time since there hasn’t been a
day without drifter moments during
the race.

In fact, there was one moment in
the first race that was a definite
attention getter.  As the MC’s were
running downwind nearing the lee-

ward mark, a strong gust of wind hit
a group of boats.  It hit me first as I
was the trailing boat.  The sudden
shift in wind direction caused an
unexpected gybe.  (For you landlub-
bers, that’s when your boom suddenly
moves from one side of the boat to the
other side.  If you don’t duck quickly,
you can get a good sized bump.) 

We also experienced one of the
few times a moving watercraft has a
right-of-way over a sailboat.  Chas’s
brother Dave Grundy “biked” out to
the committee boat during the first
race on a large tricycle paddle boat.
We don’t usually see human powered
craft while racing, but it was no prob-
lem giving way.   He tied up to the

committee boat and helped them for
the rest of the day.

I want to thank My Lovely Bride,
Chas, Amber and Avery Grundy and
Dave Grundy for running the commit-
tee boat.  Again, without volunteers,
we can’t have a race.

See you at the starting line…
-Fleet Captain Jeff

Fleet Captain’s Corner
A preview of fall sailing

Committee Boat Schedule
August 21 ...................Mike and Julie Sheffieck
August 28 ...................................Karen Brovold
Sept. 3 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 4 (Regatta) ........................Karen Brovold
Sept. 5 (Rain Date) ....................Karen Brovold

Date...................................................14-Aug ...................14-Aug..................Total .................Season .....................Races.................................%
Race......................................................16...........................17 ....................Points.................Average.....................Finished ...................Finished
Sailor..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
MC Scow.....................................................................................................................................................................17 ..........................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 .............................1.............................1 .....................23078 ...................1539 .......................15 ................................88.2%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ................................2.............................3 .....................25046 ...................1473 .......................17 ..............................100.0%
Bob King  #1199.....................................8.............................8 .....................18029 ...................1387 .......................13 ................................76.5%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ..................................6.............................6 .....................20567 ...................1371 .......................15 ................................88.2%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 ................4.............................2 .....................22607 ...................1330 .......................17 ..............................100.0%
Dave Olson  #1979 .............................DNS .......................DNS ..................13207 ...................1321 .......................10 ................................58.8%
Phil Vitale  #500 .....................................3.............................5 .....................22143 ...................1303 .......................17 ..............................100.0%
Gib Eberhart  #916.................................5.............................4 .....................17504 ...................1250 .......................13 ................................76.5%
Tom Howard  #1713...............................7.............................7 .....................16567....................1183........................16 ................................94.1%
Rick Harman #379...............................DNS..........................9 ......................1024 ....................1024 .......................1 ....................................5.9%

Sunfish ........................................................................................................................................................................17 ..........................................
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)..............DNS .......................DNS ..................23763 ...................1584 .......................15 ................................88.2%
Stewart Spratt ........................................1.............................1 .....................15220 ...................1522 .......................10 ................................58.8%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green)....................DNS .......................DNS ..................11712....................1464 .......................8 ..................................47.1%
Chris of the Scofields ..........................DNS .......................DNS ...................5853 ....................1463 .......................4 ..................................23.5%
Erica Vitale (White)..............................DNS .......................DNS ...................5707 ....................1427 .......................4 ..................................23.5%
Sandy Vitale (White)............................DNS .......................DNS ...................2817 ....................1409 .......................2 ..................................11.8%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..................2.............................2 .....................22234 ...................1390 .......................16 ................................94.1%
Bernie Garceau (Red/White/Blue).......DNS .......................DNS ...................2738 ....................1369 .......................2 ..................................11.8%
Peter Soldoto .........................................3 ..........................DNF ..................13217 ...................1322 .......................7 ..................................41.2%
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue) ............DNS .......................DNS ...................6482 ....................1296 .......................5 ..................................29.4%

Season sailing standings

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, howev-
er sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish)
DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if
5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as
7th place). 
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races need-
ed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season
average place as of that date - counted toward season total. 
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40
squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) 
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted 
Crew - Counted toward completed races. Points go to skipper of
boat.



Water Quality Program
Water Quality Committee Lake

Management Report
Terry Dugan, Rick Russwurm,

Gordon Seyfarth,  Bruce Wagner,
Paul Fallon, Chairman

Last week the graphs for the chloro-
phyll concentrations from 1999-2010 and
the corresponding Carlson Trophic
Indexes were somehow transposed in
the communications.  

Terry Dugan produced the product
based on a single lesson from his
youngest son and thus was on the early
slope of the learning curve.  

The graphs on this page should
more properly represent the data dis-
cussed.  Again, although the chlorophyll
concentrations bounce around a bit, they
are still in a range indicating good lake
health and fit into the oligotrophic
boundary.  

The key is they are not increasing
yearly and the last two years were some
of the lowest.  The corresponding
Carlson Trophic Index scores for the
chlorophyll levels are also on the shoul-
der of oligotrophic to mesotrophic, and
again without any indication of increas-
ing.  

Again, it will be interesting to follow
both of these graphs when we have
another ten years of data.  Within the
next couple of weeks we will provide
information on dissolved oxygen in the
lake and what that has and can tell us
about the health and aging of the lake.

Purple Loosestrife 
Management Program

The Birch Lake Water Quality
Committee started the Purple
Loosestrife Management Program in
2000. The program has been very effec-
tive, in 2000 we had 10 sites located on
all shores of the lake some of which were
very dense. We continue to monitor for
Purple Loosestrife each year and remove
the plants that we find. The plants
bloom toward the end of July and into
September. If you see the plant or sus-
pect it call a water quality member to
check it out. So far this year Bruce

Wagner has removed about a dozen
plants at 3 sites on the west shore.  

Purple Loosestrife is a plant that
was accidentally introduced to the
United States and then distributed as
an ornamental. It is most easily identi-
fied during the flowering season from
July to September. This spiked purple
flower can be seen in ditches, steams,
rivers, wetlands, and other moist shal-
low water sites. This plant is an upright,
hardy perennial, four to eight feet tall
and most often found in a group. These
plants form dense stands that quickly
replace native wetland plants. Purple
Loosestrife will grow from the roots of an
established plant, however the plants

spread mainly by seed. Having up to
300,000 seeds per stalk, these tiny seeds
can live in the soil and water for many
years and can be transported great dis-
tances by humans, animals and water.

2009-2010 Water Quality Report
The 2010 Water Quality Report on

Birch Lake prepared by Dr. Wallace E.
Fusilier, Consulting Limnologist with
Water Quality Investigators of Dexter,
MI, is now available online at the bot-
tom of the same page as the 2011
Barkers ... go to
http://www.philvitale.com and follow the
links to the newest printed Birch
Barkers!

Water Quality Committee Report

Lake temperatures are provided by Steve Quinlan  (West Side)

Chlorophyll graphs, Loosestrife



Neptune is brightest for the year and
remains in the sky all night. But the
fourth-largest planet is so far away

you need a telescope to see it.
After the discovery of Uranus in 1781,

astronomers had a difficult time accurately
describing the planet’s orbit. Uranus seemed to
be pulled by the gravity of an unseen planet.
Working independently, two mathematicians
calculated the position of such a planet and
passed it on to astronomers. When German
astronomer Johan Galle aimed his telescope at
that position in 1846, he quickly detected the
new world. 

Galle had discovered the solar system’s
fourth-largest planet. It is a soothing blue-green
orb that looks like a giant marble spinning
through space. Its color is the result of methane
in its upper atmosphere, which absorbs red
light, allowing us to see only the blue end of
the spectrum. 

Neptune probably has a rocky core
wrapped in a layer of frozen water and other
ices. The core is fairly large, so Neptune is
actually the third most massive planet in the
solar system. Traces of other elements form
clouds at the top of its thick atmosphere.
Neptune’s rotation stretches the clouds into
bands that completely encircle the planet. 

We can’t see a lot of features in Neptune’s

atmosphere, but the features that astronomers
can detect appear to come and go in a hurry.
When the Voyager 2 spacecraft flew past
Neptune in August 1989, for example, it dis-
covered the Great Dark Spot -- a dark, oval-
shaped storm system as big as Earth. But when
Hubble Space Telescope looked at Neptune
five years later, the Great Dark Spot had disap-
peared.

Voyager also found that Neptune pro-
duces more heat than it receives from the Sun.
One theory says that a “rain” of liquid hydro-
gen falls onto the planet’s core, releasing heat
as it falls.

Several rings of rocky material that is
darker than chimney soot encircle Neptune.
The rings may have formed when a comet
slammed into a small moon, destroying both
the comet and the moon. The debris then
spread out to form rings. Today, this material is
merging to form larger clumps. Within about
10,000 years, the ring material may coalesce to
form a moon -- a moon reborn from the ashes
of its own demise. 

Some other interesting facts include -
Distance from Sun - 2.8 billion miles, diameter
- 30,776 miles, length of day - 16 hours 7 min-
utes, length of year - 164.8 Earth years, known
moons - 13.  

Look for Neptune (with your telescope) to

the lower left of Jupiter this evening.  Jupiter
rises in the east not long after night fall and is
the brightest object in that part of the sky.
Saturn is currently fading in the western
evening twilight but next week the Moon,
Mercury, and Saturn line up left to right very
low in the west about 30 minutes after sunset.
You may need binoculars to see the planets.
Until next week, enjoy the show.  It’s free, and
one of the many reasons I love Birch Lake.

-Stu Spratt

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

The Moon for Aug. 20th
Illuminated Fraction: 0.554 
0.6 days before last quarter  

Rod Bracker
574-514-3345

● Garage Door Openers

● Residential & Commercial

● 24 Years Experience

● 24 Hour Service

● Free Estimates

● Entry & Storm Doors

● Truck Dock Equipment

● Truck Trailer Doors

Sales, Service & Installations

Mention this ad and you’ll get an additional

10% Off!

Interesting facts about Neptune



ARIES  (Mar. 21- April 20)
You will be full of energy and you need

to find something constructive to do.
Disputes on the home front may be hard
to avoid. You will want to take off and
have some recreation. Your generous
nature could be taken advantage of. Your
lucky day this week will be Thursday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21)
Your energetic personality will make you

the center of attention at social gather-
ings. You may not be too pleased with the
actions of those you live with. Your ideas
are good and career moves can be real-
ized. Your ability to deal with others will
help you accomplish your goals. Your
lucky day this week will be Friday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21)
Try to stay calm and do the best you

can. Make sure all of your travel and dri-
ver’s documents are in proper order. You
will learn valuable information if you travel
this week. Be careful; you may upset
someone you live with if you don’t consult
with them. Your lucky day this week will
be Thursday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
You will be able to communicate well

this week. Dazzle them with your intellec-
tual conversation. Difficulties at an emo-
tional level may be likely. Passion is
inevitable and commitments can be made
during the heat of the night. Your lucky
day this week will be Thursday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22)
You may be upset if someone has bor-

rowed something that belongs to you. You
will accomplish the most in the work envi-
ronment this week. Concentrate on work
or make changes to yourself. If you want
to make your mark, try to get involved in
projects that will bring you some glory.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)
It will be important that you have your

priorities straight. Resist the temptation to
gamble. Risks will not be profitable. You
can mix business with pleasure to get
favorable results. Things will be hectic
and family members will be erratic. Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
Do not let the reactions of others get you

going. Just be yourself. Try not to over-
spend on luxury items. Investments may
be misrepresented this week. Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Things will be emotional with your mate.

You need to make your lover feel wanted,
not like a piece of the furniture. You can
surprise members of your family, which in
turn will bring you a pat on the back. You
will enjoy travel and getting together with
peers. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)

Be careful when dealing with superiors.
Your sensitive nature will allow others to
read you well. Uncertainties about your
personal life are probable. Uncertainties
about your personal life are probable.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)
Get involved in competitive sports.

Friends will appreciate your attention and
playful nature. Pleasure trips will ease the
tension between you and your mate.
Don’t hesitate to visit someone who has-
n’t been well. Ideas may sound good, but
be careful if people are just looking for
handouts. Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)
Take care of any pressing health prob-

lems. Make love, not war, and all will be
fine. Look into events that you might find
interesting, and compromise by doing a
few things that you both like to do.
Sudden changes regarding colleagues
may surprise you. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Don’t let others know about your private

affairs. You can have a great time if you
go out with the one you love. Your per-
sonal life will be disrupted if you have
been too busy with business. Minor
health problems could result through
exhaustion. Your lucky day this week will
be Saturday. 

Birch LLake HHoroscopeBirch LLake HHoroscope

Sales
Service
Storage

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET

Avalon Pontoons

Moomba
Wakeboard boats



For all you Salmon fans — quick,
easy and yummy!

Original Recipe Yield 4 servings 

Ingredients
· 1/4 cup brown sugar
· 1/4 cup olive oil
· 1/4 cup soy sauce
· 2 teaspoons lemon pepper
· 1 teaspoon dried thyme
· 1 teaspoon dried basil
· 1 teaspoon dried parsley
· 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
· 4 (6 ounce) salmon fillets

Directions
1. Whisk together the brown sugar,

olive oil, soy sauce, lemon
pepper, thyme, basil,
parsley, and garlic pow-
der in a bowl, and pour
into a resealable plastic
bag. Add the salmon fil-
lets, coat with the mari-
nade, squeeze out excess
air, and seal the bag.
Marinate in the refrigera-
tor for at least 1 hour,
turning occasionally. 
2. Preheat an outdoor
grill for medium heat,
and lightly oil the grate.
Remove the salmon from the marinade,
and shake off excess. Discard the
remaining marinade. 

3. Grill the salmon on the preheated
grill until browned and the fish flakes
easily with a fork, about 5 minutes on
each side.

~Birch Lake Recipes~
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Grilled Salmon

THE CRITTERS OF BIRCH LAKE

ind each of the following words.

PITBULL
CATTLEDOG
GREYHOUND
BASSET
AIREDALE
TERRIER
BASENJI

SAINTBENARD
HUSKY
SETTER
YORKIE
COCKER
CHIHUAHUA
POODLE

BULLDOG
SCHNAUZER
DOBERMAN
LABRADOR
ROTTWEILER
DALMATIAN
CHOW

COLLIE
MALAMUTE
CORGI
SHEPHERD
SHEEPDOG
SCOTTY

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

Last week’s
answers 

Our K-9 Friends



Pamper yourself with any one 
of our signature services:

● Massage ● European Facial ● Body
Treatment ● Manicure ● Pedicure ● Odorless

Artificial Nails and Gel Polish Overlays 
● Full Service Hair Salon and more!! 

Mention this ad and get 
10% off your first service!
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Satori Salon and Spa
11920 McKinley Street
Jones, Michigan 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Certified Organic!

Experience the 
“Natural” difference

Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

Bev’s CCustom SSewing
& Embroidering

Sewing, Alterations

Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit

Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized

hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters
for weddings, anniversaries, graduations 

(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389
13475 Harvey Street, Jones
bevscustomsewing@live.com

http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING - REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE - ROOFING
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

62933 Birch Rd. Office: (269) 476-2767
Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (269) 625-0818

KKEEIIRRNNCONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner

Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and Bender Mold & Plastics, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2011 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program

$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

Total contribution $__________________________

Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________

____________________________________________

Make checks payable to BLYC
Mail to BLYC c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East, Elkhart, IN 46514

Officers:
Commodore Stan Pitakos .........476-8862
Vice Commodore Pam Mullin ...........476-1080
Fleet Captain Jeff Smitley...........476-9000
Treasurer Holly Troeger........476-9898
Secretary Sandy Vitale .........476-1680

Board Members
East
Scott Troeger........................................476-9898
Jim Bolinger .........................................476-9737

Phil Vitale .............................................476-1680
Lind Harman.........................................476-2039
Bob Waddle..........................................476-2293
West
Harold Cranmer....................................476-2170
Greg Bolin ............................................476-2420
Steve Quinlan.......................................476-8802
Karen Brovold ......................................476-8862
Mike Sheffieck ......................................476-1849
E. Hill
PJ Vandewalle ................................................n/a

North
Rick Russwurm ....................................476-2407
Fred Freihofer ......................................476-9823
Mike Lutz..............................................476-2843
Bob Baucus..........................................476-2863
Cove
Vicki Rogers .........................................476-2383
South
Sue Williams ........................................476-8886  
Terry Dugan..........................................476-2814

2011 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



FOR SALE
Like-new Canoe for Sale.  16-foot, 2 or 3 passen-
ger “Old Town” fibreglass canoe with aluminum pad-
dles. You are welcome to try it out ... August Special
$350 firm.  Phone Bud Z. at 476-2526

Bennington 2050RL (20 ft) Pontoon boat with 4
stroke 50 hp Yamaha outboard. Beautiful yellow
with bright yellow Bimini top and full yellow
cover.White interior seating with removable drink
holders, Radio/CD player with 4 speakers, LED inte-
rior night lighting, docking lights.... has about all the
bells and whistles you can put on a pontoon. Under
100 total hours. Looks and runs like new. We are
selling the cottage and want someone else to enjoy
this boat as we have. $19,995 OBO Call Bruce
Harlan 574-272-2904 or 574-340-0345. Enjoy the
rest of the summer cruising beautiful Birch Lake and
watch the fall colors come October.

For Sale:  Speed Queen Heavy Duty Electric
Dryer-Almond $75, American Standard toilet-
Almond $25, Child’s high chair $5, Take-Along
baby rocker $5, Men’s O’Neill Ski wet suit-small,
and Men’s Ski Warm wet suit-small $10 each.
Call Machalleck’s at 476-2642.

MC Sailboat #618 complete w/ (2) sails, trailer and
cockpit cover; Call Harold Cranmer @ 574 264
6817, $2,500  OBO

“SEA RYDER (Godfrey Marine) 2 person, fiberglass
paddle boat, aluminum pontoons, yellow. $300.
OBO Bruce Harlan 574-340-0345.

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE: — Tickets are
$25.00 and will be eligible for: 3 drawings of
$1,000.00 and 6 drawings of $100.00;   A maximum
of 750 tickets will be sold.  All proceeds benefit “Our
Lady of the Lake Church” in Edwardsburg.  Please
contact Denise Smitley 476-9000.  

Creative Memories scrap booking items for sale.
Items are all priced at cost to reduce my inventory. I
have everything including adhesive, tools, paper,
albums and cricut cartridges. I can also scrapbook
for you or if interested can hold a crop night. Call
Diana Betzer at 574-274-3260 located on Benders
Hill.

1998 Chaparell 1930, bow rider extra clean. new
custom bimini with stainless steel and green  sun-
brella canvas, paid $1,000.  5 liter merc cruiser.
Trailer has new brakes new master cylinder and
good tires, Perfect lake boat. Two Anchors, skiis,
snap on cover.  Dark Green trim.  Low, 300 hours
on engine. $8495 obo.  Call Tim Burchell at 850-
554-076. Can be seen at Birch Lake

FOR SALE: CHAPARRAL 186ssi (19’) 2001, 210
hp, 4.3 liter electronic fuel injected Mercruiser I.O.
stern drive. White/Yellow with Yellow Bimini top and
playpen cover. White interior. Hydraulic steering and
trim operation, tilt wheel, snap in Carpet, Depth
Finder, 4 Speaker AM/FM CD stereo with detach-
able face, remote, and helm controls, docking lights,
retracting mooring cleats, fire detection and auto

extinguish system in the engine compartment and
additional fire extinguisher in the cockpit, full instru-
mentation. Sun deck cooler and flip down ladder.
Two swiveling captains chairs with piano hinge
booster pads, Storage locker for life jackets. Custom
single axle Heritage matching yellow trailer with
brakes. Total time only 133 hours. Beautiful and fun
boat, great ski boat.. This boat was custom built for
us at the Chaparral plant in Nashville, GA. Boat is in
the water on Birch Lake.  Part of the Harlan  “yellow
fleet.” $15,995 OBO   574-340-0345 or (bruce.har-
lan.5@nd.edu) 

V30/V40 Model Shore Station for above listed
Chaparral 19’ with Blue canopy and Shore Station
electric power lift. In the water on Birch Lake. $1500
OBO. 574-340-0345 (bruce.harlan.5@nd.edu)
SHORESTATION SS-V40108 BOAT LIFT Lists for
$4697 without motor

2000 VW Beetle. White, with black leather int. Sun
roof, spoiler, five speed, high miles... Driven high-
way. $3695. Obo.  Runs great. Six changer cd play-
er. Power, AC, Heated seats. Radiator  needs atten-
tion. Gets great 30miles to gal. Florida car- no rust!
Call Tim Burchell at 850-554-0769 

Birch Laker Carol Dugan has for sale, artistic pho-
tography.  Cards, matted work, and giclee canvas
work is created.  Custom orders are welcome.
Carol is a member of the Three Rivers Artists Guild,
has been juried into numerous shows, and has work
included in the permanent collection at the new facil-
ities of Michiana Hematology and Oncology.  Carol
can be reached at 476-2814 or online at
CDugan5310@aol.com.

Toro CCR 3650 snowblower, electric start, 6.5 HP,
red, hasn’t been used in a few years (no snow in
FL), $350.00 (was $741 new in 12/03) Sparkybob
476-2293

16 ft 1986 Blue Fin Fishing Boat RUNS GREAT!
Includes Trailer and Boat Cover, 25 hp Johnson
Tiller Motor w/ Electric Start. Black Boat with Carpet
Floor, Diamond Plate Bow & Newer Batteries, Front
Trolling Motor w/ Foot Pedal, Fish Finder, Big
Livewell, Pioneer Detachable Face CD Player,
Cooler, Fishing Rod Storage & Bilge Pump. Stored
Inside Garage During Winter.  Call or Text Ray at
(574) 309-8373

FOR RENT
Spacious Birch Lake home for rent. 4 bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, screened in patio for bug free beautiful
evenings. Non-smokers only. Minimum 2 week
rental - monthly rates available. Contact Doreen
630-816-3374.

Three bedroom cottage on Birch Lake’s beautiful
north shore.  New well with wonderful drinking water
and indoor plumbing included.  No mosquito.
Contact Stewart at 574.514.0667.

HOMES FOR SALE
BirchLakeHomeSale.com
BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR SALE CHICAGO/LAKEVIEW AREA TOWN-
HOME — 3 BR, 2 BA, fireplace, hardwood floors,
marble baths, Granite/maple/stainless eat-in kitchen,
attached garage and tandem parking spot.  Short
walk to Lake Michigan and Wrigley Field!
Questions and price info. please call Dan Soldato
574-514-5175.

FOR SALE — 40’ frontage + .88 acres on North
end of Birch Lake.  House is 640 sq ft, year-round,
but needs work.  Will entertain all serious offers
starting at $175,000.  If interested call 269-476-9846
or 269-244-8907.

Stunning 2 Bed, 2 Bath condo in North
Wrigleyville for Rent or for Sale. Hardwood Floors,
Granite Counter-tops, Washer/Dryer in-unit, Large
Bedrooms, Lots of Closet Space, Air Conditioning,
Large Back Deck, Master Bath w/Jacuzzi tub, SS
appliances and Breakfast Bar. Parking Available-
Call or email Jenny Hoban for pictures and/or more
information. Email: kushtoj@gmail.com Phone:
(773) 339-6465

FOUND
FOUND MONDAY:   One white pontoon bumper
washed up after storm, Lacy’s #98 (south side)
Found:  a pair of reading glasses in the road
behind 63486 Birch Road.  Call Olson, 476-2125.

Child’s Lion King float, washed up on northeast
shore in storm of August 2-3.  Owner can pick it up,
it is tied to yellow chair on beach in front of 63037
Birch Road.

WANTED
Donated items (and services) we can sell at the
upcoming silent auction which will be held during
the Birch Lake Yacht Club’s Fall Dinner (to benefit
Camp Tannadoonah).  Contact Commodore Stan or
Amber Grundy

Wanted to buy:  Pre-owned 120 inch boat lift
with canopy.  Contact Stewart at 269.476.2113
(land) or 574.514.0667 (cell).

Looking for a ride.  Attention sunfish owners — If
anyone has a boat that needs to be exercised on
Sunday mornings I would be happy to accept the
mount.  Naturally if I come in the money I would
expect to receive a small percentage of the purse.
Contact Stewart at 476.2113.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/

Want a classified ad in the Birch
Barker? It’s easy! E-mail me at 
sailorphil@philvitale ...  mail to

Birch Barker c/o Phil Vitale, 63174
Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or
type up the ad, put it in a plastic
bag and deposit it into one of the
two newspaper tubes of my cool

new stone mailbox (thanks Duane!)
at the above address on the east

side of Birch Lake ...



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


