
This is it! Make no mistake about
it ! I’m going no further. Tonight I
toss the life jacket and the helm

of the yacht club to a new administra-
tion. 

Are you going to attend our fall
diner? Pam Mullin will be the new
Commodore and will also announce the
new Vice Commodore .Since the dinner
also acts as a yacht club meeting we will
be voting on board members.  Directors
who have agreed to serve an additional
term and nominations for those who
have decided it is time to step down and
let someone new help with the Yacht
clubs direction. 

Speaking of people who have decid-
ed to step down this year, two of whom
are Lind Harman and Jim Bolinger.
Both have provided the Yacht club with
years of service and we owe them both a
huge THANK YOU(Insert crowd frenzy
applause). 

Bob Waddle also will be coming off
as his term as Past Commodore is over.
I will be slipping into that post quietly. 

Looking back over the past year, I’m
not sure we did anything extraordinary.
I’m sure we took steps to have the Yacht
Club continue moving in a positive direc-
tion .. not by anything that I have done,
but thru the hard work of our board
members. The people who have headed
up the various committees and those
who have tirelessly worked behind the
scenes to make our functions such a suc-
cess this year. 

Thank each of you!! 
Looking forward, the future of the

club looks bright with an outstanding
group of family members to guide us. I
hope everyone will rally around the new
commodore and make her transition go
as smoothly as you have made mine. 

Lastly a very special THANK YOU
to Karen.  Without her help and support
I would not have been able to do it! She
has been the wind in my sail this past
year. Things at the club aren’t finished

yet. We still have the Chili cook off and
possibly a card/game night. 

One last word with the accident that
happened at Corey Lake last week —
let’s all redouble our boating safety
efforts. Our deepest sympathy to the
family of that little person. 

I’d like to see everyone back safe
and sound next year!!!  Till then fair
winds and calm waters. 

Your hung out to dry 
-Past Commodore Stan 

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the red newspaper box at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), or mail to: Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI 49031,
or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want the materials returned.  To contact us by phone, call

Phil at (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Stan Pitakos at  (269) 476-8862.   -Phil Vitale, editor

2011 BLYC Calendar

Sat, Aug. 27...................................Fall Dinner 

Mon. Sept. 5............................Sailing Awards 

Sat, Sept. 10 ..................Board Meeting 9 am

Sat, Sept. 17-24 ...............Game / Card Party

Sat, October 8 ..............Annual Chili Cook Off 

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.

Watch the Barker for updates!

Commodore’s Comments

Make no mistake about it ...

© Copyright 2011, The Birch Lake Yacht Club
Weekend of August 27, 2011

The official publication of the
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Pretty nice boating pic from last weekend ... Thanks to Mr. Bob for the pic!
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— Birch Lake Notes —
Photo return

Note from the editor: many people
over the year who have sent in photos
for use in the Birch Barker have not
made arrangements to have them
returned.  I will take my stash of photos
to the fall dinner ... if you want yours
back, hopefully it will be among them.

-pv

Farewell Appreciation
We would like to invite everyone up

to Tom’s for a Farewell Appreciation on
Sept. 5, 2011 from 10 am  to 3 pm.  Hot
dogs and Cake on the menu.  

-Becky Beers

Totes & Lunchbags begone ...
There are no more totes or lunch

bags.  Watch next year for the for the
“Birch Lake Commemorative Product of
2012!” (suggestions welcome — contact
Bad Patty at: pgalloway4@yahoo.com

r

Donation for Camp T Auction
Jill Brenay has donated a “Jim

Booth” (sold out) artist proof (number
199/200, signed by the artist) — Image
Size: 17 1/8” x 29 1/2”, titled Reflections
(Charleston waterfront homes) — ironic,
the artist is apparently still alive, but ...
Hurricane Irene is headed for
Charleston — and all we know the
homes in the painting may be gone by

Saturday. http://adamsswims.
wordpress.com/2011/06/04/the-week-of-060611/
http://www.jimbooth.com/

WHEW!!  (1958)
I was out in the middle of a five acre

field.  My uniform was a pair of cover-
alls, buttoned up closely to my neck, and
a surgical mask.  On my head was a
thin skull cap.  I had slipped on a pair of
surgical gloves before I left my veteri-
nary hospital, not more than a half block

away.  In my arms I held a box full of
baby skunks, six to be exact.  They are
as attractive as any baby animals.
Surgery was to be as far away from any-
one as it could be.  I had arranged to
have a table placed in the field along
with a surgical tray of instruments.

I opened the box and gave each a
small injection of anesthetic and each
went to sleep promptly.  One by one I
proceeded to relieve them of their self
defense; their scent glands.  Even

In case you missed it ... that Chas’ Grundy’s brother, David, riding the Water Trike during the sail-
boat races on 8/14
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— Birch Lake Notes —
though they were less than a month old
they had a terrific odor to them.  At first
the odor was overwhelming, but I gradu-
ally got used to it.  The two glands are
located under the tail.  They exist as
pearly white oval muscular glands with
a yellow colored fluid in them.  I buried
the extracted glands and the kits were
returned to their owner back at the hos-
pital.

Slipping my clothes off at the back
door of my hospital, I opened the door
and hurriedly jumped into a fresh hospi-
tal coat and pants.  As careful as I was, I
was still left an odor that lingered in the
hospital for about a week.  

I hoped the owner would find good
homes for these beautiful babies.  

Note:  Even though it was legal at
that time, it is unlawful to de-scent
skunks today without permission of the
state.

-Duffy Dufour

Happy Anniversary
Please be sure to wish Saint Sandy

a happy anniversary this Saturday ...
she has apparently been putting up with
Phil for 41 years (assuming they make it
to August 27).

Edwardsburg Food drive started!
The Edwardsburg Food Pantry had

an unprecedented number of families
seeking food, and the pantry needs food.

This weekend we would like to hold a
food drive to help them. Please bring
non-perishable items to The Fall Dinner.
If you are unable to attend the Fall

Dinner, please drop off items at Denise
Smitley’s, (West Side), or call her at 476-
9000 for a pick up. Thank you and God
Bless You!

The Company holiday program

Before the first Jingle Bell, turkey carving, or Ho Ho Ho, “The Company” gets
you into the Holiday spirit with their annual “Singin’ and Dancin’ into the holidays,”
this year aptly named, “A Merry Como Christmas.”  Shows will be on Nov. 4, 5, 11,
12, 18 and 19. Curtain time is 8 pm, with a 7:30 warm-up.  Ticket Prices are $10 for
seniors,  and $11 for adults and children. 

Shows will be at the Battell Center Theatre, 904 North Main Street,
Mishawaka, IN. For information or to reserve tickets call  574-243-7704,or check the
www.thecompanyplayers.com 

Tickets will be available at the Battell Center from 9-5, or at the door. 



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

— Barker kids of the Week —
At Right: Avery Grundy, son of Amber and Chas (Hill), up close

and personal with a Giraffe at the Binder Park Zoo.

Laden with a gift of New Jersey creamy white corn,
Anthony and Carol Carbonaro and Ruth Mecca
visit the Eichorsts.  After seeing all of our IN/MI
corn fields, they felt they were taking rice to China.
You must try NJ corn — It’s awesome.

Picture by Judie Eichorst

send your kid-of-the-week photos to sailorphil@phil-
vitale.com

(at left) Happy
Birthday Cal!

Saturday,
08.27.11, Calvin
turns into a major,
age 18 — he’s avoid-
ing the lake, and
Fall Dinner, to
escape the potential
mass spanking - feel
free to stop by and
give him a hug on
Sunday



Visit RBC today and
check out our prices 
BEFORE you buy! 

Take advantage of the savings at RBC without compromising quality or service

— Barker kids of the Week —

One-year-old Evan, grandson of Jim and Linda Yoshizawa, experimenting
with a new water toy.

send your kid-of-the-week photos to sailorphil@philvitale.com Kaelee and Kelly Eichorst make their first pie while visiting Birch Lake
— Made with rhubarb that Grandpa Sherman planted 40 years ago.
Yum!



— Barker kids of the Week —

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

A BIG thank you to Bad Patty Luecht from the Boecher girls
(Russwurm’s granddaughters) for the Fairy Wings, Tiaras and Batons.
The little princesses loved them all.

send your kid-of-the-week photos to sailorphil@philvitale.com



It’s hard to believe that September
is just around the corner, and
we’re having the Birch Lake Fall

Dinner this Saturday! As you all
know, the Camp Fire Silent Auction
will be held in conjunction with the
Fall Dinner at camp. We are hoping
that this year’s silent auction is just
as successful as last year’s! There are
some great items up for bid again this
year.

On Saturday, September 17 from
10am to 3pm we will have Camp Fire
Outdoor Training at camp. This is
open to all youth ages 5-16. They will
learn about fire-building, hiking, out-
door cooking, knot-tying, campsite
setup, knife safety, and much more!
The cost is just $5 for the day. 

This fall we’re planning to com-
bine our annual Fall Camp with a
Family Camp event! The dates for this
event are September 23 -25. Families
will each be given their own cabin, or
room in a cabin, and all meals are pro-
vided. The cost is $100 for a family of
2, and $25 for each additional family
member (kids 4 and under are free).
Our counselors will be there to run a
variety of camp activities, and we
hope to have lots of families in atten-
dance! Kids ages 5-16 can also attend
Fall Camp without a parent. The cost
for fall camp is $75 per camper. 

In addition to Fall and Family
Camp, there are a lot of fall plans
being made up here at camp. We will,
of course, have our usual work days
throughout the fall, and hopefully
many lake residents will be around to
help us rake leaves and close up camp
in October. Keep an eye out for work
day announcements!

One thing we’re trying to accom-
plish this fall is a Waterfront
Beautification Plan. The grassy areas
at the waterfront are in pretty bad

shape, with big, deep holes and some
very wet, marshy areas. We’d like to
till up all of that area, re-level the soil
so that it slopes a bit to keep water
from pooling under the clothes racks,
and put down some grass seed to start
taking root before winter. We’ve also
brainstormed some ideas for how to
re-direct the water flow from the
springs behind our waterfront, so that
it doesn’t get so swampy in front of
the clothes racks. I am working on
obtaining information from the DEQ
about this project, so that we make
sure we’re doing everything by the
books. But if you have some time to
help out, we’re thinking that this proj-
ect will be scheduled for sometime in
mid- to late-October. 

We are working with some Boy
Scouts from the area to do some other
projects around camp, as well. Right
now, Thom Behrens is working on his
Eagle Scout project, which involves
cleaning, sanding, and refinishing all
the steps on the waterfront staircase!
He’s using a chemical treatment to
remove the dirt and grime from the
stairs, sanding
them smooth, lev-
eling any stairs
that are crooked,
and then applying
a new stain with
an additive to
make them less
slippery when it
rains! If you see
the stairs roped
off, it’s probably
because he is
working on his
project, and would
like people to avoid
walking up and
down them for a
few days.

Another former camper, Austin
Raffelock, is working on proposing his
upcoming Eagle Scout project, and his
plan is to get donations of materials to
build new wooden bunk beds for sev-
eral of our cabins. This is something
we’ve been working on for a number of
years, and currently we have replaced
all of the old metal bunks in Cardinals
& Wrens, Robins & Woodpeckers,
Rotary, and Morris Lodge. That leaves
Wallace, Exchange, Exchangettes, and
Luta Koda. If he does all of the bunk
beds in camp, that’s a total of 26
bunks. In addition to the bunk beds,
we have about 30 single beds that are
still the old metal style. It’s probably
too big a project for just one Eagle
Scout to attempt, but he plans to do
as many as he can! 

Hope to see you all at the Fall
Dinner and Silent Auction on
Saturday night! Have a great week-
end at the lake.

~Miss Amber~
amber@tannadoonah.org
574—217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031

Office: 269-445-2450
Cell: 269-625-8554

Home: 269-476-2767
Fax: 269-934-6979

email: pjkeirn@comcast.net

http://www.patkeirn.com

Licensed in
Michigan

Fall is coming!



Although they took their time in
arriving, the winds last Sunday
were the strongest in quite a

while.  A cold front passed through
overnight with light rain.  In the
morning, a Canadian high pressure
system settled in producing 10 to 12
MPH from the West to North West
and beautiful puffy clouds.  When we
were setting the marks, it seemed as
though the winds were coming from
different directions at each mark.  

Here’s a tip for you sailors: if you
see us traveling back and forth
between the marks to adjust them, we
aren’t sure where the wind is settling
and you should expect large shifts
during the race.

The winds were strong enough to
cause Gib to go over on the second
race.  While trying to right his MC,
the wind took it away from him.
Luckily, Rick Doolittle was able to

ferry Gib and chase it down.   Also
during the second race, as Bernie was
approaching the finish line, his rudder
broke off.  Quite creatively, he tried to
finish holding it over the side, but he
eventually gave up and had to retire
from the race.  Again, Rick Doolittle
helped by towing Bernie back to
shore.  Thanks to Rick for assisting
the sailors in need.  Unfortunately for
the sailors, if you do accept outside
assistance, you cannot finish the race.  

So far this year, we have had 19
races.  Finishing two-thirds of the
races is necessary to qualify for the
season final standings.  As a
reminder, just like the 4th of July
Regatta, the Labor Day Regatta will
be scored two ways and will be includ-
ed in the season standings.  The
standings below have each sailors’
completed race counts and percent-
ages.

The end of the season Sailors’
meeting and awards ceremony will be
held on Labor Day at 10:00 AM unless
we race that day.  If so, it will be at
2:30 in the afternoon as I’ll need a few
minutes to crunch the scores and pre-
pare the award certificates.  

I want to thank Mike and Julie
Sheffieck, Karen Brovold and My
Lovely Bride for running the commit-
tee boat.  Again, without volunteers,
we can’t have a race.

See you at the starting line…
-Fleet Captain Jeff

Fleet Captain’s Corner
When to expect wind shifts ...

Committee Boat Schedule
August 28 ..........................Karen Brovold/Plaia
Sept. 3 (Regatta) .............Steve and Julie Plaia
Sept. 4 (Regatta) ...............Karen Brovold/Plaia
Sept. 5 (Rain Date) ....................Karen Brovold

Date...................................................21-Aug ...................21-Aug..................Total .................Season .....................Races.................................%
Race......................................................18...........................19 ....................Points.................Average.....................Finished ...................Finished

MC Scow ....................................................................................................................................................................19 ..........................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 .............................3.............................2 .....................26043 ...................1532 .......................17 ................................89.5%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ................................2.............................1 .....................28167 ...................1482 .......................19 ..............................100.0%
Bob King  #1199..................................DNS .......................DNS ..................18029 ...................1387 .......................13 ................................68.4%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ..................................4.............................5 .....................23232 ...................1367 .......................17 ................................89.5%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 ................5.............................4 .....................25272 ...................1330 .......................19 ..............................100.0%
Phil Vitale  #500 .....................................1.............................3 .....................25187 ...................1326 .......................19 ..............................100.0%
Dave Olson  #1979 .............................DNS .......................DNS ..................13207 ...................1321 .......................10 ................................52.6%
Gib Eberhart  #916.................................6..........................DSQ ..................19885 ...................1243 .......................14 ................................73.7%
Tom Howard  #1713 ............................DNS .......................DNS ..................16567....................1183........................16 ................................84.2%
Rick Harman #379...............................DNS .......................DNS ...................1024 ....................1024 .......................1 ....................................5.3%

Sunfish .......................................................................................................................................................................19 ..........................................
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue).................1.............................1 .....................26963 ...................1586 .......................17 ................................89.5%
Stewart Spratt......................................DNS .......................DNS ..................15220 ...................1522 .......................10 ................................52.6%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green)....................DNS .......................DNS ..................11712....................1464 .......................8 ..................................42.1%
Chris of the Scofields ..........................DNS .......................DNS ...................5853 ....................1463 .......................4 ..................................21.1%
Erica Vitale (White)..............................DNS .......................DNS ...................5707 ....................1427 .......................4 ..................................21.1%
Sandy Vitale (White)............................DNS .......................DNS ...................2817 ....................1409 .......................2 ..................................10.5%
Stan Pitakos ...........................................4.............................3 ......................2813 ....................1407 .......................2 ..................................10.5%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ..................2.............................2 .....................25276 ...................1404 .......................18 ................................94.7%
Bernie Garceau (Red/White/Blue)..........3 ..........................DNF ...................5478 ....................1370 .......................3 ..................................15.8%
Peter Soldoto.......................................DNS .......................DNS ..................13217 ...................1322 .......................7 ..................................36.8%
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue) ............DNS .......................DNS ...................6482 ....................1296 .......................5 ..................................26.3%

Season sailing standings

LEGEND:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however
sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.

DNF (Did Not Finish)

DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5
boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th
place). 

DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season aver-
age place as of that date - counted toward season total. 

Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared
= 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) 

Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted 
Crew - Counted toward completed races. Points go to skipper of boat.



Lake temperatures are provided by Steve Quinlan  (West Side)

FOUR LAKES COUNTRFOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLY CLUBUB

is Open to the Pubis Open to the Public!lic!
On Highway US 12, 4 Miles East of Edwardsburg 

Call 269-699-5701 f269-699-5701 for gor golfolf — 269-699-5349 f— 269-699-5349 for diningor dining

Check our Website: www.fourlakescc.com

GOLF
● Fair Course

● Well Maintained

● Reasonable Fees

DINING
FRI NITE FISH DINNERS

A Great Taste Experience

Make Reservations now for:
● Wedding Receptions
● Rehearsal Dinners
● Banquets
● Business Lunches
● Parties

● Outings

● Lessons

● Leagues

● Tee Times

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

TOM’S GARAGE & CONVENIENCE STORE
Right Beside Birch Lake

63909 Walnut Rd.
Vandalia, MI

476-2272

Becky Beers
Owner

Thank you Birch Lake for the
opportunity to provide the
corn for last weekend’s Corn
& Sausage Roast ... It was my
pleasure to serve you!



TT
he planet Venus passed behind the Sun a few days ago,
moving from morning sky to evening sky. It’s still too
close to the Sun to see, though. In fact, we won’t get a

good look at it until around Halloween.
In a way, Venus is always hidden, because its atmosphere is

completely veiled by clouds. Orbiting spacecraft have used radar
to peer through the veil, and a few Soviet landers gave us brief
glimpses of the surface.

None of those missions has told us a lot about its interior,
though. Venus is a little smaller than Earth, but about the same
density. That suggests that its interior is similar to Earth’s.

We do know that Venus produces no magnetic field. Earth
and other planets generate magnetic fields because different lay-
ers rotate at slightly different speeds, creating a dynamo effect.
But Venus takes eight months to turn on its axis. At such a slow
speed, all the layers rotate at the same rate.

We also know that Venus is covered by volcanoes, some of
which may still be active. But there’s no pattern to them, and
there are no geological fault lines, indicating that Venus’s crust
is a single sheet instead of the overlapping plates that make up
Earth’s crust.

So the evidence suggests that Venus has a large metallic
core, a surrounding mantle of partially molten rock, and a thin
crust. But we won’t get a good view until we set up instruments
on the surface to probe what’s happening underground -- some-
thing that won’t happen for a long time.

-Stu Spratt

Sunrise: 7:03am
Sunset: 8:27pm
Moonrise: 5:17am
Moonset: 7:20pm
Day length: 13h 24m

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

The Moon for Aug. 27th
Illuminated Fraction: 0.011 
0.8 days before new moon

Rod Bracker
574-514-3345

● Garage Door Openers

● Residential & Commercial

● 24 Years Experience

● 24 Hour Service

● Free Estimates

● Entry & Storm Doors

● Truck Dock Equipment

● Truck Trailer Doors

Sales, Service & Installations

Mention this ad and you’ll get an additional

10% Off!

The planet Venus ...



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) Minor accidents
could occur if you don’t take precautions.
Do not let in-laws upset you. You may need
to make a few alterations to your living
arrangements. You could find yourself hav-
ing problems with coworkers and employ-
ers. Your lucky day this week will be
Saturday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) Your ability to
deal with others will help you accomplish
your goals. Try to satisfy both of your
needs. Be discreet and don’t present your
ideas until you’re certain that they’re fool-
proof. Do not sign contracts or get involved
in any uncertain financial deals. Your lucky
day this week will be Sunday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Try to keep your
cool; you may be a tad frazzled by all the
rushing around. Take care of chores that
have been hanging over your head.
Property investments, insurance, tax
rebates, or inheritance should bring you
financial gains. Your hypnotic eyes will cap-
ture the hearts of those who interest you.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Be careful
while traveling. Consider making pleasure
trips or participating in entertainment that
will require energy. Only bite off what you
can chew. You are best to do something
energetic with friends instead. Your lucky
day this week will be Friday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) The battle contin-
ues. Moneymaking opportunities will sur-
face. Your social activity should be con-
ducive to finding love. This is not the best
time to take a risk, to gamble or spend
money you really can’t afford to part with.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) You can make
extra cash by moonlighting. Don’t rely on
others to do your work. Professionalism will
be of utmost importance. Kick your shoes
off and relax. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) Have some fun,
but draw the line if someone tries to fast talk
their way into your heart. Relationships will
be erratic this week. You will be able to
work with fine detail this week. Recognition
will be yours if you meet your deadline.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) Don’t
overextend yourself in the process. All your
energy should be directed into moneymak-
ing opportunities. Talk to someone you trust
if you need advice about broaching the sub-
ject. Don’t make promises that you can’t
possibly keep. Your lucky day this week will
be Friday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) You will
have a little more energy than usual. You
can make professional decisions this week
that will affect your position Do not over

expand if you have your own business. Sit
tight. Opportunities for new romantic
encounters will unfold through the social
events you attend. Your lucky day this week
will be Friday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) Take a
close look at contracts and agreements that
have been offered to you. Talk to someone
you trust if you need advice about broach-
ing the subject. Debates will stifle passion
and result in estrangement. You can per-
suade even the toughest opponents to think
your way. Your lucky day this week will be
Friday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) You will
accomplish the most in the work environ-
ment this week. Don’t be disappointed if
you don’t get your way emotionally. You
may be upset if someone has borrowed
something that belongs to you. You could
do extremely well in competitive sports
events. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Relationships
may be hard to handle. You need to spend
time with friends and family. Your determi-
nation and stamina will make your work
look flaw less and effortless. Don’t spend
more than is necessary on travel or friends.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

Birch LLake HHoroscopeBirch LLake HHoroscope

Sales
Service
Storage

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET

Avalon Pontoons

Moomba
Wakeboard boats



Basil-Garlic Grilled Pork Chops
Ingredients
· 4 (8 ounce) pork chops
· 1 lime, juiced
· 4 cloves garlic, minced
· 1/4 cup chopped fresh basil
· salt and black pepper to taste
Directions
1. Toss the pork chops with the lime juice in a bowl until
evenly covered. Toss with garlic and basil. Season the chops to
taste with salt and pepper. Set aside to marinate for 30 min-
utes. 
2. Preheat an outdoor grill for medium heat, and lightly oil
the grate. 
3. Cook the pork chops on the preheated grill until no longer

pink in the center, 5 to 10 minutes per side. An instant-read
thermometer inserted into the center should read 160 degrees
F (70 degrees C).

~Birch Lake Recipes~

C A N O E I N G H D G I A W S B C G T D
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S O O P R I T N E V O L L E Y B A L L E

K L O I N T I T G N E A P A R T Y I N G
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N T K Y G T O I H I K I N G N I S N S A
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F A H R V E E S G I V G T G S H I S M D
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S W G K I K I N A P P I G S A I L I N G

Y O G T I N S N O W S H O E I N G K G A

T L E H B I G L G T N O I N S S I L K N

Still plenty of
grilling time left

SPORTS ENJOYED BY BIRCH LAKERS

ind each of the following words.

GROUNDHOG
DOG
HERON
MUSKRAT
NEWT
BUZZARD

CAT
SNAKE
FOX
HAWK
EAGLE
TOAD

OPOSSUM
WREN
CHIPMUNK
SWALLOW
COYOTE
GOLDFINCH

RACCOON
MINK
SQUIRREL
MOUSE
FROG
DEER

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

Last week’s
answers 

The Critters of
Birch Lake



Pamper yourself with any one 
of our signature services:

● Massage ● European Facial ● Body
Treatment ● Manicure ● Pedicure ● Odorless

Artificial Nails and Gel Polish Overlays 
● Full Service Hair Salon and more!! 

Mention this ad and get 
10% off your first service!
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Satori Salon and Spa
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Satori Salon and Spa
11920 McKinley Street
Jones, Michigan 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Certified Organic!

Experience the 
“Natural” difference

Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

Bev’s CCustom SSewing
& Embroidering

Sewing, Alterations

Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit

Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized

hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters
for weddings, anniversaries, graduations 

(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389
13475 Harvey Street, Jones
bevscustomsewing@live.com

http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING - REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE - ROOFING
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

62933 Birch Rd. Office: (269) 476-2767
Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (269) 625-0818

KKEEIIRRNNCONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner

Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and Bender Mold & Plastics, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2011 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program

$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

Total contribution $__________________________

Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________

____________________________________________

Make checks payable to BLYC
Mail to BLYC c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East, Elkhart, IN 46514

Officers:
Commodore Stan Pitakos .........476-8862
Vice Commodore Pam Mullin ...........476-1080
Fleet Captain Jeff Smitley...........476-9000
Treasurer Holly Troeger........476-9898
Secretary Sandy Vitale .........476-1680

Board Members
East
Scott Troeger........................................476-9898
Jim Bolinger .........................................476-9737

Phil Vitale .............................................476-1680
Lind Harman.........................................476-2039
Bob Waddle..........................................476-2293
West
Harold Cranmer....................................476-2170
Greg Bolin ............................................476-2420
Steve Quinlan.......................................476-8802
Karen Brovold ......................................476-8862
Mike Sheffieck ......................................476-1849
E. Hill
PJ Vandewalle ................................................n/a

North
Rick Russwurm ....................................476-2407
Fred Freihofer ......................................476-9823
Mike Lutz..............................................476-2843
Bob Baucus..........................................476-2863
Cove
Vicki Rogers .........................................476-2383
South
Sue Williams ........................................476-8886  
Terry Dugan..........................................476-2814

2011 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



FOR SALE
Bennington 2050RL (20 ft) Pontoon boat with 4
stroke 50 hp Yamaha outboard. Beautiful yellow
with bright yellow Bimini top and full yellow
cover.White interior seating with removable drink
holders, Radio/CD player with 4 speakers, LED inte-
rior night lighting, docking lights.... has about all the
bells and whistles you can put on a pontoon. Under
100 total hours. Looks and runs like new. We are
selling the cottage and want someone else to enjoy
this boat as we have. $19,995 OBO Call Bruce
Harlan 574-272-2904 or 574-340-0345. Enjoy the
rest of the summer cruising beautiful Birch Lake and
watch the fall colors come October.

MC Sailboat #618 complete w/ (2) sails, trailer and
cockpit cover; Call Harold Cranmer @ 574 264
6817, $2,500  OBO

“SEA RYDER (Godfrey Marine) 2 person, fiberglass
paddle boat, aluminum pontoons, yellow. $300.
OBO Bruce Harlan 574-340-0345.

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE: — Tickets are
$25.00 and will be eligible for: 3 drawings of
$1,000.00 and 6 drawings of $100.00;   A maximum
of 750 tickets will be sold.  All proceeds benefit “Our
Lady of the Lake Church” in Edwardsburg.  Please
contact Denise Smitley 476-9000.  

Creative Memories scrap booking items for sale.
Items are all priced at cost to reduce my inventory. I
have everything including adhesive, tools, paper,
albums and cricut cartridges. I can also scrapbook
for you or if interested can hold a crop night. Call
Diana Betzer at 574-274-3260 located on Benders
Hill.

1998 Chaparell 1930, bow rider extra clean. new
custom bimini with stainless steel and green  sun-
brella canvas, paid $1,000.  5 liter merc cruiser.
Trailer has new brakes new master cylinder and
good tires, Perfect lake boat. Two Anchors, skiis,
snap on cover.  Dark Green trim.  Low, 300 hours
on engine. $8495 obo.  Call Tim Burchell at 850-
554-076. Can be seen at Birch Lake

FOR SALE: CHAPARRAL 186ssi (19’) 2001, 210
hp, 4.3 liter electronic fuel injected Mercruiser I.O.
stern drive. White/Yellow with Yellow Bimini top and
playpen cover. White interior. Hydraulic steering and
trim operation, tilt wheel, snap in Carpet, Depth
Finder, 4 Speaker AM/FM CD stereo with detach-
able face, remote, and helm controls, docking lights,
retracting mooring cleats, fire detection and auto
extinguish system in the engine compartment and
additional fire extinguisher in the cockpit, full instru-
mentation. Sun deck cooler and flip down ladder.
Two swiveling captains chairs with piano hinge
booster pads, Storage locker for life jackets. Custom
single axle Heritage matching yellow trailer with
brakes. Total time only 133 hours. Beautiful and fun
boat, great ski boat.. This boat was custom built for
us at the Chaparral plant in Nashville, GA. Boat is in
the water on Birch Lake.  Part of the Harlan  “yellow
fleet.” $15,995 OBO   574-340-0345 or (bruce.har-

lan.5@nd.edu) 

V30/V40 Model Shore Station for above listed
Chaparral 19’ with Blue canopy and Shore Station
electric power lift. In the water on Birch Lake. $1500
OBO. 574-340-0345 (bruce.harlan.5@nd.edu)
SHORESTATION SS-V40108 BOAT LIFT Lists for
$4697 without motor

2000 VW Beetle. White, with black leather int. Sun
roof, spoiler, five speed, high miles... Driven high-
way. $3695. Obo.  Runs great. Six changer cd play-
er. Power, AC, Heated seats. Radiator  needs atten-
tion. Gets great 30miles to gal. Florida car- no rust!
Call Tim Burchell at 850-554-0769 

Birch Laker Carol Dugan has for sale, artistic pho-
tography.  Cards, matted work, and giclee canvas
work is created.  Custom orders are welcome.
Carol is a member of the Three Rivers Artists Guild,
has been juried into numerous shows, and has work
included in the permanent collection at the new facil-
ities of Michiana Hematology and Oncology.  Carol
can be reached at 476-2814 or online at
CDugan5310@aol.com.

Toro CCR 3650 snowblower, electric start, 6.5 HP,
red, hasn’t been used in a few years (no snow in
FL), $350.00 (was $741 new in 12/03) Sparkybob
476-2293

16 ft 1986 Blue Fin Fishing Boat RUNS GREAT!
Includes Trailer and Boat Cover, 25 hp Johnson
Tiller Motor w/ Electric Start. Black Boat with Carpet
Floor, Diamond Plate Bow & Newer Batteries, Front
Trolling Motor w/ Foot Pedal, Fish Finder, Big
Livewell, Pioneer Detachable Face CD Player,
Cooler, Fishing Rod Storage & Bilge Pump. Stored
Inside Garage During Winter.  Call or Text Ray at
(574) 309-8373

FOR RENT
Spacious Birch Lake home for rent. 4 bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, screened in patio for bug free beautiful
evenings. Non-smokers only. Minimum 2 week
rental - monthly rates available. Contact Doreen
630-816-3374.

Three bedroom cottage on Birch Lake’s beautiful
north shore.  New well with wonderful drinking water
and indoor plumbing included.  No mosquito.
Contact Stewart at 574.514.0667.

HOMES FOR SALE
BirchLakeHomeSale.com
BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR SALE CHICAGO/LAKEVIEW AREA TOWN-
HOME — 3 BR, 2 BA, fireplace, hardwood floors,
marble baths, Granite/maple/stainless eat-in kitchen,
attached garage and tandem parking spot.  Short
walk to Lake Michigan and Wrigley Field!
Questions and price info. please call Dan Soldato
574-514-5175.

FOR SALE — 40’ frontage + .88 acres on North

end of Birch Lake.  House is 640 sq ft, year-round,
but needs work.  Will entertain all serious offers
starting at $175,000.  If interested call 269-476-9846
or 269-244-8907.

Stunning 2 Bed, 2 Bath condo in North
Wrigleyville for Rent or for Sale. Hardwood Floors,
Granite Counter-tops, Washer/Dryer in-unit, Large
Bedrooms, Lots of Closet Space, Air Conditioning,
Large Back Deck, Master Bath w/Jacuzzi tub, SS
appliances and Breakfast Bar. Parking Available-
Call or email Jenny Hoban for pictures and/or more
information. Email: kushtoj@gmail.com Phone:
(773) 339-6465

LOST
White boat fender with blue and white line
attached.  Lost weekend of Aug. 13th.  Has my
name on it.  Contact Stewart Spratt, north side, at
476.2113.

FOUND
One white pontoon bumper washed up after
storm, Lacy’s #98 (south side)

Found:  a pair of reading glasses in the road
behind 63486 Birch Road.  Call Olson, 476-2125.

One carpeted bunker for boat lift.  Call
Machalleck’s at 476-2642

Child’s Lion King float, washed up on northeast
shore in storm of August 2-3.  Owner can pick it up,
it is tied to yellow chair on beach in front of 63037
Birch Road.

WANTED
Wanting a Birch Lake house to house sit or rent
for a two month period starting sometime in
October. Please call Claudia & Dennis at 269-476-
7073 or 574-596-2154

Wanting to buy used pontoon. Call Claudia and
Dennis at 269-476-7073 or 574-596-2154

Wanted — Cottage for rent the weekend of
November 11 (arrival on Friday, 11/11 and depar-
ture Sunday, 11/13).   847-846-8600 (cell) or email
jantemple@sbcglobal.net.

Wanted to buy:  Pre-owned 120 inch boat lift
with canopy.  Contact Stewart at 269.476.2113
(land) or 574.514.0667 (cell).

Looking for a ride.  Attention sunfish owners — If
anyone has a boat that needs to be exercised on
Sunday mornings I would be happy to accept the
mount.  Naturally if I come in the money I would
expect to receive a small percentage of the purse.
Contact Stewart at 476.2113.

Donated items (and services) we can sell at the
upcoming silent auction which will be held during
the Birch Lake Yacht Club’s Fall Dinner (to benefit
Camp Tannadoonah).  Contact Commodore Stan or
Amber Grundy

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


