
On Saturday evening at the Fall
Dinner, Stan Pitakos passed the
Commodore’s flag to me. He is

going to be a tough act to follow and I
hope I can do half as well as he did. I
know he will be there if I should need
him for whatever reason. Thank you just
doesn’t seem enough Stan, but thank you
good friend. And like the saying goes,
behind every man stands a good woman
— thank you Karen for all your work
this past season.

For all those who attended the Fall
Dinner, thank you.  It was filled with
great conversation, delicious food and it
was wonderful to see everyone and meet
those who I didn’t know (or thought I
didn’t know until I put the face with the
name). I have to thank the following who
made the Fall Dinner the success it was:
Carol Freihofer and Sandy Baucus for
transforming the Dining Hall into the
elegant hall we all enjoyed; Deb Taghon
(with Stu’s help I am sure) for the deli-
cious appetizers and my family: Rich,
Matt, Sarah, Ronan, along with Beth
Murphy, who helped with set up and
clean up. 

I am amazed by the generosity of all
of you who are so willing to give of your
time. Many of you have already offered
to chair an event of some type. Believe
me, it is much appreciated.

Speaking of someone willing to give
of their time, I am honored to announce
Chas Grundy as your Vice Commodore.
Chas and Amber, along with Avery and
new sister- or brother-to-be, are resi-
dents on the hill. I am looking forward to
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Thanks to Mr. Bob for the great composite of last weekend’s sailing ... 

Sat, Sun 11 am...................Labor Day Regatta
Monday 11 am ......................Regatta rain date
Mon,10 am/2:30 pm..................Sailing Awards
Mon. Sept. 5..............................Sailing Awards 
Sat, Sept. 10 ....................Board Meeting 9 am
Sat, Sept. 17-24 .................Game / Card Party
Sat, October 8................Annual Chili Cook Off 

2012 TENTATIVE CALENDAR ITEMS
Sat. June 30 ....................4th of July Fireworks 
Sun. July 1 .........................Pancake Breakfast

NOTE: ALL dates and times are subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!  

The 2012 Calendar of events will be updated 
regularly in the ONLINE BARKER, which will be

produced monthly beginning in October ... to sub-

scribe to the Online Barker go to http://www.philvi-
tale.com/barker/refer.htm or send your email

address to me at
sailorphil@philvitale.com

NOTE: Because of the number of recipients, many
email systems (ISPs) block the Barker as SPAM

and won’t deliver it to you unless you notify them
that you wish to receive it.  Check with your  ISP’s

administrator for details.

2011 BLYC Calendar
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— Birch Lake Notes —
working with Chas in the coming year.
Please make sure you congratulate him
and wish him the best of luck when you
see him around the lake.

At our annual meeting, all the
attendees at the dinner unanimously
approved Patty Luecht and Denise
Smitley to the Board. Mike Sheffieck
will step into the role of Secretary as
Sandy Vitale has stepped down after
many years as the Secretary. Thank you
Sandy, for an outstanding job. Thank
you also to Bob Baucus, Holly Troeger,
Scott Troeger, Rick Russwurm, Karen
Brovold and Steve Quinlan who all
agreed to commit to another term on the
Board.

Good things are coming for the next
year and because time seems to be on
fast-forward, Summer of 2012 will be
upon us before we know it. Before we
close out this summer, we still have the
Game/Card Party on Saturday,
September 17th and the Annual Chili
Cook-off on Saturday, October 8th. Look
for details in next weeks Birch Barker
on these events. Saturday, Sept. 10 9
am, will be our final director’s meeting of
the season. 

I am sure as soon as I send this arti-
cle to Phil, I will think of other items I
should have put in, if so, I will make
sure they get in the next Birch Barker.

Until then, here’s to Smooth
Sailing….

-2012 Commodore, Pam Mullin

Farewell Appreciation
We would like to invite everyone up

to Tom’s for a Farewell Appreciation on 
Monday Sept. 5, from 10 am to 3 pm.

Hot dogs and cake on the menu.   I will
have some pictures from the past dis-
played.  Come help us say good bye.  

-Becky Beers

The Company holiday program

Before the first Jingle Bell, turkey carving, or Ho Ho Ho, “The Company” gets
you into the Holiday spirit with their annual “Singin’ and Dancin’ into the holidays,”
this year aptly named, “A Merry Como Christmas.”  Shows will be on Nov. 4, 5, 11,
12, 18 and 19. Curtain time is 8 pm, with a 7:30 warm-up.  Ticket Prices are $10 for
seniors,  and $11 for adults and children. 

Shows will be at the Battell Center Theatre, 904 North Main Street,
Mishawaka, IN. For information or to reserve tickets call  574-243-7704,or check the
www.thecompanyplayers.com 

Tickets will be available at the Battell Center from 9-5, or at the door. 
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— Birch Lake Notes —
A Close Call

Sometimes luck can play a big part in your life!
As a young horse lover in my early veterinary school days,

I found that horses can vary a lot in temperament.  Some are
congenial and easy to manage, but others can be as cantanker-
ous as the dickens.  Some don’t respond nearly as well to being
ridden as we envision.  They are indispensable to a cowboy
hero.  I rode a polo pony in a college equitation class and he
was great.  I learned a great deal about horses from him! In
the beginning of learning how to handle a polo pony, I FELL
OFF A LOT!!  Never was injured. Each time I landed on the
ground during maneuvers, he would patiently stand by until I
got up and back into the saddle.  He neck-reined beautifully.  I
looked forward to seeing him on my weekly day in class.  

The last week of class, we had to ride around the race
track a few times to exercise the horses.  As we cantered
around, there was a tree branch overhanging the track about
halfway around.  As I went under, my head just missed the
branch.  I felt it brush my hair.  I thought, “Whew, that was a
little too close for comfort”.  Back at the paddock, I forgot all
about it.  However, the next week, my chemistry professor was
riding under the same tree.  He was slightly taller than me
and his head hit that branch.  He was killed instantly.  At that
point I suddenly realized what a close call I’d had the previous
week.

-Duffy Dufour

Thanks for all the help
For a lot of people the Birch Barker has become a Birch

Lake tradition over the years, and I’ve received a lot of kind
notes from my friends and neighbors ... but it is important to
remember that the Barker is a group effort, with dozens of
people involved in writing and producing the regular columns
and features, the occasional and even the one-time contribu-
tors, and all of the folks who do the picking up and delivering
of the papers and dealing with the logistics and accounting ...

so, to all of the great people who helped produce, ferry, distrib-
ute and deliver the Birch Barker this summer, a big THANK
YOU from the bottom of my heart!

-pv

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the cool bumble bee photo (with the sailboat
quarter thrown in for scale (who would have thought Bob would use a
quarter with a sailboat on it?)



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

— Barker kids of the Week —

That’s Linda Curtis (east side) cruising around Birch Lake whit Barker Kids of the Week, Jack & Lola.

send your kid-of-the-week photos (for the ONLINE BARKER) to sailorphil@philvitale.com



— Barker 2011 images —

Visit RBC today and
check out our prices 
BEFORE you buy! 

Take advantage of the savings at RBC without compromising quality or service



The Silent Auction event for Camp
Tannadoonah on Saturday night
was a huge success, thanks to the

generosity of all of our Birch Lake neigh-
bors! We raised $7700 at the auction,
and received an additional donation of
$300 to round it up to $8000 total. Wow!
The top two items in the auction were
the Bears Club Seats and Parking Pass
(which went for $1001) and the dinner
for 8 at Camp Tannadoonah (which
went for $1000). 

Thank you to everyone who donated
items and who bid on items! We had a
grand total of 66 items up for bid, and 61
individuals who either donated some-
thing to be auctioned off, or who won an
item in the auction. We are so very
grateful for all the support from this
community! 

Also thank you for everyone who
helped at Camp this year — at work
days, or running programs for the
campers, or donating decorations for our
themed weeks, serving on committees
for fundraisers, and all the other ways
people have assisted us over the past
year!

We had a great year at Camp, and
we’re looking forward to more fun events
this fall. Don’t forget that we have our
Fall Camp and Family Camp weekend

September 23-25. Families who attend
will get a cabin or room in a cabin for
their family. We provide the meals and
activities led by our counselors through-
out the weekend. Plus you’ll get some
awesome family time! The cost is $100
for a family of 2, and $25 for each addi-
tional family member (kids 4 and under
are free!). If you can’t bring your family,
but have a child or grandchild who
wants to attend the Fall Camp weekend,
the cost is $75 per child (ages 5-16) who
attend without a parent. 

Also coming up is our Camp Fire
Outdoor Training. It’s scheduled for
September 17th from 10am to 3pm at
Camp. Outdoor Training is a Camp Fire
program designed to teach kids about

hiking, trail blazing, outdoor cooking,
pocket knife safety, and other valuable
outdoor skills. Campers will learn to
build a fire, prepare their lunch over the
fire, go for a hike, learn how to pack a
first aid kit and hiking pack, and more!
And the cost is just $5 for the day. 

Of course we will have our usual fall
work days throughout October and
November, so keep an eye out for
announcements about those dates and
times! 

For those who aren’t here year-
round, I hope that everyone has a won-
derful year, and can’t wait to see you all
back at the lake in the spring! And for
the rest of the year-rounders, hope to see
you all often this winter!

Camp Tannadoonah
Thank You!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

http://tannadoonah.org



Over the last few months we have
provided information on three properties
for which we regularly check the waters
of our lake. Previous articles described
the results over time of our sampling for
transparency, phosphorous, and chloro-
phyll(a).  They, like the test(s) discussed
below, are all done as part of the
Cooperative Lakes Management
Program (CLMP), which is sponsored
jointly by the Michigan Lakes and
Streams Association, the State of
Michigan, and Michigan State
University, among others.  

The fourth area for which we regu-
larly (monthly in this case) gather and
log data for the CLMP allows us to
determine the dissolved oxygen and tem-
perature profile of the column of water
at the deepest part of the lake.  This
involves the use of a special meter and
sensor from which we are able to obtain
readings at defined depths for both tem-
perature and oxygen levels.  We share
the equipment with both Corey and
Eagle lakes.  Like the other tests, it is
really another way to look at productivi-
ty (the rate at which biomass, consum-
able as food by other organisms, is
made) in a lake and how that productivi-
ty is affecting the quality of the lake.  

An initial fact that needs to be
remembered in this discussion is that
the density, or weight per unit of vol-
ume, of water changes with tempera-
ture.  Water weighs the most at about
4C or 39F.  Above that temperature
water weighs less and will thus float on
the denser water.  In the spring and
after a few days following ice out, the
lake will be found to have the same tem-
perature from the top to the bottom, i.e.
4C.  Without any layering the strong
spring winds permit mixing of the lake
from top to bottom.  Since oxygen is dis-
solved into the water at the surface, this
oxygen rich water then becomes equally
distributed throughout the depth of the
lake.  Measuring oxygen levels in early
April will show the same amount of oxy-
gen at 90 feet as at 1 foot.  With sun and
increasing warmth, the waters at the
surface become less dense and thus pro-
vide a floating layer that increases in
thickness with the advancing season.

This warmer float-
ing layer prevents
the further mixing
of the lake due to
wind and storms.
(Think of oil on
water.)  Thus the
oxygen in the deep
part of the lake is
not replenished
until the fall when
the surface waters
become cooler and
denser and then
sink, producing
turnover and mix-
ing again.  

The rate that
oxygen is lost from
the depths of the
lake are a measure
of productivity, and
also health.  As
oxygen is lost, it might provide sterile
places in which fish can no longer exist,
especially fish requiring colder tempera-
tures.  Oxygen is both lost and gained
due to algae production.  The algae will
produce oxygen in the upper layers of
the lake, but this will not mix with the
denser colder waters.  As algae grow,
they also die and sink to the bottom of
the lake where they are degraded by
bacteria that use oxygen for that pur-
pose.  The oxygen that is in the depths is
used up in that process.  With oxygen
depletion, some minerals, that are in
precipitate form, coupled with, when in
the presence of, oxygen, now dissolve
out, and a key one is phosphorous.
Thus, if we have increased productivity
due to phosphorous that is in the lake,
the oxygen depletion that occurs with
algae die off can actually lead to a fur-
ther increase in phosphorous levels.
This is not the type of cycle we want to
see, and another reason to minimize
potential phosphorous input into the
lake (i.e. fertilizers, etc.) 

In a deep lake such as ours, it is
inevitable that the oxygen will be deplet-
ed during the summer months.
However, what we want to see over the
years is that there is no pattern of
increasing rates at which this depletion

occurs.  We have only been doing this for
a few years, so our recorded history is
brief.  A key is that even in a very warm
summer like this, we still have good oxy-
gen levels down to almost 60 feet on
August 13.  As a comparison, a few days
prior to this, Corey Lake had virtually
no oxygen below 30-35 feet.  We have
produced a graph of the August 13 data
to give you an idea of what it looks like
at this point.  We would expect to see
further degradation into September.
Please note the temperature layering
effect is most noticeable from 25 feet and
above.  

A little phenomenon that is
observed here is that the oxygen levels
actually are highest in the slightly cooler
waters between 20-30 feet where sun-
light still penetrates.  This is due to
some cooler loving algae that grows well
at this elevation and produces abundant
oxygen, in excess of what can be
obtained at the surface.

Editor’s Note: Because of an incompatibility of
computer programs the chart that was to have
accompanied this article could not be repro-
duced.  We hope to be able to post the chart
with the first ONLINE BARKER when it is pub-
lished in October.

Water Quality Committee Report
Dissolved Oxygen/Temperature Profiles of Birch Lake

Pat Keirn, Realtor
1111 E. State St., Cassopolis, MI 49031

Office: 269-445-2450
Cell: 269-625-8554

Home: 269-476-2767
Fax: 269-934-6979

email: pjkeirn@comcast.net

http://www.patkeirn.com

Licensed in
Michigan



Last Sunday we had perfect sail-
ing conditions.  Not too hot or
cold — both wind speeds and

temperature.   There were shifts, but
not too extreme or swirly.  The com-
mittee boat was positioned perfectly
with a nice wide starting line and held
anchor for all three races.  The course
was long, allowing for a chance to
pass by identifying a wind shift or
playing a favored side of the course.
It was a great day to sail.  

It was also the last sailing day I
can write about as this is my final col-
umn as Fleet Captain.  I’m turning
over my post to Stewart Spratt who
has graciously volunteered to be your
2012 Fleet Captain.  In his capable
hands, I’m sure next season will be a
success.

So far this year, we’ve had 21 dif-
ferent sailors participate in the races.
Not all have had enough races for a
place in the final season standings.
Completing 2/3 of all races is neces-
sary to qualify.  I’ve trimmed the
weekly results to only show sailors
who have an opportunity reach that
level.  If your one of the sailors with
13 races, you need to complete 5 this
weekend.

Even if you haven’t sailed yet this
season, feel free to come on out for the
Labor Day Regatta.  We will plan on
racing both Saturday and Sunday.
Monday will be the rain date if we
cannot sail on one of those two days.
All start times are the same as nor-
mal:  11 am with Noon backup if we
have to wait for the wind to arrive.
As a reminder, just like the 4th of
July Regatta, the regatta will be
scored two ways and will be included
in the season standings.

The end of the season sailors’
meeting and awards ceremony will be
held on Labor Day at 10 am unless we
race that day.  If so, it will be at 2:30
in the afternoon as I’ll need a few
minutes to crunch the scores and pre-
pare the award certificates.  Everyone
is welcome to attend.

I want to thank Karen Brovold,
Good Patti Russwurm and Steve Plaia
for running the committee boat again.
So far this season, Thirty-three people
have volunteered for the committee
boat (plus my pup Wrigley).  When I
first accepted for this job, being able
to find someone to run the races every
weekend was my biggest concern.  I’m
grateful to all who’ve given a morning

of their time to allow us to sail.
Thank you again for your help.  

I also want to thank Harold
Cranmer for setting out and retrieving
the marks every sailing day.  I’ve val-
ued his experienced counsel regarding
race postponements and cancelations.
While helping him set the marks, he’s
shown me how to recognize the chang-
ing wind conditions approaching over
the water.  Learning from him is one
of the reasons my sailing has
improved over the past few years. 

Finally, I want to thank My
Lovely Bride for all of her help. From
arranging the committee boat volun-
teers, proof reading my columns, to
purchasing supplies, she’s always
there to support me and the Birch
Lake community.  Thanks for every-
thing you’ve done.

For the last time as Fleet
Captain, see you at the starting line…

Fleet Captain Jeff
-Fleet Captain Jeff

Fleet Captain’s Corner
A great day to sail

Committee Boat Schedule
Sept. 3 (Regatta) .............Steve and Julie Plaia
Sept. 4 (Regatta) ...............Karen Brovold/Plaia
Sept. 5 (Rain Date) ....................Karen Brovold

Date..............................................28-Aug .............28-Aug................28-Aug...............Total .................Season.................Races ...............%
Race.................................................20.....................21 .......................22 .................Points.................Average...............Finished ........Finished

MC Scow.................................................................................................................................................................................22
Scott Troeger  #1489 ........................1.......................1.......................DNS................29243 ...................1539 ......................19...............86.4%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ...........................2.......................2 .........................1 ..................32809 ...................1491 ......................22..............100.0%
Bob King  #1199.............................DNS .................DNS....................DNS................18029 ...................1387 ......................13...............59.1%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .............................4.......................8 .........................3 ..................27134 ...................1357 ......................20...............90.9%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 ...........8.......................3 .........................2 ..................29326 ...................1333 ......................22..............100.0%
Dave Olson  #1979...........................5.......................4 .........................5 ..................17168 ...................1321 ......................13...............59.1%
Phil Vitale  #500................................6.......................6 .........................4 ..................29006 ...................1318 ......................22..............100.0%
Gib Eberhart  #916 ...........................7.......................7 .........................7 ..................23353 ...................1229 ......................17...............77.3%
Tom Howard  #1713..........................3.......................5 .........................6 ..................20532 ...................1208 ......................19...............86.4%

Sunfish....................................................................................................................................................................................22
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ...........1.......................1 .........................2 ..................31684 ...................1584 ......................20...............90.9%
Stewart Spratt ...................................2.......................2 .........................1 ..................19862 ...................1528 ......................13...............59.1%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) .............3.......................3 .........................3 ..................29608 ...................1410 ......................21...............95.5%

2011 Sailing Season Results

LEGEND:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however
sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish)
DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5
boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th
place). 
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season aver-
age place as of that date - counted toward season total. 
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared
= 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) 
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted 
Crew - Counted toward completed races. Points go to skipper of boat.



Lake temperatures are provided by Steve Quinlan  (West Side)

FOUR LAKES COUNTRFOUR LAKES COUNTRY CLY CLUBUB

is Open to the Pubis Open to the Public!lic!
On Highway US 12, 4 Miles East of Edwardsburg 

Call 269-699-5701 f269-699-5701 for gor golfolf — 269-699-5349 f— 269-699-5349 for diningor dining

Check our Website: www.fourlakescc.com

GOLF
● Fair Course

● Well Maintained

● Reasonable Fees

DINING
FRI NITE FISH DINNERS

A Great Taste Experience

Make Reservations now for:
● Wedding Receptions
● Rehearsal Dinners
● Banquets
● Business Lunches
● Parties

● Outings

● Lessons

● Leagues

● Tee Times

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

TOM’S GARAGE & CONVENIENCE STORE
Right Beside Birch Lake

63909 Walnut Rd.
Vandalia, MI

476-2272

Becky Beers
Owner

Rod Bracker
574-514-3345

● Garage Door Openers

● Residential & Commercial

● 24 Years Experience

● 24 Hour Service

● Free Estimates

● Entry & Storm Doors

● Truck Dock Equipment

● Truck Trailer Doors

Sales, Service & Installations

Mention this ad and you’ll get an additional

10% Off!

Thank you Birch Lake for the
opportunity to provide the
corn for last weekend’s Corn
& Sausage Roast ... It was my
pleasure to serve you!



“This is the
end/Beautiful

friend/This is the
end/My only friend, the

end/... I’ll never look
into your eyes again.”

SS
adly, this IS the end.
We’ve come to the end
of our Birch Barker

season.  In the past we’ve
looked at how the Earth will
end.  We know that the sun, as
it uses up it’s last bit of fuel,
will expand to what we know
as a red giant, with it’s outer
layers engulfing Earth and
extending out as far as the
orbit of Mars.  Our oceans will
boil and evaporate and what’s
left will be burned beyond
recognition and even exis-
tence.  

Before that happens
though we mere mortals will
have figured out how to carry
on on another world some-

where.  
But what about the rest of

the universe?  Will it ever
end?  

Not all scientists agree,
and of those who think so, not
all agree on just how.  

First, how did it all begin?
And who runs the place?  

I think we’ll save discus-
sion on the first question for
the beginning of next year’s
Barker season.  As for the
Ruler of the Universe, well,
my intent isn’t to turn this col-
umn into a theology discus-
sion, but let’s just say that the
Ruler of the Universe is entire-
ly skeptical that he holds this
position, as he is entirely skep-
tical of everything, including
whether his cat, The Lord,
really exists, or whether there
is even a universe at all out-
side of his small isolated
home. (credit D. Adams -
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the

Galaxy)
For the end of the uni-

verse we offer four competing
possibilities, of varying likeli-
hood — a Big Crunch (recol-
lapse), a Big Rip (the universe
is torn apart), or either of two
types of Big Chill (a long,
slow fade-out).

In the Big Crunch we
have gravity winning the
struggle with the universe’s
current expansion, causing the
universe to contract, collaps-
ing to an infinitely dense
point, or black hole.  Should
this happen (thought to be
unlikely for reasons too
lengthy to go into here) it
might trigger another Big
Bang (a scenario called a Big
Bounce) with a new universe
starting up and a new phase of
expansion/contraction.)

The Big Rip has expan-
sion ever increasing to near
the speed of light, resulting in
a truly spectacular ending that
would occur in just a few bil-
lion years’ time.  Matter will
be ripped apart with incredible
rapidity in the later stages.
Galaxy clusters will begin to
disintegrate, followed by
galaxies themselves, then stars
and planets will fall apart and
finally atoms.  

This sounds dire, but not
considered to be one of the
more likely endings, given
what is known about dark mat-
ter.  

A Big Chill seems to be
the favored outcome.  In this
scenario the universe contin-
ues to expand and there are

two scenarios.  One in which
the expansion gradually slows
and a modified one whereby it
speeds up (thought the most
likely).  Either way, the uni-
verse undergoes a slow fade-
out.  As galaxies exhaust their
supply of gas to make new
stars existing stars will degen-
erate to black dwarfs and
black holes.  Atoms disinte-
grate to elementary particles
and the temperature of the uni-
verse will approach absolute
zero.  But this won’t likely
take place for a trillion more
years.  

Not something I’m going
to lose sleep over.  Don’t you
lose sleep either.  If you do,
just go outside and enjoy the
show.  It’s free all winter.
We’ll see you back here next
year.

-Stu Spratt

Sunrise: 7:11am
Sunset: 8:16pm
Moonrise: 2:00pm
Moonset: 11:31pm
Day length: 13h 5m

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

The Moon for Sept. 3
Illuminated Fraction: 0.444 
0.4 days before first quarter 

This is the end ... my friend



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) Business trips
will be more productive than trying to fight
the red tape facing you. You will be able to
enlist the help of colleagues who believe in
your ideas. Your high enthusiasm will be
sure to inspire anybody around you. You will
do well in social settings, and new and
interesting individuals may spark a romantic
curiosity.  Your lucky day this week will be
Sunday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- may 21) You are best
to do your research before taking on such a
venture. Don’t hesitate to voice your opin-
ions when it comes to matters pertaining to
work. You will meet potential new mates
through business. Use your inventiveness
to find solutions.  Your lucky day this week
will be Friday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Someone you
live with may feel totally neglected. You can
persuade even the toughest opponents to
think your way. Don’t overspend on enter-
tainment, on children, or make poor invest-
ments. Lighten up your serious attitude.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) Try to com-
promise rather than having an all out battle.
You will be attracted to unusual forms of
entertainment and foreign cultures. You
must act quickly. A romantic infatuation from
your past may surface if you frequent
places that you both used to go.  Your lucky
day this week will be Friday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You really can’t do
anything to change matters this week. Be
sure to think twice before you say some-
thing that might hurt your partner’s feelings.
Confusion at an emotional level will cause
you to make wrong decisions concerning
your personal life. If they don’t want to get
involved, work by yourself.  Your lucky day
this week will be Wednesday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) Spend time by
yourself to avoid any conflicts with family
members. You are best to work behind the
scenes on projects that require detail or pre-
cision. Make sure any presentation you
have is ready. False information from some-
one trying to start problems is likely.  Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) You should feel
a little more stable about your position; how-
ever, don’t be surprised if a job offer comes
your way. You need to refrain from being
the generous one in the group. Concentrate
on work and on making money. Changes in
your home environment may cause friction.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) You could
do extremely well in competitive sports
events. Love can be heightened if you sit
down and discuss your future plans. Your
health may have suffered due to neglect or
abuse. Try not to be too harsh with loved
ones; there will always be two sides to an
Issue.  Your lucky day this week will be

Wednesday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) Don’t
blame every thing on your mate. Art invest-
ment will pay big dividends in the long term.
You will have a problem dealing with
groups. Be sure to think twice before you
say something that might hurt your partner’s
feelings.  Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) You
could come into extra cash. Don’t let some-
one you work with put words in your mouth.
This is a great day to beautify your living
quarters or to entertain at home. Try to mix
business with pleasure while traveling.  Your
lucky day this week will be Friday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) Curb or cut
out that bad habit you’ve been meaning to
do something about. You need to concen-
trate on solving existing problems. You have
more energy than the rest of the people you
live with anyway. Move into a leadership
position if you are determined to do so. Your
lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You may find
travel to be most rewarding. You can make
changes to your home that will be pleasing
to all concerned. Arguments with employers
or colleagues will be to your detriment.
Don’t let coworkers interfere with your
objectives.  Your lucky day this week will be
Friday.

Birch LLake HHoroscopeBirch LLake HHoroscope

Sales
Service
Storage

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

15355 96TH AVE
Lawton, Michigan 49065

269.423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT
RAUAPOLLO@AOL.COM

WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET

Avalon Pontoons

Moomba
Wakeboard boats



WW ith the Holiday weekend here and company arriv-
ing, this yummy cheese ball will help fill the gap
between meals. Serve with assorted crackers.

Ingredients
· 2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened
· 3 1/2 cups shredded sharp Cheddar cheese
· 1 (1 ounce) package Ranch-style dressing mix
· 2 cups chopped pecans
· 4 pecan halves
Directions

In a large bowl, mix together cream cheese, Cheddar
cheese, and dressing mix. Form into one large ball or two
smaller balls. Roll in chopped pecans to coat surface. Decorate

the top with pecan halves. Refrigerate for at least 2 hours, or
overnight. 

~Birch Lake Recipes~

B I C Y C U H U M M E R N G P O R C H E

C D H R V A F O R D E O V W D O D E R G

M U H U D P A N T A I C H E V R O L E T

H P C Z Y V I O G O L F C A R T I I U S

A A A M O T O R C Y C L E E Y K C W Z Y

R M P Y R K B S U Z U I A A U R A E N D

L G I C V D U D G E P B W Z Y Y R O R N

E O C L E X I X A K U G U E C C S E L E

Y F K H E H C V W S E S U R E D R O L A

D C U L S U S S D S C M A R I P A S T E

A A P U C M E R C E D E S V E D S U V K

V R T T O M A A T U T U A E N R Z S S J

I T R O O M A Z D E R D J O G R L C I N

D A U Y T A I O L A Y O H I P C A O G K

S Y C O O T D A B E B U I C K H T O W K

O O K T R V R U L D P O N T I A C T A U

D T R A N V S R A O C E O L X U S E Y V

S O S T E I A P U D M E R C E E S R Z U

D L D H U H E Y O G B I C Y C L E I I V

P A C G F A S H U E D C C K E A Y G C A

Simple but deli-
cious cheese ball

SPORTS ENJOYED BY BIRCH LAKERS

TUBING
GOLF
CANOEING
WAKEBOARDING
WATERSKIING
PARTYING
FISHING
KAYAKING
FRISBEE

POOL
SAILING
TENNIS
TANNING
WALKING
HUNTING
BIKING
SWIMMING
HIKING

VOLLEYBALL
KITES
SNOWSHOEING
DIVING
PADDLEBOATING
BOATING
NAPPING
JOGGING

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

Last week’s
answers 

Sports enjoyed by
Birch Lakers



Pamper yourself with any one 
of our signature services:

● Massage ● European Facial ● Body
Treatment ● Manicure ● Pedicure ● Odorless

Artificial Nails and Gel Polish Overlays 
● Full Service Hair Salon and more!! 

Mention this ad and get 
10% off your first service!
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Satori Salon and Spa
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Satori Salon and Spa
11920 McKinley Street
Jones, Michigan 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Certified Organic!

Experience the 
“Natural” difference

Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

Bev’s CCustom SSewing
& Embroidering

Sewing, Alterations

Special occasion gowns made to order and to fit

Personalize any item with embroidery
towels - shirts - Christmas stocking - personalized

hankies - personalized napkins - stemware coasters
for weddings, anniversaries, graduations 

(many colors to choose from)

Bev Comer, Owner
244-1165 cell 816-1389
13475 Harvey Street, Jones
bevscustomsewing@live.com

http://www.etsy.com/shop/bevscustomsewing

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING - REPAIR

CARPENTRY - CONCRETE - ROOFING
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

62933 Birch Rd. Office: (269) 476-2767
Vandalia, MI 49095 Cell: (269) 625-0818

KKEEIIRRNNCONSTRUCTION

Terry Keirn
Owner

Want aall oof oour BBirch LLake ffriends tto hhave aa ssafe aand ffun ssummer!

BBEENNDDEERR
and Bender Mold & Plastics, INC.

55951 RUSSELL INDUSTRIAL PKWY
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545

TOOLING — (574) 255-5176 MFG — (574) 255-5350

Now, let’s go play some golf!

Dick



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2011 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!
$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication Program

$____  -  Riparian ($8/yr, for magazine)

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

Total contribution $__________________________

Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________

____________________________________________

Make checks payable to BLYC
Mail to BLYC c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East, Elkhart, IN 46514

Officers:
Commodore Pam Mullin ...........476-1080
Vice Commodore Chas Grundy ..574-968-7022
Fleet Captain Jeff Smitley...........476-9000
Treasurer Holly Troeger........476-9898
Secretary Mike Sheffieck......476-1849

Board Members
East
Scott Troeger........................................476-9898
Jim Bolinger .........................................476-9737

Phil Vitale .............................................476-1680
Lind Harman.........................................476-2039
Bob Waddle..........................................476-2293
Patty Luecht 476-2615
E. Hill
PJ Vandewalle ................................................n/a
West
Harold Cranmer....................................476-2170
Greg Bolin ............................................476-2420
Steve Quinlan.......................................476-8802
Karen Brovold ......................................476-8862

Denise Smitley .....................................476-9000
North
Rick Russwurm ....................................476-2407
Fred Freihofer ......................................476-9823
Mike Lutz..............................................476-2843
Bob Baucus..........................................476-2863
Cove
Vicki Rogers .........................................476-2383
South
Sue Williams ........................................476-8886  
Terry Dugan..........................................476-2814

2012 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



FOR SALE
Bennington 2050RL (20 ft) Pontoon boat with 4
stroke 50 hp Yamaha outboard. Beautiful yellow
with bright yellow Bimini top and full yellow
cover.White interior seating with removable drink
holders, Radio/CD player with 4 speakers, LED inte-
rior night lighting, docking lights.... has about all the
bells and whistles you can put on a pontoon. Under
100 total hours. Looks and runs like new. We are
selling the cottage and want someone else to enjoy
this boat as we have. $19,995 OBO Call Bruce
Harlan 574-272-2904 or 574-340-0345. Enjoy the
rest of the summer cruising beautiful Birch Lake and
watch the fall colors come October.

MC Sailboat #618 complete w/ (2) sails, trailer and
cockpit cover; Call Harold Cranmer @ 574 264
6817, $2,500  OBO

“SEA RYDER (Godfrey Marine) 2 person, fiberglass
paddle boat, aluminum pontoons, yellow. $300.
OBO Bruce Harlan 574-340-0345.

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE: — Tickets are
$25.00 and will be eligible for: 3 drawings of
$1,000.00 and 6 drawings of $100.00;   A maximum
of 750 tickets will be sold.  All proceeds benefit “Our
Lady of the Lake Church” in Edwardsburg.  Please
contact Denise Smitley 476-9000.  

Creative Memories scrap booking items for sale.
Items are all priced at cost to reduce my inventory. I
have everything including adhesive, tools, paper,
albums and cricut cartridges. I can also scrapbook
for you or if interested can hold a crop night. Call
Diana Betzer at 574-274-3260 located on Benders
Hill.

1998 Chaparell 1930, bow rider extra clean. new
custom bimini with stainless steel and green  sun-
brella canvas, paid $1,000.  5 liter merc cruiser.
Trailer has new brakes new master cylinder and
good tires, Perfect lake boat. Two Anchors, skiis,
snap on cover.  Dark Green trim.  Low, 300 hours
on engine. $8495 obo.  Call Tim Burchell at 850-
554-076. Can be seen at Birch Lake

FOR SALE: CHAPARRAL 186ssi (19’) 2001, 210
hp, 4.3 liter electronic fuel injected Mercruiser I.O.
stern drive. White/Yellow with Yellow Bimini top and
playpen cover. White interior. Hydraulic steering and
trim operation, tilt wheel, snap in Carpet, Depth
Finder, 4 Speaker AM/FM CD stereo with detach-
able face, remote, and helm controls, docking lights,
retracting mooring cleats, fire detection and auto
extinguish system in the engine compartment and
additional fire extinguisher in the cockpit, full instru-
mentation. Sun deck cooler and flip down ladder.
Two swiveling captains chairs with piano hinge
booster pads, Storage locker for life jackets. Custom
single axle Heritage matching yellow trailer with
brakes. Total time only 133 hours. Beautiful and fun
boat, great ski boat.. This boat was custom built for
us at the Chaparral plant in Nashville, GA. Boat is in

the water on Birch Lake.  Part of the Harlan  “yellow
fleet.” $15,995 OBO   574-340-0345 or (bruce.har-
lan.5@nd.edu) 

V30/V40 Model Shore Station for above listed
Chaparral 19’ with Blue canopy and Shore Station
electric power lift. In the water on Birch Lake. $1500
OBO. 574-340-0345 (bruce.harlan.5@nd.edu)
SHORESTATION SS-V40108 BOAT LIFT Lists for
$4697 without motor

2000 VW Beetle. White, with black leather int. Sun
roof, spoiler, five speed, high miles... Driven high-
way. $3695. Obo.  Runs great. Six changer cd play-
er. Power, AC, Heated seats. Radiator  needs atten-
tion. Gets great 30miles to gal. Florida car- no rust!
Call Tim Burchell at 850-554-0769 

Birch Laker Carol Dugan has for sale, artistic pho-
tography.  Cards, matted work, and giclee canvas
work is created.  Custom orders are welcome.
Carol is a member of the Three Rivers Artists Guild,
has been juried into numerous shows, and has work
included in the permanent collection at the new facil-
ities of Michiana Hematology and Oncology.  Carol
can be reached at 476-2814 or online at
CDugan5310@aol.com.

Toro CCR 3650 snowblower, electric start, 6.5 HP,
red, hasn’t been used in a few years (no snow in
FL), $350.00 (was $741 new in 12/03) Sparkybob
476-2293

16 ft 1986 Blue Fin Fishing Boat RUNS GREAT!
Includes Trailer and Boat Cover, 25 hp Johnson
Tiller Motor w/ Electric Start. Black Boat with Carpet
Floor, Diamond Plate Bow & Newer Batteries, Front
Trolling Motor w/ Foot Pedal, Fish Finder, Big
Livewell, Pioneer Detachable Face CD Player,
Cooler, Fishing Rod Storage & Bilge Pump. Stored
Inside Garage During Winter.  Call or Text Ray at
(574) 309-8373

FOR RENT
Spacious Birch Lake home for rent. 4 bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, screened in patio for bug free beautiful
evenings. Non-smokers only. Minimum 2 week
rental - monthly rates available. Contact Doreen
630-816-3374.

Three bedroom cottage on Birch Lake’s beautiful
north shore.  New well with wonderful drinking water
and indoor plumbing included.  No mosquitoes.
Contact Stewart at 574.514.0667.

HOMES FOR SALE
BirchLakeHomeSale.com
BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR SALE CHICAGO/LAKEVIEW AREA TOWN-
HOME — 3 BR, 2 BA, fireplace, hardwood floors,
marble baths, Granite/maple/stainless eat-in kitchen,
attached garage and tandem parking spot.  Short
walk to Lake Michigan and Wrigley Field!

Questions and price info. please call Dan Soldato
574-514-5175.

Stunning 2 Bed, 2 Bath condo in North
Wrigleyville for Rent or for Sale. Hardwood Floors,
Granite Counter-tops, Washer/Dryer in-unit, Large
Bedrooms, Lots of Closet Space, Air Conditioning,
Large Back Deck, Master Bath w/Jacuzzi tub, SS
appliances and Breakfast Bar. Parking Available-
Call or email Jenny Hoban for pictures and/or more
information. Email: kushtoj@gmail.com Phone:
(773) 339-6465

LOST
White boat fender with blue and white line
attached.  Lost weekend of Aug. 13th.  Has my
name on it.  Contact Stewart Spratt, north side, at
476.2113.

Lost - Grandkids favorite beach toy, a red-orange
tupperware “rain bucket” (6” plastic bucket with
holes in the bottom).  Floated away sometime in
July on the West side of the lake. Call Quinlan’s at
476-8802 if you found it.

FOUND
One white pontoon bumper washed up after
storm, Lacy’s #98 (south side)

Found:  a pair of reading glasses in the road
behind 63486 Birch Road.  Call Olson, 476-2125.

One carpeted bunker for boat lift.  Call
Machalleck’s at 476-2642

Child’s Lion King float, washed up on northeast
shore in storm of August 2-3.  Owner can pick it up,
it is tied to yellow chair on beach in front of 63037
Birch Road.

WANTED
Wanting a Birch Lake house to house sit or rent
for a two month period starting sometime in
October. Please call Claudia & Dennis at 269-476-
7073 or 574-596-2154

Wanting to buy used pontoon. Call Claudia and
Dennis at 269-476-7073 or 574-596-2154

Wanted — Cottage for rent the weekend of
November 11 (arrival on Friday, 11/11 and depar-
ture Sunday, 11/13).   847-846-8600 (cell) or email
jantemple@sbcglobal.net.

Wanted to buy:  Pre-owned 120 inch boat lift
with canopy.  Contact Stewart at 269.476.2113
(land) or 574.514.0667 (cell).

Looking for a ride.  Attention sunfish owners — If
anyone has a boat that needs to be exercised on
Sunday mornings I would be happy to accept the
mount.  Naturally if I come in the money I would
expect to receive a small percentage of the purse.
Contact Stewart at 476.2113.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


