
The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned.  To

contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Pam Mullin, (269) 476-1080.       --Phil Vitale, editor

Dear Fellow Lakers:
Okay, this is getting to be a habit. It

is Tuesday night, 11:34 pm and I am
just starting to write my article. 

Thanks to everyone who attended
my cocktail party Saturday night. The
thing I love best about these get togeth-
ers is getting to talk with everyone, see-
ing what they have been up to, just plain
catching up (plus the appetizers and
desserts are not bad either:) Not much
was left at the end of the evening. We
have some pretty terrific chefs here on
our lake.

Thanks to Phil and Sandy for keep-
ing everyone happy by working the bar,
they are so good at it!!!

Looking forward to the Ladies Tea
on Friday morning, can’t wait to see
what Celia and Carla have planned.
Hope to see many of you there. 

The Poker Run entries are coming

in. Make sure you send in your form and
$15 entry fee soon. Any questions, get
with Rich or Stan. The evening contin-
ues on with the Hog Roast at Camp
Tannadoonah. Looking forward to both
these events.

Don’t forget to send in any updates
for the Birch Lake Directory. They are
due this weekend. Look for more infor-
mation in the Barker.

The Spaghetti Dinner is next on the
calendar, scheduled for Saturday, June
23rd. The East Side will be gearing up
any day now getting ready to prepare a
delicious Italian feast for you.

And lastly, don’t forget to support
our advertisers in the Barker. When you
visit one of them, send a thank you their
way for supporting Birch Lake.

That is all for now, I am sure I will
think of something once I send this off to
Phil, but guess it will have to wait until
next week.

Here’s to smooth sailing.
~Commodore Pam

2012 BLYC Calendar

June 23 ................................Spaghetti Dinner
June 30 .......................................Boat Parade
June 30 ...........................................Fireworks
July 1 ................................Pancake Breakfast
July 1..............................Fireworks Rain Date
July 14.....................Vice Commodore’s Party
July 20 ..........................Women’s Golf Outing
July 21 ...........Poker Run/Camp T Hog Roast
July 27................................Men’s Golf Outing
Aug. 4 ........................Corn & Sausage Roast
Aug. 25 ..........................................Fall Dinner
Sept. 8.....................................Sailing Awards
Sept. 15 or 25 ...........Game Night/Card Party
Oct. 6............................Annual Chili Cook-Off

Board Meetings - 9 am (Saturdays)
July 7, Aug. 4 (Homeowners Meeting to fol-
low board meeting), Sept. 8 

Sailing Regattas
4th of July weekend; Labor Day weekend

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

First party a hit!

© Copyright 2012, The Birch Lake Yacht Club
Weekend of June 16, 2012

The official publication of the
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

Jim Foos (West Side) and his grand daughters triple ski each year (and for last 10 years)! Jim is 75 years young, Amy is 27 and Becky is 28!

Commodore’s Comments



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
Line Dancing on Tuesdays

Lind Harman will teach/host line
dancing at the Yacht Club on Tuesday
morning until further notice.

Newberg open house
Newberg Township Fire and EMS

(corner of M40 and M60), in conjunction
with Satori Salon will host an open
house on Saturday, July 14 from 11 am
to 5 pm.  There will be a med-flight,
smoke house, dunk tank, kids waterball
and a bounce house.  Port-A-Pit Chicken
& Ribs will be available ($7 for chicken;
$8 for rib tips ... comes with two sides
and a drink).  All are welcome!

Summer Olympics is theme of the
4th of July Boat Parade for 2012

The theme for this year’s Birch Lake
Boat Parade is “The Summer Olympics.”
The official Summer Olympics will be
held in London and other parts of the
U.K.this summer. And we on Birch Lake
have every intension of duplicating the
games right her on our own lake this 4th
of July holiday.  For great ideas for deco-
rating your water vessel go to the official
Summer Olympics web site and wake up
the creative and athletic juices in you!
You can be the athlete you always
dreamed about being!

Birch Lake will celebrate the holiday
on Saturday, June 30. The boat parade
will begin at 2 pm from Dick Bender’s
pier on the south side of the lake.  

Boats will  line up, one behind the
other, for registration and instructions
at that time. The parade will commence
after all  boats are registered. The
parade will be led by this year’s Grand
Marshall, who will be named in the
Birch Barker on June 29.  After the
parade lap, the boats will return, one at
a time, to the registration dock to receive
their trophies. Each family group will
receive a trophy for their participation in
the parade but only one boat will receive
the much sought after “First Place” tro-
phy.

Lets show the real Birch Lake spirit
by participating in this very exciting
summer event.  Serious and not so seri-
ous contenders may participate, this is
all in fun!

-Carla Chester and Ilene Golden

Camp Tannadoonah gettin’ pretty!
We’re working on making Camp

look as nice as possible for our guests
this summer! 

We could really use...
■ Volunteers to help with planting flow-
ers
■ Landscape materials - mulch, topsoil,
rock (we can use a lot of all of them)
■ Annuals, perennials, ground cover - if
you have a great source for these, let us
know
■ Flower pots of all kinds, large, small,
hanging pots, etc.
■ And we’d love to borrow a power
auger for digging post holes!

Got Pix?
We are looking for photos of (and

around) Birch Lake for a 2013 calendar.

Birch Lake Directory Updates 
It’s time to update our beloved

Directory and the sooner we get your
information, the sooner your house-
hold can have a brand new, crisp,
accurate and informative directory.

Enclosed in this issue of the Birch
Barker is an Update form. You may:
1. drop it off to Fallon’s at 63600
Birch Road (brown house, green roof)
2. mail it  to 63600 Birch Road,
Vandalia MI 49095
3. fax it to 269-476-1467
4. complete the form at the Fourth of
July Pancake Breakfast

5. complete it, scan it and send the
pdf to Celia.Fallon@gmail.com
6. or ignore it and allow the editors
to decide your directory entry.



— Birch Lake Notes —
We’re particularly interested in covering
all the seasons, so if you have a few
(please no more than 5 per person),
please send them to us ... you can email
your submissions to sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com or get them to Commodore
Pam, Vice Commodore Chas, or to Phil
(see black box below for addresses, etc).

Thanks to Vice Commodore Chas
there is also a cool ONLINE form to sub-
mit photos ... find a link to the form at
http://www.philvitale.com (follow the
link to “The Birch Barker.”)

Roads to be closed
An update on the closure of

Brownsville — The Road Commission
has received a report from Enbridge
Energy that the project will not be com-
plete until the end of June.   

The Road Commission also reports
that Redfield Rd. at the bridge East of
Adamsville Road is still closed. The
detour is Adamsville Road, US-12 and
Cassopolis Street. This project is expect-
ed to continue through July 31st  If you
have questions, you can contact the
Road Commission at 269-445-8611.

Cass County Conservation Club
The Cass County Conservation Club

will host a garage sale on Aug 12 to 14
in the club parking lot. This is the week-
end of the large US-12 garage sale.  For
a nominal fee, spots are available for you
to display your items.  For more details
or to reserve your spot contact Connie
Sue Hulse at 269-641-2590. 

The following events are also sched-
uled at the Cass County Conservation

Club on US 12 at Birch Rd.:
June 30 — Boating Safety Course 
July 14 & 15 — U-Pick’em Bingo 
Aug. 25 — Corn and Sausage Roast 
Sept. 15 & 16 — U-Pick’em Bingo 
Nov. 3 & 4 —  Bingo Proceeds to

Weekly events include Line Dance
class w/ Fran every Monday @ 6pm;
Zumba every Wednesday @ 5:30 pm;
Yoga every Tuesday @ 6 pm; Euchre
every Thursday @ 6:30 pm.

Barker Deadlines
Please be advised that the deadline

for submitting information for any par-
ticular edition is always the Tuesday of
the week before publication (example:
the deadline for materials for the next
issue is Tuesday, June 12) ... thanks.

Advertising in the Barker
We are still (and always) accepting

both display and classified advertising
for the Birch Barker (see page 17 of
today’s Barker).  

Classified ads are free to members
of the BLYC (non-member rate is $5 per
ad).  Email your classified ads to the
Barker at sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Display ads are charged at the low,
one-time rate of $65 for a 1/8 page ad;
$130 for a 1/4 page ad; $260 for a 1/2
page ad; and $520 for a full page ad.

For information and help building
your ad, contact Phil at 476-1680, 445-
9200 or sailorphil@philvitale.com.

All ads are subject to the approval of
the editor and/or Commodore, officers
and board of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

5 sshowings, 2 ooffers,
Signed CContract
...IN 22 WWEEKS!

Other real estate agents talk about their listings ...
Let me tell you about my RESULTS!

Amy Lutz, Realtor
BIRCH LAKE Specialist; BIRCH LAKE Resident
Primary: 269-744-7746 Secondary: 269-663-5164 
amylutz@cressyeverett.com 
www.amylutz.cressyeverett.com

26251 US 12
Edwardsburg, MI 49112

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the cool photo of the MCs 



— Barker Kids of the Week —
Congrats!

Congratulations are in order to a
couple of Birch Lake kids this week
... including David Bolinger (son of
Jan and Olga, grandson of Jim and
Debbie, East Side), shown at left
receiving his yellow belt in Brazilian
Karate (don’t mess with David!) ...

and Calvin King (son of Bob &
Leslie and grandson of Bill and Le,
North Side), right, who graduated
from John Adams High School last
weekend.



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

— Birch Lake Notes —
NEW EVENT — BLYC POKER RUN
& Camp Tannadoonah Hog Roast

Saturday - July 21, 2012
Join the fun - first 52 players get to play! $15 entry fee.

You will receive a playing Card at each home. Players must visit all 5 homes on Birch Lake to
pick up cards to be eligible to win!. At the last (5th) home, poker hands will be presented to

the official Dealers (Stan & Rich). Refreshments provided at each home.
Best Poker hand wins $250; second best hand - $100, third best $50.

Event starts at 3pm - meet at Stu Spratt’s and get the first card.
Other stops include:

West shore - Sheffieck’s South shore - TBD
East shore - Fallon’s & Chester’s North shore - Mullin’s

Pontoon transportation will be provided between stop! Finish at Mullin’s.
Attend the Camp Tannadoonah Annual Hog Roast afterwards - including Live

Music and of course - the hog!!!! 

Drop entry form off to any of the hosts - Mullin, Spratt, Sheffieck, Fallon,
Chester. Limited to the first 52 players!!!!!

USE THIS ENTRY FORM

Player name: __________________________________________

Player name: __________________________________________



— Commodore’s Cocktail Party —

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
THANK YOU
FOR VOTING
US THE BEST
OF THE BEST!

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Best Of The Best!

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted



Featured Listings:

Great home on Birch Lake with access to sandy
swimming area and pier for a GREAT price!  This 3-
bedroom walkout has fabulous lake views from every
room in the house and lakeside deck.  There is a see-
thru fireplace between the newly updated kitchen and
dining area.  New windows and exterior doors.  Make
this your year-round home or getaway.  Enjoy the 
summer today! New Price: $99,000

Very nice, all-brick
home with 100 FT
of very sandy
beach on All-Sports
Long Lake —
with access into
Coverdale Lake and
canoeing and
kayaking into the St
Joe River. This
home is very spacious and has fabulous views from all
of the large windows throughout. Gourmet kitchen with
new flooring and eating area, Two fireplaces (living and
family rooms), and rec area in lower level. New carpet
in living room and master bedroom has built-ins and
cedar closet.  Beautiful terraced landscaping and patio
with fire pit. Great home for entertaining!

Asking $445,000

Photos courtesy of THE SPARKY CAM
Sparky apologized for the smudge on the camera lens — most peo-
ples’ faces weren’t really that blurry ...



Fleet Captain’s Corner

What do you do with a drunken sailor,
What do you do with a drunken sailor,
What do you do with a drunken sailor,
Earl-aye in the morning!

[Chorus:]
Way hay and up she rises, 
Way hay and up she rises,
Way hay and up she rises,
Earl-aye in the morning.

This shanty was sung to accompany certain work tasks
aboard sailing ships, especially those that required a bright
walking pace. It is believed to originate in the early 19th cen-
tury or before, during a period when ships’ crews, especially
those of military vessels, were sufficiently large to permit haul-
ing a rope whilst simply marching along the deck. With the
advent of merchant packet and clipper ships and their smaller
crews, which required different working methods, use of the
shanty appears to have declined or shifted to other, minor
tasks.

“Drunken Sailor” was revived as a popular song among
non-sailors in the 20th century, and grew to become one of the
best-known songs of the shanty repertoire among mainstream
audiences. It has been performed and recorded by many musi-
cal artists, such as The Irish Rovers, and has appeared in
many popular media.

Although the song’s lyrics vary widely, they usually con-
tains some variant of the question, “What shall we do with a
drunken sailor, early in the morning?” In some styles of per-
formance, each successive verse suggests a method of sobering
or punishing the drunken sailor.  

Additional verses include:
- Sling him in the long boat till he’s sober,
- Give ‘im a taste of the bosun’s rope-end.
- Shave his belly with a rusty razor.
- Turn him over and drive him windward.
- Put him in the scuppers with a hose-pipe on him.
- Put him in bed with the captain’s daughter *.
- Heave him by the leg and with a rung console him.
- That’s what we’ll do with the drunken sailor.

* A relative of the cat-o-nine-tails
No racing news to report this week due to lack of wind on

Sunday.  Perhaps tomorrow will be better. 
Patty Leucht is our next committee boat captain.  There

are dates available for anyone willing to give it try.  It’s fun
and it’s easy.  Season standings appear on this page.    See you
out there.  That is all.    

-Stewart Spratt
2012 Fleet Captain

Drunken sailors ...

MCs
Sailor Races Total PointsSeason Average
Scott Troeger 3 4721 1574
Jeff Smitley 3 4642 1547
Harold Cranmer 3 4257 1419
Gib Eberhart 3 4182 1394

Sunfish
Rick Russwurm 3 4565 1522
Chris Spratt 3 4486 1495
Stu Spratt 3 4413 1471
Mike Lutz 3 4338 1446

The Closest Marina to Birch Lake!
8 MILES FROM THE LAKE, IN “ZIMMYVILLE” JUST SOUTH OF US 12

Pontoon BBoat SSpecials!
2012 MANITOU PONTOONS 

Aurora 18’ Black w/Mercury 25 hp $15265.71
Aurora 20’ Burgundy w/Mercury 40 hp Bigfoot $17617.18 

Aurora 22’ Blue w/Mercury 60 hp $19402.55
Oasis 23’ SE VP Black — Rear Lounge Hi-Performance V-Toon w/Mercury 150 hp Optimax 

In-floor storage; 40 mph with four passengers! $32495.00 

2012 XCURSION PONTOONS by Forest River
X-21C Black w/40 hp Mercury Bigfoot $18995

Dock SStore SSpecials!
4 x 10 foot Pier sections

Treated Wood.........................................................................$169 
Treated Wood and Aluminum .............................................$269
Aluminum ...............................................................................$409
Anodized Aluminum .............................................................$509
Sheerline White Vinyl............................................................$549

4-foot Aluminum Post Assembly
Includes 1 crossarm, 2 posts, 2 crossarm clamps, 

2 stringer brackets, and 2 augers or 8” bottom plates. 
Post Height ...3’ .......4’ .......5’ .......6’ .........7’ .........8’ .......10’
$/assembly...$109...$117 ..$122...$128 ....$135.....$140....$155

Other Styles and Sizes available 

Otter Island Rafts 8 x 10’ (Yellow or Tan).......................................................................................................................................$1349
1400# PWC Lift .....................................................................................................................................................................................$895

69545 Sunset Blvd, Union, MI

SALES — SERVICE — STORAGE

In water/on site 
MOBILE MECHANIC
We’ll come to you!



Water Temperature charts provided by Steve Quinlan (west side)

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Water Quality
Proposed change

stirs concerns
The Birch Lake Homeowner’s Association and the Water Quality

Committee request that all reading the article reprinted below email Mr.
Lossee (at loseet@michigan.gov) prior to June 21, expressing their strong

objection to this proposed change eliminating requirements for notice
and public hearing[s] for before installing docks at public landings.



Wednesday next week is the
summer solstice, which is the
longest day of the year for us

at Birch Lake and the start of the
summer season. The solstice occurs at
7:09 pm EDT, when the Sun reaches
its northernmost point for the year.
And aren’t you glad we no longer have
to translate the time of day for those
who simply couldn’t grasp what time
it happened to be wherever they were
standing?  I know I am.  And since I’ve
set foot down this road I may as well
continue.  

Celestial bodies — the Sun, Moon,
planets, and stars — have provided us
a reference for measuring the passage
of time throughout our existence.
Ancient civilizations relied upon the
apparent motion of these bodies
through the sky to determine seasons,
months, and years.

Not until somewhat recently (that
is, in terms of human history) did peo-
ple find a need for knowing the time of
day. As best we know, 5000 to 6000
years ago great civilizations in the
Middle East and North Africa began
to make clocks to augment their calen-
dars.  People needed to know  how late
the band played at Jabar’s Oasis on
Saturday night and at what time
Jaquim’s Family Restaurant opened
on Sunday morning.  Clocks were
needed.  

All clocks must have two basic
components: 
1. A regular process or action to mark
off equal increments of time. Early
examples of such processes included
the movement of the sun across the
sky, candles marked in increments, oil
lamps with marked reservoirs and
sand/hour glasses.
2. A means of keeping track of the
increments of time and displaying the
result. Our ways of keeping track of

the passage of time include the posi-
tion of clock hands and digital time
displays.  (Cultural aside...Young folks
today have no concept of clockwise and
counter-clockwise because the num-
bers just magically appear on their
timekeeping devices such as iPads and
cell phones.) 

Timekeeping devices evolved from
obelisks/sundials, water clocks, and
incense burning clocks to finally
mechanical pendulum clocks in 1656.
A Dutch scientist’s early pendulum
clock had an error of less than 1
minute a day, the first time such accu-
racy had been achieved. Christiaan
Huygens’s later refinements reduced
his clock’s error to less than 10 sec-
onds a day.  

Quartz clocks came into use as
early as 1920 and greatly improved
accuracy, although from one quartz
crystal to another there was some
variation.  After the study of quartz
crystals stimulated with electricity sci-
entists realized that atoms (and mole-
cules) have resonances; each chemical
element and compound absorbs and
emits electromagnetic radiation at its
own characteristic frequencies. These
resonances are inherently stable over
time and space. An atom of hydrogen
or cesium here today is (so far as we
know) exactly like one a million years
ago or in another galaxy. Thus atoms
constitute a potential “pendulum” with
a reproducible rate that can form the
basis for more accurate clocks.

In the 1840s a railway standard
time for all of England, Scotland, and
Wales evolved, replacing several “local
time” systems. The Royal Observatory
in Greenwich began transmitting time
telegraphically in 1852 and by 1855
most of Britain used Greenwich time.
Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) subse-
quently evolved as an important and

well-recognized time reference for the
world. 

From GMT and the establishment
of the prime meridian time zones were
logically and methodically established
in the US and around the globe.
During WWI Daylight Saving Time
came into use to save electricity.  Its
acceptance was widespread but there
were isolated areas of resistance that
ended up causing confusion to some.
More on that another time. 

“Does anybody really know what
time it is?  

Does anybody really care?
If so I can’t imagine why...”

Chicago - Robert Lamm

Get out there, look up and see the
show.  It’s free.

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

Summer solstice
The Moon for June 16 

(At Midnight, US Central time, as viewed
from the Northern Hemisphere) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.049 
2.3 days before new moon 

Day length: 15h 13m
Sunrise: 6:08am
Sunset: 9:21pm

Moonrise: 3:59am

RON COLBORN

Satori Salon 
and Spa
11920 McKinley St., Jones, MI 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

At Satori our elite certified staff specializes in
organic Salon & Spa services. Come experience
our full service Hair Salon & Day Spa.Experience
the “Natural” difference. Find us near the inter-
section of M-40 & M-60 (next to the Fire Dept.)



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) — Renovations or purchases made for your
home will payoff. You should want to feel good about yourself and your goals. You
are best to do your research before taking on such a venture. Changes in your
home will be positive. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) — You may find it difficult to communicate
with someone at work. Your ability to charm others will bring added popularity. Your
competitive nature will enable you to win any contest you enter. Short trips will be
educational. Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) — Your loved ones could set you off. Your
greatest gains will come through your creative ideas. Remember that no one can
walk through your door if there’s someone standing in the doorway. Avoid getting
too close to coworkers or employers.  Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

CANCER  (June 22-July 22) — You’re in the mood to get out and visit
friends. You will need to take a look at the renovations that are necessary and try
to find the cheapest way to get things done. Try to do your job and then leave. A
friendship might suffer if money becomes an issue.  Your lucky day this week will
be Monday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) — You will learn valuable information if you travel
this week. Take time to listen to the problems of family members. You will make
new friends through physical activities. Things are looking up. Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) — Don’t make a move; your confusion
has caused this dilemma and you are best to back away and reassess the situa-
tion. Be diplomatic and honest, and that person will only be made to look bad.
Comfort is a necessity. Check your motives. Try a barbecue or a day at the beach.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) — Hold on; your time will come. You must-
n’t give too much to your children. Try a barbecue or a day at the beach. Don’t

believe everything you hear.  Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) — Don’t be too quick to blame others
for your bad mood. Focus on using your creative abilities in other ways. You may
be out of sorts If you have been extravagant or have let children or friends take
advantage of you financially. You will be able to make financial gains. Your lucky
day this week will be Wednesday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) — Sudden changes of heart may
cause disruptions in your domestic scene. You are best to work at home if you
can. You may have ignored or neglected your mate lately. You may have the day
off but your thoughts will be on your work and your cash situation.  Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) —Don’t bother complaining, do the
work yourself. Stretch the truth, and you may get blamed for something you didn’t
do. Your irritability will lead to family squabbles. You will be extremely sentimental,
and if pushed by others you may hold a lasting grudge.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) — Accept the inevitable, and opportu-
nities for advancement will follow. Someone around you may not be trustworthy.
Try to be tolerant of the moods of those around you. Set the ball in motion and be
relentless until you complete the project.  Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) — Attend seminars that will bring you in con-
tact with the right people. Opportunities to meet new lovers will I come through
pleasure trips or social events. You may have difficulties with family members if
you get involved in petty arguments. Deception in your home is evident. Don’t beat
around the bush. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK ... You are morally and spiri-
tually superior to most mere mortal human beings.  You should definitely buy a lot-
tery ticket this week and split any winnings with the staff of the Birch Barker.

YOUR HOROSCOPE



Have you ever made your own
homemade Guacamole? Here’s an
easy and yummy recipe to try.

Ingredients
■ 3 avocados — peeled, pitted, 

and mashed 
■ 1 lime, juiced 
■ 1 teaspoon salt 
■ 1/2 cup diced onion 
■ 3 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro 
■ 2 roma (plum) tomatoes, diced 
■ 1 teaspoon minced garlic 
■ 1 pinch ground cayenne pepper 

(optional) 

Directions
In a medium bowl,

mash together the
avocados, lime
juice, and salt.
Mix in onion,
cilantro, toma-
toes, and garlic.
Stir in cayenne
pepper. Refrigerate
1 hour for best fla-
vor, or serve imme-
diately. 

~Birch Lake Recipes~

KXDVVVYNTVLMSAAMCTUNLKBBIUVCTOCGNDQJGDKUPANIBRLGOGUHQCYACSSJGLXTYPNHVAMAOHMGVUBWIY
C L P N X S I O
O R F K E X N M
Q AOEI TWDI INDM P EJRGPYS FFKL Y H K FBSC T EUYSXFFGDXUMBTSI JNRE S
Y V Q H P Y P C L P P F K A
J J V Y P A H R M A R T U T
PPXH KQSY TXMP J WXJSRAL CUKC UFNB DGKVWFN CYDQ W E QDNLRHOBQQSVGIFY V
B B M K W U P P Q E G T S
I J U E H N V G E W J W Q
H Y N WNGI OCTFNRXRDYANI G LDDF GBUP A A GDPUOOH NQFHWFNHOXFEIBIK IQHH
N O A V N M J O Q C T J J W I H J
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B JVSDCISPAGENTRYU H L XLXSHOTPUT VTSG BUPE KRMS R IFWS CSTLFKSTWO R X
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L ACSB UIMX A I D E CBNB H O H CVBY MLQR X HIOSYHWTQN CMKNSWE KHOQ
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M E F M V R E T K B Q H A P O I
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R A W D H I I S N P K K V Q O R W
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Find and circle these words:

ATHLETES COMPETITION LONDON
BOXING SAILING SUMMER
GYMNASTICS BASKETBALL RINGS
SPRINT SWIMMING RUNNING
PAGENTRY JAVELIN DISCUS
SHOTPUT NATIONS RELAY

Homemade Guacamole

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —
Complete the maze and then find the words. The words can only be found along your
maze path.



INFORMATION SHEET FOR UPDATE OF BLYC DIRECTORY

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________

Birch Lake address: ____________________________________________________

Cottage number (if known):______________________________________________

Off-lake address:_________________________________________________________

Other address:___________________________________________________________

Lake phone: ________________________  Home Phone:________________________

Cell Phone(s): ____________________________________________________________

Email addresses: _________________________________________________________

Children : (Please state ages as of August 31, 2012) ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Other information (optional): ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

— BIRCH LAKE DIRECTORY UPDATE —
Birch Lake Directory Update

It’s time to update our beloved

Directory and the sooner we get

your information, the sooner your

household can have a brand new,

crisp, accurate and informative

directory.

Enclosed in this issue of the Birch

Barker is an Update form. You may:

1. drop it off to Fallon’s at 63600

Birch Road (brown house, green

roof)

2. mail it  to 63600 Birch Road,

Vandalia MI 49095

3. fax it to 269-476-1467

4. complete the form at the Fourth

of July Pancake Breakfast

5. complete it, scan it and send the

pdf to Celia.Fallon@gmail.com

6. or ignore it and allow the editors

to decide your directory entry.



Camp time is here! We’ve been at
camp all week for staff training,
and the first group of campers

arrive on Sunday for Gameshow Week.
We have about 80 kids signed up for the
first week, and our total numbers for the
summer are looking amazing! 

As of June 12, we have 509 campers
registered for camp, which is 48 more
than we had on this date last year. Our
goal is to finish the summer with 50
more kids than we had last year, so
we’re right on track! 

We have spent this past week work-
ing on procedures, policies, developing
programs and activities, cleaning up
camp, and lots of other things! It’s been
a tiring but fun week, and we seem to
have a really great group of staff mem-
bers this summer. We’re really excited
for the kids to arrive on Sunday!

We’re trying a lot of fun new ideas
at camp this summer, with new evening
activities, new daily activities, and dif-
ferent ways of handling announcements
and staff meetings. I learned so many

things at the American Camp
Association (ACA) conference in
February, and we’re trying to implement
a lot of the ideas this summer at camp. 

Many of the presentations I attend-
ed had to do with better ways to interact
with kids, and helping staff better
understand the kids they are working
with. 

One of my favorites was a talk given
by a psychologist named Michael
Thompson, author of the new book
“Homesick and Happy.” He gave a pres-
entation on the ways that camp helps
kids grow and become independent, and
how working through homesickness
helps kids develop a stronger sense of
self. 

I also attended a session by
Christine Carter, author of “Raising
Happiness.” She talked about ways to
teach kids to be more grateful and
happy, and how to make them talk pride
in their accomplishments. 

One thing we’re going to try this
summer is a gratefulness ritual. At the

end of each day, the campers and coun-
selors in each cabin will end the day
with a discussion of the best thing that
happened to them that day. 

I also got to attend a keynote by
Richard Louv, author of “The Nature
Principle” and “Last Child in the
Woods.” He is famous for coining the
term “nature-deficit disorder.” If you’re
looking for a great book to read, I highly
recommend “Last Child in the Woods!”
Louv’s philosophy regarding free play
and unstructured time has a big influ-
ence on my camp focus!

On another note, next Friday (June
22) will be our first Council Fire of the
season. Around 7:30pm we will be com-
ing down to the waterfront, and Princess
Tannadoonah will canoe out of the cove
to light the first fire of the camp season.
Come on out on your boats to hear our
campers sing and see Princess
Tannadoonah!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org
574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

SPAGHETTI-FEST
JUNE 23, 6 - 8 pm
Come see the new Yacht Club door purchased 

with the proceeds from last year’s dinner!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Tickets available at the Commodore’s

Cocktail Party June 9, The Ladies’ Coffee
June 15, from any member of

TEAM EASTSIDE,
or by calling 476-2125

$8 for adults
$5 for kids 4-10 years old 
kids under 3 eat free  
To-Go (carry-out) available

Tickets must be purchased in advance

Camp time is here!



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

2012 BLYC OFFICERS 
Pam Mullin Commodore (N)....................................................476-1080

Classegirl1@comcast.net
Chas Grundy Vice Comm (H)..........................................574-968-7022

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E)....................................................476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W).................................................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Stewart Spratt Fleet Captain (N) .............................................476-2113

slsvb1@comcast.net

2012 BLYC DIRECTORS 
Bob Baucus (N).......................................................................476-2863

rebauc@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W).........................................................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Karen Brovold (W)..................................................................476-8862

karenbrovold@yahoo.com
Harold Cranmer (W) ...............................................................476-2170

dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S) .......................................................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Fred Freihofer (N) ...................................................................476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Patty Luecht (E).......................................................................476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Mike Lutz (N)............................................................................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
Stan Pitakos (N) ...................................................476-2113

stanpitakos@yahoo.com
Steve Quinlan (W)...................................................................476-8802

stevequinlan2@yahoo.com
Vickie Rogers (C) ....................................................................476-2383

tvrogers@netscape.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ................................................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....................................................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W) .................................................................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H)
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S)......................................................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolilnger BLYC Homeowners’ Association Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Bob Waddle (E) ........................................................................476-2293

sparkybob220@comcast.net

2012 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2012 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife 

Eradication Program

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____ - BLYC Roof Fund (NEW)

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

$__________________

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

_____________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514

When it’s time to sell your lake property,
we can lure the right buyers.

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property 
data sheet to our buyer database

● E-mail of your property to our lake 
buyer lists with link to color web page

● Color listing of your property on 
our website, www.jerdon.net

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property data sheet to owners 
on your lake

● Color Lake Property Home guide mailed to buyers & 8,500 
lake owners

● Advertising in Illinois, Indiana & Michigan home guides
● Our own Southwest Michigan Map including lake map and 

lake size table.

Visit our website 
www.jerdon.net

(269) 782-4000



FOR SALE
Three piece vintage (1950’s by R.J. Bunting Co
from Phil. PA.) porch set: glider sofa (makes into a
bed,) glider chair, and rocking chair.  New blue
Naugahyde cushions.  In EXCELLENT condition
and has never been outside.  Must see to to appre-
ciate.  Call Peggy Cowen (269) 476-2786.

Large, heavy, cast iron wood-burning heating
stove.  23-1/2” x 32-1/2” x 49” high.  $750 obo.
Also for sale: hide-a-bed (double) $25 obo.  Call cell
phone (574-315-1193 or home (574) 272-0627.

For sale — The most recognized pontoon boat
on Birch Lake is for Sale! Phil & Sandy’s 1982
Crest Pontoon w/peace sign; newer bimini top, car-
pet, helm, captain’s chair, bench seat and arm rest;
Newer 25 hp Mercury 4-stroke, Bigfoot outboard.
Well maintained, runs great! $3,500 obo.
For Sale: Sunfish sailboat, needs work. Includes

lift, sail, mast, rudder, dagger board, sheet. $50.
Olson 476-2125.

For Sale — 92 Sea Ray 170 Bow Rider, 3.0
merCruiser with 92 Shorelander trailer. 26108
Aluminum Shore Station.  All in excellent condition.
Bob Palm 574-298-2480

For Sale:
Antique
Story and
Clark pump
organ. In
good working
condition.
Best offer. Call
574-215-
5902.

WANTED
Oars anyone???  Looking for some weathered
oars for a DYI window treatment!  Please call Amy
@ 476-2843. 

Photographs Wanted — We are collecting photos
for the 2013 Birch Lake calendar. All are welcome to
submit entries! To enter your photos, please visit
grundyhome.com/blycphotos. Entries are due by
July 15, 2012

Almost ready to sail. All I need is a rudder for a
Sunfish. Please contact Bill Carpenter Cottage 12.
574-340-5559

Tim and I and our Standard Poodle Charlie want to
rent a place on Birch for half of June through
half of August, or something like that, were flexible!
Our contact number is 1-850-554-0769, or 850-934-
3688. Email, tim.burchell@aopsales.com,
lizbur@bellsouth.net

Tannadoonah camper parents looking for a place
on the lake to rent the week of July 29 through
August 4. Contact Miss Amber at 574-217-4731

Work Wanted — Looking for odd jobs!  A friend of
ours is going to be staying with us for a few weeks
and he is out of work. Looking for any odd jobs such
as spring cleanup, mowing, raking, planting, trim-
ming, general carpentry or any other job you don’t
have time for or don’t want to do. Has lake refer-
ences. Reasonable Rates. Call Matt Hudson at 616-
818-6633 or Staci Whiteman at 269-816-5755

LOST
Lost: Rectangle-shaped blue boat fender. If found
please call the Russwurm’s and we will come and
pick it up. 476-2407

HOMES FOR SALE
Grundy house on the Hill. Visit http://bit.ly/birch-
lakehouse for more info. Contact Chas Grundy at
chas@grundyhome.com or 574.315.0217.

Eastside A-Frame lakefront cottage.  New on the
market — contact Ilene Golden at 574-360-8766

BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

GARAGE SALE
Garage Sale June 15  & 16 — Several family
members involved; anything from store memorabil-
ia, shelving, display cases, cash register, antiques
Mom’s old desk and more, kids toys, books, crafts
and  more.  Location is Tom’s Garage, 63909
Walnut Road,   A good time to stop by and say Hi,
Becky Beers

Want to place a classified ad?  It’s simple.  Just
send me the ad (email is the most simple) at
sailorphil@philvitale.com.  Classified ads are
free to members; $5 for non-members.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Want an ad in the Birch Barker? 

E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com ... mail or drop to 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


