
The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned.  To

contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Pam Mullin, (269) 476-1080.       --Phil Vitale, editor

Dear Friends of Birch Lake:
What a wonderful Ladies Tea Celia

Fallon and Carla Chester hosted last
Friday at the Yacht Club.  It was beauti-
fully decorated with floral tablecloths
and vases of fresh flowers. The food was
absolutely delicious and the company
and conversation ... priceless!  About 30
ladies attended and everyone seem to
enjoy themselves. Celia mentioned it has
been years since we held a Ladies Tea,
and I want to thank her and Carla for
bringing it back. Thank you ladies!!!

Don’t forget the Spaghetti-Fest this
Saturday from 6-8 pm at the Yacht
Club. The committee will be starting to
cook the sauce later this week for all you
folks so if you still need tickets, contact
any member of Team Eastside or call
476-2125.

It’s not too late to submit any
updates/corrections/new info/etc. to be

included in the 2012 Birch Lake
Directory. The Publications and
Communications Committee (bet you
didn’t know we had one of these) has
extended the deadline to Tuesday, July
31. Directories will be available some-
time in August. So please get any
updates/corrections/new info/etc. to the
Fallons at 63600 Birch Road. Look for
more information in the Barker.

Don’t forget the “Summer Olympics”
themed Boat Parade, beginning at 2 pm
from Dick Bender’s pier on the South
Side. Looking forward to checking out all
the different “Summer Olympics”
themed boats, so as Carla and Ilene (our
Boat Parade Chairwomen) said, “lets
show the real Birch Lake spirit by par-
ticipating in this very exciting summer
event.” 

After the Boat Parade, we will have
fireworks beginning at dusk, and then
the Pancake Breakfast will be held in
the dining hall at Camp Tannadoonah
on Sunday, July 1st from 8:30 to 11 am.

2012 BLYC Calendar

June 23 .................Spaghetti Dinner 6-8 pm
June 30 .......................................Boat Parade
June 30 ...........................................Fireworks
July 1 ................................Pancake Breakfast
July 1..............................Fireworks Rain Date
July 14.....................Vice Commodore’s Party
July 20 ..........................Women’s Golf Outing
July 21 ...........Poker Run/Camp T Hog Roast
July 27................................Men’s Golf Outing
Aug. 4 ........................Corn & Sausage Roast
Aug. 25 ..........................................Fall Dinner
Sept. 8.....................................Sailing Awards
Sept. 15 or 25 ...........Game Night/Card Party
Oct. 6............................Annual Chili Cook-Off

Board Meetings - 9 am (Saturdays)
July 7, Aug. 4 (Homeowners Meeting to fol-
low board meeting), Sept. 8 

Sailing Regattas
4th of July weekend; Labor Day weekend

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

Thanks to the ladies!

© Copyright 2012, The Birch Lake Yacht Club
Weekend of June 23, 2012

The official publication of the
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

Cooper Petty, north shore, turned 5 last week and caught his first fish of the summer!

Commodore’s Comments



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
Adults $5; Children 6-10 $2 and under 5
Free. This is an all-you-can-eat break-
fast, and all the proceeds will go to
Camp Tannadoonah.

Try and stay cool while we have the
hot weather. And make sure to drink
plenty of water along with the beverage
of your choice.

Looks like we have an “eventless”
week-end July 7th. Let’s all sit back,
relax and get ready for the Vice
Commodore’s Party on Saturday, July
14th. 

Here’s to smooth sailing....
~Commodore Pam

Line Dancing on Tuesdays
Lind Harman will teach/host line

dancing at the Yacht Club on Tuesday
morning until further notice.

Pancake Breakfast
Come join your Birch Lake neigh-

bors at the annual Fourth of July
Holiday Pancake Breakfast next
Sunday, July 1, from 8:30 am to 11 am
at Camp Tannadoonah.

All you can eat pancakes (a limited
supply of gluten-free pancakes will be
available), sausage, fruit, coffee and juice
for just $5 for adults, children 6-10 $2,
and free for under 5 kids. All the pro-
ceeds will go to Camp Tannadoonah.

Newberg open house
Newberg Township Fire and EMS

(corner of M40 and M60), in conjunction
with Satori Salon will host an open
house on Saturday, July 14 from 11 am
to 5 pm.  There will be a med-flight,
smoke house, dunk tank, kids waterball
and a bounce house.  Port-A-Pit Chicken
& Ribs will be available ($7 for chicken;

$8 for rib tips ... comes with two sides
and a drink).  All are welcome!

Summer Olympics is theme of the
4th of July Boat Parade for 2012

The theme for this year’s Birch Lake
Boat Parade is “The Summer Olympics.”
The official Summer Olympics will be
held in London and other parts of the
U.K.this summer. And we on Birch Lake
have every intension of duplicating the
games right her on our own lake this 4th
of July holiday.  For great ideas for deco-
rating your water vessel go to the official
Summer Olympics web site and wake up
the creative and athletic juices in you!
You can be the athlete you always
dreamed about being!

Birch Lake will celebrate the holiday
on Saturday, June 30. The boat parade
will begin at 2 pm from Dick Bender’s
pier on the south side of the lake.  

Boats will  line up, one behind the
other, for registration and instructions
at that time. The parade will commence
after all  boats are registered. The
parade will be led by this year’s Grand
Marshall, who will be named in the
Birch Barker on June 29.  After the
parade lap, the boats will return, one at
a time, to the registration dock to receive
their trophies. Each family group will
receive a trophy for their participation in
the parade but only one boat will receive
the much sought after “First Place” tro-
phy.

The members of the Birch Lake Yacht Club
would like to thank Keith Kinzler from the
west side and his good buddy Lance Surges for
sanding and polishing the Yacht Club floor last
weekend. It looks great!



— Birch Lake Notes —
Lets show the real Birch Lake spirit

by participating in this very exciting
summer event.  Serious and not so seri-
ous contenders may participate, this is
all in fun!

-Carla Chester and Ilene Golden

Got Pix?
We are looking for photos of (and

around) Birch Lake for a 2013 calendar.
We’re particularly interested in covering
all the seasons, so if you have a few
(please no more than 5 per person),
please send them to us ... you can email
your submissions to sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com or get them to Commodore
Pam, Vice Commodore Chas, or to Phil
(see black box below for addresses, etc).

Thanks to Vice Commodore Chas
there is also a cool ONLINE form to sub-
mit photos ... find a link to the form at
http://www.philvitale.com (follow the
link to “The Birch Barker.”)

Homeowners’ Association
The Birch Lake Homeowners’

Association is part of the Birch Lake
Yacht Club, but with separate member-
ship, separate funding, and a separate
board of 5 members elected every three
years by its members.  It concentrates
on local governmental and legal matters
affecting the Birch Lake community.  It
monitors the activities of local govern-
mental units so the lake community is
not caught unawares by adverse actions.
By doing so, the local political authori-
ties are made aware that the interests of
the Birch Lake community should be
duly taken into account.  It maintains
separate funds so that, if necessary,

immediate legal action could be initiated
to contest a matter adversely affecting
Birch Lake.  It also funds projects of
general benefit to the property owners
on the lake, such as safety pamphlets
and safety sign at the landing.

The Homeowners Association board
appreciates all of our concerned neigh-
bors who pay Homeowners dues each
year, and reminds everyone that the
annual Homeowners’ Association Board
meeting will be on August 4 after the

Birch Lake Yacht Club Board meeting.
All are welcome to attend.

Cass County Conservation Club
The Cass County Conservation Club

will host a garage sale on Aug 12 to 14
in the club parking lot. This is the week-
end of the large US-12 garage sale.  For
a nominal fee, spots are available for you
to display your items.  For more details
or to reserve your spot contact Connie
Sue Hulse at 269-641-2590. 

5 sshowings, 2 ooffers,
Signed CContract
...IN 22 WWEEKS!

Other real estate agents talk about their listings ...
Let me tell you about my RESULTS!

Amy Lutz, Realtor
BIRCH LAKE Specialist; BIRCH LAKE Resident
Primary: 269-744-7746 Secondary: 269-663-5164 
amylutz@cressyeverett.com 
www.amylutz.cressyeverett.com

26251 US 12
Edwardsburg, MI 49112

Sometimes it seems like the sailors don’t know whether they’re coming or going ... Thanks to the
Committee Boat for this cool pic ... 



— Birch Lake Notes —

ARE YOU READY FOR A GREAT DAY OF FUN???

IT’S TIME FOR
“THE GIRLS JUST 

WANNA HAVE FUN”
GOLF OUTING!!!

July 20 — 9AM 

GARVER LAKE GOLF COURSE (EDWARDSBURG)

Prizes for best ball, closest to the pin, best putt, and soooo
much more!  50/50 cash Raffle, and many surprises!  

Lunch will follow at Lunkers in Edwardsburg.  

$35 per person includes 9 holes of golf with cart, lunch and
more fun than legally allowed!!!

Checks should be made out to BLYC 
and dropped off to Patty Luecht (East side)

Questions call 476-2615

BE THERE!!  GET YOUR TEAM!!! 

Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to be raffled

Team Members and Entries by July 13th

1.____________________  2._________________

3._____________________ 4.________________

The following events are also sched-
uled at the Cass County Conservation
Club on US 12 at Birch Rd.:
June 30 — Boating Safety Course 
July 14 & 15 — U-Pick’em Bingo 
Aug. 25 — Corn and Sausage Roast 
Sept. 15 & 16 — U-Pick’em Bingo 
Nov. 3 & 4 —  Bingo Proceeds to

Weekly events include Line Dance
class w/ Fran every Monday @ 6pm;
Zumba every Wednesday @ 5:30 pm;
Yoga every Tuesday @ 6 pm; Euchre
every Thursday @ 6:30 pm.

Barker Deadlines
Please be advised that the deadline

for submitting information for any par-
ticular edition is always the Tuesday of
the week before publication (example:
the deadline for materials for the next

issue is Tuesday, June 12) ... thanks.

Advertising in the Barker
We are still (and always) accepting

both display and classified advertising
for the Birch Barker (see page 17 of
today’s Barker).  

Classified ads are free to members
of the BLYC (non-member rate is $5 per
ad).  Email your classified ads to the
Barker at sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Display ads are charged at the low,
one-time rate of $65 for a 1/8 page ad;
$130 for a 1/4 page ad; $260 for a 1/2
page ad; and $520 for a full page ad.

For information and help building
your ad, contact Phil at 476-1680, 445-
9200 or sailorphil@philvitale.com.

All ads are subject to the approval of
the editor and/or Commodore, officers
and board of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

Roads to be closed
An update on the closure of

Brownsville — The Road Commission
has received a report from Enbridge
Energy that the project will not be com-
plete until the end of June.   

The Road Commission also reports
that Redfield Rd. at the bridge East of
Adamsville Road is still closed. The
detour is Adamsville Road, US-12 and
Cassopolis Street. This project is expect-
ed to continue through July 31st  If you
have questions, you can contact the
Road Commission at 269-445-8611.

Birch Lake Directory Updates 
It’s time to update our beloved

Directory and the sooner we get your
information, the sooner your house-
hold can have a brand new, crisp,
accurate and informative directory.

Enclosed in this issue of the Birch
Barker is an Update form. You may:
1. drop it off to Fallon’s at 63600
Birch Road (brown house, green roof)
2. mail it  to 63600 Birch Road,
Vandalia MI 49095
3. fax it to 269-476-1467
4. complete the form at the Fourth of
July Pancake Breakfast
5. complete it, scan it and send the

pdf to Celia.Fallon@gmail.com
6. or ignore it and allow the editors
to decide your directory entry.



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

— Birch Lake Notes —
NEW EVENT — BLYC POKER RUN
& Camp Tannadoonah Hog Roast

Saturday - July 21, 2012
Join the fun - first 52 players get to play! $15 entry fee.

You will receive a playing Card at each home. Players must visit all 5 homes on Birch Lake to
pick up cards to be eligible to win!. At the last (5th) home, poker hands will be presented to

the official Dealers (Stan & Rich). Refreshments provided at each home.
Best Poker hand wins $250; second best hand - $100, third best $50.

Event starts at 3pm - meet at Stu Spratt’s and get the first card.
Other stops include:

West shore - Sheffieck’s South shore - TBD
East shore - Fallon’s & Chester’s North shore - Mullin’s

Pontoon transportation will be provided between stop! Finish at Mullin’s.
Attend the Camp Tannadoonah Annual Hog Roast afterwards - including Live

Music and of course - the hog!!!! 

Drop entry form off to any of the hosts - Mullin, Spratt, Sheffieck, Fallon,
Chester. Limited to the first 52 players!!!!!

USE THIS ENTRY FORM

Player name: __________________________________________

Player name: __________________________________________



— Birch Lake Notes —

The Closest Marina to Birch Lake!
8 MILES FROM THE LAKE, IN “ZIMMYVILLE” JUST SOUTH OF US 12

Pontoon BBoat SSpecials!
2012 MANITOU PONTOONS 

Aurora 18’ Black w/Mercury 25 hp $15265.71
Aurora 20’ Burgundy w/Mercury 40 hp Bigfoot $17617.18 

Aurora 22’ Blue w/Mercury 60 hp $19402.55
Oasis 23’ SE VP Black — Rear Lounge Hi-Performance V-Toon w/Mercury 150 hp Optimax 

In-floor storage; 40 mph with four passengers! $32495.00 

2012 XCURSION PONTOONS by Forest River
X-21C Black w/40 hp Mercury Bigfoot $18995

Dock SStore SSpecials!
4 x 10 foot Pier sections

Treated Wood.........................................................................$169 
Treated Wood and Aluminum .............................................$269
Aluminum ...............................................................................$409
Anodized Aluminum .............................................................$509
Sheerline White Vinyl............................................................$549

4-foot Aluminum Post Assembly
Includes 1 crossarm, 2 posts, 2 crossarm clamps, 

2 stringer brackets, and 2 augers or 8” bottom plates. 
Post Height ...3’ .......4’ .......5’ .......6’ .........7’ .........8’ .......10’
$/assembly...$109...$117 ..$122...$128 ....$135.....$140....$155

Other Styles and Sizes available 

Otter Island Rafts 8 x 10’ (Yellow or Tan).......................................................................................................................................$1349
1400# PWC Lift .....................................................................................................................................................................................$895

69545 Sunset Blvd, Union, MI

SALES — SERVICE — STORAGE

In water/on site 
MOBILE MECHANIC
We’ll come to you!

With pinkie fingers held at exactly
the correct angle, Birch Lake ladies
shared tea, coffee and conversation on
Friday June 8 at the Yacht Club. 

Commodore Pam Mullin’s sugges-
tion to revive the ladies’ tea, last held in
2007, was acted upon enthusiastically by
Co-Chairs Celia Fallon and Carla
Chester. 

Tables were set with nostalgic flow-
ered table linens, accented by charming
blue plates and blue and white polka dot
napkins.  Lovely garden flowers
arranged by Judy Olson adorned the
table. 

The delicious food included fruit
salad, quiche, sweet rolls, granola,
yogurt and even gluten free granola
bars. Everyone raved over the
Zucchini/Pineapple Muffins so we
include the recipe for your enjoyment. 

Guests were greeted by Sheryl

Magro and were signed up to win door
prizes.  After enjoying the food and con-
versation, Celia led the ladies in a game
in which many held the prize for a
moment but the eventual winner was
Linda Curtis.

It was great to see many long time
BLYC members and to greet some new
people as well.  

Many thanks to Celia, Carla and
their committee for a really lovely and
beautiful event.

- Sheryl Magro

The Brits have nothing on us!
BLYC Ladies’ Tea a smashing success!



Featured Listings:

Great home on Birch Lake with access to sandy
swimming area and pier for a GREAT price!  This 3-
bedroom walkout has fabulous lake views from every
room in the house and lakeside deck.  There is a see-
thru fireplace between the newly updated kitchen and
dining area.  New windows and exterior doors.  Make
this your year-round home or getaway.  Enjoy the 
summer today! NEW PRICE: $84,900

Very nice, all-brick
home with 100 FT
of very sandy
beach on All-Sports
Long Lake —
with access into
Coverdale Lake and
canoeing and
kayaking into the St
Joe River. This
home is very spacious and has fabulous views from all
of the large windows throughout. Gourmet kitchen with
new flooring and eating area, Two fireplaces (living and
family rooms), and rec area in lower level. New carpet
in living room and master bedroom has built-ins and
cedar closet.  Beautiful terraced landscaping and patio
with fire pit. Great home for entertaining!

Asking $445,000

— Birch Lake Notes —

(Recipe from Kathy, the 
Birch Lake Mail Deliverer)

Mix together:
2 cups sugar
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon soda
¼ teaspoon baking powder
1 Tablespoon cinnamon

Add:
3 eggs
1 cup oil
2 cups grated zucchini
1 20 ounce can crushed
pineapple (do not drain)

Directions:
Mix well. Place batter in

prepared (greased) pans.

Loaves:  Bake for one
hour at 325 F.

Mini Muffins: Bake for
15 - 20 minutes at 325 F.

Regular-size muffins:
Bake for 35 - 40 minutes at
325 F.

Don’t forget, those who
make bread seldom loaf.

Zucchini/Pineapple Muffins served at the Ladies Tea



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
THANK YOU
FOR VOTING
US THE BEST
OF THE BEST!

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Best Of The Best!

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Greta, Lyla and Clara Boecher with the help of their parents Dan and Lori brought and
planted a tree for Papaw Russwurm’s big birthday. What a great idea.

Last weekend’s committee boat:From left: Michele
Pierson,  Bad Patty Luecht,Good Patti Russwurm,
Dana Parsons (we don’t know who the clown in the
background is ... 

Julianna Rose Wodark as born on April 28, 2012 at
6:12 PM. 7 pounds, 7 ounces and 20 inches. Happy
Parents are Joe and Emily Wodark,  1st time grandpar-
ents are Nina and Dave Frurip and 1st time great
grandmother is Sonia Sanders.



— Barker Kids of the Week —
The Abernethy’s were
back on Birch Lake to
celebrate Fathers day!
Spike, Anne and the 3
girls used to live in the
Backus’ house on North
Shore and Anne
(O’Brien) also grew up
on the North Shore in the
home that her daughter,
Sarah Petty, and family
are in now.  



Fleet Captain’s Corner

Come all ye young fellers that follows th’ sea.
W-ay! Hey? Blow th’ man down
I’ll sing ye a song if ye’ll listen t’ me.

Give us th’ time an’ we’ll blow th’ man down!
Blow the man down is an old sea shanty. It has been

described as the most famous sea shanty of them all, and just-
ly so. It is claimed that its life began in the Western Ocean
sailing ships, with German emigrants. Others state that it
derived from an African-American song: Knock the Man
Down. Western Ocean law was: ‘Rule with the fist, the belay-
ing pin or a capstan bar’. Chief Mates in these ships were
known as ‘Blowers’. The Second Mates were ‘Strikers’ and the
Third Mates were ‘greasers’. A rough tough world indeed. 

There are countless versions of Blow the Man Down and
as we’ve learned before this halyard shanty is a working song.
A halyard is a strong rope used to haul on the yard - a wooden
extension of the mast to which sails are fastened. The halyard
shanty is sung while hauling on such a halyard. The crew
‘rests’ while the shanty man (sometimes elected by the crew)
sings the verse - then all hands join in the chorus - and haul. 

Between 1850 and the early 1900’s, the fastest clipper
ships were the Black Ballers, plying between England and
America.  The westbound voyage was usually 4 weeks against
the wind and the returning eastern voyage was about 3 weeks,
going with the winds. And the more quickly a ship returned to
homeport, the quicker a sailor would get paid. A position
aboard the Black Ballers was one to be envied, however, the
reputation of the Black Baller captains was notorious, they
ran a brutal ship.  When it was said that a man was blown
down, it meant that he was beaten to the ground, which was
rumored to happen often aboard the Black Ballers.  

The following are a sample of versions of the song about
these ships and their treatment of sailors:

As I was a walking down Paradise Street
A pretty young damsel I chanced for to meet.

She was round in the counter and bluff in the bow,
So I took in all sail and cried, “Way enough now.”

So I tailed her my flipper and took her in tow
And yardarm to yardarm away we did go.

But as we were going she said unto me
There’s a spanking full-rigger just ready for sea.

But as soon as that packet was clear of the bar
The mate knocked me down with the end of a spar.

It’s starboard and larboard on deck you will sprawl
For Kicking Jack Williams commands the Black Ball.

So I give you fair warning before we belay,
Don’t ever take heed of what pretty girls say.

Sailing was a ball last week with the excellent wind.
While I couldn’t see everything that happened I did notice
some excitement on at least one of the MC starts and Rick and
I went hull to hull on the last Sunfish race.  No gunshots were
exchanged but I may have heard some sailor language out
there.  

Thanks to Bad Patty and her committee boat crew for the
wonderful job they did for all of us.  We are grateful.  See you
Sunday at 11:00.  Remember, all are welcome to come out and
sail.  Rick is giving Sunfish lessons so just follow him.  I do.
That is all.  

-Stewart Spratt
2012 Fleet Captain

Blow the man down ...

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Sailing results for last Sunday’s races (and season totals and averages)

MCs
Sailor .........................................Race 1 ..........................Race 3.......................Race 3........................Total Points.........................Races ..............Season Average
Scott Troeger ..................................2.....................................1.................................2 ...................................9363....................................6 .............................1561 
Jeff Smitley ....................................1.....................................3.................................1 ...................................9286....................................6 .............................1548
Phil Vitale ........................................5.....................................2.................................3 ..................................4261....................................3 .............................1420
Harold Cranmer..............................3.....................................5.................................6 ...................................8222....................................6 .............................1370
Bill Luecht ......................................4.....................................4.................................5 ..................................4034....................................3 .............................1345
Gib Eberhart ..................................6.....................................6.................................4 ..................................8091....................................6 .............................1334

Sunfish
Rick Russwurm ..............................1.....................................2.................................1 ...................................9286....................................6 .............................1548
Stu Spratt ........................................2.....................................1.................................2 ...................................9055....................................6 .............................1509
Chris Spratt ..................................DNS...............................DNS...........................DNS ................................4486....................................3 .............................1495
Mike Lutz.........................................3.....................................3.................................3 ...................................7226....................................6 .............................1445



The Water Quality Committee con-
tinues to provide monitoring services
regarding the health and safety of Birch
Lake, as well as to survey for and elimi-
nate invasive species as feasible.  

At present, the monitoring services
regarding the health of the lake are pri-
marily through one program.  It is the
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program
(CLMP) which is managed by the
Michigan Clean Water Program
(MiCorps).  We participate in this pro-
gram through our association with the
Michigan Lakes and Streams
Association, and this is all done in con-
cert with the Department of Natural
Resources.  Our usual monitoring
includes weekly evaluation of water
transparency, spring and summer phos-
phorous sampling, monthly chlorophyll
sampling, and frequent evaluation of the
temperature and dissolved oxygen pro-
file through the water column at the
deepest part of the lake.  Labs at
Michigan State conduct the actual
analysis for phosphorous and chlorophyll
from the samples provided.

Birch Lake Yacht Club Water
Quality Committee in-house monitoring
and sampling services are typically per-
formed by Dr. Terry Dugan and Gordon
Seyfarth.  

The entire CLMP report can be
found at the Michigan Lakes and
Stream Association web site.
http://www.MyMLSA.org.  After reach-
ing their home page, click on CLMP, and
once there, click on “2011 CLMP Final
Report”.  This is a very educational
report to read that includes not only the
data for Birch Lake and all the other

lakes in the program, but an overview of
Lake biology.

For the 2009 and 2010 seasons we
also contracted with an independent lim-
nologist, Dr. Wallace Fusilier.  He com-
bined his own samples and test results
with some of ours and provided an
informative, in-depth report on just
Birch Lake including test results from
those two seasons.  Although not based
on most current data, his report is still
significant because its conclusions are
similar to those indicated by the CLMP
data and it includes measurements on
and information about other criteria not
measured by the CLMP.  The 2009 -
2010 Water Quality Report on Birch
Lake prepared by Dr. Wallace E.
Fusilier, Consulting Limnologist with
Water Quality Investigators of Dexter,
MI, is now available online at the bot-
tom of the same page as the 2011
Barkers … go to http://www.philvitale.com
and follow the links to the 2011 printed
Birch Barkers.  Unfortunately, Dr.
Fusilier’s decision to retire truncated
any subsequent reports by him.

For the last 3 - 4 years we also ran-
domly check throughout the summer for
the presence of E coli.  This data will be
provided as it is collected during the
summer. Please note that none of the
BLYC samples, even those collected by
an independent lab, over this time peri-
od, identified an issue here but will
remain diligent in the monitoring.  

Rick Russwurm contracts with an
outside agency for survey and eradica-
tion of asian milfoil, and he and Bruce
Wagner survey and actually pull out
purple loostrife as it is found.  These are

but two invasive species that if
unchecked could dramatically alter our
lake.  Others are on their way and we
will evaluate programs for identification
and management as the issue arises.
Michigan Lakes and Streams is a good
source for information on other invasive
species.  

Programs are in place for the long
term evaluation on the State of the Lake
so we can look at issues from year to
year.  At this point we see no major
changes from last year.  Generally that
is a good thing.  In the absence of dra-
matic differences in weather patterns
from year to year, stability in observa-
tions should be the norm.  The lake will
age as that is the natural progression of
things.  We just do not want to help it
along through our activities.

In the meantime, please recall that
fertilizer washing into our lake is not a
good thing.  If you feel you have to fertil-
ize your lawn, please try to do so only
minimally and use only a phosphorous
free fertilizer. Gert and Bob Temple still
have a supply of phosphorous free fertil-
izer at their home which they’d be
delighted to share with any lake resi-
dent at a nominal cost, if not for free.

Water Temperature charts provided by Steve Quinlan (west side)

Water Quality

RON COLBORN

Satori Salon 
and Spa
11920 McKinley St., Jones, MI 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

At Satori our elite certified staff specializes in
organic Salon & Spa services. Come experience
our full service Hair Salon & Day Spa.Experience
the “Natural” difference. Find us near the inter-
section of M-40 & M-60 (next to the Fire Dept.)

Monitoring our lake



Big groan.  Are we going there
again?  You betcha. The
main purpose of Daylight

Saving Time (also called “Summer
Time” in many places in the world) is
to make better use of daylight. We
change our clocks during the summer
months to move an hour of daylight
from the morning to the evening

Most of the United States begins
Daylight Saving Time at 2 am on the
second Sunday in March and reverts
to standard time on the first Sunday
in November. Most of the rest of the
civilized world follows a similar proto-
col but with some subtle differences
not worth noting due to space.  

The official spelling is Daylight
Saving Time, not Daylight SavingS
Time.  Saving is used here as a verbal
adjective (a participle). It modifies
time and tells us more about its
nature; namely, that it is character-
ized by the activity of saving daylight.
It is a saving daylight kind of time.
Because of this, it would be more accu-
rate to refer to DST as daylight-saving
time. Similar examples would be a
mind-expanding book or a man-eating
tiger. Saving is used in the same way
as saving a ball game, rather than as
a savings account.

Nevertheless, many people feel the
word savings (with an ‘s’) flows more
mellifluously off the tongue. Daylight
Savings Time seems to be in common
usage, and can be found in dictionar-
ies.

Adding to the confusion is that the
phrase Daylight Saving Time is inac-
curate, since no daylight is actually
saved. Daylight Shifting Time would
be better, and Daylight Time Shifting
more accurate, but neither is political-
ly desirable.  In Europe Summer Time
is used.

In the U.S., 2 am was originally
chosen as the changeover time
because it was practical and mini-
mized disruption. Most people were at
home and this was the time when the
fewest trains were running. It is late
enough to minimally affect bars and
restaurants, and it prevents the day
from switching to yesterday, which
would be confusing. It is early enough
that the entire continental U.S.
switches by daybreak, and the
changeover occurs before most early
shift workers and early churchgoers
are affected.

Anecdotally, daylight saving time
has had a remarkable impact on a
wide variety of unexpected areas.
Though too numerous to go into in
space available I’ll provide a sample
and we’ll be done.  

Widespread confusion was created
during the 1950s and 60s when each
US locality could start and end
Daylight Saving Time as it desired.
One year, 23 different pairs of DST
start and end dates were used in Iowa
alone. For exactly five weeks each
year, Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia were not on the same
time as Washington D.C., Cleveland,
or Baltimore — but Chicago was. And,
on one Ohio to West Virginia bus
route, passengers had to change their
watches seven times in 35 miles! Holy
mackrel.  Most recently once in 20
miles was too much for some to com-
prehend.  The situation led to millions
of dollars in costs to several industries,
especially those involving transporta-
tion and communications. Extra rail-
road timetables alone cost the today’s
equivalent of over $12 million per
year.

Through 2006, Daylight Saving
Time in the U.S. ended a few days
before Halloween (October 31).
Children’s pedestrian deaths are four
times higher on Halloween than on
any other night of the year. A new law
to extend DST to the first Sunday in
November took effect in 2007, with the
purpose of providing trick-or-treaters
more light and therefore more safety
from traffic accidents. For decades,
candy manufacturers lobbied for a
Daylight Saving Time extension to
Halloween, as many of the young
trick-or-treaters gathering candy are
not allowed out after dark, and thus
an added hour of light means a big
holiday treat for the candy industry.
Ironically, the 2007 switch may not
have had much effect, as it appeared
that children simply waited until dark
to go trick-or-treating anyway.  Go fig-
ure.

While twins born at 11:55 pm and
12:05 am may have different birth-
days, Daylight Saving Time can
change birth order -- on paper, any-
way. During the time change in the
fall, one baby could be born at 1:55
a.m. and the sibling born ten minutes
later, at 1:05 a.m. In the spring, there
is a gap when no babies are born at
all: from 2:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m.

Indiana was for a long time a
hotbed of Daylight Saving Time con-
troversy. Historically, the state’s two
western corners, which fall in the
Central Time Zone, observed DST,
while the remainder of the state, in
the Eastern Time zone, followed year-
round Eastern Standard Time. (Note:
NOT IST - no such thing then or ever)
An additional complication was that
five southeastern counties near

Cincinnati and Louisville unofficially
observed DST to keep in sync with
those cities. Because of the longstand-
ing feuds over DST, Indiana politi-
cians often treated the subject ginger-
ly. In 1996, gubernatorial candidate
Rex Early firmly declared, “Some of
my friends are for putting all of
Indiana on Daylight Saving Time.
Some are against it. And I always try
to support my friends.”  Nice sidestep. 

In April 2005, Indiana legislators
wisely passed a law that implemented
Daylight Saving Time statewide begin-
ning on April 2, 2006, forever ending
the needless and ridiculous debate
about what time it was at Birch Lake. 

This subject can be revisited
again.  But what’s going on in the
night sky?

The planet Mercury is peeking
into view quite low in the west-north-
west as the sky begins to darken. It
looks like a bright star, but it is so low
that it’s tough to find. Keep looking as
the month progresses.

Venus, the morning star, is quite
low in the eastern sky, with the slight-
ly fainter planet Jupiter not far to its
upper right. Over the next few weeks,
both will climb into view earlier, pro-
viding more time to enjoy the pairing.

On Tuesday he planet Mars
stands to the upper left of the Moon as
darkness falls, and sets by around 1
a.m. Mars looks like a bright orange
star. The planet Saturn and the star
Spica are far to the upper left of Mars
and the Moon.

Check it out.  The show never
ends and it’s always free.

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

Daylight Saving Time
The Moon for June 23 

(At Midnight, US Central time, as viewed
from the Northern Hemisphere) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.206 
2.9 days before first quarter 

Sunday’s Info:
Sunrise: 6:09 am
Sunset: 9:23 pm

Moonrise: 11:20 am
Moonset: none

Day length: 15h 14m



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) -- Look out for
those wanting to push you into a disagreement. Don’t
be too quick to judge those you live with. Recognition
can be yours if you present your ideas and stand
behind your beliefs. Get back to basics and reevalu-
ate what is important in life  Your lucky day this week
will be Wednesday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) --
Uncertainties regarding your love life will surface if
you have neglected your mate. You can get ahead if
you are willing to take a partner. Don’t bother retaliat-
ing, just walk away. Travel opportunities look positive,
but be cautious while driving  Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) -- Look closely
at motives and honesty in your personal encounters.
Take care of your own responsibilities before you help
others. You can purchase items that will enhance
your appearance. Don’t make large purchases unless
you have discussed your choices with your mate.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) -- Children
may be on your mind. Take the whole family and
make it an enjoyable outing. Partnerships will be
favorable and contracts can be signed. Have a heart-
to-heart talk with family and find out what the prob-
lems are  Your lucky day this week will be
Wednesday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) -- Avoid too much
discourse with colleagues this week. Be cautious not

to get involved in office chatter that will cause prob-
lems for others. You need to concentrate on your
business ventures more than on your relationship this
week. Don’t ignore any emotional issues that could
be causing problems. Your lucky day this week will be
Tuesday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) -- Do not
expect others to do your work. Travel if it’s needed to
start the ball rolling. This is not the best day to visit
relatives who get on your nerves. Be sure to take
advantage of the opportunities that exist  Your lucky
day this week will be Thursday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) -- You may
need help with your financial situation. You will not be
pleased with family members who try to put demands
on you when you just don’t have the time. Jealous
attitudes may lead you astray. Overindulgence could
lead to problems with digestion. Your lucky day this
week will be Saturday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) --
Opportunities to pamper yourself may unfold. Don’t
be too quick to respond to a plea for help. Your high
energy will enable you to take the role of leader in
group functions. You have been going through a peri-
od of change that has caused problems for you with
your loved ones  Your lucky day this week will be
Thursday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) --
Assist a relative or good friend by setting of a budget
for them. It’s time to let loose. You may have difficul-

ties with foreigners. You will attract potential lovers,
but be sure that they’re unattached  Your lucky day
this week will be Saturday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) -- Not
everything you hear will be legitimate. Children could
cost you more than you can afford. Someone impor-
tant may be watching you from afar. Be quiet about
your intentions or ideas that might bring added cash
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) -- You
can make profitable investments if you purchase an
art object for your home. Travel will promote new
romantic en counters. Don’t let your friends talk you
into taking time off. You’d be wise to control your
spending so your debts don’t get out of hand. Your
lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) -- Do not let
them blow situations out of proportion. Your lack of
attention may have been a factor. Visitors are likely to
drop by and chances are, they may even stay a little
longer than you want them to. Your partner may not
understand your mood swings but if you are willing to
communicate, a lot of grief can be avoided.  Your
lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK
... well happy birthday!  We hope you get lots of fun
presents, a great big birthday cake and enough alco-
hol to drown out the memories of all of your friends
delivering cards and presents that are both in bad
taste and even insulting (considering your age).

YOUR HOROSCOPE



Just turn on the crock pot and head on out
on the lake.  Servings 6
Ingredients 
■ 1 (2 pound) pork tenderloin 
■ 1 (1 ounce) envelope dry onion soup mix 
■ 1 cup water 
■ 3/4 cup red wine 
■ 3 tablespoons minced garlic 
■ 3 tablespoons soy sauce 
■ freshly ground black pepper to taste 
Directions

Place pork tenderloin in a slow cooker

with the contents of the soup
packet. 
Pour water, wine,
and soy sauce over
the top, turning the
pork to coat.
Carefully spread
garlic over the pork,
leaving as much on
top of the roast during
cooking as possible. Sprinkle with pepper,
cover, and cook on low setting for 4 hours. 

Serve with cooking liquid on the side as
au jus.

~Birch Lake Recipes~

UACYCLINGGJHD STSIHQMMNTWSCISIXDOGUJNTRGBFBIXMAVEIVFGPTTQMPAVRPUMXUWBXMPAACJGXHTS
N V C E U P O E C W
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A E D A Q F V G E C D Q H K N O
G VUAFDFD EQAQ Q V QHTHJOL TNEI C O Y T T A YUJNOWS X BKMAEEKQYI W
B O A W E E H N J O E J P R L V
A L N O I C A Y I R F N G P T U
EXXJ KSHAXBT MIDKDNIFSF WFCUEQO JLEA C U YEDKJLYOUYKOB DMCM B W G FDUY
Q X R B S U D J B Q J Y K
H M V X O J R C U B O P A
X BBUA XIGQOWJMVWEEA TBYW J KGWMPUY W DEFEATC KBUN LCEW E S H DPRF N
T A A I L C M I K X S A G E J
P C P P K N E W B E R L R H O
V C CDXD U E P A CDMLKPB R N HFNLTABLETENNISS LOTN WWPRDTJ Y WWUC U
I B Y V J T M J Q L R O Q G X L F
E M P Y B B M Q G P W C D V X N V
WQGM M EDJOIYW H JLVXYRQ WPAAQJTBRB A K V U CKWPNFG S K XIMO M H D
W T O O P Y G Q I E K V F Q U F
E C A V D U E J K R R Y V O C G
I G YYPLQQR OIRFTTSBJJ MVJQ G OHCHCTN UUMCCFT U JCQAIPC HOSF G K VPYT
G K M C J T E Q T D G W E V B L
H P T O R P P H R O Q R E E M N
T AJAG UBOXING V J VDSC PESQ O M Y BANP BCBGWPBEFXYMI S JEOTCQPOOS W
L J V U S U A G A Q M A B O
I N V S W Y N R J B P E W I
F Q PQGY A B I CACNDVJEXI DSOKDPTCYBPEK N I B I O ISTSSXNYRK A Q J
T Y E M Y R B C U N T O T D
I S K M P T K X H Q C W X X
N JSLPCJE PNCYUDI VUTOROWINGPBFENCING H DRMU M WMONEOJMEL QPIX JGNWQBB Q
G M O N V R H R A J W T J A
M I J G I I U R F K E C S Y
HGMI U LNHM A DPOLEVAULTOHE L NIXUOXL R R AEQT R B F EOMHSGS H UTCK
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C SWLN O G DMCERKQWWBDCP H PYTT X D E FMRE JFFFXJJQCCADB V Y SOMH O
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J H T H F D J I E Y H B D S M
A O QUOL A H P V AXQQMHQMYFYOXSHR X AEXOBMKWRESTLINGLOQ T VJJIDNY T G
V O F J J H B O X S L X X F
E T W G Y C V R Y P G G R I
L I S EWLMTUBGOS BIHDNQVRBU Y TMDS EYRTYAR O UQPGTPW R L B HDPN XBXD
I N X F X Y W V W X N V K I Q A P A
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M M Q C A D E T
Q R B L F I W C
GBPWELIXMLPWTORSRULLGKGKKGIXPFRPQEDUMSMPOJIWVBDIVINGLLTNFAPIUXEH NVNRRWFJSGHLJIQF

Find and circle these words:

JUDO POLEVAULT DEFEAT
THRILL AGONY SOCCER
VICTORY ROWING SWIMMING
TABLETENNIS PAGENTRY FENCING
WEIGHTLIFTING BOXING JAVELIN
DIVING HURDLES SHOOTING
WRESTLING SHOTPUT SPRINT
CYCLING

Complete the maze and then find the words. The words can only be found along your
maze path.

Amazing pork tenderloin in the
slow cooker

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —



INFORMATION SHEET FOR UPDATE OF BLYC DIRECTORY

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________

Birch Lake address: ____________________________________________________

Cottage number (if known):______________________________________________

Off-lake address:_________________________________________________________

Other address:___________________________________________________________

Lake phone: ________________________  Home Phone:________________________

Cell Phone(s): ____________________________________________________________

Email addresses: _________________________________________________________

Children : (Please state ages as of August 31, 2012) ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Other information (optional): ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

— BIRCH LAKE DIRECTORY UPDATE —
Birch Lake Directory Update

It’s time to update our beloved

Directory and the sooner we get

your information, the sooner your

household can have a brand new,

crisp, accurate and informative

directory.

Enclosed in this issue of the Birch

Barker is an Update form. You may:

1. drop it off to Fallon’s at 63600

Birch Road (brown house, green

roof)

2. mail it  to 63600 Birch Road,

Vandalia MI 49095

3. fax it to 269-476-1467

4. complete the form at the Fourth

of July Pancake Breakfast

5. complete it, scan it and send the

pdf to Celia.Fallon@gmail.com

6. or ignore it and allow the editors

to decide your directory entry.



If you get your Barker before 7 pm
Friday, come on out for our end-of-
the week campfire down at the

lake! Princess Tannadoonah will be
paddling in to light the first Council
Fire of the season down at the water-
front. 

We had an adventurous first week
with 71 campers. The theme was
Gameshow Week, so on Sunday
evening we played “Are you Smarter
than a Camp Counselor?” Paul
Chamberlin, owner of The Music
Machine in South Bend, brought up a
game-show set with buzzers, lights,
speakers and music! 

Monday night was cookout — and
boy was that a challenge with the
windy weather on Monday! Tuesday
night we had a Gameshow Carnival,
with each cabin hosting a booth with a
Gameshow Theme. We had Extreme
Makeover (nail painting!),
Tannadoonah’s Got Talent, a Trivia
Train (hay ride), Name that Tune,
Friend or Foe, Plinko, and Family
Feud. Wednesday night was The

Amazing Race: Tannadoonah Edition. 
The first week is always an adven-

ture, as we work out all the kinks and
figure everything out. We had a bit of
a rough start to the week, with several
counselors becoming ill, and several
others having to go home for family
emergencies. Luckily everyone was
able to pull together and cover all the
activities and cabins!

Next week we have a much larger
group of campers — 95 so far!
Hopefully everyone is back to being
healthy! The theme is Survivor Week,
and we have lots of challenges planned
for the campers and counselors. 

It is also a week full of inspections
and accreditation visits! On Monday
we have our American Camp
Association Accreditation visit, which
occurs every three years. And on
Thursday we have our Health
Inspection with the county.

Next week we also have a special
event planned for the campers. A visi-
tor from the Michigan Raptor Center
will be coming out to give a presenta-

tion on Wednesday, and bringing 4-5
birds to show us!

Our total numbers for the summer
are still trending ahead of last year,
which is really exciting. We have a
total of 533 registered campers, which
is 46 ahead of this date last year. Last
year we didn’t hit 533 until July 8th!
We ended the summer last year at
585, so we’re hopeful we can easily
surpass that number this year. Keep
telling all your friends and family
about Camp T!

Don’t forget to save the date for
our annual Hog Roast, taking place on
July 21st up at Camp, following the
Birch Lake Poker Run event! There’s
lots of great food and even better com-
pany. 

Check out our camp pictures
online at http://flickr.com/photos/tan-
nadoonah . We post new photos daily!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org
574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

SPAGHETTI-FEST
JUNE 23, 6 - 8 pm
Come see the new Yacht Club door purchased 

with the proceeds from last year’s dinner!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

on a limited basis, from any member of
TEAM EASTSIDE, or by calling 476-2125

$8 for adults

$5 for kids 4-10 years old 

kids under 3 eat free  

To-Go (carry-out) available

Come see the Princess!



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

2012 BLYC OFFICERS 
Pam Mullin Commodore (N)....................................................476-1080

Classegirl1@comcast.net
Chas Grundy Vice Comm (H)..........................................574-968-7022

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E)....................................................476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W).................................................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Stewart Spratt Fleet Captain (N) .............................................476-2113

slsvb1@comcast.net

2012 BLYC DIRECTORS 
Bob Baucus (N).......................................................................476-2863

rebauc@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W).........................................................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Karen Brovold (W)..................................................................476-8862

karenbrovold@yahoo.com
Harold Cranmer (W) ...............................................................476-2170

dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S) .......................................................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Fred Freihofer (N) ...................................................................476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Patty Luecht (E).......................................................................476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Mike Lutz (N)............................................................................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
Stan Pitakos (N) ...................................................476-2113

stanpitakos@yahoo.com
Steve Quinlan (W)...................................................................476-8802

stevequinlan2@yahoo.com
Vickie Rogers (C) ....................................................................476-2383

tvrogers@netscape.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ................................................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....................................................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W) .................................................................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H)
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S)......................................................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolilnger BLYC Homeowners’ Association Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Bob Waddle (E) ........................................................................476-2293

sparkybob220@comcast.net

2012 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2012 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife 

Eradication Program

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____ - BLYC Roof Fund (NEW)

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

$__________________

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

_____________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514

When it’s time to sell your lake property,
we can lure the right buyers.

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property 
data sheet to our buyer database

● E-mail of your property to our lake 
buyer lists with link to color web page

● Color listing of your property on 
our website, www.jerdon.net

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property data sheet to owners 
on your lake

● Color Lake Property Home guide mailed to buyers & 8,500 
lake owners

● Advertising in Illinois, Indiana & Michigan home guides
● Our own Southwest Michigan Map including lake map and 

lake size table.

Visit our website 
www.jerdon.net

(269) 782-4000



FOR SALE
Large, heavy, cast iron wood-burning heating
stove.  23-1/2” x 32-1/2” x 49” high.  $750 obo.
Also for sale: hide-a-bed (double) $25 obo.  Call
cell phone (574-315-1193 or home (574) 272-
0627.

For sale — The most recognized pontoon
boat on Birch Lake is for Sale! Phil & Sandy’s
1982 Crest Pontoon w/peace sign; newer bimini
top, carpet, helm, captain’s chair, bench seat and
arm rest; Newer 25 hp Mercury 4-stroke, Bigfoot
outboard.  Well maintained, runs great! $3,500
obo.

For Sale:
Antique
Story and
Clark pump
organ. In
good working
condition.
Best offer.
Call 574-215-
5902.

Shore Station canopy.  22 feet long, dark green,

no tears. $200 obo. Kevin, 476-2166 or 773-304-
8042.

Razor electric scooter.  Good condition. $75.
Kevin 476-2166 or 773-304-8042.

WANTED
Oars anyone???  Looking for some weathered
oars for a DYI window treatment!  Please call
Amy @ 476-2843. 

Photographs Wanted — We are collecting pho-
tos for the 2013 Birch Lake calendar. All are wel-
come to submit entries! Visit grundyhome.com/bly-
cphotos. Entries are due by July 15, 2012

Almost ready to sail. All I need is a rudder for a
Sunfish. Please contact Bill Carpenter Cottage
12.   574-340-5559

Tim and I and our Standard Poodle Charlie want
to rent a place on Birch for half of June
through half of August, or something like that,
were flexible!  Our contact number is 1-850-554-
0769, or 850-934-3688. Email, tim.burchell@aop-
sales.com, lizbur@bellsouth.net

Tannadoonah camper parents looking for a place
on the lake to rent the week of July 29
through August 4. Contact Miss Amber at 574-
217-4731

Work Wanted — Looking for odd jobs!  A friend
of ours is going to be staying with us for a few
weeks and he is out of work. Looking for any odd
jobs such as spring cleanup, mowing, raking,
planting, trimming, general carpentry or any other
job you don’t have time for or don’t want to do.
Has lake references. Reasonable Rates. Call

Matt Hudson at 616-818-6633 or Staci Whiteman
at 269-816-5755

LOST
Lost: Rectangle-shaped blue boat fender. If
found please call the Russwurm’s and we will
come and pick it up. 476-2407

Lost swim float ladder.  East shore most likely
headed north.  Will pick up  1-269-476-2615 or 1-
317-605-6421 (cell) or Phil @ 476-1680 Thanks,
Bad Patty

HOMES FOR SALE
Delightful Eastside A-Frame lakefront cottage.
New on the market — contact Ilene Golden at
574-360-8766

BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

GARAGE SALE
Garage Sale Friday June 22 — The Greene
family is having a close-out, selling-the-house,
clearing out garage sale at their lake home (East
Side, just north of the A-Frame).  One day only;
almost everything for sale — stuff must go!  Sale
will run from 9 am to 3 pm, or until everything is
gone!  Come on by and check us out.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Want an ad in the Birch Barker? 

E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com ... mail or drop to 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/

Want to place a classified ad?  It’s
simple.  Just send me the ad
(email is the most simple) at
sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Classified ads are free to mem-
bers; $5 for non-members.



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


